
Katherine Sweeney Retires After 30 Years on the
Summerville Campus
Katherine intended to go to law school after earning her Political Science
degree at Augusta College in 1982. Luckily for us, she didn’t. Katherine
began her career as the Assistant Registrar in April 1990 and retires in
December 2020 as Assistant Vice President of Student Success and
Director of Academic Advisement Center. But she was on Summerville
well before then.  
 

November Simulation Spotlight:
Creating Realism with Moulage
Moulage, commonly known as stage makeup, is an
important aspect of the work which goes into creating
simulation cases that are as realistic as possible at the
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Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Faculty, 
 
As we say farewell to a year that has been a challenge, if not a threat, to
most everything we had come to know and do in our classrooms, we might
find it helpful to reflect on the things that matter. When we think about what
matters most in our teaching practice, it is likely that early in our listing we
might note the power of relationships. Certainly, we have struggled these
past months as we have all tried to establish, maintain, and develop
connections with our students and colleagues. Although we like to claim
that being at a distance does not mean we are a part, in our teaching at-a-
distance we continue to struggle to maintain relationships.  As I have noted
often, but not often enough, I am grateful for the efforts you have all
applied as you tried to stay connected. Recently, Dr. Lorraine Evans and I have had to reflect on a
similar relationship as we have had to come to terms with the reality that after many years, Ms.
Katherine Sweeney, AVP for Student Success, is retiring. And with Ms. Sweeney, we know that
relationships matter. Please take a moment and enjoy thinking about Ms. Sweeney and her
contributions to this University.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kelehear
 

Innovation Updates
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Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center.
Moulage can be as simple as cosmetic makeup applied
to a mannequin or actor, or as complex as alterations to
mannequins, multi-layer three dimensional applications,
or even deep simulated pathology which can be
manipulated by learners. Moulage may also encompass
simulated bodily fluids, odors, and other sensory cues.  

AU Course Shell
We are finally entering the final stretch of what felt like a
very long year. And, quite frankly, we all need a break
and a little bit of time to recharge. And, faculty, you
deserve it. The CII Team admires what you have done
to continue to positively impact our students during this
pandemic. Your efforts have not gone unnoticed. We
see you. We admire you. We thank you. We also want
to help make your lives a little easier next semester. So
don’t stress over not having a lot of time to prepare for
your courses after the holidays.

Pamplin Award Winners
Pamplin College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences celebrates
award winners. Dr. Debbie van Tuyll for the Donald L. Shaw Lifetime
Achievement Award, Dr. David Bulla for the Hazel Dicken-Garcia Award
and Dr. Wendy Turner for the Scholarly Achievement Award. 

University Libraries and School of Computer and Cyber
Sciences Partner To Escape Traditional Instruction
The Augusta University Libraries has partnered with the School of Computer
and Cyber Sciences to develop a data literacy escape room using virtual
reality technology. The objective is to teach health sciences graduate students 
how to manage data ethically during the various stages of the data life cycle. 

IPSO Features: Dr. Fadi Al Farawati
This month, IPSO is featuring Dr. Fadi Al Farawati, assistant
professor in the Dental College of Georgia’s Department of
Restorative Sciences. Dr. Al Farawati was born and raised in
Damascus, Syria. After earning his specialty in periodontics and
working as a dentist for 13 years, Dr. Al Farawati came to the
U.S., re-trained in prosthodontics, and then started working at
Augusta University.
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CURS Update
This holiday season, CURS is thankful to have so many
students from across our majors and campuses
presenting research at our Student Research Series,
even in the virtual format. Our faculty mentors, fellow
students, and alum come back to support
undergraduate presenters. We also celebrated a High
Five My Faculty Award for Dr. Surrendra Rajpurohit of
the Georgia Cancer Center. 

2021 Virtual Exchange Academy
The study abroad office would like to encourage faculty
to participate in the 2021 Virtual Exchange Academy
which is a growing trend in higher education and within
USG. With the participation of faculty and their courses
in virtual exchange, it allows our students to have a
global experience without ever having to leave the US
since it is included in the curriculum.  

Academic Advisement Update
In the Academic Advisement Center the advisors left the
office in mid-March not to return until the beginning of
August. In between, they adjusted to working from
home, created a virtual registration process, taped an
online orientation session to welcome new students for
summer and fall, found creative ways to “see” their
students at a distance and served as a source of
reassurance as the students adjusted to their new
online academic lives.

