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Real-life summer school for first-year students
A group of first-year medical
students will be spending their
summer abroad. But not for
them will there be leisurely
afternoons and exotic
nights, perfect tans or
dancing till dawn.
These students will be
spending their vacation in
places like Cambodia, Ghana,
Guatemala, Honduras,
Nicaragua and elsewhere,
where the need is great for
health care. And they’re
paying their own way to get
there. Every cent of it. They’re
also raising money to take
needed supplies with them
(see sidebar).
“A bunch of us got together
at the start of the year and
decided to form a Global
Health Interest Group to help
first-year students find more
opportunities to volunteer
overseas. It’s difficult without
much experience,” said Gehres
Paschal, a student who lived
in Guatemala and Nicaragua
before beginning her studies

at MCG. Along with Students
for Intercultural Medicine,
she’s helping to coordinate a
two-month excursion through
Central America with about a
dozen other students who will
study Spanish and volunteer in
local clinics and city hospitals.
Charya By, whose family is
from Cambodia, Clif Haynes,
Viet Le and Ralston Major will
spend five weeks traveling in
that country. They will mentor
children in Phnom Penh
and Siem Reap orphanages,
help build water wells and
visit villages with basic
health care and HIV/AIDS
information.
Leslie Ofori grew up in
Ghana, and plans to return
permanently when his
medical school studies are
complete. This summer he’ll
be back, along with other
first-year students, to learn
about conditions prevalent
in the area and assist in the
communities.
Other students have plans to
travel to other locations, such
as Kenya, Tanzania, India, East

Timor and the Himalayas. The
group is still open to other
medical opportunities
or international physicians
interested in having first-year
volunteers on their projects.
The students also created
a Phase 1 elective, Global
Health Awareness, to learn
about opportunities abroad
for physicians, meeting
weekly with faculty members
who have had international
experience. The class will
host an International Medical
Relief workshop in April that
will teach basic diagnostic
procedures regarding prevalent
diseases in developing
countries, how to suture and
start IVs, and other clinical
skills needed abroad, under
the guidance of Drs. Harmut
Gross and John Mellinger.
For more information about
the Global Health Interest
Group, contact Christina Kozyki
at 706-333-4049 or Gehres
Paschal at 706-255-4253.
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see Students page 7
Near-empty pharmacy shelves at the San Francisco Libre Health Center

DynaMed available through Greenblatt Library
DynaMed, a medical information
database designed for research at the
point of care, is the latest technical
innovation offered to the MCG
community by the Greenblatt Library.
DynaMed gives access to
evidence-based information covering
all aspects of care to faculty,
clinicians and students using PDAs
equipped with Palm or PocketPC
software. Respected publications,
associations and contributing
clinicians contribute to the database.
DynaMed’s prime advantage,
remote access, is available 24/7. The
database contains over 1,800 clinical
topic summaries, updated daily,
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with linked references and levels of
evidence included. Information is
presented in the same order in these
categories:
• Description - including ICD-9
codes and drug costs
• Causes and risk factors

• Complications and
associated conditions
• History
• Physical symptoms and
characteristics
• Diagnosis
• Prognosis

• Treatment
• Prevention and screening
• References (including reviews
and guidelines)
• Patient information and
acknowledgements
MCG partnered with a regional

consortium of peer institutions to
negotiate a cost-share contract with
the DynaMed vendor.
For more information about
DynaMed, contact Kevin Bradford,
clinical information librarian, at
ext. 1-9904 or kbradford@mcg.edu.
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Need to Know news, events and more

Children’s advocacy
Voice for Kids Health will meet today
at noon in the first-floor conference
room of the CMC. The organization
is a children’s advocacy group led by
MCG pediatric residents and is open to
everyone.
For information: Kathryn McCusker,
kmccusker@mcg.edu

Resident assistant
applications
The Office of Student Housing is
accepting applications for resident
assistants for the 2007-08 academic
year. RAs serve as peer advisors
to resident students on academic,
social and personal matters; promote
involvement in campus activities; and
organize recreational and educational
programs. RAs are paid biweekly for
approximately 12 hours of work per
week and are housed in Residences
IV, V, VI and the Alumni Center.
Application deadline is tomorrow,
Feb. 16.
For an application: Office of Student
Housing, ext.1-3471

Teaching kids car safety
A free child passenger safety event to
teach parents and children the basics of
car safety will be held Saturday, Feb. 17,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Master Automotive,
3710 Washington Rd. in Martinez,
sponsored by Safe Kids East Central.

