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Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Colleagues,
 
In our Instruction and Innovation unit, we share an understanding that
Teaching Matters and in that understanding we remain committed to building
positive learning spaces, both curricular and co-curricular. This spirit of
positivity reveals itself also when we talk about having a Momentum
Approach at Augusta University. With this approach, we help students
cultivate a growth mindset, make purposeful choices, and discover a career
pathway… all of which, when working together, lead to a successful college
experience.  In this spirit, one of the goals of the Momentum Approach
project was to create four year term by term program maps for each
undergraduate program. Academic departments worked with Abigail
Drescher, Student Retention Manager, to create the maps on the Augusta University website. The
maps are designed to enhance advising conversations throughout the academic journeys of our
students. The maps clearly outline to students how they can complete a degree in four years and also
include co-curricular activities to enhance their experiences at Augusta University. Instructions for
using the maps are included on the website. Program maps will be updated annually as changes are
made to programs and new programs are created. We hope students and advisors alike will find
these maps useful. A heartfelt Thank You goes out to the academic departments for their hard work
on this project!
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kelehear
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Third Year Medical Students Benefit from
Integrated Point of Care Ultrasound During
Simulation
MCG Educational Simulation conducted their annual Third Year
Intersession exercise within the Augusta University
Interdisciplinary Simulation center on December 13th and
16th 2019.  The event was attended by roughly 200 third year
medical students.  Providing students with the opportunity to hone
their clinical skills and reasoning, this event included a simulation
of a patient with abdominal pain from an abdominal aortic
aneurysm, commonly known as a AAA or “triple-A”. 
 

Finals Frenzy at University Libraries
Finals Frenzy retuned to the University Libraries this Fall,
with numerous fun, relaxing, and nourishing activities to
help students take a break, breathe, and caffeinate during
a stressful week.  This programming, generously
supported by Student Activity Fees, took place at both
libraries December 6th through 13th, with each library
putting a unique spin on helping students de-stress. 

What's New in Student Success
Augusta University opened a chapter of Tau Sigma National Transfer Student
Honor Society in academic year 2018-19 with 42 members.  Students are
eligible if they have at least one full year of credits at a previous college and
earn 3.5 or higher in their first semester at Augusta University.  We look
forward to sending out invitations to transfer students who entered Summer or
Fall semester 2019.

 

AHEC Simulation and Trainings
During November, the AHEC Program Office sponsored a Poverty
Simulation for the M-1 class at Medical College of Georgia.  This was

Innovation Challenge Pitch Competition
The Center for Instructional Innovation at the Augusta University is pleased to announce its inaugural
Innovation Challenge Pitch Competition that will take place during January 27-April 17, 2020. The
competition aims to provide innovative, creative, and entrepreneurial solutions for a significant
healthcare challenge that affects the quality of lives of hundreds of thousands of patients. Student
teams under faculty advisement are invited to participate in this Challenge Competition with a $5,000
prize fund and offer a creative and innovative solution to the challenge. The competition will open for
registration January 27, 2020 and will culminate in an authentic business pitch ceremony where the
teams will showcase their innovative solutions, ideas, and technologies to a captivated audience and
a panel of esteemed judges on April 17, 2020.

Innovation Updates
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held over 2 sessions for 190 medical students and was designed to
allow students to understand more fully the choices made when one
lives at or near federal poverty levels.  We will be hosting this again
in February at Georgia Southern University.

Are Your Students Learning By Doing?
Are your students Learning by Doing? The AU office of
Instruction and Innovation supports and recognizes
faculty whose courses engage student in hands-on
learning.  For more information or to designate your
course(s) as experiential, please contact Quentin Davis at
juldavis@augusta.edu.
 

Study Abroad Reminders
The Study Abroad Office would like to remind faculty if
they are traveling with students abroad, the students must
register with the study abroad office.  This includes non-
credit/ academic experiences such as site visits,
conferences, etc.  Please reach out to he study abroad
office at least 1 month prior to travel.  Also, some
deadlines for registration for study abroad/away programs
have been extended to the end of January.
 

Faculty/Student Highlights
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National AHEC Organizations
Member Spotlight
Denise Kornegay, Director, Georgia Statewide
AHEC Program, was chosen as the National
AHEC Organizations Member Spotlight for
December. This allowed Georgia’s AHEC to be
recognized across the nation for the work it is
accomplishing. 

