
Teaching Matters
September 1, 2020

Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Faculty, 
 
Whether our instruction happens in a lab, in a clinical rotation, in a concert
hall, or in a socially distanced classroom, we remain committed to learning
by doing.  Not only is that the theme woven through our Quality
Enhancement Plan, it is the very fabric of what I have observed in all of our
learning spaces over these past years. Interestingly, as we approached the
challenges associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, the notion of learning
by doing has persisted in our design as we imagined teaching at a distance. 
It would seem that even as their access to students became restricted,
largely driven by safety protocols, many faculty members became even
more intent on having those limited learning occasions be intentionally
active, interactive, and engaging. 
 
In the links below, you will enjoy seeing evidence of the remarkable work being done across the
university.  Even amidst the backdrop of the pandemic, at our university and with our faculty
members, teaching still matters.  And given that we have a very strong enrollment across all content
areas, the call for powerful teaching has never been louder or more important. 
 
Today our Provost, Dr. Gretchen Caughman, begins her first day of retirement after thirty-five years of
remarkable service, teaching, and research.  And, today, with humility and genuine care, I will honor
her work and this University as I begin as Interim Provost.  Our road ahead may not be entirely clear
but I know for certain that as we travel these ways, teaching still matters.  Thank you, faculty and
academic leaders, for what you do every day and every time.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kelehear
 

Apply Now for the Education Innovation Fund (EIF) Grant

http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/1c1d1q9soa1eaxbjo0x69u?lang=en&a=3&p=3919510&t=1072296
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/1c1d1q9soa1eaxbjo0x69u?lang=en&a=1&p=3919510&t=1072296


Fall Semester Start Proves Busy for Simulation
Center, Despite COVID-19 Impacts
At the Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center, the
beginning of the fall semester has always been a busy time, with our
Nursing, Medicine, and Allied health programs utilizing the facility to orient
students to new clinical responsibilities, train new skills, and provide a
multitude of opportunities to hone practical skills in a safe environment. 
However, this year it was expected that the impacts of COVID-19 would
dramatically impact attendance and activity levels.

Academic Advisement Ready for Fall Students
Advisors in the Academic Advisement Center are busy finalizing notes on
all the new students we welcomed to the university this semester. It has
been a very different start to a fall semester for the advisors, as it has
been for their students and all of you! They have just finished setting up
their next term advisement campaigns for both new and returning
students.

As we seek to be a university where high-impact innovative learning is at the core of the
undergraduate experience, Augusta University directly supports faculty whose efforts reflect this
commitment.  As part of the university’s Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), Learning by Doing, an
Education Innovation Fund (EIF) has been established to support teaching faculty who wish to pursue
experiential learning opportunities with their students in an undergraduate course.

Innovation Updates

AU Faculty Develop Unique
Resource for Virtual Biology Lab
Thanks to three Augusta University faculty
members, Drs. Soma Mukhopadhyay, Colleen
Davis, and Christina Wilson, more than
300 AU students now have access to
a unique resource aimed at improving their
online experience in a virtual biology lab course.

Creating Exceptional Learning
Spaces Series
The Center for Instructional Innovation is
pleased to announce the Creating Exceptional
Learning Spaces Series. This series will cover
such subjects as Game Based Learning and the
Science of Motivation, Incorporating Low Cost
Materials in the classroom and multimedia and
video production. 
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Welcome Back to the University Libraries!
Welcome back to the Libraries! We’re glad to see students and faculty in-
person again! We want to let you know about some new services and
some changes that we’ve implemented to keep everyone safe. In
accordance with University and CDC guidelines regarding COVID-19, the
Libraries will be practicing social distancing, moving some of our services
online, and offering some alternative services for those who aren’t ready
to return to the Libraries in person.