IHOP flips for CMC

Outstanding Faculty Award. The
deadline for submissions is Friday,
Feb. 23.
For details: Laurie Lane, ext. 1-4056
or llane@mcg.edu

Hockey health care night
It’s “Health Care Appreciation Night”
Saturday, March 3 as the Augusta Lynx
meet the Charlotte Checkers in the
James Brown Auditorium at 7:35 p.m.
Group members will receive discounted
tickets and special promotions.
Reservations must be made by Friday,
Feb. 23.
For details: Augusta Lynx office,
706-724-4ICE

Presenters sought
for Tech Fair
The fifth annual MCG Technology
Fair, sponsored by ITSS, will take
place Thursday, March 22. Presenters
have until Monday, Feb. 26 to register.
Innovations in instructional and
assessment materials, including
graphics, animations, tutorials, cases,
lab manuals, assessment instruments,
faculty development materials,
computer-based resources, online health
care classes, new publication models
and resources, database searching and
advances in telehealth and clinical
technology are welcome. More than
1,000 people attended last year’s fair.
For more information: Mike Wheeler,
mwheeler@mcg.edu or www.mcg.
edu/TechFair/

Financial Aid Fair

Participating CSRA International
House of Pancakes will serve free
short stacks of buttermilk pancakes on
National Pancake Day, Tuesday, Feb. 20
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Customers are
asked to make a voluntary donation,
with all proceeds going to the Children’s
Miracle Network program benefiting the
Children’s Medical Center.

A Financial Aid Fair will take place
Wednesday, Feb. 28 from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Wellness
Center with refreshments, giveaways
and door prizes, including three
$1,000 scholarships.
Contact: Office of Student Financial
Aid, ext. 1-4901

Wee Wisdom

Carpool Connection

The Wee Wisdom series, a free
parenting program for caregivers of
children age 5 and younger, is held
every Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m.
in the CMC Family Resource Library.
Dr. Nancy Webb in the Department
of Pediatrics will talk about healthy
babies Feb. 21 and Dr. Lynn Jaffe in the
Department of Occupational Therapy
will speak on raising children with
physical challenges on March 7.
For details: Ashley Hodge, ext. 1-6838

Faculty awards
nominations
The School of Medicine Faculty
Senate is accepting nominations for
outstanding faculty in the following
categories: Basic Science Teaching,
Clinical Science Teaching, Basic
Science Research, Clinical Science
Research, Patient Care, Institutional
Service, Outstanding Young Basic
Faculty, Outstanding Young Clinical
Science Faculty and School of Medicine

MCGHI, MCG and PPG employees
who would like to carpool with
co-workers can visit hi.mcg.edu/
CarPoolConnections to access a selfservice carpool site. A Citrix account,
needed for access, can be obtained by
contacting your security administrator.
For more information: Doug Fine,
ext. 1-7613

Wellness Center
offers specials
The Wellness Center is offering two
specials through Wednesday, Feb. 28 in
celebration of National Heart Month.
Choose option 1 – an Introductory
Personal Training Package for $49 ($69
for non-members), or option 2 – 20
percent off a four-month membership
(discount applies to all non-student
membership rates).
Contact: Kay Allen, ext. 1-6800

Tech Fair scavenger hunt
Find out how technology affects
your everyday work and how new and
emerging technologies can enhance
your career March 22 at the Greenblatt
Library. The fun starts early with an
internet-based scavenger hunt through
MCG’s web pages. Details coming in
the next Beeper.

St. Paddy’s iPod
promotion
Sign up for MCG e-News, a monthly
online newsletter featuring the latest
health information and upcoming
events, between Feb. 15 and March
15 and be automatically entered for a
chance to win a 4GB iPod nano. The
winner will be drawn on Friday, March
16 and notified by e-mail.
Enter at: www.MCGHealth.org. Click
on the e-news link.

