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Leila Denmark -- 10/10/84 j q;),3
Well, the first thing we wanted to ask you about and I'm sure you've heard this
a million times, is why you wanted to be a physician?

In regard to that, did

. you know any female physicians?
No, in my day there were no female physicians.
to a medical college in Georgia.

I was the third one to ever go

The first one that went to the University of

Georgia was Loree Florence and she got in because she was teaching.

The next

one was Emily Hammond and her uncle was one of the big men in Augusta so. it
made it possible for her to get in.

So I applied but didn't .get an answer.

I went over and asked them if they would let me come to medical school but they
said they had too many and they couldn't take me.

They said wait another year.

I said that I was getting up in age and I would rather start now if that was
possible.

They said wait until tomorrow and we'll have a conference; so the

next morning they said I could stay and that's the way I got into medical school.
Why do you think they didn't answer you?
Well, they had too many people.

It wasn't because they didn't like women.

They

already had 52 men and they weren't supposed to have that many and they did have
more than they needed.

They had nothing against women.

What happened to all of those people because your graduating class slimmed down
to 36?
I lot of them flunked and a lot of them didn't want to be in medicine.
lot of them transferred.

Some of them left Emory and the man I dissected with
I think in medical school in those days there was a

went back to Michigan.
pretty big turnover.

But there was lots of them that fell out of Pathology.

Was that the tough course?
That was the tough course.
It still is.

And a
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Dr. Lamar and Dr. Ptmd.

Dr. Lamar was the head of Pathology and Dr. Pund was the

assistant and then of course Dr. Pund was the head after Dr. Lamar died,
Who discouraged you or encouraged you?
As a child'" I was always interested in seeing things get wel1..
_.. 1 ·I was on a
big farm down .in Bullock County.
father's farm.

The

town of Portal was built on my

But all of my life there was a world of animals on the farm.

There was always something that needed to be cared for.

Like after a big rain

all of the little biddies would look like they had drowned.

You'd go out and

pick them up and shake the water out and wrap them up in a Cloth and put them
in a basket and bring them in an:d get them warm.

That was the most important

thing in my life.

They'd pick the geese and they

Then there were other .things.

would tear· one they would let me run and· get the sutures and do the sewing •.
Sometime they'd make a little tear that had to be sutured together.
anything to see something live.

I loved

When I was in the first grade we had a beautiful

flower garden and we'd take flowers to the teacher.

At the end of the day she

would just pitch the flowers out.· So I'd wait .until everybody left and then
.

.

.

go get the flowers even though !·had watered·the flowers and probably carried
them to her.

I'd take them back home just to see them lift their heads again.

You see what I mean.
anything.

So life to me has always meant a lot; I've never killed.

I don't believe in killing.

our back yard - Dr. Boynton.

A doctor moved into town and lived in

He was one of the smartest men that had ever

been to Hopkins but he had come back to be a country doctor· and he lived in
our back yard.

I did get a chance to be exposed a great deal to thi,s doctor -

whether he was an i:hfl uence but I real; ly ·think that it was just . something I
wanted.

I had never heard of a woman doctor.\

What made you think that you could do it?
I don't know why.

I went to college.

When 1 was a child the thing I thought

· I would do was to be a miliner· - build beautiful hats.

B.ecause in that day

it was an art to build a beautiful hat •. Well after I learned to do that . ,. I
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built a lot of doll hats and made a lot of things· like
I'd like to be a designer and make clothes.

then I decided

So I really went through a spree

with that.

Then after that I learned to cook and I thought I'd like to be a

dietician.

Then I began to study chemistry and I liked that part of it - in

high school. · Then when I went to college I met a person named Dr. Macon and
he was very interested and he fixed me up a little dissecting
Where was this?
Tift College.

I had a little dissecting lab.

So in the evening I'd go up

there and dissect frogs and things of that type.
that type thing.

It was a lot of fun doing

Then they began to call me Doc.

I don't know why because
_______ _

--··-·;

I had never though ... I didn't know that you could be a woman doctor.

\J had no

I was engaged to Mr. Denmark and I thought that I would get married
then so I thought that 1 would teach school.
and

So I taught one year. at Tift

2! years at high school and I found out that wasn't for me. So Mr .. Denmark

got an appointment to Java in the consul service and he.couldn't take a wife
l·.

so the minute he left I sent in an application to the University of Georgia.
It was already too late and I didn't hear from them.

