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Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction
A note from the Vice Provost
Welcome to this inaugural edition of Teaching Matters: A Newsletter from
the Office of the Vice Provost for Instruction.  Composed of a diverse group
of units that share a commitment to engaged learning through innovation,
the Division works from the assumption that high impact learning
experiences are best realized when they are nested both within and beyond
the classrooms.  Whether the learning is in the college classroom, the lab,
an internship, the art studio, a rural health clinic, the history museum, or a
third grade classroom, we believe the best instruction finds a way to ignite
passion for learning so that students come to recognize their boundless
capacity to make this world a better place in which to live. 
 
As we make actionable this commitment to remarkable teaching and
authentic learning, one of the ways this Office will support faculty and student learning is by way of
three Advisory Committees: one for Instructional Innovation, one for Student Success, and one for
High Impact Practices.  In next month’s update, I shall define these three committees and outline
ways in which you can become involved. 
 
It is both a privilege and an honor to work with this diverse team where students and patients remain
our priority.  When you read below what they are all doing, you too will understand why I enjoy
working with them all.  Welcome to the first of many conversations to come.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kelehear



Recent Activities in the Center for Instructional Innovation
Through collaboration with the Center for Instructional Innovation (CII), AU faculty can use virtual
reality (VR) and custom-created 3D content into their courses within D2L.  The medical illustrator from
the Center for Instructional Innovation, Lynsey Ekema, created a 3D skeleton that was placed in D2L
to help with teaching concepts such as anatomy through the use of virtual reality.

Welcome new Administrators to the
Division

Welcome Dr. Ray Whiting
Welcome Dr. Whiting as the
AVP of Curriculum and
Instructional Innovation.  Dr.
Whiting joins the Center for
Instructional Innovation and
will be responsible for
providing support for activities
associated with curriculum
mapping, student learning
outcomes, our general
education program, interdisciplinary simulation,
and instructional design and strategy. 

Welcome Dr. Jessica Reichmuth
Welcome Dr. Jessica
Reichmuth as the first
Associate Director of the
Honors Program.  Dr.
Reichmuth’s duties will include
assisting the program’s director
in operating and managing the
program, recruiting new
students, and engaging
students in research and
community activities.

http://auginstruction.us.newsweaver.com/1thdod2jd7/1w7j83s7wfxeaxbjo0x69u?a=3&p=1121628&t=127574
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Mental Health First Aid Training Available
MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING AVAILABLE.  We have received
a grant to our Mental Health First Aid Certifications, valid for 3 years.  The
AHEC has funded 15 instructors to be trained statewide, with four here at
Augusta University.  The premise behind MHFA is simple.  “Anyone,
anywhere can be the one to make a difference in the life of someone with
a mental health or substance use challenge – if they know what to do and
what to say.  Mental Health First Aid is an 8-hour course that gives people
the skills to help someone who is developing a mental health problem or
experiencing a mental health crisis.  The evidence behind the program
demonstrates that it does build mental health literacy, helping the public
identify, understand, and respond to signs of mental illness.

Welcome Student Success
Academic Advisement
The Academic Advisement
Center exists to help students
explore, select and confirm the
best major for building on their
goals during those very important
first terms of the college
experience.
 

Read more »

Study Away
Study Away currently works with
Academic Departments and
Academic Advisement to create
academic maps for all of our
undergraduate programs.  This
past May, Abigail Drescher,
Student Retention Manager,
partnered with Career Services

Read more »

Academic Success
The Academic Success
Center (ASC) recorded over
18,000 visits over the last
academic year!  This
number includes nearly
1500 academic coaching
and mentoring meetings
and more than 3000 tutoring
sessions. 

Read more »

Innovation Updates

Sponsor an event for International
Education Week
The Study Abroad office is in the process of
scheduling events that would be part of
International Education Week 2019 (November
4- 8th).

Simulation Center
The Augusta University Interdisciplinary
Simulation Center is a beautiful space.  Forty-
thousand square feet of technology-enhanced
and spacious rooms, all designed to provide the
learner with a space to grow in their chosen
discipline.

New International
Students/Visitors

Honor's largest graduating class
The Honor's graduated their largest group in the
honors program's 22-year history during the
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PaCE Upcoming Programs
Professional and Community Education (PaCE) have some upcoming Medical and Dental Continuing
Education opportunities.

