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Introduction 

The purpose of this thesis is to focus on proactive measures to combat human sex 

trafficking (HST) in the greater Augusta Judicial Circuit which consists of, Burke, Columbia, 

and Richmond Counties.  Since ancient times, slavery, kidnapping, coercing, and forcing 

individuals to perform sexual acts for monetary profit has been a major threat to human rights 

across the world (Kiener, 2012). Although police have become better equipped to handle this 

crime, it remains one of the most difficult crimes to successfully tackle. This is especially true as 

previous literature suggest a relationship between an increase in HST crimes during big sporting 

events (Hayes, 2010; Bowersox, 2016).  

Studies like these are important because this type of crime is both prevalent and 

domestic. In the United States alone, 7,859 cases were recorded for sex trafficking in 2018 

(NHTH, 2019).  While there has been a significant increase in the attention to HST through new 

policies, education systems, and training, it is evident that more needs to happen. The goal of this 

thesis is to understand existing approaches to address HST in the Augusta Circuit and address 

any unique factors in the area, such as the Masters Tournament. 

Definition and History 

In order to fully understand what HST is, it is necessary to analyze how it is 

conceptualized through international, federal, and state laws. Before the early 1800s, HST was 

not officially recognized as a criminal violation. It was not until a woman’s rights advocate, 

Josephine Butler, created the first movement against sex trafficking and crimes against children 

in 1874 (Winchester Cathedral, n.d.). Butler’s movement, the International Abolitionist 

Federation, began in Europe and later spread throughout other countries including the United 
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States. The recognition of this HST led to the first version of federal law against both human sex 

trafficking and forced prostitution, the Mann-Act , enacted in 1875, which made it a “felony to 

import women into the United States for the purpose of prostitution” (Conant, 1996, p. 106; U.S. 

Department of Justice, 2020). Further, a 1903 amendment to the statute made it felonious to 

import any woman or girl, or hold one of them after importation, for the purpose of prostitution. 

(Conant, 1996; U.S. Department of Justice, 2020). 

While current laws exist regarding human sex trafficking, variation exists. 

Internationally, sex trafficking is not directly specified under the United Nations (U.N.), but 

instead the organization places sex trafficking under the same umbrella of human trafficking. 

The U.N. definition states that for the purpose of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish 

Trafficking in Persons, Article 3, paragraph (a):  

‘Trafficking in persons’ shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other 

forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or 

of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits 

to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the 

purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation 

of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or 

services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of 

organs’ (p.2). 

According to the United States code, 22 USCS § 7102 (8) [Title 22. Foreign Relations 

and Intercourse; Chapter 78. Trafficking Victims Protection] and the United States Department 
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of State, as well as the United States Department of Labor, the phrase, ‘severe form of trafficking 

in persons’ means the following:  

(A) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or 

coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 

years of age; or 

(B) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person 

for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose 

of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. 

Further, Georgia recognizes HST under O.C.G.A. §16-5-46(c) a person commits the 

offense of trafficking an individual for sexual servitude when that person knowingly: 

(1) Subjects an individual to or maintains an individual in sexual servitude; 

(2) Recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides, solicits, patronizes, or obtains by any 

means an individual for the purpose of sexual servitude; or 

(3) Benefits financially or by receiving anything of value from the sexual servitude of 

another (Trafficking of Persons for Labor or Sexual Servitude, 2010).  

It is interesting to note that The Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act’s 18 

U.S.C § 1591 (8) [Title 18. Crimes and Criminal Procedures; § 1591. Sex Trafficking of children 

or by force, fraud, or coercion] and Georgia’s definition puts emphasis on the use of “force, 

fraud, or coercion” and explicitly mentions any minors engaged in any form of sex work as 

“trafficked”. The rationale behind this is that minors cannot legally give consent to have sexual 

relations, cannot consent to sex work, and are victims of “force, fraud, or coercion” (Gozdziak & 

Collett, 2005; Kotrla, 2010). Under the U. N. conception of Human Trafficking, minors are not 

explicitly mentioned, and the emphasis is not on the method of “force, fraud, or coercion,” but 
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rather on the exploitation of the victim. Minors are implicitly included in this definition along 

with all forms of prostitution wherein some form of coercion can be demonstrated. In short, the 

Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act’s definition supports a distinction between 

human trafficking and prostitution, whereas the U.N. definition argues for little or no difference 

between the two. Although each level (federal, state, and local law enforcement) has their own 

description of sex trafficking, there is a consensus that HST, at minimum, involves a type of 

manipulation. 

Along with the recognition and legal definition of HST there has been a push for 

awareness. Through the use of education, law enforcement agencies have become better 

informed about how to properly identify HST (Farrell, McDevitt, and Fahy, 2008). Increased 

awareness and education paved the way to begin tracking HST. This required police officers to 

recognize HST by being able to identify victims and offenders, understand the common methods 

of recruitment, and provide detailed reports of specific sex trafficking behaviors (International 

Association of Chiefs of Police, 2016).  

In more recent years, we have seen an increase in proactive and reactive strategies 

regarding HST. As mentioned in Farrell, McDevitt, & Fahy’s (2008) study, “Recent pressure for 

local law enforcement to respond to trafficking by investigating cases and making arrests can 

only be assessed through regular and reliable collection of information on these crimes” (p. 24). 

There has been pressure to conduct evidence-based research to get a better understanding of 

HST, procedures, and policies. The study explains that the most effective approach in 

understanding the value of the police training programs is through gathering data on arrests and 

studying police approaches towards trafficking incidents.  
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Significant progress has been made since the 1870s towards strongly defining and setting 

legal statutes against HST activity. Just as HST laws have been refined over time, researchers 

and law enforcement have become more aware of the importance of education and accurate 

police data. In the following section, the prevalence of HST will be explored on different scales 

(national, state, and local). 

Prevalence 

The Polaris Project is a nonprofit organization which collects information on HST and 

engages with the federal government in improving public policy to stop HST. The Polaris Project 

takes part in training and educating law enforcement, helping victims, and pursuing legal cases 

against individuals and businesses. Additionally, it also employs data analysts who track HST 

trends annually around the United States (Polaris Project, 2019). According to the Polaris Project 

(2019), 75% of all human trafficking cases were sex trafficking crimes in 2018. The Polaris 

Project (2019) reports that in 2018 there were 14,749 identified survivors and 2,707 open cases 

of HST. 

In the United States alone, over 10,949 cases of trafficking recorded with 7,859 

individuals being sex trafficking in 2018 (Polaris Project, 2020). Data from the Polaris Project 

(2020) allows for state level data and comparisons of HST and shows that individual states have 

shown an increasing trend of trafficking cases. While California, Texas, and Florida are 

consistently the top three states with the highest rate of human sex trafficking in the nation, 

Georgia, for the past decade, has been ranked as one of the top ten states. According to NHTH 

(2019) in 2018, Georgia was ranked 7th with a total of 255 sex trafficking cases. Despite HST’s 

awareness, it continues to remain an issue in Georgia and the United States.  
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Correlates of Human Sex Trafficking   

Victim 

   Victim demographic may vary depending on region, customer, and necessity. According 

to the Polaris Project (2019 U.S. National Human Trafficking Hotline Statistics, 2019), survivors 

of sex trafficking can be any gender, any age, and any ethnicity, however in 2018 Latino adult 

women were the most prevalent. Baird (2019) found that most victims are less than 18 years old 

with 12- to 14-year-olds being the average age of when females enter the industry. Immigrant 

populations are vulnerable to trafficking because, “migrants are dislocated from community and 

family support structures, and are hereby typically without access to legitimate reforms of 

employment, legal status and social protection” (David, Bryant, & Larsen, 2019, p. 10). 

Offender 

 Banks and Kyckelhahn (2011) reported that most traffickers had a U.S. Citizenship. The 

majority of confirmed human trafficking suspects were male (81%) and more than half (62%) 

were identified as black followed by Hispanic/Latino. Further, the most common age range for 

suspects was 18-24 years old while the second most common age range was 25-34 years old 

(Banks and Kyckelhahn, 2011).  

Socioeconomic Background 

 When researchers actively study the trend of crime over time, a frequent indicator of 

whether someone will commit a felony or be a victim is heavily influenced by their 

socioeconomic status (Fergusson, Swain-Campbell, & Horwood, 2004). Studies have shown that 

those who grow up in a low-income household are significantly more likely to be a victim or an 
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offender of, “rape or sexual assault, robbery aggravated assault, and simple assault” (Harrell, 

Langton, Berzofsky, Couzens, & Smiley-McDonald, 2014, p. 3). Fedina, Williamson, and 

Purdue (2019) analyzed data from January 2011 to June 2011 and found that children (those 

below the age of 18) who live in households that bring in less than $10,000 made up around 83% 

of the victims of HST. Additionally, the authors found that 76% of adult victims came from a 

household with an annual income of $10,000. Meaning in total, nearly 80% of victims were 

those who have lived in an environment which was below the poverty line.  

