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Or. Phyllis Johnson O'Neal

10/23/84

Well, first thing- I know you've heard this a thousand times.
go to medical school? Why did you want to be a physician?

Why did you want to

I suppose because my father was a physician and his father before him. I was always
interested in it. I guess I knew sort of from the early days that I wanted to study
medicine. He was an old time country doctor and I went with him on calls and then we lived in Bowman, Georgia.
You were born there?
Yes, which is 12 miles up the road in a farming community. During the Depression
of '32 he moved to Elberton because there was an industrial base here and he was
only being paid with chickens, and eggs and butter and things at Bowman. They had
an office here on the 3rd floor by one skyscraper about 4 stories high. They delivered babies there and things like that and I watched them deliver babies and I
was just interested in it.
And he thought that was a fine, ok thing for a girl to be interested in?
Oh, yes.
Did you know any female physicians?
No, I guess not.
How did your mother feel about it?
Well, mother taught piano and so she was of course she would have liked for me to follow a musical career, I guess, but she didn't really object to it.
Had your father graduated from MCG?
No, he went to Atlanta to- I forget what they called that first school.
Well, there were several.
Later it was taken over by Emory so he did get a degree from Emory.

Medical College of Georgia

=== as opposed to Emory?
So when you decided to go to medical college, why did you pick MCG

I don't know. I guess I never really considered Emory.
to Agnes Scott and Emory was right around the corner.

I don't know what.

I went

Were they accepting women at that time? . I don't think they were. ·I don't know the
exact time but it was in the 40's when they started accepting women and you graduated
in '43 so I'm not sure that they were accepting women.
Did you have any trouble getting in?

How was the application process?

I applied by mail and then I was given an appointment for an interview. I··think that
was in the spring of the year and I
had no problem getting accepted. I was
interviewed by about 3 different doctors one of whom was Dr. Cleckley. . I remember
he asked me what books I had read recently. Gone With the Wind was one of them and
he wanted some comments about it and then he gave me a puzzle to figure out. I've
been trying to remember what that was.- it had something to do with two men trying
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tcr get a certain measurement of liquid across a river. He only had a quart measurer
and a gallon measurer and you had to figure out how you were going to get a half a
gallon across or something - I don't remember.
I•m glad they didn't ask me that.
views?

Do you remember anything else about the inter-

Mettler (correct spelling)

I think a Dr. Metler who was Professor of Anatomy was one.
third one was.

I can't think who the

Did they ask you anything about if you were going to get married, have children and
not practice medicine? Did they ask anything that you thought was specifically geared
, toward women?
I don't believe so but interestingly enough we have a daughter who is a doctor and
she applied there and one of the guys asked her that and she was infuriated.
Good for her.
Where did she end up going to school?
Tulane.
And they asked her that at MCG?

I'm not surprised?

What year did she apply?
I think it has been about 10 years ago. He asked her if she planned to get married
and she said well she hadn't ruled it out. He asked her what would she do if she
had children and she said 'I'll marry a man who likes to look after children.
I hoped she complained with the man who has been head of the Interview Committee.
I'm sure she knows him- Boyd Sisson.
We have been talking to him about these kinds of problems. He says he has never
gotten any feedback - he•s been on there 30 years, well twenty something as chairman - any feedback about those kind of complaints. The only way he hears about them
is if people write him or call him after they do the interviews and say they were
very upset.
We know it goes on; you just don't hear about it.
He had the idea that it goes on. He sais that he thinks that it probably happens
because they really have no control over what people say. They send out a memorandum
telling them not to mention those things.
Like Pam said they aren't asking men if they plan to get married.
This is what their rule is now and this might have been before he started doing
You can•t ask anything of a woman that you wouldn•t ask a man and they wouldn't
a man that. UnJess they are going to start asking men what are you going to do
you have
I don't think they are going to start doing that. But they
still doing that.
Let•s go back a little bit and ask about where you did undergraduate work.