Assistant professor of physics awarded grant for
research in fluid mechanics
This month, IPSO is featuring Dr. Josefa Guerrero Millan, assistant
professor of physics in the Department of Chemistry and Physics in the
College of Science and Mathematics. Dr. Guerrero is originally from
Sanlucar de Barrameda, Spain. She has a bachelor’s degree in physics, a
master’s degree in mechanical engineering and a PhD in applied physics
(fluid mechanics). Her research focuses on microfluidics – understanding
and controlling the behavior of small volumes of fluids under the effect of
an electric field.

JAG Pals Providing Real Support in Virtual Times
Jaguar Jumpstart LLC is up and running full speed ahead.   A learning community
designed to assist first year students with academic success and social belonging,

Faculty and Staff Updates

Student Updates

Career Services Upcoming
Programs
Career Services will be offering sessions in
September from Internships to Business &
Dining etiquette.  Students can register for any
programs via their Handshake account under
the events tab or by contacting Career Services
@ careercenter@augusta.edu or 706-737-
1604.

Study Abroad taking Deposits for
2021 Programs
The Study Abroad Office announced its new
programs in July and are anxious to start taking
deposits on September 1st.  Deposits will be
accepted until Dec. 7th, 2020.  The annual
Study Abroad Fair is planned for September
23rd in the JSAC Amphitheater from 9:30am-
1:30pm. 
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this year’s class theme is Engage 2 Explore.

Honors Program Showing
Significant Growth
The honors program has shown significant
expansion at all levels for the fall 2020
semester. We welcome 123 new students to the
program for the fall 2020 semester. This brings
our total to 343 students, a record for the
program and an 11.7% increase over fall 2019.

CURS Accepting Proposals for
Fall Grants!
Faculty and students engaging in collaborative
scholarly work are encouraged to submit
proposals for materials, supplies or virtual
conference registration (in lieu of travel during
COVID). See the CURS Grant Funding page for
more details. Due date is September 15.
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Apply Now for the Education Innovation Fund (EIF) Grant
As we seek to be a university where high-impact innovative
learning is at the core of the undergraduate experience, Augusta
University directly supports faculty whose efforts reflect this
commitment.  As part of the university’s Quality Enhancement
Plan (QEP), Learning by Doing, an Education Innovation Fund
(EIF) has been established to support teaching faculty who wish
to pursue experiential learning opportunities with their students in an undergraduate course.
Experiential learning is broadly defined and includes various methods of active learning pedagogy
such as (but not limited to) team based projects, field work, teaching content, research, product
development, and service learning. To this end, the Division of Instruction and Innovation invites
faculty to submit an EIF Grant proposal that will:

Encourage the development of experiential learning opportunities for AU students, and
Increase the number of upper level courses offered in support of the QEP Certificate of
Leadership. 

Funding up to $2000 may support adding an experiential learning component to a class for the first
time or extending and further developing experiential learning strategies already in place. 
 
View the Full Call for Proposals and Submit a Grant Proposal. 

This email was sent to all Augusta University faculty. 
© 2020 Augusta University.
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AU Faculty Develop Unique Resource for Virtual Biology Lab
Thanks to three Augusta University faculty members, more than 300 AU students now have access
to a unique resource aimed at improving their online experience in a virtual biology lab course. 
 
Drs. Soma Mukhopadhyay, Colleen Davis, and Christina
Wilson partnered with textbook publisher Hayden-McNeil to
develop a 125-page lab manual for students taking BIOL 1101
lab virtually.
 
The first of its kind at AU, the Fundamentals of Biology Lab Manual
has 11 lab components, each featuring content such as pre-lab
activities, experiments, graphics, data, post-lab
assignments, and practice questions.
 
The result of three months of intense work, the manual is currently
being used by seven faculty members teaching a total of 12
sections of BIOL 1101 lab.
 
Led by Dr. Mukhopadhyay, the trio also negotiated with the publisher to keep the lab manual
affordable to students. The manual is available for $35 at the Jagstore. 

This email was sent to all Augusta University faculty. 
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Creating Exceptional Learning Spaces Series
The Center for Instructional Innovation is pleased to announce the
Creating Exceptional Learning Spaces Series. This series will
cover such subjects as Game Based Learning and the Science of
Motivation, Incorporating Low Cost Materials in the classroom and
multimedia and video production. We hope that you will join us for
these sessions.
 