So when it was time

to go! went over there and that's how I got in.
So, you sent your application a little late that year?
Oh it was late.

It was very nice.

I had a great time.

Who .did you talk to you after they didn't return your letter?
Oh, I went over to the University and 1 talked to the Dean and I talked to
Mrs. Turner.
Janie Turner.

She was a wonderful person.
She was a secretary.

They were so kind and nice to me.
Was that Goodrich who was the Dean then?
No, no. Dr. - Who was the Dean then?
That's who we understood was the Dean.
I think that's right.

Yes, I'm sure that's who it was.

W e w e r e w o n de

ri n g a b o u t w h a t

w a s. t h e a p p l i c a t i o n p r o c e s s

F i l l e d o u t t h e a p pl i c a t i o n .
t o d o a l l t h i s o t eh r.

ma r r i ed man

W h at di d yo u ha v e to d o?

T h at da y a n d t i m e it wa s di ff er e nt - y o u di d n't h a v e

T h e y j u s t t o l d m e t h e n e x t d a y t h a t I w a s a dm i t t e d a n d

a s s i g en d m e t o a c a d a v e r w i t h t h i s
. n o t p a t h o l o g y,

li k e.

b u t w i t h p h y s i o l o g y,

(i n a u di bl e)
(inaudible)

H e w a s a n a s s i s t a n t i n p a t h o l o g y,

a n d w i t h a b o y n am e d L a n i e r.

o n t h e c a m p u s i n t h a t d a y a n d t i em .

He h ad a w i fe

He w as t he o nl y

an d t wo c hil d re n

s o t h e. t h r e e o f u s w e r e d i s s e c t i n g t o g e t h e r.
·T h a t

w a s h i s l a s t n am e

- L a n i e r?

(i n a u di bl e) w a s t h e n e a t e s t - h e
(inaudible)

a bl o n d w i t h c u rl y h

· m a n y o u' v e e v e r s e e n a n d L a n i e r h e h a d a f am i l y an d • •

ai l'.'.

. • .

H e was t he ne atest
Aft er w e got

s t ar te d i n a n ato my we had a good ti m e.
So t h e r e w e r e no
!T h e y

t er

c l a s s e s t h a t y o u d i dn t t a t t e n d.

at e d m e

4 y ea r s t hat

l i k e a q uee n.

I' ll n e v e r ha v e

Yo u were

i n e ve r yt hi n g wi t h t h e b o y s?

a b e t t e r t i m e i n m y l i f e t h an t h e

I w a s a t ·t h e U n i v e r s i t x.2)

D i d y o u h a v e a·. p e r s o n a l

i n t e r v ei w w h e n y o u

D i d t h e y i n t e r v i e w y ou l i k e t h e y

ap p l ie d?

do n o w?
O h, n o.

Th ey

A n d y o u w e er
N o,

n o.

w e w ere

j ust t oo k m e.

m a r r i e d?
W e w e r e e n g a g e d b u t w e d i d n ' t g e t m a r r i e d f o r. an o t h e r
e n g a g e d f o r ab o u t

· s m o o t h l y. · A f t e r
t h e peo ple we re
it wa s
Wh o

g oi n g to b e a b l e t o w o r k i n a f a m il y a n d c hi l d r e n

D i d y o u w o r r y ab o u t

I d i d n ' t w o r r y ab o u t

I t hink

8 y ears .

Ho w d i d y o u f ee l t h at y o u we re
an d all t ha t?

4 ye a rs.

t ha t?

t h a t b e c a u s e t h i n g s i n m y l i f e h a d la w a y s w o: r k e d o ut

I f i n i s h e d t h e U n i v e r s i t y { n o b o d y c a n e v e r t h i n k h o w w o n d e r f ul
a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y t o m e.

j u s t l i k e a f am i l y .

T h e te a c h e r s

a n d al l o f t he s t ud en t s;·

It was a g re at t hi ng.

w e r e s o m e o f t h e p r o f e s s o r s t h a t y o u e s p ec i a ll y l i k e d ?
I l i k e d t h e m a l l.
a n d D r.

T h e y w e r e a l l a f i n e g r o up .

( o h , I c a n ' t r e m e m b e r ) ..

N o w,

D r.

L a m a r w as

p at hol o g y
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Well, who were some of the ones who were special to you?
All of them were.

Dr. (inaudible) was pathology.

