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Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Dear Colleagues,
 
This month’s edition of Teaching Matters is a celebration of teaching
excellence as we are pleased to announce this year’s Augusta University
Excellence in Teaching Award winners.  We were delighted by the high
quality of the submissions and were challenged to make these important
decisions.  However, thanks to the peer evaluators, most of whom were
previous award winners, we are now able to announce the following winners
for the 2019-2020 academic year.  These recipients will move forward as
Augusta University nominees for the Regents Teaching Excellence Awards. 
These excellent teachers will be formally celebrated at the Augusta
University Fall Faculty Assembley scheduled for November 4, 2019.
 
Augusta University Individual Teaching Excellence Award:
Angie Spencer, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Chemistry 
This award honors a full-time faculty or staff member and recognizes that individual’s strong
commitment to teaching and student success.
 
Augusta University Online Teaching Excellence Award:
Graeme Connolly, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Kinesiology in the College of Education 
This award honors a full-time faculty or staff member and recognizes that individual’s strong
commitment to engaged, online teaching and student success.
 
Augusta University Program Teaching Excellence Award
Dental Hygiene Program, Allied Health Sciences
This award honors an outstanding program that promotes, supports, and recognizes excellence in
teaching and in service to students.
 
Augusta University Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Award:
ChongWoo Park, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Hull College of Business
This award honors a full time faculty member whose scholarship focuses on the instructional mission
of the institution.
 
Join me in celebrating the fine work of all of our excellent teachers and we offer a special celebration
to these four winners. 
 
In next month’s newsletter, we will highlight our Chancellor Learning Scholars and the innovations
they bring to our instructional practices, one small community at a time.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kelehear
 



Center for Instructional Innovation Open
House
The Center for Instructional Innovation welcomed AU
faculty and staff to its first Open House on Sept. 13 on the
Summerville Campus to showcase its work and invite
collaboration to design, develop, and enhance courses. 
Attendees experienced how instructional and multimedia
designers can help them increase student engagement in
their courses through learning tools such as gamification,
virtual reality, character animation, and videography.
 

What's New in Student Success

Enhanced Distance Simulation Capabilities Coming to the
Interdisciplinary Simulation Center for Spring 2020
An Interdisciplinary Simulation Center project that will enhance distance simulation capabilities of
Augusta University programs is nearing completion.  Once finalized, the project will double the
university's distance simulation capacity, improving student experience at the Interdisciplinary
Simulation Center as well as AU's other campuses and remote sites.

Innovation Updates
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National Transfer Student Week is October 21-25. 
Student Success, Student Life and Engagement, and
Career Services have worked together to celebrate our
transfer students with several events that week.

Honor's program welcomes largest class
The honors program celebrated the beginning of the new academic year
with its start-of-semester picnic.  Dr. Gretchen Caughman provided the
opening address as we welcomed back our returning students plus 130
new students — our largest group in the program's 23-year history.
 

Constitution Day: Celebrating the 19th
Amendment
In celebration of Constitution Day on Sept. 17, Reese
Library welcomed Dr. Elna Green, Dean of the Katherine
Reese Pamplin College of Arts, Humanities, and Social
Sciences, to talk about the 100th anniversary of the
Nineteenth Amendment, which gave women the right to
vote.
 
 

Faculty/Student Highlights

IPSO Features Dr. Sukumari
Ramesh
The International & Postdoctoral Services Office
serves about 550 international employees,
students, and visiting scholars at Augusta
University.  In an effort to introduce you to some
of these people who contribute so much to our
institution, we’d like to feature Dr. Sangeetha

AU Alumni and CURS Summer
Scholar published
An AU alum and former CURS Summer Scholar
was recently published in theoretical physics
with his undergraduate research mentor, Dr.
Trinanjan Datta.  Sean Mongan is the first
author among five collaborators across three
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Sukumari Ramesh, assistant professor in the
Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology.

 

international institutions, with Augusta University
as the primary institution.

