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Librarians in the Research & Education Ser-
vices Department at the Greenblatt Library 
continued to be actively embedded in health 
sciences colleges and units. The Allied Health 
Sciences Librarian, Lachelle Smith, offered a 
new series of research skills classes for the 
Physical Therapy department and also taught a 
multi-session course in Public Health. The 
Dental Medicine and Cancer Librarian, Peter 
Shipman, taught a Critical Thinking class and 
updated an Evidence-Based Dentistry course in 
collaboration with the new 
Course Director. Natalee 
Reese, the Nursing Infor-
mation Librarian, developed a 
virtual library using Google 
Classroom and became inte-
grated into online course 
shells for evidence-based practice nursing 
courses. Within the course shells, she provided 
library contact information as well as course-
specific videos and links. Prior to Jacob Gallay 
joining the department, all other members of 
the department took turns rounding with Pedi-
atrics as part of an evidence-based medicine 
assignment for the PGY3 residents.   
 
All librarians at Reese Library participated in 
the instruction program. Reese librarians taught 
sections of Public Speaking (COMM 1110), the 
freshman composition sequence (ENGL 1101 
and 1102), and other courses in the general edu-
cation curriculum. Additionally, liaison librari-
ans taught library instruction for major courses 
at the 3000/4000 level in the areas of anthro-
pology, communications, English, French, man-
agement, psychology, social sciences, and social 
work. Librarians also instructed students in the 

 

graduate courses within the College of Educa-
tion, Hull College of Business, and Security 
Studies Program.  
 
As liaison librarian to the Hull College of Busi-
ness, Rod Bustos served as a judge for the stu-
dent Shark Tank™ presentations in MGMT 
4530. Josette Kubicki was embedded in 18 
courses for the College of Education and es-
tablished a customized Library Lounge in D2L 
for each course, which included resources on  
library research and APA citation style. Josette  
assumed the liaison duties for the Department 
of Psychological Sciences, and Thomas Weeks 
temporarily assumed the liaison duties for the 
Department of History, Anthropology, and 
Philosophy. Nelson Fredsell joined Reese on 
March 1 and assumed the liaison duties for the 
Department of Communication and the Inter-
disciplinary Studies program. Emma Kate Mor-
gan joined Reese on April 1 and assumed the 
liaison areas of the Department of Art and De-
sign and the Department of Music. The majori-
ty of instruction was conducted during fall 
2019. Instruction in the spring moved to online 
modules when the university shut down in 
March. 
 

Teaching  
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Reese Library began the full implementation of 
the Gateways to Completion (G2C) project 
with the ENGL 1102 courses in fall 2019. 
Gateways to Completion was a USG-wide initi-
ative that sought to redesign several founda-
tional courses with large numbers of at-risk stu-
dents. Part of the redesign for English 1102 was 
mandatory library instruction. Prior to the uni-
versity’s closure, there were 37 sections of 
ENGL 1102 with a total of 616 students that 
participated in library instruction as part of this 
project this year.  
 
University Librarians Thomas Weeks and 
Melissa Johnson taught semester-long course 
sections of INQR 1000. In fall 2019, Thomas 
taught a class called Pets, Pets, Pets! In his 
course, Thomas had students investigate how 
various disciplines might explore the idea of  
pets. How would a psychologist study pets? A 
sociologist? A biologist? An historian? An art-
ist? Students read, listened, and watched how 
these disciplines might approach a single sub-
ject.  
 
Melissa taught 
a course enti-
tled, Superman: 
Defender of 
Truth, Justice, 
and the Ameri-
can Way in 
both fall 2019 
and spring 
2020. In her course, students looked at the sig-
nificance of the superhero by using film clips, 
movies, comics, and graphic novels of the vari-
ous iterations of Superman. The class re-
searched the development and evolution of the 
hero, investigated what makes a hero “super,” 
and examined why heroes are needed. The class 
tried to answer what exactly is the superhero’s 
role is in ensuring “truth, justice, and the Amer-
ican Way.”   
 
