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Dr. Katrine Hawkins - 10/17/84 )CJYO
Why did you want to be a physician? Did you know any female physicians?
No, I did have a family doctor, though, who I was very impressed with.
school I used to hang around his office in the sunnners."

In high

In those days, doctors

didn't have any help in the office so I got to do a lot and (3ee a lot, go on

.

obstetrical cases and things like that and I developed a concept, more than just
kind of daydreaming.

I had some idea .of what medicine was about.

Was that here in Sylvania?
Uh-huh.
What was that gentleman's name?
Cail (MCG, Class of 1907)
Dr. J.C. Cale.
====
Oh, Gale, OK.

He was the one I read about in the article about you.

')I
.._. guess you would say he crystallized it.
don't really know what you want to do.
gave it some substance.
How did your
I had a

You know when you're in your t.eens you

You think you want to do this.

-

But h,e

He didn't see why I couldn't do it.
)He encouraged me, I guess.
__ j

feel about it?
__ parent,

and

was the dominant one who had

to be pleased and I would say they did not· resist; they did not encourage.
thought that I would get over it by the time it came to do it.
and thought it would go away.

They

They humored me

At that time I was in a junior college in Augusta

and I could have gone; that was the last year they took you from 2 years of
_college; let's see what class that was.

l guess that was the clas·s of '38.

That was the last class with 2 years of pre med and I could have gone on but I
figured I had better get me a degree in case I had to teach or something.

So I

went on to the University.
So you knew they would let you in with 2 years and that wouldn't be a problem.
At that time they would have.
program.

They stopped that program.

There was a 3 year program for a while.

They sto,pped the 3 · yea7:.- ··
I

Some of them that I was at Georgia

with went for the 3 year program and they go-t a Bachelor of Science_ in Medicine.
They took their last year of academic work andtheir first year of medicine.
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But there was never any .question in your mindwhen you were at the junior college
that it would be any problem as a woman getting in?
· No, really. I studied hard artd I had good marks.
put that first.

I knew I had to do that.

Admissions was very much like i t is now.

I

We took the test

but we called i t something different. What do you call it.now?
It's the MCAT .... the Medical College Admissions Test.
Well it was a test of some sort.

It was supposed to be your affinity for it or

talent for it but anyway it was a test.

They were already giving that artd your

grades and your personal interviews>which I think they do now, don't they.
Yes mam.

What was your interview like?

I had Dr. Edgar Pund.
Yes.

Have you ever heard .of Dr. Edgar Pund?

He was a Professor of Pathology.

I think he was the first or second President of the Medical College after it was at
Talmadge.

He was alortg there because that was when they were having the difficulty

between the two faculties and I think he was the first of that.

He was at his

heighth then andT was scared but he put you at ease and talked on a wide range
of subjects.

He asked me very little about medicine; I remember distinctly this

because i t had been

a.

long time since I had read. a novel and I had just finished
Josephine Tray.

She was an English novelist and he asked

me what I had read and I told him that and he asked me how I liked it and we got
to talking about that.

He asked me why I wanted to study medicine. ,

Who else did you interview with?
That was the only one that I remember soT think we had only one single irtterview.
You have several now?
Two.
I'm pretty sure that there was only one interview.
exam too.· I had Dr. Harry Harper.

And they gave us a physical

That was a funny story.

Who.
Dr. Harry Harper.

The old Dr. Harry Harper, TI or III or whatever.

Thatwas a
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funny thing.

He.was there and he had a Fellow in Medicine.

have Fellows in Medicine now but that's what he was.
and he was a Cardiologist.

I don't know i f they

He had been to Paul White

Paul.White was the only one anybody had ever heard

of then and he was training.

He was doing my physcial and he wasn't too much

older than I was and there wasn't anywhere to do the physical. · So we had to go
in the little EKG room; it wasn't much bigger thana hall closet and I don't
know who was the most embarrassed - me or Dr. Harper.
through the years; I've sent him patients.
the old Newton Building.

We have been good friends

So all of that was taking place in

I think they tore it down.

No, the Newton Building with the 3 wings.
No, the Newton Building had been an old orphanage.
Yes, the Newton Building is gone.
Did you feel that you had the same c.onsideration then that the male students did?
t see any differenceL
That was the year that the school was on probation - the Flexner Report - was that it?
He had gone in and that wasn't the first one was it?
That was 1906 so it was something else.
It was something else that they had set up to review the medical schools and we
were put on probation.

So everybody was doing everything they could so.students

who had choices were not going there.

Because I remember one of my pro.fessors -

Emory wasn't taking any but Tulane.was- and he wanted me to go to Tulane but l
·didn't have the money to go to Tulane and didn't know if I could get into Tulane
anyway.

But they were having trouble getting the best students in terms of

averages and who could pay for it. I t was right in the middle of the Depression
'·r-so they took 3 women that year. /Dr. Marian Mathews\who already had a Masters
at Emory University so they didn't consider her.