Summer positions
The Office of Educational Outreach
and Partnerships is taking applications
for peer mentors, teaching assistants
and residence hall supervisors for
the summer Student Educational
Enrichment Program. Qualified health
professions students will work a
minimum of 40 hours a week from June
1-July 20, and receive compensation
and dormitory accommodations.
Application deadline is March 30.
For details: Linda James, ext. 1-2522

Participants wanted
for study
The Departments of Psychiatry
and Pathology are recruiting Englishspeaking people age 18-65 diagnosed
with depression to participate in a
clinical study of antidepressant side
effects. One visit for study assessments
is required. Those diagnosed with
bipolar disorder or any anxiety disorder
may not participate.
For information: Rebecca Blizard,
ext. 1-4605
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DEADLINES
for March 1 issue - February 21 at noon
for March 15 issue - March 7 at noon

Correction
An article on the Mini-Medical
School in the Feb. 1 issue incorrectly
said employees receive free tuition.
Employee tuition is $35.

EMPLOYEE ADDRESS CHANGES & CORRECTIONS should
be entered on a Personnel Action Request Form available
at www.mcg.edu/hrforms/pdf/par.pdf

Beeper deadlines
For the March 1 edition, deadline
is Feb. 21 at noon. For the March 15
edition, deadline is Feb. 7 at noon.
Send announcements or story ideas to
beeper@mcg.edu or contact Beeper
Editor Sharron Walls at ext. 1-4410,
FI-1042 (campus mail) or swalls@mcg.edu.
MCG news may also be submitted
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing
NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu and
the Campus Events Calendar at
www.calendar.mcg.edu.

RETIREES Contact the Human Resources benefits office
at (706) 721-3770 for address changes and corrections
or to report changes in Benefits status.

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to improve
health and reduce the burden of illness in society by discovering,
disseminating and applying knowledge of human health and
disease. It is our vision to be one of the nation’s premier health
sciences universities. As a public institution dedicated to the
discovery, dissemination and application of scientific knowledge, the
Medical College of Georgia values leadership, social responsibility,
compassion, diversity, professionalism and excellence.
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Dr. Drisko honored by
Pierre-Fauchard Academy

Home Of The World Famous
Since
1930

Scrub Set

706-722-4653
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Dr. Connie Drisko
Hedwig van Ameringen
Executive Leadership in
Academic Medicine Program,
an in-depth national course that
prepares senior women faculty
for leadership positions at
academic health centers.
Her clinical research interests
include local drug delivery,
non-surgical therapies and oral
health systemic diseases.

R102932•BP020107

of the American Board of
Periodontology and a member
of the Pierre Fauchard Academy,
the Delphi Society and the
American Dental Education
Association, where she serves
on the Women’s Advisory
Committee. She is a fellow
of the American College of
Dentists, the International
College of Dentists and the

Recipe Contest
Winner

hygiene
instructions
and positive
dental
experiences
will have
an impact
far beyond
today,” added
Dr. Marie
Collins,
chair of the
Department
of Dental
Hygiene.
Dental student John Haffner shows Josephine
“Lasting
Upchurch her X-rays.
dental
education is
our ultimate goal.”
good time, so now she can go
After learning how to care for
home and tell her mother how she
their teeth, the children were
enjoyed herself and everything she
treated by dentists and dental
learned. Her mom will probably
hygienists who cleaned their teeth, be more apt to make sure she sees
applied sealants and arranged
a dentist every six months.”
for follow-up care when needed.
The experience is equally
Twenty-one students received
valuable for students, according to
restorative services including
School of Dentistry Dean Connie
fillings, simple extractions,
Drisko.
pulp treatment and stainless
“This event exposes students
steel crowns. Kids also received
in the Schools of Dentistry and
information on how to find a
Allied Health Sciences to the
family dentist.
need for free dental care in the
“I treated a little girl who’d
community,” she said. “We
never been to the dentist before,”
hope this encourages them to
said senior dental hygiene student
seek volunteer opportunities
Kandyce Mack. “She had a really
throughout their careers.”

