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Methods:
Beginning in the 1990's, the SC/MLA History Committee members recorded five oral 
histories. The transcriptions were stored in the Chapter archives. In 2003-2004 
Richard Nollan, Chair and Laura Kane, a member of the Southern Chapter History 
Committee, resurrected the Oral History Project. More members were retiring, and it 
was felt that their memories of Southern Chapter events should be preserved. 
Committee members publicized the project and began a list of possible interviewees. 
They developed the first Oral History web page, displaying the original five oral 
histories. In 2006-2007 Laura Kane, then Chair of the History Committee, added new 
initiatives to the Oral History Project. An official list of interview questions was 
developed and added to the web page along with three new transcriptions of oral 
history interviews. Bernie Smith of the MLA Oral History Committee contacted Laura 
Kane to discuss collaborating on oral histories. The SC/MLA Oral History Committee 
was identified as the model for other Chapter oral history projects.

Results and Conclusions:
At the 2007 Southern Chapter Annual Meeting, History Committee members 
recorded eight new histories in audio and video. Transcriptions of these interviews 
are on the new, graphical web page, designed for the Oral History Project in 2008. 
Included are photos of each interviewee, call-out boxes with specific quotes, 
criteria for selection, and links to oral histories of Southern Chapter members done 
by MLA.. Visit the SC/MLA oral history web page at 
http://www.scmla.org/oral_history.php.

The Southern Chapter's Oral History Project promotes medical librarianship in a 
unique way: by celebrating the careers, experiences and achievements of retired 
librarians who served the profession for much of their lives. What better way to 
preserve the history of the Southern Chapter than in the words of those who 
helped shape what Southern Chapter is today?

Objective: 
This poster will describe the SC/MLA Oral History Project , which preserves the early 
events of Southern Chapter in the recorded words of distinguished Southern Chapter 
members through interviews conducted by History Committee members one-on-one.
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Ann presented at one of the first meetings in  1953 in 
Birmingham and went on to become Chair of the group in 
the 1960s. Even though she opposed the split of the Group 
into the South Central Chapter and the Southern Chapter, 
Ann maintained close ties with both chapters.

...... She recollects the formality of the meetings when ‘all 
the ladies wore gloves and some wore hats’

Irene Graham recollects attending the first meeting of SC: 
"It was Mary Louise Marshall and Bill Postell, Sr., who 
were the founding members of the Southern Group, but it 
also included Sarah Brown and Mildred Crow. I attended 
their first meeting in Atlanta with Mildred Jordan, who I 
always referred to as the ‘Auntie Mame’ of libraries and the 
group there. And from then on I don’t think I missed a 
solitary meeting.

Painting  by Steve Moppert.  
Completed upon Irene’s retirement at the request 
of the MS Medical Center.  It hangs in the library

To new medical librarians, Sarah says, ‘Look for a 
mentor. Find someone whose work you admire, and let 
them know you would appreciate their advice and help. 
Keep your skills honed and learn at every opportunity.’

Southern Chapter Annual Meeting - Atlanta, Georgia, 1956

“Southern Chapter members really recognize and appreciate 
each other. It's a very encouraging environment for a 
librarian…I retired a little over a year ago, but it’s like some 
of my best friends are here, so I want to come back… “

Shortly after her retirement, Nancy won the first annual 
T. Mark Hodges Outstanding Service Award

http://www.scmla.org/oral_history.php
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