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A note from the Vice Provost 
 

Dear faculty and staff, 
  
In today’s Teaching Matters newsletter, we celebrate excellence. There are 
indeed many examples of high-impact and remarkable instruction at Augusta 
University in our labs, in our clinics, and in our classrooms. And this 
excellence reveals itself each day, across the campus and across the region, 
and most often in small and profound ways. Please take a moment to read 
about our award winners, reflect on your own practice, and know that I am 
grateful for what you do that makes our instructional practice at Augusta 
University like no other.  
  
In closing, let me leave you with this reference given our celebration of 
teaching. John Steinbeck, in a 1955 article found in California Teachers Association Journal, noted 
this about teaching. I like to keep this reference near to me so that when I lose my way amidst the 
bureaucracy, I can find my way back to what really matters.  
  
     It is customary for adults to forget how hard and dull school is. The learning by memory all the 
basic things one must know is the most incredible and unending effort. Learning to read is probably 
the most difficult and revolutionary thing that happens to the human brain and if you don't believe that 
watch an illiterate adult try to do it. School is not so easy and it is not for the most part very fun, but 
then, if you are very lucky, you may find a teacher. Three real teachers in a lifetime is the very best of 
luck. I have come to believe that a great teacher is a great artist and that there are as few as there 
are any other great artists. Teaching might even be the greatest of the arts since the medium is the 
human mind and spirit. 
  
      My three had these things in common. They all loved what they were doing. They did not tell - the 
catalyzed a burning desire to know. Under their influence, the horizons sprung wide and fear went 
away and the unknown became knowable. But most important of all, the truth, that dangerous stuff, 
became beautiful and precious. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Zach Kelehear 
  

    

  



  

AU Teaching Excellence Award Winners Announced 
 

The Center for Instructional Innovation and the Teaching Excellence Awards Review Committee have 
announced the winners of this year’s Augusta University Teaching Excellence Awards: 
Dr. Joseph Newton, AU Individual Teaching Excellence Award, Amber Routh, AU Online Teaching 
Excellence Award, The Department of English and World Languages, AU Program Teaching 
Excellence Award and Dr. Nicole Winston, AU Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Award. The 
Augusta University Teaching Excellence Awards are designed to achieve two goals: to recognize the 
excellence of Augusta University educators and educational programs and to select nominees for the 
University System of Georgia Regents’ Teaching Excellence Awards. Winners of the Augusta 
University awards will move forward as the university’s nominees for the Regents’ awards.  

    

Innovation Updates 
 

 

  

  

Now Accepting Boundless Teaching Award 
Nominations 

 

The Center for Instructional Innovation created the 
Boundless Teaching Award to recognize teaching that defies the limits of excellence. It is exemplified 
by a faculty’s enthusiasm, passion and effectiveness in positively impacting students in physical and 
or digital learning spaces. Do you know a faculty member that you feel exemplifies this commitment 
to excellence in their teaching and toward their students? Nominations for the Boundless Teaching 
Award are now open. You can make a nomination on the Boundless Teaching Website where you 
can also view past winners. Nominations will be accepted through October 31st, 2021. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to recognize “teaching that defies the limits of excellence”. 
  

  

Call for Grant Reviewers: Affordable 
Materials Grants, Rounds 20 and 21 

 

Affordable Learning Georgia (ALG) organizes grant proposal 
reviewers on a yearly basis. Reviewers will have a one-year commitment during specified weeks of 
review with an expected 40 hours total for the year. Compensation is $400 honorarium per round 
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($800 total), distributed through your institution's payroll, through one Service Level Agreement (SLA) 
with the institution for the year. 
  

  
  

IPSO Features: Dr. Ashwin Ajith 
 

This month, IPSO is featuring Ashwin Ajith, a postdoctoral fellow at the 
Georgia Cancer Center. Ajith, who is from Trivandrum, Kerala, India, came 
to the U.S. to complete a Master’s in Human Immunology at SUNY Buffalo in 
New York. After graduating, he came to Augusta University to continue his 
studies. He graduated from AU in December of 2019 with a PhD in 
Biochemistry & Molecular Biology and then accepted a postdoctoral fellow 
position at the GCC. 