that.
ask
if
are

.i
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OK, I went to Agnes Scott for 4 years. Well, I finished relatively young- I started
to school before I was quite 5 and I graduated from high school when I was 15 and I
went on that fall just before I was 16 to college. So I graduated when I was 19
and I did a double major in Chemistry and Biology.
So, you started to medical school quite early.
Well, tell us about your classmates in medical school.
There were about 48-50 in the class and there were 2 women and the rest were men.
Very few of them were married. I guess then men were finishing a little younger,
too than they do now. Plus they didn t have the finances to be married. There were
2 or 3 older guys who were- well, I know there were 2 who had kids and some that
had taught a few years before they came to school. But the rest of them were young
men having a good time.
1

Who was Helen Sharpley?
You say there were 2 women in your entering class.
Peoples

Margaret^ Olson.
In your graduating class we ve got down 4 - Kathleen Byers, Helen Sharpley, Margaret
Olson.
1

No, Helen Sharpley was not in this class.
She was not.
I knew her.

She was a year behind.

We know there are probably some errors in the book. This comes from the Alumni Book.
Tell us some about the women who were in school with you - first the ones that were
in your class.
Margaret Olson was
brained Swedish girl and not real attractive but not too
bad. We di dn t really see each other much the first year. The first year I boarded
with a family on Henry Street and Marion Mathews who was a senior in medical school
at that time was boarding there too. Do you have her on your list?
1

Yes, that 1 s the one - actually we do but that 1 s just because Katrine Hawkins told us
about her because she was not in the book. That 1 S one of the errors. We do have
her name down.
Do you know who she married or if she got another name?
Marion Mathews? No, she didn 1 t marry. In my sophomore year Margaret and I got togeth. er. and we rented an apartment for one year. The next year we boarded .again and then .
Kathleen came and all 3 of us boardedin the same house for maybe the next 2 years.
·
Kathleen was real attractive and still is attractive. Have you seen her?
Yes, we had a good time.
Yes.

Is your husband a physician too? Where did you meet him?

I met him in medical. school.

That s what 1 thought - 1 think Kathleen had told us that.
1
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Was he a classmate?
No, he was 2 years behind me. He was a year younger. Margaret dated a boy in our
class and it turned out they secretly got married while they were still in medical
school. I dated a boy in our class for several years but we didn't end up marrying.
Did you marry your husband while you were in medical school?
No, I was a resident and he was an intern.
Why do you think Margaret kept it a secret?
I don't really know unless it was because of her parents because later they had a
real wedding.
We had someone else who did that? Who was it?
Hendry. Dr. Hendry who graduated from here in '38 did the same thing. They kept it
a secret for 6 months before they graduated. She said they were worried about getting
inter-nships because sometime when you were married it affected you getting internships.
What about any outstanding professors that you knew in school?
Sydenstricker

Of course, I thought Dr.
was excellent.
gave the most organized lecture of any of them.

Dr. Marian Harper, I thought,

He taught what?
Internal medicine. I thought Dr. Volpitto was a very good teacher but he was so caustic
and he didn't care for women. He was one that I felt had some prejudice against women.
How did that come out?
The War had started during my years in medical school and so cWben" the men had to go
off to the War and it left the staff very shorthanded. They developed some externships
(that's what I think you would call it now).when the seniors sort of took a residency
training. Dr. Volpitto was letting some students take anesthesia that way and I was
interested and got the message back that he was not considering any women. It has
done me good since then to know that he had to take nurses and train them to be CRNAs.
My husband did take one of the anesthesia externships and then during his years as
intern and resident he could do private anesthesia. He would make like $10
he
would give a private anesthetic and it surely helped us along in those early years.
Where did you do your residency?
1 did it at University Hospital. I had a rotating internship the first year and we
went through surgery, pediatrics, medicine, emergency room, anesthesia, ob-gyn. We
went long hours. When we were on emergency room we worked from 7 in the morning until
7 the next morning. Then you went to the operating room for anesthesia and you
stayed there until the surgery was finished. Then you had
rest of that day off
until 7 the next morning.