Stacy Palmer wins lunch for herself and three
co-workers courtesy of 2go-Box Delivery!
Phil Jones photo

Calvin Hatcher may be 8 years
old, but after a visit to the School
of Dentistry Feb. 2, he knows
exactly what he wants to do with
his life.
“I want to be a dentist,” he said
with a cheerful grin.
Calvin, a third-grader, was
one of 54 students to visit the
dental school for its fourth
annual Give Kids a Smile Day, a
nationwide activity sponsored by
the American Dental Association
and Crest Oral Health Care. He
and his classmates, secondand third- grade students from
McBean Elementary School,
received educational, preventive
and restorative dental services
from dental and dental hygiene
students, faculty and volunteer
dental health practitioners.
“Our goal is to provide
awareness of the importance
of oral health,” said Dr. Steven
Adair, chair of the Department of
Pediatric Dentistry. “Most kids
don’t understand that the mouth is
connected to the rest of the body
and that oral health is part of good
systemic health. This event gives
us a day to impress that upon
them.”
“The individualized oral

$15.95

1216 Broad Street.
Downtown Augusta
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Dr. Connie Drisko, dean of
the School of Dentistry, has
been named Distinguished
Dentist of the Year by the
Pierre-Fauchard Academy.
She received the award at
the organization’s gala this
month. The Pierre-Fauchard
Academy is an international
honorary dental organization
that supports ethics in dentistry
through service.
Dr. Drisko, who spent 16
years as a dental hygienist
before attending dental school,
has been dean of the dental
school since 2003. She is the
former associate dean for
academic planning and faculty
development and assistant dean
for research at the University
of Louisville.
She earned a dental degree
from the University of MissouriKansas City and completed a
residency in general practice
dentistry at the Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in
Leavenworth, Kansas.
Dr. Drisko is a diplomate
and immediate past chair
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Not Yo’ Momma’s Banana Pudding
Ingredients:
1 box of instant French vanilla
pudding
1 can condensed milk
8 ounces cream cheese, softened
12 ounces Cool Whip
Pepperidge Farm Chessman
cookies
6-8 bananas (sliced)
whole milk

Directions:
Mix the pudding as directed on the box.
Pour condensed milk into pudding.
Mix in cream cheese.
Fold in the Cool Whip.
Layer the cookies and bananas and
pour in the pudding mix.
Continue to layer cookies and bananas
until container is full.
Enjoy!

You could win FREE FOOD, too. Submit your
recipe to the Beeper! recipes@mcgbeeper.com

Lunch for 4 provided by
R103928•BP021507
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Legislative Update
News from the State Capitol
by Julie Kerlin, director of
state relations
Certificate of Need
Approximately 75 legislators
met Jan. 16 to discuss Georgia’s
Certificate of Need program.
MCG President Daniel W.
Rahn addressed the group as
chair of the CON Commission
and provided an overview of
the commission’s work and
highlights of recommendations
included in the final report.
Of the 65 recommendations,
49 were unanimous. Of those
recommendations, 28 are
designed to improve a range
of administrative processes
and procedures considered
burdensome for the program.
The principal areas of
controversy include ambulatory
surgery, imaging services
and capital and equipment
expenditure thresholds. However,
the underlying issue that surfaced
repeatedly during deliberations
was cross-subsidies required to
finance care of the underinsured,
uninsured and trauma patients.

capital recommendations.
• $10 million in Georgia
Research Alliance funding for
life sciences vaccines and $19
million for lab and equipment for
eminent scholars.
• $6.1 million in Georgia
Cancer Coalition funding to
increase the number of cancer
clinicians and scientists from
78 to 150 to prevent and
treat cancer.

GCHC Contract Renewed
Department of Corrections
Commissioner James Donald
addressed the Committee Jan.
18 and said the department
will continue its partnership
with MCG in providing health
care services to Georgia’s
inmate population. Based
on recommendations from
an outside audit firm, the
department and Georgia
Correctional Health Care will
look into realizing greater
efficiencies in utilization
management, treatment
protocols, management
of chronic illness and
pharmaceuticals.

