
by Christine Hurley Deriso

What differentiates a good edu-
cational experience from an excep-
tional one? What distinguishes an 
effective learning moment from a 
transformational one? When does a 
professor not only capture students’ 
attention, but their imagination?

These and many related ques-
tions will be the subject of a series 
of MCG forums slated for Decem-
ber.

The forums will generate feed-
back from the MCG community 
that will help shape MCG’s Quality 
Enhancement Plan. The QEP is a 
requirement of the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools, 
the accrediting body for higher-edu-
cation institutions in the South. The 

association will visit MCG in 2011 
to assess its mission, resources, 
programs, services and educational 
objectives. A successful visit will 
result in MCG’s reaccreditation.

“The QEP is a university-wide 
initiative that will enhance our 
educational mission far into the 
future,” said Dr. Roman Cibirka, 
MCG’s SACS liaison. “This isn’t just 
about putting our best foot forward 
for the accrediting team; it’s about 
rolling up our sleeves to ensure 
MCG is optimally fulfilling its mis-
sion.”

The forums will build on fac-
ulty, staff and student surveys that 
helped identify the major focus of 
the QEP. 

To further shape that focus, 
forum participants will weigh in on 
issues including:

• Technology-related ideas that 
enhance learning campuswide and 
are sustainable and measurable.
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Video helps MCG community 
plan for campus violence
by Christine Hurley Deriso

Soldiers at Fort Hood and 
students at Virginia Tech probably 
share similar stories about the days 
that tragedy struck on their cam-
puses: It was just a normal day….

Normalcy is the trump card of an 
armed, unstable individual seeking 
to wreak havoc in a highly populat-
ed area, such as a college campus. 
The more average a day it is, the 
higher the sense of complacency as 

people go about their routines.
MCG Emergency Management 

Coordinator Jimmy Murray doesn’t 
want to overly frighten or alarm 
anyone, but he does ask that the 
MCG community take a few min-
utes to think about the unthinkable.

“We hope tragedies such as cam-
pus shootings never occur, but our 
best defense is to be prepared for 
the eventuality,” Mr. Murray said.

The University System of Georgia 
has created a 10-minute video pro-
viding guidance on responding to 

an active shooter on campus. The 
video stresses the importance of 
planning, preparing and reacting.

“People prepare for crises such 
as fires and natural disasters,” Mr. 
Murray pointed out. “We simply 
want to heighten their awareness of 
preparing for violence as well.”

People who don’t think through 
their response to a campus shooter 
may find themselves paralyzed 
with fear or shock – a reaction they 

’Tis the season

The School of Dentistry lobby is bright with holiday cheer. 
For more holiday scenes across campus, see page 10. 
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MCG is a
tobacco-free campus

Students, faculty, staff 
invited to weigh in on QEP 

See Violence, page 6

See Forums, page 12



Briefs... 
    Need to Know news, events and more

Direct news correspondence to:  

Sharron Walls, Editor
swalls@mcg.edu

FI-1042, ext. 1-4410

beeper@mcg.edu

The Beeper  is published biweekly by Aiken Communications, 
a private firm in no way connected with the Medical College of 

Georgia. Opinions expressed by the writers herein are their own and 
are not considered an official expression by the Medical College of 
Georgia. The appearance of advertisements in this publication, to 

include inserts, does not constitute an endorsement by the Medical 
College of Georgia of the products or services advertised.

News and photos are provided by the 
Division of Strategic Support

www.mcg.edu/news/beeper
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EMPLOYEE ADDRESS CHANGES & CORRECTIONS should be 
made to Human Resources through department managers. 

Home address changes may be made in SoftServe.

RETIREES Contact the Human Resources benefits office 
at 706-721-3770 for address changes and corrections or 

to report changes in Benefits status.

beeper

Direct advertising inquiries to:

Dee Taylor, Sales Manager
AIKEN COMMUNICATIONS
P.O. Box 456, Aiken, SC 29802
1-800-559-2311 ext. 2371 

or  803-644-2371
dtaylor@aikenstandard.com

DEADLINES
for  Jan. 13 issue - Jan. 6 at noon
for  Jan. 27 issue - Jan. 20 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.
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Holiday closings
The MCG campus will be closed Thurs-

day and Friday, Dec. 24-25 for Christmas 
and Friday, Jan. 1 for New Year’s Day. The 
Human Resources Division also will be 
closed Wednesday, Dec. 23.

For more information: ext. 1-9365
 

Wellness Center
During December, give a Wellness 

Center gift certificate, available for mem-
bership packages and personal training 
sessions.  

The center will be closed Dec. 24-27 
and Jan. 1. It will be open from 6 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Dec. 21-23 and 28-30, and will close 
at 5 p.m. Dec. 31.

For more information: Patsy Donath, 
ext. 1-5043

Radiothon
The 2009 Cares for Kids Radiothon with 

104.3 WBBQ and 102.3 the Bull will broad-
cast from the Children’s Medical Center 
lobby Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
Dec. 10-12. Money raised will go toward 
specialized equipment, programs and 
projects such as renovation of the Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology Clinic. Pledges can 
be made by calling 706-922-KIDS or by 
visiting mcghealth.org/kids.