Student Updates

Career Services Virtual Events
Career Services annual Jaguar Job Fair and
CSRA K-12 Educator Expo will be held virtually
this year. Jaguar Job Fair will be held February
19, 2021 from 11:00 am – 2:00 pm. The CSRA
K-12 Educator Expo will be held February 25,
2021 from 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm.

Model UN 2021
Model United Nations at AU is still pushing
forward despite the cancelation of the trip to
New York City due to COVID-19. The National
Model United Nations (NMUN) Conference in
NYC is offering a virtual option that AU’s team
will be participating in. 
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Need to refer back to a recent issue of the Office of Instruction and Innovation’s Teaching Matters?
Each monthly issue of Teaching Matters has also been preserved in Scholarly Commons. A note by
the Vice Provost for Instruction, Dr. Zach Kelehear, introduces the issue each month. Table of
Contents include information in the areas of Innovation Updates, Faculty and Staff Updates, and
Student Updates. See the complete collection on the Augusta University Open Repository
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Katherine Sweeney Retires After 30 Years on the Summerville Campus
Katherine intended to go to law school after earning her Political Science
degree at Augusta College in 1982. Luckily for us, she didn’t. Katherine
began her career as the Assistant Registrar in April 1990 and retires in
December 2020 as Assistant Vice President of Student Success and
Director of Academic Advisement Center. But she was on Summerville
well before then.  
“I grew up on the (Summerville) campus,” said Katherine. “My mom and
dad both worked at Augusta College. I have been walking around here,
talking to folks, since I was 12 years old.” Her mother, Katherine Presley,
worked in the President’s Office and her step-father, John Presley, was a
Professor of English and Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs. As
Katherine shares stories about her journey, you realize that Augusta
University, in all of its iterations, is part of her extended family. 
 
“It’s all about the people here,” she says. “I was signing admission letters for the children of those I
grew up with, of friends and family. When I walked across the stage in 1999 to get my Master’s in
Public Administration I knew everyone, so it took a while to get across the stage. I know others
there must have been wondering what all the fuss was about.”
 
The people who work with Katherine know what all the fuss was about, as Heather Metress, AU
Registrar, explains. “When Katherine and I first met, it was like we had been friends forever. I know
anyone who knows Katherine can relate. Katherine makes everyone feel this way. Having Katherine
as a colleague has been the best because she is so honest, hardworking, and willing to invest in,
and help, others. She is indeed a rare find!”
 
“She hired me as her assistant registrar at what was then Augusta College and pushed me forward
as I navigated through my career,” says Heather. “We have celebrated our personal milestones
together over the years. Sometimes, as we go through different phases of our life, we have different
types of friends. Katherine has been a constant for me both personally and professionally. While I
know our friendship will continue after she leaves AU, it is hard to imagine her not being here, not
being able to bounce an idea off of her, or talk through a processing issue together.”   
 
There are some folks who have been with her for much of that journey, including Dr. Cliff Gardiner,
Associate Dean of the College of Science and Mathematics. “Katherine and I both started out in
what might be called ‘starter’ jobs. Over the years, we stayed out of trouble – mostly. Thanks to
others who were patient with us and helped smooth out the rough edges, we’ve both been involved
in helping grow the university during some exciting times.” 
 
“I’ve told her she has no right to retire before I do, but she won’t listen to me. That’s not the first
time,” he said.
 
Katherine Sweeney is a force of nature who has woven this university into the fabric of her life for 30
years. She will be sorely missed. However, we can all agree that her retirement is well earned and
richly deserved. Bon voyage Katherine, from Augusta University!
 

This email was sent to all Augusta University faculty. 
© 2020 Augusta University.

http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/9j9layatnp0eaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=4783895&t=127589
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/u7u77vachf4eaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=4783895&t=127589
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/cx7aowzv8bqeaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=4783895&t=127589
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/qxp8dmctbc7eaxbjo0x69u?lang=en&a=6&p=4783895&t=127589


Teaching Matters
December 1, 2020

View all Stories  |  View all Events  |  Submit News  |  Subscribe to Emails
November Simulation Spotlight: Creating Realism with Moulage
Moulage, commonly known as stage makeup, is an important aspect of the work which goes into
creating simulation cases that are as realistic as possible at the Augusta University Interdisciplinary
Simulation Center. Moulage can be as simple as cosmetic makeup applied to a mannequin or actor,
or as complex as alterations to mannequins, multi-layer three dimensional applications, or even
deep simulated pathology which can be manipulated by learners. Moulage may also encompass
simulated bodily fluids, odors, and other sensory cues. While these aspects of healthcare are not
necessarily the most palatable, the realism which moulage provides dramatically enhances learners’
experiences. 
 
