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... KIDNEY TRANSPLANT PROGRAM 
good centers kidney transplantation is carried out by residents and 
fellows (under supervision) during their training and· this is what I 
would have liked to do here. 

Is it true that you have not been allowed to accept patients for several 
months? 

Since September of last year, when I was told that my contract would 
not be renewed, I was excluded from clinical and transplant work at 
MCG. 

How many transplants have been done since then and with what 
results? 

Since July 1, 1972 until today only four patients at MCG were given 
kidney transplantation. During the same time the-number of patients 
on dialysis has almost trebled - there are now over thirty patients on 
chronic hemodialysis. The only successful kidney transplant during the 
past twelve months was the one I did on a child last December, over a 
great deal of protest. All the remaining three failed and one of these, a 
child, has undergone two unsuccessful attempts at transplantation. 
Since October, 1972 until today the number of cadaver kidneys 
procured at this medical center is 0 �(�~�)�.� 

What are the costs of transplantation at MCG and how do they compare 
with the national average? 

For my patients the average cost per transplant is less than $12,000 and 
in some cases as low as $5,000. For the rest of the patients transplanted 
at MCG the average cost has been over $35,000 and in three patients, I 
am told, it _ js· over $100,000 per patient. The national average is 
approximately $8,000 per transplant. 

You were awarded a grant by the Hartford Foundation for your liver 
transplantation work - what has been the outcome of that? • 

I was awarded a grant in the amount of $112,7 50 by the Hartford 
Foundation for a period of three years, to enable me to treat patients in 
liver failure. I had difficulty in getting the grant accepted by the 
institution on my behalf. Also, since I was not allowed to accept 
patients at MCG I have not been able to use the grant to treat patients. 
Indeed, three or four patients died in liver failure here who .could have 
been helped by our techniques of hepatic support. 

* * * * * * 
I would like to thank Dr. Abouna for · this interview and for 

exercising a considerable degree of restraint (as he has consistently 
done) in public statements concerning these events of the past year. 
What has happened in this situation is most discouraging and 
disheartening. While at first it may appear extraordinary, the statistical 
evidence has been well documented by medical records and by patient 
accounting. 

A more detailed resume of these issues has been submitted to the 
chairmen of all the departments' of the Medical College, to Dr. Joe 
Bailey, chief of staff ETMH, to Dr. Curtis Carter, dean of the Medical 
College, and to Dr. Bill Moretz, president of the medical school. 
Students, residents, faculty members, as well as patients have objected 
strongly to Pres. Moretz and to Governor Jimmy Carter concerning the 
failure of the Medical College to renew Dr. George Abouna's contract. 

The administration - Pres. Moretz's office -has continually refused 
to discuss the affair, stating that it is not institution policy to comment 
on the reasons for non-renewal of faculty contracts. The administration 
maintains that ample opportunity was available to Dr. Abouna (and Dr. 
Cotton) to appeal his contract renewal to the board of regents - even 
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though this procedure is not outlined as a recourse in the faculty 
hal).dbook, and even though the board readily follows presidential 
policies. 

Due to the morbidity, economic excesses and number of transplants 
performed, one is led to question the continuation of the cu-rrent 
program. In light of this it is incomprehensible that a surgeon who has 
trained under two pioneers of transplantation and who has a thorough 
knowledge and training, both surgically and immunologically, should be 
dismissed from the institution. It is incomprehensible that a man who 
in the past two years has published eighteen papers and co-edited two 
books should be lost to the Medical College. It is incomprehensible that 
this man has been banned from clinical activities since September, 
1972, thereby suffering patients, students, and house staff from the 
benefits of his practice and teaching. It is incomprehensible that a 
surgical department suffering the ills that confront the department here 
Should allow such a qualified surgeon to leave, let alone, actively force 
him.into practice elsewhere. It is incomprehensible that George Abouna 
Should be allowed to leave thl.s institution and that his experience be 
lost both for teaching and for the fifty to sixty patients per year 
requiring renal transplants in order to live a normal life. It is 
incomprehensible that he should not be allowed to continue research in 
liver perfusion and support techniques for patients in liver failure as 
provided in his Hartford grant of $112,750. It is left for the 
administration of the medical school to justify such action; and, it is 
left for the students, house staff, and citizens of Georgia to suffer such 
policy decisions. 

Dental Students AHention!!! 
Never in recent memory have any dental students contribmed to The 

Cadaver. The obvious explanation is that they are illiterate, but the fact 
that they have been observed using the appropriate rest rooms makes 
this unlikely. It would appear, then, that they have nothing to upset 
them. It is to remedy this situation that the following are submitted: 
(with apologies to Polacks everywhere) 

What happens to a Dentist when he picks his nose? 
His head caves in. · 

What's the smallest room in the world? 
The Dental Hall of Fame. 

In what-section of the paper do they prmt Dentist's obituaries? 
Civic improvement section. 

Why does a Dentist wear his hat to the toilet to take a crap? 
So he'll know what end to wipe. 

How can you tell a Dentist from an ape? 
The ape peels the banana before he eats it. 

What do you call a stork who brings Dentist's babies? 
A dope peddler. 

What do you get when you pour hot water on a Dentist? 
Instant shit. 

How did the Dentist get 35 holes in his head? 
From trying to learn to eat with a fork. 

What do you call 6 Dentists in a circle? 
A dope ring. 

How do you break a Dentist's finger? 
Hit him in the nose. 

What do Dentists use for lipstick? 
Preparation H suppositories. 

Did you hear about the lazy Dentist? 
He married a pregnant woman. 

What do you get when you cross a Dentist with a flower? 
A blooming idiot. 

Why does a Dentist carry a lump'of shit in his back pocket? 
For identification. 

Did you hear about the Dentist who found out that he had sugar in his 
urine? 

He pisses in his cereal every morning. 

Why do Dentists only get five minutes for a coffee break? 
Any longer and they would have to be completely retrained. 

What is the cross between an ape and a Dentist called? 
A retarded ape. 

What is a polaroid? 
A cross between a Dentist and a hemorrhoid - �t�h�e�~ �'� hoth give you a 
pain in the ass. 