Weight Watchers
The next Weight Watchers @ Work 

series will begin Tuesday, Jan. 5. An open 
house will be held Tuesday, Dec. 22 at 
noon in the Magnolia Room of Terrace 
Dining. The deadline for joining is Mon-
day, Jan. 4.

Contact: Amanda Wright, amwright@
mcg.edu or Linda Henderson, lhender-
son@mcg.edu

VA benefits
The Department of Veterans Affairs 

has funds available for veteran students 
waiting for education benefit claims to 
be processed for fall 2009. Request a one-
time advance payment up to $3,000 by 
contacting the Atlanta regional office at 
1-888-442-4551 or visit www.va.gov. 

           

Volunteers sought
MCG staff volunteer data collectors 

are needed for the School of Nursing’s 
Fit, Body and Soul study, which tests the 
effectiveness of a diabetes prevention 
program in faith-based settings. Volun-
teers must have experience administering 
questionnaires or taking blood pressure, 
height, weight and waist circumference. 
Documented CITI training is preferred. 
Volunteers will be compensated. 

Contact: Geri Floyd, ext. 1-3445 or 
gfloyd@mcg.edu

Kohl’s Cares
The Children’s Medical Center is 

participating in the Kohl’s Cares for Kids 
program, which donates 83 percent of the 
sale price of select Kohl’s children’s books 
and matching plush toys. Purchases may 
be made online at Kohls.com or at the 
store at 4227 Washington Road in Evans.

Interfaith gathering
The MCG Baha’i Student Association 

sponsors interfaith devotional gatherings 
the first and third Sunday of the month at 
8 p.m. in room 108 of Residence IV. 

For more information: Philip Neiheisel, 
706-821-7220 or pneiheisel@mcg.edu

Moms connect
Moms Connection, a support group 

sponsored by Women’s Health to guide 
new mothers through the early stages of 
parenthood, meets every Tuesday from 
1-2 p.m. at 1225 Walton Way, room 1010C. 
Babies are welcome. 

For more information: ext. 1-8283 or 
mcghealth.org

New moms study
The Georgia Prevention Institute is 

looking for first-time moms in their third 
trimester or with a healthy baby less than 
2 months old to talk about life during their 
baby’s first year. Eligible participants must 
not smoke, take blood pressure medication 
or be diabetic and must be able to partici-
pate in normal activities. Participants will 
be paid.

For more information: Jane Mikell, ext. 
1-0084 or jlancaster@mcg.edu 

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and their 
immediate family free. The sessions may 
cover any personal or work-related area of 
concern and are held at 844 Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the Jan. 13 edition, deadline is Jan. 

6 at noon. For the Jan. 27 edition, deadline 
is Jan. 20 at noon. Send announcements 
or story suggestions to beeper@mcg.edu 
or contact Beeper Editor Sharron Walls 
at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) or 
swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted to the 
MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing NEEDTO-
KNOW@mcg.edu and the Campus Events 
Calendar at www.calendar.mcg.edu.

Are You Alert?

The MCG Alert System is a highly effective means of 
informing you of a campus emergency ... but only if we can 

reach you. Visit www.mcg.edu/alert to update 
your contact information.
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Family Medicine physician, resident honored
by Jennifer Hilliard

Dr. Bruce M. LeClair, associate 
professor of family medicine in 
the School of Medicine, has been 
named Georgia’s Family Medicine 
Physician of the Year by the Georgia 
Academy of Family Physicians.

Dr. Jennifer Herbert, a third-year 
resident in MCG’s Family Medicine 
residency program, has been named 
the academy’s Resident of the Year.

“Dr. LeClair serves as an excel-
lent role model to not only the stu-
dents he teaches and mentors, but 
to all family physicians in Georgia,” 
said Dr. Howard McMahan, board 
chair and immediate past president 
of the academy. “His dedication to 
his patients, community and profes-
sion make him the ideal recipient of 

this award.” 
“Dr. Herbert 

has an innate 
ability to provide 
care in such 
a patient and 
sensitive fashion 
in light of every 
thing that she 
is required to 
do in the course 
of a day,” said 

Dr. Joseph Hobbs, vice dean for 
primary care and community affairs 
and chair of family medicine in the 
School of Medicine. “Her initiative, 
leadership and the quality of her 
clinical care and teaching serve as 
an example for all of us.”

Dr. LeClair, a faculty member 
since 1994, served as the academy’s 
president in 2008 and as chair of 
the board of directors in 2009. He 

also serves on 
the academy’s 
Commission for 
Governmental 
Advocacy and as 
the group’s repre-
sentative on the 
Academic Family 
Medicine Advo-
cacy Committee. 
As the academy’s 
physician of the 

year, he will also be a candidate for 
the American Academy’s Physician 
of the Year.

Dr. LeClair is the director of the 
MCG Family Medicine Inpatient Ser-
vice and the medical director of the 
Department of Family Medicine’s 
HamesNet Practice-Based Research 
Network. He also serves as course 
director for the School of Medi-
cine’s Homeless Clinic Elective and 

rotation director of the Department 
of Family Medicine’s community 
medicine residency program. He 
is a core clinical educator for the 
School of Medicine and lectures in 
the Essentials of Clinical Medicine 
course about public health, health 
services, epidemiology and biosta-
tistics.

