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MCG faculty , staff and students joined the rest of 
Augusta and the nation this past week in enjoying the 
annual springtime spectacle of the Masters Golf Tournament. 

Cos~ of gold fillings rising 
"If we keep using the 

high percentages of gold in 
fillings (seventy five per-
cent or greater) there is no 
way we can keep the cost of 
the gold fillings down," 
says Dr. Issac Hawkins, 
assistant professor of re-
storative dentistry at MCG's 
dental school. 

With the cost of gold 
rising, effects of the in-
creases are going to be felt 
by dentists and their pa-
tients as much as by those 
buying and selling jewelry. 
"This is going to affect the 
cost of what the dentist has 
to pay for gold fillings, 
his laboratory cost for 
making the fillings and 

certainly the price paid by 
the patient," Hawkins states. 

When a dentist speaks of 
the amount of gold used in 
a filling, inlay or crown, 
he is dealing with a measure 
known as pennyweights. There 
are 24 pennyweights in an 
ounce and a filling will 
require anywhere from three 
to six pennyweights of gold. 
"At this time, dentists are 
paying between $35 and $50 
a pennyweight for gold, so 
you can see the price shoots 
right up there," he explains. 

Hawkins says this cost 
is for a filling using a 
high percentage of gold like 
the 75 percent mentioned 
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Larson to lecture 
at Homecoming 

Connie Larson, president 
of the National Commission 
f or Health Certifying Agen-
cies, will be speaking at 
MCG on two occasions May 9 
as part of MCG Homecoming 
activities. 

She will speak at 10:30 
a.m., May 9 in the large 
auditorium giving an over-
view of trends and legisla-
tion affecting allied health 
professions. 

At 1:30 p.m., May 9 in 
the large auditorium she 
will speak on "Standards: 
Set by Whom?". Both lectures 
are open to faculty, staff 
and students. 

Sixty five major health 
groups organized the NCHA 
for the purpose of sanction-
ing certifying agencies 
which meet standards of 
certification. 

Larson is also the direc-
tor of the Manpower Division 
of the Minnesota Department 
of Health. This division 
is best known for its pio-
neering work in developing 
a system of state regulation 
for health and human service 
professions. 

The educator has served 
on many Sb.ate and national 
advisory organizations in-
cluding the national board 
of directors of the American 
Physical Therapy Association. 



4/13-19/80 
Occupational Therapy Week 
Medical Technology Week 
Nurses' Week 

4/15-16/80 
Board of Regents of 

University System of Georgia 
visit Medical College campus. 

4/17/80 6:30 p.m. 
Community Room, Augusta Mall 

Medical Technology Week 
celebration. 

4/18-19/80 
MCG School of Medicine 

continuing education course, 
"Prevention and Health 
Maintenance." 

4/19/80 
State Star Student Tour 

of Medical College. 

4/20/80 11 a. m. 
Brunch honoring the in-

terns and preceptors of 
Talmadge's "Nurse Internship" 
program at the home of Dr. 
Kathy Rufo, Director of 
Staff Development and Coor-
dinator of the Internship 
program. 

4/21-25/80 
MCG School of Nursing 

continuing education course, 
"Coronary Care Nursing." 

4/21/80 1:30 p.m. 
Large Auditorium 

Dean's Distinguished 
Lecture Series, MCG School 
of Nursing. 

4/21/80 7:35 & 8:45 p.m. 
John Milledge Gym 

MCG employees basketball-
A&B Holes vs Cafeteria fol-
lowed by The Dogs vs Dietary. 

4/22/80 7:35 & 8:45 p.m. 
John Milledge Gym 

MCG employees basketball-
Operating Room vs A&B Holes 

Lecture series honors Bernard 
An expert in radiotherapy 

will be the first Bernard 
Lecturer in cancer at MCG. 

Dr. Eleanor D. Montague, 
radiotherapist and professor 
of radiotherapy at M.D. 
Anderson Hospital and Tumor 
Institute in Houston will 
present the Bernard lecture 
at noon April 24 in AD 100. 

Her topic will be "Opti-
mal Combinations of Surgery 
and Irradiation in Cancer 
Treatment." 

