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Pediatric Department Introduction:

• 154-bed hospital
• “area’s largest 

team of general 
pediatricians and 
pediatric 
specialists”

Source

https://www.augustahealth.org/childrens-hospital-of-georgia/our-purpose/about-childrens-hospital-of-georgia-home


Proposed Evidence-Based Medicine 
Assignment
• Fall 2016: anecdotal evaluation of journal club

– Residents had trouble picking just one article to talk 
about a month

– Trouble applying knowledge to their patients

Source

• The Big Change:
– Real, patient-inspired questions
– Explore the answers using multiple 

articles

https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/17/11/making-student-feedback-work


Process with the Librarians:

1. Typically 2 days of 
attending rounds

2. A meeting to go over 
literature searching/article 
appraisal

3. Any additional 
questions/meetings

4. Presentation day and 
evaluation form

Ask

Acquire

AppraiseImplement

Evaluate



In patients with 
Henoch Schonlein

Purpura, does the use 
of steroids vs. no 

medications prevent 
the development of 

nephritis?

In patients with 
rhabdomyolysis, do 

fluids with 
bicarbonate reduce 

creatnine levels faster 
than fluids without 

bicarbonate?

In patients with the flu and
pneumonia, does the addition 

of Vancomycin for MRSA 
coverage in addition to 

Rocephin resolve the patient’s 
pneumonia/clinical status 
faster than treating with 

Rocephin alone?

Should screening 
for celiac disease 
be performed in 

pediatric patients 
with type 1 
diabetes?

For children with 
asthma, do daily 

singulair
(montelukast) 

treatments prevent 
hospitalizations for 

asthma exacerbation?
In patients with 

pancreatitis, is early 
feeding more 

beneficial than 
nothing by mouth 

and IV fluids in aiding 
in recovery?

In pediatric patients 
with dermatomyositis, 
are steroids only or 
steroids and adjunct 

treatment more 
effective at controlling 

symptoms?

In pediatric patients 
with renal abscesses, is 
IV antibiotics or surgical 
drainage more likely to 
reduce hospital length 

of stay? 





General feedback and next steps

• Anecdotally very positive!
– “Wish we had done this in year 1.”

• More librarian integration
• Current cohort: June 2018 – May 2019
• Potential for before/after analysis via surveys



Thank you!

Questions?

Steph Hendren: shendren@augusta.edu
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