
Teaching Matters
June 1, 2020

Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Faculty, 
 
I am very proud to recognize the Provost’s Office support for teaching as we
invite faculty and instructional staff to join us for summer planning and
workshops.  While always promoting research, service, and clinical care,
Provost Caughman has also persisted in her celebration of the art and craft
of teaching. This support over the summer is yet another manifestation of
her long-standing commitment to faculty and students.  Included below are
workshop descriptions of what you might expect this summer and should
you have questions, please contact the Center for Instructional Innovation. 
 
I am also proud to celebrate the many fine things going on across the
Instruction Unit this summer as we persist in our commitment to students and learning, even when it
is not easy…especially, when it is not easy.  It is with a sense of awe and humility that I work with this
team and below you will see some of the reasons I find such joy in the work we do at Augusta
University. 
 
I hope you too will find joy in the notes below. And in closing, I again thank you, faculty and staff, for
finding a way to remember that at Augusta University, Teaching Matters.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kelehear
 

http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/CII@augusta.edu


Preparing For Fall Teaching? You Will Want To Read This.
Preparing to teach your courses in the fall amidst uncertainty is no easy task. To help you overcome
this challenge, the Center for Instructional Innovation is partnering with the Division of Information
Technology to offer intensive and interactive workshops to all Augusta Unive  rsity faculty and
instructional staff starting June 8.  The training consists of three one-week units offered fully online.
We will offer each unit twice during the summer.

IPSO Clients Help Develop Rapid
COVID-19 Testing
You may have seen the news that the GEM Lab
in the Department of Pathology developed an
accurate and rapid COVID-19 test that is now
being used statewide. This is just one example
of international researchers who have come to
AU through the International and Postdoctoral

University Libraries Helped
Students Unwind
At the end of every spring and fall semester, the
University Libraries are usually busy providing
free food, coffee, and relaxing activities to
students preparing for exams. With both of our
libraries closed for COVID-19 and our library
faculty and staff working from home, we were
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Interdisciplinary Simulation Center Adds
Additional Distance Learning Capabilities
to Support Simulation-at-a-Distance
The current restrictions on social gatherings and face-to-
face instruction have presented a significant challenge in
the delivery of simulation education, a modality that
primarily relies on an immersive in-person environment. 
However, the ISC’s prior experiences with simulation-at-a-
distance in conjunction with recent technological
innovations in response to the pandemic, have led to the implementation of a novel simulation and
audiovisual platform which will allow many of our critical educational experiences to occur entirely at a
distance. 

Advising Is Here To Help
The hallway in the Academic Advisement Center may be empty
but the advisors have been quite busy while working from home.
They worked with their current students to navigate the quick
move to online instruction Spring term, answering questions and
sharing various campus support resources to help them finish out
the term strong. After grades were posted they helped students
make changes to their Summer and Fall schedules as needed.

Services Office helping in the fight against
COVID-19.

keen to still offer our students some way to
unwind and relax during these stressful times.

Helping Students Learn How to
Conduct Remote Interviews
In this time of social distancing, students can
expect to have increased interview experiences
online via a variety of platforms.  The
Biginterview platform is an online software tool
that allows students to record their mock
interviews to gain practice with virtual
interviewing.

Now Accepting Fulbright Student
Applications
The Fulbright Student Program Applications for
the 2021-2022 Award Cycle are now open.
While the Coronavirus has halted Fulbright
travel for the coming academic year, students
graduating in spring of 2021 are eligible to apply
for the Fulbright Scholarship the year following
their graduation and the time to begin the
application process is now.
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Academic Success Center is fully
operational this summer
The Academic Success Center is fully
operational this summer. Student workers are
here to support faculty with online summer
courses, with some dedicated to specific
courses as well as hosting one-on-one
appointments with students. 

Twenty Four Honors Students
Graduate This May
Twenty-four students completed honor
requirements--including writing, presenting, and
defending an undergraduate thesis--and
graduated from the honors program this May.
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Preparing For Fall Teaching? You Will Want To Read This.
Preparing to teach your courses in the fall amidst uncertainty is no
easy task. To help you overcome this challenge, the Center for
Instructional Innovation is partnering with the Division of
Information Technology to offer intensive and interactive
workshops to all Augusta Unive  rsity faculty and instructional
staff starting June 8.