There she was with an AB at

Emory and a Masters at Emory and actually working at Emory in the Science Lab
and she had cotne to Georgia,
Did she finish?

We have a list.
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·Yes.

She finished in my class.

That's interesting.

She's not on the list.

She is interesting because she was Sydenstricker's first woman resident.

By then

we were at War and. she was the woman resident and then she wor.ked with Dr. Hat:per
and decided, well, she didn't say it like that, but anyway she felt like there wasn't
anymore .for her.

She wasn't married and she just decided that she didn't. want t.o

stay right where she was, so she .went to Paul White.
then.

Dr. White was at his zenith

She stayed a year there. \

--!

Where was Paul White.
He was - I guess you would call him the pioneer.· He's the one that described the
·difference between indigestion and acute coronary.
Mass. General.
what Marian did.

He was in .NewEngland;.. I think

She left andwent up there. and stayed a year and then I don't know
But then she came back and then she decided . ;.• maybe she went to

White. before she went to Harper - but then she decided she wanted to be a Psychiatrist.
She was doing physicals for Dr. Cleckley and that was in the old ele.ctrical shock.
Had gone through the (inaudible)

-----"'-- and were into.the electrical shock.

She did

all of the medicaL care for his patients and she got interested in Psychiatry
and went up to Cleveland and became a Psychiatrist and thenwetl:t on as she put it
she decided i f she was going to doany psychiatry she had better get straightened
analysis and

out and took an ==========
analysisand went into psychoanalysis.

She's one of the few women

analysts - she's :i..n her 70s now but she practices in Baltimore, :Maryland .
..

--- ···-... ______________,___________

--·-

Her.name has not popped up anywhere on any lists.
Of all of us she was really the most achieving.

She had a year with Paul White

which set p.eople up for life and then to go and I don't know how many analysts
there are - at one time there were about 200 in the whole country.
They are a very elite group.
She and Lou Marshall took their psychiatric training together.
Cleveland - don't they have a good unit there?
on us.

We had never heard of psychiatry.

I'm sure it was

Cleckley put a lot of influence

In their getting a good faculty, they
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Dr. Cleckley.

Did you have the privilege of hearing him even one time. Well, he
Rhodes
===== Scholar - I never saw a psychiatrist until
was a classical Greek scholar .,. . Rlim:tit:
I saw him.

He came with tha.t magnificent staff of G. Lombard Kelley and Dr •

. Pund I think was probably in Augusta. and Dr. Sydenstricker and Dr. - what was the
obstetrician that published so much?
Greenblatt.
Greenblatt- he was one. At that time. Greenblatt was a teacher.
Torpin (interviewers speaking and naming the Professor of Obstetrics)
He came over and kind of pushed Ackerman out is what we've read. Did you know

^

Ackerman?.
I had one lecture under him and he was still the main chief or profess()r or whatever
and I had one course under him I guess you'd say not one lee ture.
just fantastic, too.

They all had

Well, he wa.s

i't'Q:d productive minds.

Who was the other woman in your class who graduated?
.,
1)"0\
i!!Mna Rich·. She died of breast cancer when she was about 36 years old.
was a doctor in Jesup.· They ran a hospital down there.

Her father

She was a. nice, quiet,

pretty girL
I saw her picture in the files and she was pretty.

u

The boys liked }luna.

u

We'd get Euna to take us tc:> dances.

and she would make them take us too.

u

E'una would get her somebody·

We'd pick the girls up for the boys when they

had something special.
Were these fraternity dances?
Fraternity dances.
So you did attend those.

Were you invited or how did it work?

rJO

Well, back then everybody hadAmoney and we spent a lot of time in picture shows or
movies now and they'd take us.

We'd pay our way and all go together in a big group.

·we lived in boarding houses and the boys were all around a.nd they'd whistle up for
us- about 10:00 at night we'c;l walk to· the corner and get a coke.
to us. . There wasn't but 36 of us.

They were nice

When you've only got 36 you're friends.

You've got to be or you don't survive in a small class like that.
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It was just as hard on them as i t was us.

It really didn't matter.

Where did you live?
I lived right near there - the house is torn down now - right there across from
Paine College where there is a filling station now.

The Haeglers were next door

I think the Haegler house is still standing and.of course, we walked to school.
On the weekends did you have to go in too?
No.

We didn't go to school on. the weekends.

Did you go back to the Anatomy Lab or were you able to have a little' ;free time on the
weekends?
We had free time on the weekends. In fact, they didn't particularly e:p.courage you
L,......---

hack there on weekend;}

What did you do on weekends?
Well, we went to shows.
Sunday afternoon.

We sometime went to church on Sunday morning and studied·

We did all the things you have to do about-your. washing, and

your hair on Saturday afternoon.

That's not any different. • We had Saturday morning

classes until noon ... ya'll don't have .Saturday morning classes?
No.

That's what we meant by weekend classes.
I thought you meant going back and working extra.