The late Dr. Guy Talmadge 
Bernard, whom the lecture 
honors, was a 1907 graduate 
of MCG and a pioneer in the 

use of radium for treatment 
of skin cancers, as well as 
for other cancers. He was 
the founder of the Universi-
ty Hospital Cancer Clinic, 
which now bears his name, 
and from which funds were 
derived to build the Bernard 
wing of University Hospital. 
He died Dec. 22, 1960, leav-
ing funds to MCG to estab-
lish a course of lectures 
devoted to cancer and relat-
ed subjects. 

Dr. Montague's presenta-
tion is open to all those 
interested. 

Take stock in America-buy bonds 
How many of you regularly 

march down to your local 
savings and loan and deposit, 
even a small amount, so that 
you'll be building a nest 
egg? 

If you're like most 
people, it's difficult to 
remember to make that sav-
ings deposit, especially 
when money is so tight. 

Now, MCG employees can 
join a very convenient way 
of savings, and show support 
for our country by buying 
Series EE energy bonds 
through the payroll deduc-
tion plan. 

followed by Dietary vs 
C.E.P. All Stars. 

4/23/80 4 p.m. 
Small Auditorium 

Cardiology lecture se-
ries - Dr. Bruce Rice, 
chairman of MCG Department 
of Oral Medicine, will pre-
sent "How to Stop Smoking". 

4/24/80 Noon 
Room 100, Dental Building 

First Guy Talmadge 
Bernard Lecture. 

These bonds pay seven 
percent if held until they 
mature in 11 years. Employ-
ees will find informational 
flyers and payroll deduction 
forms, if they decide to 
buy the bonds, in the April 
25 and April 30 paychecks. 
Cost of the bonds is 50 
percent of the face value, 
that is a $25 bond costs 
$12.50. 

Researcher on campus 
Dr. Jack M. Rary, who 

ha s been in the limelight 
of public interest recently 
for his work in fertilizing 
human eggs in the test tube, 
will be on campus April 24. 

Dr. Rary, professor of 
obstetrics-gynecology and 
director of the genetics 
lab at Eastern Virginia 
Medical School, Norfolk 
will present his lecture at 
4 p.m. in room 3Jl, R&E 
Building. His visit here 
is sponsored by the depart-
ments of obstetrics and 
gynecology and endocrinology. 

Title of his presenta-
tion is "In- Vitro Fertiliza-
tion of Oocytes and Embryo 
Transfer in Humans." 



A. OZAWA MD; derm, with S. Machida MD, 
T. Watabe MD, and S. Kawada MD, all Takai 
Univ., Japan, wrote "A Case of Bilateral 
Klippel-trenaunay Syndrome Including the 
Venographic Study," Rinsho Derma 21(13): 
1125-1129, Dec., 1979. 

L.C. HARTLAGE PhD, neuro/ped, has been ap-
pointed chairman, Amer. Acad. of Ped./Amer. 
Psych. Assn. Liaison Committee. 

HARTLAGE, with M. Mains MA, Gracewood 
State Sch. and Hospital, will present "De-
gree of Lateral Dominance and Conceptual 
Ability" for the S.E. Psych. Assn., in Wash-
ington, DC. 

HARTLAGE, with K. STOVALL MA, neuro, will 
present "Effects of Common Drugs on Psycho-
logical Test Performance" and "Age/Test Va-
lidity Interactions in Preschool Assessment" 
at the same meeting. HARTLAGE will also 
chair and discuss the section on "Factors 
Influencing Longitudinal Mental Development." 

HARTLAGE, with R. MARTIN PhD, humanities, 
and S. Miller PhD, Rehabilitation Ctr., 
Cleveland, Ohio, will present "Informed Con-
sent and Patient Understanding of Risks" for 
the Southern Soc. of Philosophy and Psych. 

M.E. BROOME HN, maternal/child nurs, has 
written a book review of Screening Growth & 
Development of Preschool Children: A Guide 
to Test Selection. The review appears in 
the J. of Maternal Child Nurs., March--April, 
1980. 

J.T. WILSON PhD, cmb, received $63,805 
from Natl. Heart, Lung & Blood Inst. for 
"Fine Struc tural Analysis of Human Rb Genes." 

K. GREEN PhD, Reg. prof., ophth, received 
$52, 919 from Natl. Eye :rnst. for "Ion and 
Water Movement in Ocular Tissues." 