He serves as a board member for 
St. Vincent de Paul Health Center/
Coordinated Health Services and as 
a preceptor for the Salvation Army 
Women’s Health Free Clinic, which 
he founded in 2001 with students 
from the MCG student chapter of 
the American Medical Women’s As-
sociation. He has been the medical 
director for the student-run Health 
Care Clinic for the Homeless for the 
last 11 years.

Dr. LeClair is a fellow of the 
American Academy of Family Physi-

cians, and a member of the Medical 
Association of Georgia, the Society 
of Teachers of Family Medicine 
and the American Public Health 
Association.

Dr. Herbert, a 2006 graduate 
of the School of Medicine, is also 
an assistant professor of family 
medicine. Her research, Reducing 
Public Risk for Human Papilloma-
virus Infection in Cervical Cancer, 
was published in the Journal of the 
American Osteopathic Association 
Magazine in 2008.

Dr. Herbert also volunteers 
at the Salvation Army Homeless 
Clinic and the Women’s Health Free 
Clinic. She has served as a speaker 
for the MCG’s Family Medicine 
Interest Group and as a member of 
the academy’s Resident Board.

Dr. Herbert Dr. Leclair
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by Amy Connell

The first time Maegan Brass 
had to breathe for a patient during 
surgery, she was hooked. 

“I would squeeze the breathing 
bag and watch his chest rise and 
fall and think, ‘This is the coolest 
thing I’ve ever seen.’ I knew right 
then and there I wanted to be a 
nurse anesthetist,” said Maegan, 
who shadowed a nurse anesthetist 
while earning her undergradu-
ate degree at LaGrange College in 
LaGrange, Ga.

Her work with several MCG 
nursing anesthesia students during 
clinical training at West Georgia 
Health Systems solidified her deci-
sion to enroll in the MCG Nursing 
Anesthesia Program, where she is 
completing her junior year. 

“I would constantly see them 
follow up on their patients and was 
really impressed with the quality 
of care,” Maegan said. “That really 
put the bug in my ear about MCG’s 
nursing anesthesia program.”

MCG’s 28-month program is one 
of only two in the state preparing 
certified registered nurses to spe-
cialize in anesthesia. The program 
offers rotations at more than 20 

sites across Georgia in specialties 
including obstetrics, pediatrics, 
neurosurgery and cardiovascular 
surgery.

“My favorite part of the program 
is the clinical portion. It’s amazing 
when you get to learn how to train 
your hands to do what your brain 
has studied so hard in the book 
for nearly a year,” said Maegan, 
a native of Newnan, Ga., whose 
husband, Matt, accompanied her 
to Augusta. “One of the things the 
program teaches us is to check up 
on our patients. My job isn’t over 
just because the surgery is over. So 
it’s nice when you’re on a clinical 
rotation and get to have that pa-
tient/care provider relationship.”

Maegan is completing her first 
clinical rotation at Piedmont Fayette 
Hospital in Fayetteville, Ga., where 
she admiringly cites a preceptor 
who can remove a gall bladder in 
13 minutes. “It really keeps me on 
my toes, and I have to constantly 
be thinking.”

Interim Program Director James 
Masiongale, who has received ex-
cellent evaluations from Maegan’s 
preceptors, applauds her work ethic 
and leadership skills. 

“Maegan is an ‘A’ student in ev-
ery way, is extremely motivated and 
has actively been involved in our 

state organization,” Mr. Masiongale 
said. 

She is president of the Georgia 
Association of Nurse Anesthetists’ 
Student Board, updating fellow 
students on events and writing a 
column for the association’s maga-
zine, To & Fro. 

“I wanted to be more involved in 
the profession, and I thought GANA 
was an excellent venue. I think it’s 
so important that we raise aware-
ness for the profession and get stu-
dents more involved,” Maegan said. 
“The association also gives us the 
opportunity to speak to practicing 
nurse anesthetists and help us get 
jobs and find new clinical sites.” 

Maegan hopes to work with 
trauma patients after graduation. 
“I’m a busybody, so I think I would 
enjoy working in a trauma unit,” 
she said with a laugh, “but I’m not 
opposed to returning to a small 
town and doing something a little 
slower-paced.”

For more information about 
MCG’s Nursing Anesthesia Pro-

gram, call Melvenia Blanchard, pro-
gram specialist, at ext. 1-9558, or 

visit www.mcg.edu/son/nap.htm.

4
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Nursing anesthesia is breath of fresh air for student

Maegan Brass
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Employees dig 
deep to help

Tell us who’s 
SWELL on campus

MCG employees opened their 
hearts and their wallets for the 
2009 State Charitable Contributions 
Program, raising over $60,000 to 
assist programs helping the needy 
in the CSRA.

“Our participation this year came 
from across the campus,” said Joel 
Smith, SCCP coordinator. “We also 
had a higher percentage of new giv-
ers, showing that the need is being 
recognized and people are willing to 
help, despite a down economy and 

furloughs.”
Combined pledges and fundrais-

ing came to $60,139, just shy of last 
year’s totals, while the number of 
individuals pledging rose to 16.8 
percent.

Fundraising events brought in 
$9,238, nearly triple the amount 
from 2008. Highlights included 
Dental Derby Day, Public Safety’s 
bake sale, a silent auction and heart 
sales. 