 
 

Several Greenblatt Librarians participated in 
the College of Nursing’s PhD Intensive Week, 
held annually the first week of August. During 
this week, students in the College of Nursing 
(CON) PhD program attended several sessions 
on literature searching, using EndNote citation 
management software, publishing research and 
avoiding predatory publishing, and managing 
research data. Jennifer Davis, Peter Shipman, 
Natalee Reese, and Kathy Davies hosted a rec-
ord number of sessions this year with 14 stu-
dents in each of the seven sessions. 
 
During October 2019 and April 2020, the Li-
braries presented sessions on resources and 
services during the week-long Human Research 
Academy organized by the Office of the Senior 
Vice President for Research. Topics included 
databases, sys-
tematic review 
services, data re-
positories and 
management, and 
scholarly communications services. Sandra 
Bandy, Peter Shipman, and Jennifer Davis led 
the sessions for the 90 attendees. In spring 
2020, the Libraries presented a second session 
on creating ORCID iDs and integrating OR-
CID into campus systems, as well as creating 
MyNCBI Biosketches. 
 
Josette Kubicki, Lachelle Smith, and Jennifer 
Davis worked with the Department of Teach-
ing Excellence and members of Instruction and 
Innovation to provide information about  
Copyright, OERs, and opportunities for em-
bedded librarianship for the course Teaching 
Blended and Online Courses. The three one-
week training units were offered beginning in 
June to help teaching faculty prepare for fall 
teaching, both in the online and blended mod-
el.  
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The University Libraries hosted its Sixth Annu-
al Faculty Authors’ Reception on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 22, at Reese Library. This reception rec-
ognizes Augusta University faculty who have 
written, edited, or chaptered a published schol-
arly monograph within the past year. Included 
were two Library faculty members, Thomas 
Weeks and Melissa Johnson. The event this 
year featured two faculty authors, Dr. Drew 
Kemp and Dr. 
Lori Bolgla, as 
keynote speakers, 
each of whom pre-
sented on their 
books. The Uni-
versity Provost, 
the Associate 
Provost for Facul-
ty Affairs, and the Vice Provost for Instruction 
also gave remarks. 
 

 

Reese Library hosted students for the Freshman 
Orientation and Jaguar Market sessions.  Dur-
ing the orientation sessions, new freshman who 
started at Augusta University in fall 2019, were 
invited to “Prowl the Library” and participate in 
an interactive activity to learn about the re-
sources, services, and personnel available to 
them.  The Library participated in a total of 
eight orientation sessions and 13 Jaguar Mar-
kets through the end of July 2019. For spring 
orientation, the Libraries hosted a table with 
various flyers, Jag Swag, and information about 
library tours for interested students. 
 

 

The University Libraries celebrated Constitu-
tion and Citizenship Day on September 17 by 
inviting Dr. Elna 
Green, Dean of the 
Pamplin College of 
Arts, Humanities, and 
Social Sciences, to 
present a keynote ad-
dress on the passage 
of the 19th Amend-
ment of the Constitu-
tion.  Gayla Keesee 
with the League of 
Women Voters also spoke briefly, discussing 
the 100th Anniversary of the League. Various 
community organizations, including the Savan-
nah River Keepers, the Sierra Club, Augusta 
Eats, Phinizy Swamp Nature Park, and the lo-
cal chapter of ACLU, also provided infor-
mation tables in the JSAC. Additionally, in col-
laboration with the League of Women Voters, 
the Libraries hosted several voter registration 
drives between September 17 and 24 (National 
Voter Registration Day) in various locations 
across both campuses.   

Reese Library sponsored activities during 
Banned Books Week in September to bring 
awareness of censor-
ship attempts to-
wards libraries and 
schools. Librarians 
created displays 
about banned books 
and hosted a Banned 
Books Read-Out dur-
ing which passages from banned and chal-
lenged books were read aloud. Additionally, 
not long after Banned Books Week, a contro-
versy arose about a local county removing 

Outreach 
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 Reese Library hosted a 
Smithsonian Traveling Ex-
hibit on World War I: Les-
sons and Legacies. Addi-
tionally, they created vari-
ous topical displays 
throughout the year includ-
ing Books Not Recom-
mended to read, Scary Lit-
erature Titles for Hallow-
een, Women’s Right to Vote, Black History 
Month, Military Chow, the 50th Anniversary of 
the Moon Landing, and also the 50th Anniver-
sary of Woodstock.  
 