----

He was married to a woman doctor.

What was it like working with her?
She kept house.

She didn't practice medicine.

There were no females there.

Did you have much contact with Loree Florence and Emily Hanunond?
No, she was there when I was a freshman.

She was a senior - no, a junior.
The freshman

We were all day long in classes; we had no time much to
class was together all of the time.

We had very little contact with the others

because we were in class all day long.
You didn't get to socialize - what was your social life like?

•

Well, I didn't have too much social life.

I got there early in the morning -

I lived up on the hill and I walked to school (it was about 2! miles) every
morning; I carried my books and I was there all day long.
the afternoon.

:i walked back in

I lived with a cousin of mine.

How old was she?
She was working there in the postal department.

She was a cousin of mine.

She

was an old maid.
Where did she live?
She lived on McDowell Street, right back of Paine College, the first little
house there.

I reckon they've torn it down.

What about the fraternities that they had on campus?
There were fraternities for men but none for women. I was the only girl.
Did you ever find anything to do, like, what about church?
I went to the Baptist Church every Sunday.
Did you play tennis or do anything . . . ?
I didn't have time for that because I did a good bit of studying.
that school.

I think that school was my main thing.

I enjoyed

I didn't do any socializing.

I didn't date the boys; of course, they didn't know I was engaged, they didn't
know I was going with anybody.

But we were just good friends.

In those days
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there was not too much of that type .thing.

People spent a lot of time in

medical school . · They liked it · and it was a thing for a purpose:·

It was our

recreation •. At night I would walkback (iowntown, go through the colored
section, go upstairs, turn on the lights and work on my cadaver •.
Was there any problem?

You know.now people worry about that area.

Nobody ever thought of anybody bothering you.

At 10 or 11:00 at night
•

I'd walk all the way back to McDowell Street.
Were there any colored people that worked on the campus.

Iwas wondering were

there any working .as nurses.
L don't know of
Didn't they have a wing for them?
Oh, yes.

They had a colored hospital and a white hospital. ·It wasn't mixed

at all.
Did you ever work with the black people?
Oh, yes.

I worked with all of them.

There was a Professor RalphGhaney.
Oh, Dr. Chaney
·and short.

I remember in Surgery he was real nice.

I'm left handed

So it was my turn to do the surgery that day and I was left handed

and had to stand on a box to do the work.

'fhe boys came in and said wait until

'Dr. Chaney comes in; he's ·going to really do something about you. because
everything you're doing is wrong.
side.

I said Jim left handed.

When he ·came in he said you're on the left

He said always stand whet'e you can do the best

work and the boys just dropped dead.
except you.

They said nobody ever got by with that

Dr. Chaney was a great man and a great surgeon.

a good surgeon there then and Dr. Kicklighter (?) (inaudible)

Dr. Holmes was

(Joseph) Akerman
=======

was an obstetrician.
Dr. Ackerman.
I remember one night I was delivering twins and we had to do all of our surgery,
I mean deliveries.

No baby in that day and time was delivered in the hospital.
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unless it was Caesarean.

We would pack our little bags and go out into the

slums and we would have our gloves . . .

We would go into a house where

there was just a little cot there and the woman and you'd have to heat your
stuff on the frying cart and you'd get everything up and deliver the little
babies.
By yourself?
There was always two of us to work together.

------ of the

night and there was a contraction
placenta.
that type.

What a time we had.

I remember having twins one

uterus and I had to deliver the

In this day and time you wouldn't believe

And all of those little babies lived and they all got along wonderful.

It was great.
There wasn't any problem in the anatomy lab - you know in some schools they had
trouble with the men and the women dissecting together, especially the gential
parts.
-I

That was the cleanest and nicest bunch of men I've ever seen in the world.
I
-·--.I
Loree Florence had a little problem with the clinics - the male clinics.

Did they

have clinics - she said it had something to do with VD or something.
I think occasionally if they were going to do something like that
ever ask me to leave and they didn't tell me not to.

If I thought they were

going to undress a man- nothing was ever an issue with me.
I never remember one single issue the whole

they didn't

Not one time ...

___ __.J

She was saying something about how they had a clinic arid she took double time on
the women's ward rather than doing the men's.
maybe they had kind of ironed out.
Yes, sure.

Of course, that was two years;

So you had plenty ,of male patients.

