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Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Faculty,
So, here is a quiz. What do these numbers represent: 149, 295, 545?
A. Zach’s coffee in ounces consumption during a typical COVID-19
workday, morning, noon, and night?
B. Provost Caughman’s number of email responses during a typical,
morning, noon, and night?
C. Faculty’s number of chat interactions in a recent technology workshop,
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday?
D. All of the above.
While A is sadly close to true, and B is probably fewer than is a reality, the
correct answer is C. In a remarkable show of active engagement and eagerness to learn, we had
some 200 faculty members in live chat sessions, all of whom it seemed were writing team members
from the Instructional Design and Information Technology teams as part of a recent technology
workshop. It was busy and it was good.
In a crisis we often discover what is weak and what is strong. Like wind blowing away the loose
sand on a surface, all that remains is what really matters. And, my good faculty colleagues, you
have weathered quite a storm since the middle of March. While the storm continues I know that
whatever comes our way in August, our University will be ready because our faculty will make it so.
I cannot say it well enough or often enough: We are a strong University because we are anchored
by the stability that comes with highly engaged and deeply caring faculty and staff who are
committed to our students. Thank you for doing what is right and just in every occasion, whether
anyone is watching or not.
Sincerely,
Zach Kelehear

Transparency in Learning and Teaching (TILT)
Concerns are mounting about the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact on underserved students. Faculty,
however, can minimize that impact and help those students succeed through simple course design
solutions. One way faculty can accomplish that is to TILT their assignments. Established by the
Transparency in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education project (TILT Higher Ed), the
transparency in learning and teaching (TILT) method explicitly focuses on how and why students are
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learning course content, concepts, and skills in a particular way and how they will use that learning
after college.

IPSO clients research why elderly
people are more susceptible to COVID19
AU researchers have uncovered a clue as to why
coronavirus is more likely to attack older people and
those with preexisting medical conditions. This is the
latest example of international researchers who came to
AU through the International and Postdoctoral Services
Office helping in the fight against COVID-19.

ISC Prepares for a Return to Face-toFace Instruction
As instruction on campus begins to return to a new
normal, the Augusta University Interdisciplinary
Simulation Center is implementing measures that will
allow learners to resume face-to-face instruction safely.
Visitors will notice a number of changes to their
experience in the ISC.

Greenblatt Library receives funding to
develop data literacy training modules
Jennifer Davis, MA, MLIS and Lachelle C. Smith, M.Ed,
MSLIS were awarded the National Network of Libraries
of Medicine (NNLM) Research Data Management
Project Award. The purpose of the Southeastern/Atlantic Regional Library’s Research Data
Management Project Award is to provide support for projects that strengthen and promote the
library’s involvement in biomedical discovery and data-powered health.

Student Updates

Record Number of Honors
Students Published

Scholars Present Research in a
Virtual Symposium

The honors program celebrates a record six
students who published work in professional
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journals throughout the 2019-20 academic
year. Most students do not begin publishing
their work until they are at least in a Master's
program, so this accomplishment.

CURS undergraduate researchers will present
their summer research projects in the 10th
Annual Summer Scholars Program
Symposium. This will be our first virtual
symposium! Attend the symposium in MS
Teams on July 16 from 4:00 to 5:30 pm.

Study Abroad 2021 Programs

AAMI Mentoring

The Study Abroad office announces its new
2021 programs on July 1st through social
media and on the program webpage. Please
help encourage students about looking into
and signing up early for study abroad/away
opportunities.

The AAMI Program at Augusta University is in
need of mentors for the 2020-2021 program.
The mentoring program provides students with
the opportunity to build a rapport with peers,
professional staff, and community leaders who
will serve as their mentors.

JAG Pals Providing Real Support
in Virtual Times

Does Your Department Need a
Student Worker?

Jaguar Jumpstart Summer Program (JJSP) is
a learning community designed to assist
academically at-risk students with support and
resources to make their first year successful.