Finals Frenzy returned to the University Librar-
ies December 6-13, with each library putting a 
unique spin on helping students de-stress. 
Greenblatt Library provided the students with 
breakfast, snacks, and free coffee, tea, and cider 
all day . The pop-up “Reese Café” provided 
Summerville students with breakfast, beverages 
and snacks and hosted one evening of Nacho 
Night. Reese Library also had a Build Your 
Own Finals Frenzy Pack for students to obtain 
free supplies and snacks to help them navigate 
through their final exams. This event was host-
ed in collaboration with Student Life & En-
gagement.  
 
Jennifer Davis, Scholarship and Data Librarian, 
created a computer game in collaboration with 
Jeff Mastromonico, Director of Technology 
Advancement from Augusta University’s Cen-
ter of Instructional Innovation for this year’s 
Fair Use Week (February 24-28, 2020). In or-
der to raise stu-
dents’ aware-
ness of using 
research materi-
als in education 
fairly, players 
explored the 
Summerville 
Campus of Augusta University to find the four 
factors of “Fair Use” and encountered various 
scenarios of its application.  
 
 

books from their curricu-
lum. The library pur-
chased the books in ques-
tion, and Thomas Weeks, 
Reference and Instruc-
tion Librarian, wrote a 
blog post addressing the 
detriments to society that 
limiting exposure to di-
verse viewpoints creates, 

and encouraged patrons to read the books to 
make their own judgment.  
 
 
As part of the Greenblatt Library’s History of 
the Health Sciences Lecture Series, Soma 
Mukhopadhyay, PhD, lecturer with the Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences in the College of 
Science and Mathematics and the Medical Col-
lege of Georgia, presented “Laughing Gas, Not 
a Laughing Matter: A History of Anesthesia” 
on November 14 in the Greenblatt Library's 
Historical Collections and Archives Reading 
Room. This History Series began in 2012 as a 
way to promote the historical collections and 
preserve the history of the medical profession.  
This series is a unique opportunity to highlight 
the ongoing evolution of health care best prac-
tices. These lectures also demonstrate how the 
past influences the direction of current and fu-
ture medical research and patient care. 
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In February 2020, 
Reese Library hosted 
the University 
Libraries 
programming for 
Black History Month. 
The Libraries 
partnered with 
departments from 
within the Pamplin College of Arts, Humanities 
and Social Sciences, including Dr. Rosalyn W. 
Floyd, Professor of Music, who presented The 
Color of Music: The African American 
Experience, and Dr. Guirdex Masse, Assistant 
Professor of English, who shared his current 
research on Transnational Literacy 
Engagements: Mercer Cook and Black Writing 
at the Midpoint of the Twentieth Century. The 
Department of Multicultural Student 
Engagement co-sponsored each event. Also, the 
Libraries sponsored a screening of Toni Morrison: 
The Pieces I Am in collaboration with the 
Department of English and World Languages 
and the Department of Multicultural Student 
Engagement,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The University 
Libraries have 
participated in and 
raised money for 
the Heart Walk 
each year since 
Augusta University 
became involved. 
Fundraising events 
this year included Wear Red Day, a bake sale, a 
parking raffle, and a candy guess. With the 
Heart Walk occurring just as the university 
shut down, Josette Kubicki 
had to make special 
arrangements to give the 
winner of the Candy Guess 
game, Kevin Young from 
AU Copy & Print Services, 
his prize. Although the actual 
walk was canceled due to 
COVID-19, the Libraries still 
raised $1,958, a new record.   
 
