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Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Colleagues,
 
The diverse areas within the Vice Provost for Instruction Unit share a
commitment to reducing the engagement gap between instruction and
learning.  That gap might be between the community and the University,
simulation education and in situ education, student interests and faculty
excellence, or maybe theory and practice in a CURS project.  Put differently,
wherever we sense a gap, we seek to build bridges and make connections. 
If it were indeed true that nature abhors a vacuum, it is also true that this
Unit does not care for them either! Allow me to explain.
 
Recently, a very exciting gap was eliminated when Professor Soma
Mukhopadhyay, CSM, completed her Anatomy lab book because there was no appropriate lab text
for her students using rabbits in the course.  She set about making a resource that supported her
students’ learning and to eliminate financial and practical gaps between her students’ needs and their
subsequent success by securing a development grant from the USG Affordable Learning Office,
collaborating with the Center for Instructional Innovation and through the SoTL work at Augusta
University (for information on SoTL contact Dr. Quentin Davis).  The result was the creation of an
accessible and affordable, as well as innovative, lab resource for all her students.
 
This University has a powerful engine for supporting remarkable teaching, like the example noted with
Dr. Mukhopadhyay.  Faculty and Staff will enjoy knowing that in the Center for Instructional
Innovation the designers are eager to help eliminate gaps you are experiencing for areas in teaching
a new course, introducing gaming in your instructional strategy or if you are considering distance
education as a delivery option. 
 
This team is ready to hear from you. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kelehear
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Interdisciplinary Simulation Center Partners with
MCG Department of Surgery, Delivering Innovative
Robotic Surgery Training
In a collaborative effort with the MCG Department of Surgery, the Augusta
University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center provides advanced training in
the use of the Da Vinci Xi robotic surgery system.  Now in its second year
in operation, the Da Vinci Xi simulator has provided nearly one thousand
hours of scheduled training to surgery residents and medical students
alike.

USG Goes Global Faculty Applications
DUE April 16
If you are interested in teaching on the USG Goes Global
Programs (Paris, London, Waterford, St. Petersburg,
Madrid, Scotland, Portugal, Germany, China, or Vietnam),
applications will become available on March 2.   These
completed applications are due to the USG on April 16,
2020 for consideration to teach on a 2021 program.  

Save Time When Putting Your Course Online
You’ve always taught face-to-face.  You’re crunched for time.  And you need to put your course
online.  If you’re facing this challenge, you could use the AU Course Shell to overcome it.  Created by
the Center for Instructional Innovation, the shell is a 16-week online course structure with pre-built
pages that you can modify according to your needs.  You can easily import it into an empty course in
the Learning Management System (D2L/Brightspace) and get your course up and running quickly.

Innovation Updates
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These applications also require signatures from your
chair, dean and the VP for Instruction and Innovation.    

Honors Students Presented at 2020
Georgia Collegiate Honors Council
Conference
Eleven Augusta University Honors Program students--
including nine first-time presenters-- presented posters or
papers at the 2020 Georgia Collegiate Honors Council
conference at Georgia College & State University on
Saturday, February 29.

University Libraries Celebrates Black
History Month
The University Libraries hosted several events to
celebrate Black History Month including a presentation on
African American influence on musical culture, a
documentary from English and Foreign Languages and a
presentation on Mercer Cook followed by a reception
provided by the Office of Multicultural Student
Engagement.

Reminder: Study Abroad/ Study Away
Applications Due April 1st!
The Office of Study Abroad is accepting proposals for
study abroad and study away programs to run in Fall
2020, Spring 2021 and Summer 2021.  Completed
proposals include the proposal form, contact hours,
budget, a syllabus for each course within the program and
an itinerary. New and reoccurring programs need to be
submitted in this format. 

Whats New In Student Success?
Academic Advisement has been very involved in activities
throughout campus and had advisors training as Mental
Health First Aid instructors.  Academic Success Center
shown a significant increase in student visits this year. 

Get Your Career in Gear with Career Services
Career Services will host 11 different programs, workshops and special
events for students in March.  Check the details here for everything from
the campus etiquette dinner, SuitUp event, internship programs, career
exploration and more!
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Faculty/Student Highlights

Student Epitomizes Learning by
Doing
Meet one of our hard working and highly
motivated students who epitomizes Learning by
Doing, Mr. Victor Piedra, a junior Kinesiology
major. Victor’s love for health and the human
condition have lead him pursue a Certificate of
Leadership as well as a Certification of Diversity
in Healthcare in addition to his Bachelor’s
degree.