Location 

Another important correlate is location. As of 2018, the state with the highest rate of HST 

reports to the National Human Trafficking Hotline is California. In total, the center received 

about 1,226 cases (National Human Trafficking Hotline, 2019). When evaluating why California 

holds the record for the greatest amount of sex trafficking in the United States, researchers are 

quick to point out that, California has an extensive international border, airports, harbors, a large 

immigrant population, and strong economy which are all known to make it a prime location for 

human traffickers (Center for Public Policy Studies, 2013). A similar pattern immerges when 

examining why Georgia has become one of the primary states, in the Southeast region, 

vulnerable to HST. According to the Schapiro Group (2010), Georgia has a large immigration 

population and access to an international airport. Schapiro Group (2010) explains that nearly 

65% of men buy sex in and around Atlanta, with 9% near the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 

International Airport. This airport has been the busiest airport in the world for the past 21 years 

(Hetter, 2019). Homeland Security’s Office of Immigration and Statistics follows the movement 

of individuals and concluded that Georgia was the 7th highest state with illegal immigrants, 

totaling 390,000 since 2015 (Baker, 2018). The combination of a trafficker’s access to larger 
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populations, high rates of immigrants, major airports, and a major port create major 

vulnerabilities for Georgia and their ability to track HST patterns (Baker, 2018; David, Bryant, & 

Larsen, 2019). 

Another location correlate observed in relation to HST is that there is evidence of it 

increasing when large scale sporting events happen. According to Hayes (2010):  

The massive number of people attending world sporting events naturally increases the 

demand for prostitution in the host city. Traffickers see this as a business opportunity and 

can take advantage of travel visas issued for the games by masquerading their victims as 

spectators. (p.1105-1106) 

 For example, in 2014, New Jersey was the host for the Super Bowl. The FBI determined 

that certain parts of New Jersey’s regions increased in the risk of HST coincided with the Super 

Bowl (Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, and Hickle, 2014). It is important to note whenever a trafficker 

finds an event which involves a big influx of people, they will naturally travel to that area (Roe-

Sepowitz, Gallagher, & Hickle, 2014). The individuals who travel to these cities may look for 

other forms of stimulation besides the event. Thus, the big sporting events itself, such as the 

Superbowl, is not itself the reason for an increase in sex trafficking. It is the byproduct: high 

concentration of individuals and celebratory atmosphere. This is the same byproducts found in 

concerts, clubs, award ceremonies, etc. (Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, & Hickle, 2014, p. 13). 

Augusta, in this respect, has a similar event which causes an influx of people to enter the 

city, the Masters Golf Tournament. Attorney General for South Carolina, Alan Wilson, advises 

states to stay vigilant towards HST, “Unfortunately, human trafficking is one of the fastest 

growing crimes in the United States. Studies show its activity spikes when there are major 
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sporting events like the Super Bowl, Final Four and the Masters” (Aiken Standard, 2015, para. 

3). It is estimated about 250,000 people visit the Augusta area during Masters week (AJC Sports, 

2017). Due to the unintentional negative outcomes that sporting events, ports, and large 

populations bring to cities, it becomes crucial to for politicians and other officials to make strong 

policies and statutes to overcome sex trafficking activity.  

Human Sex Trafficking Law and Policy 

The United States has set in place several different proactive and reactive approaches in 

handling the trafficking of humans in different regions. One successful program that has been 

implemented in cities is called the Human Trafficking Task Forces Anti-Trafficking 

Coordination Team (ACTeam) (U.S. Department of Justice, 2015). Their focus is on creating the 

most skilled team of prosecutors, investigators, and intelligence to create effective, strategic 

programs and convict sex trafficking felons (U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigations, n.d). Phase I 

of this team was implemented in states including Georgia, Texas, Missouri, California, 

Tennessee, and Florida from 2012-2013 (U.S. Department of Justice, 2017). As a result, the 

cases filed on human, labor and sex trafficking increased by, “119% in ACTeam Districts, 18% 

in non-ACTeam Districts; and 35% nationwide” (Department of Justice, 2015). Defendants 

charged on any human trafficking cases increased “114% in ACTeam Districts, 12% in non-

ACTeam Districts; and 28% nationwide” (Department of Justice, 2015). Finally, successful 

convictions for this crime increased, “86% in ACTeam Districts, 14% in non-ACTeam Districts; 

and 26% nationwide” (Department of Justice, 2015).  

Georgia also partakes in the Enhance Collaborative Model to Combat Human 

Trafficking. This is funded through both the Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) and the Bureau 



11 

 

of Justice Assistance (BJA) (U.S. Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime, n.d, para. 

2). This model funds two services: law enforcement and victim advocacy groups. The BJA helps 

create an active approach against sex trafficking in their specialized program. States use the 

funding from this award to “[support] law enforcement agencies’ efforts to coordinate the goals, 

objectives, and activities of the entire Task Force in close collaboration with the local U.S. 

Attorney’s Office and the victim service provider partner” (U.S. Department of Justice Office for 

Victims of Crime, n.d, para. 6). Meanwhile, states who earn the OVC award obtain “the 

Comprehensive Service Model [which] includes intensive case management, shelter/housing, 

food, medical and dental care, mental health treatment, support groups, interpretation/translation 

services, immigration and other legal assistance, literacy education, job skills training, and more” 

(U.S. Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime, n.d, para. 4). Some states obtain awards 

from both the BJA and OVC; however, Georgia is currently only the recipient of the OVC 

award, which serves three victim services in the Atlanta Metropolitan area: Metro counties of 

Fulton, Dekalb, Gwinnett, Cobb, and Clayton” (U.S. Department of Justice Office for Victims of 

Crime, n.d). 

 In summary, while Georgia has taken the necessary steps to solve the sex trafficking 

problem in the state, the literature demonstrates that there are still gaps in evidence-based 

research, such as understanding the impact of policies and procedures, the role of location,  and 

the unintentional role that certain events (concerts, sports) pose in eliminating this crime. The 

current study will aim to understand the specific vulnerabilities of the Augusta Judicial Circuit 

and measures to overcome these limitations. The next section of this paper will describe the 

methods utilized to conduct this study.   
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Methods 

The goal of this study is to understand existing approaches to address HST in the Augusta 

Judicial Circuit of Georgia and any unique factors that influence HST in the area. Some of the 

unique factors of this area include its proximity to state borders, exposure to the I-20 interstate 

which connects it to neighboring cities known for HST like Atlanta, and its unique relationship 

with the Masters Tournament that takes place in Augusta each year. This study consists of 

interviews with individuals in the area who have some connection with either the victims or 

offenders of HST. 

Sample 

Initially this project secured three identified stakeholders in the Augusta Judicial Circuit: 

one from the local task force for sex trafficking, and two from local advocacy groups. Through 

snowball sampling, the initial interviewees provided references to four additional interviewees: 

one from legal services, one director, and two additional advocacy groups. Two attorneys 

involved in legal services were interviewed simultaneously. Every participant must have had at 

least a year of active experience working with victims and/or prosecuting/investigating HST. In 

total, eight individuals were interviewed. Two interviews were conducted at their place of work, 

making sure to adhere to COVID-19 safety precautions. The remaining interviews were recorded 

through video call. This study was approved by Augusta University’s Internal Review Board 

(Appendix A).  
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Survey Instrument 

The interview schedule (Appendix B) consisted of 23 questions that were split into five 

major categories. The first category discussed the individual’s job function, years dedicated to 

their service and their specific roles and duties. The second category concentrated on victim 

backgrounds and needs as well as prevalence throughout the year. The third category focused on 

one’s knowledge of HST law and public policy and the respondent’s perception of the 

effectiveness of existing policy, specifically whether they were aware of limitations in victim 

advocacy and/or criminal indictment, additionally whether public policy assists in prevention of 

crime in the Augusta Judicial Circuit. The fourth set addressed specific vulnerabilities of our 

region, such as highways, geographical location, and hotspots for the crime. The last set of 

questions asked respondents to discuss a trafficker and a client’s profile, trafficking behaviors, 

and how behavior/profiles change depending on times of month or geographical influence.  

Data Analysis  

Interviews completed via face-to-face were voice recorded and transcribed. The 

remaining interviews were video recorded then transcribed. Once transcribed, all recordings 

were deleted. Transcribed material was placed on an excel sheet, with each subject representing a 

row and the questions were placed as individual variables. Each question was examined and 

analyzed paying attention to similarities, differences, and unique responses, particularly with 

regard to interviewee job duties. Placing answer choices on an excel sheet allowed for easier 

pattern analysis and answer comparison. Before presenting results of this analysis, the next 

section of this paper will further describe the participants comprising the study sample. 
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Findings 

Participants 

Table 1 shows information for each interviewee as well as their pseudonyms. Of the 

respondents, four are advocates, two are assistant attorneys, one is an investigator, and one is a 

director and founder. Years of experience working in these roles ranged from 3.5 years to 22 

years. One participant did not explicitly state their total years of service. When asked what role 

their organization plays regarding human sex trafficking, it was found that participant 

responsibilities often overlapped. For example, Anna1, Leona, and Jackie were all responsible for 

training victim advocates. When Anna worked with upcoming advocates, her emphasis was on 

prevention training, “…we train adults to recognize signs and symptoms of abuse, including in 

human trafficking [in adults]”. Additionally, Anna also trains teachers how to spot the signs of 

sex trafficking in minors. Leona also has had similar prevention training programs, however, 

most of her work is usually targeted towards the adult population. Specifically, she coordinates 

prevention training programs for universities. Meanwhile, Jackie’s advocacy training takes a 

different approach. Volunteers under Jackie’s direction respond to calls placed by emergency 

rooms whenever a patient has reported sexual assault or is assumed to be a trafficking victim. 