Both the JagWire and local news station 
WRDW, wrote a story on Reese Library after a 
book that had been lost for almost 50 years 
was returned. A former soldier who had been 
stationed at Ft. Gordon in 1971 had the book 
in his possession. After finding the book, the 
gentleman contacted the libraries via chat to 
get the information on how to return the book. 
The book, Mark Twain’s 1601: Conversation As It 
Was By the 
Social Fireside in 
the Time of the 
Tudors, was 
sent back to 
the library, and 
all overdue 
fines were 
waived.  
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In coordination with GALILEO, the Augusta 
University Libraries began preparing for the 
adoption of the OpenAthens authentication 
system in order to make using library resources 
easier and more reliable, improve security, and 
allow GALILEO 
and the University 
Libraries to offer 
new resources and 
services. Previously, the Libraries used 
EZProxy for authentication. OpenAthens re-
places that service. Testing began in fall 2019.  
 
Five open access textbooks, written by faculty 
who received a grant from Affordable Learning 
Georgia (ALG) Textbook Transformation, 
were made accessible in Scholarly Commons. 
The University newsletters, Teaching Matters and 
CURS Connection were archived in Scholarly 
Commons for preservation. The College of Al-
lied Health Sciences deposited its Masters of 
Health Science in Occupational Therapy Cap-
stone Projects. The Greenblatt Library’s Histor-
ical Collections & Archives digitized letters and 
handwritten speeches from the Augusta Library 
and Medical Society of the 1870s. 
 
Greenblatt Library completed its in-house digit-
ization of theses and dissertations. All 1,169 
theses and dissertations will be available in the 
University’s institutional repository, Scholarly 
Commons, within the next fiscal year. Of these, 
985 will be freely accessible and 184 will be re-
stricted to Augusta University affiliates.   
  
Reese Library brought back its "Browsing 
Books" section on the first floor near the stair-
case, which has housed the Confucius Institute 

 

books for the past six years. Some of the Li-
brary’s latest acquisitions can be found in this 
area, including many award winning books and 
several New York Times best sellers. There are 
also titles related to the animation and graphic 
design programs, and many titles related to so-
cial justice.  
 
The first floor of 
Greenblatt Li-
brary was reno-
vated this year. 
Included in the 
renovation was 
new carpeting 
and furniture, 
and a relocation 
of the computer 
lab to a more open area for student use. Also 
included was a redesign of the first-floor in-
struction room. The room was expanded and 
new desks with tabletop microphones were 
added, as well as a new podium with presenta-
tion capabilities and several overhead monitors. 
The furniture on the first floor was updated 
and additional study booths were brought in to 
provide privacy and sound barriers.  

Resources 



7 

 

 

onsite days each week to limit staff exposure. 
Staff were able to process information requests, 
create new checkout procedures, and prepare 
the building for students, faculty, and staff re-
turning to campus in fall 2020.  
 
Shortly after the COVID-19 outbreak, Gail 
Kouame, the Assistant Director for Research 
& Education Services, and Jacob Gallay, Clini-
cal Information Librarian, were invited to serve 
as faculty advisors for the students enrolled in 
the Medical College of Georgia’s new four-
week Pandemic Medicine elective course. Stu-
dents retrieved information about COVID-19, 
developed a knowledge base from the literature 
using Zotero, and posted to a website. The 
website houses all the student-created content, 
along with local and national statistics about 
COVID-19. The website received recognition 
in the local press and university communica-
tion channels. 
 
The Heritage 
Unit at Green-
blatt Library cre-
ated a digital pro-
ject aimed at doc-
umenting and 
preserving Au-
gusta University’s 
experience of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. All members of the Au-
gusta University community were invited to 
share personal narratives of how their lives 
changed due the pandemic. The COVID-19 
Project: Documenting Personal Narratives re-
search guide provided information on how to 
submit personal narratives, which were housed 
in Scholarly Commons, the institutional reposi-
tory for Augusta University. 