Sadiqa Diggs, CST, Simulation Technician at the Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation
Center, has served in her current role for the past 4 years. Among her many contributions to
simulation at Augusta University, Ms. Diggs takes advantage of her creative nature in setting up
simulation cases, and acts as our resident moulage expert in the ISC. She was more than willing to
work through several demonstration scenarios to help exhibit the possibilities of this important
technique.   
 
Moulage simulating a patient with signs of viral respiratory illness
For this demonstration, the patient appears pale, dehydrated, and is experiencing drainage from the
eyes and nose. The paleness is created using a sparing application of white face paint. The
patient’s lips are made to appear dehydrated through the application of regular white glue to the
lips, which is left to dry and then “picked” to create the appearance of chapped and dry lips. Finally,
the drainage from the eyes and nose is created with a mixture of water, gelatin and food coloring for
a slightly tinted appearance matching a viral respiratory infection.
 

 
 
Moulage simulating a patient with a burn to the arm
To represent burns, flesh-colored silicone is heated and applied to the mannequin’s arm and then
allowed to partially cool. Before the silicone sets, a black pigment powder is added to its surface of
and then texturized manually, creating the appearance of blistering. To complete the effect, the
mannequin is dressed in a shirt with a hole which was safely burned, allowing learners to visualize
the injury.
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Moulage simulating a patient with a compound fracture of the fibula
A compound fracture, also known as an open fracture, is a fracture with a resulting break in the
skin, which is often caused by the broken bone itself. To recreate this complex injury a bone
fragment first had to be created, this was accomplished through a plaster casting, contoured to
match the mannequin’s leg. The plaster casting was then set in flesh colored silicone applied to the
mannequin. Simulated blood was then applied around the site of the trauma. 
 

  
 
These are a small sample of the many types of moulage available to enhance training in the ISC. If
your program could benefit from the use of moulage, we would encourage you to get in touch to
discuss how we might be of assistance. Visit our website at http://www.augusta.edu/centers/isc/,
email SimulationCenter@augusta.edu, or call 706-721-9945 for more information.
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AU Course Shell
We are finally entering the final stretch of what felt like a very long year. And, quite frankly, we all
need a break and a little bit of time to recharge.
 
And, faculty, you deserve it.
 
The CII Team admires what you have done to continue to positively impact our students during this
pandemic. Your efforts have not gone unnoticed.
 
We see you. We admire you. We thank you.
 
We also want to help make your lives a little easier next semester. So don’t stress over not having a
lot of time to prepare for your courses after the holidays.
 
One way you can quickly put your course content online is by using the AU Course Shell.
 
The shell is a structure you can import into an empty course in D2L. It consists of editable web
pages that help you get your course up and running quickly. Each page contains prompts and tips
that guide you through the development process.
 
The course shell speeds up course development, has a flexible design and structure, is compliant
with federal Web accessibility guidelines and is based on research and best practices in
instructional design.
 
For more information about the AU Course Shell, visit the Augusta University instructional continuity
page.
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Pamplin Award Winners
Dr. Debbie van Tuyll was named the winner of the Donald L. Shaw
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Symposium on the 19th Century
Press, the Civil War, and Free Expression at the University of Tennessee
at Chattanooga. Dr. van Tuyll has been delivering papers at the
conference for at least 20 years. Dr. Shaw of UNC-Chapel Hill is the co-
creator of the most important theory in mass communication in the last 50
years, agenda setting.
 
Dr. David Bulla received the Hazel Dicken-Garcia Award, which the
Symposium has been giving for about 15 years. Dr. Dicken-Garcia was
the greatest journalism historian of the last 40 years. She was a professor at the University of
Minnesota. Unfortunately, she died a few years ago after a long bout with cancer.
 
The winner of this year's prize for Scholarly Achievement is Dr. Wendy Turner.
 
