Teaching Matters
October 1, 2020

Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Faculty,
In our communities there has been quite a bit of discussion around the
manner in which we wash our hands, we watch our distance, and
we wear a mask. President Keel refers to these safe habits as the 3 W's.
Who could have imagined in October 2019 that so much of our energy in
October 2020 would be devoted to these important safeguards? I would
like to offer, however, that amidst these impossibly difficult times, I have
found myself stunned by the resiliency of the human spirit. Somehow,
someway, our students, staff, and faculty have returned to their labs and
classrooms for the important instruction that is the core of our University.
And, because of that strength of spirit, I find your efforts to be an
inspiration.
As a former Latin teacher, words fascinate me and my use of the word, inspiration, is intentional.
The etymology of inspiration suggests the notion of putting breath into something, of giving life. How
ironic when we consider the time we spend concerned with airflow patterns, aerosolized droplets,
and the ease in which COVID-19 travels through the air. We even check for the virus through our
airways (and now saliva, thank you, AU Health). But even as the virus seems committed to robbing
us of life-sustaining air, our community has countered by breathing life back into this University, into
our community, into our clinics and labs, and into our classrooms. And, when I look around me at
the remarkable people who make this University special every day, and often quietly, I find in your
practice hope for what might be, like a breath of fresh air. Thank you for teaching well, for breathing
life into your subject, and for offering hope to your students. It is an honor to work with you and call
you, colleague.
Sincerely,
Zach Kelehear

Accepting Applications for Virtual Lilly Conference
Funding
The Division for Instruction and Innovation (DII) invites up to six applicants to attend the Online
International Teaching and Learning Cooperative’s Lilly Teaching Conference from Dec 2 - Dec 4,
2020. Virtual synchronous and asynchronous sessions, plenary talks, presentations, posters, and
round table discussions will allow faculty to expand their knowledge of various types of experiential
learning, online teaching, student motivation, classroom assessment methods, and more. The DII
will cover registration fees for the selected faculty; for every AU faculty member registered Lilly will
invite an AU graduate student to attend for free. Faculty teaching primarily undergraduate courses
are especially encouraged to attend.

Innovation Updates
Interested in Developing a Simulation
Training Exercise?
Interested in Developing a Simulation Training
Exercise? Don’t know where to start? The
Interdisciplinary Simulation Center Can Help. The
Interdisciplinary Simulation Center is available to all
healthcare and allied training programs at Augusta
University. Here, learners safely experience realistic
healthcare environments: the intensive care unit,
operating room, medical surgical unit, or even a simulated home environment. Simulated situations
range from everyday assessments to skills training to emergency situations, with options available
for all learner levels and disciplines.

Creating Exceptional Learning Spaces series
As part of the Creating Exceptional Learning Spaces series
geared at helping AU faculty, the Center for Instructional
Innovation has held two sessions: one on gamification and
motivation, and the other on incorporating no cost or low cost
materials in your lectures. In the first session, Gamification and
the Science of Motivation, attendees learned about the

challenges we face in motivating ourselves and our students,
the power that words have in motivating us and the 16
fundamental factors that motivate us all.

Reese Library Comic Book Day
Reese Library celebrated its first year of participation in
the Free Comic Book Day library program spanning
September 21 through September 30. The program,
originally cancelled due to coronavirus concerns and
rebranded as Free Comic Book Summer later in the
year, focused on enlightening participants about the
world of comics. While students were encouraged to
pick up free comics and goodies, faculty members found
valuable information about the use of graphic novels in
education and resources to help incorporate the media into their lecture halls. For more information
and tools, please visit the Comics and Graphic Novels in Education LibGuide.

AAC&U Conference To Be Held Virtually
The AAC&U Conference on Global Learning explores
practical and theoretical approaches to global learning
at the course, departmental, and institutional levels. This
conference includes opportunities to examine tactics
and strategies that make global learning experiences
more inclusive.

Faculty and Staff Updates
IPSO features Dr. Gustavo Muñoz Monaco
This month, IPSO is featuring Dr. Gustavo Muñoz Monaco, assistant
professor of anesthesiology in the Department of Anesthesiology &
Perioperative Medicine. Dr. Muñoz Monaco was born and raised in
Caracas, Venezuela, but his family is Italian, so he also has Italian
citizenship. He earned his medical degree and anesthesiologist certification
in Venezuela. After working as a physician in Venezuela, Dr. Muñoz
Monaco came to the U.S. and re-trained as a pediatric cardiac
anesthesiologist.