That sounds real familiar.
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You got your room and board and $20 a month when you were an intern. My room was
on the Milton Antony wing which was contagious disease ward. All the men had interns quarters on the Lamar wing and there were just 2
up on this floor for
=======
women. Alva Falkman
shared the suite with me. We had 2 bedrooms and a bath in between.
Faulkner
How long was your internship and residency?
One year of internship. Then I went into Internal Medicine and Dr. Sydenstricker was
the chief of service. At that time, the school became accelerated because of the War.
They were trying to put doctors out faster so we went all year round. One year residency was shortened to 9 months. So I had 2 or 3 nine month periods.
I was the
co-resident on medicine with Pepper Martin. Then for a short while I was an instructor
in Medicine. I married while I was a resident and then my husband got called into
the service.
Did you get to finish your residency?
Yes.
And it was in internal medicine?
Yes.
If I remember right - let's see if you remember this. It wouldn't have been too long
before you worked as a resident with Sydenstricker that he took his first female
resident. Who was that? Was that Marian Mathews? Do you remember?
It wasn't Sydenstricker - it was; No, it might have been. Marian Mathews was the one
who studied with this guy Clark who was supposed to be such a great cardiologist.
I thought it was Harry Harper.
She worked with Harry Harper after she finished. She said she had so many patients
that didn't have heart disease that had other problems that she decided to go into
psychiatry.
Did it seem unusual that you got to work with Sydenstricker?
Frankly I don't know if I would have if it hadn't been for the War.
wondered whether I would have gotten that position.

I've often

I've been doing a lot of reading about nationwide what was going on and that seems to
be one thing that did happen both with Wor 1d War.I and World War II. It freed up
positions that they hadn •t had before. Not that::they stayed open to them after the
War but during the War they got to fill them.
Had you considered going anywhere else for your internship? Because the other thing
that several women have told us is that how difficult - getting into school was not
difficult but finding a positon for internship and residency certainly was.
I don't guess I considered going anywhere else.
Because ya'll were married.
No, actually I wasn't married. I had a boyfriend - I guess that was one reason.
maybe I wasn't adventurous enough. I just decided to stay here.

Or
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In your clinical years you never had any procedures or anything that you werentt allowed
to do - male catheterization or anything like that?
No, I can remember some times when it was real embarrassing and I would go - especially
a white male and fairly young and all. I would go to one of the guys and promise to
do anything for them if they would go up and catheterize that man for me. But I did
it on some. 'There was nothing that was denied me. I think there was a little prejudice along but in general I felt I got a pretty fair deal.
Do you remember any other specific professors besides Volpitto that in any way indicated
that they didn•t appreciate women being in medicine?
There was one guy that taught internal medicine that made the comment that no woman
was going to get an A in his course. I guess those were the only overt expressions
I remember.
What did you do with your leisure time?

You dated someone in your class.

I had a ball. Of course, I had been to Agnes Scott and I was still so young there.
all women. I had a boyfriend or two but they were not in Atlanta at that time. I was
pinned to a guy just for the fun of being pinned. In med school we had a lot of dances.
Fraternity dances1
Yes, and in public places. The faculty was there. I would dance with them like the
dean of the school. My father just hated him - Dr. Lombard Kelly. My father thought
he was the one who had gotten the medical school mixed up in politics. We lost our
accreditation during that time. I don•t know whether he gets the blame or not but
anyway my father didn•t like him. My first year I just dated a lot of different
people; I was scared to death the whole time but I had a good time.
What were you scared of?
I was scared of the courses at sthbol - I went to register and the first thing they
did was give us a box of bones. Did you get any bones?
We got a skull.

We didn•t get any bones.

We got a whole chest full of every bone in the body. When I went to the first osteology
class the assignment was the clavicle. Well I studied the clavicle and learned the two
ends and the middle I guess. They called on one of the fellows - a PhD - to describe
the clavicle and he talked for 30 minutes and I nearly fell out of my seat. He described like the distal end had 3 surfaces ·and he told every muscle that attached to
it and the blood vessels that went along and I was just petrified when I found out that
I had to learn stuff like that. I remember once - it was Gus Mettler that taught
osteology - he asked me to do the sphenoid bone and I muddled through it somehow or
another and the next day he called on me again. You don•t expect to get called on
twice in a row like that and he said Johnson describe so and so.·" He said you didn•t
think lightening would strike twice in the same place.
Did you know his wife?
Yes.
Did she have any contact with you?