The first patient I ever had was a colored man with trench mouth

and he died because we had no treatment.
/Did ya' 11 stay in the classroom two years and then go into the clinics in the
hospital to work like we do now?
We started in the clinics in the junior year.
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What were the requirements for admission?

How many years of college· did you have

to have?
I went four years to Tift College and then took Chemistry and Physics extra.
I had enough but they said to take some other courses.
So you had been thinking about going to medical school and knew you needed some
more science courses?
Yes and then I went to Mercer.
What about some of your classmates that you got to know pretty well.
Well I think we were all about in the same· class.

They teased me some; we had

a lot of fun .like that and some would take up for me.

I remember when I first

started there -:-· two of them, one of them said to the other one, l'{ait until we
have finished our four years and she (inaudible)
Did you feel like the four years changed you?
So that's what they said to me when I started to medic.al school.
up

-----------(inaudible)

\-----

. i So they

.

I was brought

to me when you go into that with all of those

men you'll lose all of your femininity. ·You just won't be the same person when
you come out of there.
happened.

They' 11 tell jokes before you.

Butnone of that every

So when we finished up the four years one day I was standing out in

the hall and (inaudible) had bet $10 that things would change me.

-----

He met me in

the hall and he gave me a good shake and said, ''Leila, you made me lose that
$10.

._ _.J

of the funny things that happened

day I graduated Mr. Denmark
.

had gotten back· from Java and we were engaged a long time and so the Sunday
before·that r went over to Macon with two of the boys to visit my sister.
Arid wheri f got back the lady I lived with said, ''Leila, you know what's happened
today?

Your announcement is in the paper."

I said, ''Oh, no, I can't go to

school tomorrow," because they didn't know anything about it.
mentioned Mr. Denmark before.
they were mad.
to me.

I had never

So when I got to school the next morning, boy

We met in Dr. Mulherin's (pediatrics) - he was so wonderful

So, we met in his class and he was late and they said close that door
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and lock it.

Every boy in this class is going to kiss Leila this morning.

And then they said you've wasted·four years in this college; you'll never
amount to a row of pins, get married and have a bunch .of children and never
practice medicine.

But one little fella came up and said to me, "Leila,

don't you let these boys tell you these things; don't you worry; you do what
you want to do

·j Well, Monday after I

Portal, Georgia, a church wedding.

we had a

high noon in

That afternoon we moved up to Atlanta and I·

Henrietta
Egleston
Roberts
__,_____
at_...__._
__.,.__
___ Hospital about doing an
went over to see Dr. _Hines

internship.

He told me I could have a job.

I don't know why he did that but

he did.
Had you written to him? .
No, No.
You didn't have recommendations from any of your professors?
No, No.

I just walked in.

He was the head of the hospital and he said sure.

There had never been a woman intern in this town, never.
stayed there two years and then I went to

(inaudible)

So I ·started and I
in Philadelphia and

"/

then my child was born soon after that. \ I opened
my office in my breakfast
.
;......--

room and I never left my child.
nation today.

And that's what has been the curse of this

Women have gotten t.oo educated to not look after their own children

and that's the reason I hang on to these years.

I see it every day in my office.

See you're educated and I bet you had a good mother and father.
Sure.
They looked after you.
Somebody has to build

You didn't come up in the slums.
(inaudible)

women to build our children.

They didn't leave you.

and we're putting that all into the inferior

Women with·brains go out and look after other

people's children and neglect their own.

Do you see what I mean?

That isn't

fair to that child.· That child. needs your constant attention for the· first
six or seven years of his life.
How did you work it out?·
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I had my office in my breakfast room.

That was a different worldthen.[_: had

a servant that had breakfast on the table when I got up in the morning and she
was there to put things away at night •. My baby was right there with me; I looked
after Mary but I had time to look after other peop§
Where is Mary now?
She was a

She grew up and was a wonderful person.

______ _
"A plus" __._

_,

student; she

finished the University of Georgia and.:then she went to Emory and got her Masters
Degree.

Then she was. with the newspaper here an:d ·then she got married to an

English 'Prbfessor.
sons.

She had a child and she stayed home andraised three beautiful

One of them has just gotten married .and I've been out in West Montana to

the wedding.

If you girls can help this world, don't ever neglect your child

for anybody else's child on this earth.

Toda.y we've got more childre.n. going

to the doctor than ever in the history of the world, did you know that?