 Creating Exceptional Learning Spaces
Noon  - 1 PM in MS Teams
 
September 11 - Gamification and the Science of Motivation
How do you get students motivated to learn? Utilizing concepts
through gamification, psychology, and interactivity, we help faculty
seeking new ways to implement the science behind motivation
into their courses. We will demonstrate integrating game
mechanics and dynamics to create meaningful learning
experiences, engage users and to solve problems.
 
September 25 - Opening the Possibilities: Incorporating No Cost/Low Cost Materials in your
Classes
This presentation will introduce you to the benefits and opportunities for utilizing Open Educational
Resources and Library Materials in your classes. The panelists include faculty at Augusta University
who have incorporated and developed these materials in their classes in various ways and a
discussion of grant and other opportunities available to faculty at Augusta University for
implementation.
 
October 9 - Digital Video and Animation for Instruction
For almost two out of three Gen Z students, YouTube videos are the preferred method of learning,
according to a 2018 Pearson survey. In other words, video plays a major role in their education. In
this one-hour session hosted by two videographers with the Center for Instructional Innovation, you
will learn about the types of educational videos and animation that the center can help you produce
to impact your students. You will watch real examples and brainstorm video ideas for your own
courses.
 
October 23- Faculty Success Stories
What happens when innovative ideas and creative problem solving meet? Hear the success stories
of faculty who partnered with the Center for Instructional Innovation and utilized technology,
imagination and instructional design to enliven their courses. Explore how you can do likewise
during this presentation and brainstorming session sure to get your creative juices flowing.
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Fall Semester Start Proves Busy for Simulation Center, Despite COVID-
19 Impacts
At the Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center, the
beginning of the fall semester has always been a busy time, with our
Nursing, Medicine, and Allied health programs utilizing the facility to orient
students to new clinical responsibilities, train new skills, and provide a
multitude of opportunities to hone practical skills in a safe environment. 
However, this year it was expected that the impacts of COVID-19 would
dramatically impact attendance and activity levels.  “We knew that our
programs were resourceful and would be able to continue their training
despite the new restrictions, but we never expected to be as busy as we
have been so far this fall”, remarked Justin Owen, MPH, Simulation
Center Director, “I suppose we were happily surprised to see everyone coming together under these
challenging circumstances to ensure that the educational mission remains in focus.”
 
Since the beginning of the semester on August 10th, the Center has averaged around 160 students
per day in skills labs, simulation training, and clinical skills encounters across the spectrum of our
healthcare training programs.  These encouraging numbers are even more striking in light of
training room capacities that have been slashed, in some cases by more than 70%, along with
social distancing and stringent cleaning and sanitation practices. 
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Academic Advisement Ready for Fall Students
Advisors in the Academic Advisement Center are busy finalizing notes on
all the new students we welcomed to the university this semester. It has
been a very different start to a fall semester for the advisors, as it has
been for their students and all of you! They have just finished setting up
their next term advisement campaigns for both new and returning
students. This year advising appointments will begin on August 31 in
order for the students advised in the Center to have an opportunity to
meet with their advisors before registration opens in October. It will be a
bit different conducting appointments in a virtual format but the advisors
are looking forward to “seeing” their students soon. On the bright side of
the current situation, parking has not been an issue for any of them this month. On the not so bright
side, the advisors are wired for face to face contact with their students as they help them navigate
their academic journeys at AU. They are getting very creative about how they stay connected with
their students and they have surprised themselves with their flexibility in the last months. I am very
proud of them for their willingness to think outside of the standard advisement box and for their
dedication to finding a way to make the current challenges as positive as they can for their students
and each other.
 
