Teaching Matters
February 2020

Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Colleagues,
In this newsletter, we enjoy celebrating the central role of teaching at
Augusta University. Wherever it is that we find ourselves connecting with
students, in one way or another we find ourselves teaching. It is this notion
of connecting with students, engagement, where significant opportunities for
learning and teaching happen best. Of course, engagement happens across
the campus in all the spaces that students occupy. We engage with
students in curricular spaces. We connect with them in co-curricular places.
Sometimes we even connect in parking lots as we all search for that ever
elusive open space. But what is absolutely certain is that meaningful
connections matter to student persistence and success. Similarly, I know that
my best teaching is often associated with the significant relationships I share with students, that they
share with each other, that they share with the course content. When students know that their
content matters, that the teaching matters, and that they matter, then they will be likely be successful.
Conversely, students who are alone, who see no relevance of the course to their future, are likely not
to persist. With these realities in mind, I say again “Thank you.” Thank you for every positive
influence you have on students as you teach in a way that matters. Thank you for taking time to build
relationships with your students and for inviting them to connect to each other. And, thank you for
letting students know that they matter.
Sincerely,
Zach Kelehear

Call for Study Abroad/Study Away Proposals for 2020/2021
Proposals for study abroad and study away programs to run in the Fall 2020, Spring 2021, and
Summer 2021 are due to the study abroad committee on April 1st, 2020.

Innovation Updates
Nursing Students Gain Critical Experience with Mental
Health Simulation
A patient sits in an exam room, anxiously awaiting a visit with their mental
health provider. A mental health nurse enters and engages with them, using
therapeutic communication skills and clinical training to help allay their fears
and develop a treatment plan. The unfolding interaction is challenging and
tense at times, but ultimately the nurse’s training yields a positive outcome for
both patient and provider.

Gamification in an Educational Setting
Gamification in an education setting is more than just
creating games for your students. It is about engaging
them and motivating them to learn. That is what Dr.
Andrew Goss, Chair of the Department of History,
Anthropology, and Philosophy, and Dr. Sandrine Catris,
assistant professor of history, did when creating a
Reacting to the Past game about the Warring States

Period in China with the help of instructional designers from the Center of Instructional Innovation.

Don't Worry! The Libraries Were Not
Compromised!
Recent developments in global politics brought about a hacking
incident to the Federal Depository Library Program’s website. The
incident occurred on Saturday, January 4, and resulted in a 24-hour
shutdown of the site. The hack did not compromise any of their
data and the resource is back online; nor did it compromise any of
the University Libraries’ data. But why is this important?

Annual Campus Job Fairs this Month
Career Services will host the annual JAGUAR JOB FAIR
for students, alumni and community members interested
in seeking part-time, full-time, internship, volunteer or
seasonal needs with over 65 employers in business,
healthcare, technology, government, non-profit and more.

Whats New In Student Success?
Data from Fall 2019 Progress Reports reveals a record
number of faculty responses and we reached 50% of the
students included. Overall, those who visited the ASC
were more likely to return this term, earning higher GPAs
and more credit hours than those who did not. The Spring
Progress Reports will be heading to faculty in the first
week of February and we hope to continue connect with
more students to keep them progressing toward their
degree.

National AHEC Received Additional Funding
In late December, Congress appropriated $41.25 million to the Area
Health Education Center network, a funding level that will take effect in
September. It is a $2 million dollar increase from the current amount.
AHECs were formed in the 1970s to help meet the needs of diverse
populations through healthcare workforce development, particularly for
those in underserved areas.

Faculty/Student Highlights

IPSO: Visiting Scholar Conducts
Vascular Smooth Muscle Research

Honors Students Break a Record
of Thesis Projects

This month, IPSO is featuring Olufunke Arishe,
a J-1 exchange visitor from Benin City, Nigeria.
Arishe came to Augusta University in April of
2018 to conduct research in the Department of
Physiology. She is working on her PhD in
Physiology at the University of Benin.

Honors program students have initiated twentynine new thesis projects this semester. Joining
thirty-nine other projects already in progress,
the program now has a record sixty-eight
projects in progress. These theses represent
students from six different colleges.

