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INTRODUCTION

METHODS

• An academic health sciences librarian, embedded in a 
public health institute, assisted in the preparation of a 
recently revived journal: Journal of the Georgia Public 
Health Association (jGPHA). 

• The Augusta University Institute of Public and 
Preventive Health (IPPH) serves as the academic 
partner to a state public health association (the Georgia 
Public Health Association (GPHA)), which published the 
journal from 2006-2009.

• The journal was revived by the IPPH and GPHA as an 
open access publication in 2015. 

APPLICATIONS FOR INDEXING

• The application for MEDLINE indexing was declined; no specific reasons for the decision were provided, but NLM 
advised the journal to re-apply in April 2018.  Despite this decision, many articles from jGPHA are included in 
PubMed due to their NIH funding.

• The application to the DOAJ was successful. The IPPH and GPHA are committed to following best practices for open 
access publishing and we are proud of our inclusion by the DOAJ.

CONCLUSIONS & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

• This ongoing project has enhanced the embedded librarian’s value to the IPPH and the jGPHA and assisted in the 
scholarly development of the journal. 

• The institute has begun a research study on state public health associations and barriers to publishing state-
level public health research; the librarian is included on the research team for this project as well.  

• The poster authors wish to acknowledge Selina Smith PhD, Mdiv, Professor & Curtis G. Hames, MD, Distinguished 
Chair, Department of Family Medicine, Medical College of Georgia and Faith Kinard, Administrative Associate, IPPH.

• The embedded librarian investigated and submitted 
applications for indexing in MEDLINE, Science Citation 
Index, and the Directory of Open Access Journals 
(DOAJ). 

• The Scholarly Communications librarian worked to 
ensure that JGPHA articles are now archived in the 
university’s digital repository, Scholarly Commons. 

• Crossref membership was obtained to grant DOIs

• The embedded librarian worked with IPPH 
administrative staff to develop a workflow process for 
assigning DOIs and troubleshoots problems assigning 
the DOIs.

• The two librarians advised the IPPH and GPHA to use 
a Creative Commons license as part of their author 
agreement/copyright statement on the journal’s web 
site.  The license statement was adopted by the journal 
and appears in each issue.
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WEB SITE REVISIONS

• The embedded librarian, who has years of experience in web site design, negotiated changes to the jGPHA website 
which was becoming more unorganized with each new issue. The librarian employed information architecture and 
design principles to better organize information on the webpages for the journal.
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