Honors Students Awarded
vouchers through Student
Research Program
Thirteen honors program students were
awarded $1000 vouchers through the Student
Research Program (SRP). The SRP is an
initiative funded by the Augusta University
Provost office, intended to encourage
outstanding research, scholarship, and creative
activities by AU Students. 

JagVenture Pitch Contest Winners
Through the joint efforts of CURS, the Office of
Interdisciplinary Research, and the Office of
Innovation and Commercialization, two students
were awarded as the first JagVenture Pitch
contest winners.  Students Anish Sangari and
Nitish Sood pitched the idea for their invention
of a smart tray that assist patients with
medication adherence utilizing Wi-Fi, weighted
sensors to ensure accurate and safe dosage.

IPSO Student's Journey to
Graduating Together Featured in
Jagwire
This month, IPSO is featuring Linah Shahoumi
and Mohamed Meghil, who both recently
completed the PhD in Oral Biology &
Maxillofacial Pathology program in The Dental
College of Georgia.  Shahoumi and Meghil, who
met in their home country of Libya and married
in 2009, initially came to Augusta University in
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Innovation Challenge Pitch Competition
The Center for Instructional Innovation at the Augusta University
is pleased to announce its inaugural Innovation Challenge Pitch
Competition that will take place during January 27-April 17, 2020.
The competition aims to provide innovative, creative, and
entrepreneurial solutions for a significant healthcare challenge
that affects the quality of lives of hundreds of thousands of
patients. Student teams under faculty advisement are invited to
participate in this Challenge Competition with a $5,000 prize fund
and offer a creative and innovative solution to the challenge. The competition will open for
registration January 27, 2020 and will culminate in an authentic business pitch ceremony where the
teams will showcase their innovative solutions, ideas, and technologies to a captivated audience
and a panel of esteemed judges on April 17, 2020.
 
The challenge in our inaugural competition focuses on a significant discomfort, distress, and anxiety
caused by the use of colostomy bags that is used by patients of all ages all over the world. For
some, these bags are temporary in nature, but for the rest, they are permanently following them
through the rest of their lives. Competition teams will be provided with a framed challenge and
guidance in a form of a case study and invited to offer their solutions born from incredible
imagination and genuine creativity.
 
We encourage and challenge Augusta University faculty to develop and encourage interdisciplinary
student group formations. By encouraging students to join this competition, we can foster creativity
and disruptive innovation at Augusta University and offer incredible real-world solutions to enhance
patient quality-of-life.  
 
Competition Timeline:
Registration opens last week of January 27, 2020
Registration closes February 7, 2020
 
Mandatory Information Sessions:

Introduction to the Challenge - Wednesday, February 12, 2020 
Creative Problem Solving - Wednesday, February 26, 2020
Innovation and Entrepreneurship - Wednesday, March 11, 2020

Business Model Canvas Submission - April 10, 2020
Business Pitch Competition - Friday, April 17, 2020 
 
We are thrilled to support this opportunity for our students, faculty, and patients. For more
information, please contact the leadership of the Innovation Challenge Pitch Competition: Dr. Vahé
Heboyan (vheboyan@augusta,.edu), Professor Scott Thorp (scott.thorp@augusta.edu), and Ms.
Lynsey Ekema (lekema@augusta.edu). 
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Third Year Medical Students Benefit from Integrated Point of Care
Ultrasound During Simulation
MCG Educational Simulation conducted their annual Third Year
Intersession exercise within the Augusta University
Interdisciplinary Simulation center on December 13th and
16th 2019.  The event was attended by roughly 200 third year
medical students.  Providing students with the opportunity to hone
their clinical skills and reasoning, this event included a simulation
of a patient with abdominal pain from an abdominal aortic
aneurysm, commonly known as a AAA or “triple-A”. 
 
An important diagnostic tool in this case was the point of care
ultrasound, which is an ultrasound performed at the patient’s
bedside for rapid identification of anatomical structures and
pathological features.  The students used ultrasound to identify
the enlarged aorta and then managed the patient accordingly. 
However, this ultrasound was not performed on a live patient but
rather on the high-tech computerized simulators of the Augusta
University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center. 
 