Well, I was asking about that too.
Another thing that. we had that's different that we enjoyed and that's mostly what
those Saturday classes were ._ the doctors in town were more active.
way now?

We really enjoyed that.

hold some rounds.
lot of them.

Are they that

They would hold some clinics and they would

People like Dewey Gray and Dr. Harper and well, there were a

Dr. Dave Thomas

- his son is there now.

What did· Dave Thomas do?
He was internal medicine and allergy.
and DaveThomas taught medicine.

They would come out there and make rounds

He taught- that old- what's that standard textbook?-

a great big old red thick hook- ya'll still h1:1ve i t - it may not be red.
Harrisons?
Cecils.

Now we use Harrisons, Harvey and Cecils.
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Una
Was that her first name? Where we lived- where ====
Euna and I roomed .... I roomed with
Una
Euna - where we roomed it was Dr. Keasley(?) .,.;. she was 2 years ahead of us - she
====
was a junior and·she- Klaughaupt was her name..., she went to Bellevue and married
(Cecilia Mettler)
a lawyer. They weren't there very long and she wrote a book while she was there
on medical history.
Did she actually teach ya'll courses?
I don't think she did.

She was getting her material then and helping him and

he taught neuroanatomy and he was hard.

He was rough.

We had heard.
But he must have been a good teacher because long years after I could- when a
drug salesman would come by with all of these pictures of the various - it would
come back to you because he made you do - you had to do longitudinal sections
and cross sections and you had to fix them and he'd have these tests whereyou'd
have to identify every.structure and saggitals and longitudinal and T'm telling you
that was some kind of hard.

Nobody liked him.

I've got a good story on that, too,

if you want to hear it.
Let's hear it.
They wrote all over the bathrooms.
separate bathroom.

(

The boys told me this. )They did give us a

I don't think they did for Dr. Florence but we.. got one.

We

had a ladies room., _/. The boys said that Dr. Metler went. in there and found that his
_

name was writtenon.one of the walls.

i!

If

Gus Metler is a son of a bitch.

He saw it.

He got up in class and he said please correct that to say Dr. Gus.Metler.
wife was very beautiful.
No.

His

Have you ever seen a picture of her?

But that has been said.
He had one of these glamor poses of her on his desk and she had signed it yours
in many respe.cts.

He went to the Neurological Institute in New York and I'm sure

if we were neurologists there would be some _very fine papers.
and he remarried but he died and I don't think he's living.
is living unless it's Dr. Allen.

She died Of a malignancy
I don't think any of those.

Was there a Dr. Allen ai"ourid -there?

He was not old.
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Lane Allen?
No.

He taught Anatomy for a long time.

That's not ringing a bell.

He's not there any more.

Dr. Kelley, you know, was Professor of Anatomy.
was quite a good book and I used it a lot.
Pap Smears.

He wrote his book on sex.

He did some of the first work on

His original work wasdone on mice.

ideas along with Dr. Kelley.

It

In fact, Papanicolaou got his

Dr. Greenblatt took up

Kelley's research and

I

the vaginal smear really- Pap· smear really- came out of Greenblatt's and Dr.
Kelley's work and Papanicolaou took it.

I thought it was right interesting

that Dr. Kelley had a neighbor who was a preacher, and he had· a divorced woman,
and a Catholic (it wasn't a priest and it wasn't a nun) mailing out .his sex
literature for him.

They would work part time.

Did you know the preacher?
No.

I don't.

How about the clinical years?
Our clinical years were not as good as yours.

W.e were not permitted to do things

as rapidly but I realized when I got in at Bellevue that I had gotten to do mo.re
than I thought but basically we had the didactic clinical stuff.

We had physical

diagnosis . . . we had Sydenstricker - we'd have lung sounds - the chest - and then
he would have a patient - first we would do it all on each other and learn the
basics and then he would get different patients artd demonstrate differen.t things.
The erame way with the heart.

We had Dr. Goodrich - Henry - we. had a physical

therewhere you had to draw off all of the organs and that sort of thing.
I'm confused.
It was called Physical Anatomy and you would have to identify the underlying·
structures frol'1 the external structures.
other where the kidney was.

You would have to draw off on each

It was alright.

Did you have to work some with the males?
They were modest about it.
What did ya'll wear.to do that?

You see more on TV now.
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We had on our slips.
Because now. in Physical Diagnosis .they have some of the students workir1g with each ethel,:'.
A lot of people have theirown ideas about it.
So much of it was more detailed than that.

Like the structures of the hand - like.

what you could tell in the physical diagnosis of where all the tendons were
or veins were or nerves were.

The idea I guess being to keep you .from cutting something

and it was helpful too because you know like that little tendonhere on the thumb
you sew it up and then they might come back and you c:an't do that you know and those
kind of things.

I learned that from that because it was ticklish.

And then we had

dog surgery - do they have that now?
They.offer it as an elective I think.
Well, we had to have it and we had old Volpitto.
You rotated.

That was his first year there.

