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Audiotape labeled:  

History of MCG  

Transcribed by Renée Sharrock, May 2020 

NOTE: Audiotape is labeled in handwriting “His of MCG” but it is an overview of the institution 
and primarily focuses on the education and curriculum of a medical student. The speaker is 
methodical in his presentation, so this may have been a professional production made around 
1973, given the dates used in the text for the construction of various buildings. The ending is 
abrupt without a closure.   

 

The Medical College of Georgia founded in 1828 as the Medical Academy authorized to grant 
the bachelor of medicine degree, was Georgia’s first school of medicine. It is the 21st oldest 
among existing US medical schools. The first building, built in 1833, still stands on Telfair Street 
today.  

MCG remains the state’s primary facility for the education of health professionals. It serves the 
state and region as the health sciences university. The Medical College became a school of the 
University of Georgia in 1873, but was changed again to the Medical College of Georgia in 
1950, and became an independent unit of the University System with administrative authority 
delegated to the college president.  

It was at about this time that institution began to rapidly expand. A School of Graduate Studies 
was added to the curriculum in 1951. The School of Nursing was moved from Athens to the 
Medical College campus in 1956 and was followed by the founding of the School of Dentistry in 
1965 and the School of Allied Health Sciences in 1968. The Medical College enrollment grew 
from 328 students in one school in 1950 to 2,140 students in five schools in 1973. Projected 
enrollments indicate that 3,000 students will be enrolled by 1976.  

The building facilities on campus have experienced a similar growth in this 22-year period. In 
1951 there were three buildings on campus – Murphey, Dugas, and the Administration Building. 
The old University Hospital provided the clinical facilities for medicine in an agreement with the 
Richmond County Hospital Authority.  

In 1956 the Medical College obtained its own teaching hospital when the Eugene Talmadge 
Memorial Hospital was constructed. The School of Nursing obtained its facility in 1956. In 1958, 
three residence halls were added, followed by a hospital research wing in 1962 and an auditoria 
center in 1963. The library was built in 1965. The Student Center opened its doors in 1968 along 
with married student housing and single graduate student housing.  

The School of Dentistry opened the most modern and well-equipped facility in the country in 
1971. The Research and Education Building with more than 200,000 square feet of space was 
opened also in 1971. In 1973 an out-patient clinic was opened. In 1972 the Board of Regents 
obtained funds for an addition clinical wing to accommodate the additional enrollment. 
Construction should begin in 1974. Additions have also been scheduled for the Research and 
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Education Building and the School of Dentistry Building. The total campus as it now stands 
occupies 55.6 acres.  

The School of Medicine, the oldest school and presently the largest at MCG is excellent. The 
curriculum is designed to give students a strong foundation in the basic sciences, thorough 
fundamentals in the clinical sciences, and considerable freedom in selecting electives in the 
clinical sciences. In order to demonstrate this, we’ve put together an average student and we’ve 
given him the name Steve Kylie.  

Steve entered the medical college after completing four years at an undergraduate school. During 
the fall of his first year, or Phase I as it is called at the Medical College, he spent most of his time 
in gross anatomy and cell and molecular biology classes. In addition to these two major courses 
during the fall, he studied histology, embryology, and medical humanities.  

During the winter portion of his freshman year, he was introduced to clinical medicine in 
physical diagnosis. He finished up gross anatomy during the winter quarter and celebrated it at 
the Annual Freshman Brawl. Immediately however he entered into an intensive course in 
physiology and also picked up courses in neuro-anatomy, neuroscience, behavioral science, 
pathology, microbiology, and clinical correlation.  

In the fall quarter of his second year, Steve immediately began pathology or the study of disease. 
Microbiology and pharmacology were his other major courses in the fall. Other courses studied 
in Phase II were genetics, laboratory medicine, radiology, and community medicine. Physical 
diagnosis was resumed in a more in-depth fashion during his second year which continued to 
give him patient contact. Steve also received lectures from the clinical departments of 
anesthesiology, community medicine, dermatology, medicine, obstetrics and gynecology, 
neurology, pediatrics, psychiatry, and surgery. These lectures gave him an understanding of the 
clinical relevance of the basic science as well as information on direct application of clinical 
medicine. Additionally, he had elective time consisting of 12% of his schedule. Following his 
year on Phase II Steve, or Dr. Kylie as most people now call him, began his clinical work in 
June.  

The clinical work which is two academic years in length is called Phase III. It consists of nine 
months of required courses. These required courses consist of two months of surgery, six weeks 
of obstetrics and gynecology, six weeks of pediatrics, one month of psychiatry, and three months 
of internal medicine. The final nine months of Phase III consisted of electives during which time 
Steve took a broad program.  

The School of Medicine has been successful in developing affiliations with various hospitals 
around the state, including Macon, Savannah, and Columbus. So, Steve took a rotation at one of 
these locations which enabled him to be in touch with community hospitals and local physicians. 
Steve also had clinical experiences in Augusta at the Georgia Regional Mental Health Center and 
at the Fort Gordon Army Hospital. Under construction at Fort Gordon is the Eisenhower Medical 
Center which will be one of the five major general hospitals in the United States for military 
personnel. The hospital was located in Augusta for several reasons, one of the primary reasons 
being the location of the Medical College in Augusta.  
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Because of the flexible nature of the Phase III curriculum, Steve was able to schedule vacation 
months at various times. For example, in October of his fourth year, he visited several hospitals 
around the country to select a location for an internship. This flexible nature of the Phase III 
curriculum allows for a wide range of individualized programs. Some of Steve’s classmates, for 
example, did interesting things like arranging electives in London, England, while others 
scheduled no vacation time and graduated in December, six months before the rest of the class. 
Steve’s graduation came in the first week in June, after which he entered into internship in July.  

 