Student Updates

ASC Updates

Academic Advisement Update

The Academic Success Center has just
completed the Progress Report process and is
booked up with student appointments. Thank
you to all faculty who reported this term – we
very much appreciate it! As always, please
encourage all students who want to improve
their academic outcomes to work with an
academic coach or tutor. All services are
available online and some are now in person
too. We understand this is a complicated term
and hope to make it smoother for everyone.

The Academic Advisors in the center had
barely closed out all Fall registration activity
when they began seeing students for spring
term advisement sessions. In order to provide
each student the opportunity to meet with his or
her advisor prior to the opening of early
registration on October 22, next term
advisement appointments started bright and
early the morning of August 31 and just shy of
85% of the students advised through the center
have already scheduled their advising
appointments for spring term.

Share your Research
Opportunities for Undergraduates

Career Services Events in
October

CURS hosts a portal of opportunities to work
side by side with a mentor on faculty led
scholarly works. Want to take a student under
your wing and show them how you write,
analyze, discover and innovate? Collaboration
with junior scholars is one of the most
rewarding ways to teach.

Career Services will be offering session in
October to held prepare for future careers.
Students can register for any program via their
Handshake account under the events tab or by
contacting Career Services @
careercenter@augusta.edu or 706-7373-1604.
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Accepting Applications for Virtual Lilly Conference Funding
The Division for Instruction and Innovation (DII) invites up to six
applicants to attend the Online International Teaching and
Learning Cooperative’s Lilly Teaching Conference from Dec 2 Dec 4, 2020. Virtual synchronous and asynchronous sessions,
plenary talks, presentations, posters, and round table discussions
will allow faculty to expand their knowledge of various types of
experiential learning, online teaching, student motivation,
classroom assessment methods, and more. The DII will cover
registration fees for the selected faculty; for every AU faculty member registered Lilly will invite an
AU graduate student to attend for free. Faculty teaching primarily undergraduate courses are
especially encouraged to attend.
Objectives: To positively impact high engagement teaching and learning at AU. During and upon
completion of the conference, faculty will be asked to
attend approximately 10+ hours at the conference
attend talk-back sessions with the AU conference attendees in early December and lateJanuary
share what they learned with the AU community in a TBD faculty development session
To Apply: Send the Application Form via email to areigle@augusta.edu. Application includes a 3500 word description of why you would like to attend and what you hope to come away from the
conference with. Please address specific courses, assignments, or teaching topics that you hope
the conference can positively impact. Inclusion of active learning sessions is especially encouraged.
Please also indicate if you plan to submit a proposal to present at the conference.
Due Date: November 30, 2020. Preference will be given to applications submitted on or before
October 26, 2020.
For more information contact areigle@augusta.edu, Division of Instruction and Innovation
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Interested in Developing a Simulation Training Exercise?
The Interdisciplinary Simulation Center is available to all
healthcare and allied training programs at Augusta University.
Here, learners safely experience realistic healthcare
environments: the intensive care unit, operating room, medical
surgical unit, or even a simulated home environment. Simulated
situations range from everyday assessments to skills training to
emergency situations, with options available for all learner levels
and disciplines. The ISC also holds activities utilizing
standardized patient actors in cooperation with the MCG Clinical
Skills Department. Every simulation activity is tailored specifically to the program’s desired learning
outcomes and can be scaled from one learner to hundreds.
Even if you are already familiar with simulation or the Interdisciplinary Simulation Center, you might
not know that the ISC offers simulation development services to all of our programs. ISC staff are
experienced in guiding simulation novices and experts alike in the process of developing a
simulation exercise. ISC staff can assist with activity design, logistics, simulator programming,
moulage (stage makeup), faculty orientation to simulation, distance simulation, audiovisual
monitoring and recording, and more. The ISC also welcomes those whose programs have not
previously utilized simulation and has had experienced great success in developing non-traditional
simulation activities for historically non-clinical programs.
We would love to hear your ideas for utilizing simulation in your curriculum and to help turn those
ideas into exceptional educational experiences. Simply email us at simulationcenter@augusta.edu
if your program would like to learn more or schedule a consultation.
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Creating Exceptional Learning Spaces series
As part of the Creating Exceptional Learning Spaces series
geared at helping AU faculty, the Center for Instructional
Innovation has held two sessions: one on gamification and
motivation, and the other on incorporating no cost or low cost
materials in your lectures.
In the first session, Gamification and the Science of Motivation,
attendees learned about the challenges we face in motivating
ourselves and our students, the power that words have in
motivating us and the 16 fundamental factors that motivate us all.
Faculty also learned about game-based learning, including game
mechanics and examples of games as an engagement tool in the
classroom.
In the second session of the series, Incorporating No Cost/Low
Cost Materials in Your Class, attendees learned more about Open
Education Resources.
Panelists discussed the benefits to both faculty and students in adopting Open Education
Resources, such as access to free or low-cost textbooks. They also discussed how they’ve
incorporated these materials into their courses.
Attendees also learned about creating their own content and materials as a low-cost alternative to
textbooks. They also saw some examples of digital textbooks that were created though the
affordable textbook grant.
The Center for Instructional Innovation will host two more sessions as part of the Creating
Exceptional Learning Spaces series:
Digital Video & Animation
October 9, 12:00-1:00pm
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting
+1 706-619-1993 (Toll)
Conference ID: 259 352 900#
Local numbers | Reset PIN | Learn more about Teams | Meeting options
Faculty Success Stories
October 23, 12:00-1:00pm
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting
+1 706-619-1993 (Toll)
Conference ID: 275 734 039#
Local numbers | Reset PIN | Learn more about Teams | Meeting options
We hope you will join us for these two sessions.
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Reese Library Comic Book Day
Reese Library celebrated its first year of participation in the Free
Comic Book Day library program spanning September 21 through
September 30. The program, originally cancelled due to
coronavirus concerns and rebranded as Free Comic Book
Summer later in the year, focused on enlightening participants
about the world of comics. While students were encouraged to
pick up free comics and goodies, faculty members found valuable
information about the use of graphic novels in education and
resources to help incorporate the media into their lecture halls.
For more information and tools, please visit the Comics and Graphic Novels in Education LibGuide.
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AAC&U Conference To Be Held Virtually