USG Highlights
Chancellor Erroll Davis
addressed the Appropriations
Committee Jan. 17 and
emphasized that the University
System of Georgia continues
to concentrate on improving
efficiencies in processes,
encouraging private funding to
leverage state funding for capital
projects, engaging in more
entrepreneurial activities and
increasing commercialization
efforts in research. Other goals
include broadening access and
improving retention, improving
graduation rates, keeping
faculty salaries competitive and
developing a new strategic plan
to “build the intellectual and
physical capacity to educate more
Georgians to a higher level.”
Highlights of the USG fiscal
2008 budget include:
• $80 million in formula
funding reflecting an enrollment
increase of 1.8 percent and
other related cost increases for
the system.
• $3.8 million to begin
expansion of the Medical College
of Georgia in Athens, in addition
to expanding clinical efforts
in Albany and Savannah, all
designed to meet the state’s need
for more physicians.
• $60 million in capital
recommendations for
maintenance, repair and
rehabilitation.
• $165.7 million in major
system wide

House Higher Education
Appropriation Subcommittee
Chancellor Davis reviewed
the fiscal 2007 and 2008 budget
recommendations Jan. 22 with
the House subcommittee that
has oversight responsibility over
the University System budget.
Dr. Rahn also testified and gave
committee members an overview
of MCG, including academic
metrics achieved, success
stories, university system
collaborations and research
activities and successes.

Trauma Commission
Sen. Cecil Staton (R-Macon)
has introduced Senate Bill 60
establishing the Georgia Trauma
Commission. In an unusual show
of support, all 56 senators signed
on as sponsors for the bill. The
commission would receive and
distribute state appropriations,
federal funds and grants, private
grants and donations related
to a trauma system in Georgia.
Currently, no funds have been
included for trauma in the
budget recommendations and
no revenue bills have been
introduced for this purpose.
Legislation, if passed, that would
specifically earmark funds for
trauma would have to be placed
on the November 2008 ballot for
a vote.

New Legislation Introduced
• HB 108, the “Patient Right

to Participate Act,” allows a
patient to participate in certain
hearings of the Composite State
Board of Medical Examiners
where licenses are considered
for termination, suspension
or subject to limitation
or reprimand.
• HB 154 requires USG
institutions to annually report
to the General Assembly steps
each institution takes to ensure
intellectual diversity and free
exchange of ideas.
• HR 49 creates a House
Mental Health Professionals
Study Committee that will
study the conditions, needs,
issues and problems associated
with financing and delivering
of mental health services and
the shortage of mental health
professionals in Georgia.
• SB 45 creates the Chronic
Kidney Disease Task Force
to develop a plan to educate
the public and health care
professionals about the
advantages and methods of
early screening, diagnosis and
treatment of chronic kidney
disease. The legislation includes
a representative of MCG on the
task force.
• SB 53 allows an exemption
from Certificate of Need
requirements for acute cancer
hospitals that have capacity
of 50 beds or less and have 65
percent of their annual patient
base residing in states other
than Georgia.
• SR 66 creates a Senate Study
Committee on the Shortage of
Doctors and Nurses in Georgia.

Do you know where
your e-mail is?
An eye-opening look at e-mail privacy

R

emember that childhood
song that wonders, “Where,
oh where, has my little dog
gone?” Let’s update it to a grownup business model: Have you ever
considered where your e-mail goes
after you hit “send”?
E-mail messages are stored
in a variety of locations on
a variety of computers at a
variety of times both on and off
campus. Understanding this is an
important step to managing e-mail
appropriately.
E-mail should be considered
an insecure method of
communication, no matter
which system is used or whether
transmissions and storage are
encrypted. Once a message
leaves your system, where it
goes and how it’s handled is
out of your control. Great care
should be used when sending
information considered sensitive

or confidential over this medium.