Mark Your Calendar

Career Services Upcoming Events
Career Services is having several events this
month that can benefit students in the near
future, including a SCAD Graduate Program
Info Table, Social Work Graduate School Fair,
and Peace Corps.

Study Abroad 2020 Recruiting
This year, 21 AU programs are being offered as
well as 9 state-wide programs known as the
USG Goes Global programs.  The top majors
that were looking for programs this year
included computer science, biology, psychology
and kinesiology.  The deadline for program
deposits and program registration is Dec. 6,
2019.
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Enhanced Distance Simulation Capabilities Coming to the
Interdisciplinary Simulation Center for Spring 2020
The Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center is
nearing completion of a project that will enhance our programs’
distance simulation capabilities.
"Improved distance simulation capabilities will provide us with a
means to further extend the reach of simulation to meet the needs
of programs across the state," Simulation Center Director Justin
Owen said.  "We have been providing simulation-at-a-distance for
more than a year now, but this project will double our capacity in
this modality and will provide a high-quality, high-fidelity
experience — both for students who are physically present within
the Interdisciplinary Simulation Center, and those who are located at remote sites or on other
campuses."
Distance simulation is a critical component in providing an equivalent experience to students
engaged in healthcare simulation training, providing a cutting edge training experience and fulfilling
certain accreditation requirements.  Upon completion of the project, the newly outfitted distance
simulation suites will each feature:

Four-zone simulation audio monitoring, allowing simulation facilitators to guide their learners’
focus during fast-paced cases.
Multi-directional audio communication between in-person and remote learners, and simulation
facilitators, critically including communication with the simulated patient.
Wide-angle, high-resolution cameras providing optimal video quality and full situational
awareness for remote participants to encourage a rich and immersive simulation experience.
Real-time video capture allowing remote participants to access vital signs monitoring data,
radiology media, and laboratory reports during cases.

These capabilities will be available to all programs and for all types of healthcare simulation
conducted within the Interdisciplinary Simulation Center including adults, pediatrics, labor and
delivery, medical-surgical, and emergency cases.
“It’s going to be a game changer for those students who participate in simulation remotely," Owen
said.  "We believe it will make distance simulation more impactful, accessible, and attractive to our
learners and faculty, and will help to demonstrate the growing educational value provided in
simulation.”
These new capabilities will be available starting in spring 2020.
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Center for Instructional Innovation Open House
The Center for Instructional Innovation welcomed AU faculty and
staff to its first Open House on Sept. 13 on the Summerville
Campus to showcase its work and invite collaboration to design,
develop, and enhance courses.
 
Attendees experienced how instructional and multimedia
designers can help them increase student engagement in their
courses through learning tools such as gamification, virtual reality,
character animation, and videography.
 
“I encourage faculty to challenge this team of creative problem
solvers with ideas and projects,” Dr. Zach Kelehear, vice provost
for instruction, said.  “You will see the contagious passion they
have for the art and science of teaching and learning as well as
the commitment they have to your success.”
 
Attendees also learned about how the Instructional Innovation
team can help them design and develop courses, take full
advantage of university-approved educational technologies, and make course content accessible to
learners with disabilities.
 
In addition, a poster printing demo provided information on poster design and printing services
offered to faculty, staff, and students for a fee.
 
“We want faculty to know that we support them through instructional and multimedia tools so they
can succeed in physical and digital learning spaces,” said Dr. Ray Whiting, associate vice president
for curriculum and instructional innovation.  “Our doors are always open for collaboration that
impacts our students.”
 
The Center for Instructional Innovation collaborates with faculty and staff on projects that push
students to achieve an identified learning outcome or that promote a university unit whose work
advances a student learning goal.
 
If you are ready to collaborate, you can fill out a project request form on the center’s website.
 
