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Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Colleagues,
 
As the fall term draws to a close, I am reminded of the cycle that is
associated with life as an academic.  We begin anew each fall with the great
hope that we might be able to make a difference.  We conclude in December
wondering if we have in fact made that difference and wondering if the
students even noticed.  We return in January with the hope of doing
something remarkable, maybe something life changing, in our labs, in our
clinics, and in our classrooms.   We reflect on our practice in May hopeful
that we did it right, that our teaching mattered.  Believing that our teaching
matters is a rather audacious habit of mind, and I applaud the diverse and
remarkable instructors at Augusta University who have the courage to know
that their teaching matters.  Each of you, in your own way and consistent with your discipline, find a
way to rise each day to do the work that must be done.  Thank you for being so audacious that you
believe you can make a difference. You and I both know that your teaching matters. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kelehear
 

http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/1ewbz94kf15eaxbjo0x69u?a=3&p=1902443&t=127574


Medical Students Get First Taste of High
Fidelity Simulation at the Augusta
University Interdisciplinary Simulation
Center
During the week of November 11, Dr. Michael Brands,
PhD, Regents’ Professor and Director of Medical
Physiology, stepped outside of the traditional classroom
setting and into the Interdisciplinary Simulation Center in
order to facilitate a unique simulation experience for first
year medical students.  This simulation provides a
practical application of Dr. Brands’ lecture on rapid control
of blood pressure. 
 

What's New in Student Success
Augusta University was highlighted in early November at
EAB’s annual CONNECTED conference in Washington,
DC. The conference brings together student success
leaders from across the country to hear innovative
research ideas, personal impact stories, and impactful
strategies for using EAB’s advising and student success
management system. 

Career Services Events Were a Success
Career Services hosted a networking event to prepare
students for interviews and practice networking.  They
also hosted a Pre-Law Day with guests from different law
schools, and students had the opportunity to ask
questions. 
 
 

 

CURS is Thankful this Holiday Season
The Center for Undergraduate Research and Scholarship
wishes to express our sincere gratitude to our dedicated
faculty mentors.  We are reflecting during this season of
thankfulness on those who tirelessly mentor

Call for Proposals for Education Innovation Fund (EIF)
Grant
The Center for Instructional Innovation is now accepting applications for the Spring 2020 Education
Innovation Fund (EIF) Grant.  The deadlines for applications are December 20, 2019 (early bird) and
January 15, 2020 (final). 

Innovation Updates
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undergraduate students in research and scholarship.  The
work you are doing does not go unnoticed! 

Smithsonian World War One Traveling
Exhibit
Reese Library is hosting a Smithsonian Institution
Traveling Poster Exhibit entitled “World War I: Lessons
and Legacies for Libraries.”  The Exhibit, organized by the
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service and
the National Museum of American History, with funding
from The United States World War I Centennial
Commission and the Smithsonian Women’s Committee,
consists of eight posters that explore the history of WWI
and its “lasting impact on American life.”

Faculty/Student Highlights

IPSO Student Featured in Jagwire
The International & Postdoctoral Services Office
serves about 550 international employees,
students and visiting scholars at Augusta
University. This month, we’re featuring
international student Robert Barlund, a
basketball player from Finland who was recently
featured on Jagwire for Values Week.

 

Honors Students Place at NCHC
Conference
The Augusta University Honors Program
enjoyed another successful National Collegiate
Honors Council (NCHC) conference, November
7-9, in New Orleans.  Ten of our students,
representing the Hull College, the Pamplin
College, and the College of Science and Math,
presented their thesis research on November
15. 
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Study Abroad Deadlines
Deposit deadline for most 2020 Study Abroad/Away
programs is December 6, 2019 and scholarship deadline
for Study Abroad is December 11, 2019. 

History of the Health Sciences
Lecture Series
Dr. Soma Mukhopadhyay presented “Laughing
Gas, Not a Laughing Matter:  A History of
Anesthesia” as part of the Greenblatt Library’s
History of the Health Sciences Lecture Series
on Thursday, November 14, 4:30-5:30 p.m. in
the Greenblatt Library's Historical Collections
and Archives room.

Greenblatt Library Faculty
Selected For MCG Teaching
Scholars Fellowship
Ms. Natalee Reese, Nursing Information
Librarian, and Ms. Lachelle Smith, Allied Health
Sciences Librarian were accepted into MCG’s
Teaching Scholars Fellowship.