The AAC&U Conference on Global Learning, October 8-10, 2020, explores practical and theoretical
approaches to global learning at the course, departmental, and institutional levels. This conference
includes opportunities to examine tactics and strategies that make global learning experiences more
inclusive.
Additional conferences can be found on the AAC&U website.
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IPSO features Dr. Gustavo Muñoz Monaco
This month, IPSO is featuring Dr. Gustavo Muñoz Monaco, assistant professor of anesthesiology in
the Department of Anesthesiology & Perioperative Medicine. Dr. Muñoz Monaco was born and
raised in Caracas, Venezuela, but his family is Italian, so he also has Italian citizenship. He earned
his medical degree and anesthesiologist certification in Venezuela. After working as a physician in
Venezuela, Dr. Muñoz Monaco came to the U.S. and re-trained as a pediatric cardiac
anesthesiologist.
This profile is part of a series aimed at introducing you to some Augusta University’s international
community members who contribute so much to our institution. The International & Postdoctoral
Services Office (IPSO) serves about 550 international employees, students, and visiting scholars.
Q: What was life like for you growing up?
A: I had a normal childhood, and did a lot of sports like soccer, swimming, and
tennis. I had a very close relationship with my parents, who always supported
me in everything.
Q: When did you know you wanted to be an anesthesiologist?
A: I had a conversation with my father just before finishing school where I told
him my intentions to become a pilot, and my father – as a good
anesthesiologist – compared a pilot’s role in the life of people to that of an
anesthesiologist. After a couple days observing my father in the OR, I was
sold.
Q: What brought you to the U.S.?
A: With all the political, social, and economic issues that have been happening for the last 20 years
in my country, and after I was kidnaped there, it was easy to make a decision. I met Dr. Ivan
Florentino (assistant professor of anesthesiology at Augusta University) right after that, and I found
in him a mentor that would help me in the transition.
Q: Tell me about your work as an anesthesiologist and assistant professor. Why do you like
your job?
I was hired as a pediatric cardiac anesthesiologist. This has been my passion for so many years.
Working with congenital heart disease in children has been very rewarding as I contribute and make
a big impact in the life of these babies.
Q: What are some significant accomplishments in your career?
Being re-trained in pediatric cardiac anesthesia in the U.S. and at the same time being a father and
a husband has been very challenging.
Q: Venezuela has been in the news a lot because of the political and economic crisis there.
Can you tell me a little more about that?
This is a topic that may need a full newspaper, but the country where I grew up doesn't exist
anymore. We are so fortunate to be here and appreciate all the things we have and sometimes take
for granted.
Q: Do you still have family in Venezuela?
A: Unfortunately, my parents are still in Venezuela. They are surviving the crisis, and with our help
and support, they are ok.
Q: What is your hope for Venezuela?

