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BACKGROUND RESULTS

CONCLUSIONS

• Naloxone is an opioid antagonist medication that can reverse 
the effects of an opioid overdose.

• NARCAN®  is a formulation of naloxone that is administered 
as a nasal spray.

• In an effort to reduce the number of opioid overdose deaths 
and decrease opioid use, several bills have been enacted in 
Georgia to expand access to naloxone by making it available 
without a prescription at any licensed pharmacy.

• Though the initial standing order was signed on December 
14, 2016 and a supporting bill signed in Spring 2017, the 
availability of naloxone in Georgia’s retail pharmacies is 
currently unknown. 

• This ongoing study examines the availability of NARCAN® 
Nasal Spray in Georgia’s retail pharmacies. 

• Sales have not been abundant in those 
pharmacies that stock NARCAN®, with 
more than 1/3 of pharmacies indicating 
that they do not stock it. Thus, there 
may be missed opportunities for life-
saving interventions.

 
• Additional research on facilitators and 

barriers to stocking NARCAN® may be 
warranted to increase its availability.

• Future research will examine the 
potential  “supply and demand” 
relationship by merging these data with 
county-level opioid overdose deaths, 
emergency room visits, and 
hospitalizations.

• The Fall 2018 pharmacy survey will 
expand by asking pharmacists about 
the availability of drop boxes, 
medication lock boxes, and dissolution 
agents.

METHODS

Study Sample: 

• Retail pharmacies in Georgia were chosen using a stratified 
random sampling method (based on county size). 

• A phone survey was conducted in Spring 2018 with 
pharmacists.

• A total of 224 pharmacies (approximately 10% of the 
population) completed the survey.

Measures: 

• Whether customers had inquired about NARCAN®.

• Whether the pharmacy stocked NARCAN®.

• The number of sales in the past 60 days.

• The number of customers counseled on the proper use of 
NARCAN®.

• Whether other formulations of naloxone were stocked (e.g., 
auto-injector).

• The cost of a single dose of NARCAN®.

• Almost two thirds of Georgia’s retail 
pharmacies currently stock NARCAN® 

• Among all pharmacies, about two in five 
report that customers have inquired 
about NARCAN® in the past 60 days.

• Less than one in four pharmacies 
(n=40) report selling one or more units 
of NARCAN® in the past 60 days. 

 
• Among those reporting sales, the 

number of units sold ranged from 0 to 
10 with most reporting sales of 1 or 2 
units.
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  Figure 1. Is NARCAN® currently stocked?

 Figure 2. NARCAN® Nasal sprays dispensed or sold in 
past 60 days

 Figure 3. Have you ever had customers inquire about 
NARCAN®?
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