Did she teach?
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I think she taught the history of medicine.
Do you remember going to her classes?
Yes.
Were you impressed by them or remember what she talked about or anything?
)

I wasn't very impressed by her.

I would say she was a little on the coarse side.

She was about the only female professor there. Her position it was kind of hard
to tell whether she was paid or not··- I think she was paid a little bit - not much but she was the first woman that was there.
We had gross anatomy. I guess it was on the 4th floor of the main building and it
was pretty gruesome. There were 4 to a body and of course all of that formaldehyde
smell and we weren't air conditioned. One of our cadavers got maggots in it and they
jumped. Every now and then I would scream and a professor would run over and I would
say, 11 0h, those maggots jumped. 11
I haven't heard this before.
just men.

Who did you work with on your cadaver - other women or

I think 3 men. In fact, I remember one of them was dissecting the sciatic nerve and
he cut it in two. He flunked out. I don't know if that was it but I guess it was
just a sample of the kind of work he did.
You have to work pretty hard to cut that nerve - it's pretty big.
of people who left your class.

Were there a lot

I would guess that maybe 5 didn't make it after the first year.
You didn't know any women who left did you? We don't have a list of those who were
accepted; we only have a list of those that graduated.
I heard that one did after I left there.
Did you know of any women that were applying that were· not getting in?
No.

I don't guess I knew any that were applying.

Who was your confidante in medical school? When you had some problem and needed to talk
to someone, who did you talk to?
'

I don't know unless it was one of my classmates, I guess.
some.
Do you know what happened: to her?
happened to her after school?

I talked to Marian Mathews

We've heard/a little about her.

Do you know what

She was in Baltimore. I think she took her residency there and in Augusta in internal
medicine and went into cardiology with Dr. Harper. Now whether she went off anywhere
before to get her cardiology training I don't remember. I just heard of her off and
on. · Have you heard of Martha Warren McWitty?

