LPN's serve in special role
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MCG insurance
policy changes
Some policy changes have
been made in our Blue Cross/
Blue Shield Health Insurance
contract that were effective
Jan. 1. These changes are:

1. Major Medical

a. A timeliness of
filing clause has been
added.
Claims must be
filed by Dec. 31 of
the year after the
claim was incurred.
b. The amount payable
for outpatient nervous
and mental visits has
increased from $10 to
$25 per visit. · The
yearly maximum remains
at $1,000.

2. Diagnostic Outpatient
X-ray and Laboratory
(DOXL) Services (applicable to the Optional Family Plan only):
a. $100 DOXL continues
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Everyone in a hospital
knows who they ar e and what
they do.
They are not registered nurses and they
aYen't nursing assistants.
Then what are they?
They are licensed practical nurses, an indispensable part of the nursing
team at Talmadge.
Skilled
in practical application of
nursing knowledge, our LPNs
give patient care and c1.irect
others in providing that
care. A work day might include giving medications,
changing surgical dressings,
implementing physicians' orders, or assessing changes
in a patient's condition.
LPNs are highly valued
members of the nursing team
in the hospital, state RNs
Martha Lowe and Ruth
Pritchard, nursing supervisors.
Their work is psycho-social as well as physical in that they work with
families of patients and

make e very effort to comfort
the patients.
To become an LPN, one
year of educational preparation is required with emphasis on practical clinical
skills.
Because Talmadge
is a teaching hospital with
unique cases, more complex
knowledge is required.
Special classes are offered
to increase competency and
offer a chance for promotion,
states Dr. Katherine Rufo,
director, staff development.
"In the classes the nurses review patho-physiology
of the different body systems
that nurses encounter on the
unit; the current medical
treatment of the time; the
concepts of the nursing process and team approach to
care; and the supervisory
management of patient care."
"We couldn't make it
without the LPNs. They are
loyal, supportive, and do a
good job," the nurses conclude.

Leadership Augusta at MCG
A group of Augusta's future leaders visited the MCG
campus Thursday, sponsored
by the Augusta Chamber of
Commerce.
Dr. William H. Moretz,
president, welcomed the group
during a luncheon in the surgery library, Sydenstricker
Wing. Mr. James Blissit,
vice-president presented
MCG's financial impact on the
community and Dr. Charles
Wray, chief of staff at Talmadge Memorial, defined the
role of the hospital.

Dr. Robert Ellison, Dr.
Armand Karow and Dr. Judson
C. Hickey also made presentations to the group.
Leadership Augusta acquaints its members with
various aspects of Augusta
life by exploring all sides
of vital issues.
This week
the group is touring medical
facilities of the city.
Coordinating the program for
the chamber is Jerusa Whitaker
of the Leadership Augusta
Executive Committee.

Topics of interest to MCG highlighted
Editor's note: Periodica lly, MCG news colwrrns will
brie fly review some of the
actions on the national
s cene that come across our
de sk and might be of interest t o f aculty and staff.
President Jimmy Carter's
rescission message to Congress carries "fighten words"
for health care education.
He has asked for an immediate rescission of capitation
funds. This includes funds
for medicine, dentistry,
but Carter's request would
permit nursing to retain
its capitation.
Several Congressme n on
the subcommittee have reacted negatively to the
request, noting that just
three months ago, Congress
debated the issue, resulting
in p. 96-123, which has replaced an Appropriation Act
this year.
AAMC's weekly report
notes that "this may be the
opening s alvo of a long
fight, reminiscent of that
of last year when medical
schools lost 20 percent of
their appropriated capitation money."

*

*

*

The U.S. House Veteran's
Affairs Committee Subcommittee on Medical Facilities
heard comments from Paul W.

Schafer, chief of thoracic
surgery at Georgetown Washington D.C. VA Medical Center and professor of surgery
at Georgetown University
that the association between
VA hospitals and medical
schools is any thing but
desirable.
As outlined in the AAMC
weekly report #80-5, Shafer's
comments "concentrated on
the all powerful Deans' Committees and the 'domination'
of the VA hospital s ystem
by medical schools: more-

Insurance changes

over, he characterized the
affiliated medical s chool
as a 'wrecking c rew' as
' l etha l as cancer'."
Dr. John Cooper was given
the opportunity to r e fute
the allegations and t o
po i nt out the benefits of
the VA/medical school relationships. The subcommittee
did state a need to become
further educated on the subject. AAMC currently is
preparing such information
as might be desired by the
subcommittee.
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to be provided each
calendar year for the
subscriber (employee)
in both the Optional
Individual and the
Optional Fami ly Plans.
The change in the
Optional Family Plan
now provides $100 each
calendar year for the
spouse of the subscriber, and an additional
$200 each calendar
year for all of the
subscriber's other

dependents combined .
The above change came
about as a result of a
research project by Blue
Cross/Blue Shield by which
it wa s learned that only in
rare instances would a f amily 's need for DOXL servi ces
ex ceed the amounts specified.
The new procedure also simplifies the processing of
DOXL claims which helps to
r educe the administra tive
costs.

Campus surplus property list available
An up-to-date list of surplus property available for
transfer to budget units on campus, at no cost, wa s
mailed out on Feb. 12. If you did not receive a list i ng
of this property and are inter e sted, you may stop by t he
Materia ls Management division and t ake a look a t t h is
listing.

Family practice to open Southside Terrace clinic
The famil y practice
department hopes to open a
new clinic next month a t
Southside Terrace housing
project .
The fami l y orient ed
clinic wil l concentr ate on

screenings, ordinary labora tory tests and f ollow-up
care for r e s i dents of
Souths ide .
Bob Ful ton, project a dministrator, explains tha t
eventually t he facility

will oper a t e in conj unction
with the C&Y and the M&I
pr ojects.
The Augusta Housing
authority i s provi ding physical facilities for the
clinic.