Because

these children are coming up in nurseries and you send your child to the nursery.
He's going to have diarrhea, he's going to be insecure, he's going to be rejected.

(NOTE: Side one ends; interview continues on side two.)

Todaythey say feed them when they cry.

Your stomach empties every four hours

when you're first born and then every

hours after when you ,start food.

you feed them any closer than that
happening to children today.

__ __
........

_,
their pot-bellies start

If

and we don't realize what's

These children that stay in that nursery, they

come to my office and I do a ··hemoglo'bin on them.

Now every cell in that body

needs oXygen and the only way it can get oxygen is through hemoglobin.

That

brain is working SO% or 70% or 30% short of what it will work and when he starts
to school he won't be smart like you.

You had three meals a day, a mother that

loved you and a mother that looked after you,. didn 1 t you?. But your child that
stays in that nursery all day long and eats all day long, gets anemic
when he starts to school he'll make a C.

Then you'll nag him.

it but you destroyed him before he went there.
That's America today.
when I was young.

-----and pot-bellied

You don't realize

Do you see·what I'm talking about?

We are wrecking this nation.

Suffragists
I listened to the -----

They said if we can ever get into this world and run it and

•
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get a vote, we' 11 do away with the evil things in the United States.
away with alcohol, tobacco,·
a

teenager.

than ever.

----(inaudible)

I

We' 11 do

thought it sounded good; I was Just

But today more women smoke than ever; more women are alcoholics
They've passed laws that you can kill your baby.

get a 24 hour a day nursery for little children.

They're trying to

Women have wrecked this country.

We've gone out and gotten our freedom and we've ruined the country.
wonderful but you can't wreck people.
people to make people like you.

Freedom is

Somebody's got to be willing to build

But they're not doing it.

The IQ in the United

States has dropped tremendously in the last 30 years and they've got everything.
People don't have to have sicknesses at all.

When I started I worked in research,

but these children don't have to have any of these.

When I started they had

everything - whooping cough, diphtheria, I had 75 babies at one time with whooping
cough.

We had diphtheria.

How did the opportunity come for you to work with the whooping cough?
Well, I lost 3 children in the same family and I said something has got .to be
done about this.

So I wrot.e to Eli Lilly and asked them about making me a

They got the vaccine started.
have to have an act of Congress.

You couldn't do that today.

You'd

I used all _the people in that clinic as guinea

plus my own child, and now we don't have any of those things.

pigs. ^ But more children go to the docto.r today than ever in the history of the
world.

When I started in Atlanta we had 8 pediatricians; now we haveover 200

and every one of them is busy because

all

going to be sick for the first 7 years.

of these children in the nursery are
It's really something what's happened

to America.
Ralph Chaney U.$ed to have some get-togethers at hi.s house and for 2 or 3 hours. they
would study or discuss things and then it would be followed by a poker game.

That's

the way the story goes.
I was never invited to them.
Well, sometimes I think it was bridge.
Well, I never did get to go to Dr. Chaney's house.

I tell you - that's one thing
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they're trying to organize now - women g.etting into groups and men into
1 think they're making a mistake.

Now you hear people talking about integratiort

with the colored - Now you hear a person over here say let's build a colored
college.

They shouldn't say that.

I'mall for integration but I don't thirtk

you girls should be in a different organization.
meetings and be a part of their meetings.

I think you should go to their

In Atlanta we isolated our women - they

had a little group. and you didn't get anything out of that.
organization.

.

.

Be a part of the

.

I think that Negroes should be a· part of the whites and· the whites

a part o£ the Negroes.
that's not fair.
organizations.

.

We shouldn't say I'm going to build a Negro college; •

We should.be all together; we shouldn't be in separate
You begin to settle off in this little group and pretty soon·

that little group is fighting with this little group.
Let me go back t.o Dr. Mulherin.

We should be together.·

He must have been a big influence on your deCiding

to go into pediatrics.
Oh, he could handle.little babies when nobody else could.

He would say Mrs. A

let little Johnny be still there. ·He's going to be alright.
slap him down, pick him up.

He never said

You know it's terrific what people do with little

people.

Little children can't learn from children; they've got to learn from

adults.

That's the reason your child should be with you .for the first 6 or 7 years.

to learn how to be an adult; to learn self discipline.

Now when they're 6 months

old they put them in a nursery and the mother goes back to teaching or doctoring
or doing something and that child comes up rejected and the mother has a guilt···
complex.