Training Structure

This training consists of three one-week units offered fully online.
Each unit will be offered twice during the summer. Topics, delivery
method, and dates for each unit are as follows:

Unit 1: Teaching and Technology Toolkit (June 8-12 or June 22-26)

This unit will be delivered through five 90-minute webinars (one per day), each covering a different
topic. All webinars will be recorded for later viewing. You should expect to spend 7.5 hours on the
webinars plus however much time you might need to apply what you learned to your fall courses. At
the completion of this unit, you will be able to:

Implement the AU-approved digital tools available for instruction (e.g. D2L, WebEx, Microsoft
Teams, and Echo 360).
Apply strategies that efficiently and creatively deliver instruction, increase student engagement,
and assess learning in a face to face, hybrid, or online environment.

Unit 2: Essential Elements of Hybrid & Online Delivery (June 15-19 or July 13-17)

This training will be delivered asynchronously through D2L with real-time faculty support via
Microsoft Teams. You should expect to spend at least 10 hours going through the course content
plus time you might need to apply what you learned to your fall courses. At the completion of this
unit, you will be able to:

Reflect on effective teaching strategies in traditional formats.
Convert face-to-face components for hybrid and online delivery (e.g., syllabi, lectures,
assignments, and class discussions).
Prepare courses for a seamless transition from face-to-face to flipped, hybrid, and/or online
formats.

Unit 3: Instructional Strategies for Hybrid & Online Learning (July 6-10 or July 20-
24)

This training will be delivered asynchronously through D2L with real-time faculty support via
Microsoft Teams. You should expect to spend at least 10 hours reviewing the course content plus
however much time you might need to apply what you learned to your fall courses. At the
completion of this unit, you will be able to:

Reflect on instructional design strategies in traditional formats to support student engagement.
Implement instructional design and delivery strategies to promote student engagement in hybrid
and online courses.
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Apply best practices for accessibility and usability in online education.

You may participate in any or all units in any sequence. Should you be interested in
participating in all three units, you are encouraged to take them in sequence (units 1 through 3).

Applying for Additional Pay
If you are a faculty member on a 10-month contract, you are eligible to apply for additional pay
of up to $1,500 per training unit subject to qualification (up to $4,500 total if they complete all three
units). Total earnings for the summer cannot exceed 33 percent of a faculty’s regular compensation,
consistent with USG policy. Summer compensation may include, but is not limited to, summer
teaching contract, institutional support for research, and/or payment for training.
 
Deadline to apply for additional pay is 12 p.m. Friday, June 5. There will be a second opportunity to
apply for financial support for the sessions in July. Faculty who are approved for payment will
receive it as a July paycheck. All faculty who accept this payment are committing themselves to
applying what they’ve learned to one or more courses they will teach in the fall. Participation and
implementation will be supported and assessed throughout the summer.
 
Although 12-month faculty are not eligible for additional payment, they are invited to participate
in all training units.

Registering for the Course

All faculty will be automatically enrolled in all three units, whether they applied for the
additional payment or not. Therefore, you don’t need to register to participate in this training. All you
need to do is access the link to the training in D2L on the dates you chose to participate. This link
will only become active on Friday, June 5.
 
Instructional staff who would like to participate in this training must email Rika Schoenke at
fschoenke@augusta.edu by 12 p.m. on June 5 in order to be enrolled in the course. In the email,
they should include which sessions they want to be registered for. The access link to the training is
the same as the one used by faculty.

Certification and Additional Information

If you successfully complete all three units, you will be awarded an online teaching certification by
the Center for Instructional Innovation.
 
Visit the AU instructional continuity website for more information on this training series, including
more details on each training unit.
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IPSO Clients Help Develop Rapid COVID-19 Testing
You may have seen the news that the GEM Lab in the
Department of Pathology developed an accurate and rapid
COVID-19 test that is now being used statewide. This is just one
example of international researchers who have come to AU
through the International and Postdoctoral Services Office helping
in the fight against COVID-19.
 