You had to put the dog to sleep, you had to he the assistant, the scrub

nurse and the surgeon and everybody .... you did

procedure.

Whoever the surgeon was

had to take care of the dog and i f the dog died they had the autopsy.· And he stayed
up there with us and Dr. Goodrich· ·Henry
·
stayed there.

------

I never was good with my

hands and cold- it was way up on top of that old Anatomy Building and he made you
scrub 20 minutes and the water was cold and you had to scrub 10 minutes on one hand
and put the brush down and 10 minutes with the other.

And then you had to go through

all of these solutions and he would circulate all around.

I remember one day I was

trying to get something closed and I had this long old piece of thread and I was going
way up here and clumsy.

He looked over my shoulder and he said we used to have

domestic women in medical school but times ha.ve changed haven't they.

We called him

"The Goon"- that was a comic strip then andhe would put on that white hat and he
was bald headed when he was young and he'd put on that white hat and the white scrub
suits and you couldn't tell his skin from his hat and he had these pale blue eyes and
he slipped around you know - tall.

The Goon was well named - nice fellow though after

I got out of school.
Well, what was your feeling about it while you were in school?

Did you feel pretty

li
close to the faculty - you said you felt close to the students.
We were in awe I guess was the word.

We didn't dare like them or dislike them.

Of course, we laughed at them behind their backs but it was good natured.
Or in the men's room.

Well what about would they have known anything about you personally

because in Loree Florence's class she felt like they knew her personally.
knew what was going on in her life

They sort of

and we've heard people talk about they used to write

in the minutes in some of the reports s.o and so was having academic trouble because
their mother was sick or this and that.

It seems like somewhere it might have changed.

Did you feel that way - that they knew about you?
Oh, I didn't feel that they were particularly interested really.

I don't think that

they were disinterested but I don't think that they concerned themselves with us unless
you had trouble.

Una had trouble.

But there was 1 year that there was 1 course that

was giving her trouble and she went to them and they were very helpful.
Did she remediate or repeat?
No, they just - she didn't have to do either one - she was just falling down from
what she was usually doing but he called her in and had a talk to see if she was
having any reasons for it.

It was .a fleeting thing - it was only one test.

Una

just wasn't working as hard that year.
Do we have all of the people that were in her class then?
Yes.
Were there any other women there at the school at this time.
Yes, there were a lot by the time we got there.
a sophomore ahead of us.

She's dead now.

There was - Elizabeth Fletcher was

And then there was a young lady that I

know is active and she and Marian were close and I can't remember her name to save
my life.

She went to New Orleans - what other names do you have in that class?

In the '39 class I have Martha McQuiddy(?).
That's it.
She's deceased now.
She has?
I don't know when.
T

rlnn

'r

lrnnT.T T.Th,:>n _
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She and Marian Mathews were close.

Marian lived out there with her.

Where did they live?
It wasn't right in that neighborhood.
one with one.

Marian had an automobile.

She was the only

So she didn't have to stay within walking distance.

Did you know Katherine Hendry?
I was going to say going up another class- this was when I was a·freshman- Dr.
Keithley and Dr. Hendley were room mates - have you seen Dr. Hendley?
We'll see her Friday.
She's a very, very sweet nice person.

Everybody liked Kathy.

Katherine; she was court:f.llg Bill Hendley.

I didn't see much of

She got married right after she finished

school and they interned somewhere :together.

I lost touch with her.

Dot, who has

Bellevue

just died, went to New York at ======
Belview and then I was able to get an appointment
Bellevue

at Bellevue and so when I got to ======
Belvue Dot was married and in New Jersey.
to see a lot of Dot and her family is probably still in Atlanta.
she'd call and I'd try to see her or we'd go to New York.

So I got

When she would come

I kept in touch with her.

//It seems like a lot of the women that you have talked about yourself did internships at
Bellevue

Belvue.
======

/I

\

What was the connection or the thread that led ya'll up there?
. 'Bellevue

don't know except they took us. ' ======
Belvue was and still is as you know a tremendous

place and they had what they called 4 divisions - there was Cornell and PNS (that was
the Presbyterian} - I don't know what medical school that would be.

then there was

New York Medical College and then there was the fourth division which was open.
Each division was run by the hospital.
each one was a service.

They had that an open service so that gave you a lot of

applications from other places.
run across his name?
until he was 85 or 90.
place to intern.

They had their medicine - so tremendous that

(Robert Carey)

Dr. McGahee, the pediatrician here, have you ever

He may still be living - he's real old but he was active up
Bellevue

He had gone to ======
Belvue and I was having trouble getting a

I didn't want to stay at the University - they were kind of

obligated '"" I had 1 year there and I just sort of wanted to do something else.

I

didn't know really what I wanted to do. Thad more trouble finding myself after the
M.D. degree.

Do you have trouble now finding what you want to do after?

So I really
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didn't exactly know- I wanted medicine but it was hard to get in medicine.
was already taken by

Sydenstricker.

