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Results

Methods

Results (Cont.)

Iterative Code Development
-Data immersion
-Preliminary code development
-Application of codes to samples of data
-Finalized codebook
-Triangulation from raters of different disciplines

Thematic Analysis
-Coded data30 codes
-Compared & contrasted data
-Identified themes7 themes
-Assessed for disconfirming evidence

Discussion/Implications

MAJOR THEMES EXAMPLE QUOTES

Emotional Support:  Students anticipated the 
importance of their support network for managing 
the rigors of medical school.

“*** will allow me to have more 
contact with the people who will 
help me get myself through the 
rigors of medical school.”

Practical Planning/Life Responsibilities: 
Students balanced life responsibilities (e.g. 
housing), plans of significant others, and providing 
family support in making their campus preference.

“My boyfriend might attend *** 
Medical School…*** is closer to 
Atlanta than Augusta”

Class Size:  Students from both campuses spoke 
of class size as important and how it relates to 
instructional methods and forming student 
relationships.

“I feel that the smaller class size 
will foster a better learning 
environment, producing a more 
nurturing and supportive network.”

Educational Style:  Students often equated the 
method of instruction with the class size but also 
spoke of a match of instruction methods to their 
learning style.

“I feel that I learn better from a 
large lecture environment.”

Active Involvement:  Students who preferred the 
newer campus expressed a sense of excitement 
around active participation in the inaugural class.  

“I enjoy the challenge of taking a 
new and exciting idea and with 
great ambition, transforming it into 
reality.”

Ready:  Students who preferred the older campus 
often spoke of their “readiness”-an “I can walk right 
in and get started” approach.  A small, passionate 
group also spoke of established connections they 
made with the older campus, particularly during 
their interview day.

“I believe that the *** campus offers 
more established opportunities for 
research and clinical volunteering.”

Making the Transition:  Many students who 
preferred the older campus made reference to 
“escaping” their undergraduate environment for a 
location with fewer “distractions” and a “medical 
community.”

“I also look at medicine as a next 
step in my life and really want to 
move on from undergrad into a 

new town that helps mark this new 
stage in my life.”

• Many medical schools are moving or have moved to a multi-
campus model, providing students with new choices about 
where they might prefer to matriculate. Those choices may 
provide important information to guide the recruitment and 
admission process, and help students make informed 
campus selections. 

• Development of the GHSU-University of Georgia (UGA) 
Medical Partnership Campus, Athens, a new four-year 
campus, provided an opportunity to examine medical school 
matriculants’ reasons for campus preference.

Objective

• To describe and understand medical student applicants’ 
reasons for campus preference in our two-campus system, 
as provided during the application process.

Applicatio
n Interview Matriculation

•Students 
applied for 
Class of 
2014

•Students asked to 
provide a “brief 
rationale for requesting 
assignment to your 
preferred campus”
• 178 students provided 
a written statement
•Statement not used in 
admissions decisions

• 91/178 students 
were admitted and 
decided to 
matriculate at 
GHSU
•Statements were 
used to help assign 
students to one of 
two four-year 
campuses in the 
GHSU system

Analysis:
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• FOR GHSU:

• Should we provide more detailed curricular information 
during  campus visits/orientation to ensure accurate 
information is conveyed about class size and methods of 
instruction?

• Connections developed during on-campus visits can be 
particularly important for a subgroup of students.  We may 
need to  do more to ensure that student applicants are 
touring both campuses. 

• Student  perspectives may represent lack of familiarity with 
a newly developed campus.  How will student perceptions 
and preferences change over time as our newer campus 
continues to develop?

• FOR MEDICAL EDUCATION:

• Often students referenced their self-perceived learning 
style in relation to their undergraduate experiences.   Do 
preferences based on undergraduate experiences really 
match with how students learn best?  Do these 
preferences accurately predict student satisfaction and/or 
performance?

• The preponderance of student references to emotional 
support and life responsibilities, and the tie between these 
themes and geographic location of families and friends, 
may provide support for dispersed campus models.  How 
do students define “close” in terms of geographic proximity 
to others?

• Students concerns around “escaping” an undergraduate 
environment may indicate that the social transition to 
medical school is more difficult than one might 
hypothesize.  How can we best help our students through 
this transition?

Code Kappa

Class Size 0.69
Education Style 1.0
Fit with Degree Plans 0.59
Geographic Location 0.65
Giving Support 0.85
Mean kappa across all codes 0.84

Figure.  Inter-rater Reliability:  sample kappas and mean overall 
kappa


	Slide 1