Mental Health First Aid Instructors
On January 16th we graduated 16 new Mental Health First Aid Instructors after a 3
day intensive training and certification in Macon. We now have 30 Mental Health
First Aid Instructors certified around the state, and welcome several new AU staff
and faculty to our group!
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Call for Study Abroad/Study Away Proposals for 2020/2021
Proposals for study abroad and study away programs to run
in the Fall 2020, Spring 2021, and Summer 2021 are due to
the study abroad committee on April 1st, 2020.
If you are interested in submitting a proposal for a study abroad or
a study away program you can find all of the forms at the
following link:
http://www.augusta.edu/studyabroad/forfaculty.php
Completed proposals include the completed proposal form, contact hours form, budget form, a
course syllabus for each course associated with the program, and an itinerary. Please remember
that new and reoccurring programs need to be submitted in this format.
Study Abroad proposals are for credit bearing and clinical experiences outside of the United States,
while Study Away proposals are for credit bearing experiences within the United States.
Conversations about these proposals should start in your department as they will require signatures
from your chair, appropriate committees, and the Dean’s office before coming to the study abroad
committee, but the study abroad office is here to help should you have additional questions.
If you are interested in teaching on the USG Goes Global Programs (Paris, London,
Waterford, St. Petersburg, Madrid, Scotland, Portugal, Germany, China, or Vietnam),
applications will become available in March.
These completed applications are due to the USG on April 16, 2020 for consideration to teach on a
2021 program. These applications also require signatures from your chair, dean and the VP for
Instruction and Innovation.
More details will follow in the next newsletter.
Contact Maria Darley, Director of Study Abroad, at mdarley@augusta.edu if you need more
information on this process or these programs.
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Nursing Students Gain Critical Experience with Mental Health
Simulation
A patient sits in an exam room, anxiously awaiting a visit with their
mental health provider. A mental health nurse enters and
engages with them, using therapeutic communication skills and
clinical training to help allay their fears and develop a treatment
plan. The unfolding interaction is challenging and tense at times,
but ultimately the nurse’s training yields a positive outcome for
both patient and provider.
The scenario is real, but the patient is not. The nurse is a student
in one of Augusta University College of Nursing’s Mental Health
Nursing courses. The carefully designed mental health scenarios,
which include a patient suffering from depression and another
with acute psychosis, utilize standardized patients or SPs. SPs
are specially trained actors who may portray the patient in any
number of different clinical scenarios, from a well patient exam to
a critical illness. They are skilled both in simulating clinical
findings and in portraying the complex emotional and
interpersonal factors involved in patient care. The activity is
augmented by an array of simulation technology, allowing for the observation and replay of the
experience, and supporting an in depth debriefing at the conclusion of the experience.
Standardized patients are one of a myriad of diverse simulation modalities that represent a
departure from traditional mannequin-based methods.
The use of standardized patients is one of the most realistic ways to simulate a mental health
nursing encounter and is now regularly utilized within the Augusta University Interdisciplinary
Simulation Center in cooperation with the MCG Department of Clinical Skills. Students, too,
recognize the value of using SPs for mental health nursing training, and have provided and
overwhelming number of positive comments:
“The person to person interaction really helped me relate it to actual patients”
“I am so excited, and more confident in my skills for mental health clinical”
“The actors were phenomenal and provided constructive feedback at the end of the day”
The Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center continues to pursue innovation in
simulation education through multiple modalities, providing novel opportunities to prepare our
students for their healthcare careers.
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Gamification in an Educational Setting
Gamification in an education setting is more than just creating
games for your students. It is about engaging them and
motivating them to learn.
That is what Dr. Andrew Goss, Chair of the Department of History,
Anthropology, and Philosophy, and Dr. Sandrine Catris, assistant
professor of history, did when creating a Reacting to the Past
game about the Warring States Period in China with the help of
instructional designers from the Center of Instructional Innovation.
In Reacting to the Past games, students take on the role of historical characters to learn about their
values and beliefs. To win the game, they must engage with others and complete the goals specific
to their characters.
To learn about how the first iteration of the Warring States game came to fruition, watch this video
testimonial about the collaboration between the history department and the Center for Instructional
Innovation.
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Don't Worry! The Libraries Were Not Compromised!
Recent developments in global politics brought about a hacking
incident to the Federal Depository Library Program’s website.
The incident occurred on Saturday, January 4, and resulted in a
24-hour shutdown of the site. The hack did not compromise any
of their data and the resource is back online; nor did it
compromise any of the University Libraries’ data. But why is this
important?
The Government Publishing Office (GPO), is the world’s largest
publisher. It maintains a partnership with the National Institute of
Health and publishes resources found in PubMed, PubMed Labs,
MedlinePlus, and ClinicalTrials.Gov. The GPO also provides free
public access to selected publications through their Federal
Depository Library Program (FDLP). Although the U. S.
Government has been making documents available through
selected libraries since 1813, the Federal Depository Library
Program (FDLP) wasn’t officially created until 1895. As of 2018,
there are 1,141 depository libraries in the United States and its
territories. In Georgia alone there are 23; that number includes the University of Georgia, Georgia
Tech, Emory University, and Augusta University.
Reese Library was designated as a Federal depository library in 1962 and provides access to both
print and electronic Government documents. The Government Information print collection is housed
on the second floor of Reese Library. It contains print materials relevant to the government, the
University’s mission, and the surrounding geographic area. The entirety of the GPO’s digital
publications is available electronically through the databases page on the Libraries’ website. The
Government Information staff, Jann Marie Chandler and David Kearns, create regular displays
featuring topical government documents and are always eager to assist patrons with inquiries.
Oftentimes, depending on the subject matter of the course, librarians highlight government
documents as primary sources during class instruction.
Augusta University and the surrounding community is fortunate to have access to this plethora of
Government information. This recent hack, however, has reinforced the necessity of being diligent
when using web-based resources, even when conducting research. It also affirmed the need for
security on library systems. The University Libraries, in accordance with other Augusta University
web access points, utilizes multi-factor authentication. To access electronic information through the
Libraries’ website from off-campus, users must log in using their JagNet ID and password and
authenticate with Duo. The Libraries encourage the use of Government Information in research.
Just as in using other websites, however, users must be safe.