Go Team Academic Advisement! 
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Welcome Back to the University Libraries!
Welcome back to the Libraries! We’re glad to see students and faculty in-person again! We want to
let you know about some new services and some changes that we’ve implemented to keep
everyone safe. In accordance with University and CDC guidelines regarding COVID-19, the
Libraries will be practicing social distancing, moving some of our services online, and offering some
alternative services for those who aren’t ready to return to the Libraries in person.
 
Curbside Pick Up                                                                                                     
The University Libraries are now
offering curbside pick-up to all students,
faculty, and staff for print materials. Pick
up will be available Tuesday and Friday
afternoons 1:00-4:45 pm by
appointment only. You may request up
to 10 items per appointment.
Appointments are limited to one per
pick-up day. Requesting items and
making an appointment is easy! Please
see our guide for all the details and to
make an appointment.
 
GIL Express and Interlibrary Loan
GIL Express is back! As of August 17,
you can now request items from most
other USG libraries for pick up at Reese
and Greenblatt Libraries. If you checked
out GIL items before the shutdown,
please return those now to one of our
outdoor book drops. Interlibrary Loan
(ILL) also resumed its full services on
the August 17. There may be some
delays in fulfilling requests and
removing items from your account as
both Libraries are quarantining
materials for your safety and the safety
of library staff.
 
Hours
Library hours have changed. Please see our calendar for the most up-to-date information.
 
Appointment Only Services
Most library services are still available, but we have moved some online or by appointment only:

Research Help: Librarians at both libraries are offering research consultations virtually and by
appointment. Students and faculty can contact their liaison or embedded librarian for help! For
Summerville and Cyber campuses, just fill out the Research Consultation Request form. For the
Health Sciences campus contact the embedded librarian for your college.
Special and Historical Collections: Special Collections at Reese and Historical Collections at
Greenblatt are open by appointment only. Appointments can be made Monday-Friday during
business hours (8 am to 5 pm). For help at Reese, contact Maranda Christy. For help at
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Greenblatt, contact Renee Sharrock or Sandra Bandy. If you’re a non-AU affiliated researcher,
please contact the above individuals to seek virtual assistance.
Creative Technology Lab: The CTL is also available by appointment only. Appointments can be
made on the CTL Guide. For questions about the CTL, please contact Matt Atkinson.  

New Library Building Policies
All AU staff, faculty, and students must wear a mask or face covering over both their nose and
mouth at all times in the library building except if they are alone in a study room or eating/drinking
away from other library users. Wearing a mask is in addition to social distancing in open seating
areas and computer labs.
 
If you are unable to wear a mask for medical reasons, we have accommodations to serve you
virtually! Please ask us what those are.
 
We are also only accepting returns at our outdoor book drops. This includes GIL Express and ILL
items, but excludes technology and course reserves.
 
Due a campus-wide mandate, non-AU affiliated visitors will no longer be allowed into the Libraries’
buildings. Please refer your community researchers or users to our guide for alternative assistance
until further notice.
 
In addition to all the measures listed above, we’ve also added more hand sanitizing stations around
the building and are providing wipes for technology in the computer areas.
 
We’re looking forward to serving you and your students in-person or virtually this fall.
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Assistant professor of physics awarded grant for research in fluid
mechanics
This month, IPSO is featuring Dr. Josefa Guerrero Millan, assistant professor of physics in the
Department of Chemistry and Physics in the College of Science and Mathematics. Dr. Guerrero is
originally from Sanlucar de Barrameda, Spain. She has a bachelor’s degree in physics, a master’s
degree in mechanical engineering and a PhD in applied physics (fluid mechanics). Her research
focuses on microfluidics – understanding and controlling the behavior of small volumes of fluids
under the effect of an electric field.
 
This profile is part of a series aimed at introducing you to some Augusta University’s international
community members who contribute so much to our institution. The International & Postdoctoral
Services Office (IPSO) serves about 550 international employees, students, and visiting scholars.
 
Q: What was life like for you growing up?                                                                                       
                 
A: Pretty normal. I loved playing soccer in
the middle of the street with other kids.
No play dates or anything. You just went
out with a ball and other kids would join
you. So simple…
 
Q: How did you become interested in
your field?
A: I was always interested on how things
work and how to fix broken things at
home. I opened (more than once) our
VHS recorder, remote controls, and wrist
watches. I secretly wished they would
break down so I could open them up.
 