University Libraries faced the unique challenge 
of providing access to library services and re-
sources after Augusta University made the deci-
sion to close the campus in March for the 
spring and summer semesters.  Chat reference 
service was expanded from 8AM-10PM to help 
address needs of students, faculty, and staff, 
and faculty librarians were available through 
Teams and other meeting software to schedule 
virtual consultations to support student learning 
in the online environment. Librarians created 
instructional materials for integrating into the 
campus learning management system.  Univer-
sity Libraries collaborated with USG and other 
academic libraries to extend student loans and 
waive overdue charges during this transitional 
period. The Libraries also received temporary 
expanded electronic resources access from se-
lected publishers responding to the need for 
information in a global pandemic.  
 
The Libraries participated as part of the greater 
Campus Reopening Plan submitted in May 
2020, and recognized the need for supplies for 
safely handling materials, a designated area to 
quarantine materials, proper sanitation proce-
dures, and strategies for social distancing. The 
Libraries collaborated with Information Tech-
nology and Facilities to complete an assessment 
of the physical spaces to determine available 
seating for social distancing. Plastic barriers for 
service points were requested, staff work areas 
were relocated, and a workspace for quarantine 
of circulated materials was established.  
 
University Libraries developed a phased ap-
proach to reopening in alignment with universi-
ty protocols and best practices for staff and pa-
tron safety. During the summer, staffing in the 
library was a hybrid model of remote days and 

COVID-19 
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Many vendors provided expanded access to 
resources due to the pandemic. This included 
HathiTrust Emergency Access, which provided 
additional access to all materials within the USG 
that are digitized in the HathiTrust. 
Additionally, JSTOR opened all their journal 
packages to the university.  The Royal Society 
and Sage Publishing also opened access. Many 
publishers, including AccessMedicine, the 
American Heart Association, BMJ, and Jove, 
provided free access to publications related to 
COVID-19.  
 
University Libraries refocused their planning 
and engagement during the quarantine by using 
social media to connect with patrons. The 
Libraries were able to adapt existing activities 
and create new ones for students and faculty. 
The first week of April is National Library 
Workers Week. Since all the library personnel 
were working from home, the Libraries’ staff 
gathered on Zoom to take a picture for 
National Library Workers Day as a way to 
connect virtually with students, faculty, and 
staff.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Finals Frenzy LibGuide was created that 
housed information about the Spring 2020 
Virtual Finals Frenzy events that were shared 
on social media. Included were an E-Cookbook 

Challenge, where staff made recipes from 
cookbooks available in the collection; a 
Wellness page that provided information about 
being healthy and included links to live-
streamed exercise classes; and Learning 
Resources including links to the Academic 
Success Center tutoring, the Math Assistance 
Center, and the Writing Center.  
 
Library faculty and staff virtually shared their 
animal friends as a substitute for the traditional 
therapy dogs visit. 
The library staff 
provided photos 
and cheeky 
captions that 
captured the spirit 
of each furry or 
feathery friend. 
They  continue to 
share their #quarantinecompanions on the 
social media channels! All told, the Libraries 
faculty and staff are hosting 23 cats, 21 dogs, 
four birds, a hamster, and a gaggle of chickens. 
 
During the quarantine, the library also utilized 
social media to host a 
“Quarantine Reads” 
program. Various 
faculty and staff 
members selected 
books they were 
reading during the 
pandemic and 
provided a picture of the cover and a brief 
description of the book to encourage patrons 
and keep them reading.  
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Library faculty are well represented on USG 
committees and Augusta University 
committees for the Colleges, the Senate, and 
the AU Health System. They also participate in 
library-related professional organizations at the 
state, regional, and national level and many 
serve in leadership roles. In addition, library 
faculty serve as editors and peer reviewers.  
 
Gail Kouame, Assistant Director for Research 
and Education Services at Greenblatt Library, 
received the University Libraries 2020 
Outstanding 
Faculty Award. 
Gail successfully 
leads a team of 
faculty instructors 
in designing 
evidence-based 
information 
retrieval and 
evaluation to meet the curriculum needs of the 
health sciences professional students. She 
recruited and coached new faculty members to 
develop teaching skills. Gail has a strong 
commitment to serving the university and her 
profession.   
 