Mark Your Calendar
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Call for Proposals for Education Innovation Fund (EIF) Grant

Call for Proposals
Education Innovation Fund (EIF) Grant 

Deadlines for Spring Grant Submissions
Early Bird: December 20, 2019 
Final: January 15, 2020 
 
As we seek to be a university where high-impact innovative learning is at the core of the
undergraduate experience, Augusta University directly supports faculty whose efforts reflect this
commitment.  As part of the university’s Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), Learning by Doing, an
Education Innovation Fund (EIF) has been established to support teaching faculty who wish to
pursue experiential learning opportunities with their students in an undergraduate course.  To this
end, the Center for Instructional Innovation (CII) invites faculty to submit an EIF Grant proposal that
will both:

1. Encourage the development of experiential learning opportunities for AU students, and
2. Increase the number of upper level courses offered in support of the QEP Certificate of

Leadership. 

Funding up to $2000 may support adding an experiential learning component to a class for the first
time or extending and further developing experiential learning strategies already in place. This fund
is not meant to offset regular departmental or course experiences that should be part of the annual
budgeting process or course fee structure. Fall and spring term grants support travel or materials
that allow for the development or modification of an experiential learning course. Summer grants
support travel, materials, and/or salary for a nine-month faculty member. The CII will provide faculty
support that will include an Instructional Design coach to carry out course planning and innovation
during any grant round.
Eligibility and Allowable Expenses:
To be eligible for EIF Grant funding the following requirements must be satisfied:

Courses for which the grant is written must include at least two of the QEP SLOs as shown on
the final page of this call for proposals.
Applicants must be an Augusta University faculty member assigned to teach the 3000/4000
level course discussed in the proposal.
Applicants may be 9 or 12 month faculty, provided they are scheduled to return to the university
the following fall.
Faculty who are not scheduled to teach in the summer are eligible to receive an EIF summer
grant.

Fall/ Spring: Allowed expenses include the purchase of supplies, equipment, software,
assessments, payment of fees, reimbursement for transportation, and other costs directly
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associated with creating, designing, and implementing the learning experience.
Summer: Allowed expenses include supplies, travel, and/or salary support (for faculty or assistant). 
Instructions to Apply:
Submit a Grant Proposal Form including the proposal, budget and statement of support combined
into a single PDF file to OEL@augusta.edu with the subject line: EIF Grant Proposal.
Grant Review Process & Priority:
Grant proposals will be reviewed by The QEP Curriculum and Assessment Committee (CAC)
composed of the QEP director and faculty members from each undergraduate college. The CAC will
review proposals and make recommendations to the Vice Provost for Instruction who will make the
final determination of grant awards and funding amounts. Early Bird submissions will be given
priority in review.
Proposals will be evaluated based on the following:

Degree to which QEP SLOs are incorporated in learning methods and measurable
Creativity and innovation of learning strategies
Degree to which learning strategies are rooted in a sustainable approach
Intentionality and justification of budget
Clarity and organization of proposal

Final Report:
Grantees will submit a final online report that speaks to the goals, successes, and challenges of the
project. Reminders and a link for the EIF Final Report form will be sent two weeks in advance.
Experiential Learning Student Learning Outcomes:
SLO 1. Students will demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively.
SLO 2. Students will apply leadership theory to their own leadership experiences.
SLO 3. Students will exhibit behaviors that distinguish competent professionals.
SLO 4. Students will work effectively in teams.
 

PROPOSAL FORM

Contact:
Ms. Aisling Reigle

Center for Instructional Innovation
University Hall, UH-235

1120 15th Street  Augusta, GA 30912
706-737-1878 | AREIGLE@augusta.edu
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Medical Students Get First Taste of High Fidelity Simulation at the
Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center
During the week of November 11, Dr. Michael Brands, PhD,
Regents’ Professor and Director of Medical Physiology, stepped
outside of the traditional classroom setting and into the
Interdisciplinary Simulation Center in order to facilitate a unique
simulation experience for first year medical students.  This
simulation provides a practical application of Dr. Brands’ lecture
on rapid control of blood pressure.  According to Dr. Brands, the
Hemorrhagic Shock Simulation is similar to “a classic physiology
lab [but] with a human-patient-simulator twist.”  Each of MCG’s
193 first-year students participated in the simulation throughout
the week, interacting with three of the ISC’s high fidelity patient
simulators. Their first simulation as medical students, learners
synthesize and apply the knowledge gained in didactic sessions
while assessing the simulated patient, monitoring vital signs, and
treating the “patient’s” leg laceration.
 