Marian

I decided well I might .as well do

-

it was pretty good for a woman.
Had you applied to places and been turned down in medicine?
This was just in the beginning of the year
to take you - you knew to start with.

just weren't many people going

Most women then had to stay there at the

University because they finished you and they had to do something about you.

So we

were sitting around talking downstairs in the University Hospital - I think that was
on that home domiciliary medicine.

Dr. McGahee was always a good teacher and interesting.

I told him that I was having trouble finding me a place and did he have any suggestions.
I told him that I would like to do some Pediatrics.

Bellevue
Belvue and it shocked me.
======

He said how would you like to go to

It. had never occurred to me.

He said Dr. Hendee Smith and

I . . . my professor is still there - I'll write him and it wasn't a week before I got an
appointment.
That's interesting. So what did you do after that?
After what?
Bellevue

After ======
Belvue.
I came on back here.

I guess if you were really ambitious I should have

because

I
the staff - they had about 50 or 60 women on the staff in pediatrics - Pearl Harbor
came

in the middle of '42 and I was in the middle of my first year there.

The boys had to

go - they called them in - they were already commissioned - it was just something
nice to do before graduation.

Bellevue

They called them in - ======
Belvue had a big unit andl they

•,_ .-

went as a unit. ; The women and the older attendings were really just running Belvue
and I could have stayed on and finished a full pediatric residency at a real prestige
place but Dr. Smith left and I don't know- it was blacked out and I was homesick and
friends were leaving.

I was tired of

. .,..-'\

_.j

Blac;.ked out?
You had to go up on the - we had to do it - we had to go up and help them get the drapes
at night over the windows.
these drills.

Bellevue

Belvue had a big old basement downstairs and they'd have
======

Pediatrics was up on the eighth floor -we'd have to get those kids down.

14

I decided I'd rather take my chances .in Georgia.
Cail
So you came back here. Did you work with Dr. ====
Gale?
Cail
Cale. The war was over and they were beginning to give you
I worked with Dr. ====
a year and that was a fortune to train in psychiatry.

I would.have done that hut I

got married.
You were thinking about that?
That would have given me income.
Where would you have done that i f you had?
I guess you could have done it most anywhere because after the war they were having
a real demand for psychiatrists.
War II.

Psychiatry really just became a science during World

Up until then you were in a pretty bad fix with it.

Let me ask you one more question about the war.

Do you remember any hoop]_a going on in

the middle of the war about trying to become commissioned officers thems.elves. )
We were so glad- not glad the boys went- I don't mean it that way- but glad that we
had a chance to do anything - just anything - anything anybody felt like they couJ.d
do they would do.

Because you were doing it anyway .... you :were doing it because it was

there and somebody had to do it and you were the only one.
just pediatric intern really.

All of my first year was

Particularly the newborn - I liked the newborn.

Those

little old bad Brooklyn kids.
Is your husband a hometown person?
No, he's from Monroe, GA.
How did ya'll meet?
I knew him at the University of Georgia but he was practicing law.
What did he think about matrying a doctor?
Must not have worried him.
it.

It just never came up.

He's been very good natured about

I think that's a real essential point in professional women maJ:'rying.

pretty mature

---,
by then. ,J

I was

You knew what you wanted to.
The glamor was beginning .to wear off.
The glitter begins to ------

Medicine wasn't quite like it was in '32.

(Dr. Hawkins did not complete sentence.)
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Cail
What did you. do when you worked with Dr. ====
Cale?
It

Did you work at the hospital?

was just a little hospital- 10 beds- he offered me a partnershipbut we decided-

he gave me $25 a month and I did his CBCs, his blood matching and took calls for him.
How long did that last?
A couple of yearS•
And then what did you do?
I got my own office.
Where was it?
It

was downtown in an old store building.

How long did you do that?
I did that until my second child was born and then I fixed this garage because I needed
to be more attentive to them.
(Side two of tape)
So how did your children fit
Part. time at first.

did youpractice full time or part time?

I took 3 months with the first one

It wasn't like you would take call now.

Doctors were so scarce and medicine was so

tremendous that there was plenty for everybody.
have the talent anyway.

There was no need for me and I didn't

I was more interested in women and children.

was beginning it was scarce but after the war we began to get doctors.

At the time I
There are more

now than there has ever been but that's because of the increase in the number of doctors
graduating.

Our class was the last small class.

we were under 40.

I don't know what the others were but

Now, gosh 200 or 300?

Almost 200 - 180.
That's a lot of doctors and I can .see if they are doing that everywhere there's going
to be plenty of doctors.

I like Public Health for instance.

clinic - now I'm doing mental health clinic.

I have a public health

Public Health is a wonderful field, I

think.
I read an article that you worked for 40

with the Child and Maternal (inaudible)

Still working.
How much time does that take out of your time and what kind of reimbursement did you get?
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It was not much money.

I think it was $25 an hour for about 3 or 4 hours.

how ever many but I enjoy H.