This email was sent to all Augusta University faculty.
© 2020 Augusta University.
Forward to a friend | Archive

Teaching Matters
February 2020
View all Stories | View all Events | Submit News | Subscribe to Emails

Annual Campus Job Fairs this Month
Career Services will host the annual JAGUAR JOB FAIR for
students, alumni and community members interested in seeking
part-time, full-time, internship, volunteer or seasonal needs with
over 65 employers in business, healthcare, technology,
government, non-profit and more. Graduate Schools will also be
present.
The event takes place from 11am-2pm at Christenberry
Fieldhouse, 3109 Wrightsboro Road on Valentines’ Day, February 14.
Resumes and professional dress expected and details of employers attending and more located
at www.augusta.edu/careerservices.
The College of Education and Career Services will jointly host the CSRA K12 FAIR on February 25
from 3:30-5pm in the JSAC Ballroom.
This event will link those seeking teaching and administrative roles in K12 with local/area school
districts
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Whats New In Student Success?
Data from Fall 2019 Progress Reports reveals a record number of
faculty responses and we reached 50% of the students included.
Overall, those who visited the ASC were more likely to return this
term, earning higher GPAs and more credit hours than those who
did not. The Spring Progress Reports will be heading to faculty in
the first week of February and we hope to continue connect with
more students to keep them progressing toward their degree.
Peer tutoring and coaching schedules are available on the ASC
webpage https://www.augusta.edu/academicsuccess/
Mindset Modules for faculty and students are now live! Please visit
https://www.augusta.edu/academicsuccess/modules.php for an overview of this hot topic.
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National AHEC Received Additional Funding
In late December, Congress appropriated $41.25 million to the Area
Health Education Center network, a funding level that will take effect in
September. It is a $2 million dollar increase from the current amount.
AHECs were formed in the 1970s to help meet the needs of diverse
populations through healthcare workforce development, particularly for
those in underserved areas. AHECs work with strategic partners in
accomplishing this goal by:
● Promoting health careers to high school students.
● Enhancing healthcare workforce quality with its AHEC Scholars program.
● Supporting rural and underserved clinical rotation experiences for health professions students.
● Offering academic enrichment opportunities for undergraduate students planning to enter the
healthcare field.
● Providing healthcare professional development at the local, state and national level.
AHECs are administered through the federal government’s Bureau of Health Workforce, a division
of the Health Resources and Services Administration.
“With our reach of more than 700,000 program participants last year, AHECs have demonstrated
that they make a measurable difference in their communities’ well-being,” said Christina Mathis,
president of the National AHEC Organization. “We are encouraged that policymakers recognize the
value of our mission and work. We believe this funding increase reflects a confidence that we’ll
continue to effectively address workforce challenges to better meet the healthcare needs of rural
and underserved areas.”
More than 300 AHEC regional and program offices serve 85 percent of the nation’s counties, and
AHECs have a presence in 46 states.
Learn more about the National AHEC Organization at www.nationalahec.org.
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IPSO: Visiting Scholar Conducts Vascular Smooth Muscle Research
IPSO Spotlight: Visiting scholar from Nigeria conducts
vascular smooth muscle research
This month, IPSO is featuring Olufunke Arishe, a J-1 exchange
visitor from Benin City, Nigeria. Arishe came to Augusta University
in April of 2018 to conduct research in the Department of
Physiology. She is working on her PhD in Physiology at the
University of Benin.
This profile is part of a series aimed at introducing you to some
Augusta University’s international community members who
contribute so much to our institution. The International &
Postdoctoral Services Office (IPSO) serves about 550 international employees, students, and
visiting scholars.
Q: What was life like for you growing up? Tell me a story about your life in your home
country.
A: I grew up in a family of seven – my parents and four other siblings. I was the middle child, which
was a delicate position to be in: too young to be an adult and too old to be a child. I remember when
I was eight years old and my mum had another baby, I was so excited about having a younger
sibling to take care of. I became protective of her and the experience taught me how to be
responsible.
Q: When did you first become interested in your field?
A: I was properly introduced to science in high school, with biology being a compulsory subject. I
became very interested in how systems of organisms work and what causes dysfunction in disease
states.
Q: Tell me about your academic background.
A: I got my Bachelor of Science in Physiology at the University of Benin in 2010 and proceeded for
my one-year compulsory national service in Nigeria. I also got my Master of Science degree at the
University of Benin in 2015. That same year, I applied for the PhD program in the Department of
Physiology at the University of Benin.
Q: What brought you to the United States?
A: I came to the United States as an exchange visitor in the Department of Physiology in the
Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University. I was a second year PhD Student at my home
university (University of Benin), where I was also a lecturer in the Department of Physiology. I came
to the United States to conduct vascular smooth muscle research in health and hypertension in
partial fulfillment of my doctorate degree.
Q: Tell me about your research / work here at AU.
A: Back home in Nigeria, I’ve been researching the roles of vascular endothelium in the
maintenance of blood flow, and this was extended when I moved to Dr. Clinton Webb’s lab at
Augusta University in May 2018. I continued the research here by studying the role of
mechanotransduction in the vascular response to increase in shear stress and consequent
remodeling. I am currently working with isolated uterine arteries of virgin, pseudo-pregnant,
pregnant and preeclamptic rats and mice. I also work with mesenteric resistance arteries and aortas
of normotensive and hypertensive rats.
Q: Have you won any awards or grants, or received special recognition for something that
you’d like to mention?