Facts:
• E-mail is stored on the MCG
institutional server unless it has
been archived (see below).
• E-mail on the MCG server
is backed up nightly, including
messages left in Inbox, Trash,
Work in Progress or File Cabinet
folders. Server backups are
kept for seven days for disasterrecovery purposes.
• Messages deleted from the
Inbox or any mail server folder
are moved to the user’s Trash
folder, which is backed up with
all other folders. Messages in
the Trash folder for seven days
are automatically emptied when
you restart GroupWise on your
computer. You can also empty it
manually.
• Archived e-mail is stored on

see E-mail page 7

XYTEX WANTS YOU
• Men Between 18 & 38
• Must be in College or a College Graduate
• Must be Attractive & Healthy
• Plan on Being in the Augusta Area for the Next Year

The Fit, The Fertile

THE FUTURE
TAKE THE FIRST STEP. LOG ONTO WWW.XYTEX.COM
TO FILL OUT THE MEDICAL HISTORY QUESTIONNAIRE.
NEAREST RECRUITING STATION: 1100 EMMETT STREET, AUGUSTA, GA 30904
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Smaller portions, exercise
help decrease diabetes risk
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Got a pet?
Tell

The Pet Gazette.
Send pictures and stories to beeper@mcg.edu

by Jennifer Hilliard
As you’re hitting the gym
and avoiding fast food in
3170 Skinner Mill Rd.
your battle against the bulge
Augusta, GA 30909
this New Year, you could also
706-733-9848
be decreasing your risk of
diabetes, says Dr. Saundra
www.woodwindsapts.com
Turner, director of the School
of Nursing’s Doctorate of
Nursing Practice and Nurse
Practitioner programs.
“Diabetes is a growing
problem and many people
are blaming fast food, but
1 Bedroom / 1 Bath $405
people can eat sensibly even
at fast-food restaurants,”
Free Comcast 60 Channel Cable TV Service ( a $45 value)
she says. “The culprit seems
Swimming Pool / Free Water / Trash Pickup / Pest Control
to be larger portion sizes
No other complex comes close to this price,
along with lack of exercise.
When we consume more
even with their confusing specials.
calories than we burn, then
we gain weight. When our
M-F 8am-6pm Sat 10am-4pm Sun 1-4pm
bodies weigh more than our
system can handle, we go
into overload.”
“Overload” is the body’s
inability to produce enough
insulin to reduce sugar levels
after overeating. Because
food is converted into sugar
for energy, sugar levels in the
body peak after even normalsized meals. The pancreas
produces insulin to “digest”
that sugar and bring levels
back down.
Dr. Saundra Turner, nurse practitioner
Normal glucose
"OOJWFSTBSZ
measurements for healthy
adults are between 80 and
Without regular glucosebeat diabetes, she says, is
'PPE8JOF%JOOFS
100 milligrams of glucose per
level testing, people with the
prevention. “By making
4VOEBZ .BSDItQN
deciliter of blood. Adult-onset
disease may not even know
healthy choices about
.BLF:PVS3FTFSWBUJPOT/PX
diabetes is diagnosed when
they have it.
food and tracking glucose
$PNF$FMFCSBUF8JUI6T
those measurements exceed
“Many people have
measurements, people can
5FMGBJS4USFFU "VHVTUB
200 milligrams per deciliter in
diabetes for five years or more often avoid getting the disease
7JTJUPVS8FCTJUFXXXMBNBJTPOUFMGBJSDPN
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any random test.
before they start to develop
in the first place.”
“When we eat, our sugar
symptoms,” Dr. Turner says.
rises for about two hours,
“It is important to have
then drops back down to
your sugar level checked
our body’s maintenance
periodically and frequently
level,” Dr. Turner says.
if you are at high risk. The
“Most specialists would be
longer the level is above
concerned about damage to
normal, the greater damage
major organs if there are longthat can be done to the body.”
standing blood sugars higher
Diabetes risk factors
than 128-140.”
include a family history and a
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Excess sugar molecules
body mass index over 30. The
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stick to red blood cells and,
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bloodstream, damage the
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have side effects.
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vessels in the eyes, heart and
“The body responds by
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kidneys and in the nerves in
trying to raise sugar levels
the feet. And because bacteria
and getting hungry,” Dr.
!WARD WINNING DINING IN A CASUAL
feed on sugar, high blood
Turner says. “This often
RELAXED ENVIRONMENT AT AN !UGUSTA ,ANDMARK
sugar worsens infections.
starts a vicious cycle that
Diabetes is seldom fatal,
results in needing even more
but its complications,
medications, and the person
including heart disease, stroke
becoming even heavier.”
and kidney disease, can be.
The best strategy to
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South Asian immigrants at
higher risk for heart disease
South Asian immigrants in
America have a higher risk of heart
disease than any other American
population. The trouble, MCG
researchers suspect, is that their highdensity lipoprotein, or so-called good
cholesterol, doesn’t protect many of
them like it should and their new
lifestyle worsens the situation.
“Research shows that while only
9 percent of whites develop coronary
artery disease, between 18 and 25
percent of South Asian immigrants
eventually develop it,” says Dr. Sunita
Dodani, epidemiologist, cardiologist
and the new assistant dean for
research in the School of Nursing.
“Interestingly, South Asians who live
in their homelands have normal rates
of the disease.”
In most South Asians,
dysfunctional HDL is likely caused
by a mutation of Apo-A1, the gene
responsible for coding the major
protein component of HDL, Dr.
Dodani says. “HDL can only protect
people from heart disease if it’s
functional. Add external risk factors
like stress from moving and new jobs
and high-fat diets and it makes for a
deadly combination.”
Dr. Dodani, a South Asian
immigrant herself, and collaborators
at MCG and the University of
California at Los Angeles have
been studying 29 Augusta
immigrants, looking for a connection
between the gene mutation and
dysfunctional HDL.
Noting that recent research has

