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A note from the Vice Provost 
 

Dear faculty and staff, 
  
Really? Are we doing this again? Masking? Vaccines? Boosters? Physical 
Distancing? Welcome to 2022. And, thank you for coming back. In a time 
where we are observing record-setting patterns for resignations across the 
nation, the very fact that we have returned is a celebration of our collective 
resilience. 
  
These days are also potentially soul-snatching times, I believe. I claim this 
possibility because I sense that the demands on us run the very real risk of 
throwing us off balance, causing us to lose track of what matters most in 
our lives and in our professional practice. It is clear that without specific and 
intentional efforts toward seeking a balance between what we must do and what we prefer to do, we 
are not likely to remain productive in our work and helpful to others. In an article this week, one 
author spoke to three signs of burnout in the workplace: exhaustion, cynicism, and a sense of 
ineffectiveness.  
  
By exhaustion, the author spoke to both physical and emotional fatigue. With a reference toward 
ineffectiveness, the author noted that we begin to believe that what we do is without 
consequence.  And in terms of cynicism, the author reflected on his own sense of emotional 
distancing. As a college instructor, he stated: “When I was teaching full-time, my cynicism looked 
like impatience with students’ slow learning and awkward essays. I am sure my attitude only made it 
harder for them to learn.”  
  
In this writing, the author reminded me of what my mother, still living and still prodding me to be a 
good teacher, implored: Remember to take time to let your soul catch up to your body. As we 
launch into this new term and new year, let us all take time to pause and be present to both 
ourselves and to others. I know our students need your attention and care. I suspect your families 
and colleagues and friends would also appreciate your attention and care. You are good and decent 
colleagues dedicated to a life of giving, caring, and discovering. Let us all take time to seek balance 
between what we must do and what we love to do. And remember: even when you might doubt it, 
your teaching still matters. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Zach Kelehear 
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Innovation Updates 
 

 

  
  

Don't Fear Innovation 
 

A killer dressed like a plague doctor. A potential victim cornered into a 
shed. An opportunity to innovate? That’s the plot for Don’t Fear Innovation, 
the promotional video for this year’s Innovation Competition produced by 
the Center for Instructional Innovation's (CII) video intern Clayton 
Richardson under the guidance of CII multimedia producers Timothy 
Williams and Arthur Takahashi. 

  

  

  

New Year, New Mindset 
 

The Division of Instruction and Innovation are very excited about the 
“New Year, New Mindset” program for Spring 2022. The month of 
January includes multiple events focused on mindset for faculty, staff 
and students hosted by units from across campus. We have included a 
book group this term, with “Failing Up: How to Take Risks, Aim Higher, 
and Never Stop Learning” by Leslie Odum Jr. 

  

  
  

Spotlight on New Libraries Faculty 
 

Please join us in welcoming new library faculty Tonya Dority and 
Aspasia Luster to Augusta University Libraries. 

  

  

  

Career Services January Events 
 

Career Services has 2 sessions scheduled for January. 
Students can register for any program by contacting Career 
Services at careercenter@augusta.edu or 706-737-1604. 
  

International Initiatives 
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International Travel Remains 
Difficult 

 

Traveling internationally remains difficult due to 
the ongoing pandemic. Even U.S. citizens face 
additional hurdles when traveling outside the 
U.S., but travel is especially challenging for our 
international colleagues and students. 
  
  
 

  

Reminder Study Abroad/Away 
Proposals Due April 1, 2022 

 

It's never too early to begin thinking about 
running a 2023 program! It can take several 
months to develop a new opportunity and I 
encourage all interested faculty to reach out by 
mid-February to begin planning. 
 

    

View Previous Teaching Matters Issues 
 

 

  

Need to refer to a previous issue of the Office of the Vice Provost’s Teaching Matters? Each 
monthly issue of Teaching Matters has also been preserved in Scholarly Commons. A note by the 
Vice Provost for Instruction, Dr. Zach Kelehear, introduces the issue each month. Table of Contents 
include information in the areas of Innovation Updates, Faculty and Staff Updates, and Student 
Updates. See the complete collection on the Augusta University Open Repository 
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Spotlight on New Libraries Faculty 
 

Please join us in welcoming new library faculty to Augusta University Libraries. 
  
Tonya Dority began her new position as Reese Library’s new Cataloging 
and Metadata Librarian effective September 1, 2021.  Tonya has worked at 
Reese Library since April 2019 as the Cataloging Search Assistant. She 
has previous experience working as the Library Coordinator for Georgia 
Military College, worked with interlibrary loan at Greenblatt Library, and 
worked in the Technical Library at NASA’s Langley Research 
Center.  Tonya possess a Bachelor of Arts in History from Clark Atlanta 
University and a Master of Science in Library and Information Science from 
Simmons College. She will be assuming the liaison area of 
Communication. 
  
  
  
Aspasia Luster joined the Robert B. Greenblatt MD Library at Augusta University in December 2021 
as the Access Services Librarian. She previously worked at Reese Library, 
Augusta University as the Senior Library Assistant for Access Services and 
has worked at public libraries in Florida and Georgia in various positions. 
She obtained her bachelor’s degree in Anthropology with a minor in 
Women’s Studies from Augusta University and her MLIS from Valdosta 
State University. Her research interests include cultural anthropology, 
women's history, library history, access/user services, and information 
behavior.  Ms. Luster currently serves on two ALA committees and is 
looking forward to her new adventure in a medical library.  Now that she 
has finished school, she has time for her various hobbies: traveling, 
reading, scrapbooking, DIY house projects, and herding her teenager and 
six cats.   
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