See

It's not as much to i t now •. Used to we checked

them for the midwives but there's not that much now.

We used to have to -we had

the responsibility to give them a healthy patient and the health nurse went to see
them.

But now they go to Talmadge.

That leads us to a question.
I was born in a hospital.

We don'. t have any midwives n.ow.•

Where v_Tere you born?

You were born in Savannah.

We lived her.e but -

Your mother went to the hospital.

That's what we were wondering - why you were born

in Savannah but I .thought you· had always been in Scr.even County.
My mother was scary - went and stayed """ I think sh,e stayed around there about a month.
She was pregnant and there was an old cat pregnant there and the nurses were laughing
about who would be first- mama or the cat.
How many brothers and sisters do you have?

None?

You're an only child? I bet you are

special.
That's why they didn't raise much sand...... they didn't
Were there any blacks on campus when you were there?
Not in school.
poor.

We were poor and the. blacks were poorer than we were.

possibly

I think whenever you get this sort of history you can't^ unders·tand how we

were poor and didn't feel poor and didn't know we were poor.
was cheap and your money went
buses.

I mean poor

a long way.

Because everything

Nobody had a car. We would catch the

There was a lot of comradeship because of necessity we had to make our own

entertainment among each other.

L think that's why we had. the jokes that we had -

Some time
Somewhere along the way the State started offering scholarships for people.
========

___

...................,.,....
I don't remember all of those abbreviations that (inaudible)
had.

in the library; there was cheap loans.
loans, too.

There was employment

t'm proud to say that our class paid back their

I know that Dr. Dickens used to come through here on his way to - a long

time after he was a doctor in Fernandina - on his way to Augusta.
There was some kind of state loan where they would give you a $1000 to go back and
practice(inaudible)
That came after.
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After. ya' 11.

OK.

That was,something that came after the War, I believe.
were trying to get rural doctors.

I'm not. sure.

When they

Because you see when the boys got home from the

War then these schools and the residency programs were needing them badly and tnost
of my class went into specialization for that reason.

They had been to the military

and when they came back they were married and they had families and a lot of them
wanted their specialty training.

Any of them that wanted it could get it.

The compe-

tition right then was a littleharder.
When they all came back how did things change.
Well, you see I was out.
Did you hear anything .about the women
No, I kind of

out of touch.

?
Bellevue

The women that I was .with at =====
Belvue that I kept

in touch with they got through their training.

They kept going with their fields.

There weren't any women from what ctiur notes have in the classes behind you - in the
41 and 42 graduating class.

Does that seem. right to you in remembering?

I don't think there were in thinking back.
Do you know a,ny women who had applied to medical school who didn't .get in?
There were some who skipped those two years and maybe in the next years they began to
come along.

Now why in those two years they didn't I don't know.

I just don't know.

I wanted to ask you - did you have a class ring?
Yes.
We are trying to find out who might have originated it.
and crossbones?

Do you know who designed it?

t 've got the ring.
Oh, yes.

Did you have one with a skull

there.

Is it on ====
their.

That's been around a long time.

We were just trying to ask everybody that question to s.ee if anybody had

any clues as to where it catne from.
It wasn't that long.

In the early 1800s is when

started using it on the ring and

we don't know who designed it •
. Well, it must have been pretty established.
red eyes or green'ones.

Mine was unadorned.

Some of them had

I imagine it's just like the class rings now.
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They're prettier.
Ya'll 1 s are prettier because we saw.the '43 one- Dr. Byers.

They.'re smaller and they

look nicer.
I wanted to ask you about serving as Chairman of the Screven County Board of Health
for the last 10 years.

What's that been like?

Yes, I was a clinician.

They've changed the health rules now.

the G:tand Jury appointed you .if you were. on it,
me

Then you couldn't-

The girls just sent it on in for

and the Grand Jury just did it i f there wasn 1 t anybody who wanted it.

back I suppose I was liberal in my outlook in medicine.

Looking

I guess any woman is a little

bit but as the years have gone on ------(inaudible) I was kind of - I wouldn't call it radical -my thinking was·""' I won't say it was progressive - but I was more - it might
Bellevue

have been at =====
Belvue that I got that blacks were at a disadvantage and worse than
that - but I think that's really one of the things that interested me in a rural
practice was I had such a hard time getting what I had and I felt like that I would
like to be where I really could prove that I was useful- that you weren't justi f the State hadn't spent all of that money and my people hadn't spent all of that

money and I was making a contribution and it was- and I don't mean by that I was
in politics - it's just that the poverty program for poor whites and for blacks·
really was cut off the stream of entrance into themedical care.

Now we have a

medical care system now- 1 don't think that's quite likely to h,g.ppen to - but then
in those yea:ts - the depression years before World War. II - they were totally locked
out of any medical care because there wasn't any - the welfare was just not even
in existence untiL

It was sort i:of a challenge.

It's hard now to sort of look

around and see where there is a real need -people are really deprived.
Well, you worked for indigent people for 40 years then?