Dr. Ravindra Kolhe, director of the Georgia Esoteric and Molecular Laboratory (or GEM Lab), and
his team worked long hours to develop the test. It was originally available to those screened
primarily through the AU Health System’s frontline community screening initiative and the practices
of MCG physicians.
 
Thanks to equipment loaned to them from other AU labs and from the Georgia Institute of
Technology, they now have the capacity to run hundreds to thousands of test per day, including
tests from other healthcare providers and hospitals across the state.
 
The International and Postdoctoral Services Office processed the immigration paperwork to make it
possible for six of the nine members of the GEM lab, including Dr. Kolhe, to come to the United
States. Some of them are J-1 visiting researchers, while others are H-1B employees or permanent
residents. IPSO is proud to have these talented researchers working at Augusta University and
would like to thank them for all of their hard work.
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University Libraries Helped Students Unwind
At the end of every spring and fall semester, the University Libraries are usually busy providing free
food, coffee, and relaxing activities to students preparing for exams. With both of our libraries closed
for COVID-19 and our library faculty and staff working from home, we were keen to still offer our
students some way to unwind and relax during these stressful times.
 
Taking our programming to the internet, we hosted a “Virtual Finals Frenzy” (April 27-May 8) this
year. To stay in touch with students, we regularly posted on our social media, providing content
analogous to our in-person events. To complement and expand upon our social media content, we
created an online library guide (LibGuide), which collected resources on cooking, at- home exercise,
mental health, library pets, and study skills for online learning to help our students get through the
weirdest finals of their life with lower stress levels and, hopefully, some smiles.

The Cafe
Unable to offer our usual medley of nachos, pizza, assorted snacks, coffee, and tea, we converted
our in-person culinary delights into a staff cooking challenge.  Library faculty and staff made recipes
from the Libraries’ collection of e-cookbooks, sharing a photo of the finished product.  Our talented
librarian-chefs made a wide array of dishes for all tastes.  Highlights included beer bread, fresh
salsa, jerk chicken, tomato pie, and peanut butter muffins.  
 
Dr. Liana Babayan, Associate Professor within the Department of English and Foreign Languages,
Pamplin College, also shared her culinary talents with us, graciously providing videos of her
homemade lentil soup and bread for the Libraries’ social media channels. 
 
The E-Cookbook Challenge submissions also found a permanent home on our Virtual Finals Frenzy
LibGuide, where they are joined by links to quarantine cooking themed-videos on YouTube,
resources on food facts and healthy eating, and links to popular cooking shows.
 
Endorphins While Indooring
 
 Recognizing that many students are, like us, cooped up inside without regular access to physical
exercise and missing the communities offered to them by their regular gyms and fitness studios, the
LibGuide collected resources to help fill that void.  Tapping into our connections, we found local
yoga studios and Zumba instructors live-streaming classes, including AU’s own Campus
Recreation.  For students who couldn’t make live-streaming sessions, we also collected YouTube
channels with at-home workouts for individuals of all ability and fitness levels. We’re librarians, so
we were also sure to provide reliable resources on exercise and ways to safely start an exercise
regimen. 
 
Zen Zone
Traditionally, each library provides a space for students to escape and unwind during finals time.
Such spaces include jigsaw and word puzzles, color-in sheets and bookmarks, origami, scrap paper
for drawing, board games, and relaxing YouTube videos quietly playing in the background. We
united our spaces in the webiverse by having a “Zen Zone” section in the LibGuide. It includes links
to virtual coloring sites and apps, puzzling and games sites, and soothing background music. This
semester, we expanded the Zen Zone to include links to self-care strategies, mindfulness and
meditation exercises, and ASMR (autonomous sensory meridian response) videos. We sourced
links from tried and tested recommendations from colleagues and by searching for open content
from reputable sites. 
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Pet Therapy
One of our most popular in person events for Finals Frenzy
has always been a visit from the Jae-Mar-S therapy dogs. An
hour-long visit from
these furry friends gives
students a chance to
take a break and lower
their stress levels.  This
year, we couldn’t bring
the therapy dogs to our
students, so we brought
virtual pet love and pet
de-stress in the form of
our own pets!  Library
faculty and staff virtually
shared their fur-ever
friends with photos and
cheeky captions that
captured the spirit of
each furry or feathery
friend. The LibGuide
collects the photos of all
of our pets, offering an
opportunity for a quick
pet de-stress any time of
the year. Even the
Virtual Finals Frenzy
committee were