Volunteers talk with respondents throughout physician examinations:  

For example, we let them know what exactly happens. For instance, how the breast exam 

is done, how the vaginal exam is done. What positions we must get their bodies into, how 

swabs are done. When we are doing these exams, we are there to make sure their 

                                                            
1 All participant names have been changed. 
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dignities are intact. All the body parts are covered up except for the body part that the 

physician needs to look at that moment. It’s for them to know that an advocate is there on 

the side (Jackie).  

Anna’s responsibility also overlaps with Rosa’s, Bennet’s, and Mabel’s role. Once a 

victim comes in to receive services, all four conduct interviews. Anna partakes in forensic 

interviews; the information gathered is then transferred to appropriate legal officials. Meanwhile, 

Rosa’s interviews serve as both a screening tool and as evidence collection. This process is 

required in order to receive the organization’s services. Once the screening has been reviewed, 

and enough information has been retrieved, victims will be able to receive the label “C-SEC 

Victim”. The label is a gateway for safe-housing and protective services by the Georgia 

government. Bennet’s and Mabel’s interviews are used as aides when preparing for a trial. Davis 

is unique as he also participates in interviews; however, the interviews are used as evidence and 

tips during criminal investigations. Agnes also works in victim advocacy but most of her 

knowledge is in relationship to victims of domestic abuse. Agnes is an outreach supervisor, 

expert witness, and court advocate.  

Table 1: Characteristics of Respondents 

Pseudonym Gender Title Role Years in Role 

Anna Female Advocate Prevention training 8 

Davis Male Investigator Investigation 14 

Agnes Female Advocate Outreach Supervisor & 

Designated Court expert 

witness 

-- 
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Jackie Female Advocate Guiding victims through 

emergency room 

examinations & review cases 

(children) 

22 

Rosa Female Executive Director 

& Founder 

Hiring employees, 

developing programs, 

funding, providing direct 

services 

8.5 

Leona Female Advocate Facilitate and coordinate 

outreach and prevention 

opportunities campus wide 

3.5 

Bennett Male Assistant Attorney Prosecution 14 

Mabel Female Assistant Attorney Prosecution 4 

Victims of Human Sex Trafficking 

The respondents agreed that when trying to describe an HST victim, it is not a “one-size-

fits-all” characterization. Anna mentioned how their uniqueness can go back to their origin. She 

has witnessed that every person has a different story or set of circumstances which brought them 

into trafficking. As an investigator, Davis found that the definition of victimhood in sex crimes is 

viewed differently amongst law enforcement and everyday citizens:   

In every single case, the person is different. So, when you see something, it is different 

from the way I see something. We’ll have a mother come in and say, ‘hey my child was 

sexually abused’ we will talk to the kid and the kid would say, ‘yeah he spanked me on 
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my butt’. That is not sexual abuse. The way a regular person would see it and the way 

law enforcement would see it; it is totally different.  

This phenomenon extends beyond the police department and into the courtroom, as 

miscommunication is often found between the juries and attorneys. Bennet has recognized that 

everyone holds onto a different perception of what a victim looks like, “You will often-times see 

this individual and not see them as a victim, however it is because of their circumstances which 

made them a victim of a crime. They found themselves in a situation that was beyond their 

control.” These perceptions work against the victim because although the victim was under the 

control of their pimp, the jury are often made aware a of their drug use, role in prostitution, or 

struggles with aggression. Leona emphasized this idea when she said:  

The majority of reported cases, those that come forward, that I had to deal with, were 

more in the lower socioeconomic status. That is my perception. They were, what we 

would call, part of the vulnerable population. So, the vulnerable populations would 

consist of those that are homeless, those that have impairments of any kind (physical, 

mental, drug addiction). Those who are willing to take drugs are vulnerable to being 

victimized. 

While a common idea among the respondents was that victims tend to be individuals who 

find themselves in difficult situations, Leona did not share the sentiment that they were all 

“troubled”. Instead, she recognized that victims come from a variety of different age groups, 

ethnicities, races, and socioeconomic statuses. In one of the cases she worked on, an 

incapacitated elderly patient at a nursing home became the victim of a sex crime, “so, males and 

females, there is no discrimination with race or economics.” Another way in which victims vary 
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is with their mental states. Rosa has found that some victims are more resilient than others. Some 

victims are tougher and more proactive towards receiving help, while others may require more 

time. Some individuals are more perceptive that they had been trafficked while others would not 

consider themselves a victim. However, the responses can all be summarized through Jackie’s 

statement:   

There are only so many sexual acts that can occur. There are only so many different 

relationships between people that can happen. Whether that could be relative-type 

relationships: father-daughter, aunt-nephew, grandfather-grandchild. Or it could be friend 

type relationships: boyfriend, girlfriend, friend. But it’s amazing to me between those 

same relationships, and those same sexual acts that occur, everybody responds 

differently. And everybody’s healing process is different, everybody’s support system is 

different. I think it all goes back to everybody’s history being different. Whatever led 

them to this point, all of those experiences are different. 

 Mabel recommends that when moving forward with any court procedure and client, one 

must view these circumstances under a case by case basis. Since no two victims are alike, their 

aid and treatment should be personalized and unique to them.  

Across Georgia, there are a handful of organizations targeted to aid victims who have 

been trafficked. Yet the requirements to obtain the label “victim” in order to receive that 

organization’s services varies from one entity to another. In Davis, Agnes, Jackie, and Leona’s 

organizations, for example, they all worked under the philosophy that if an individual reaches out 

for help, the survivor should automatically be provided with assistance. Davis recognized that 
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this is the case, because oftentimes obtaining the evidence for a sexual assault or rape case can be 

rare to come by:  

As far as evidence goes, most of the time you will not get that evidence. When it comes 

to sexual assault or sexual assault to children, they happen in the past…most of the stuff 

we get there is no evidence from the testimonial. 

 Meanwhile Agnes, Jackie, and Leona emphasized that advocacy is built on trust. Jackie 

explained that in her organization the only requirement is to identify oneself as a victim. 

Identification in Agnes and Leona’s case is when a victim decides to call them directly through 

their crisis’s hotlines. Agnes mentioned, “Once the call gets to an advocate, they have an 

assessment. There is no physical evidence that [they] need to provide...” Leona echoed:  

My role then was an advocate or crises specialist. All that they would have to do is to tell 

us what happened, and they would automatically be believed. Then we would provide 

resources and support to either help them navigate the healthcare portion which is a 

priority. 

Leona mentioned that it is crucial they are believed right away. They all acknowledged how 

difficult it is to come forward and ask for guidance when going through a traumatic event, “my 

role was to give them options and that empowerment for them to decide what is best for them at 

that moment.” Overall, the respondents above worked in entities that worked under the premise 

of believing the victim, and removing as many barriers as possible, as the most effective means 

to helping the survivors.     
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For Anna, Rosa, Bennet, and Mabel, the process is a bit more difficult. As will be 

discussed later, safe housing is a limited amenity in the state of Georgia. Even if one were to 

acquire the label “victim”, it does not automatically guarantee an available safe space. In Anna 

and Rosa’s organizations, for a victim to receive their services, the individual must have been 

provided the label “C-SEC Victim” (C-SEC: commercially sexually exploited child). The only 

means to obtain this label is through a screening process using Georgia Cares. Georgia Cares is a 

nonprofit organization located in Atlanta, Georgia. They work with federal law enforcement, 

court systems, safe homes, and other service providers to help children who have been trafficked. 

While this organization has made great strides to help the exploited children of Georgia, Anna 

and her team noted one major drawback when relying on a label to provide services: 

They’re not going to just sit down with us like we are right now and say, ‘You know 

what? You’re right. I have been trafficked’. Sometimes it is an issue and a barrier to 

healing in offering intervention that we have to get them that label.  

 Rosa pointed out an additional drawback with the extensive screening process are the 

deadlines, “unfortunately, if there are not enough people to come together to provide enough 

collateral information in time, the victim may not be confirmed as a C-SEC victim”, she also 

mentioned that only one organization is properly certified to do screenings and they are located 

about two hours away in Atlanta. Though, she affirmed that advocacy centers are aware, and 

progress has been made to create a resolution using a new model. This model aims to train state 

and local advocacy centers with the ability to confirm or deny an individual with a C-SEC label. 

Rosa explained that by using this new model, it will provide a continuum of care. As such they 
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are not only aiding those who have received the label, but also those who are high-risk or 

suspected of being trafficked.  

Compared to the advocacy centers and law enforcement personnel, Bennet and Mabel 

work under different set of requirements. For a victim to receive their services, it is entirely 

dependent on the legal perquisites.  Bennet stressed that as Assistant District Attorneys (ADAs), 

they ultimately represent the state. For the victim to retrieve justice, the defendant’s actions must 

be proven beyond a reasonable doubt in the court, “that means that the testimony of a single 

victim is enough to prove the case.” Mabel explained that for prosecutors, it is important that the 

actions match the elements of the laws which define it as human trafficking. If the elements are 

not present, then the defendant is not prosecuted for that crime. Thus, the interviews have made 

it clear that to obtain “victim status” and retrieve specific services, it is entirely contingent upon 

that institution’s philosophy or who they work under. While the honor system is sufficient in 

some advocacy centers, others require an intensive screening. Meanwhile, law enforcement 

centers may do everything in their power to provide justice for victims, but whether it is enough 

to prove victimhood in the court is a different discussion. Overall, there is no one universal set of 

requirements to be labeled as a victim.  