International and Postdoctoral Services Office
(IPSO) are working with 118 international
students from 30 different countries and have
160 (mainly from China and Egypt) international
visiting scholars and their families.

2018-19 academic year.  Thirty-five students
graduated from the honors program in May,
joining seven December 2018 graduates.  The
42 total graduates more than doubles the
program's previous high.

Save the Date!

Hiring Student
Employees
Career Services will conduct a
workshop for supervisors in
departments that hire Federal
Work Study and Student
Assistant positions on
Wednesday, July 10. 

Read more »

2019 CURS Summer
Scholars Program
The 2019 CURS Summer
Scholars Program is off to a
great start.  On June 20 the
Kickoff event hosted the 38
undergraduate students and 14
faculty participants.

Read more »

Up-coming exhibit
honors Dr. Ellison
The Greenblatt Library will
be displaying an exhibit
featuring Dr. Lois T. Ellison,
Provost Emeritus and
Medical Historian in
Residence.

Read more »
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Recent Activities in the Center for Instructional Innovation
Through collaboration with the Center for Instructional Innovation
(CII), AU faculty can use virtual reality (VR) and custom-created
3D content into their courses within D2L.  The medical illustrator
from the Center for Instructional Innovation, Lynsey Ekema,
created a 3D skeleton that was placed in D2L to help with
teaching concepts such as anatomy through the use of virtual
reality.

VR is "a version of reality that isn't really there, but from your
perspective it would be perceived as real," according to the Virtual Reality Society , VR is only
possible because our brains build our reality by combining pieces of information that it receives from
our senses.  In other words, our senses shape our reality. If our brains receive made-up sensorial
information, it is tricked into building a made-up or virtual reality that will feel real to us.

Because VR feels real to us, it can be used to create learning experiences for our students - like the
virtual environment where they can interact with the center's 3D skeleton.  If you would like to create
content using VR, be sure to fill out a project request and work with one of the center's instructional
designers.
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Academic Advisement
The Academic Advisement Center exists to help students explore, select and confirm the best major
for building on their goals during those very important first terms of the college experience.  The
professional advisors in the center work closely with the faculty in the departments for which they
advise to ensure that their advisees receive sound academic advice and take the right courses in
the right terms to successfully transition to their major departments at the appropriate time.  All
students with fewer than 60 hours are advised in the AAC.  For students whose major has an
additional application process (Allied Health, Nursing, Education and Social Work) the continue to
be advised in the AAC beyond 60 hours until they gain acceptance into those programs or transition
to another major.  All students who are undeclared majors are advised in the AAC regardless of the
number of hours they have earned.  In addition, students who are returning to the university after
having experienced academic difficulty are often referred to the AAC by the Associate Deans as a
condition of readmission.  Students advised in the AAC see their advisor to change a major,
withdraw from a class, select courses each term and make course changes after initial registration.
 