The center will host its second Open House in spring 2020 on the health sciences campus. Time,
date, and location will be announced soon.
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What's New in Student Success
What’s new in Student Success:
 
National Transfer Student Week is Oct. 21-25.  Student Success,
Student Life and Engagement, and Career Services have worked
together to celebrate our transfer students.  We will have several
events specifically available for transfer students that week.  More
information will be sent out to Academic Departments and other
units on campus as to how they can be involved.  We look forward
to your participation.  For more information about National Transfer Student Week, visit the National
Institute for the Study of Transfer Students website.
 
We hosted  “Sweet Success” on Sept. 5 as part of Weeks of Welcome serving popcorn and snow
cones to students in University Hall.
 
Academic Advisement is quite busy with next term advisement for the 2500 students advised there
in preparation for registration, which begins in October.  Academic Advisement will once again host
MajorFest on Wednesday, Oct. 2, from 9:30 a.m. to noon in the JSAC Ballroom.  Students will be
able to meet faculty and explore majors in each academic department, enjoying snacks as they
browse, chat, and ask questions.
 
The Academic Success Center is overflowing with students creating individualized Academic
Success Plans, working with peer mentors and tutors and attending programming events.
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Honor's program welcomes largest class
The honors program celebrated the beginning of the new
academic year with its start-of-semester picnic.  Dr. Gretchen
Caughman provided the opening address as we welcomed back
our returning students plus 130 new students — our largest group
in the program's 23-year history.
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Constitution Day: Celebrating the 19th Amendment
A 2005 law requires educational institutions that receive federal
funds to commemorate the U. S. Constitution with an educational
program on Sept. 17, Constitution Day.  For this year’s program,
Reese Library hosted a program featuring Dr. Elna Green, Dean,
Katherine Reese Pamplin College of Arts, Humanities, and Social
Sciences, about the 100th anniversary of the Nineteenth
Amendment, which gave women the right to vote.  Approximately
80 people were in attendance to hear Dr. Green’s keynote
address entitled “Red Scare. Black Scare.  Feminist Scare:
Woman Suffrage in 1919.”  In addition to her presentation, Dr.
Gayla Keesee, the League of Women Voters (LWV) – CSRA Voter Services Chair, provided a brief
history of the organization.  Exhibits and tables were also hosted in the JSAC by the LWV, the
Savannah Riverkeeper, ACLU, Sierra Club, and Augusta Locally Grown prior to the keynote
address.  A reception followed, which was provided by the Office of Multicultural Student
Engagement.
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IPSO Features Dr. Sukumari Ramesh
 
The International & Postdoctoral Services Office serves about 550
international employees, students, and visiting scholars at
Augusta University.  In an effort to introduce you to some of these
people who contribute so much to our institution, we’d like to
feature Dr. Sangeetha Sukumari Ramesh, assistant professor in
the Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology.
Dr. Sukumari Ramesh, who is originally from India, came to
Augusta University as a visiting scholar and postdoctoral fellow in
2005.  AU eventually sponsored her for an employment-based
visa status and then permanent residency.
As an independent research investigator, Dr. Sukumari Ramesh
has received the highly competitive National Scientist
Development Grant from the American Heart Association and an
R01 grant from the National Institutes of Health.  Her studies shed
light on various pathophysiological aspects of intracerebral
hemorrhage, the deadliest stroke subtype.
 
Q: Where are you from?
A: I am from Thiruvananthapuram, formerly known as Trivandrum, one of the southernmost cities in
India. 
 
Q: What was life like for you growing up?
 A: Providing good education to me and my brother was my parents' priority in life.  My mother was
unemployed, and she is the one who ignited the fire in me to be independent.
 
Q: When did you first become interested in your field?
A: Until I started my Ph.D., I did not have a clear career idea. But, the training that I received during
my Ph.D. changed me, developed a passion for research in me, and made me what I am today.
 
Q: Tell me about your academic background.
A: I have a bachelor’s degree in chemistry and a master’s degree in biochemistry from the
University of Kerala, India.  Also, I have Ph.D. from the Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical
Sciences and Technology, one of the top medical and research centers in India.  Very recently, I
graduated from Augusta University with an MBA.  
 