Depending on the organization’s amenities and roles, services the organization provides 

greatly varies. Yet, despite where the victim is receiving their care, there are often common 

needs to be met. For example, Jackie’s primary role was often to be present during the time of a 

sexual assault medical forensic examination. She explained that before evidence collection, the 

individual cannot take a bath or remove their clothes because it interferes with evidence 

collection:  
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Some of our needs [are] new panties, new socks, new bottoms and tops. What we usually 

rely on a company that provides scrubs to wear at home. We also like to give them 

hygiene packs: wash cloths, soap, shampoo, conditioner, tooth brush, tooth paste, lotion, 

mouthwash, etc. so that when they are finished with evidence collection – they can go, 

take a shower, take care of their hygiene. 

 Oftentimes, the victim is financially disadvantaged, which is why basic amenities are an 

urgent need. While Agnes worked predominately with domestic violence victims, she also found 

a similar pattern, “We have situations where clients become homeless, lose jobs, don’t have 

vehicles; they are dependent on the person they are being victimized by.” Agnes mentioned how 

crucial it is to provide financial assistance and provide them a means to become independent and 

self-sustaining.  Meanwhile, Davis and Rosa both recognized the importance of therapy. Though 

they come from different realms, they noted that a deficit in mental health services often lead to 

future difficulties. Davis mentioned that in over thirty three years of working in sex crimes unit, 

“if you don’t get that [mental health services] help right away, you’re going downhill and you do 

not recover.” Rosa agreed as she found that by emotionally stabilizing a victim allows the team 

to move forward and “serve them well”. Alongside mental health, Anna and Leona believed at 

the minimum, the individual must develop a safety plan, “What we find is that anyone identified 

or presumed that they were a sex trafficking victim is that they are extra cautious.” She 

recounted of a time where one of her trained advocates were assisting a victim at the hospital. 

The individual was fully cooperating with team members and following the process. Yet, once 

the victim was given a smoke break, they left and were never seen again. Leona believed that the 

victim fled because reality finally sat in for her. She was uncertain of her options, herself, and of 
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her future, and she had not planned for it. Anna experienced this to be true but under different set 

of circumstances: 

What we have found with kids we have worked with is even if the child decides to 

disclose, we’ve had it where they’re getting stalked by the pimp or [they are] still being 

around them. So, one of the big needs we have is location movement.  

Under an ideal set of circumstances, they could remove the child from the area and place 

them in a safe space. Overall, the trend displayed is that when the victims are removed from their 

harmful environment, they are often left without basic resources. Victims then find themselves 

needing clothes, hygiene kits, therapy, and a plan.  

As mentioned earlier, one of the biggest needs for victims is housing. When Anna 

worked with individuals who urgently needed assistance, she found that:  

We do not have placement. Victims we work with may not have a safe place to go so, we 

do not have a secure place. There is a new place that opened in Paulding, Georgia. So, 

Dallas Georgia is the city of Georgia [Paulding] is the county where they have a 

receiving center. 

 Law enforcement officials or DEFACS would obtain custody of a child suspected of 

being trafficked. If the child they found was from Augusta, law enforcement would have no 

other choice but to send them to Paulding, Georgia, the only receiving center in the state. 

Paulding, Georgia’s centers are located about three hours away from the Augusta Circuit. Agnes 

came across a similar issue in relation to safe housing. Her organization assists women from 
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about 10 different counties; however, they only have access to one commune center. This forces 

Agnes and her team to take the women outside of their home state and away from their families:  

We do advocate for other shelters, but that would be Athens, Atlanta, outside of our area. 

This does not really pose a problem. This wouldn’t be much of a huge barrier. But the 

fact that we are the only agency in this area, and that we do service ten counties--that 

kind of tells all. We should actually have another agency. 

However, with the housing that is currently available Leona found that the safe housing 

may unintentionally be discouraging victims from seeking help:  

I’ve noticed with the resources that we do have in Georgia, is that they’re religious based. 

I think that’s a barrier. I think their requiring victims to adhere to their philosophies and 

their beliefs in order to get help. I personally believe that is a barrier. 

Beyond housing, victims have often found themselves struggling to maintain other 

necessities due to financial hardships. Many of these necessities are crucial because they are the 

key to stopping the cycle of victimization. However, once again, once a need is attended to, it 

exposes another layer of hardship. For example, in the realm of counseling, Jackie noted that 

without a proper income it has prevented many victims from receiving medical care:  

Sometimes it is transportation for them to get to appointments (counseling & medical). If 

it is online counseling, some limitations are technology. Some victim’s phones may be 

cut off and they are not able to keep the phone on to have the counseling appointment 

that week.  
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Yet, when transportation is not an issue, Leona, Rosa and Jackie have found that the 

stigma to receiving help continues to dominate in this society:  

It is the stigma of sexual assault, that we still blame victims in this society. To me it is 

still amazing that we still just will not believe people. Go back and look at how many 

trials we have had in the Augusta judicial circuit in the past years and how many of those 

have been found to be non-guilty. It’s nauseating. Those people are set free. They are not 

going to come forward when they feel like they are not going to be believed discussed 

Jackie. 

Rosa has found that the stigma is the reason why victims have negative views about 

receiving care or seeking justice in the courtroom. Davis, Bennet and Mabel, found that help may 

be limited due to the clash between law, society, and culture. Bennet realized this when trying to 

aid victims from different ethnic backgrounds:  

 If someone (victim) is from another country, say they’re Hispanic or Asian and they 

don’t speak the language – you got to understand that generally, people distrust law 

enforcement in America, it seems to have grown bigger than when I first started. 

However, it is not like other countries. In other countries there is sometimes a complete 

distrust of law enforcement. People from other countries know that – there is distrust, 

language barriers, there’s also just, you know a lot of these cases are just where you go to 

a victim’s house and there are 15 to 20 people in one room. Everybody knows 

everybody’s business, and there’s that pressure that if you step out, then we’re going to 

be exposed.  
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The desire to keep their community safe from complications of the law gets in the way of 

the healing. Even when investigating crimes, Davis had come across similar crossroads where 

there would be witnesses but they would not come forward as such, “most of the teens that we 

run into, they are self-exploiting, and they refuse to speak with law enforcement”. Thus, although 

law enforcement would be aware of the situation, no one would choose to work alongside the 

officers.  

Most respondents noticed that the number of victims seeking their assistance tend to shift 

throughout the year. The ADAs have witnessed that warmer weather has often brought an increase 

of criminal cases. Davis explained the ADAs observations:  

During the summer, we get a huge spike. This is especially because the kids are out of 

school. Right now, this wonderful virus, kids have been at home. So, there is no one to 

watch out for them. In school they have friends, counselors, teachers, right now they have 

nothing. When school starts back up, there is going to be a huge hit. 

 Rosa illuminates how schools are often the biggest aid when trying to protect minors. 

Because when students can go to school, more reports are made by teachers and counselors. Anna 

recognized the implication of schools during a pandemic, “if kids do not have access to safe adults, 

there are not safe adults that are going to be making these reports.” Another major spike seen is 

the relationship between big sporting events and victimization. Specifically, Masters Week and its 

role in this crime. Anna and Jackie were aware of the history behind national events and sex 

trafficking:  
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There is research on that too where anytime there is an influx of sporting events, so like 

the Superbowl is a big-time event. The big thing is that those places all rotate, the 

Superbowl is at a different place every year. So, it is a big issue when the Superbowl is in 

Atlanta. But the Masters is always here (Anna). 

With the Masters prestige, it has also brought along the denial of its associations with sex 

trafficking crimes.  

Jackie supported this claim by explaining that with the Masters and other similar events, 

“there are people in our area that take advantage on that time. Anytime there are large groups of 

people coming in and out of our area.” While advocacy centers and law enforcement agencies are 

aware of this dilemma, Anna highlights one major complication: Augustans have become 

accustomed to renting out their private homes to out-of-state visitors. Sting-operations have often 

been performed in public spaces and other authorized sites. Yet, it becomes nearly impossible to 

obtain the permission of executing a sting operation on private property. One participant 

completely disagreed with these observations. Leona stated that throughout the year there has 

always been a constant stream of victims needing aid:  

That is interesting because you hear about this nationally, or even locally, that the media 

likes to say that. But as a 24/7 advocacy center, I didn’t, and I was also in charge of the 

volunteers. So, I got all the reports, and I checked the reports the next morning to see what 

came in through the volunteers and things like that. So, we would be prepared for holidays: 

New Year’s Eve, Christmas, so sometimes there would be a spike there. But it was nothing 

significant. You would hear Masters Week; the media loves to talk about that. However, 

as far as our agency, and the 3 ½ years I was there, I did not see a spike that week. 
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Thus, most respondents emphasized that the Augusta Judicial Circuit should not ignore the 

relationship between the seasons, population, and education. Instead, by neglecting the role of the 

three circumstances citizens further push the circuit away from preventing this crime. Furthermore, 

events which bring in large groups of individuals, such as Masters Week, should be viewed as 

additional vulnerability alongside the other factors mentioned above. However, the extent to which 

the Masters Week directly creates an influx in sex trafficking cases must further be supported or 

contradicted using police data.  

Perpetrators of Human Trafficking  

If one were to select a handful of Augusta resident’s and ask what they think of when they 

hear the word “pimp”, several responses may be laid out. The mental construction of a pimp is 

heavily influenced by what one is exposed to on TV, movies, music, and on the internet. Jackie 

summarized all of the respondent’s responses when she said, “they look like anybody and 

everybody out there. They come from all walks of life – all socioeconomic, races, ethnicities, ages. 