STUDENTS WANT PART-TIME, ON CAMPUS
JOBS…DO YOU HAVE ONE? If your
department has a student employment hiring
need, please post and promote now on the
Career Services Handshake portal
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Transparency in Learning and Teaching (TILT)
Concerns are mounting about the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact
on underserved students. Faculty, however, can minimize that
impact and help those students succeed through simple course
design solutions.
One way faculty can accomplish that is to TILT their assignments.
Established by the Transparency in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education project (TILT Higher
Ed), the transparency in learning and teaching (TILT) method explicitly focuses on how and why
students are learning course content, concepts, and skills in a particular way and how they will use
that learning after college.
This method is especially useful in online courses where the instructor is not present to provide
clarification. TILT methods benefit all students but they make a big difference in student
performance for underserved students.
According to TILT Higher Ed, tilting your assignments helps students buy into the short- and longterm goals of their work. It also allows them to efficiently focus their (cognitive) attention on learning
and achieving performance targets, rather than on understanding assignment instructions (TILT
Higher Ed).

Elements of Tilt
Purpose of Assignment: What skills will students gain? How will they serve them? What
content knowledge does the assignment help them learn? How does the assignment align with
the course objectives? How does it align with the module objectives?
Task: What are the specific instructions that outline what the students will do? This might
include a section on how students should approach the assignment (steps to follow as well as
potential missteps to avoid). Don’t forget to include your expectations for how the document
should be formatted as well as instructions about how the assignment should be submitted.
Criteria for Success: Be clear about expectations for success (and how to earn a specific
grade). Consider using a checklist or a rubric for the assignment. Students can read an
assignment narrative and still not comprehend what is expected; rubrics provide additional
clarity. Another way instructors can help students understand what they need to do to be
successful is to provide annotated examples of what excellence looks like.
The two links below show the same assignment prompt that was written in different ways. The first
prompt does not apply TILT principles, while the second one does:
1. Assignment Prompt (No TILT)
2. Transparent Assignment Prompt
For more information on transparency in learning and teaching, visit this TILT resources page.
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IPSO clients research why elderly people are more susceptible to
COVID-19
AU researchers have uncovered a clue as to why coronavirus is
more likely to attack older people and those with preexisting
medical conditions. This is the latest example of international
researchers who came to AU through the International and
Postdoctoral Services Office helping in the fight against COVID19.
Dr. Sadanand Fulzele, assistant professor in Orthopedic Surgery
and researcher in the Center for Healthy Aging, and Dr. Carlos
Isales, chief of the Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes and
Metabolism, and co-director of the Center for Healthy Aging, discovered that a group of tiny RNA
that should attack the virus causing COVID-19 are diminished in elderly people and people with
preexisting medical conditions, leaving them more vulnerable.
MicroRNA play a big role in our body in controlling gene expression. They are also a front line when
viruses invade, latching onto and cutting the RNA, the genetic material of the virus, Fulzele said.
Fulzele is originally from India and came to the Medical College of Georgia in 2004 as a
postdoctoral fellow. The International and Postdoctoral Services Office has provided immigration
services throughout his career at Augusta University. IPSO also has provided immigration services
to another collaborator on this research, Dr. Ashok Sharma, an associate professor in the Center for
Biotechnology and Genomic Medicine who came to AU from India to attend graduate school.
The findings of their research were published in the journal Aging and Disease. Next steps include