Now you watch because you're fixing to get one.

If you leave that baby

when you come you're going to hate yourself; you're going to have a guilt complex.
You can't help it unless you're so drunk you don't know what's going on or under
the influence of something.

You come in and you've

working all day and the

little kid comes in and he's crying and your husband's tired; he's sitting in the
chair reading the paper .. You'd like to turn the chair on his'head because he ought
to be helping you because he should help you - if you've worked and he's worked

. I
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ya' 11 ought to work together.

That little baby cries and you lug him on your

hip because you can't afford to let him cry and he never learns discipline at
alL

If you're\ with him all day long you can discipline him.

Do you see what

I mean?
Well, my husband plans to be at home while I do my internship.

You think that will

work out OK?
You watch it - you do that.
everything.

But 1 et' s don't go. too far.

There's a way for

You can work it out arid when you finish if you want to be a general
get far enough out where you can have your own house, your own

home, and your own child.
anything, have you?

After all, if you lose your child you haven't accomplished

We've got so many children that are left home today because

they never had a mother.

Their mother left them

leaving their mothers when they get 16.
mother.

they were little and they're

The hardest j oh on earth is being a

The most important job on this earth is being a mother; the next to

that ·is being a school teacher.

We women have got. to get back on the right road.

How did your parents feel about you going.to medical school?
) They thought that I'd learn things that I shouldn't learn.

They didn't discourage

me; I had fine parents but they thought I'd lose my personality and femininity
if I got off with a bunch of men.

They didn't object to it. ·r

Did they help pay for it?
Yes, sure.
You didn't have to take out any loans?
No.

Well, this doctor that lived back ofme loaned me $150 •.

What was his name?
Dr. Bowen.
He__J.ived in your back yard.
(""

By that do you mean he had a house there?

They built a town on my father's farm.

So he moved to this town and we had

lots and he bought a lot right back of) our house and put up his office right
there and reared his family, so we were always like one family.

I used to
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go with him lots on c.alls and that was really fun.

He did a lot of surgery

in people's dining rooms, kitchens, boil 'up the stuff, put the patient out
and do all of the surgery..:...-"'
How did your family feel about you going with him?·
They didn't mind at all.
I

We didn't think as evil then as we think today.

don't think any of those boys ever thought of anything - You know today

everything - if you pat someone on the back you're a homosexual.
can be friends anymore.

Nobody

So 1 don't think they ever thought anything about it.

He gave you a loan?
Just that little bit.

$150.

But· that was a good bit back then.
Oh, yes.

But while I was teaching school I paidfor that.

.

After I finished

Tift College I taught one year at Tift and 2 years at high school.
So when he gave you the loan he didn't know that you were going to medical school?
No.
Why did you feel that you had to keep it a secret from the boys in your class
that you were engaged?
I didn't have to keep it a secret but we just didn't discuss it.

And lots of

those boys knew him - Mr. Denmark because they were in school with him.

They

knew that I knew him and that we were friends but they didn't know that I was
engaged to him.

Lots of those boys were in school with Mr. Denmark at Georgia

and a good many of those people had been to Georgia when I was in Georgia Medical
School.

I imagine the biggest proportion of them were from Georgia.

Well, when you talked to somebody - everybody has to have somebody to talk to - who
·did you talk to- your cousin or?
What do you mean?
A woman friend or somebody that you would be able to really talk to.
We were all together at school 12 hours every day and then we'd go back at night
to dissect.

I was with the boys all the time; I had very little time with anybody

else. ·But then I went to church and I had friends in the· church and then this
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friend of mine and we had neighbors.

Then there were people I knew and I'd meet

a lot of girls in Augusta.
How did you get along with the nurses?
' Wonderful .

They were the greatest people on

feel

----- that you could talk to them?
Did you fee

_____

Oh, yes.

.....---'

Egleston (Hospital)

You can practice medicine - At =============
Egelstein (?) they were wonderful.

(inaudible)
You see I had been to ,........

The nurses - we were really good friends there.

Were they kind of surprised to have a woman doctor coming in there.
No, not necessarily. )T]1ey would call me the little girl

I remember

.

one night there was a little Swedish girl in Augusta and she was .having a
baby and it wasn't coming very fast.