They look like everybody.” Davis went more into depth with his experiences:  

I’ve arrested a doctor at AU, I’ve arrested a judge, I’ve arrested a crack dealer. Black, 

white, Hispanic, male, female, young and old. My youngest that I’ve arrested was 16-year-

old white boy while our oldest was an 80-year-old black guy. When you’re thinking 

trafficker, you’re thinking, ‘guy hanging around the school’. They are not that. They’re 

going to be the judge, deputies, highly educated, or lowest person on the totem pole. It’s 

the money and money is going to drive you. There is no specific here. Out of all the 

traffickers I have arrested here, which is going back to 40 or 50, the majority are young 

black men. But again, that is not saying a whole lot. The “majority” can be 10 or 20, but 
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the rest of them are still [other ethnicities]. There is no way to think of that as far as when 

it comes to ethnicities. Rich or poor, it doesn’t matter. 

Rosa warned that pimps looks can be deceiving:  

One of the first traffickers that we became aware of was a woman about my age along with 

two younger women. That’s juxtaposed by a trafficker who was a nice looking, athletically 

built, boyfriend like looking trafficker. So, it’s just been very verified, and these traffickers’ 

backgrounds were very different. 

 In another case she worked on, she traced one of the pimp’s family members and friends 

and was surprised to see that she came from a religious background. Yet her relatives also 

mentioned that there were potential complications with their mental status:  

It was also brought to my attention that they felt like she might have been used. I don’t 

know that if she has ever been diagnosed or had the proper services, but I did get the feeling 

that she is very impressionable and vulnerable to being used. That’s sad, because now she’s 

serving prison [time]. 

Anna wanted residents to keep in mind of one important fact:  

It could be anybody. If you look arrests there are arrests in African American gang member 

it could be a blue-collar business guy in Columbia County…One thing we see as to how 

children get into it is through family. We see too that mothers pimp out their children. We 

see some parents pimping out their children in exchange for drugs. It goes back to 

education; we don’t see just one type of trafficker. It happens in Columbia County too; I 
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think people probably think no it doesn’t [happen in Columbia County]. We have cases 

here; we serve 9 counties--Richmond, Columbia, Burke, Thompson, McDuffie, Warren, 

Wilkes, Toliver, Lincoln County. We’ve had victims from Wilkes County which is really 

small. So, it is everywhere.  

Anna mentioned that in one of her meetings, it was brought to her attention that in about 

every county of Georgia, there had been at least one case of HST. In terms of whether the 

sentiments would hold true if they were to describe pimps in other regions, most respondents were 

unsure of the answer. Davis mentioned that traffickers’ demographics vary even more in Atlanta:  

You will have more international people there; they will be flying in just for that purpose. 

You will see more diverse [traffickers] in the major cities, with international connections 

than you would have here. The only time we get diversity here is when it comes to the 

Master’s. They will fly in from Singapore, Hong Kong, China, they will fly in for anything. 

Anna believed that the trafficking style varied depending on the location’s average annual 

income, “I think in lower socio-economic [homes]; you will get gang-related, violent-related. In 

your affluent communities there is cases, there are less-gang related [trafficking].”  

Respondents were also asked whether the traffickers showed behaviors of working in 

solitude or in groups, “Both” Davis stated:  

We do have a ring that we are trying to arrest. We have arrested a couple of them. They 

were taking girls from Columbia, South Carolina and take them to Augusta. The ones from 

Augusta they were going to take to Macon. The ones from Macon, back to Columbia. That 

way they run-away for two weeks, when the parents file a police report, they take them 
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back. Next week they will do the same thing again. That was a group of 10. They were 

going down as far as Jacksonville; they originate in Savannah and take them down to 

Jacksonville. It keeps them out of jurisdiction. The more hands you have in the pot, the 

more it’s going to be screwed up. They know that. Luckily the computers make it easier 

now. 

The rest of the respondents agreed with Davis’ response, though Bennet, Mabel, Leona and 

Rosa found that on average, they tend to work more in groups. Anna concluded:  

I think both is what we see and usually when you’re historically looking at populations like 

this there is usually someone in charge. But, we see solo cases, we see gang group cases, 

it really does vary. I think that is part of the issue, when you have more solo cases, I think 

they get mislabeled and not counted as human trafficking for C-SEC and it makes the 

numbers a little smaller. Because I know that client mentioned earlier was not counted as 

human trafficking. Those [Traffickers] that do not fit the mold of what one would think as 

human sex trafficking would be mislabeled. 

While it is known that a sex trafficker’s demographics is not a “one-size-fits-all”, not all 

respondents felt that this was the case for the Johns, the customer/purchaser of sexual services, in 

the Augusta region. Rosa reiterated Jackie’s comment, “People who participate in purchasing sex 

trafficking victims also come from a variety of backgrounds. As I mentioned earlier, you have 

purchasers from all walks of life. There is no typical John.” Legally speaking, demographics 

remained the same in Davis’s field:  
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Buyers are traffickers too. Not just people who rent them, but the ones who buy are also 

traffickers. They can be arrested for the same thing2. Those are, a majority, middle-aged 

white men. But, again, that runs everything – we’ve had Saudi Elites fly in for that. Most 

of the buyers have been middle-aged [30’s and above]. 

However, while Bennet and Leona agree that most traffickers do not fit a mold, there is an 

underlying pattern for most Johns. “Their socioeconomic standing is higher, from my 

understanding. They’re more in the mid-life age range, and they may be more Caucasians 

(Leona).” Bennet followed:  

If you go to any major event whether it’s Super Bowl or the Masters you’re going to have 

people who come in who are affluent and people who come in who are poor, usually men 

from every walk of life. They tend to be thirty-five or above. 

 Anna pushed away from the responses above and says that in her experience it does not 

always seem to be white, middle-aged men but, in fact, “It could be both sides, what we see more 

of are violent gang-group types.” In her professional experience she found that traffickers who 

work alone are more likely to be prosecuted under a different offense since their crime is more 

likely to be mislabeled.  

Thus, this led to the final interview question respondents were asked: “if a criminal is not 

being charged for HST, what related offenses can they be charged for?”  Jackie and Anna explained 

that the crime a trafficker can be indicted for is highly contingent on the acts that the trafficker, or 

John, participated in. Leona found that many traffickers have been caught on drug charges, “Drug 

                                                            
2 Most participants used the term traffickers, but one used pimp or john. Davis noted the words can sometimes be 
used interchangeably because, legally, johns can be charged as traffickers. 
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is a common one, because so often they drug the victim to keep them addicted.” Rosa explained 

that traffickers and Johns have also been caught committing white collar crimes:  

We had one that was charged for counterfeiting, that’s the biggest one that sticks out in my 

mind. I know that some of our partners had perpetrators charged for tax evasion, they might 

be charged with weapon charge with weapons that did not have permit, or theft. But 

generally, the counterfeiting. 

Meanwhile, in cases where trafficking cannot be shown in court, Davis have often relied 

on an aggressive approach:  

We can stack charges. So I do pandering, pimping, keeping a place for prostitution, 

solicitation of sodomy, criminal facilitation of sodomy, trafficking facilitation of servitude, 

statutory rape, child molestation, aggravated child molestation, cruelty, enticing a child for 

indecent purposes, some of these are misdemeanors also…feticide (if the baby dies), 

voluntary manslaughter in an unborn child dies, sexual exploitation, online solicitation, 

obscene internet contact, distributing obscene material, kidnapping, false imprisonment, 

interfering with custody, forgery (if you got the girl there and she is lying about her age, 

ID, etc), incest, public indecency, it is endless. We will stack so many charges on somebody 

if they are caught. 

Yet, in the courts, Mabel and Bennet have ultimately found that most traffickers are caught on 

“…false imprisonment or aggravated assault. They are usually doubly charged, they can be 

charged for humans trafficking but also with false imprisonment, kidnapping, aggravated assault, 

terroristic threats. Those are going to be the major ones.” Echoing Davis’s statement, “…children 
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wrapped up in this, the defendant will be charged for child molestation, battery, enticing a child 

for indecent purposes. There’s a lot of sexual crimes to protect a victim.  

Law and Public Policy  

As an ADA, Bennet had witnessed how the current statues under Georgia laws are 

aggressive towards traffickers:  

There are specific laws for them, so there is a specific crime that a criminal can be 

prosecuted under for human trafficking. Victims also have the opportunity to sue the 

perpetrator themselves and get civil compensation. They also can forfeit the defendant’s 

home, money, car, etc. So, they can take the proceeds and be enriched by the legal 

activity. 

  He also discussed how in recent years, there had been an expansion of jurisdiction for 

the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI). Originally, investigators would have had to obtain 

permission by the sheriff or attorney to investigate cases suspected of trafficking behavior. 

However, Georgia has now authorized the GBI to investigate all HST related cases in the state. 

Bennet described that he appreciated how current laws manage to be both specific and broad, and 

strong enough to impact the legal system. “I would say that Georgia probably has one of the 

strongest [laws] in the United States.” Davis agreed with Bennet, in that he recognized how the 

laws serve the vulnerable, acknowledging the current Governor’s wife, Mary Kemp, for “spear 

heading” these issues. In 2016, when Leona held an executive position, she worked alongside a 

sister league in Atlanta to form what was known as the Bill 8, “safe harbor”. It is also has gone 

by the name Rachel’s Law:  
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The Georgia senate Bill 8 provided several things, the main one being: sex trafficking 

victims were no longer being treated as criminals. Because prior to that, they were being 

treated as prostitutes. It provides rehabilitation, care, housing, all of the support not only 

pointing out what is illegal but what will properly help the victims. It’s supposed to create 

a fund, and the income comes from fees from convicted sex trafficking criminals and 

adult entertainment industry. The other thing is that it requires sex trafficking offenders to 

be registered in the sex offender registry. So that was a huge bill and that was the only 

one that I am familiar with in terms of legislation. 