Advisors strive to register new freshmen for 15 hours in their first term to instill in them from the
beginning that our goal is to help them complete all requirements for graduation in four years. 
During subsequent advising sessions, students and advisors continue to focus on enrolling in fifteen
hours.  While not all students will follow this path the vast majority do.  Individual student need
ultimately determines what a “normal” course load is.  Advisors provide information to their students
so they can make informed decisions concerning their college experiences.  While students are
ultimately responsible for their retention, progression and graduation from Augusta University, data
would indicate that having a professional staff focused solely on students in their first few semesters
is a very good thing—retention, progression and graduation rates are all rising!
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Study Away
Study Away currently works with Academic Departments and
Academic Advisement to create academic maps for all of our
undergraduate programs.  This past May, Abigail Drescher,
Student Retention Manager, partnered with Career Services and
took students to West Virginia on a Study Away program geared
at retaining our upper division students through service learning
(Habitat for Humanity) and outdoor education.  Student Retention
manages a variety of student success initiatives in conjunction
with Academic Advisement, Academic Departments, the
Academic Success Center, and Institutional Research.  Ms.
Drescher assists with the onboarding of our junior and senior transfer students.
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Academic Success
The Academic Success Center (ASC) recorded over 18,000 visits over the last academic year!  This
number includes nearly 1500 academic coaching and mentoring meetings and more than 3000
tutoring sessions.  About half of the freshman class came to the ASC and the most popular subjects
were Biology, Math, English and Computer Sciences.  Transfer students make up over 25% of the
AU student population and this year we decided to acknowledge this group more directly to support
their sense of belonging.  This spring we celebrated Transfer Appreciation Week and Amanda
Gustafson organized a chapter of Tau Sigma Transfer Honor Society with 42 new inductees!  The
African American Male Initiative is housed in the ASC and is growing every year!  This year, our
calendar of activities culminated in a spring semester Leadership Conference, developed and
hosted by our student members with support from Jerry Oliver Jr., that had nearly 200 attendees. 
This summer is our fourth year of our Jaguar Jumpstart Program.  We start in the last week of June
with students taking INQR1000, WELL1000 and a social science elective.  The ASC will be busy
again as we expect about 70 or more students this year!  Dr. Beth Huggins has developed a
wonderful program that includes meeting with some of our division units over the summer.  Our First
Year Experience program, directed by Dr. Beth Huggins, includes volunteering and service
opportunities.  Last year we hosted Battle Against Hunger and Cardboard City.  Please contact Beth
if you have an opportunity or an idea to engage our students.  Jerry Oliver Jr., graduated with his
second master’s degree this month!  Congratulations on your MEd in Evaluation Assessment
Research and Learning.  This summer we are hosting two high school interns – Joana Castro
Arreola and Edward Miller Vaughn– so please say hello if you see them working around the
building.
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Sponsor an event for International Education Week
Sponsor an event for International Education Week
 
The Study Abroad office is in the process of scheduling events
that would be part of International Education Week 2019
(November 4- 8th).
 
What is International Education Week?
“International Education Week is an opportunity to celebrate the benefits of international education
and exchange worldwide.  This joint initiative of the U.S. Department of State and the U.S.
Department of Education is part of our efforts to promote programs that prepare Americans for a
global environment and attract future leaders from abroad to study, learn, and exchange
experiences in the United States.”
 
If your department would like to sponsor an event during this week, please contact the study abroad
office for inclusion on the poster and other promotional materials by September 1.  Please consider
this as an opportunity to promote an event that your department may typically organize with
an international focus.
 
For more information, contact Maria Darley, Director of Study Abroad, at 706-729-2306 or
mdarley@augusta.edu.  The events will be solidified by mid-September so that work on the
promotional materials can begin.
 
To get more ideas and to see a list of events from 2018, visit our website. 
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Simulation Center
The Augusta University Interdisciplinary Simulation Center is a
beautiful space.  Forty-thousand square feet of technology-
enhanced and spacious rooms, all designed to provide the learner
with a space to grow in their chosen discipline.  However, growth
needs cultivating. ‘Build it and they will learn’ has never been a
mantra of education.  Even more, simulation is not about the
transfer of knowledge; it is about creating a transformative
learning experience.  It is about changing the way the learner
thinks and facilitating that experience through thoughtful case
design, planning learning objectives, a purposefully planned case and then debriefing.  This is why
faculty from nursing, medicine, allied health, and many Augusta University (AU) programs spend
their time developing cases, scenarios and events that bring the learner to a new level of
understanding.  During a simulation case, faculty can observe the learner’s performance, identify a
learning gap, and then provide the learner time to reflect on their action during a debriefing with the
goal of closing that learning gap.  Debriefing is what makes simulation so powerful.  Deliberate
reflection on what just happened, guided by an experienced facilitator is a powerful way to learn. 
This active method of learning is not new, nor is the idea of debriefing.  Benjamin Franklin is quoted
as saying “Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn”.  The AU
Simulation Center is a space designed to allow just that – active involvement that transforms the
learner, but requires expert guidance from faculty facilitators to grow.  The space is beautiful, but
more important to the success of simulation are the dedicated faculty that provide transformational
learning experiences to AU learners.  In future issues, this section will provide stories and
information on how faculty do this and the technology they use to transform their learners.   
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Mental Health First Aid Training Available
MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING AVAILABLE.  We have received
a grant to our Mental Health First Aid Certifications, valid for 3 years.  The
AHEC has funded 15 intstructors to be trained statewide, with four here at
Augusta University.   The premise behind MHFA is simple.  “Anyone,
anywhere can be the one to make a difference in the life of someone with
a mental health or substance use challenge – if they know what to do and
what to say.  Mental Health First Aid is an 8-hour course that gives people
the skills to help someone who is developing a mental health problem or
experiencing a mental health crisis.  The evidence behind the program
demonstrates that it does build mental health literacy, helping the public
identify, understand, and respond to signs of mental illness.  If you are
interested in hosting a training, please contact Denise Kornegay at 706-
721-8331 or by email at dkornega@augusa.edu .
 