A: One day I want to take my kids to the country that raised me and show them how beautiful it is.
Q: What do you miss most about Venezuela?
A: Family, friends, and food!!!!!!!
Q: What do you like most about living in the U.S.?
A: I like the people that welcomed me here in Augusta and the opportunity that was given to me
even though I was a foreign doctor. The U.S. is a land of opportunities. I love the democracy that we
lost in Venezuela. I love the diversity in cultures that I miss so much from my country. I love the
weather and all the seasons that we didn't have in Venezuela, with it being a tropical place. There
are so many things that I cannot list here because of time, but I love that I can feel at home even
though I wasn't born here.
Q: What was the most difficult part of adjusting to life in the U.S. after you first got here?
A: English. I learned English while I was studying for my boards. That has been one of the biggest
challenges since I got here.
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ASC Updates
The Academic Success Center has just completed the Progress Report process and is booked up
with student appointments. Thank you to all faculty who reported this term – we very much
appreciate it! As always, please encourage all students who want to improve their academic
outcomes to work with an academic coach or tutor. All services are available online and some are
now in person too. We understand this is a complicated term and hope to make it smoother for
everyone.
Jaguar Jumpstart “Breakfast Club”
After completing a preference survey, nearly 100 students in the Jaguar Jumpstart Learning
Community are now invited to participate in a weekly tradition: the JJSP Breakfast Club (waters,
coffee and granola bars, graciously donated by Coca-Cola and the Canterbury Club).
PURPOSE: The Breakfast Club is a five part series, meeting on Thursday
mornings from September 17-October 15, which are designed to promote
academic/campus resources with engaging discussion.
PLANNING: A survey was distributed to JJSP students regarding programming
preferences, days and times. Students reported that they prefer face to face
sessions, and that Thursday morning at 9:00 am was an available time for over
half of them. ALL Breakfast Club sessions are videotaped, so students who
are unable to attend can also engage with these timely topics. The session
links will be posted on the FYE page as a resource for ALL first year students.

JJSP/FYE/SYE: News You Can Use
FYE Student Assistants, Erin Schmidt (Art major) and Lauren Green (Psychology major) have
created a weekly newsletter for JJSP, FYE and SYE students highlighting the academic and social
activities available on campus each week. The newsletter is released on Sunday nights at 5:00 pm
(the day and time most students reported checking emails).
In this era of virtual value, there is a push by some students to increase opportunities for facemaskto-facemask engagement. The FYE student assistants glean through numerous online events
(listed on AU Calendar, SLE Presence and Websites) and then select a few that seem apropos for
the various populations of students. They then promote campus events using hand crafted water
color newsletter.
While social media does seem to work best, the old fashioned newsletter is making a come-back!
See example of last week’s newsletter for the Jaguar Jumpstart Learning Community. For more
information or to suggest an event, please contact Dr. Elizabeth Huggins at ehuggins@augusta.edu
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Academic Advisement Update
The Academic Advisors in the center had barely closed out all Fall registration activity when they
began seeing students for spring term advisement sessions. In order to provide each student the
opportunity to meet with his or her advisor prior to the opening of early registration on October 22,
next term advisement appointments started bright and early the morning of August 31 and just shy
of 85% of the students advised through the center have already scheduled their advising
appointments for spring term. The advisors are still adjusting to the lack of student traffic, but
walking through the suite one can hear them chatting away at their computer screens behind closed
doors making the best of WebEx to stay connected with their students. While all agree it is not the
same as having students sitting with them in their offices, the advisors are still doing what they do
best--listening to troubles, celebrating victories, providing information and offering advice--about
important things at Augusta University, but also about so many other important things in their
students’ lives.
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Academic Advisement Update
The Academic Advisors in the center had barely closed out all Fall registration activity when they
began seeing students for spring term advisement sessions. In order to provide each student the
opportunity to meet with his or her advisor prior to the opening of early registration on October 22,
next term advisement appointments started bright and early the morning of August 31 and just shy
of 85% of the students advised through the center have already scheduled their advising
appointments for spring term. The advisors are still adjusting to the lack of student traffic, but
walking through the suite one can hear them chatting away at their computer screens behind closed
doors making the best of WebEx to stay connected with their students. While all agree it is not the
same as having students sitting with them in their offices, the advisors are still doing what they do
best--listening to troubles, celebrating victories, providing information and offering advice--about
important things at Augusta University, but also about so many other important things in their
students’ lives.
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Share your Research Opportunities for Undergraduates
CURS hosts a portal of opportunities to work side by side with a
mentor on faculty led scholarly works. Want to take a student under
your wing and show them how you write, analyze, discover and
innovate? Collaboration with junior scholars is one of the most
rewarding ways to teach. Register your scholarly opportunity with the
CURS Undergraduate Research Opportunity Portal (UROP) so CURS
can help students find you!
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Career Services Events in October

Students can register for any program via their Handshake account under the events tab or by contacting Career Services at
careercenter@augusta.edu or 706-7373-1604.
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