impressed with the diversity and quantity of pets collected in
our homes, so many, in fact, that we are continuing to share
our #quarantinecompanions on our social media channels! All told, the Libraries faculty and staff are
hosting 23 cats, 21 dogs, four birds, a hamster, and a gaggle of chickens.  Even those of us without
pets got in on the fun, with a cameo coming up from one librarian’s plush toys. 
 
Study Skills and Online Learning
We were aiming to reduce student stress levels with some fun, but we also know that the main
source of stress during final exams is, well, exams!  This year must have been particularly stressful,
with most students thrust into completely online learning with little warning. To support students
academically during this difficult time, we collected several resources on successful online learning. 
This section of our LibGuide is home to AU specific resources, like the Writing Center, the Math
Assistance Center, and our Academic Success Center. We also included USG resources, like Keep
Learning USG.  For students who might learn better from audiovisual materials, we collected
several YouTube videos to help students learn tactics for focusing and staying motivated, an
especially difficult task now that they’re suddenly required to be in front of a computer all the time.
 
We hope we can support students in person in fall, but until then, we plan to maintain the LibGuide,
to give students (and maybe faculty and staff) the tools to persevere with some grace and a little
joy.  Check out our guide here: https://guides.augusta.edu/VirtualFinalsFrenzy. 
 
University Libraries Virtual Finals Frenzy Committee:
 
Ali Gomez, Access Services Librarian, Robert B. Greenblatt, M.D. Library
Bettina Askew, Medical Library Associate, Robert B. Greenblatt, M.D. Library
Maranda Christy, Special Collections Assistant, Reese Library
Josette Kubicki, Reference and Instruction Librarian, Reese Library
Aspasia Luster, Senior Library Assistant, Reese Library
Lachelle Smith, Allied Health Sciences Librarian, Robert B. Greenblatt, M.D. Library
Shafer Tharrington, Research Associate, Robert B. Greenblatt, M.D. Library
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Interdisciplinary Simulation Center Adds Additional Distance Learning
Capabilities to Support Simulation-at-a-Distance
In these unprecedented times, the Augusta University
Interdisciplinary Simulation Center is continuing to adapt and
innovate to better meet the needs of our students, faculty, and
practitioners.  The current restrictions on social gatherings and
face-to-face instruction have presented a significant challenge in
the delivery of simulation education, a modality that primarily
relies on an immersive in-person environment.  However, the
ISC’s prior experiences with simulation-at-a-distance in
conjunction with recent technological innovations in response to
the pandemic, have led to the implementation of a novel simulation and audiovisual platform which
will allow many of our critical educational experiences to occur entirely at a distance.  This new
platform streamlines simulation-at-a-distance as compared to previous offerings by integrating
simulation data, video, and teleconferencing capabilities.
 
Utilizing the ISC’s LearningSpace platform, students can now participate in remote OSCEs
(Objective Structured Clinical Examinations) using a “Virtual Room”.  ISC and program staff work
together to design and implement the educational experience remotely, then at the scheduled time,
students and standardized patients log in to the virtual room and carry out the encounter as they
would in person, asking questions of the patient, directing a collaborator physically present in the
facility (i.e. a faculty member or other designated individual), and accessing clinical data.  The
students’ interactions and the associated responses occur in real-time on video, and faculty have
access to the full record of the encounter including audio, video, simulator data, and any clinical
documentation which the student completes.  Students receive feedback on their performance and
also have the option to review the record of their encounters, further enhancing the educational
experience.  This novel modality is being explored for all manner of simulation experiences, from
standardized patient OSCEs to mannequin-based simulation. 
 