Yes, we have her down as graduating in 1939. Tell us about her.
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She was a very matter of fact, flat talking woman who was born over here in Newburg
which is about 10 miles up the road. I didn't know her in medical school but her
brother was a medical student and I dated him. Her husband went into the service
and so she came back to Augusta to do a residency while he was away and she was in
pediatrics. She was pregnant I think.
We haven't heard of anybody having children during residency or medical school.
During her residency at University? Did you see her after that?
Yes, I've seen her several times. Well, she was already married and they ended up in
New Orleans and we visited them there. She did anesthesia and pediatrics. She never
did have a full time practice - maybe she did in anesthesia. In pediatrics she
mainly relieved other doctors when they wanted to go on vacations and she had 4
children. Three of them studied medicine.
What does her husband do?
He was a surgeon.
She's dead now? Had 3 children who were physicians? Well, I want to hear about how
you worked in your family. You got married in your residency and he was in his internship? When did you have a child?
We have 4. When he had to go into the service we went up to Carlysle Barracks, Pennsylvania. I guess that was when I got pregnant. I remember we were living with a lady
where we had
privileges and I was trying to keep the kitchen clean and I got
so sleepy every day. It's funny that you can go through medical school and not know
that pregnant women get sleepy. I had no idea that that was what was wrong with me.
She had apples in the attic and I had this craving for apples so every day I would
go up and steal an apple out of the attic. About the time we were leaving she said
oh, by the way, there are apples in the attic and just help yourself to them.
Where did ya'll go then?
He got transferred to Memphis and we came through Elberton on the way to Memphis.
Daddy was operating and wanted us to come in and help and of course it was one of those
unairconditioned operating rooms and I fainted while we were in the operating room.
That's how they found out that I was pregnant. The first one was
in Memphis
and I was so bored when we got to Memphis. I didn't have anything to do so 1 got a
job as a laboratory technician in a private lab. Then we heard about this course
that they were going to give at the University of
caudal
so
I decided to take that.· My husband was in a military hospital and somehow he wrangled
his way so he could take the course too. So we took a 2 months course in caudal
anesthesia. The professor said that he would see that I got a caudal when I hadthe
baby. I went into the
in Memphis and they gave me a caudal. Then
they wouldn't let my husband in the labor room; he just had to pace out in the hall
like every other father. In taking the course they had movies of people with it ·
and drinking a coca-cola while they were in labor so I said where is my coke. And
they said oh, you can't have one because you might have to have general anesthesia.
They had nurses that would give me a little bit more anesthesia every hour - there was
a tube in. r knew my anesthesia level was too high; it had gotten about up to here
and 1 couldn't breathe good and finally I had to tell them that they weren't going to
give me any more until they ca 11 ed the doctor who was as 1eep in the building. They
called him and he said no, don't give her anymore. I :did end up having to be put
to sleep and had forceps and all of that good stuff. Well, that
the first one.
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When he got out of the service we were planning to go to Florida to practice. He had
something set up in St. Augustine with a friend of my fathers. But you had of course
to pass the exams to practice in Florida. We went down; it was given in 2 sessions;
the basic sciences and the clinical part. We took the basic science and the next
section was to be given about 3 months later. We passed the basic sciences and we
went back for the second one. When we walked into the hotel people said where have
=
you been. It turned out that we were one day later.
It was a 2 day session so we
went running to the people giving the exam and said we have just gotten here could
you give us the exam tonight - the one that they just had today. No, they couldn't
do that. So I was pregnant again - the time that it was due to come up again was my
delivery date -we finally did pass our Florida boards but by then the position had
gone by the board. We had stayed here sort of waiting to see if we were going to
Florida and finally we just decided that we were too far into debt to move so we
stayed in Elberton.
Tell us about your practice.
I had of course done a residency in internal medicine and arrived here with 2 children
and felt that I could not be on call and be going day and night. My husband was
wanting to do to surgery and all they had for anesthesia was this old doctor who was
giving open drop ether. So since he had had his special training in anesthesia then
he decided or we decided that I would try anesthesia and he would teach it to me. So
we did - we got an anesthesia machine -cyclo was the big thing then which was of course
very explosive. Our hospital was just a residency that had been converted - the dining
room had been converted into an operating room. There was no such thing as grounding
or anything like electrical safety or any of the usual 'hazards that we could avoid
which has always made me think that cyclo is not as dangerous as everybody made out
that it was. I t really turned out to be a nice field because my hours were just 2 or 3
hours in the mornings and then I was pretty much free for the rest of the day unless
there was an emergency. That was all I did until the children were grown.
Then you had 2 more.

How many girls and boys?

I had 3 girls and 1 boy. We have had a reilly wonderful life but we have had a lot
of problems too. Our youngest daughter had polio and she was 3 when she contracted
that. We took her down to Augusta and had her in the hospital for a few days. This
was just about the time that the polio vaccine came out. Each doctor was given I believe 12 doses of polio vaccine and that was all he had and he had to decide who to
give it to. The public program was giving vaccine to second graders so 1 of our
children got vaccine that way. They were advising that you not give to children under
the age of 3 so our other 3 children got the vaccine and *Patty came .down with polio.
We quarantined all of our children for several days and got stool cultures and every
one of them was positive for the polio virus. She had quite a bit of involvement and
we decided that we had been rather self sacrificing not to give her the vaccine and we
were going to get her to Warm Springs in whatever way we could which they were so full ·
then because there was so much polio •. But we did. It's still emotional. She was
there for 6
really great but she still has involvement. She can walk
without crutches for short distances but then she uses crutches the rest of the time.
':I

Does she still live here at home with you?

(*Name is Peggy, not Patty.)

No she went to Furman and went into music therapy and ended up in Milledgeville as
a
therapist and then sort of worked herself out of that job and got to be head
of a ward for severely retarded males and stayed there for 2 or 3 years. Now she
has a job with the state. She is an advocate for the physically handicapped. She
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is trying to see that all public buildings make their facilities available to the
handicapped. She is into country music big and she plays with a band.
What kind of instrument does she play?
Well, she played flute- that was her classical instrument at Furman. But when she
got down to Milledgeville she got into this country music bit and now she plays
guitar and sings and plays several instruments - the dulcimer.