Jackie believed that the strength of Georgia legislations goes beyond the punishment of 

perpetrators and also serve victims during the criminal investigation process:  

Our ways of serving victims have changed in that, when I started, evidence collection 

could only be done within 72 hours. We have now done that up to a week. Technology 

has greatly improved over 22 years, to be able to gather evidence. There are also laws 

that have changed for adults. This does not apply to minors. However, adults can come in 

and have evidence collected, and not talk to law enforcement yet. That is called a 

restricted report.  

 Jackie explained that when a victim decides to opt for a restricted report, the evidence 

collected at the clinic is collected, provided a case number. The case number is a code which 

indicates the location the crime took place. This evidence is then taken by law enforcement as 

evidence for up to a year, but it is not submitted for investigation.  For Jackie, she believes that 

this is an- important change for justice initiatives, “Within that year the victim may prioritize 
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getting counseling first, finding a safe home, or even get away from the situation long enough to 

find some strength to go forward with prosecuting the individual.”  

Most of the respondents do not believe that these laws have potential limitations 

regarding victims. Instead they found that the problems were not in the laws, but in the court 

procedures. Anna mentioned that while the DA may be willing to take on a case:  

You need a compliant victim. And we’re not always going to have that in C-SEC, we are 

never always to have that in any child-abuse, but especially not in C-SEC or human 

trafficking. So, you may know as a prosecutor that this is human trafficking case. But, if 

you do not have a [compliant] victim, what case are you going to have? You need to have 

all victims being willing to testify and they are accessible. 

 Even if the victim is compliant and willing to participate, Jackie mentioned that not 

having the proper amount of quality of evidence may get in the way of prosecution. Bennet 

expanded the thought by adding:  

I am not sure if there is anything in the law that prevents them from getting help. It’s just 

because of how long getting a case to trial or getting resolution, that delay, can 

sometimes hinder victims from being able to move on with their lives. I don’t think that’s 

designed in the law, that’s a product of circumstance. 

 For Davis, his perception was that politics impact victims receiving help:  

The laws are changing quickly, some of our law makers that are on the leftist side of it, 

don’t actually want to sign some of these things. But they are coming on board. We are 
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getting more laws that are making this a priority. We are getting a grip behind a lot of the 

laws.  

 While Rosa believed that there were not current limitations in Georgia laws for victims, 

she also did not agree with the notion that it is the current laws are enough:  

They added to Georgia law that those who are eighteen and above, but are limited with 

their mental capacity, they will be treated as minors. That has been put in the law, but I 

feel like we need to expand on that to have funding and more people looking at how to 

particularly address this population. Not a limit in the law, just expand more with the law.  

 Similar responses were expressed regarding limitations which prevented the prosecution 

of HST perpetrators. All respondents unanimously agreed that they did not find the laws to 

harbor any specific statutes which prevent the indictment of a criminal. However, two 

respondents pointed out that once again, the judicial process may get in the way of carrying out 

punishments. Bennet mentioned that at times:  

It’s just whether or not you have probable cause to indict. That is just a probability. In 

trafficking, you’re trying to get the bigger fish. The law is far reaching. I don’t think 

there’s problem with the law, I think it’s the defense that’s out there.  

Another point that was addressed was that due to the nature of the court, one of the 

biggest influences on the outcome of the cases are by the grand jury. Juries uneducated on the 

psychological impact of HST crimes on victims would get in their own way of obtaining a full 

picture of the crime. Anna noted that during criminal procedures: 
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You also don’t have an ideal victim on paper. Most of the time these kids, or even adults 

that are human trafficking victims, they are rough around the edges. So, they might have 

some other charges such as stealing or theft or other things that don’t make them look 

like a sound 8 year that was molested by grandpa. Because even though on paper this is 

the law, prosecutors, they know that they will have a jury that will be looking at this 

victim [hesitantly]. And even though you say to them that this is the law, people can’t 

overlook that. Even though they should, it’s still a barrier.  

 After analyzing Georgia’s current laws and its impact on victims in the Augusta Judicial 

Circuit respondents were given the opportunity to provide suggestions for future changes in laws 

or policy which could further help victims. During the interview, Davis admitted his current 

frustrations towards child erotica, “You can have a picture of a 6-year old child holding dildos 

and it’s perfectly legal. However, if she’s showing her vagina, then it is illegal. See, that 

sexualization of a child should be illegal.” Davis’ concerns are well-founded. Fedina, 

Williamson, and Perdue’s 2019 study on “risk factors for domestic child sex trafficking in the 

United States”. Their study found that alongside poverty and drug abuse as being major risk 

factors to sex trafficking, sexual abuse during childhood has also been strongly linked to 

increased risks of being trafficked (Fedina, Williamson, & Perdue, 2019, p. 2656; Reid, Baglivio, 

Piquero, Greenwald, & Epps, 2019) The researchers explain that facing these forms of abuse, 

such as participating in child erotica and/or molestation, increases the likelihood of the individual 

to run-away. Additionally, they are more likely to participate in “survival sex”, which is the act 

of using sex as a means to survive (Fedina, Williamson, & Perdue, 2019, p.2666)   Meanwhile, 

Rosa reflected on a moment in her career where she wished Georgia laws required stricter 

education with those working in transportation. She recollected the day where a 17-year old girl 
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was running away from home to go to California to meet a pimp. The man paid for her 

transportation, “the Uber took her to the bus station here, then the bus station was taking her to 

Atlanta”. Eventually, the 17-year-old made it back home safely to her family Rosa continued that 

she  

Would like to see a law that requires all Uber and Lift transporters to be trained on this 

issue and giving them a clear cut education on how to determine if a customer is being 

used for trafficking purposes. I would also like to see something happen in terms of the 

special population, and I think we need to press in further on hotels. Finally, the different 

websites and apps where kids are being recruited. 

While none of the respondents offered a specific change that is needed to the current 

Georgia laws, Anna, Bennet, and Mabel believed that the traditional court-system combined with 

lack of education in HST interferes with victims looking to seek justice. Anna maintained that:  

We need more education for our prosecutor’s office, some victims will be rough around 

the edges. Get an expert to testify too. Let the expert explain how the victim is and why 

she is that way. Let her (victim) be her but bring an expert in to talk about human 

trafficking. And you cannot change the victim, but bring in other tools to explain those 

dynamics, explain why they ran away from well-springs treatment center and went back 

to their pimp. Explain those things and bring somebody in to educate. I think sometimes 

that is a lot of work, and we don’t take those extra steps.  

Mabel agreed with Anna, but also believed that education must also be extended beyond 

the attorneys and judges:  
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A lot of times we have jurors who come in and have had an idea in their head of what this 

crime looks like. For human trafficking, they might think, ‘well that’s a bunch of people 

being shipped on a shipping container’, but that’s not what it looks like. It’s just people’s 

ideas of what a crime should look like, and so then they come into a court room and it’s 

not what they’ve expected so then they think, ‘this can’t be it then’. 

The miscommunication of what HST really looks like can dissuade jurors from agreeing 

with prosecutors that the defendant must be punished for their crime. This becomes a frustrating 

case for many prosecutors as they often have to switch between being a teacher and legal 

practitioner and even with education Bennet finds that:  

Sometimes, it’s just jurors don’t understand or have empathy for the victim. We had a 

case one time where a woman was probably a prostitute where she got pepper-sprayed 

and beat really bad during the act, but the jurors just didn’t provide a guilty sentence. 

We’ve had cases where a guy was alleged to be a serial rapist, and he went to trial several 

times and he walked from trial every time. Even though his DNA was found inside of the 

victim, but the defense is often times will say they had consensual sex. I think there needs 

to be more public understanding of these types of crimes and what type of person can be 

a victim. A victim can be prostitute and be a victim or a person can be a defendant and 

can be victimized. They can be a criminal and convict a felon. It’s just like anything else, 

I think the issue is dealing with issues of the heart and of the mind within the law. 

For most of the respondents that worked in the field of advocacy, their professional 

knowledge did not heavily touch on court procedures and Georgia laws. Thus, most respondents 

decided to not provide a full opinion on the specificities behind law and public policy. However, 
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for Bennet, Mabel, and Davis, their professions placed them at the forefront of this topic. 

Overall, these respondents did not believe that the law itself should be changed, but instead, that 

amendments to these laws should be added. For Davis, this meant laws recognizing and 

becoming less tolerant on subjects regarding child erotica. Rosa suggested prevention training to 

be required for any industry regarding transportation. Finally, the remaining respondents 

believed that education for prosecutors, defense attorneys, and juries during trials should become 

a must.   