International student to intern with
nonprofit in Washington, D.C.
This month, IPSO is featuring Junsoung “Steve”
Kim, an F-1 international student from Seoul,
South Korea. Kim is graduating from the
Masters in Public Administration (MPA) program
in May, and will be moving to Washington, D.C.
for an internship.

Forward to a friend  |  Archive

This email was sent to all Augusta University faculty. 
© 2020 Augusta University.

http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/eedmmvbns7feaxbjo0x69u?a=3&p=2436221&t=127578
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/eedmmvbns7feaxbjo0x69u?a=1&p=2436221&t=127578
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/wwa15fc8sddeaxbjo0x69u?a=3&p=2436221&t=127578
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/wwa15fc8sddeaxbjo0x69u?a=1&p=2436221&t=127578
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/fcpv1fl2t1teaxbjo0x69u?a=6&p=2436221&t=127598
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/7p9knrwszjbeaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2436221&t=127598


Teaching Matters
March 2020

View all Stories  |  View all Events  |  Submit News  |  Subscribe to Emails
Save Time When Putting Your Course Online
You’ve always taught face-to-face.  You’re crunched for time.  And
you need to put your course online.
 
If you’re facing this challenge, you could use the AU Course Shell
to overcome it.
 
Created by the Center for Instructional Innovation, the shell is a
16-week online course structure with pre-built pages that you can
modify according to your needs.  You can easily import it into an
empty course in the Learning Management System (D2L/Brightspace) and get your course up and
running quickly.
 
The ADA-compliant shell is organized into an introduction module and 16 weekly modules.  The
introduction module contains nine pages, including student resources and campus technology
pages that provide important information for your online students.  Each weekly module has five
customizable pages with prompts and tips to guide you through the development process.
 
The shell also addresses many of the Quality Matters Rubric standards.
 
If you are interested, you can read more about the AU Course Shell or download it from Box.
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Interdisciplinary Simulation Center Partners with MCG Department of
Surgery, Delivering Innovative Robotic Surgery Training
In a collaborative effort with the MCG Department of Surgery, the
Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center provides
advanced training in the use of the Da Vinci Xi robotic surgery
system.  Now in its second year in operation, the Da Vinci Xi
simulator has provided nearly one thousand hours of scheduled
training to surgery residents and medical students alike. 
According to Dr. Bao-Ling Adam, coordinator for the Department
of Surgery, the simulator is the center piece of a larger surgical
training program; learners complete an online training curriculum
prior to using the simulator within the ISC.  The simulator tracks
performance and automatically allows learners to proceed to the
next skill once they have reached a proficiency standard with the
previous, building upon each experience as they complete more
and more realistic training experiences.  Such experiences
include a training ‘sandbox’ of sorts where learners must use the
simulators sophisticated control system to manipulate everyday
objects, gaining the psychomotor skills needed to move on to
simulated surgical experiences such as a robotic
cholecystectomy.   The simulator and associated training curriculum have been so effective that
when Dr. Adam and several MCG surgical residents entered a regional surgical training competition,
they received all of first, second, third, and fourth places for their exemplary performance. 
 
Justin Owen, Simulation Center Director, remarked, “Our partnership with the department of surgery
(to bring the Da Vinci and other VR surgical trainers to the Center) has provided a wonderful
opportunity to get more learners together, and to provide them with cutting-edge training in an
extremely realistic setting.  The residents are better prepared to use the Da Vinci having completed
this curriculum, which ostensibly should yield better patient outcomes”.
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USG Goes Global Faculty Applications DUE April 16
If you are interested in teaching on the USG Goes Global
Programs (Paris, London, Waterford, St. Petersburg, Madrid,
Scotland, Portugal, Germany, China, or Vietnam), applications
will become available on March 2. 
 
These completed applications are due to the USG on April 16,
2020 for consideration to teach on a 2021 program.   These
applications also require signatures from your chair, dean and the
VP for Instruction and Innovation.    
 