To provide this experience, a specialized ultrasound simulation system, “SonoSim”, was utilized. 
SonoSim works with specialized ‘tags’ applied to the ISC’s simulators to incorporate this critical
functionality.  The tags use radio-frequency identification (RFID) technology and an RFID ultrasound
probe to provide an ultrasound image on a computer screen.  Students simply applied the
SonoSim’s probe to the tags on the mannequin, adjusted the angle of the probe and obtained “live”
clinical images.  This innovative approach allows simulations conducted in the ISC to more closely
approximate live patient care, where bedside ultrasound is regularly utilized as a diagnostic tools to
provide efficient and quality patient care. 
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Finals Frenzy at University Libraries
Finals Frenzy retuned to the University Libraries this Fall, with numerous fun, relaxing, and
nourishing activities to help students take a break, breathe, and caffeinate during a stressful week. 
This programming, generously supported by Student Activity Fees, took place at both libraries
December 6th through 13th, with each library putting a unique spin on helping students de-stress. 
 

Greenblatt Library placed a strong emphasis on caffeine, feeding the habit
of our students with free coffee, tea, and cider all day, every day. Over 400
students stopped by throughout the week.  Greenblatt also provided
breakfast and snacks most days, with an assist from the Graduate Student
Government Association, who generously provided ramen, Easy Mac, and
other tasty treats for students during the week.  Reese’s own Reese Café
provided Summerville students with the same chance to treat themselves to
a warm beverage and a snack or two. 

 
Food was also a popular event at both libraries.  Reese’s Nacho Night was an outstanding success,
as it has been since its introduction in Fall 2018. Over 90 students participated and received a free
bowl of nachos with their choice of plain nacho cheese, veggie nacho cheese, or beefy nacho
cheese. Students then customized their nachos with a variety of toppings: bacon bits, jalapeño
slices, sour cream, salsa, corn, black beans, green onions, and guacamole.  Students routinely refer
to this event as “dope” and “amazing.”
 
Greenblatt faculty and staff took an assembly-free approach, offering pizza again this year.  Over
150 students stopped by on December 10th to grab a slice (or two, or three, or four…), dessert, and
drinks.  Faculty and staff enjoyed chatting with the students about their
exams and bonding over cheesy gluten-filled slices.  All-in-all, students
went through 420 Papa John’s slices and 14 trays of cookies and
brownies. 
When we weren’t feeding students, both libraries brought back the ever
popular therapy dogs, enjoyed by faculty, staff, and students alike. 
Everyone could be seen taking a break from all manner of academic effort
to pet a dog (or three). 
 
Reese Library also provided our students with a chance to put together
some take home goodies.  Build Your Own Finals Frenzy Pack
(affectionately dubbed as “BYOFF Pack”) drew a hefty crowd of 85 students
eager to acquire free supplies and treats to help them get through their
finals week. This event, in collaboration with Student Life Engagement,
provided students with the chance to fill a bag with all manner of goodies: from stationary delights to
Rice Krispies Treats! Tina Kenyon and Jarquaveon Ellison were instrumental in ensuring this event
ran smoothly.
 

Both libraries were keen to offer students a designated space to take a
much needed break from studying and relax a little.  Reese converted the
library classroom into a “De-Stress Zone,” including a variety of puzzles,
coloring sheets, word searches, and other activities for student use. 
Greenblatt’s CTL became a “Zen Den,” complete with games and puzzles,
coloring books, paint, a bubble wrap popping station, mental health
literature (courtesy of the GSGA) and soothing nature videos on the big
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screen.  Due to the effort of Tonya Dority at Reese and Bettina Askew as Greenblatt, both spaces
were an oasis of calm during a chaotic week.   
 
Libraries faculty and staff love the opportunity to provide students with a refuge from the stress of
finals week and can’t wait to do it again in the Spring!
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What's New in Student Success
Augusta University opened a chapter of Tau Sigma National Transfer Student
Honor Society in academic year 2018-19 with 42 members.  Students are
eligible if they have at least one full year of credits at a previous college and
earn 3.5 or higher in their first semester at Augusta University.  We look
forward to sending out invitations to transfer students who entered Summer or
Fall semester 2019.

Academic Advisement advisors expanded their skills working with our EAB
consultant on best practices, earning Mental Health First Aid certifications (two
advisors were selected for trainer certification), and participating with division
colleagues in the Georgia Cyber Center’s Cybersecurity Awareness workshop.
 
