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Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction 
 

 

A note from the Vice Provost 
 

Dear faculty, 
  
Welcome to a new fall term. There is considerable excitement on the 
campuses as we welcome many of the faculty in the College of Science 
and Mathematics to the Health Sciences campus. We already have Dental 
students and Medical students moving about. And there is verifiable news 
that an Einstein Bagels is now open at the Harrison Education Commons 
Building. Orientations are almost complete. Jaguar JumpStart students 
have almost completed their first two courses of their college careers. And, 
did I mention the Einstein Bagels?  
  
Regarding the CSM move, did you know we will host some 132 courses 
from the College of Science and Mathematics on the Health Sciences campus? I cannot offer 
enough thanks to all the Deans for leading the way as we navigate these new waters. Also, there is 
a considerable list of heroes from facilities, from IT, Student Affairs, from Auxiliary Services, from 
Academic Affairs, and from administrative staffs across programs and colleges. It has taken the 
entire team to make this new day at Augusta University a reality. And did I mention there is an 
Einstein Bagels on the Health Sciences campus? 
  
Let me be quick to direct your attention to two key articles below. First, we are launching Zoom as 
an option for conferencing and instruction while also maintaining our Teams platform. Well done, IT! 
You listened to our faculty and found a way to make this platform available. Secondly, back by 
popular demand, we are offering two Faculty Learning Communities dedicated to the notion of 
Humanizing Education. Well done, Center for Instructional Innovation. Details on these two 
announcements are found below. 
  
Finally, Ms. LD Newman, AVP for International Initiatives, and her team of Jonathan Harwood, 
Beverly Tarver, and Tiffany Takahashi have offered a statement of thanks to all the administrative 
team who make our University function. Of course, our students and our faculty gain much of our 
attention. Nevertheless, consistent with the message below, there are not enough thanks that can 
be offered to this team, the very large team, that make our university machinery sing.  
  
Enjoy your final days of the summer. I am signing off and headed to get a coffee and a bagel. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Zach Kelehear 
  

    



Innovation Updates 
 

 

  

Faculty Learning Community on 
Humanizing Instruction 

 

The purpose of this Faculty Learning 
Community is to give a small group of faculty 
members the opportunity to engage in 
sustained, meaningful conversations about 
teaching and learning with supportive 
colleagues from across campus on the topic 
of humanizing instruction.   
 

 
  

Zoom is on its way to Augusta 
University 

 

Over the past several months, many of you 
have expressed strong interest in the Zoom web 
conferencing platform. We listened with great 
care to this feedback and then considered the 
question as to whether we might add this 
platform to our portfolio of technology tools here 
at Augusta University. 
 

    

  
  

A Word of Thanks 
 

As Administrators, we are tasked with competing demands 
and tireless efforts to meet yet another deadline. We must 
rely on our network, intuition, skills, and competencies to 
assist the faculty and senior administration in 
accomplishing their goals for AU. None of these 
things could be accomplished without support staff to help 
shoulder the burden of day-to-day operations.  
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National Society for Experiential 
Education Conference Application 

 

The National Society of Experiential Education (NSEE) 
is hosting the 50th annual conference September 27-
29, 2021. AU is providing registration for three to four 
faculty with little to no history of utilizing experiential 
learning strategies in undergraduate classes. Please 
read through the Conference Program at and consider 
how the conference will help you reach your faculty 
development goals. Applications are competitive.  
  

  

  

Copyright and Fair Use 
 

As we start a new semester with face-to-face, hybrid and 
online courses, it's important for us to know how copyright 
law and fair use apply to these different modalities. Here's 
a quick overview: Copyright is the legal ownership of a 
work and allows the owners to decide who can use their 
work and how. Fair use allows people to use copyrighted 
materials like books, music and videos without having to 
obtain permission from the materials’ owner under certain 
circumstances. 