  

  

  

University Libraries Host Constitution Read- In 
 

On Friday, September 17, the University Libraries, in collaboration with the 
Office of Civic Engagement and the Department of Communication, hosted 
AU’s annual celebration of Constitution Day by holding a Constitution Read-In 
in the JSAC Ballroom. Celebrating Constitution Day is mandated by the federal 
government for any institution that receives federal funds. It commemorates the 
signing of U.S. Constitution on September 17, 1787.  

  

  
  

Experiential Learning Course Attribute 
 

Do your classes utilize Experiential Learning? Hands-on 
learning is one of the most effective ways to allow students 
to become immersed in the content of a course. If your 
course is experiential, please make sure it is given the 
Banner attribute “EXL” in the Spring schedule. Contact 
Quentin Davis (juldavis@augusta.edu) for help or provide 
the registrar’s office with the attribute for your course. 

  

Student Updates 
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Midterm Madness at ASC 
 

Midterm Madness is on September 30th and 
October 1st, 4th, 5th and 6th with LATE NIGHT 
STUDY sessions from 8-11pm. The ASC will be 
open after hours to help students prepare for 
classes and study for exams.  
 

Career Services October Events 
 

Career Services has a variety of sessions 
scheduled for October. Students can register for 
any program by contacting Career Services 
at careercenter@augusta.edu or 706-737-1604. 
 

    

  

October Requires GRIT 
 

This semester, many first years 
are struggling with 
the normal concerns of college 
(mid-terms, time management, 
sense of belonging) 
while also navigating COVID 
setbacks. They are not the only 
ones…we all have been 
impacted by this added stress 
(deep breath here). 

 

Read more » 
 

 

  

Book Clubs for First 
and Second Years 

 

This fall, over 60 AU students 
have joined one of the five 
FYE/SYE book clubs. The books 
were specifically selected to 
engage small groups of students 
in their discussion of purpose 
and pathways (Four to finish).  

 

Read more » 
 

 

  

JJSP Fall Reunion 
Cookout 

 

This fall, the JJSP Class of 
2019 hosted a JJSP 
Reunion cookout at 
Housing’s University 
Village. It was great to see 
all of the JJSP Classes 
(2018-2021) celebrate their 
progress at AU.  

 

Read more » 
 

    

View Previous Teaching Matters Issues 
 

 

  

Need to refer to a previous issue of the Office of the Vice Provost’s Teaching Matters? Each monthly 
issue of Teaching Matters has also been preserved in Scholarly Commons. A note by the Vice 
Provost for Instruction, Dr. Zach Kelehear, introduces the issue each month. Table of Contents 
include information in the areas of Innovation Updates, Faculty and Staff Updates, and Student 
Updates. See the complete collection on the Augusta University Open Repository 
  

 

Forward to a friend  |  Archive 
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University Libraries Host Constitution Read- In 
 

On Friday, September 17, the University Libraries, in collaboration with the Office 
of Civic Engagement and the Department of Communication, hosted AU’s annual 
celebration of Constitution Day by holding a Constitution Read-In in the JSAC 
Ballroom. Celebrating Constitution Day is mandated by the federal government for 
any institution that receives federal funds. It commemorates the 
signing of U.S. Constitution on September 17, 1787. Following 
a Pledge of Allegiance, Dr. Martha Ginn, Professor Social 
Sciences, began the event by reading the Preamble of the 
Constitution. In quick succession, and little more than an hour, 

student, staff, and faculty volunteers took turns reading short sections of the 
Constitution until the document was recited from beginning to end. In all, over 
forty readers representing various university units participated. Additionally, 
members of the CSRA League of Women Voters took part as readers and 
hosted a table providing information about voter registration. Other notable 
participants were representatives of the University Police, who also hosted a table, and the ROTC. 
The Libraries handed out copies of the Constitution along with patriotic themed souvenirs, while the 
Office of Civic Engagement provided refreshments. The event was well received, with many 
attendants expressing a hope that the reading become a Constitution Day tradition. 
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