Side one of tape ends.

What about your other children?

Patricia is my oldest one and she graduated from Agnes Scott and then she got her
masters in English but got married before she finished
She married a
methodist minister and they have 2 children. She teaches on the college level.
She got a Phi Beta Kappa and when she got her masters degree she got a Phi Beta Kappa.
Real smart girl. The main problem with her is with him moving around so much she
can't get tenure anywhere or really get established anywhere. Every time they move
she has to go looking for a job and she's down at the bottom of the totem pole.
They have to move every 4 years.

It 11S not 1ike with Baptists.

Pam is the one who studied medicine. She •s been a nonconformist a11 the way through.
She came up as a tomboy sort of. When she was about 8 and had a birthday we gave
her a dress. She said but I already have a dress! She incidentally had problems too.
When she was about 2 years nld she began to get ptosis in one of her eyelids and
then in a little while the other one began to droop. We got really alarmed about
her and took her to Atlanta and then we took her to Philadelphia and then they finally
decided that it was myasthenia gravis but not the usual form. For several years she
had to look up to see anybody because her eyelids were drooping so. We had to start·
her on medicine - giving her (inaudible) and Atropine - she wouldn't eat breakfast and
if she didn't eat she would get nauseated when she went to school, so we went through
a good bit of trials with her. She has pretty well outgrown it now; she doesn't take
any medication now. She went to Agnes Scott too - she left before she finished her
senior year and went to Agnes Scott. She then decided she was going to major ih
German so she went to Germany her junior year. While she was there she got hit by
an automobile and got a fractured tibia and a concussion. We rushed over to Germany
and stayed there for 3 weeks and brought her back on the plane in a long leg cast
having diarrhea from all of the drugs they
given her. We just had this nightmare of a trip coming back. Then she got a nonunion; she had to be in traction for
several months and finally had to have 2 bone grafts. When she went back her senior
year she was still in a long leg cast but she finished Agnes Scott. Then she too
a masters in German at Middlebury in Vermont and went back to Germany and had another
accident. Well we didn't have to go get her that time. Then she went to Austin,
Texas to start on a doctorate and while she was there we decided to make a mission
trip to Bolivia and we went to a hospital. and worked for 3 weeks in Bolivia. She
decided she wanted to go with us so while she was there she decided she di dn •t know
what good a Ph.D. in German was going to do anybody and she believed she would study
medicine. So then she had to go through pre-med and then to medical school and then
a residency so she was about 35 before she finished.
Claire will have to tell you her study.

It's about the same thing.

My language was Chinese instead of German but I stopped a little bit before she did.
I had to go back to get my pre-med and now I'll be 34 before I finish. Some of us
are as crazy as your daughter.
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We had one son and he couldn't decide to study medicine; he did try dentistry or predental school for a little bit. He ended up going into business and going into banking. Just this year he had his mid-life crisis and he decided to leave the bank and
go into life insurance so he is real pleased with that.
What is your husband doing now - he's not retired or is he?
He's trying to slow down - he's trying to work this morning.
He's done surgery all of these years?
And family practice. We came along when people were more a jack of all trades doing
a little bit of everything. There weren't many boards at that time and you didn't
worry about being board certified.
You did anesthesia until the children grew up?
Then I decided I wanted to pick up internal medicine again which was very difficult.
I was so far behind. You couldn't follow 2 fields - I couldn't really keep up with
1 adequately plus not being formally trained in anesthesia I felt that was a real
disadvantage to me. The nursing homes were just being started here and we were instrumental in getting one of them built. As that was set up the patients had to be seen
once a month or once every two months depending on whether they were skilled or intermediate care and my husband his group were so busy they didn't have time to go so I
took on the job of making rounds at the nursing homes. They were to follow them for
emergencies. It's not too rewarding a job but it's not as harrowing as anesthesia
and I can pretty we 11 set my own hours and figure out the days I want to go. It keeps
me in a little bit and I've enjoyed it.
So, you've done that about how many years?
About 10.
So,

still doing that?