  

  

  

Juneteenth Celebration 
 

Juneteenth, sometimes dubbed Jubilee Day, is an 
annual celebration across U.S. communities that 
commemorates the emancipation of remaining slaves 
from the Confederacy. Juneteenth is considered the 
oldest celebration of the ending of slavery in the United 
States. On June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon 
Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas with General 
Order No. 3 in hand. This order was read aloud to the 
people of Texas, informing them that all slaves were to 
be freed. 

  

  

  

FYE/SYE has a New Location - Visit Us in 
The Treehouse! 

 

Are you looking to refer first- and second-year students to 
engaging opportunities where they will simultaneously be 
empowered to grow and explore their purpose in college? 
The FYE/SYE office provides a plethora of experiences for 
students to optimize their time in college and connect with 
their peers through impactful conversations and events. 
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Student Updates 
 

 

  

2021 Jaguar Jumpstart Summer 
Program (JJSP) Launched in June 

 

Starting June 27th, the FYE/SYE office 
welcomed 45 incoming first-years to campus to 
begin the JJSP! Students are enrolled in two 
core classes that are held Mondays through 
Thursdays. In addition, students attend daily 
Academic and Student Life Workshops that 
serve as both informal stress relieving fun and 
formal sessions comprised of insightful 
strategies for success. 
 

 

  

Freshman Convocation: Save the 
Date! 

 

Incoming freshmen for the Class of 2025 are 
invited to participate in Convocation as an 
official welcome to Augusta 
University. Freshman Convocation is scheduled 
for Tuesday, August 10th from 10:00-12:00 at 
the JSAC Field and Grove on the Summerville 
Campus.  
 

    

  

Don't Cancel That 
Class! 

 

Don’t Cancel That Class! 
Interest in providing career and 
professional development to 
students through your 
class? Request a program! 
  

 

Read more » 
 

 

  

On Campus Student 
Employment Fair 

 

Are you looking to hire Student 
Workers? Register as a 
department for the On Campus 
Student Employment Fair 
happening on August 
17  in Handshake. 

 

Read more » 
 

 

  

Pizza and a plan 
with the Provost 

 

Dr. MacKinnon shares his 
passion for career and life 
planning to empower you 
with insights on how to 
make the most of your time 
at Augusta University. 

 

Read more » 
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View Previous Teaching Matters Issues 
 

 

  

Need to refer back to a recent issue of the Office of Instruction and Innovation’s Teaching Matters? 
Each monthly issue of Teaching Matters has also been preserved in Scholarly Commons. A note by 
the Vice Provost for Instruction, Dr. Zach Kelehear, introduces the issue each month. Table of 
Contents include information in the areas of Innovation Updates, Faculty and Staff Updates, and 
Student Updates. See the complete collection on the Augusta University Open Repository 
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Juneteenth Celebration 
 

Juneteenth, sometimes dubbed Jubilee Day, is an annual 
celebration across U.S. communities that commemorates the 
emancipation of remaining slaves from the Confederacy. 
Juneteenth is considered the oldest celebration of the ending of 
slavery in the United States. On June 19, 1865, Major General 
Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas with General Order 
No. 3 in hand. This order was read aloud to the people of Texas, 
informing them that all slaves were to be freed. 
  
Did you know that Reese Library recognizes and celebrates 
Juneteenth annually in a variety of ways? This year a curated list 
of books, films, and educational websites was added to 
our research guide. A Juneteenth playlist was created on Spotify with the theme of celebrating 
liberation. A quiz challenge added fun to the celebration, testing the Juneteenth knowledge of those 
who participated with facts about this historical event. This year the highest score went to Angela M. 
Russo, a History and Art Museum Studies Major. She won the grand prize that included the 
book, Island of Color: Where Juneteenth Started and two Audible books of her choice. 
  
Recently history was made when the Senate unanimously passed the Juneteenth National 
Independence Day Act, establishing Juneteenth as a federal holiday. It subsequently passed 
through the House of Representatives by a 415 to 14 vote on June 16, 2021. Finally, after 156 
years, Ms. Opal Lee (often referred to as the “Grandmother of Juneteenth”) can rest her weary feet. 
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