The SWELL Award spotlights stu-
dents and employees nominated by 
their peers for outstanding achieve-
ment. Saluting the Work, Excel-
lence, Leadership and Lives of those 
who comprise MCG, The SWELL 
Award recognizes staff, students 
and faculty whose work has made a 
difference on and off campus. 

To nominate someone for the 
SWELL Award, send a brief descrip-
tion of the nominee to Sharron 
Walls at swalls@mcg.edu or FI-1042 
(campus mail). Please include the 
nominee’s phone number. 
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School of Dentistry
Melissa Dye Hammac
Stephanie Amanda Scott

School of Medicine
Giovanni E. Carter
Rachel Noelle Webb Harbarger
William Roddey Stegall

School of Nursing
Angela Huff Powell 

Environmental Services
Mary Josephine Waddle

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare 

Rebecca B. McBeath
Sharon M. White
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Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE
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Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

FACULTY

STAFF

School of Medicine
Gurkirpal S. Sohal

Subscribe to
Need To Know Daily Digest

my.mcg.edu

State of the University 
for Students

Thursday, Jan. 7 at noon
Lee Auditorium
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Melinda Beavers

Grandma B’s Fruit Cobbler

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R138065•BP120909

1 stick butter
1 cup milk
1 cup sugar
1 cup flour

2 cups fruit (sweetened to taste)

Mix fruit with extra sugar to taste, and use fork or pastry cutter to break up 
larger pieces. (Let this part sit for a few minutes to create a yummy syrup.) Set 
oven to 350 degrees; place stick of butter in 9x13 pan while oven is preheating. 

Meanwhile, whisk milk, sugar, and flour. Remove pan from oven, tilting to spread 
butter around. Spread fruit into pan. Drizzle flour mixture over the top.

Bake about 50 minutes at 350 degrees or until golden brown.

This recipe works well with peaches, blackberries, blueberries or any other fruit; 
fruit combinations are a big hit as well!

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492

Ingredients

2358 Washington Rd • Augusta, GA
706-736-4479 • www.turnerskeyboards.com

Turner’s Keyboards
• New & Used Pianos • Digital Keyboards 

R137804•BP111109

“The Turner Family Since 1955”

Beautiful Baby Grand Player Pianos!

R138069•BP120909

simply can’t afford.
“Action is vital,” Mr. Murray said.
The first step is prevention. 

People who observe suspicious 
or unusual behavior are asked to 
contact Public Safety immediately 
at ext. 1-2911. If you fear you may 
be overreacting or misinterpreting, 
remember it’s better to be safe 
than sorry.

“It is our job to follow up on 
reports of suspicious behavior. It is 
never a burden or inconvenience,” 
said MCG Police Chief Bill McBride. 
“If you think someone is acting 
erratically, if you overhear a con-
versation indicating the potential 
for violence, or if you simply think 
someone seems out of place, call 
us. It could save someone’s life, 
including your own.”

If violence is already unfolding, 
such as a campus shooting, use 
your cell phone to call 1-2911. “A 
cell phone is one of our most potent 
weapons against crime,” Chief 
McBride said.

When making the call, try to 
remain calm and provide as many 
details as possible, including your 
location.

“Our officers need as much 
information as possible about the 
situation they’re about to encoun-
ter,” Chief McBride said. “If you 
hear gunshots, for instance, report 
how many you hear and where they 
seem to be coming from.”

And how should you react until 
help arrives?

“This is where the action you’ve 
planned in advance kicks in,” Mr. 
Murray said. Anticipate noise and 
chaos. Expect others around you to 
seem helpless or disoriented. They 

will want and need a leader, so 
don’t hesitate to fill the role.

“Your options in the event of an 
active shooter are to hide, fight or 
flee,” Mr. Murray said. “Hiding or 
fleeing are preferable, if those are 
options. If you’re in a building, try 
to corral people into a single room, 
then lock and barricade the doors. 
Avoid hallways and stairwells. Urge 
people to stay calm and quiet. Call 
for help.”

If a gunman has you in his 
crosshairs, “you have no choice but 
to act,” Mr. Murray said. “That’s 
when it’s time to defend yourself.” 
Choices may include ducking or 
throwing an object at the gunman.

The video will walk you through 
various scenarios, and be mind-
ful that an extensive system is in 
place to optimize your safety. For 
instance, the MCG Alert System can 
send phone, text and e-mail mes-
sages within minutes to thousands 
of people on campus alerting them 
to an emergency. Visit www.mcg.
edu/alert for more information or to 
update your contact information.

To view the video, visit www.
mcg.edu/activeshooter. 

For more information, contact 
Mr. Murray at ext. 1-9530 or Chief 
McBride at ext. 1-8106.

violence...from page 1
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630 Edgefield Road • North Augusta • 803.819.9767
Machell Mims • Broker-In-Charge • Licensed in GA & SC

Right Home! Right Price! Wright Agent!
www.wright-realestateagency.com • wrightrealestate@bellsouth.net

R137214•BP120909

Grovetown! Ready To Move In!
All appliances included!

Seller will pay up to $4,000 towards closing.
Call Cinthya at 803-646-9564.

