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TITLE: “Does Time to the Operating Room Affect Outcomes in Odontogenic Infection Patients?” 

 

OBJECTIVES: The purpose of this study is to determine if there is any 

correlation between delayed time to the operating room from patient entrance to 

the hospital and complications that may have occurred during that hospitalization.  

Complications during hospitalization are often expensive as they may require a 

prolonged hospital stay, more expensive medications and specialized care. Often 

times, complications lead to increased morbidity and mortality.  

 

 

METHODS:  This study is designed as a retrospective study. Using case logs 

located in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, we will review 

electronic health records of patients treated at Augusta University Medical Center 

between July 1 2015 – July 1, 2018. Charts will be reviewed for numerous 

variables including time of admission, time of surgical intervention, admission lab 

values, intubation attempts and type, ICU admission, length of hospitalization, and 

return to the operating room. Other patient factors will also be reviewed such as 

smoking status, comorbidities, allergies to antibiotics and previous treatment. 

These variables will then be analyzed for correlation between length of time 

between admission and time in the operating room and other factors such as 

difficult intubation, prolonged hospital stay, return to operating room or ICU 

admission.  

 

 

RESULTS: Still pending 

 

CONCLUSIONS: This study has a potential to impact the way oral and 

maxillofacial surgery and other healthcare professionals prioritize these infections 

in terms of proceeding to the operating room. Developing a standard time to the 

operating room may improve overall outcome of patient treatment as well as 

decrease the burden of the healthcare system caused by this disease process. 

Not considered in this study is the time that the patient took to seek treatment. 

Often times, patients, particularly unsponsored patients, have attempted to seek 

care elsewhere and have been given antibiotics prior to their worsening and 

ultimate arrival at a hospital. Additional research is needed in this area to 

determine the effects of overall to treatment on the overall burden of the hospital.  

 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

1. To understand the pathophysiology of odontogenic infections 

2. To determine patient safety with a delay to treatment of an odontogenic infection 