studies in culture and lab animals to ensure findings are consistent with the computer analysis of
human microRNAs in this study. Fulzele also says that they are moving toward producing synthetic
microRNA that could supplement this frontline weakened by age or disease.
IPSO is proud to have these talented researchers working at Augusta University and would like to
thank them for all their hard work.
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ISC Prepares for a Return to Face-to-Face Instruction
As instruction on campus begins to return to a new normal, the
Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center is
implementing measures that will allow learners to resume face-toface instruction safely. Visitors will notice a number of changes to
their experience in the ISC:
Social Distancing: Room capacities have been reduced to
allow for social distancing, seating has been reduced or
marked off, and floor markers have been installed to assist in
maintaining six feet distancing. All individuals should stay in their assigned spaces at all times.
Enhanced Arrival Procedures: Learners, facilitators, and staff will now sign in at the front desk
upon arrival. Simply swipe your Jag Card and answer the COVID-19 screening questions at the
ISC check-in kiosk. Learners should sign in 5 minutes prior to their scheduled start time.
Facilitators should sign in 30 minutes ahead of time. Everyone should avoid congregating in
groups inside or outside the ISC.
Personal Protective Equipment: Everyone should wear a mask or cloth face covering. Please
bring your own mask. Gloves will be provided and should always be worn while handing
equipment or models. Avoid touching your face or mask.
Enhanced Hygienic Measures: Additional hand sanitizer stations have been installed
throughout the ISC. Hand washing stations are also available in most rooms (hand washing is
the most effective preventative measure). Entry doors will also be held open to reduce
commonly touched surfaces. Hand hygiene is expected upon entry, before and after each
activity.
Enhanced Cleaning Procedures: ISC and environmental services staff are using enhanced
cleaning procedures during and after simulation activities. Learners and facilitators are also
asked to disinfect items that they have used during the course of their activities in the ISC.
“We are taking significant measures to mitigate the risk associated with group activities within the
ISC” remarked Justin Owen, MPH, Simulation Center Director. “While there is no way to completely
eliminate the risk of transmission – close interactions are inherent in simulation training – with
everyone’s cooperation we can maintain a safe and effective training environment.”
When asked what can be done to help mitigate the risk of COVID-19 transmission, Mr. Owen simply
stated, “If you are sick – please stay home. Wear your mask – this protects everyone else in the
environment. And remember to stay vigilant about social distancing and hand hygiene.” Adding,
“The ISC mimics the clinical environment and we are asking everyone to take the same precautions
here as they would around actual patients.”
The ISC’s COVID-19 infection control policy can be found on the ISC website:
augusta.edu/centers/isc. Institution-wide COVID-19 information and resources can be found at
jagwire.augusta.edu/coronavirus.
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Greenblatt Library receives funding to develop data literacy training
modules
Jennifer Davis, MA, MLIS and Lachelle C. Smith, M.Ed, MSLIS were awarded the National Network
of Libraries of Medicine (NNLM) Research Data Management Project Award. The purpose of the
Southeastern/Atlantic Regional Library’s Research Data Management Project Award is to provide
support for projects that strengthen and promote the library’s involvement in biomedical discovery
and data-powered health. Ms. Davis and Smith will create a data literacy escape room that will
teach health sciences graduate students in multiple disciplines how to manage data ethically. The
game will serve as one component in a series of data literacy modules, which will fill a gap in the
current graduate school curriculum by addressing data management in a systematic way. The game
will also be designed to meet learning objectives in an innovative way to engage students beyond
the classroom setting, based on established research. Students will learn best practices for
managing data during the various stages of the data life cycle.