Our annual Dean’s List Celebration will be held on Wednesday, January 15, 2020, 10:30 AM –
12:30 PM in the JSAC Coffeehouse.  Students will receive hand-signed certificates while enjoying
refreshments and conversations with their major professors and deans. Please join us if you can.
 For more information, please contact Elizabeth Huggins at ehuggins@augusta.edu. 
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AHEC Simulation and Trainings
During November, the AHEC Program Office sponsored a Poverty
Simulation for the M-1 class at Medical College of Georgia.  This was
held over 2 sessions for 190 medical students and was designed to
allow students to understand more fully the choices made when one
lives at or near federal poverty levels.  We will be hosting this again
in February at Georgia Southern University.
 
Also during November and December, the AHEC provided Mental
Health First Aid at 6 sites around the state; two of these were at
Augusta University. The first was held for the Division of Academic
Success on the Summerville campus, and the second was held for
the Department of Occupational Therapy as well as others.  In total,
we provided training to certify 50 Mental Health First Aid providers on the AU campuses.
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Are Your Students Learning By Doing?
Are your students Learning by Doing? The AU office of Instruction
and Innovation supports and recognizes faculty whose courses
engage student in hands-on learning.  For more information or to
designate your course(s) as experiential, please contact Quentin
Davis at juldavis@augusta.edu.
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Study Abroad Reminders
The Study Abroad Office would like to remind faculty if they are
traveling with students abroad, the students must register with the
study abroad office.  This includes non-credit/ academic
experiences such as site visits, conferences, etc.  Please reach
out to he study abroad office at least 1 month prior to travel.  Also,
some deadlines for registration for study abroad/away programs
have been extended to the end of January.
 
Encourage your students to participate in our amazing
experiences.
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National AHEC Organizations Member Spotlight
Denise Kornegay, Director, Georgia Statewide AHEC Program,
was chosen as the National AHEC Organizations Member
Spotlight for December. This allowed Georgia’s AHEC to be
recognized across the nation for the work it is accomplishing. 
 
The following is the text of the article:
 
How long have you been an NAO member?
Since the beginning of NAO in 1997
What membership benefits do you value and why? 
Communications about what is going on in other states,
networking, data analytics.
What is your organization’s vision/mission? 
MISSION: Support the recruitment, education, training and
retention of a diverse health professions workforce throughout
Georgia.
How is your program/center achieving your mission? (What
type of programs do you have that you’d like others to know about?)
RECRUITMENT
Expose students to health careers and develop intent to pursue post-secondary education in
primary healthcare professions. (#s from FY 19) 

22,214 total participants in 430 regional AHEC activities and programs
3,532 video views. Our Health Careers videos allow students, teachers and adults to see
opportunities in many fantastic careers: http://www.augusta.edu/ahec/careers/index.php
MANUAL: “Health Careers in Georgia” is a comprehensive guide to health careers created for
all individuals interested in a healthcare profession: https://www.foothillsahec.org/health-
careers-in-georgia-2019-2021

TRAIN

facilitated 4,507 total student rotations
served 2,450 students
provided 722,563 clinical training hours
1,364 preceptors; 121 Georgia counties have preceptors training students in community based
clinical training sites.
2,857 Rotations in Primary Care Setting; 1,650 Rotations in Non-Primary Care Setting
Supported Travel and Housing for 3,024 rotations
PRECEPTOR TAX INCENTIVE PROGRAM (PTIP)- The AHEC Program Office certifies tax
credits to non-compensated community based physicians, APRNs, and PAs who precept
medical, APRN, and/or PA students from eligible Georgia programs; details can be found here.
AHEC Scholars:  Our 2 year syllabus is housed in Google Classroom, with each of our 6
centers having flexibility on when their region begins each year.  Special highlights include
achievement of Mental Health First Aid Certification during the behavioral health integration
module for all AHEC Scholars. 

RETAIN

5,040 continuing education participants; 1,624 participants indicated hours were necessary to
meet clinical licensure requirements

http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/sodam1yiz5beaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2069192&t=127589
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http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/kssl7n53j7qeaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2069192&t=127564
http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/no9vbdd28qkeaxbjo0x69u/external?a=6&p=2069192&t=127564


Provided 39,629 CME/CEU credit hours
Mental Health First Aid:  Have trained 15 instructors to date to lead training programs across the
state, targeting health professions students, health professions faculty, and clinical training
sites.  State appropriations were secured to expand this effort to train an additional 16
instructors and expand our training capacity.  Our goal is to train +/- 600 of our target audience
as certified Mental Health First Aiders each year.
414 AHEC supported health professions students completed their educational programs and
returned to practice within the supporting AHEC region this year.