 The Augusta Context  

 According to the National Human Trafficking Hotline, in 2019, California ranked the 

highest in sex trafficking cases. This was followed by Texas, Florida, New York, Ohio, finally 

Georgia (NHTH, 2019). It was then crucial to analyze why this location ranked as one of the 

most active hotspots in the nation. Many studies have found Atlanta’s vulnerabilities were in 

regard to their large immigration populations and the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 

Airport (Schapiro Group, 2010; Hetter, 2019; Baker, 2018). However, respondents were quick to 

point out that the Augusta Judicial Circuit unintentionally created its own set of circumstances in 

which HST crimes favors the predator and increases the crime’s prevalence. One of the biggest 

factors which contributed to this crime is I-20. I-20 is a major interstate which connects big cities 

in Georgia to other big cities in Alabama and South Carolina. Davis explained that by Augusta 

being at the heart of I-20:  

Once you pass jurisdictions, especially state jurisdictions, we don’t talk to each other. We 

do, but not to the extent where I can call on someone and say, ‘hey we got this guy 

heading over there’. We don’t do that. 
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He goes on to mention that Augusta is also close to Burke, Jefferson, and Columbia 

County. This poses a major risk as traffickers may jump within these locations, and despite 

residing in the same state, counties rarely speak to one another. Although the interstate cannot be 

changed, I-20 ultimately exposed one of local law enforcement’s greatest vulnerabilities: 

communication. Through Anna’s experience, she has found miscommunication with agencies: 

We have the federal and we have the state, and I don’t know how well they work 

together. So sometimes it will be like, ‘oh this is my case,’ until it’s not going to be. It is 

not like a sharing or a kumbaya of working together for the greater good, it is very 

isolated. It is an issue I would like to see [changed]. 

Anna continues by emphasizing that not having a good response to HST or C-SEC 

victims due to failure of communication will keep Augusta in a vulnerable spot. She mentions 

this as she had seen this complication play out many times at her advocacy center. Anna’s team 

requires that their organization conducts forensic interviews. She explained that forensic 

interviews can already be a difficult process for a victim to go through, however, it can be made 

more difficult when the victim has to go through it more than once:  

We had a client once where we had the FBI use our facility for forensic interviews, but 

they have an FBI interviewer that they will bring in and they will use that interviewer. In 

the beginning, that was fine. We allowed them to use our space, we really didn’t get 

information. It wasn’t our client; they were just using our room here. But what we ended 

up finding because we know the people that come into our building is somebody called 

from local law enforcement that called three weeks later and said, ‘Hey I’m trying to 
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schedule this kid for a forensic interview,’ and I said, ‘that name sounds familiar’. [It 

turns out] The FBI already had an interview like three weeks earlier. 

 Another major vulnerability many respondents pointed out is Augusta’s unique history of 

hosting one of the world’s most watched sporting events: The Masters Golf Tournament. As 

Anna mentioned earlier, unlike other sporting events which rotates throughout different cities 

each year, The Masters consistently hosts its tournaments in Augusta, Georgia. Davis and local 

law enforcement officers are incredibly aware of these circumstances, “When we have the 

Masters we chat for months on end [with possible offenders] before the Masters [who] drive here 

and have sex with us. Then they get arrested.” When asked why specifically this event and this 

crime, both Jackie and Davis agreed that it all came down to the role of money. Davis added that:  

The second largest business is sex trafficking. You’re [females] are a renewable 

commodity. With drugs, you smoke it and it’s done. With a gun, you shoot it, and the 

bullet is gone. You, you can go through 20, 30, 50 guys in one night and make me more 

money and do the same thing the next night and the next night. That is the biggest reason, 

they know that this is a huge business. They can make thousands. 

 Another local factor brought up by a few respondents is Augusta’s blend of various 

socioeconomic backgrounds. Jackie points out:  

When you think of Richmond County, Columbia County, and Burke County – when you 

think of urban, suburban, and rural we have it all here – the criminals can hide out. You 

have all three types of neighborhoods in all three counties. 

Agnes observed a similar phenomenon:  
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Violence does not always have to be related to poverty, sex, race, religion. All of it comes 

together. It does not matter; you could be a victim. However, Augusta has a high 

homeless rate here and I feel that plays a big part in the people that we serve. Poverty, not 

having appropriate income, jobs, affordable housing – when you’re living with someone, 

you’re trying to make ends meet. Maybe you guys don’t get along, but you’re scared to 

do it on your own and so you just deal with it. So now you guys are fighting because he is 

blowing his income, therefore the bills cannot get paid in time. Just looking at it from that 

perspective, homeless rate and jobs that will allow someone to afford descent housing, all 

those things plays a big part in domestic violence.  

 Behind the scenes, Augusta has a dynamic with money that keeps a dangerous wheel 

spinning, “I think for Augusta, as for any other places, it’s the demand.” Rosa clarified that her 

husband works in Google analytics:  

[Rosa’s husband is a] certified marketing researcher, and he did a study for a one-month 

period in Augusta. I don’t want to say the number right now, but it was a staggering 

number of search results about buying minors in Augusta in a one-month period. When I 

say Augusta, I mean he covered the CSRA: Aikenn, Columbia, Richmond and Burke 

counties. His study may have gone as far as McDuffy County. But he was able to do 

google search analytics on those counties, and it was just a staggering number of people 

looking. It was during the summer; I remember it being in August before last. 

While Augusta has come a long way in terms of its progress with aiding victims and 

preventing HST, the question remained as to how the approach of fighting HST in this area 
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compared to other cities in Georgia, such as Atlanta. Jackie, Bennet, Mabel, and Leona all agreed 

that the biggest difference they see is Atlanta’s monetary support:  

The bigger cities will have more human resources, employees, and volunteers. Also, 

because that’s a bigger hub, and it is where more of that crime is going to occur and 

spread out from. There’s going to be more of it than here. I think we don’t have the scale 

that they have, and that’s one reason. 

Jackie concurred with Mabel’s statement:  

In some respects, I understand it. They have a metro area, and airport, and so they are 

trying really hard to prevent things before people escape to go to another country or to be 

brought into the country. But they do have more funding, more organizations, and they 

seem to be better organized. Once you call, they seem to be prepared and are confident as 

to how to solve the problems. Here, it takes more time to figure things out. 

 Bennet pointed out that Atlanta has one of the biggest international airports in the world. 

In which case, it naturally brings on a “heavier presence” of federal authorities. However, for 

Rosa, she believed that Atlanta’s greatest benefit is of the awareness and acceptance of their 

situation:  

Augusta had a mindset for a very, very long time that it didn’t happen here. That is a very 

hard mindset to offer preventive education. If they don’t think it’s happening, they don’t 

see a reason for preventative care. This has been a big barrier to overcome. Some of our 

other organizations that we work with that are in more metropolitan cities, and they don’t 
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have a much more difficult time convincing their population that it’s happening there. So, 

that’s a big difference for us. 

For two respondents, how their organizations fight HST does not deviate depending on 

region:  

The GBI, FBI, Homeland Security, we all have task forces here and that is all we do. Our 

protocols here are the same as they are in Atlanta, as the same that they are in 

Washington D.C. They are all the same protocols that we use, it is just how we can use 

them sometimes are limited by what we’re allowed to do. If we’re a police department, 

our mayor may say, ‘No, you’re not gonna do this right here’. We will just forget about 

this’. 

  Davis also mentioned that even elected officials such as a Mayor or Council do not have 

complete authority to change protocols.  While Agnes’ protocols are dependent on state laws, 

Agnes’ organization also did not see a difference from city to city:  

We all follow the same guidelines according to the state. Therefore, there are 47 agencies 

throughout the state of Georgia. We all train under the same state laws. There is not much 

difference. A disclaimer, where we might ask questions that are supposed to be asked to 

allow victims to get shelter and additional services. There may be some agencies that do 

not ask the same questions that we would ask. But we should all be following the same 

guidelines.  

Anna on the other hand, believed that Augusta’s latest initiatives may potentially be a 

steppingstone for progress that Atlanta has yet to adopt:  
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One thing you should know about, Augusta started its own C-SEC court. In juvenile 

court, it is called “next court”. But it is a court for kids that have been charged with 

something. They have to have a charge. It is a grant funded court, and it’s really looking 

at not just confirmed victims. As mentioned earlier, victims must be confirmed. However, 

for this program, they do not have to be confirmed. It could be that they are at high risk. 

If you have a kid who has a lot of truancy, missing school, they are high-risk of being a 

run-away, maybe some other key factors, they would qualify for this program. What 

would happen is that they have a coordinator who handles the court cases, and they put 

services in place. So, some of the kids come here for therapy, some go to i-care for 

therapy. They get other types of services too, but I think it’s really just a good kind of 

thing that we have of being preventative. I would say that we have that, and Atlanta 

doesn’t. 

Anna explains that NEXT (New Start Engaging and Excelling Teens) court, brings in i-

Care, DEFACS, school panels, judges, advocates to come together and talk about how to 

properly help a kid during a certain case. However, Anna voiced that despite Augusta’s efforts, 

this city must focus on providing residential places, “the kids will not be able to stay in Augusta 

to get services unless we improve that.” Respondents also agreed that the Augusta Circuit could 

follow Alanta’s footsteps by investing in human resources, volunteers, specialized law 

enforcement units, and above all, education.  

Discussion and Conclusion 

 After speaking with all the respondents, their responses provided an enlightening 

perspective as to how Augusta can further serve victims of HST and residents of the area. 
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Overall, these respondents come from different lines of work (law enforcement, attorney, and 

advocacy). However, they all agree with one principle: to prevent HST, one must focus on the 

victims.  

 HST is inherently a complicated crime. In offenses such as robbery, kidnapping, arson, 

and blackmailing. There is a clear distinction between perpetrator and victim. As such, 

perpetrators are much more likely to be held responsible and prosecuted for their actions. 