S. HOULIHAN, radio, served as visiting in-
structor at Bartlett Hospital, Juneau, Alas-
ka, where he presented "Ultrasound: Where 
Are We and Where Are We Going?" and other 
presentations during his two week visit. 

M. SINGH MD, med/gastroenterology/VA, was 
invited by NIH to discuss "Frontiers in Pan-
creatic Physiology: A Workshop" at the 
Sheraton Intl. Conf. Ctr., Resten, Va. 

SINGH, presented "Effect of Chronic Etha-
nol Intake on Protein Metabolism in Rat Pan-

creas" at the joint meetings of the Amer. 
Pancreatic Assn. and the Natl. Pancreatic 
Cancer Project, in Chicago. 

SINGH, wrote "Calcium Requirements in the 
Action of Cholecystokinin-pancreozymin on 
Pancreatic Acinar Cell Metabolism," Life Sc. 
25:247-258, 1979. 

SINGH, wrote "Calcium and Cyclic Nucleo-
tide Interaction in Secretion of Amylase 
from Rat Pancreas in vitro," J. Physic. (Land) 
296:159-176, 1979. 

And, SINGH, wrote "Effect of Vitamin B6 
Deficiency on Pancreatic Acinar Cell Func-
tion," Life Sc. 26:715-724, 1980. 

V.B. MARESH PhD, DPhil, Reg. prof./chair., 
endocrin, has been elected to a two year 
term as pres. of the Intl. SOc. of Repro-
ductive Med. 

MARESH, was invited to pr•~sent a sympo-
sium on "Current Concepts on the Control of 
Ovarian Function" as part of the program of 
the 10th World Congress on Fertility & Ster-
ility, to be held in Madrid, Spain. 

Jim Jennings, hospital administration, (L) 
and Eugene Harrison, manager of clinical 
systems development (R) hold a check for 
$730 which will be given to the Augusta 
Boxing Club. The money was raised by the 
Summerville Exchange Club. Harrison is 
president of the organization and Jennings 
served on the committee which coordinated 
the fund raising efforts. 



Gold & Dentistry 
con' t from p.l 

earlier. As the quantity of 
gold used in the filling 
decreases, then the price of 
the filling will come down 
also. "There is a minimum 
amount of gold dentists like 
to use in fillings, around 
50 percent," he cautions. 
"Below this, we get a little 
displeased with the physical 
properties of the metal and 
what it does." 

Since there are limits 
to the effectiveness of the 
amount of gold used in fill-
ings and crowns and with the 
cost steadily increasing, 
Hawkins says there are sev-
er al alternative materials 
being used for fillings. 

Hawkins works with alternative materials for dental 
fillings. 

"We are having success 
with alloys that are a com-
bination of precious metals, 
alloys that don't have gold 
in them and porcelain. We 
are fusing the porcelain to 
the underlying metal so we 
have the strength of the 
metal plus the strength of 
the porcelain. This is 
producing some very satis-
factory restorations that 
are within the range of 
people who are on middle 

incomes," the dent i st ex-
plains. 

Included in the favorable 
results of the alternative 
alloys for fillings and 
crowns is the length of 
time they last. "Regardless 
of the metal used, no fill-
ing is permanent. A good 
filling, be it gold, silver 
or another alloy, will last 
between five and 10 years, 
sometimes longer. A lot 
depends on how well a person 
takes care of their teeth," 
Hawkins states. 

When a filling has to be 
replaced, the dentist has 
to destroy al~ost 60 percent 
of the gold in the process 

Sam Wingfield retired from MCG after serving 11 years in 
several important positions. In recent years he served as 
assistant comptroller in charge of retail operations, rev-
enue and vendor accounting and revenue accounting and 
student loans. He was presented with a 35mm camera at a 
reception held in his honor. 

of removing the filling. 
"The diamond drill used to 
split the crown physically 
gr inds the gold into very, 
very small particles. Some 
of the restoration is left, 
but not much," he says. 

A person replacing one 
gold filling with another 
can not use the gold from 
the first restoration even 
if a good portion is left , 
Hawkins states, since it 
must first be melted down to 
vaporize the trace elements 
that have been mixed with 
the gold. 

"In the future , if you 
have enough money the gold 
will be there, but it becomes 
a cost situation. Some pa-
tients just won't be able 
to afford the high gold al-
loys and this is why we are 
working on alternative meta ls 
for fillings and crowns," 
Hawkins concludes. 
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