Dr. Turner is a History professor at Augusta University.  A 2000 UCLA Ph.D., she has accomplished
a truly startling amount in the past 20 years, demonstrating great strength as both a scholar and a
teacher, while somehow still finding the time and energy for an active life of service. Dr. Turners
research focus is health and disability, above all in late medieval England; her first book was
published in 2013 and another is imminent; the list of her articles is frighteningly long. She is also
very actively engaged in editorial work, serving on a number of editorial boards and founder of a
series of monographs on premodern health (Amsterdam University Press), besides editing and co-
editing four books herself. Her many service engagements include her work as founder and co-
director of the Georgia Medieval Group.
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University Libraries and School of Computer and Cyber Sciences
Partner To Escape Traditional Instruction
The Augusta University Libraries has partnered with the School of Computer
and Cyber Sciences to develop a data literacy escape room using virtual reality
technology. The objective is to teach health sciences graduate students how to
manage data ethically during the various stages of the data life cycle. The
objective of the game is to teach health science graduate students how to
manage data ethically during the various stages of the data life cycle while
learning to identify potential data breaches. Players will have an allotted time
limit to correctly complete tasks using standard best practices for data
management before the time limit expires and their data is hacked.
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IPSO Features: Dr. Fadi Al Farawati
This month, IPSO is featuring Dr. Fadi Al Farawati, assistant
professor in the Dental College of Georgia’s Department of
Restorative Sciences. Dr. Al Farawati was born and raised in
Damascus, Syria. After earning his specialty in periodontics and
working as a dentist for 13 years, Dr. Al Farawati came to the
U.S., re-trained in prosthodontics, and then started working at
Augusta University.
 
This profile is part of a series aimed at introducing you to some
Augusta University’s international community members who
contribute so much to our institution. The International &
Postdoctoral Services Office (IPSO) serves approximately 550
international employees, students, and visiting scholars.
 
Q: Where were you born? Tell us a little about your hometown. 
 
A: I was born in Damascus, Syria – the oldest capital in the world. Syria is a very diverse country.
We have at least 30 ethnicities and religions in the country, who used to live in peace and harmony
before the civil war in 2011. That diversity is reflected in the traditions, the food, and the rich culture
of the country. It is a very beautiful place with very kind and friendly people.
 
Q: What was life like for you growing up? 
 
A: I lived in a very warm and loving house. My father is an engineer and my mother is a pharmacist.
I have two brothers; I am the oldest. My second brother is an electrical engineer and the youngest is
a geneticist.
 
Q: How did you become interested in your field?
 
A: I grew up wanting to become a dentist. I loved the mixture between art, science, and service that
all comes together in this profession. I was the first dentist in my family, and I'm happy that my
successful career made my parents proud. Sometimes I wonder if I chose dentistry to earn the
social respect that is usually associated with doctors in our societies, but the passion that I have for
dentistry gives me the answer: I chose it because it's something I knew I would be good at.
 
Q: What brought you to the U.S.?
 
A: The civil war made Syria a very unsafe place. Therefore, I decided to bring my family to the
United States as a safe place where I could build a better future for me and my family.  
 
Q: What brought you to Augusta University?
 
A: When I graduated as a periodontist, I knew I loved teaching, so I got a part-time job teaching the
periodontal residents in Syria after returning from the United Kingdom, where I obtained my
periodontal specialty. After completing my residency in prosthodontics here in the United States, I
found academia to be a good balance between teaching the future American dentists, paying back
to the country that helped us, and maintaining a practice to treat my own patients.  
 
Q: Can you talk about your U.S. immigration journey?
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A: Our immigration journey in the United States was not easy. We applied for asylum when we
came to the United States. Then, I started my residency in the University of Florida. After
completing my residency, the Dental College of Georgia hired me as an assistant professor, and
they were willing to sponsor my permenant residency application. It took about seven years to
approve my asylum and three years to obtain my green card. With that being said we are so
blessed that our immigration journey ended with obtaining the green card and starting a new
journey to become future citizens.
 
Q: Tell me about your work as an assistant professor in DCG’s Department of Restorative
Sciences. Why do you like your job?
 
A: I love interacting with students. Nothing pays off like seeing the pride on their faces after
cementing their first crown or delivering their first denture. Also, an academic job maintains close
contact with evidence based dentistry that always reminds me how to choose the right treatments
for my own patients.
 
Q: What are some significant accomplishments in your career?
 