Aspasia Luster, Senior Library Assistant,  was 
selected for the Outstanding 
Staff Award for Reese Library. 
She was recognized for 
managing the Access Services 
department at Reese Library 
for eight months in the 
absence of the Access Services Librarian. She 
has also had two presentations accepted at the 
Georgia Library Conference and had several 
publications this year.   

 
Shafer Tharrington, Medical 
Library Research Associate, 
received the Outstanding Staff 
Award for Greenblatt Library. 
He was noted as being a 
valued member of the 
Research & Education 
Services department who 
provides high-quality service, especially when it 
comes to supporting the systematic review 
service.  
 
Lillian Wan, Library Assistant at Reese Library, 
was honored with the 2020 Historian Award 
from the Lucy Craft Laney Museum of Black 
History.  
 
Marshall Abuwi, Reference Assistant at Reese 
Library, was invited to be interviewed by the 
Augusta-Richmond County Public Library to 
discuss his family’s relationship with Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. The video was posted to their 
library’s website in honor of the MLK Day 
Holiday in January, 2020.  
 
Melissa Johnson was recognized at the 2020 
Modern Language Association Conference in 
Seattle, Washington, “for distinguished 
contributions made as a fellow for the Modern 
Language Association International Bibliography.”                
 
Thomas Weeks served as Faculty Senate 
liaison to the Gateways to Completion initiative 
starting in October 2019 and was named to the 
Instructional Innovation Advisory Committee 
in December 2019.  
 

 People People 
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Melissa Johnson, Assistant Director of 
Reference and Education Services at Reese 
Library, was promoted to Associate Professor.  
 
Jennifer Davis, Scholarship and Data 
Librarian won the “Most 
Active” award for the “ORCID 
US Community.” This 
inaugural award recognizes the 
significant contribution of 
Jennifer’s active participation 
and sharing of information 
through the ORCID 
Community list-serv.    
 
Melissa Johnson, utilized travel funds awarded 
for teaching INQR 1000 to participate in the 
Librarians Active Learning Institute at 
Dartmouth College.   
 
Sandra Bandy received the 
Southern Chapter, Medical 
Library Association T. Mark 
Hodges Outstanding Service 
Award.  The award is given to 
recognize a chapter member 
whose service to the chapter and 
profession has been exceptional 
and of lasting importance to the 
organization.   
 
Gail Kouame was chosen for the 2019-2020 
class of the NLM/AAHSL Leadership Fellows 
Program, sponsored by the National Library of 
Medicine and the Association of Academic 
Health Sciences Libraries.  
 
Natalee Reese and Lachelle Smith were both 
accepted into MCG’s Teaching Scholars 
Fellowship representing Greenblatt Library. 
The Teaching Scholars Fellowship facilitates 
participants’ development as health professions 
educators and researchers.  
 
 

Nelson Fredsell joined Reese Library on 
March 1 as an Instructor, Electronic Resources 
and Serials Librarian. Nelson obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts in History from Davidson 
College, and a Master of Library and 
Information Science from Valdosta State 
University.   
 
Jacob Gallay joined Greenblatt Library on 
March 15 as an Instructor, Clinical Information 
Librarian. Jacob received his undergraduate 
degree in Sociology from Catholic University, a 
Master of Arts in Creative Writing from Hofstra 
University, and a Master of Library and 
Information Science from Valdosta State 
University.  
 
Emma Kate Morgan (nee Poindexter) joined 
Reese Library on April 1 as an Instructor, 
Access Services Librarian. Emma Kate’s 
undergraduate degree was in English from 
Mississippi State University.  She graduated 
from the University of Southern Mississippi 
with her Master of Library and Information 
Science, and previously worked at Western 
Michigan University.  
  
Several of the libraries’ personnel celebrated 
work anniversaries:  Caroline Akers, Jessica 
Huey, David Kearns, and Dale McClung all 
celebrated five years of service. Julie Gaines 
and Melissa Johnson were recognized for ten 
years of service, while Renee Sharrock 
celebrated fifteen years. Peter Shipman was 
recognized for twenty years and Fay Verburg 
celebrated for twenty five years of service.  
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Two Unique Libraries 
Each campus has unique interests and needs that each library fulfills. 