NEW CONSTRUCTION - Gorgeous 3BR/2BA, in 
the heart of North Augusta! Open plan with Bamboo 

flooring, cherry cabinets, SS appls, 2-car garage, 
privacy fence, and much much more! 

Call Carolyn at 803-634-4000.

Great For Investor or First-Time Buyer!
Seller will pay up to $2,000 towards closing.

3BR,1BA.  Apt. in rear - 1BR/1BA
Call Cinthya 803-646-9564.

Move-In Condition! 
Spacious 4 BR, 3BA home on 5 acres 
in Graniteville, SC for only $149,900. 
Call Carolyn today at 803-634-4000. 

Two Master Bedrooms!
4BR, 3BA on low traffic street in N. Augusta.

Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

Quiet Country Living!
4BR, 2BA for only $89,900!

Call Carolyn at 803-634-4000.

ONLY $149,900!

Personal Residence 
or Investment

LOTS OF 
LOTS!

New homes built by MLTO Construction 
$95,000 & up! Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

New Listing Taylor Pond Rd.
Lots 37 & 39

Each sold as a package deal seller/builder 
to build home on lot. Call for details!

4BR, 2BA in Augusta for only $69,900! 
Large corner lot, fenced yard!

Call Carolyn today at 803-634-4000.

JUST LISTED

SOLD
ONLY $129,900
$2,000 To Buyer

R137261•BP112509

Safety tips
• Wear your MCG identification 

badge on campus at all times.
• Always be aware of your sur-

roundings.
• Use the Campus Escort Service, 

available 24 hours a day.
• Avoid poorly lighted areas.
• Avoid walking alone, especially 

after dark.
• Carry your vehicle keys in your 

hand and be ready to unlock the 
door as soon as you get to your 
vehicle.

• Keep valuables locked up and 
out of sight.

• Lock your door when leaving 
an unattended office.

• Write down brand name, model 
numbers and serial numbers of 
computer components and other 
equipment. Have this information 
available when reporting stolen 
equipment.

• Keep your vehicle locked at all 
times. Consider purchasing an anti-
theft device if you don’t have one.

• If your vehicle stereo is 
equipped with a detachable face, 
remove it from your vehicle or place 
it out of sight.

• If you see anyone in and around 
your work area or building who 
looks suspicious, lost or out of 
place, call ext. 1-2911.

Questions about the flu?
Visit www.mcg.edu/flu
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Paula Miller (from left), a 
clinical nurse leader at the 
Charlie Norwood Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center of 
Augusta, with MCG Clinical 
Nurse Leader Program 
students Mary Wise, Jane 
Holik, Tehrae Heflin, Brenda 
Thompson, Patrick Hosey and 
Tia Canty, who were recently 
selected to participate in the 
School of Nursing’s Dedicated 
CNL Students for Veterans 
program. The program was 
created last year by Dr. Janie 
Heath, School of Nursing 
associate dean for academic 
affairs, and allows six CNL 
Program students to complete the majority of their clinical rotations at the VA. “The purpose of the 
partnership is for students to become acquainted with the VA system and make great contacts in 
hopes that they will return after graduating,” said Dr. Cynthia Mundy, director of the CNL Program.

Partnering with VA
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Learning Curve
The following courses are offered free to MCG employees through the 

Division of Human Resources’ training and education department. To view 
class descriptions and register online, visit www.mcg.edu/hr/training. All 
classes are held in room 1151 of the Annex unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact Joel Smith, ext. 1-0343.

January

Jan. 11  8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
  2-3:30 p.m. PeopleSoft: Delivered Reports
Jan. 12 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card: Orientation 
  9-10:30 a.m. Travel Training 101 (Location TBD)
Jan. 13 8:30-10:30 a.m. PeopleSoft Financials: 
       Basic Navigation
  10:30-11:30 a.m. PeopleSoft Financials: Requisition 

  11:30-1 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials: Tools for 
       Sponsored Project 
                  Management 
  noon-1 p.m. HCCU Lunch and Learn Session 1: 
          Budgeting in the Real World 
  2-4 p.m.  GroupWise 7: Level 1
Jan. 14 8:30-11:30 a.m. Dynamics of Small Group 
       Communication
  2-3 p.m.  Cost Transfer
Jan. 19 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card: Works Payment
Jan. 20 9-noon  PeopleSoft Financials: Basic Query
  2-4 p.m.  GroupWise 7: Level 2
Jan. 21  9-11:30 a.m. Coping with Change: 
       The Change Cycle
  2-4 p.m.  Customer Service: From Curt to 
       Courteous
Jan. 22 9-11 a.m.  Customer Service: Determining 
       Caller Needs

See Learning, page 14
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Holiday magic
Holiday decorations abound across campus. Here are just a few.

Rehabilitation Services 

The campus 
bookstore in the 
Student Center

The door to Central Distribution

 The 
Specialized 
Care Center 
lobby

The Ambulatory Care Center lobby

The Children’s Medical 
Center lobby



by Christine Hurley Deriso

Editor’s note: Forum participants 
will be entered in a drawing to win 
an 8GB iPod Touch, with a $15 
Target gift card.

The bulk of MCG’s Quality Edu-
cation Project forums will be held 
during the next two weeks, but di-
verse ideas and opinions are already 
emerging based on the inaugural 
forums held Dec. 2.