A: I managed to get back to studying after being a successful dentist for 13 years. I obtained my
dental license in three different countries and my passion for treating patients did not take away
from my interest in teaching and working on research, and I have been active in publishing a
number of articles since I came to Augusta University.
 
Q: Syria has been in the news a lot because of the civil war there. Can you tell me a little
more about that? 
 
A: It is very sad to see your country falling apart. It is hard for the people to believe how peaceful
and beautiful Syria was.
 
Q: Do you still have family in Syria? How do they describe what’s happening there?
 
A: Luckily, my immediate family lives either in the United Kingdom or the United States. I still have
extended family and my heart goes to them every day. Recently, there has been a gas shortage
crisis in the country where people were staying in lines for more than 8 hours to fill their car tank.
 
Q: What is your hope for Syria? 
 
A: I hope Syria will return to a strong and peaceful country as it used to be. I'm happy that I'm
saving that beautiful image of the country in my mind, and I wish it will return to how it used to be
one day.
 
Q: What do you miss most about your home country?
 
A: The list varies from social activities, friends, happy times, and delicious food. But what I miss the
most is the warmth and blessed time when all my family would meet in one place where all our
children would play peacefully around their grandparents.
 
Q: What do you like most about living in the U.S.?
 
A: The freedom of speech, living under a non-corrupted justice system, providing equal
opportunities for hard working people, the high standard of living, and living in peace are what I like
the most about living the United States.
 
Q: What was the most difficult part of adjusting to life in the U.S. after you first got here?
 
A: Humans are very social creatures; we all miss the culture that we lived in and the companionship
that we love. Living away from your lifestyle is difficult, but thankfully we have been adjusting well,
and we are blessed to find new friends that care about us.
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CURS Update
This holiday season, CURS is thankful to have so many students
from across our majors and campuses presenting research at our
Student Research Series, even in the virtual format. Our faculty
mentors, fellow students, and alum come back to support
undergraduate presenters. We also celebrated a High Five My
Faculty Award for Dr. Surrendra Rajpurohit of the Georgia Cancer
Center. His student, Chelsea Appiah, Psychology major,
nominated him for the award to say thank you for his time,
support, and mentorship in research.
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2021 Virtual Exchange Academy
The study abroad office would like to encourage faculty to
participate in the 2021 Virtual Exchange Academy. Virtual
Exchange is a growing trend in higher education and within the
University System of Georgia. With the participation of faculty and
their courses in virtual exchange, it allows our students to have a
global experience without ever having to leave the US since it is
included in the curriculum. As this area in our field continues to grow, opportunities come up that
allow for training and learning on how to bring virtual exchange to our classrooms. Below, you will
find information about a Virtual Exchange Academy offered through the Stevens Institute. Faculty
interested in applying to the institute, are encouraged to go to the link provided to complete the
application. The study abroad office is always available to discuss options with you if you are
interested in virtual exchange in the future.
 
https://stevensinitiative.smapply.io/prog/application_for_the_2021_virtual_exchange_academy/
 
2021 Virtual Exchange Academy
Schools, institutions, and organizations around the world use virtual exchange to prepare young
people for the workforce and to be active global citizens. As an emerging and evolving field, virtual
exchange is poised to impact countless young people around the world. The Stevens Initiative is
dedicated to providing pathways that lead to virtual exchange adoption.   
The Virtual Exchange Academy prepares education and exchange leaders and practitioners to
participate in the innovative and powerful field of virtual exchange. This month-long training teaches
foundational elements of virtual exchange planning and implementation. Participants will get a
comprehensive introduction from experts and will be better positioned to adopt this powerful global
learning tool.  
 
The Virtual Exchange Academy will take place over four weeks (March 8, 2021 to April 2, 2021) and
will include four live sessions via Zoom. Each two-hour session will take place on a Wednesday
with two time offerings: 9am and 12pm U.S. Eastern Time.  
Applications are due at 5pm U.S. Eastern Time on Friday, December 18, 2020. 
Selected participants will be placed in a small cohort with distinguished peers from around the world
and will be recognized for their increased knowledge about virtual exchange. As part of this cohort,
participants will: 

Be added to a LinkedIn Group for their cohort. 
Receive recognition of their participation in the Virtual Exchange Academy through certificates
or other badging. 
Have access to ongoing guidance on virtual exchange. 