However, with HST, it becomes difficult for legal officials to prosecute as the line between 

perpetrator and victim becomes blurred. Victims often build an intimate and romantic 

relationship with their pimp and as such, become a vessel for their trafficker and may engage in 

illegal activities such as prostitution and drug abuse. The respondents stated that when it comes 

to victims, they are never the “cookie-cutter” image of victimhood. At the very least, to 

overcome this battle, it is first advised that the Augusta Judicial Circuit takes the extra steps 

required to educate the citizens about what HST really is and how it manifests in real life. An 

example is that victims are not always immigrants from other countries. Trafficking could be a 

Georgia born resident being moved across different counties or states. Another misinformation 

pertaining to victimhood is that they are typically shy or fragile. While it may be the case for 

some, there are victims whose defense mechanisms may be aggressive, hostile, and outspoken. 

The respondents suggested three ways to help with education: bring in HST experts to testify, 

implement local human trafficking awareness campaigns, and mandate education for those in the 

transportation industry. The goal of increasing education is twofold. First, it helps bring 

awareness to how diverse victims and offenders can be which will aid in the identification. 

Second it brings awareness of the crime which will help to show the prevalence in the area. 
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One way to promote education is by making it a mandatory requirement for court rooms 

to bring in experts of HST to testify in court. Currently, as described by respondents, bringing in 

experts on HST has not been a consistent practice. Experts explaining to the jury what HST is, 

the complicated dynamic between defendant and survivor, and the psychological (personality) 

changes which may occur in the victim would make the jurors more inclined to indict the 

defendant. Because of the misunderstandings surrounding what it means to be trafficked, and the 

image of victimhood, jurors become confused and react by providing a non-guilty verdict. As 

mentioned in the interviews, jurors often possess a traditional view of what victimhood looks 

like. The reason being is that sex trafficking victims are also individuals who partake in criminal 

behavior. Additionally, they tend to take on “rougher” or more volatile personalities. For jurors it 

may come to them as a surprise that despite committing crimes, they are legally still victims. As 

such, jurors may be provided evidence that the person in front of them is a victim, but the 

victim’s role and personality may overshadow the evidence. Ultimately the victim is “blamed”, 

and the defendant is set free. While this does not happen in all instances, respondents mentioned 

that it is a common occurrence.  

Another way of educating Augustans is through campaigns and ads during times of the 

months where sex trafficking is likely to spike. As agreed upon by the respondents, individuals 

are more likely to be victims of sex trafficking during events, such Masters. This is supported by 

previous research which suggests a relationship between an increase in HST crimes during big 

sporting events (Hayes, 2010; Bowersox, 2016). If the Augusta Judicial Circuit created ads and 

informational campaigns on sex trafficking during these times of month, citizens and attendees 

could aid educators, parents, and law enforcement by becoming the eyes and reporters of the 

suspected HST behavior. Additionally, these campaigns should bring to awareness that 
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traffickers come from a variety of different backgrounds. Thus, it may remove the stereotype that 

traffickers are of a specific race, gender, or socioeconomic status. Raising campaigns during 

Master’s Week and events which bring an influx of adults from outside the state may push the 

Augusta Judicial Circuit to remain hypervigilant of these activities.   

Additionally, mandatory education should be placed for those who work in 

transportation. Legislation in GA, O.C.G.A 16-5-47 and Georgia Senate Bill 104, mandates 

posters detailing HST hotlines and prevention in traditional trafficking hotspots such as truck 

stops, public bathrooms, and airports. However, similar legislations have yet to be placed onto 

novel methods of transportation such as Uber and Lyft. Thus, in recent years, traffickers have 

been using these apps as means to move around their victims. Education or certification for 

individuals providing transportation using these apps may create extra barriers from traffickers 

abusing these services. 

 Focusing efforts on increasing public awareness and education is twofold: first, it will 

aid citizens in accurately identifying sex trafficking, and second, it will help to reduce the denial 

of such crime in the area. If jurors are not educated on sex trafficking, it may be a reflection of 

the general population, meaning that Augustans may lack an understanding of HST. The impact 

is that adults may not be able to accurately identify it, and this leads to denial that it exists in the 

region. By bringing awareness, the hope is that it may lead to acceptance of the issue and 

eventually promote their investment in identifying this crime so that real changes may take place.  

 The second suggestion provided by respondents working in advocacy was redirecting 

funds towards housing and services which serve the victims. For example, what sets the Augusta 

Judicial Circuit apart from our neighboring large city, Atlanta, is the generous amount of funding 
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provided to build the infrastructures and teams required to counteract HST. With proper funding, 

the Augusta Circuit could invest in providing more safe houses for HST victims. The lack of safe 

housing and services for victims in need of urgent help can force them to return to their 

dangerous environment. This is a similar problem seen with adults in Augusta trying to escape 

from domestic abuse. This money could also benefit victims by helping to provide victims with 

basic amenities such as transportation, hygiene, and clothing. Most of the victims come from 

lower socioeconomic backgrounds and rely on their trafficker to provide them a means to live. 

The idea is that by being able to provide victims with necessities and homes, it would encourage 

both independence and separation between them and their trafficker.  

 The third suggestion made by investigator Davis and advocates Rosa, Agnes, and Jackie 

is to make a conscious effort to continue promoting the acceptance of mental health treatments in 

schools, work, and other communities. As previously mentioned, receiving therapy is a barrier. 

Victims may feel unsure or resistant to seeking help because of society’s inclination towards 

blaming the victim. This is often further agitated by the failure to indict the defense in the 

courtroom. The result seen by most advocates and law enforcement is psychological 

destabilization and/or returning to their cycle. Additionally, as advised by Leona, safe homes 

built in Georgia should be consciousness of remaining religiously neutral. Victims are diverse 

and come from different upbringings, thus safe spaces should promote tolerance regardless of 

religious backgrounds.  

 Finally, the most significant suggestion for the Augusta Judicial Circuit is promoting 

communication within law enforcement and creating healthy relationships with citizens. As 

pointed out earlier, Augusta’s geographic location creates vulnerabilities to HST: I-20, rivers, 
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and proximity to surrounding states. This makes it incredibly easy for perpetrators to cross 

stateliness, move victims, and avoid getting caught. However, it is strongly encouraged that with 

a crime that relies heavily on travel, teams in different states (South Carolina, Alabama, 

Tennessee, Florida, North Carolina) specialized in trafficking should work together to catch the 

offender. This advice also extends to law enforcement officers of different agencies (local, state, 

and federal). When communication and data sharing increases, the response and prevention is 

much faster and more organized. Additionally, it was suggested that minority representation in 

law enforcement may break down language barriers for victims who come from different 

countries. By diversifying law enforcement, it may slowly increase the level of trust and remove 

language barriers. For now, the biggest change comes through acceptance, as Bennet mentions, 

“I would like you to know that victims are real. You have a jury of twelve, and they decide 

whether there is sufficient evidence [to indict]. Though they believe that the defendant is 

innocent, that doesn’t mean it didn’t happen.” 

Future Research   

           This study gathered important and influential insight. Respondents provided a number of 

recommendations to reduce HST in the Augusta Judicial Circuit. They agreed that, locally, it 

would be advantageous to implement awareness campaigns and increase education and training 

for practitioners and the public. Additionally, they expressed the need for funding to expand safe 

housing and therapeutic support for survivors, and for improved communication within and 

between involved agencies (law enforcement, advocacy, courts, etc.). While this study was 

beneficial for the Augusta Judicial Circuit, it is recommended that future studies strive for a more 

robust sample. It may also be useful to include survivors of HST in the sample, as their 

experience and knowledge could help to further shape future programs and policy. While local 
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studies can be valuable, increasing geographical coverage and sample size will aid in 

generalizability. Another addition that should be considered is examining quantitative data.  This 

would be an unbiased supplementary tool to compliment the qualitative data by aiding in 

knowledge of correlations and socio-demographics. Regardless, research regarding HST is 

necessary and should continue to explore proactive and reactive measures. 
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Appendix B: Interview Questionnaire 

Interview Guide  

 Introductory Questions: 

1. How long have you worked for: ______? 

2. What role does your organization play with regard to HST?  

3. What are your specific roles and duties? 

 Victim-centered questions: 

4. What evidence is required to show that a person is a victim? 

5. What makes each victim unique? 

6. What are common needs to properly help a victim who has been trafficked? 

7. What barriers or limitations are there to properly help a victim in our area? 

8. Are there specific times in the month where you have seen a spike in receiving victims? 

 Law and public policy questions: 

9. How have current Georgia laws helped in serving the victims? 

10. What are limitations in Georgia law that prevents from helping victims properly? 

11. What are limitations in Georgia law that prevents indicting a criminal of sex trafficking? 

12. What changes in policy/law would you like to see in Georgia? 

 Augusta and geographical related questions: 

13. What makes Augusta a vulnerable center for human sex trafficking? 

14. Why are the factors listed above considered vulnerabilities? 

15. What is your opinion for why sex trafficking happens here? 

16. How do methods of preventing or fighting HST differ in Augusta compared to Atlanta or 

other major cities? 

 Offender-related questions: 

17. What do sex traffickers look like (ethnicity, socioeconomic status, etc.) in Augusta? 

18. Are the profiles of the trafficker impacted by geographical influence? 

19. Who are the typical clients (John’s) who partake in HST?  

20. Do client profile change based off of region/times of the month? 

21. Do traffickers work in groups or solo? 

22. If a criminal is not being charged for HST, what related offenses can they be charged for? 

23. Can you provide a name of anybody else that would be willing to talk with me regarding 

my project on Human Sex Trafficking? 


