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Teaching Matters
March 1, 2022

Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Colleagues,
 
In times of crisis, we can sometimes find comfort by concentrating on the
predictable people and places that define our lives. Certainly, in the world’s
news I have found myself as uncertain as any time since September 11,
2001. The events in eastern Europe have caused me to faulter quite a bit as
so much tragedy is happening to so many people across the globe, but
especially in Ukraine. I at once am frightened, angered, confused, and
frustrated. I seek understanding but there is little information before me that
helps fill in the gaps of my knowing.
 
But yet, we are called to do the normal, predictable tasks that we claim as
our work. Amidst this flood of emotions, in a world of unknowns, maybe we would do well to pause
and be thankful for the obvious and predictable aspects of our lives. And, maybe, we would do well to
give thanks for an institution where faculty and staff matter, where students matter, where teaching
still matters.
 
I am thankful for a team in the Unit of Instructional Innovation where a commitment to students is
what we do and who we are. I am thankful for university leadership teams where we are serious
about the work but we also find time to smile and to laugh. I am grateful for a research faculty who
awaken each day and do the work of saving and changing lives. I am thankful for a team that focuses
on a safe and clean work environment. I appreciate a team of landscape experts who meet me just a
little bit too early in the morning and say hello as they prepare our campus for yet another day. I am
thankful for a healthcare system that does amazing work, every day, every time, with every patient.
 
I am thankful for ten deans who protect the academic spaces that allow for the art and craft of
teaching in labs and classrooms. I am thankful for the many, many faculty members who still greet me
with a smile, even when I am certain that act is not easy. I am thankful for students who find their way
out of beds and stumble onto our campus, just daring us to make a difference in their lives.
 
As we begin this final push into the spring term, may we do so with a heart and soul guarded from the
harshness of life by the knowledge that we are surrounded by colleagues, co-workers, and friends
who care. I know this to be true and I am thankful for you all. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kelehear
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Now Accepting Boundless Teaching
Award Nominations
The Center for Instructional Innovation created the
Boundless Teaching Award to recognize teaching that

defies the limits of excellence. It is exemplified by a faculty’s enthusiasm, passion and effectiveness in
positively impacting students in physical and or digital learning spaces. Do you know a faculty
member that you feel exemplifies this commitment to excellence in their teaching and toward their
students? Nominations for the Boundless Teaching Award are now open. You can make a nomination
on the Boundless Teaching Website where you can also view past winners. Nominations will be
accepted through March 31st, 2022. Don’t miss the opportunity to recognize “teaching that defies the
limits of excellence”.

IPSO clients featured on Jagwire for their
research and recent job offers
Several IPSO clients were recently featured on Jagwire –
some for their research efforts and others for their recent
graduation and job offers. Dr. Yukai He and his research
team published a paper that shows their work in the
development of new liver cancer treatments. Three of the
four members of Dr. He’s research team are clients of
IPSO.

FYE/SYE Celebrations and Updates
On February 16th, FYE/SYE hosted their annual Dean’s
List Celebration honoring first and second year students
who maintained a 3.5 GPA during Spring and/or Fall
2021.  Students received a hand signed certificate from
their college, received a special “congratulations” treat
and took selfies with their “Big Head Dean”.

EIF Grant Call for Proposals
As we seek to be a university where high-impact innovative learning is at the core of the
undergraduate experience, Augusta University directly supports faculty whose efforts reflect this
commitment.  As part of the university’s Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), Learning by Doing, an
Education Innovation Fund (EIF) has been established to support teaching faculty who wish to pursue
experiential learning opportunities with their students in an undergraduate course. Experiential
learning is broadly defined and includes various methods of active learning pedagogy such as (but
not limited to) team based projects, field work, teaching content, research, product development, and
service learning.
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Study Abroad/Away Proposals Due April
1, 2022
Reminder Study Abroad/Away Proposals Due April 1,
2022: Now is the time to begin the proposal process if
you're planning to offer a 2023 program! The Proposal
Form has moved online via a Qualtrics survey. The link
can be found on the Study Abroad Office Faculty Page or
on the 2022-2023 Proposal Form. If you need to pause
and begin again later that is fine as your responses will
save automatically. 

2022 Georgia Collegiate Honors
Conference
Eighteen honors students--the most from any
member institution--are scheduled to present
research and scholarship at the 2022 Georgia
Collegiate Honors Conference to be held at
March 4 & 5 at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural
College in Tifton, Georgia. These students
represent seven majors across three colleges.

Advising Appointments Are Now
Just a Click Away
The Academic Advisement Center has
revamped its website. Among new features is
the ability for students to schedule appointments
with their advisor right from the staff page.
Clicking on the “Schedule An Appointment”
button located under their advisor’s name allows
students to pick a meeting time and reason. 
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Need to refer to a previous issue of the Office of the Vice Provost’s Teaching Matters? Each monthly
issue of Teaching Matters has also been preserved in Scholarly Commons. A note by the Vice
Provost for Instruction, Dr. Zach Kelehear, introduces the issue each month. Table of Contents
include information in the areas of Innovation Updates, Faculty and Staff Updates, and Student
Updates. See the complete collection on the Augusta University Open Repository

Undergraduate Research Week
March 28-Apri 1
Undergraduate Research Week is coming up
March 28 – April 1. CURS will celebrate
students scholars and faculty mentors with our
annual conference, recognition's, and awards.
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, March 30
and bring your students to the Undergraduate
Research and Fine Arts Conference. 

Career Services March Events
Career Services has a variety of sessions
scheduled for March. Students can register for
any program on Handshake or by contacting
Career Services at
careercenter@augusta.edu or 706-737-1604.
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