shown thickening of
the carotid arteries
is directly related
to thickening of the
coronary arteries,
Dr. Dodani and her
colleagues suspected
that a subject with
thickened carotid
arteries would also
have dysfunctional HDL
and a polymorphism
of the Apo-A1 gene.
For the first time,
researchers examined
a possible correlation
between the gene
polymorphisms,
dysfunctional HDL and
arterial thickness.
Forty percent of the
study population had
arterial thickness and,
among that group, 17
Dr. Sunita
percent had high blood
pressure and more than
30 percent had high cholesterol.
Half the study population also had
dysfunctional HDL. DNA analysis of
those blood samples also found six
different mutations of Apo-A1.
“This is a strong indicator that
these novel polymorphisms, which
haven’t been found in any previous
studies, are linked to dysfunctional
HDL,” Dr. Dodani says. “These
findings support our theory that the
disease, in South Asians, is most
likely caused by a combination
of things.”
The next step, Dr. Dodani says, is
expanding the study to include more
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• Enjoy The Outdoors All Year !
• Adds Value To Your Home!
FREE - $500
in Patio Furniture
with Completed Patio Room!*

Dodani
people, including other populations
for comparison. She has applied
for National Institutes of Health
funding to do that over the next
two years.

FREE - WalMart Gift Card with
All Free In-Home Estimates!*
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Totals in
for 2006-07
campaign
MCG employees contributed generously
to this year’s State Charitable Contributions
Program, surpassing the previous year’s total
by nearly $6,000. As of Jan. 11, $62,531.04 had
been collected to help build a better community.
Thank you for sharing in this worthwhile
effort to improve the lives of others in the CSRA.
Comments and suggestions for next year’s
program should be directed to Debbie Looney,
employee coordinator, at ext. 1-0343 or
dlooney@mcg.edu.
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Students hold fundraiser for summer trips...from page 1
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2 year warranty on all prescription eyewear
20% MCG discount
Contact lenses
Eye exams by independent doctors of optometry

Gehres Paschal trains Ecilia, a village health promoter in San Francisco Libre, Nicaragua, to
take blood pressures

John W. Anderson
1500 Johns Road

Phil Harris
1571 Walton Way

706-736-2020

706-737-2020
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E-MAIL...from page 4
the hard drive of the sender’s
and/or recipient’s computer(s).
GroupWise defaults to
automatically archive mail
and phone messages to your
hard drive every 60 days;
appointments, tasks and notes
every 180 days. You may change
these intervals by using the
Tools>Environment>Cleanup
menu. You may also manually
archive these items.

