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A note from the Vice Provost 
 

Dear Augusta University faculty and staff, I am glad you are here. 
  
As I write you today, I do so having just welcomed a new cohort of 
undergraduates who are participating in our Jaguar JumpStart Program. 
Dr. Huggins is doing important work with this group and I am especially 
thankful to all of the professors who are teaching this new cohort.  Dr. 
Duygu Minton is teaching ENGL1101, Dr. Heather Chiero is teaching 
HIST2112; Professor Dylan Wilson is teaching COMM1110; Professor 
Nadia Jilani-Hyler is teaching POLS1101; Dr. Pawel Kozak is teaching 
MUSI2320. These fine instructors are introducing our students to engaging, 
high-impact instruction. I thank them for their important influence on these 
young people.  
  
Also, this week I have welcomed new students who plan to study in the Pamplin College of Arts, 
Humanities, Social Sciences and another group who plan to attend as members of the College of 
Science and Mathematics. I also had the opportunity to sit with some of our fine Occupational 
Therapy students, both 1st year and 2nd year students. When I sat with them, they seem to glow with 
excitement that someone noticed their presence.  But it occurred to me that across all these 
interactions, a common theme emerged. From every voice and in every action, our Augusta 
University community communicated two simple truths: 1.Our students’ matter; 2.We are glad our 
students are here. 
  
As we are approaching the start of a new fall term, let us remember the paradoxical reality of our 
return. On one hand, we have shared for months the burden of COVID-19; however, on the other 
hand, we approach the term with a bit of kick in our step as we are liberated in the knowledge that 
there might be a day where we are free of the COVID-19 weight. I will be glad when COVID-19 is 
not here. 
  
This morning a student came into an orientation session late and a bit frazzled.  I looked at her and 
her mother and I simply stated:  “I am glad you are here.” That simple affirmation seemed to matter. 
If you have read this far, let me remind you, “I am glad you are here.” I am honored to have the gift 
of working with you. Enjoy your July and hurry back. The place is not quite the same without you. I 
will be glad when you are back as well. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Zach Kelehear 
  

    



Innovation Updates 
 

 

  

  

Summer Instructional Development Series 
was a Success 

 

As July begins, our summer instructional development 
training comes to an end. And our team at the Center for 
Instructional Innovation couldn’t be happier with how you 
have engaged with one another, with the instructional 
materials, and with us. Last year, you told us you wanted 
more hands-on projects as part of your summer faculty 
training. We listened to you because you matter to us. 

  

Faculty Highlights 
 

 

  

  

IPSO Features: Dr. Mostafa Khater 
 

This month, IPSO is featuring Mostafa Khater, an F-1 international 
student from El-Santa, Gharbeya, Egypt. Khater graduated in May with 
a PhD in Pharmacology. He has been offered a postdoctoral fellow 
position in the Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology at AU. This 
profile is part of a series aimed at introducing you to some Augusta 
University’s international community members who contribute so much 
to our institution. The International & Postdoctoral Services Office 
(IPSO) serves about 550 international employees, students, and visiting 
scholars. 
  

  

  

CURS 2021 Mentor of Excellence Award 
 

CURS is pleased to announce the recipient of our 2021 Mentor of 
Excellence Award, Dr. Ellen LeMosy of the Department of Cellular 
Biology and Anatomy. Dr. LeMosy has long been actively engaging 
undergraduates in her research using state of the art gene editing 
tools that allow for understanding of the extra cellular phenomena 
that contribute to developmental diseases. Dr. LeMosy was 
nominated by two of her students, Brooklyn Zwinklis and Helena 
Blackburn.  

  

Student Opportunities 
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On Campus Student Employment 
Fair 

 

Are you looking to hire Student Workers? 
Register  as a department for the On Campus 
Student Employment Fair in Handshake. Need 
a refresher on hiring and managing student 
employees? Supervisor training via Teams for 
campus student employment is July 21 at 9am. 
Email Julie Goley for more information. 
 

  

Pizza and a Plan with the Provost 
 

Save the date for Pizza and a Plan with the 
Provost! On August 16th Students can meet and 
hear from our new Provost, Dr. MacKinnon, as 
he shares his passion for career and life 
planning to empower you with insights on how 
to make the most of your time at Augusta 
University.  
 

    

View Previous Teaching Matters Issues 
 

 

  

Need to refer back to a recent issue of the Office of Instruction and Innovation’s Teaching Matters? 
Each monthly issue of Teaching Matters has also been preserved in Scholarly Commons. A note by 
the Vice Provost for Instruction, Dr. Zach Kelehear, introduces the issue each month. Table of 
Contents include information in the areas of Innovation Updates, Faculty and Staff Updates, and 
Student Updates. See the complete collection on the Augusta University Open Repository 
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