I'm the medical director at all 3 nursing homes in this county and make rounds at all
3 of them. At 1 of them I see all of the patients and at the others I see just the
ones that my husband's group refer to me.
I think that's about all of the questions. is there anything that you can remember
that you want to talk about, something that we haven't hit on?
I was wondering about comparing the
anatomy and I don't believe you do that now?

subjects - we spent so much time with

How much time did we' spend?
Two quarters worth but that doesn't include neuroanatomy ,.. it's split up. I don't
know if ya '11 s were or not. So 2 quarters of regular anatomy and a quar.ter of :r"
neuroanatomy.
It really does take a lot of time really at our school in the first year.

it's not 1ike
dissect their
still walk in
that 4 people

AtEmory
that - they have 1 quarter and they don't h.ave cadavers. They don't
own cadavers. They have them but they don't do the dissection '"' we
the way ya'll
and 4 people are assigned - but we have so many students
dissect at 1 time and 4 people dissect at another time but there are 8

.•

12
people working on l cadaver but not all at the same time. You switch off - 1 week
you do or 1 day of the week you do dissection and 1 day of the week they do - you
come and look at what they did and they - and the one that you only really, really
know is the 1 that you dissected.
From the stories that other people have told us it does sound like ya'll spent more
time because other women have said that every night they went back after dinner
to work on their cadavers.
Dr. Byers said she didn't. I think that started changing somewhere in there - the
first to graduate like Leila Denmark and Loree Florence, she was dead but we listened
to her tape - they did spend all day every day and came back at night. A couple of
other people back behind that said that but then as it got toward the years that you
were there they weren't spending as much time. I know Dr. Byers said she didn't.
I asked her about that coming in all day every day .,. no; she said she took off from
Saturday at lunch time until the next day until about lunch time on Sunday and didn't
do anything at that time. Leila Denmark was saying that they studied all weekend
long.
Now this was Kathleen Byers?
Yes, she said that she didn't study after 12 noon - she took off.
She probably didn't; she was real laid back.
That's right.

She was the one that didn't pass one year.

She told us all about that; she almost quit but she came back.

How much time did ya'll spend on anatomy?
All morning as I 'remember it for - it may have been for 2 quarters and then we went
to neuroanatomy - I can't remember for sure about that; plus we h.ad cross section
anatomy in the sophomore year. Did you have that?
No.

By the sophomore year we were getting more into clinical lines.

We didn't really get much clinical work until our junior year.
We didn't actually see patients - that's not true - I didn't mean to imply that - but
we weretaking courses that were to help lis in the clinical year- Clinical Medicine
and things like that. What did ya'll have in your sophomore year?
Pathology was a big thing.
It still is.
Cross section.' We had dog surgery.

Do you have dog surgery?

No, you could take it as an elective but you don't have to take it.
That one is definitely out.
'

It was real interesting though. You worked in teams of 4 and you took a turn - like
your team would do 4 gastrectomies and you took a turn being anesthesiologist, nurse,
surgeon and assistant surgeon - so you got to work on 1 operation 4 times. I really
think it was good training.
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I bet it was.
Did your dog die very often?

No.
Somebody told us that if your dog died you had to do the autopsy.
I think Kathleen•s died when she was the anesthesiologist.
ended up going into.

That was the field she

That•s right.
We were talking about things this morning. John B. was reminding me 1 of the
things we had to do our freshman year was write an autobiography. This was Dr.
Cleckley•s thing and they gave us an outline of what we were supposed to include.
It was supposed to be very detailed teaching us how to do psychoanalysis I guess.
I sort of resented it because I wasn•t thinking about telling my
darkest
secrets to him knowing that it would be in those records from then on although I hadn•t
done anything really bad but still I didn•t want them to know.
I wonder what they did with those.
I d like to
1

too.

I don•t have any idea.
him.