Dr. Brands’ extensive experience with physiology simulation
allows him to provide his students with a unique and powerful
experience in the ISC.  Brands first incorporated simulation into his teaching in 2007 and has since
expanded his use of the training modality, partnering with the ISC to benefit greater numbers of
students in increasingly impactful ways.  “The great thing about doing simulation here is that all the
mechanics are handled so well: when I come to the center, everything is ready to go…Within
simulation, the mechanics of the mannequin must work.  Students understand it’s a simulation but
when equipment fails, it prevents the students from getting the best experience they can.” Dr.
Brands added, “But that doesn't happen here, and it speaks to the quality staff at the center.”  MCG
medical students participate in an ever-growing number of diverse simulation activities, from high
fidelity activities to procedural skills to session with standardized patient actors, adding rich and
innovative learning opportunities to their medical school experience.
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What's New in Student Success
Augusta University was highlighted in early November at EAB’s
annual CONNECTED conference in Washington, DC. The
conference brings together student success leaders from across
the country to hear innovative research ideas, personal impact
stories, and impactful strategies for using EAB’s advising and
student success management system. Augusta University was
highlighted for our recent increase in the faculty response rate to
our progress report campaigns. Thank you to all the faculty who
responded!
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Career Services Events Were a Success
 
 
Over 70 students participated in Career Services Eat, Drink, and Network on November 5. 
Students were educated on introductions, professional dress, elevator pitch, proper handshake
etiquette, and how to manage food and beverage while networking.  After learning these skills, they
were given the opportunity to practice networking with AU Faculty/Staff.
 

 
 
 
On November 12, 50 students gathered for Pre-Law Day to learn from the panel of 5 laws schools
about their programs and admission requirements.  The panel consisted of a representative from
University of Georgia School of Law, Charleston School of Law, Mercer Law School, South Carolina
School of Law and Georgia State University College of Law.  After the law school panel, there was a
practitioner panel (Picture) with Law
Professionals.  This panel took student questions after discussing the path they took to obtain their
careers.
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CURS is Thankful this Holiday Season
The Center for Undergraduate Research and Scholarship wishes
to express our sincere gratitude to our dedicated faculty mentors. 
We are reflecting during this season of thankfulness on those who
tirelessly mentor undergraduate students in research and
scholarship.  The work you are doing does not go unnoticed! 
Without faculty engagement and passion, CURS would not be
able to boast about our student successes and such a great
semester.  We want to take a moment to highlight just a few of
those student successes made possible through your endeavors:

37 Students showcased their research during our Summer
Scholars Symposium
8 students were selected to present at the Georgia
Undergraduate Research Conference
10 students presented their research at the fall CURS Research Seminar Series
Over 200 students are actively conducting research this term

Lastly, CURS was thrilled to again provide almost $13,000 in fall grants to support mentored
research and scholarly collaborations.  We thank the Provost and Vice Provost for Instruction for
resources to keep this hands-on and in-depth education going and our mentors for your time and
the important relationships you build with students.
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Smithsonian World War One Traveling Exhibit
Reese Library is hosting a Smithsonian Institution Traveling
Poster Exhibit entitled “World War I: Lessons and Legacies for
Libraries.”  The Exhibit, organized by the Smithsonian Institution
Traveling Exhibition Service and the National Museum of
American History, with funding from The United States World War
I Centennial Commission and the Smithsonian Women’s
Committee, consists of eight posters that explore the history of
WWI and its “lasting impact on American life.”  The posters detail
some of the changes in medicine, technology, and women’s
suffrage in America. The poster exhibit will be up through the end
of November on the first floor, Reference area.
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IPSO Student Featured in Jagwire
The International & Postdoctoral Services Office serves about 550
international employees, students and visiting scholars at Augusta
University. This month, we’re featuring international student
Robert Barlund, a basketball player from Finland who was
recently featured on Jagwire for Values Week.
 