Q: What brought you to the United States?
A: I wanted to learn more and was determined to gain more training.  That is what made me come
here to the United States.  I started my U.S. life here in Augusta as a postdoctoral fellow at Augusta
University. 
 
Q: Tell me about your research/work here at AU.
A: Currently, I am a faculty member in the Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology at Augusta
University, and my laboratory focuses on the studies on the pathobiology of hemorrhagic stroke or
hemorrhagic brain injury, one of the devastating stroke subtypes.  During my work here at Augusta
University, I get to train so many young fellows and contribute to science.  I am always thriving to
become better as an individual and a scientist.
 
Q: What do you miss most about your home country?
A: The beauty, the culture, the food and whatnot.
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Q: What do you like most about living in the U.S.?
A: Freedom as an individual, especially as a woman. 
 
Q: What was the most difficult part of adjusting to life in the U.S. after you first got here?
A: Transportation, in the initial days, and getting adjusted to the culture.  It took some time for me to
settle down.
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AU Alumni and CURS Summer Scholar published
An AU alum and former CURS Summer Scholar was recently
published in theoretical physics with his undergraduate research
mentor, Dr. Trinanjan Datta.  Sean Mongan is the first author
among five collaborators across three international institutions,
with Augusta University as the primary institution.  Their hands on
work resulted in a paper just months after he graduated.  The
paper, titled Detecting Crystallographic Lattice Chirality using
Resonant Inelastic X-ray Scattering was published in Scientific
Reports, an open access multidisciplinary journal from Nature
Research.  CURS is excited to support various types of discovery
and investigation that can come from student-faculty collaborative
scholarship.  Congratulations Sean and Dr. Datta!
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Career Services Upcoming Events
 
 
SCAD Graduate Program Info Table
Oct. 15, 2019
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
JSAC Breezeway
SCAD Graduate Admissions Coordinator Rebecca Casstevens will be here
to talk about the Graduate Programs at SCAD
 
 
 
 
 

Social Work Graduate School Fair
Oct. 22, 2019
1-4 p.m.
JSAC-Coffeehouse
Thinking about obtaining a Master of Social Work degree but are not sure
from where?  Come listen to representatives from universities across the
Southeast talk about their MSW programs and admission requirements. 
 
 
 

 
Eat, Drink, and Network: Navigating the World of Networking
Nov. 5, 2019
2-4 p.m.
JSAC Ballroom
This event is designed for you to learn then practice professional skills while
enjoying food and drink.  Come dressed as you are during this two-hour
period.  Start at our learning stations to learn the following skills:

Food and beverage management
Introductions (self and others) and conversation starters
Handshake, eye contact, elevator pitch
Professional dress for men and women

Then, get some food and drink.  Next, practice your professional skills at
practice stations with a member of the Augusta University staff and faculty.  This event is paid for by
student fees.
 
 

Peace Corps Information Table and Information Session
Nov. 6, 2019
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
JSAC Breezeway and Hardy Meeting Room
Flora Tano, Peace Corps Recruiter, will provide information about the value
of Peace Corps experience and about the application process for Peace

Corps experiences.  Meet her in the JSAC Breezeway from 10 a.m.-noon, then in Hardy Meeting
Room noon-1 p.m. for a Peace Corps presentation.
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Pre-Law Day
Nov. 11, 2019
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
JSAC Ballroom
Would  you like to attend law school and pursue a career in the field of
law?  Come listen to law school recruiters talk about their programs and
admission requirements and talk with local attorneys about their career
paths into the field of law.
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Study Abroad 2020 Recruiting
The annual Study Abroad Fair was held on Sept. 18.  About 450
people were in attendance of this event.  This year, 21 AU
programs are being offered as well as 9 state-wide programs
known as the USG Goes Global programs.  The top majors that
were looking for programs this year included computer science,
biology, psychology and kinesiology.  The deadline for program
deposits and program registration is Dec. 6, 2019.  Please
encourage your students to come by the Study Abroad Office in
Allgood Hall E134 to find a program right for them.   
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