Is your region primarily designated as frontier, rural, urban, or metro? 
We are primarily a rural state, but do have urban areas like Atlanta, so we have a bit of everything
except frontier.
What else would you like to share with NAO membership about yourself or your
organization? 
It is an honor and a pleasure to work with my colleagues.  They ensure that our communities inform
and direct our programs to meet regional and local needs.  We have passion, innovation, and a
drive to make a difference where we live.  AHEC reflects the belief that individuals can make a
difference, and that the sum is greater than the whole when we truly work together to create
change.  I am blessed to receive so much inspiration
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Honors Students Awarded vouchers through Student Research
Program
Thirteen honors program students were awarded $1000 vouchers
through the Student Research Program (SRP). The SRP is an
initiative funded by the Augusta University Provost office, intended
to encourage outstanding research, scholarship, and creative
activities by AU Students. The program is open to all full-time
students who are working with an AU faculty mentor on the
Summerville campus or Health Sciences Campus, in any type of
research. Only fifteen total undergraduate students earned this
funding, so honors program students represented 87% of the
winners.
 
The winning honors students with their mentors and project title:

Leslie Duncan (Dr. Yong Teng, "The Role and Regulation of PFKP in Head and Neck Cancer")
Wayne Fang (Dr. Ahmed Chadli, "Charachterization of a novel inhibitor (AD05) of the Hsp90
chaperoning machine")
Joselyn Bonilla-Amadiz (Dr. Almira Vazdarjanova, "A Negative Emotional State Decreases
Plasticity Reltated Gene Expression in the hippocampus")
Brooklyn Zwinklis (Dr. Ellen LeMosy, "Creating a dominant-negative animal model for
craniofacial development defects")
Eyana Thomas (Dr. Siva Panda, "Design and Synthesis of Metformin Derivatives as Anticancer
Agents")
Queen Tran (Dr. Siva Panda, "Curcumin Conjugates as Potential Therapeutics for Breast
Cancer")
Margaret Wade (Dr. Siva Panda, "Design and Synthesis of Selective COX-2 Inhibitors as
Potential Anti-inflammatory Agents")
Steven Nicosia (Dr. Caroline McKinnon, "Adverse Childhood Experiences and Coping
Mechanisms among Undergraduate Nursing Students")
Ananya Chakraborty (Dr. Eugenia Sabbatini, "Characterizing Nox1-evoked pancreatic stellate
cells secretome")
Chandani Patel (Dr. Richard Topolski, "Expertise and Sex Identification in Dogs")
Nicole Morel (Dr. Richard Topolski, "Expertise and Sex Identification in Dogs")
Kit Jester (Dr. Donna Londino, "Examining the occurrence of conversation disorder diagnoses
and autism among adolescents and young adults in the emergency department")
Carolyn Graham (Dr. Simon Medcalfe, "Importance of financial literacy in improving the financial
well-being of individuals")

 
To win these awards, the students had to apply and sit for a studio, a 30-minute meeting between
the student-mentor pair and members of the Translational Research Program working group. 
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JagVenture Pitch Contest Winners
Through the joint efforts of CURS, the Office of Interdisciplinary
Research, and the Office of Innovation and Commercialization,
two students were awarded as the first JagVenture Pitch contest
winners.  Students Anish Sangari and Nitish Sood pitched the
idea for their invention of a smart tray that assist patients with
medication adherence utilizing Wi-Fi, weighted sensors to ensure
accurate and safe dosage.  They will be representing Augusta
University in the statewide university invention competition,
Georgia Inventure 2020 in Atlanta and filmed by GPB.
Congratulations to Anish and Nitish!
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IPSO Student's Journey to Graduating Together Featured in Jagwire
This month, IPSO is featuring Linah Shahoumi and Mohamed
Meghil, who both recently completed the PhD in Oral Biology &
Maxillofacial Pathology program in The Dental College of
Georgia.  Shahoumi and Meghil, who met in their home country of
Libya and married in 2009, initially came to Augusta University in
2012 as F-1 international students for the master’s program in
oral biology.
 
Read more about their journey together on Jagwire.
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 They will be representing Augusta University in
the statewide university invention competition,
Georgia Inventure 2020 in Atlanta and filmed by
GPB. Congratulations to Anish and Nitish!
 

2012 as F-1 international students for the
master’s program in oral biology.
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