Jennifer Davis, MA, MLIS

Lachelle C. Smith, M.Ed, MSLIS
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Record Number of Honors Students Published
The honors program celebrates a record six students who
published work in professional journals throughout the 2019-20
academic year. Most students do not begin publishing their work
until they are at least in a Master's program, so these
accomplishments once more demonstrate the advanced work that
AU honors students produce under the guidance of the
university's extraordinary faculty.
Below are the students with their articles and the journals in which
they published them, as well as their faculty mentors:
Tori Gaw, "Perfluorooctanoic Acid (in the Presence of Fetal Bovine Serum) Induces
Proliferation in ERα Positive and ERα Negative Breast Cancer Cell Lines" in Federation of
American Societies for Experimental Biology (FASEB) Journal
(Dr. Jennifer Cannon)
Caleb Jensen, "Is It Time to Start Transitioning from 2D to 3D
Cell Culture?" in Frontiers in Molecular Bioscience (Dr. Yong
Teng)
Ananya Chakraborty and Eyana Thomas, "NADPH Oxidase 1
Mediates Caerulein-Induced Pancreatic Fibrosis in Chronic
Pancreatitis" in Free Radical Biology and Medicine (Dr. Eugenia
Sabbatini)
Divesia Lee, "Racial Segregation as a Social Determinant of
Health: Evidence from the State of Georgia" in Journal of the
Georgia Public Health Association (Dr. Simon Medcalfe)
Josh Rutland, "Are Mass Shootings Acts of Terror? Applying Key
Criteria in Definitions of Terrorism to Mass Shootings in the United
States from 1982 to 2018" in Behavioral Sciences of Terrorism and
Political Aggression (Dr. Lance Hunter)
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Scholars Present Research in a Virtual Symposium
CURS undergraduate researchers will present their summer
research projects in the 10th Annual Summer Scholars Program
Symposium. This will be our first virtual symposium! Attend the
symposium in MS Teams on July 16 from 4:00 to 5:30 pm.
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Study Abroad 2021 Programs
The Study Abroad office announces its new 2021 programs on
July 1st through social media and on the program webpage.
Please help encourage students about looking into and signing up
early for study abroad/away opportunities. Studying Abroad is a
once in a lifetime experience for our students and the office needs
help to recruit students from all faculty and staff.
For more information:
https://www.augusta.edu/studyabroad/programs.php
https://www.facebook.com/AugustaStudyAbroad
https://www.instagram.com/aug_studyabroad/
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AAMI Mentoring
AAMI Mentoring
The AAMI Program at Augusta University is in need of mentors
for the 2020-2021 program.
The mentoring program provides students with the opportunity to
build a rapport with peers, professional staff, and community
leaders who will serve as their mentors.
Mentors serve as guides to the intricacies of campus resources,
facilities, and involvement. Various leadership forums and
trainings will be held and facilitated by the mentors to develop the
students as leaders.
Sign up by visiting https://www.augusta.edu/aami/mentoring.php Faculty, staff, students, and
community volunteers must commit to meeting virtually at least once a month with their
mentee August 2020-June 2021
Due to COVID-19 we are looking at ways to virtually engage with students this year.
Please let me know if you are interested in hosting a group mentoring workshop.
jeoliver@augusta.edu or aami@augusta.edu
AAMI Information Session for Faculty
There will be an AAMI virtual lunch and learn session on July 2nd and July 22nd at 12 PM for faculty
interested in learning more about AAMI and ways to assist with the program. Contact Jerry Oliver Jr.
jeoliver@augusta.edu for the meeting invite.
Summer Peer Coaching and Workshops
Peer Academic Coaches in the Academic Success Center will host various learning and study skills
workshops over the summer. Please visit
https://www.augusta.edu/academicsuccess/workshops.php. Interested in other workshops, submit a
request to asc@augusta.edu and a peer coach will follow-up with you. Peer Academic Coaches are
also available for one-on-one study and learning skills appointments. To request an appointment
please visit our website: https://www.augusta.edu/academicsuccess/appointments.php
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JAG Pals Providing Real Support in Virtual Times
Jaguar Jumpstart Summer Program (JJSP) is a learning
community designed to assist academically at-risk students with
support and resources to make their first year successful. Since
2016, JJSP has historically been a summer bridge program,
offering 6 credit hours and workshops/events to engage students
before classes begin in the fall. This year, however, JJSP will
begin this fall, incorporating 2 cohorted classes and a menu of
virtual options for engagement.
As a result of these changes, JJSP will now include a JAG Pal
Mentoring Program in order to enhance student retention and progression. These mentors are
academically successful former JJSP students who will provide “real” advice on how to make it in
college. In June, JAG Pal mentors were trained (using Microsoft Teams) on using success
strategies such as: Communicating, Goal Setting, Professionalism, Time Management,
Organization, Study Skills, and the Academic/Mental Health Resources at AU to help onboard their
mentees. At the end of training, each JAG Pal used the Engage 2 Explore theme to create both
virtual and face-to-face activities for the year ahead.
In August, JAG Pals will begin checking-in with their freshman interest groups (FIGs), which consist
of 8-10 new JJSP students. They will be responsible for planning one-on-one meetings, inviting
their mentees to campus activities and providing volunteer opportunities related to student major
areas.
During their training week, student mentors worked together to create their own mission statement
which states: JAG Pal mentors will serve as guides in leading JJSP first year students to success,
both academically and socially.
For questions or suggestions about what JAG Pals could use for activities this fall, please contact
Elizabeth Huggins at ehuggins@augusta.edu.
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Does Your Department Need a Student Worker?
STUDENTS WANT PART-TIME, ON CAMPUS JOBS…DO YOU
HAVE ONE? If your department has a student employment hiring
need, please post and promote now on the Career Services
Handshake portal
Keep in mind if your budgets are limited, you can recruit
and hire students who have received Federal Work Study
grants from financial aid, which pays for 75% of the student
wage to work in your department.
For posting your campus student hiring needs for a Student Assistant or Federal Work Study
Student, register and list your need here
Learn more about the Campus Student Employment Program @
https://www.augusta.edu/careerservices/students/student-employment.php and for Federal
Work Study questions, contact Monet Robinson in Financial Aid @ monrobinson@augusta.edu
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