 Reese Greenbla  Shared 

Gate count (a endance) 141,323 110,689  
Hours open per week — — 102.5  
Physical book tles 506,066 16,301  
Electronic book tles 29,339 756 300,000+ 
Physical serial tles 3,092 6,470  
Electronic serial tles 12,742 6,352 90,000+  
Databases 1 13 330 

Ins tu onal repository items 
(Scholarly Commons) 

— — 4,748   

Ins tu onal repository items 
downloaded 

— — 74,200 

Physical circula on of items 11,118 596  
Electronic circula on 85,935 74,548  
Full Text online access 232,532 408,535  
GALILEO sessions — —  
Consulta ons 93 —  
Reference requests 722 3,994  
Educa onal sessions 144 134  
Educa onal a endees 2,940   
Interlibrary borrowing 1,170 203  
Interlibrary lending 409 769  

Statistics 
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October 10-12). Shaping the future of education 
for the Medical Library Association [Poster 
presentation]. Southern Chapter/Medical 
Library Association Annual Meeting, 
Savannah, GA. https://dc.uthsc.edu/
scmla/2019/poster/13/ 

*Kouame, G., Johnson, J.A. (2020, August 10-
14). Promoting health literacy and improved self-
care management of incarcerated populations using 
secure tablet technology [Paper presentation]. 
Medical Library Association Annual 
Meeting, Virtual Conference. 

 
* Medical Library Association Annual Meeting 

originally scheduled for May 2020, 
postponed to August 2020.  

Publications/Presentations 
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Kubicki, J. M. (2020, February 20-22). Bring 
yourself and relevant resources to them: Becoming 
embedded online to support students in your liaison 
area [Conference session]. Georgia 
International Conference on Information 
Literacy.  Savannah, GA, United States. 
https://
digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/
gaintlit/2020/2020/16/ 

Lin-Stephens, S., Kubicki, J. M., Jones, F., 
Whiting, M. J., Uesi, J., Bulbert, M. W. 
(2019). Building student employability 
through interdisciplinary collaboration: An 
Australian case study. College & 
Undergraduate Libraries, 26(3), 234-251. 
https://
doi.org/10.1080/10691316.2019.1674027 

Luster, A., Askew, B., Christy, M., Gomez, 
A., Kubicki, J., Tharrington, S., & 
Smith, L. (2020, May 29). A tale of two 
libraries: How Augusta University 
overcame campus closures and social 
distancing to bring finals frenzy 
programming to students. Georgia Library 
Association. https://gla.georgialibraries.org/
augusta-covid19/  

Luster, A. S., & Kubicki, J. M. (2019, 
October 9-11). Quick Take: Building better 
library outreach through interdepartmental 
collaboration [Conference session].Georgia 
Libraries Association, Macon, GA. United 
States. 

Smith, L. (2019, September 27). Using obituary 
metadata to link families together [Poster 
session]. Catholic University of America 
Cardinal Fest, Washington, DC, United 
States.   

Weeks, T. (2020, June 12). Gay/straight alliances: 
Necropolitics, homonationalism, and the future of 
queer politics [Conference presentation]. 
Curriculum Studies Summer Collaborative, 
Virtual. 

 

Publications and Presentations, continued 

Weeks, T. (2020). A literary field guide to 
Southern Appalachia [review of the book A 
literary field guide to Southern Appalachia, 
by Rose McLarney, Laura-Gray Street, and 
L. L. Gaddy]. Georgia Library Quarterly, 57
(2), np. https://
digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol57/
iss2/15.   

Weeks, T. (2020). Understanding the short 
fiction of Carson McCullers [review of the 
book Understanding the short fiction of 
Carson McCullers, by Alison Graham-
Bertolini and Casey Kayser]. Georgia Library 
Quarterly, 57(4), np. https://
digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol57/
iss4/21/  

Weeks, T. C., & Johnson, M. E. (2019). 
Breaking new ground: Librarians as 
partners in a SoTL fellowship. In M. 
Mallon, et. al (Eds.), The grounded instruction 
librarian: Participating in the scholarship of 
teaching and learning. Association of College 
and Research Libraries. 