E.W. BERG MD, ortho surg, with P.J. Nicholls MD, and D. Nicholls, Airesearch Manufacturing Co. of Calif., wrote "Acoustic
Emission in Bonea," Bulletin of Prosthetics
Res., pp. 362-365, fall, 1979.
J.C. CALVERT MD, PhD, chair., fam prac,
received $96,500 from Div. of Med., HEW, for
"Predoctoral Training in Family Med."

K.J. ANUSAVICE PhD, DMD, restor
dent, received $37,346 from
Natl. Inst. of Dent. Res. for
"Optimization of Hetal-ceramic
Restoration Design."
G.M. CLAYTON EdD, adult nurs, is participating in the Nursing Research Devt. in the
South Project, funded by a $300,000 grant
from Div. of Nurs., HEW. She is one of 78
nurse researchers divided into 19 research
teams to investigate specific problems in
nursing education.

J.P. BOINEAU MD, med/VA, received $49,518 from Natl. Heart,
Lung & Blood Inst. for "Delayed
& Asymmetric Ventricular Conduction Mechanisms."
T. OKABE PhD, and C.W. FAIRHURST PhD,
Reg. prof., dent materials, received $2,095
from Engelhard Minerals & Chemical Corp. for
research.
M. SHARAWY PhD, oral bio/ana, wrote "Increase in Free Cholesterol Content of the
Adrenal Cortex after Stress: Radioautographic and Biochemical Study," Amer. J. of Ana.
156(4):567-576, 1979.
R.C. LITTLE MD, chair., physio, was guest
speaker at the kick-off luncheon of the
Richmond Co. Heart Unit's 1980 Heart Fund
drive. His topic was "Why a Heart Association?"

MCG news columns offers this space as a
resource for MCG employees who want to form
carpools. In each issue, your name, hours,
the area in which you live and how you can
be contacted will be printed here. To use
this service, send the above information to:
MCG news columns, AA 134. Three or more
employees who do form a carpool reay register
with Public Safety and receive a reserved
parking space. Call 2911 for more information.
Any employee interested in carpooling
from the Clearwater, S.C. area, please call
Wanda, ext. 3691 or Darnell, ext. 2151.
Working hours are 8 - 4:30.
Any employee interested in carpooling
from Wrightsboro Road and Powell Road area,
please call Grayson Tucker, ext. 2214.
Working hours are 8 - 4:30. Have to go by
Curtis Baptist School in morning and afternoon.
Additional rider needed for carpool from
Lincolnton, Georgia area. If interested,
please call Forest Inglett, ext. 3788.
Working ho~r are 8 - 4:30.
Additional rider needed for carpool from
Belvedere, S.C. If interested, please call
Ava Corbin, ext. 3480. Working hours are
3:30 - 5.
Anyone interested in carpooling from the
National Hills area, please call Maggie
Barry, ext. 2178. Working hours are 8:3 0 5.
Anyone interes ted in carpooling from the
Regency (Thomas Lane) area, please call
Cindy Johnson, ext. 3967. Working hours
are 8: 30 - 5.

Teachers retirement report ready
Teachers Retirement System Annual Report
1978-1979 will be sent intracampus to all
participating employees during the next
few weeks. These reports will be individually addressed and therefore will not be
received by all employees at the same time.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for this procedure
to be completed.

PAC chairman honored
Trustees of the Georgia Foundation f or
Independent Colleges, Inc. honored Gerald
H. Achenbach, chairman of the board of
Piggly Wiggly Corp. Feb. 11 at the Century
Center Hotel in Atlanta.
James C. Austin, director of Institutional Relations at MCG, was a special guest
for the occasion.
Achenbach is the chairman of the MCG
President's Advisory Council and a long
time supporter of the Medical College.

Cinderella to be presented

Career Opportunity Day
for Allied Health
Sciences, Undergraduate
Nursing and Graduate
Nursing Stud i es
Student Center
Salad Bar
Student Center

Feb. 26
3-6: 30 p.m.

Feb. 21

5 p .m.

Rugby: MCG vs.
Charleston Rugby
Football Club
Richmond Academy

Feb. 23

Movie: Little Big
Man
Student Center

Feb. 27
8 p.m.

Tag Mobile
Rear of Murphey
building

Feb. 28
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
2-4 p.m.

The Georgia Dance Theatre Company will
open its spring season in Augusta with the
production of Frankie Levy 's "Cinderella"
on Friday, Feb. 29 and Saturday, March 1 in
the Music Hall of the Bell Auditorium. The
two performances of this fairy tale will be Spring basketball season begins
presented in one evening and one matinee
MCG's early spring basketball season
performance. Curtain time for the Friday
performance is 8 p.m. while the matinee on begins March 17 with games scheduled at
7:35 p.m. every Monday and Tuesday at John
Saturday will begin at 3 p.m.
Milledge School gymnasium. Each team must
pay a $125 fee no later than March 1 to be
The keypunch section of the
included. It is preferred that participatDivision of Systems and Computer
ing teams wear uniforms.
Services has moved to BA A-231.
Interested persons or departments should
Their number has been changed from
contact Bishop Reid, ext. 2969, for more
3559 to 2667.
information.

Tour and See Day
set Saturday at MCG
The annual Tour and See
Day at the Medical College
is set Feb. 23 for all
Georgia high school students
interested in health careers.
This is the first y ear the
event has been open to students s tatewide a nd it a l so
include s some coll eg e students.