A: I won a travel grant in 2018 from the Physiological Society to visit Dr. Webb’s laboratory at
Augusta University. I also got the award of Best Oral Presenter at the 38th Physiological Society of
Nigeria (PSN) Conference in Zaria, Nigeria.
Q: What do you miss most about your home country?
A: I miss my family the most, and I also miss the structured life I left behind.
Q: What do you like most about living in the U.S.?
A: Freedom! Specifically, I like the generosity, the open-mindedness and the warm reception
extended towards me. Generally, I love U.S. diversity, the rule of law, the standard of living, the
regard and value for life, and the unending thirst for knowledge.
Q: What was the most difficult part of adjusting to life in the U.S. after you first got here?
A: Cultural differences. But the most difficult one is the use of English as a means of
communication. The difference in dialect – at the beginning – resulted in difficulty in communicating
effectively.
Q: Is there anything else you’d like to add?
A: I am really excited to experience the culture in the U.S. It is very rich, multifaceted, and exotic to
me. I came from a communal culture where your business is everyone’s business; it’s refreshing to
experience a culture that puts lots of emphasis on respecting people’s boundaries.

This email was sent to all Augusta University faculty.
© 2020 Augusta University.
Forward to a friend | Archive

Teaching Matters
February 2020
View all Stories | View all Events | Submit News | Subscribe to Emails

Honors Students Break a Record of Thesis Projects
Honors program students have initiated twenty-nine new thesis
projects this semester. Joining thirty-nine other projects already in
progress, the program now has a record sixty-eight projects in
progress. These theses represent students from six different
colleges and faculty advisers from the following programs and
departments:
Summerville departments and programs:
History
Anthropology
Biology
Psychology
English
Chemistry and Physics
Mathematics
Social Sciences
Music
Communication
Hull College of Business
Forest Hills department: Kinesiology
Cyber Institute department: Computer and Cyber Sciences
Health Sciences departments and programs:
Opthalmology
Cellular Biology and Anatomy
Oral Biology, Medical Illustration
Neurology
Cardiothoracic Surgery
Physical Therapy
Periodontics
Pharmacology and Toxicology
Physiological and Technological Nursing
Molecular Oncology
Neuroscience and Regenerative Medicine
Interdisciplinary Health Sciences
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Georgia Prevention Institute
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Mental Health First Aid Instructors
On January 16th we graduated 16 new Mental Health First Aid Instructors after a 3
day intensive training and certification in Macon. We now have 30 Mental Health
First Aid Instructors certified around the state, and welcome several new AU staff
and faculty to our group!
Current instructors available at AU include:
a.
Denise Kornegay, Associate Dean, AHEC / MCG
b.
Erin Mundy, Director of Community Based Training, AHEC
/MCG
c.
Dr. Kathryn Martin, Associate Dean of Regional Campuses,
MCG
d.
Dayna Seymore, Department of Family Medicine, MCG
e.
Aregnail Darrington, Georgia Cancer Center
f.
Sonya Holmes, Academic Advisement
g.
Paula Owens, Academic Success Center
h.
Beunka Stephens, Academic Advisement
To request training, please contact Denise Kornegay at dkornega@augusta.edu
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