Eligibility: Educators and administrators as well as education/exchange program administrators at
both the K-12 and higher education level are welcome to apply. Applicants should have little
knowledge of or experience with virtual exchange. Prioritization will be given to applicants: 

With little knowledge of or experience with virtual exchange.  
From United States and the Middle East and North Africa, though applications from other
countries will be considered. If from the United States, applications from states where the
Stevens Initiative has low or no reach will be prioritized. These states include Alabama, Alaska,
Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Dakota, and South
Dakota.  
Representing communities that have been marginalized from international education. 
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Interested in increasing virtual exchange opportunities as part of internationalization
(incorporating global education) programming at their entire school, institution, or organization,
not just a single classroom. 

Time Commitment and Expectations: Spots in the training are limited, and participants will be
selected carefully. The Stevens Initiative expects full and active participation throughout the training.
Participants should expect to spend around three and a half hours per week on this training,
including the two-hour weekly live session and up to an hour and a half of pre-session preparation.
This pre-session preparation will include the review of provided resources, videos, activities,
publications, etc.  
 
The success of this cohort-model training relies on engaged and attentive participants during live
sessions and any other group activities. Live sessions emphasize interaction rather than passive
learning. Participants are expected to do all pre-session preparation thoroughly and on time and
arrive ready to engage in activities and discussions.
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Academic Advisement Update
2020 has been quite a year for all of us on campus! In the
Academic Advisement Center the advisors left the office in mid-
March not to return until the beginning of August. In between, they
adjusted to working from home, created a virtual registration
process, taped an online orientation session to welcome new
students for summer and fall, found creative ways to “see” their
students at a distance and served as a source of reassurance as
the students adjusted to their new online academic lives.
Advisement for Spring term was done virtually and, although they
do continue with student appointments, the initial rush is over and 82% of students they advise are
already registered for spring 2021. The next big task for the advisors will be posting grades at end
of term and working with students to change courses as necessary for spring. The Center saw the
retirement of longtime advisor Joyce Tucker (advisor for Criminal Justice, Anthropology, Health,
Society and Policy, Non Profit Leadership and Administration, Political Science, Sociology,
Psychology, Pre Social Work and Computer Science) on October 31. We also welcomed two new
advisors to the team, Chris Cannon (taking over for Joyce Tucker) and Kalpana Ramgopal who will
begin advising for Computer Science, Cybersecurity and Cell and Molecular Biology after the first of
the year. While the year brought challenges for the advisors, they responded to them well. They are
looking forward to putting 2020 behind them and moving into 2021 armed with more technology
know how than they had in 2020, with hopes that as the year rolls on they will be able to rely less on
it and more on the face to face interactions with students that make them so very good at what they
do!!!
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Career Services Virtual Events
Career Services annual Jaguar Job Fair and CSRA K-12
Educator Expo will be held virtually this year. Jaguar Job Fair will
be held February 19, 2021 from 11:00 am – 2:00 pm. The CSRA
K-12 Educator Expo will be held February 25, 2021 from 1:00 pm
– 2:00 pm. More information to follow. 
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Model UN 2021
Model United Nations at AU is still pushing forward despite the
cancelation of the trip to New York City due to COVID-19. The
National Model United Nations (NMUN) Conference in NYC is
offering a virtual option that AU’s team will be participating in. This
is great news for students who’ve always wanted to do Model UN,
but haven’t been able to afford the trip. They’ll get the same
immersive class and conference experience without the travel.
The class meets every Friday from 10-1. Students learn about
their assigned country, and the United Nations structure, programs, and mandates. Then work in
groups to come up with solutions to the world’s problems in a variety of issue areas. The great thing
about Model UN, is that it can appeal to any major. The skills students hone over the semester, like
public speaking, negotiation, and professional writing, can be applied to any future profession.
 
Model UN has been recruiting utilizing Microsoft Teams, email blasts, and webinars due to the
constraints of COVID-19. Two former students also represented the program at the Study Abroad
Fair in September. The program is so successful, that we often get students returning to take the
class a second, or even a third time! We also rely on faculty members to reach out and encourage
their students to take the course. If you know a student that might be interested in the class, look for
the Model UN I (POLS 2930), or Model UN II (POLS 4930) course options in the Spring 2021 Class
Schedule, and help keep the winning tradition of Model UN at AU alive!!
 
For more information, contact Nadia Jilani-Hyler
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