Additional information can be found at:
https://www.usg.edu/international_education/usg_goes_global/faculty_resources_faqs
 
Contact Maria Darley, Director of Study Abroad, at mdarley@augusta.edu if you need more
information on this process or these programs.
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Honors Students Presented at 2020 Georgia Collegiate Honors Council
Conference
Eleven Augusta University Honors Program students--including
nine first-time presenters-- presented posters or papers at the
2020 Georgia Collegiate Honors Council conference at Georgia
College & State University on Saturday, February 29.  The
students and their presentations are listed below:
 

Grayson Brown - Cyberwar: The US and China 
Katherine Bradford - Limiting Homework in Elementary
School 
Raquel Bartlett - Enlightenment on Vaccination 
Diana Brinkman - Redefining Color: Amy Sherald's Approach to Racism in America 
Raquel Esquivel - Psychoanalysis of Edgar Allan Poe's "The Black Cat" 
Alison O'Keefe - Paranoia and Eotomania: The Pathology of the Speaker in Maud 
Brooklyn Zwinklis - Labeling Madness: An Examination into Victor Frankenstein's Abnormal
Behaviors
Chloe Johnson - Julie Blackmon's Display of Contemporary Children
Sandra Baniyev - The Toxic Epidemic 
Yudee Amanamba - An Ethical Analysis of Marvel's Black Panther Film 
Simran Hotwani - Genetically Modifying the Future of this World 
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University Libraries Celebrates Black History Month
The University Libraries hosted several events to celebrate Black
History Month. The first event was a presentation by Dr. Rosalyn
Floyd, Professor of Music at Augusta University, entitled “The
Color of Music: The African American Experience.”  She
enlightened the audience about the tremendous impact African
Americans have had on musical culture. She discussed the
origination of spirituals and the influence of African Americans on
rock and roll, R & B, and country music, noting that music has at
times been an integrating force. She mentioned specifically the
relationship between Lesley Riddle and the Carter Family. In
reflecting on the influence of African Americans on rock music, Dr. Floyd delighted those present
with video clips of Little Richard and Chuck Berry. The Office of Multicultural Student Engagement
provided refreshments for the reception afterward.
 
The second event was a screening of the documentary, Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am, in
conjunction with the Department of English and Foreign Languages. The screening was held at the
Maxwell Performing Arts Theatre and was followed by a panel discussion on the works and legacy
of Toni Morrison.
 
The final event was a presentation by Dr. Guirdex Massé, Assistant Professor of English, entitled
“Transnational Literary Engagements: Mercer Cook and Black Writing at the Midpoint of the
Twentieth Century.” Dr. Massé provided some background information about Mercer Cook and
highlighted the influence he had on other writers throughout the previous century. A brief reception,
with refreshments provided by the Office of Multicultural Student Engagement, was held in the
library lobby after Dr. Massé’s presentation.
 
In addition to the events, there were displays highlighting the achievements of African Americans on
each of the three floors of Reese Library.
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Reminder: Study Abroad/ Study Away Applications Due April 1st!
The Office of Study Abroad is accepting proposals for study
abroad and study away programs to run in Fall 2020, Spring 2021
and Summer 2021.  Completed proposals include the proposal
form, contact hours, budget, a syllabus for each course within the
program and an itinerary. New and reoccurring programs need to
be submitted in this format.  For more information contact the
Study Abroad Office or view the article on JagWire. 

This email was sent to all Augusta University faculty. 
© 2020 Augusta University.

Forward to a friend  |  Archive

http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/10y0ay1pm5leaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2436281&t=127589
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/q6phrttiq3jeaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2436281&t=127589
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/1918eo6q0rqeaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2436281&t=127589
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/1i3wrz4tjwyeaxbjo0x69u?a=6&p=2436281&t=127589
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/gpfbysdkp78eaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2436281&t=127564
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/1mfs2yowoa2eaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2436281&t=127564
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/q78twrvj8wdeaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2436281&t=127564
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/fcpv1fl2t1teaxbjo0x69u?a=6&p=2436281&t=127598
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/7p9knrwszjbeaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2436281&t=127598


Teaching Matters
March 2020

View all Stories  |  View all Events  |  Submit News  |  Subscribe to Emails
Whats New In Student Success?
Academic Advisement:

Sonya Holmes and Beunka Stephens were selected and
trained in January as Mental Health First Aid instructors.
LeeAnn Walker worked with the College of Education in
February to sponsor an “Application Signing Day” for pre
education students preparing to apply to the program for the
fall.
Roberto Aragon is supporting Student Life and Engagement
through his work with the Association of Fraternal Leadership & Values (AFLV) which exists to
accelerate progress in fraternity/sorority communities.
Kirsten Ceron, Denise Coleman, Lakenya Drayton and LeeAnn Walker represented Academic
Advisement and the Academic Success Center at the browsing session on Academic
Admissions Undergraduate Preview Day in February.