The two themes being refined– 
technology in the curriculum and 
cultural competency–offer ample 
opportunity for advancement, the 
forum participants agreed, but only 
if the ultimate goal is clearly in 
sight.

“We want our students to be 
high-level leaders and communica-
tors,” a faculty member said. (All 
forum-related information remains 
anonymous.) “They need to be able 
to identify not only what’s right, but 
what’s wrong and to come up with 
corrective strategies.”

He advocates a QEP that ad-
vances this goal by emphasizing 
concepts such as critical thinking, 
integrity and teamwork. “I think we 
have a phenomenal opportunity to 
use technology and simulation to 
help our students learn to work in 
teams, which is what they’ll be do-
ing after they graduate,” he said.

For instance, he said, a QEP 
might team students from multiple 
disciplines on simulated exercises 
that require mutual respect, com-
munication and diversity.

MCG also must stay abreast of 
the technological advances that 
have become second nature to 
today’s students, noted a staff 
member. “We need to keep up with 
the level of technology that students 
are using,” he said. “It’s setting a 
baseline for both the faculty and the 

students in terms of what level of 
technology is expected.”

But technology alone can never 
replace the human touch, a faculty 
member said. “Online learning can’t 
be just an electronic textbook,” he 
said, citing an area of technology in 
which MCG already excels.

Faculty who model character-
istics such as compassion and 
empathy go a long way in advanc-
ing MCG’s commitment to cultural 
competency, he noted.

Another faculty member 
concurred. “We live in a diverse 
state, and our students need to 
be exposed to many cultures and 
ethnicities,” she said.

Indeed, MCG could help set the 
tone for greater tolerance, empathy 
and inclusiveness statewide, a staff 
member said. “I think the economic 
culture in Georgia is what separates 
people the most. There are quite a 
few that have and quite a few that 
don’t. That’s an interesting bridge 
to cross if you’ve never experienced 
the other side.”

Added a faculty member, “I 
would like to see our students 
graduating with a very broad-
based knowledge of health care on 
a global scale and how they can 
include that in their practice.”

Pam Witter, facilitator of the QEP 
forums, applauded the insights, en-
thusiasm and feedback of the partic-
ipants. “The QEP will span at least 
10 years, and the Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools (MCG’s 
accrediting body) will check in five 
years after its implementation to see 
how it’s going,” she said. “We want 
to demonstrate that we’ve been able 
to make a difference.”

She encourages all MCG stu-
dents, faculty and staff to attend an 
upcoming QEP forum. The greater 
the feedback, she stressed, the more 
effective a QEP will be.

12 Wednesday, December 9, 2009 beeper

• Ideas for optimizing cultural 
competency in the educational 
experience that are sustainable and 
measurable.

• Ideas for projects and/or topics 
that encompass both technology 
and cultural competency in the 
educational experience.

• Identification of resources 
needed to implement a Quality 
Enhancement Plan.

• Names or catch phrases that 
cleverly and succinctly capture 
ideas for a Quality Enhancement 
Plan.

All MCG students, faculty and 
staff are invited to participate and 
may attend the forum they find 
most convenient. Distance forums 
via two-way videoconferencing will 
be available for on-site as well as 
off-site participants, with details 
coming soon. Refreshments will be 
available for on-site participants. No 
registration or RSVPs are necessary. 
Remaining forum dates are:

Dec. 10
Health Sciences Building, room 

2238, 7-8 a.m.
Health Sciences Building, room 

2238, noon to 1 p.m. (videoconfer-
ence forum)

Annex I, room 1151, 4-5 p.m.
Dec. 15
Auditoria Center, room 1045, 

7-8 a.m.
Greenblatt Library, room 108, 

11 a.m. to noon

Health Sciences Building, room 
2238, 4-5 p.m. (videoconference 
forum)

For more information, contact Dr. 
Andria Thomas, associate dean for 
evaluation in the School of Medi-
cine and vice chair of the QEP, at 
ext. 1-9730 or athomas@mcg.edu.

Students will be the beneficiaries of the Quality Enhancement Plan.

Ideas abounding 
in QEP forums

forums...from page 1
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Pam Witter facilitates a Dec. 2 QEP forum.

R138674•BP120909
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13 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1. Tibia
  5. Cage members
  9. Prudent
10. Ireland, to the Irish
11. Heart dividers
12. Early tuberculosis symptom
14. Mont Blanc or Monte Rosa
15. President Arthur’s monogram
16. Exact duplicate
19. Calcanei
21. Of the dome-shaped part of the eye
22. Reproductive organ
24. Vital sign
27. “__ Woman”; 1972 Helen Reddy #1 hit
28. Unlock, to a poet
29. Chronic autoimmune disease
32. __ polyps
34. Thyroid nodule
35. Title for former Iranian rulers
36. Dimitri I or Ivan IV
37. Sound from an unhappy audience

DOWN
  1. Become puffed up
  2. Horseshoe-shaped part of the cerebral cortex
  3. Suffix for nutrition or intern
  4. Teacher’s org.
  5. __ room
  6. Square root of 12,100
  7. Infectious disease that humans can catch from animals
  8. Actor George
11. Often fluid-filled pouch
13. Owns
17. And not
18. Suffix for cream or crock
19. __ B; liver disease, for short
20. Parisian water
22. Sebaceous gland secretion
23. Bank safe
25. Shadowboxes
26. Sushi bar offering
30. Ms. Thurman
31. Season: abbr.
32. Biblical bk.
33. Heart attack, familiarly

beeper 
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Got a Pet?
Tell the 

Pet Gazette
beeper@mcg.edu

14

La Maison on Telfair
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Drink Included!
All You Can Eat

$599 Drink Included

Limited Time!