How have you seen it change in

40 years?
Well, it's been an improved economy for one.

Industrialization in the south has

been a big thing.

I started with shate cropping and all of those novels have been

written about it.

The basic essential - goodness and kindness - of poverty people

in those days - they were hard working, cooperative, they made good patients.
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And they had a lot of humor about them.

They were for real.

There used .to be a little

sawmill - it was right at the edge of town blowing the sawdust all over everything I had a colored girl down there that. had Brill's ==
(?)_fever- do you know what Brill's
fever is?
It has to do with fleas doesn't it?
It's the flea of the rat.

How we ever got that stuff down here I'll never know.

It's a terrible fever. It's very much like typhoid.
and GI symptoms and then this rash.
positive.

They have these tremendous fevers

Weil-Felix test is one of them that would be

They'd die of pneumonias; they'd get brain clots and this and that.

We

had a·regular epidemic- the State-came in and put a rat and flea program in but we
saw a lot of them.

This poor woman was down there - in the home - there wasn't any

hospital - arid all of that hot Georgia summer and no ventilation and sawdust just
pouring all in.

I had doctored her along the years and about time I was getting ready

to quit I said Janie you remember that time that you had Brill's fever and she said I
was too sick to remember anything but seeing you and I remember that old house.

We

used to laugh; we'd be frying chickens and the chips would get in the pan and they'd
just fry chickens and the chips too all together.

It's unbelievable, isn't it?

Go to see a burn patient and if they didn't call you right then there would be maggots
all over.
How' did you feel about that because it sounds like you could do some to help but there
was a lot of stuff- you couldn't·change the poverty.
I didn't try to.

I didn't try to change the poverty.

I didn't get political or

social.
I didn't mean that.

I'm just saying-

All I could do was to give them a little bit of education and give·them what help I
could.

That man eventually died - he didn't have any money to go to the hospital.

I made an effort to get Shriners in when there was a burn but it was mostly for
children.

There wasn't anywhere to take him and it was so bad.

I got this colored

woman and she and I would bathe him and then she came in every day and we cleaned him up.
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We kept him clean after that and she'd go.

But it was just that bad: /

Do ya'll still have a hospital here?
Yes.
When did the situation change for blacks being entered into the hospital - was it always
open to them?
It was segregated like it was at University
When you trained there it was segregated.
It was totally separated.

It was called the Lamar Wing and it was the black wing.

they called black medicine

black surgery.

It was Lamar Medicine^ and Lamar Surgery.^
So it was like that here for awhile.
It was like that all over the south.

What was it like when it changed when you were practicing?
It never bothered me.

It doesn't bother anybody now.

It affected my practice.

I had in my prime, I reckon what you'd call a good solid middle class practice.
Early on and in the later years it began to drift back because I suppose the blacks
were more loyal in terms of no matter what kind of doctor I was as long as I was
around they would go to me.
that.

The choices were limited and Medicaid came in and I took

That dooms you for a physician, I'll tell you that.

credentials because it is an abused program.

As far as having real

You can get in something and when you

get through that you don't have to deal in the social, economic and those kind of
problems - if you can get pure medicine anywhere, I don't know how you'll ever do
it now.
Wh.at do you mean.that it dooms you- I don't really understand.
I mean you are locked into a welfare system yourself.

They aren't going to pay you

and you are not going to - self esteem is not going to get anything like mine did when
I was doing it..

I had the choice and I had a relationship but you won't have anything.

If you get into that you're just the medicaid doctor and if you're not in it they will
go next door.
You really think that it destroys the,patient physician relationship?
I know it does.

Because you are dealing with young people primarily.

'You are dealing
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with young adolescent mothers and children who don't know anything about work and
I'm not talking about all of them.

.,

I'm talking about the welfare population- I'm

talking about poor and there's a lot of poor, too, in the· rural areas.
those - if you start out you know and go to

But now

I would rather and this may sound

radical but I would rather work in a group of some sort now or do public health rather
than soloing unless you manage better than I did.

Whoever came in I saw and as a

result I ended up seeing a lot that nobody else saw.

Dr. Morgan

does that and he

seems to be able to Dr who?
Dr. Morgan.

He's a young man.

When did he come in?
I guess - he came about the time I left.
future.

I guess these are just the problems of the

How can a person be a total physician and not deal in welfare except their

own welfare.

The welfare that they choose.

You know right now Medicare - if you've

got - the way I've been doing- if they couldn't pay I took what Medicare gave me I didn't accept assignment if they had the money to pay me- I let them get paid and
then they could pay me my bill.

Well now if you accept assignment on any you have

to accept it on all so here's somebody that's maybe got as much money as anybody in town
but you've got to take the cheap fee and things like that.
this all over everywhere.

Of course, you're hearing

Like I say it may be my age but the fun's not - it got to

be work - I had charts to do at the hospital and rounds to make - came in and sign
papers - sign a paper to get food stamps - sign a paper to get a commode - sign a paper
to get - it just got to where I think i t is really going to be different when we get out there.
There's got to be spots though.