The first reporting period for academic rotations for the Preceptor Tax
Incentive Program was June 1.   With the major changes in the PTIP
program, including a conversion from a tax deduction to a tax credit, the AHEC has been busy with
training, educating, communicating, and engagement with eligible academic programs across the
state.  We have also been working with preceptors to insure that our eligible physicians, physician
assistants, and advanced practice nurses are registering.  To learn more, visit our website at
www.augusta.edu/ahec/ptip .
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New International Students/Visitors
International and Postdoctoral Services Office (IPSO) are working with 118 international students
from 30 different countries and have 160 (mainly from China and Egypt) international visiting
scholars and their families.  There are a total of 254 international employees and their family
members.  ISPO are working on requests from the Admissions office, The Graduate School and the
Dental College of Georgia to process immigration documents for 18 new international students who
will start in the fall.  In addition to their participation in the recruitment of clinical and research faculty,
IPSO recently participated in the recruitment of 3 new faculty members for the School of Cyber and
Computer Sciences. 
 
Take a look at the New International Visitors and Students page on our website to meet some of the
people we serve.
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Honor's largest graduating class
The Honor's graduated their largest group in the honors program's 22-year history during the 2018-
19 academic year.  Thirty-five students graduated from the honors program in May, joining seven
December 2018 graduates.  The 42 total graduates more than doubles the program's previous high.
 The honors program works with chairs and deans to schedule core and seminar classes for its
students.  They advise over 300 students on class selection, applying for national and regional
honors scholarships and fellowships, and submitting proposals for honors conferences.  The
Honor's program assists students through the three-semester honors thesis process and recruits
potential students from a pool of approximately 1000 qualifying students. 
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Hiring Student Employees
Career Services, in partnership with Human Resources and the Office of Student Financial Aid will
conduct a workshop for supervisors in departments that hire Federal Work Study (FWS) and
Student Assistant (SA) positions on Wednesday, July 10.  Summerville’s program is at 10am 7/10 in
UH 221.  The Health Sciences campus will have their training 7/10 at 3pm in Allied Health EC 2214.
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2019 CURS Summer Scholars Program
The 2019 CURS Summer Scholars Program is off to a great
start.  On June 20 the Kickoff event hosted the 38 undergraduate
students and 14 faculty participants.  Students work with faculty
mentors across campus, this year from 5 colleges: Pamplin, COE,
DCG, MCG, and CSM.  Students are engaging in scholarship on
everything from developing mathematical models for drug
resistance to ketone salt supplementation in children.  Some
students are interviewing patients and bystanders to investigate
stroke awareness and help seeking behaviors, while others are
developing a play script from John Gardner’s classic novel about
Beoulf, Grendel.  One team studying cell signaling will be
travelling to Princeton for advanced training and research
meetings with collaborators.  Students will present their research
at the closing symposium on July 18 at Harrison Education Commons 1120 from 4:00 to 6:00.  All
are welcome. 
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Up-coming exhibit honors Dr. Ellison
The Greenblatt Library will be displaying an exhibit featuring Dr.
Lois T. Ellison, Provost Emeritus and Medical Historian in
Residence.  Dr. Ellison passed away in April 2019.  Her long
legacy with Medical College of Georgia began when she was a
student in the 1940s.  The exhibit will include photographs,
awards, and memorabilia.  Her family has assisted in putting this
exhibit together in her honor.  The exhibit will run from July-
September on the second floor of the Greenblatt Library near the
main staircase.
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PaCE Upcoming Programs
Professional and Community Education (PaCE) have some upcoming Medical and Dental
Continuing Education opportunities.
 
Visit Continuing Medical Education for a list of upcoming Medical Programs
 
Visit Continuing Dental Education for a list of upcoming Dental Programs
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