 Lunch Buffet

Pizza, Pasta, Salad Bar, Cinnamon Sticks, Breadsticks & More
Dine-In Only • Monday-Friday • 11:00-1:30

706-724-3302
on 15th Street 

across from the MCG Annex
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learning...from page 9

Jan. 25 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
Jan. 26 9-10:30 a.m. Controller’s Division Information Series: Module 1   

  1-4 p.m.  ePAR Training
Jan. 27 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card: Renewal/Refresher
  noon-1 p.m. Wellness Wednesdays Session 1: 
        Stretch Throughout Your Day
  2-4 p.m.  Performance Appraisal Training
Jan. 28 9-11 a.m.  Meeting Minutes
  1-4 p.m.  E-mail Essentials
 

Registration guidelines
• Class sizes are limited and filled on a first-come basis.
• Complete and submit one registration form per class. Forms are available at 
www.mcg.edu/hr/training.
• Register at least one to two weeks prior to the scheduled training date.
• Registration forms received after a class is filled are put on a waiting list. Waiting-list 
registrants are notified of vacancies and moved into the classes as cancellations are 
received.
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15 Classifieds

To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Congratulations!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Maria Swires found her name hidden in the 
HCCU ad on back page of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cate 
to Amici Italian Cafe & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 

Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Credit Union!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 

in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 
before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 

FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 
MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 

which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

ROYAL PALMS LUXURY APARTMENTS
1251  West Ave., North Augusta

2 bedroom 1bath
Minutes from MCG

$695mo
803-341-9131

DOUGLASVILLE 
OFFICE  SPACE

Excellent location for
Dental Office

½ Mile from I-20.
$1600/mo

2400sf Avail. June 1.
770-851-1444 or

e_hattaway@bell-
south.nete_hatt-

away@bellsouth.net

2 to 5 Bedrooms, All Areas
Long and Short Term
McBride Realty, Inc.

706-868-1005
www.mcbriderealty.us

510 Apartments
For Rent 

515
Commercial
Property For
Rent

$145 Queen Pillowtop
Mattress set.-Brand new.

Hollywood Frame $45.
Can deliver   
706-736-3811

$550 Microfiber Sofa &
Loveseat, new in crates,
lifetime frame and cush-

ion factory warranty.
706-737-6331

KING Pillowtop mattress
Set. NEW. $240 delivery
available. 706-736-3811

Full/Queen Bedroom
Set– still in factory con-

tainer. $375 
706-733-5339

$120 New Full mattress
Set with warranty. Can
deliver 706-737-6331

Solid wood Bed+pillow-
top mattress Set. ALL

NEW! Can deliver. $299.
706-733-5339

2001
TRIUMPH TT600. 
Garage kept, under

12,000 miles. New tires,
new chains, 

new spockets. 
“NEVER BEEN

DROPPED” 
$3500 803.613.1501

235 Motorcycles

445 Furniture

535 Houses
For Rent

535 Houses
For Rent

510 Apartments
For Rent 

To advertise
 in the Beeper
Classifieds

Call 
Richardene 

at 
803-279-2793
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Moving forward
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Campus photographer Phil Jones caught this view of slowed traffic on Harper Street as a 
construction crew works on emergency room expansion. The project is expected to be complete 
in May. 

Got a Pet?
Tell the Pet Gazette

beeper@mcg.edu
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Deadline Date  Publication Date

Jan. 6    Jan. 13
Jan. 20   Jan. 27
Feb. 3   Feb. 10
Feb. 17   Feb. 24
March 3   March 10
March 17   March 24
March 31   April 7  
April 14   April 21
April 28   May 5
May 12   May 19
May 26   June 2
June 9   June 16
June 23   June 30
July 7    July 14
July 21   July 28
Aug. 4   Aug. 11
Aug. 18   Aug. 25
Sept. 1   Sept. 8  
Sept. 15   Sept. 22
Sept. 29   Oct. 6
Oct. 13   Oct. 20
Oct. 27   Nov. 3
Nov. 10   Nov. 17
Nov. 24   Dec. 1
Dec. 8   Dec. 15

2009 Beeper 
Deadlines

Interim President 
James N. Thompson

will present the 
State of the University Address 

for Students 
Jan. 7 at  noon 
Lee Auditorium
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Send photos and stories about your pets to Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette
“Finnius and I had the great 

fortune of becoming acquainted 
at the Augusta Animal Services 
last year just before Christmas,” 
says Rennie Wolfe, assistant 
director of Laboratory Animal 
Services. “He was in need of a 
family and what a precious gift 
he is to ours. Finn is a distin-
guished Border Collie who loves 
to smile, as you can see from 
his picture. Besides his favorite 
pastime of being a happy dog, 
his hobbies include herding 
our cats and chickens with his 
close companion, Dalsey, our 
Australian shepherd. I strongly 
encourage anyone looking for 
a companion animal to go to 
an animal control facility and 
adopt. Someone is waiting to 
smile!” 