“We are thrilled to bring this new technology online to stay engaged with our students and to allow
them to continue to progress clinically and educationally, even when they can’t physically be present
on campus” remarked Simulation Center Director, Justin Owen, MPH.  The ISC will being pilot
testing and training on the new system immediately.  Interested faculty are encouraged to reach out
to SimulationCenter@augusta.edu with inquiries. 
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Helping Students Learn How to Conduct Remote Interviews
In this time of social distancing, students can expect to have
increased interview experiences online via a variety of platforms. 
The Biginterview platform is an online software tool that allows
students to record their mock interviews to gain practice with
virtual interviewing.  Biginterview provides students with a huge bank of behavioral and competency
based questions to select from, including over 100 industry specific interview questions to help them
hone their content and presentation.  Additionally, students can send a link of their interview to a
Career Services consultant or mentor for additional feedback on their performance.  The system not
only provides industry specific questions but also showcases admission types of interviews for a
variety of different programs/disciplines. 
 
Anyone with a campus email address can access the Biginterview platform at
https://augusta.biginterview.com/login Faculty can also work with Career Services to create
customized, class based assignments of any length using the software.  Students can complete the
assignment and send the link or load it into their D2L section of the course. For more information,
contact us at careercenter@augusta.edu
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Now Accepting Fulbright Student Applications
The Fulbright Student Program Applications for the 2021-2022
Award Cycle are now open. While the Coronavirus has halted
Fulbright travel for the coming academic year, students
graduating in spring of 2021 are eligible to apply for the Fulbright Scholarship the year following
their graduation and the time to begin the application process is now. Graduate students and
students recently earning an undergraduate degree may apply. The campus Deadline for Fulbright
Scholarship Applications for the 2021-2022 is September 1.
 
Does your class engage students in world events or inspire critical thinking about global concerns
on a world level? If your students may be interested in hearing about opportunities to travel to
another country to do research or be an English Teaching Assistant, the Fulbright program can
schedule a virtual webinar for your class or organization.
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Advising Is Here To Help
The hallway in the Academic Advisement Center may be empty
but the advisors have been quite busy while working from home.
They worked with their current students to navigate the quick
move to online instruction Spring term, answering questions and
sharing various campus support resources to help them finish out
the term strong. After grades were posted they helped students
make changes to their Summer and Fall schedules as needed.
Advisors are now putting the finishing touches on their virtual
orientation session for the new students who will be joining us in
the fall and are steady building Fall class schedules for them as
well. They all agree that they prefer working face to face with their
students and with each other and are very  much looking forward to returning to campus in the
weeks to come to reconnect with the traditional advising support model that drew them to the
academic advisement profession as a career in higher education.
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Academic Success Center is fully operational this summer
The Academic Success Center is fully operational this summer.
Student workers are here to support faculty with online summer
courses, with some dedicated to specific courses as well as
hosting one-on-one appointments with students. 

The ASC Peer Writing and Spanish Tutors are here to assist
in every stage of the writing/speech process. Our Accounting,
Economics and the Social Sciences tutors are available to
answer questions, provide content specific tutoring, and
discuss success strategies to help you reach your academic
potential.
We have tutors taking on math, biology and chemistry courses at the ASC too. Some professors
have dedicated study times for their classes so their students can review material with the
tutors.
Tutors and peer coaching are available by appointment – just visit our ASC webpage!
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Twenty Four Honors Students Graduate This May
Twenty-four students completed honor requirements--including
writing, presenting, and defending an undergraduate thesis--and
graduated from the honors program this May. Below are the
graduating students with the topic of their theses and their faculty
adviser:

Grayson Brown (“Cyberwar? The US and China”; Adviser:
Dr. Craig Albert)
Raquel Esquivel ("Fast-Track Approach Following Heart
Surgery in Infancy and Early Childhood: Outcome Analysis
and Predictors of Failure"; Adviser: Dr. Anastasios Polimenakos)
Wayne Fang ("Characterization of a Cyclic Peptide (ADO5) as a Novel Inhibitor of the Hsp90
Chaperoning Machine"; Adviser: Dr. Ahmed Chadli)
Joanna Foley (“CBD Analysis in Oils and Foods”; Adviser: Dr. Stephanie Myers)
Victoria Gaw (“The Effect of PFOA on ERα+ and ERα- Human Breast Cancer Cell Lines”;
Adviser: Dr. Jennifer Cannon)
Emma Geister (“Fast-Track Approach Following Heart Surgery in Infancy and Early Childhood:
Outcome Analysis and Predictors of Failure”; Adviser: Dr. Anastasios Polimenakos)
Kimberly Gunby (“Identification of the CAP1-Binding Domain of Adenylyl Cyclase 3 in
Humans”; Adviser: Dr. Eugenia Sabbatini)
Rachel Hammesfahr (“Ecotoxicology of Yellow-Bellied Sliders (Trachemys scripta scripta) in
Natural Wetlands”; Adviser: Dr. Brandon Cromer)
Krista Havens (“Prehistoric Dinosaurs: An Exploration of Fact vs. Fiction Through the Creation
of Comparative Sculptural Forms”; Adviser: Dr. Jennifer Onofrio)
Jordan Hendricks (“The Relationship between Media and Public Opinion Regarding Cannabis
as an Opioid Substitute”; Adviser: Dr. Maleah Holland)
Danae Lawrence ("Evaluating the Relationships between Consumer Personality Dimensions
and Online Purchase Intentions"; Adviser: Dr. Manisha Mathur)
Ja Meyre ("Roles of Astrocyte-Derived Estrogen in the Brain"; Adviser: Dr. Darrall Brann)
Alisha Nam ("Characterization of Potential Proton Sensitive G Protein-Coupled Receptors";
Adviser: Dr. Angie Spencer)
Dalanie Nix ("LGBTQ+ College Student’s Well-being and Physical Activity"; Adviser: Dr.
Hannah Bennett)
Sinéad O'Bryant ("Diabetes Attenuation of the Estrogen-Mediated Increase in Endothelial
Function is Associated with Circulating SIRT1"; Adviser: Dr. Ryan Harris)
Connor Owen ("The Historical Emergence of Art Therapy, its Modern Day Usage, and Possible
Alternative Application"; Adviser: Dr. Jennifer Onofrio)
Chandani Patel ("Role of Extracellular Vesicle Cargo in Osteoclast Differentiation Traumatic
Brain Injury Bone Loss Mouse Model"; Adviser: Dr. Sadanand Fulzele)
Lindsay Ramos ("How Do Culturally Constructed Identities Influence Musical Preference?";
Adviser: Dr. Angela Bratton)
Josh Rutland ("Regime Type and Cyber Terrorism"; Adviser: Dr. Lance Hunter)
Dalia Saj ("Profiling the HCA Receptor Family through BRET Analysis of GPCR-G-Protein and
GPCR-Arrestin Interactions"; Adviser: Dr. Angie Spencer)
Elizabath Shabu ("Assessing Local Parks for their Infrastructure Availability and Use Along with
Physical Activity Levels of the Local Children"; Adviser: Dr. Nicole Peritore)
Arika Shaikh ("Development of Chemically Defined Culture Conditions for in vitro Expansion of
Human Wharton’s Jelly Stem Cells"; Adviser: Dr. Ali Eroglu)
Amy Trang ("The Study of 5-HT1D and 5-HT1FReceptor Interactions with G Proteins via BRET
Analysis"; Adviser: Dr. Angie Spencer)
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Travis Williams ("An Examination of Moral Panics; How the Fear of Satanism Affected Tabletop
Role-Playing Games"; Adviser: Dr. Edgar Johnson)

Special congratulations to Sinéad O'Bryant and Kirstyn Harris (fall 2019 graduate) as winners of
the Best Thesis Awards in the Sciences and Liberal Arts/Business.
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