Q: What brought you to the U.S.?
A: I got a postdoctoral position at the School of Physics at Georgia Tech.
 
Q: What brought you to Augusta University?
A: I got an email saying they were looking for a time limited lecturer. I was about to finish my
postdoc contract, so I applied. That was almost 6 years ago and I am still here.
 
Q: Tell me about your research.
A: I work in a subfield of fluid mechanics called microfluidics. Microfluidics tries to understand and
control the behavior of small volumes of fluids. Usually these fluids (liquids or gases) are confined in
devices with tip sizes of the order of microns. My research is focused on understanding the
dynamics of these fluids under the effect of an electric field.
 
Q: What are some significant accomplishments in your career?
A: I guess what is expected from a scientist in academia: I got my research project funded by the
American Chemical Society Petroleum Research Fund (ACS PRF). I have published in good peer-
review journals, and I have co-written a book chapter.
 
Q: What is it like being a woman in science?
A: I’ve being really lucky in my career and I didn’t encounter big problems like some of my
colleagues do every day. But there is a higher standard for women. Because there are not many in
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my field (I’m the only physicist in my department), we are also role models for our students. We
need to do it all well at the first try.
 
Q: What do you miss most about your home country?
A: Family, friends and the food. I miss having an easier access to fresh fruits and fish.
 
Q: What do you like most about living in the U.S.?
A: Every place I have lived or visited, I always felt very welcome.
 
Q: What was the most difficult part of adjusting to life in the U.S. after you first got here?
A: The culture. I believed that being from a western country with internet and movies, it should not
be too hard to adapt. But there is always a cultural shock. The bright side is that you have a bunch
of funny stories to tell to your friends.
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Career Services Upcoming Programs

 
Students can register for any programs via their Handshake account under the events tab or by contacting Career Services @
careercenter@augusta.edu or 706-737-1604
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Study Abroad taking Deposits for 2021 Programs
The Study Abroad Office announced its new programs in July and
are anxious to start taking deposits on September 1st.  Deposits
will be accepted until Dec. 7th, 2020. 
 
The annual Study Abroad Fair is planned for September 23rd in
the JSAC Amphitheater from 9:30am-1:30pm.  Of course there
are plans for social distancing, but this is an excellent opportunity for students to come find out what
AU has to offer this year.  We also encourage students who may not be planning to travel in 2021,
but would like to go in the future to attend the fair just to learn more about what AU has to offer in
terms of study abroad and away programs.  Students who attended will have names entered in a
drawing for a chance to win 1 of 2 $500 Study Abroad Scholarships. 
 
For more information:
https://www.augusta.edu/studyabroad/programs.php
https://www.facebook.com/AugustaStudyAbroad
https://www.instagram.com/aug_studyabroad/
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Honors Program Showing Significant Growth
The honors program has shown significant expansion at all levels
for the fall 2020 semester. We welcome 123 new students to the
program for the fall 2020 semester. This brings our total to 343
students, a record for the program and an 11.7% increase over
fall 2019. Our core courses are at 100% capacity, and we have a
record 65 students registered for our HONR 3900H: Breaking
Boundaries offerings. We also have a record 34 students enrolled
in HONR 4000H: Thesis, a 78.9% increase from fall 2019.
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CURS Accepting Proposals for Fall Grants!
CURS Accepting Proposals for Fall Grants!                           
Faculty and students engaging in collaborative scholarly work are encouraged to submit proposals
for materials, supplies or virtual conference registration (in lieu of travel during COVID). See the
CURS Grant Funding page for more details. Due date is September 15.                
 
CURS Student Research Series Online
CURS is holding our traditional Student Research Series monthly through MS
Teams. Join us for the following dates to hear our student scholars present on
their work.

August 28
September 25
October 23
November 20
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