Do you have your interests yet - do you know what

you're going to do?
I hope to do what you've done - go out to a small town and practice.
I think probably if you - what part of the country are you from?
Well, I'm originally from northeast Georgia but probably won't go back there.
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I think probably in the"mountain sections up around ClaytonThat's where we're from.
Is that right?

Well, you've still got some of the real flavor of people with the

hard work ethic, haven't you up there?
Oh, yes.

There is still a lot of poverty up there, too, though.

But it is respected poverty, pretty well?
You've got medicaid anywhere you go, so I'm not sure if that's not more in our minds
wanting to think that than it really is out there.

I feel the same way about it that

you do but I'm not sure that that is,really true when it comes down to it.
We are about 50% blacks here and they are the ones who are largely on it.
is going to change.

That I think

They are getting educated now and I think truly that maybe in another

generation I'm going to do psychiatry; I'm not going into family practice.
That's a great field.
I decided it would make me happy and I want to be happy.

If I'm happy I think that I will

do a better job.
That's a great field for women.

I don't know of a better field.

I still think that

any good doctor - any sincere doctor - that gives the best they can do that comes out
of medical school and really and truly wants to help and do the best of their professional
ability, I believe they will do alright; I don't think it matters where you are or
what you have to do.
I hope that's true.
I'm sure it is; I know as this old gentleman told me; he said it doesn't matter what
business you are in - if everybody that comes you do the best you can and give them ·
satisfaction they will be back.

And then they will bring somebody with them.

Old Dr.

Agee used to tell us - they talked to us about how .to start a practice - he said now
you speak to everybody and you make yourself available; he said they might not come
themselves but they will send their maid.

Dr. Lansing Lee - it was $5 for medical

charge - did ya'll ever know Dr. Lansing Lee?
Yes, he was still writing handwritten charts dictations at University Hospital while I was
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working there.

They never made him go to the

I'm about that bad.

He couldn't figure it out.

Dr. Lansing Lee said I want to tell you how to practice medicine

you give them a $1 worth of medicine and $4 worth of bull.
personality he had.
encouraged them.

What he meant was that

He took time and he talked to them and listened to them and

I really think as far as success goes that's all you need is just

be sincere and give your time.

we've been talking to

One thing we have been asking the women^ is I don't know if you know the librarian at the
School, Dot Mims.

She said that they would be welcome to take any kind of records or

anything that women have that they want to donate so we have just been passing that
information on because The only thing I have is that journal article - the whole article from the journal
it's a front page -want to see it?
We'd love to.
I'll bring it to you.

We had (inaudible) anesthesia.

It was more convenient for them

to come in than it was to pay the extra money and to wait because the house calls had
to be made after office hours.
20 miles.

This is a big county; some of the house calls would be

I really sort of came between the two generations.

still here practicing and the younger ones were just coming in.

The older doctors were
I think I have a copy;

I'll give her that.
Did you have any letters that you wrote while you were in medical school that were not
real personal?
I haven't been through all those things yet.

Bellevue

I ran into one that I wrote from ======
Belvue

and that's what I'm trying to do now is go through and get stuff put away.
What she does is she has these acid resistant boxes to try to preserve them and she'll
put them in boxes labeled as to who they are. and try to keep them in the order that they
are in.

They are hoping to get the appropriations for an archivist to come in and go

through it.

It would be well taken care of.

I don't know what she would want.
Academy of Family Physicians.

A lot of things - I was charter member of the American

I'm proud of that because I was in my 50s - I didn't follow

up because I really simply couldn't keep the standard of records t;hat they required.
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You'll be better able to do things like that.

I couldn't follow it up.

But I don't

imagine she wants things like that.
Oh, yes,

exactly what she wants and we would just be tickled pink to have any

letters or any kind of memorabilia stuff from back then.
i

The Medical Honor Society - I don't know whether I was the first -wasn't Dr. Florence?
Were you AOA too?
Yes.

I thought - they had told me I was first but I was reading about Dr. Florence

and I saw where she was first.
Unless there is something messed up about the history I don't know why they would have told
you you were first if you weren't.
They told me that.
I' 11 check into that.

I didn't know that.

That's not in your file.

I still pay the dues.
That's quite an honor.

I'm certainly not.

Well, I was very proud.
I would think that that is something to be tremendously proud of.
I studied.

That's mostly all I did.

Really she would be and we would be more than tickled to have anything that you want to
donate.
Neither of my children are medically inclined.
I meant to ask you about your children.

That's something I forgot. What have your children

done?
Bill is a juvenile court - probation.
a junior now.
community

Kathy is still going to Georgia Southern; she's

She's married and lives in Alba, Georgia; it's a little farming

and has 2 sons.

What is she going to get her degree in?
English.
,Beowulf.

Tape ends.

I think now she's struggling with Medieval History and Spanish, Chaucer and