View the article on Jagwire to see Robert Barlund's International
Experience with Collegiality. 
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Honors Students Place at NCHC Conference
The Augusta University Honors Program enjoyed another
successful National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC)
conference, November 7-9, in New Orleans.  Ten of our students,
representing the Hull College, the Pamplin College, and the
College of Science and Math, presented their thesis research on
November 15.  All of our students did an excellent job presenting
their work, but three were singled out for their work at this most
competitive honors conference:

Sanjana Adepu (Finance) won 3rd place in the Business,
Engineering, and Computer Science category for “Socio-economic Factors and Cardiovascular
Disease Mortality: A County-level Analysis of Georgia" (Adviser: Dr. Mark Thompson; Reader:
Dr. Jonathan Leightner; HP Chair: Dr. Bran Cromer)
Danae Lawrence (Marketing) won 2nd place in the Business, Engineering, and Computer
Science category for “Evaluating the Relationships between Consumer Personality Dimensions
and Online Purchase Intentions” (Adviser: Dr. Manisha Mathur; Reader: Dr. Sabina Widner; HP
Chair: Dr. Neal Smith)
Kirstyn Harris (Integrated Studies) won 1st place in the Art & Visual Media category for “The
Art of Conservation: Federal Duck Stamp” (Adviser: Prof. Scott Thorp; Reader: Dr. Bran Cromer;
HP Chair: Dr. Jonathan Leightner)

No other university in the country had three students place, and only one other university had
as many as two place.  We have now placed five students in the past two national conferences and
seven in the past five years.  We have now also had the 1st place student in the Arts category for
two consecutive years.
 
Our three winning students and other presented their work on campus as part of Jaguar Values
Week on Wednesday, November 13.  We were selected to demonstrate Excellence, and these
students are a fantastic example of this value.
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History of the Health Sciences Lecture Series
Dr. Soma Mukhopadhyay presented “Laughing Gas, Not a
Laughing Matter: A History of Anesthesia” as part of the
Greenblatt Library’s History of the Health Sciences Lecture Series
on Thursday, November 14, 4:30-5:30 p.m. in the Greenblatt
Library's Historical Collections and Archives room.  Dr.
Mukhopadhyay is a lecturer with the Department of Biological
Sciences in the College of Science and Mathematics and the
Medical College of Georgia.  She was awarded the Students’
Faculty Choice Award in 2015 and 2016 and the Favorite Faculty
Award in 2017.  This presentation is part of the Greenblatt
Library’s History of the Health Sciences Lecture Series and all
events are free and open to the public.
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Greenblatt Library Faculty Selected For MCG Teaching Scholars
Fellowship

 
Natalee Reese                           Lachelle Smith
 
 
Ms. Natalee Reese, Nursing Information Librarian, and Ms. Lachelle Smith, Allied Health Sciences
Librarian were accepted into MCG’s Teaching Scholars Fellowship.  Natalee Reese has a B.A. in
English from Purdue University and an MLS from Indiana University-Purdue University (IUPUI). 
She has prior experience working in libraries in Michigan, Indiana, South Carolina, and Florida
before joining Augusta University. Lachelle Smith received her MLIS from the Catholic University of
America and M.Ed. from Strayer University.  She completed a practicum at Greenblatt Library and
previously served as Systems/Emerging Technologies Librarian in a Washington, DC law library.
 
The purpose of the Teaching Scholars Fellowship is to facilitate participants’ formation and
development as (a) health professions educators who are knowledgeable, purposeful, and skilled in
teaching, learning, educational assessment, and educational scholarship and (b) educational
experts and leaders within their own departments and the broader Augusta University (AU)
community. Each week, a content expert from AU is invited to facilitate a discussion on a given
educational topic.  The topics are grouped as: 1) Teaching and Learning, 2) Assessment and
Curriculum, 3) Scholarship and Research, and 4) Career Development. The Fellowship is a 9-
month, weekly commitment, and participants have a faculty mentor to advise them on a teaching
project.               
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Study Abroad Deadlines
Deposit deadline for most 2020 Study Abroad/Away programs is
December 6, 2019 and Scholarship deadline for Study Abroad is
December 11, 2019. For more information contact the Study
Abroad Office at studyabroad@augusta.edu. 
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