Lancaster was my partner and he was about

6'4" and I was a senior·at that time and he was myassistant and we went out
to deliver that baby and it was a cold, sleety night and it was raining .
. Lancaster had to· go back to the hospital for something - I don't remember for
what - so they didn't know that I was .a senior then. LThe woman said to him

-.

don't leave that little girl with me because I'm afraid. 1
How did ya'll get to call - car, buggy, walk?
Well, when I was doing it Lancaster moved up to Ms. Rose's house.

Wouldn't

that be a scandal today? ·she had an extra room and Lancaster moved up there
with her.
Who was Miss Rose?
That was the person I lived with.
She taught me· as a child.
us; he had his own room.

She was my cousin.

I ca11e.d her Miss Rose.

So Lancaster . just moved into the house there with
They'd call us on the telephone at 1

or

2o'clock in

. the morning and we'd get in our little T-model Ford and head off to see the
patient.
Whose car was it?
It

was his car.

I don't think there were but .2 cars on campus but we'd head

off to. deliver a little baby.
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We11, if you didn't haye a car how,wouldyou havema.de out?:
Nobody had cars.
what happened.

I don't know whether they furnished that old car for us or
But we had a car so that we could make calls but there was

·nobody.with. cars.

Everybody was poor and everybody was happy!

How do you feel that medicine has changed? ·
It has changed terrifically.

today.

There's not as much personal thing in medicine

There's so

that need help just by talking to a doctor,

·having time to be with a doctor and we are so specialized.

There's not very

many people wi11ing to be a general practitioner today and that's what we
need is somebody who can- I think if I couldgo back into practice today
I'd be a general practitioner.

If Grandma would get sick L could ca11 my ·

doctor up and say would you mind telling me. what I can do until morning.
I was part of the family ·of all these people. ·They'd call me up and say my
husband is feeling bad tonight, what do you think I can do until morning.•
Now, you say why would you put up with that stuff.
medicine.

That's life; that's

.If we could find a lot of people that would study_.enough - they

must know a little about everything- ·and go out.and do general practice. again.
Now, I want to make sure I have the dates right about when you did your internship.
at Egleston (Hospital)
I started it in August 1928^and I stayed there for 2 years and then I went
to the dChildren' s Hospital in

and stayed there for 6 months •.

And then you came back here?
That's right and I stayed in the office with Dr. Hans Roberts for one year.

Egleston
He was the head of_........_,_
__ Hospital and he had a private practice and he
asked me to come into his' .Office.

I just stayed there a few hours because·

Mary had been born and I'd go to his office for a few hours.
people live in our house.

I always had

Then I stayed with him 1 year and then I opened
I

my office in·my breakfast room.
How did you handle the business end of it?
Oh, that wasn't harcl.

1 had people that lived in the house with me - we had
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a pretty good sized·house
.

"--.:.

looked after
the office.-,!
.

L-

niece was the secretary and she kept my books and

....-/

Was your niece from your home town?
She was· from Macon.
When was the first time you ever remember meeting another woman doctor?
· Did you have to go to Philadelphia before you did?
No, No.

When I finished - well, I had seen Loree Florence and them over there -

but when I got to Atlanta - the first week that I was there :- I knew that Dr.
Lila

·.......

·;·t:···:...,_,

________

time.

was there.

There were 3 other women doctors in this town at that

/''

One was in obstetrics, one was in general practice and I don't know what

the other one was in.· But Dr. Barnard

Steiner (?)

to a· conference - that was Grady - a part of Grady.

I met Dr. Barnard that

----

day and we were very good friends and from then on Dr. Roberts asked me to go
right away to work down at Grady and I got on the staff there as soon as I got
to Atlanta and when Central Presbyterian opened I had a clinic there.

So I was

working at Central Presbyterian Clinic 2 days a week - that was before they opened
Egelstein - 2 days a week at Central - I didn't have a child.

I

gave one of my

Thursdays - I worked there for the first 56 years of my practice.
And that was charitywork?
That was all charitywork.
What kind of ex:periences did you have there?
Oh, it was tremendous.

When I moved here we had thousands of children down in

the slums where the mothers worked in the mills.

There's where you saw it.

In my private practice - every mother I had for the first seven years stayed home
and looked after her children.

But those mill women had to go to the mill and

those children had syphilis, gonorrhea, whooping cough, diphtheria, and what
we would now say as Reye's Syndrome.
in the worst part.

There's where you really saw medicine

There were people who lived within 300 yards of the capital

who lived on the ground and slept on rags. · It was terrific.

