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The Robert B. Greenblatt, M.D. Library 
migrated from the Ex Libris Voyager ILS to 
Alma, a cloud-based library system over the 
course of two years. The migration was 
coordinated by the University System of 
Georgia (USG) to allow member institutions to 
grow beyond Voyager, which was nearing the 
end of its lifecycle.

This poster examines challenges specific to a 
health sciences library during the migration.
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Introduction

• The data and implementation process 
included 59 data cleanup tasks established by 
Ex Libris

• Tasks were organized by the University 
System of Georgia (USG) into three groups:

• Mandatory
• Recommended
• Optional 

• The health sciences library identified priority 
tasks to address first

• Librarians at each library took responsibility 
for tasks within their departments

Methods

Results

At a health sciences campus, library patrons do not necessarily 
leave after four years or after graduation. They may remain as staff 
or graduate students for a significant period of time. 

The majority of duplicate barcodes were due to human error 
or batch upload mismatches. More than 75% of the total 
were missing a barcode altogether. 

Of the 700 records identified in the initial report, 88 were physical 
items needing updating. These items had been withdrawn but the 
bibliographic record remained. 

The data cleanup tasks prepared library data to 
migrate successfully, but also established new best 
practices for Alma and eliminated messy and 
outdated records.

Some best practices we implemented are: 
• In the USG Consortia, if the library withdraws the 

only item holding for a record, then they must 
also suppress the bibliographic record in the 
network level

• Reduce number of locations and patron groups 
to establish higher-level control and streamline 
workflows

Conclusion
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Temporary locations were removed from item records and 
permanent locations were instituted.
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• 59 data cleanup tasks (provided by USG)
• Greenblatt Library completed 43 total: 27 mandatory, 13 recommended, and 3 optional tasks
• Remaining tasks were either completed by USG or were deemed inapplicable to our library 

11.00%

89.00%

Patrons with Expiration Dates before 01/01/2013 (567 Total)  

Patrons with an active 
circulation account or unpaid 
fines or fees

Patrons that can be expunged

As the only health 
sciences library in 
the USG that uses 
the NLM 
classification, it 
was important to 
preserve MeSH 
headings in the 
migration. 

USG decided to 
load Augusta 
University’s 
records first into 
the Alma cloud to 
preserve the MeSH 
headings. 
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