


Environmental Aesthetics, Ethics, and 
the Land-Community 

An Ecocritical Reading of Flannery O’Connor’s “A View of the Woods”



Overview
 What is Ecocriticism? 

 Who was Flannery O’Connor?

 Summary of “A View of the Woods” 

 My ecocritical reading of her text



Ecocriticism 
 Ecocriticism is critical theory 

that examines representations 
of the environment in order to 
better understand our attitudes 
toward the natural world.  



How does it work?
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Why do Ecocriticism? 

 Examining our cultural artifacts can help us understand how we are led 
to value or not value the environment.  

 We can then reflect on these values 



Flannery O’Connor



O’Connor Themes
 Her Catholic                  

  Faith 

 Regional Culture 



Story Summary 

“The electric power company had built a dam on the river and flooded great areas 
of the surrounding country and the lake that resulted touched his land along a 
half-mile stretch. Every Tom, Dick and Harry, every dog and his brother, wanted 
a lot on the lake” (O’Connor 526).  



Family and Land 

Grandfather  
Fortune

Mrs. Pitts 
(Mr. Fortune’s 

daughter)

Mary Fortune The six Pitts 
boys

Mr. Pitts 

Mrs. Pitts (G. 
Fortune’s 
daughter)



Environmental Aesthetics
 The theory of value is 

grounded in our subjective 
notion of what is beautiful 

 It is Anthropocentric 

 It is a perspective that Mary 
Fortune and Grandfather 
both share but express 
differently 

“We won’t be able to see the view” (O’Connor 528) 

“Every time he saw the same thing: woods—not 
a mountain, not a waterfall, not any kind of 
planted bush or flower, just woods” (O’Connor 
538). 



Environmental Aesthetic
Vulnerabilities 

 Relies on scenery 

 Is subjective 

 Ignores ecologically important 
land that is not scenic 

“if such value is subjective, those 
making environmental assessment 
decisions may be reluctant to 
acknowledge its relevance and 
importance, regarding it simply as 
based on, at worst, completely 
personal whims or, at best, 
relativistic, transient and soft-
headed cultural or artistic ideals” 
(296). 



The Land Ethic
 Promotes ‘biotic right’ 

 Accounts for ecological 
web of relationships 

 Has Objective Criteria 

“The land ethic simply 
enlarges the boundaries of the 
community to include soils, 
waters, plants, and animals, or 
collectively: the land” 
(Leopold, 204). 



Conclusion
•      O’Connor’s work 
exhibits an advanced 
environmental perspective. 

•      Both Leopold and 
O’Connor emphasize the 
ethical deployment of 
technology and the ethical 
approach to our 
environment.  

•     Ecocriticism encourages 
us to understand our own 
feelings, both as individuals 
and as a culture, toward the 
environment. 
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