We had no medicine
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in those days; we didn't have penic.illin;
ha.ve anything.

we didn't have su1fathiazo1; we didn't

We had no immunizations.
(-

Who all was helping take care of- I·know you won't know all of their names- but
were all of the doctors donating some of their time to help?
In those days pediatricians all gave to charity.
about 30 doctors on the staff

Every one of them.

We had

Central and all of·us worked at .Grady.

People gave time to charity because we had worlds of charity - we had no welfare •.
You had to look after them
Well, that about covers everything.
You girls go out and put this world back on an even keel.. I don't

to a

woman being President of the United States but she has no right to select to
destroy the little baby that she brought into the world.

I'm all for women to

go out and do what they want in the world but any woman that will neglect her own
child or her own husband for smnebody else's child or husband.

You used to never

hear of divorce but today 44% of the men are leaving their wives because they can't
make it.

A man comes home tired and the woman comes home tired and the baby
is
I

crying - he'll last for a little while and then he goes for a walk and doesn't
come back.

It can't work;

There's no woman who can work that much and we talk

about women being free, we are slaves today. ·I talked to a young lady who had
just finished college.
family.

I asked her if she were going to get·married and have a

She said no sir, ,I'm not going to get tied down.

a school teacher.

I tried being a school teacher.· I had to be there at 8:00.

I had 30 minutes for lunch.
lessons.

She was going to be

I had to be there until 4:00.

I had to get up those

I had neve.r been such a slave in my life. · I never saw my mother living

like that.
What did she do?
She made people.
Was it having a.bad experience teaching that made you start thinking seriously about
med school?
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I coul dn 't put up with that •
women are slaves.

I wasn' t about to be anybody' s slave. . And now

They've got to work.

They've put themselves into a corner;

they've got to work and you see these women go off and work like that and come
home and the husband leaves and they're going to get freedom.

They put the

children in a nursery and that woman has got to work right on.

You need a husband.

There's no Christmas without a papa; there's no birthdays without a papa.
men that leave those little kids they never get over it.
my office.

They're rejected.

These

You should see them in

It isn't fair to a little child not to have a chance.

That book I published - Every Child Should Have A Chance - a lot of people don't
like that book because I talk too much about parental guidance but we've got to
have parental guidance.
are starving for love.
was here the day Dr.

We've got. to get back to it.

Our little people in America

Had a mother call a little while ago - made my day.

(inaudible)

That baby was 9 months old.

said I could go back to the office.
That baby was eating 9 times a day.

She

She walked in.
She was up all

night with him - still on the bottle. So I gave her a nice little outline and
showed her that if she would fe.ed him at 7:00 in the morning, 12 noon, a:nd in the
evening, throw the bottle away, and put him to bed at night, they could have some
happiness.

They have never had a minutes happiness because that baby has been

crying all the time.
miracle in my life.

She called me this morning and said Dr. Denmark it's a
My baby has slept 2 nights all night.

He hasn't seen a

bottle; he's eating his food well and I am the happiest woman on earth.

She said

· that she was just so happy that that poor little baby - now in 9 months he hadn't
had a night's sleep - she'd been up giving him the bottle all night.

Now they're

going to tell you every time it yells pull out the bottle and let him have it it won't work.

Now I don't see how a mother's breast could stand that, do you?

When would she have time for her husband?

It's more important to have a system

in rearing children - it's got to be run rigJ:lt because they're going to live after
you're dead.
Let me ask you one more thing.

In doing this project we have been talking to the

woman who has the.special collections down at the Library- Dot Mims- I don't know

,.

,,
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if you've heard of her.
Well, there's the head of the house.

There's Mr. Denmark.

We'd like to ask you one thing - well, not ask you but wonder if you would consider
it.

We'd,like to start to make a collection of papers of the early womenwho went

to the Medical College and I don't know what you plan to do with your papers or
what kind you have saved.
A lot of it is here.

I'm talking about personal stuff - letters.
I don't know what will happen to it after I'm gone.

Let me say that we would love to have it down at the Medical College because we
feel that it is important.
Well, I'll talk to Mary.
published about.

There's a lot of information here that papers have been

A lot of that stuff will have to go somewhere.

Tape ends.
NOTE: There are places in the audiotape when Dr. Denmark is not audible, but this
transcription is a reliable rendition of the majority of the recorded interview which is
clear and distinct.