 

Funding Awards 

Melissa Johnson and Sandra Bandy were 
awarded $15,000 in funding from the Georgia 
Humanities CARES Act Emergency Operating 
Grant.  
 
Jennifer Davis and Lachelle C. Smith were 
awarded $16,127 for a National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine (NNLM) Research Data 
Management Project Award.   
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University Libraries Personnel as of June 30, 2020 

Kathy Davies, MLIS, Associate Professor and Interim Director, University Libraries  

Greenblatt Library, Health Sciences Campus  
Faculty 
Darra Ballance, Assistant Professor and Director of 

Retention Programming and Technology, Area 
Health Education Centers (part-time) 

Sandra Bandy, Assistant Professor and Assistant 
Director of Content Management 

Jennifer Davis, Instructor and Scholarship and Data 
Librarian 

Jacob Gallay, Instructor and Clinical Information 
Librarian 

Ali Gomez, Instructor and Access Services Librarian 
Gail Kouame, Associate Professor and Assistant 

Director of Research and Education Services 
Natalee Reese, Instructor and Nursing Information 

Librarian 
Peter Shipman, Assistant Professor and Dental 

Medicine and Cancer Librarian 
Lachelle Smith, Instructor and Allied Health Sciences 

Librarian 
Staff 
Bettina Askew, Medical Library Associate 
Matt Atkinson, Medical Library Makerspace Associate 
Tamara Brewster, Medical Library Specialist 1 
Constance Burke, Medical Library Assistant (part-

time) 
Marianne Brown, Business Operations Specialist  
Adrienne Hayes, Office Coordinator 
Dale McClung, Medical Library Associate 
Bertina Miller, Medical Interlibrary Loan Associate 
Vonny Nogales, Library Systems Analyst 
Renee Sharrock, Curator, Historical Collections and 

Archives 
Shannon Terral, Medical Library Associate 
Shafer Tharrington, Medical Library Research Associate 
Chris Welch, Library Clerk (part-time) 
Vacant, Medical Library Assistant (part-time) 
Vacant, Medical Library Assistant (part-time) 
 
Augusta University/UGA Medical Partnership 

Library  
Julie Gaines, Professor and Campus Director  

Reese Library, Summerville Campus  
Faculty  
Fay Verburg, Assistant Professor and Associate 

Director, Reese Library 
Rodrigo Bustos, Assistant Professor and Assistant 

Director for Library Systems 
Nelson Fredsell, Instructor and Electronic 

Resources and Serials Librarian 
Melissa Johnson, Assistant Professor and Assistant 

Director of Reference and Education Services 
Josette Kubicki, Instructor and Reference and 

Instruction Librarian 
Emma Kate Morgan, Instructor and Access 

Services Librarian 
Thomas Weeks, Assistant Professor and Reference 

and Instruction Librarian 
Vacant, Cataloging and Metadata Librarian 
Vacant, Special Collections Librarian 
Staff 
Marshall Abuwi, Reference Assistant (part-time) 
Caroline Akers, Reference Assistant 
Jann Marie Chandler, Library Assistant (part-time)  
Maranda Christy, Library Assistant 
Tonya Dority, Cataloging/Search Associate 
Jarquaveon Ellison, Federal Work Study Student 

(part-time) 
Jessica Huey, Library Assistant 
Timothy Johnson, Library Assistant 
David Kearns, Senior Library Assistant 
Tina Kenyon, Library Assistant 
Aspasia Luster, Senior Library Assistant 
Patricia Marcano, Acquisitions Specialist 
Jillian Oliver, Office Coordinator 
Melissa Thompson, Library Assistant 
Brody Trahan, Student  Assistant (part-time) 
Katlyn Tuten, Office Specialist 
Lillian Wan, Library Assistant 
Vacant, Library Client Support Specialist I 
Vacant, Library Clerk (part-time) 
 
 
 
 
 