The Employee Advisory Council is your voice and we need to hear 
from you! 

We know you have ideas to improve employee campus life. 
The EAC is your way to share ideas, suggestions and concerns with 

MCG administration. Use this form, e-mail your representative or 
send a comment to www.mcg.edu/EAC/. 
 
My idea, suggestion or concern is: 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Intercampus mail to HS 1138, Attn: EAC
 

Once per quarter, we’ll randomly select a submission and reward the 
winner with a gift certificate to Mocha Mahn.

EAC Suggestion Box

Inducted
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Senior medical student Shalin J. Patel (left) shakes hands with 
School of Medicine Dean D. Douglas Miller as MCG Interim 
President James N. Thompson (second from left) and Dr. Fairfield 
Goodale, former School of Medicine dean and guest speaker, 
look on. Shalin was one of 17 students, one resident, a faculty 
member and two alumni inducted into the Georgia Chapter of 
the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society Oct. 22. AOA is the only 
national honor society for medicine in the United States.

Subscribe to
Need To Know Daily Digest

my.mcg.edu
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590 Martintown Road
North Augusta
803.278.4437

Shari 
Alexander 

706.631.4257
sharialexander@comcast.net

www.sharialexander.info
R137778•BP120909

4 Large Bedrooms, 

Awesome Den with 

Built-ins. Tons of 

Potential-priced below 

market value at $173,900

Must Sell!
Terrific wooded lot 

overlooking the 18th Green 
in Beautiful Jones Creek! 

Lot in Cul-de-sac. Would be 
perfect for Master’s Rental. 

Call for details!

Watch the Golfers From 
Your Back Porch!

Goshen 
Plantation!
Wonderful 3 Bedroom 

Home in Golf Community.

Close to Fort Gordon. 

Offered at $126,900
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Send news of accomplishments 
to Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at 
swalls@mcg.edu.

Dr. Lombardy joins 
clinic

Dr. Kim Lombardy, a chiroprac-
tor for 28 years, has joined MCG 
Orthopaedic Associates at 1220 
West Wheeler Parkway in Augusta. 
Operated by the Department of Or-
thopaedics, the 12,500 square-foot 
facility offers on-site X-ray, physical 
and occupational therapy, bone 
density scanning, infusions and 
chiropractic under one roof. 

Dr. Qin receives 
award

Dr. Haixia 
Qin, a graduate 
student studying 
with Dr. Wendy 
Bollag in the 
School of Medi-
cine, received a 
travel award to 
attend the South-
east Regional 

Lipid Conference in Cashiers, N.C. 
in November.

Dr. Qin is studying the role of a 
novel signaling system, the phos-
pholipase D2/aquaporin-3 signaling 
module, in regulating keratinocyte 
(skin cell) differentiation, as well 
as the role of phospholipase D in 
mediating aldosterone secretion.

Dr. Shrout named 
fellow

Dr. Michael K. Shrout, professor 
of oral reha-
bilitation and oral 
biology, has been 
named a fellow 
of the American 
Academy of Oral 
and Maxillofacial 
Radiology. The 
award was an-
nounced Oct. 24 
at the academy’s 

annual session in Louisville, Ky.
Dr. Shrout is a fellow in the 

Academy of General Dentistry and 
is a Governor’s Teaching Fellow. 
He is a member of the American 
Dental Association, the Georgia 
Dental Association, the Academy 

of General Dentistry, the American 
Dental Education Association, the 
International Association of Dento-
Maxillo-Facial Radiology and the 
American Academy of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Radiology. He served 
as the AAOMR executive director 
for seven years.

He has over 100 published 
abstracts and journal articles and 
has served on the editorial boards 
of Oral Surgery, Oral Medicine, Oral 
Pathology, Oral Radiology and En-
dodontology. He has twice served 
as vice-chair of the MCG Academic 
Council.

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the friends and fam-
ily of:

Marion Cotten Jr., 81, who died 
Sept. 29. He was the husband of 
retired associate professor Mary 
Logan.

Kimberly Ivey, 57, a retired 
licensed practical nurse with Ambu-
latory Care Services, who died 
Nov. 6. She was with MCG from 
1988-92.

Sophie Gropp, 93, a retired chief 
histology technician in the Depart-
ment of Pathology, who died 
Nov. 9. She was with MCG from 
1963-77.

Rheta Piggott, 58, who died 
Nov. 9. She was the wife of Richard 
Piggott, physical security manager 
in Public Safety.

Newsmakers
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TheRiver House
Restaurant

North Augusta’s Neighborhood Restaurant

Traditional
American

Authentic
Thai

Formerly B.C. Davenport’s

10% Senior Discount

BRING ANY COUPON!!
WE WILL GIVE 10% DISCOUNT

ON YOUR TOTAL BILL.

Monday – Saturday
Lunch 11:00 am – 3:00pm • Dinner 5:00 - 9:30pm

Sunday – Lunch Only!

301 Georgia Ave.  (803) 278-1858

Book Your

Holiday Parties

DailyLunch Specials

PRIVATE PARTIES EXCLUDED

R137779•BP120909
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