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Objectives of Presentation:  

● Understand and communicate the effects that various evidence based interprofessional education interventions 
have on occupational therapy student outcomes. 

● Discuss the gaps in the literature, indicated by this systematic review, as they relate to interprofessional education 
and its effects. 

 
Clinical/Research Question: What is the evidence supporting improved student outcomes as related to participation in 
interprofessional education activities in occupational therapy students? 

Methods:  
● Databases used: PubMed, ERIC, and CINAHL 
● Inclusion Criteria: 

○ Intervention IPE studies in English 
○ Studies within peer-reviewed journals 
○ Published between 2010-2020 
○ At least 10% of sample OT and/or OTA students 
○ Studies with a level of evidence I-IV according to AOTA standards (Lieberman & Scheer, 2002) 
○ Inclusion of OT specific outcomes 

● Our group used a three-stage screening process: title and abstract, full-text, and then analyzing the OT specific 
outcomes. All stages were evaluated by two researchers.  

● Reasons for article exclusions: 
○ No differentiation of OT students = 33 
○ OT students not 10% of sample = 18 
○ No intervention = 8 
○ Study population unfit for study = 6 
○ No quantitative outcomes = 5 
○ No included results related to OT & IPE = 5 
○ Excluded study design = 4 
○ Not peer reviewed = 3 
○ Not within SR scope = 1 
○ Grey literature = 1 
○ Did not meet WHO definition = 1 

 
Results: 

● 19 articles met the inclusion criteria, all of which were level 3B evidence (Lieberman & Scheer, 2002).  
● Strength of evidence was assessed using the Effectiveness Study Checklist (Law & McDermind, 2014). All of the 

included articles received a score of 21-30 out of a possible 48 points.  
● We grouped sorted the articles into three categories based on the types of interventions: 

○ Simulation Intervention (46%) - moderate evidence  
○ Case Study Intervention (26%) - mixed evidence  
○ Real Patient Interaction Intervention (26%) - mixed evidence  



 
Implications: 

● It is suggested that IPE contributes to a more positive perception and understanding within the healthcare team 
(Fox et al., 2018).  

● There is moderate evidence to support the use of some forms of IPE in OT education.  
● This systematic review supports the priority topic of healthcare coordination set forth in the 2021 AOTA Annual 

Conference and Expo Call for Papers.  
 
 
 
 
 

References  
Fox, L., Onders, R., Hermansen-Kobulnicky, C., Nguyen, T., Myran, L., Linn, B., & Hornecker, J. (2018). Teaching 

interprofessional teamwork skills to health professional students: A scoping review. Journal of Interprofessional 
Care, 32(2), 127-135. doi: 10.1080/13561820.2017.1399868. 

Law, M. & McDermid, J. (2014). Appendix M and N (pp 392-400): Evaluation of Quality of an Intervention Study.  In 
Evidence-Based Rehabilitation (3rd ed).  Thorofare, NJ: SLACK, Inc. 

Lieberman, D. & Scheer, J. (2002).  AOTA’s evidence-based literature review project: An overview. American Journal of 
Occupational Therapy, 56(3), 344-349. 

 
Contact Information 
Emma Adams - emma.eadams@yahoo.com 
Meg Carlton - megcarlton92@gmail.com  
Kali Todd - kt03555@georgiasouthern.edu 
Patricia Watford - pwatford@augusta.edu 
 
 

mailto:emma.eadams@yahoo.com
mailto:megcarlton92@gmail.com
mailto:kt03555@georgiasouthern.edu