Cleckley probably had them if they were papers ya•11 turned into

I bet he didn•t throw them away.
I remember when I was a senior 1 of the freshman - I was dating a: freshman boy
for awhile and he brought me his paper. He did go into all of the details - not me.
Those would be interesting. It wouldn•t be really fair to read them but I bet you
somebody else read them besides the people at University. We never heard about that.
Anything else you can remember that was kind of peculiar or. unusual?
I remember we used to joke a lot about in chemistry we had to do so much work on ouryou
get samples from
urine and stuff. Did you have to
do that?

No.
we•d go in and they•d tell us to get a urine specimen and they told about some girl
that had seen all of the boys going out wi,th a test tube so she went out with a
test tube and had to. bring it back and go get a beaker and go back to the bathroom.
Then I remember we had to do a glucose tolerance test - 4 to a team in chemistry we drew straws to see who the victim was and it was me so here were all of these
freshman medical students trying to hit your vein you know to get blood and to get
a blood sarllple. 1 had to drink the sugar water and then they drew blood every.hour
for 4 hours. They were willing to let me be 1 of the boys then without any problem.·
Who was the woman that Dr. Hendry told us about that the guys gave a hard time?
that was one that would have been much earlier.
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What year did Dr. Hendry graduate?
She graduated much earlier - in '38.
of years before that.
The CPCs I remember.

She was talking about somebody that was a couple

Do you still have those?

Yes.
I

dreaded that.

There weren't any women professors there when you were there?
No.

Are there now?

Yes. They are few and far between but there are some.

We appreciate them being there.

They are still not increasing the way that women are increasing in medicine. They
are still falling behind. I think it's pretty hard for a woman to get tenure. That's
what all of the statistics say anyway and looking around the campus I can see that it's
true.
One thing that we've been telling women that we talk to -

(recording stops and re-starts)

When we were interns on the emergency room we could charge the patients sometimes we weren't sure that that was kosher but it was done - especially the ones that
could afford to pay would
to pay so that was 1 of our big deals to get on the
emergency room and make money. John B. said well I don't think I made much and I said
well I know I made $200 that time.
Wow, that was a passle.
I used it to buy a muskrat coat.
that coat cost $300.

My family had to put a $100 toward it - I remember

That was a nice coat - Do you still have it around?
No.

(recording stops and re-starts)

The patients came to - if you were on medicine you had medical clinic or surgical·
clinics or that sort of thing. Then, you also had patients on the wards in the
hospital and you had to do a complete history and physical.
Did you ;follow them - see them through th.eir hospital stay?
Yes. But not after. One of the things that you would find interesting I guess is when
we were residents on medicine penicillin came out •. The supply was very scarce and we
would have a conference about who needed the penicillin the worse. We would dole it
out very carefully; as a resident you were responsible for storing it and mixing it
before you .took .it to be used on the patients. **Outside OB - well we had 3 weeks I
think that we were on outside OB - there were just 2 students and 1 resident that sort
of supervised it and we went out alone to these houses -what we would call the
ghetto now and deliver babies. We di.dn't know much about it; it was just pitiful
that they would turn us loose on those poor ladies having babies. ln the middle
of the night I would go out by royse lf to the middle of the black section.
** (recording stops and re-starts)
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you didn•t have a partner?
I had a partner but we didn•t go together all of the time. I had a spotlight on my
car and I would have to turn it on to read the house numbers and go in there and
there•d be the patient in labor on the bed and the rest of the family milling around
and flies all over the
very little sterile technique. I can•t believe
it. That was done away with soon after we went; after that they had the patients come
into the hospital.
r•m sure it was an experience but every time I hear it I just think I would have been
scared to death - to have been there by myself in that situation.
It was frightening.

There was very little crime at that time.

Everybody said they walked down to the school through the black section and didn•t have
any problems back then. Were there any blacks on campus while you were there - any
black nurses?
a lot of black nurses. They had a special residence for them.
where the Family Practice Building is.

I think it was

I think that•s right.
everything was pretty much separated back then.
I remember when I was a resident on medicine we saw quite a bit of the student nurses.
The black nurses instead of saying Miss so and so they were called Nurse so and so that was your polite title for them.
That•s interesting.
Tape ends.