 
Academic Success Center:

The center has seen double the number of visits this semester compared to Spring Semester
2019.
ASC faculty and staff are presenting at the Association of Coaching and Tutoring Professionals
Annual Meeting in Atlanta in March on topics ranging from Progress Reports to the viability of
workshops, to peer coaching for men of color interested in the health care profession, to
reflections on their first three years and student athletes.
The bi-annual INQR Expo is coming up in March. More than 500 students across 25 sections
will be sharing their work. Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Beth Huggins
(ehuggins@augusta.edu) .
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Meet one of our hard working and highly motivated students who
epitomizes Learning by Doing, Mr. Victor Piedra, a junior
Kinesiology major. Victor’s love for health and the human
condition have lead him pursue a Certificate of Leadership as well
as a Certification of Diversity in Healthcare in addition to his
Bachelor’s degree. He became involved in Undergraduate
Research while on a volunteer event to help CURS staff with the
Costa Layman Health Fair and now works as a research assistant
under Dr. Meghan McGee-Lawrence, Cellular Biology and
Anatomy, studying skeletal structure and biomechanical strength.
Besides offering his time for numerous volunteers positions such
as the Minority Association of Pre-health Students, he is a leader
and a guide to many fellow students in his role as a resident
Assistant (RA) at Oak Hall. Victor truly is boundless. Being a first
generation student and child of migrant workers, Victor is a role
model both for other students as well as his family. We’re glad he
calls AU home and look forward to following his future
accomplishments!
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International student to intern with nonprofit in Washington,
D.C.
 
This month, IPSO is featuring Junsoung “Steve” Kim, an F-1
international student from Seoul, South Korea. Kim is graduating
from the Masters in Public Administration (MPA) program in May,
and will be moving to Washington, D.C. for an internship.
 
This profile is part of a series aimed at introducing you to some
Augusta University’s international community members who
contribute so much to our institution. The International & Postdoctoral Services Office (IPSO) serves
about 550 international employees, students, and visiting scholars.
 
Q: What was life like for you in South Korea?
A: I am from a middle-class family and grew up as an ordinary Korean guy who survived a
competitive society and went to the military. I got basic military training and was assigned to Seoul
Metro Subway Corporation (government-owned company) to secure and protect the subway
stations.
 
Q: How did you choose Steve as your American name?
A: Before I came to the U.S., my family had a meeting to give me an English name. There were
several names on the list, which were Chris, Thomas, John, Ash, and Steve, and they voted and
favored the name Steve compared to other names.
Q: What was your undergraduate degree? From which university did you graduate?
A: I got my undergraduate degree in political science from Angelo State University in Texas.
 
Q: How did you choose the Masters in Public Administration (MPA) program at AU?
A: Two years ago, I came to Georgia to help one of the congressional candidates in Augusta. I was
looking to get a master’s degree, and a lot of local people from Augusta recommended that I enroll
in the MPA program at AU.
 
Q: What extracurricular activities are you involved in?
A: I’m passionate about being involved in American and Korean politics. I had the opportunity to
work on the Texas Governor’s campaign team when I was an undergraduate student. Also, like I
mentioned before, I volunteered to work on one of the congressional candidates’ campaign teams in
2018.
 
Q: What are your plans after graduation?
A: After I graduate from the AU, I am moving to D.C. because I got an internship at The Committee
for Human Rights in North Korea, which is a nonprofit organization that monitors human rights
violations in North Korea. I have strong concerns about and a heart for North Koreans who have
been victimized by their dictatorial government.
 
Q: What do you miss most about your home country?
A: I mostly miss authentic Korean foods and my parents.
 
Q: What do you like most about living in the U.S.?
A: What I like most about the U.S. is Chick-fil-A and cheaper gas prices.
 
Q: What was the most challenging part of adjusting to life in the U.S. after you first got here?
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 A: In my case, cultural differences and language were the most delicate parts of adjusting to life in
the U.S. For example, most of the Eastern culture values collectivism and the benefits of
community. On the other hand, America’s culture is based on individualism and self-reliance.
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