Where are the messages I
receive?
• In your Inbox, Junk mail
folder or one of your File Cabinet
folders.
• In your Trash.
• In your Archive files.
• In the sender’s Sent mail
folder and the Inboxes of anyone
copied on the message.
• On MCG’s server and/or
departmental backup tapes.

Where are the messages I
send?
• In your Sent Items folder or
one of your File Cabinet folders.

• In the recipient’s Inbox, File
Cabinet folder or wherever the
recipient may have stored and/or
forwarded it.
• In your Trash.
• In the recipient’s Trash.
• In one of the above places
in your and/or the recipient’s
computer Archives.
Who can read messages I
receive?
• Anyone who knows your
userID and password (MCG
NetID) and can access MCG’s
GroupWise system from your
computer, another computer on
the MCG network or the Web.
• Anyone with access to your
computer if you leave it with
your e-mail account open and
otherwise unsecured (i.e., screen
saver password).
• Anyone with proxy access
to your e-mail account. (Proxy
access must be granted by you
or someone with access to your
computer.)
• Anyone to whom you
automatically forward mail

 'REAT ,OCATIONS TO 3ERVE 9OU

through a Rule that you or
someone else has set up.

-#' /FlCE

ACROSS FROM ND mOOR EYE CLINIC
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Who can read messages I
send?
• The recipient.
• Anyone who knows the
recipient’s userID and password
(MCG NetID) and can access
MCG’s GroupWise system from
the recipient’s computer or via the
Web.
• Anyone with access to the
recipient’s computer if it is left
with the e-mail account open and
otherwise unsecured (i.e., screen
saver password).
• Anyone to whom the
recipient has given proxy access.
• Anyone to whom
the recipient manually or
automatically forwards the
message.

R101459•BP10407

will be giving Merenge and Salsa lessons. Enjoy
refreshments, door prizes and a silent auction
with paintings, jewelry, pottery and textiles from
Ghana, Nicaragua, Ecuador and Peru offered to
the highest bidder.
Tickets in advance are $5 for students, $10
for staff and faculty. At the door, they’ll be $6 for
students, $12 for staff and faculty. Contact Erin
Dainer at 706-495-5495 for more information.
The goal is to raise enough money to purchase
antibiotics, analgesics, parasite and anti-malarial
medications, latex gloves, syringes, gauze, surgical
instruments and, if they can be found, X-ray
equipment and an ultrasound.

R94031•BP070606

SEE BETTER • LOOK BETTER • FEEL BETTER
On Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 7 p.m., the first-year
medical students heading for distant lands this
summer will hold a fundraising party with a Latin
American flair at 2324 Walton Way. All proceeds
will be spent on medicines, instruments and
supplies to take with them for donation to clinics
in developing countries.
“For example, in Nicaragua,” says Gehres
Paschal, “the students will be working in a clinic
that has very few medications and no equipment
such as ultrasound or X-ray. There are four
physicians who treat over 10,000 patients
a year.”
Come dressed to dance! Dr. William Salazar

OF ALL EYEGLASSES FOR EMPLOYEES 
 /FF FAMILY
MEMBERS AT ALL  LOCATIONS

2505 Bellevue Avenue
• In the heart of Summerville
• 2400 sf
• 4BR/ 2.5BA
• Renovated in 2004
• $339,900.

For more information on e-mail
features, contact the IT Service
Desk by phone at ext. 1-4000, in
person on the first floor of the
Greenblatt Library or, of course,
by e-mail at ITService@mcg.edu.
R102936•BP020107

Contact
Pat Fair
706-495-2903
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by Toni Baker
A little-known lipid plays a big
role in helping a hollow sphere
of stem cells develop into a
human being. Researchers have
found that in the first few days
of life, ceramide helps stem cells
line up to form the primitive
ectoderm from which embryonic
tissues develop, says Dr. Erhard
Bieberich, an MCG biochemist.
Probably 90 percent of
ceramide gathers at the top, or
apical, end of these early stem
cells, giving cells direction. “We
have cell polarity, an up and
down, a head and foot, and that
is what ceramide most likely
regulates,” says Dr. Bieberich.
“Cell polarity is absolutely
essential for differentiation;
otherwise, you have a ball of
cells, not organized tissue.”
We start out as a wad of cells,
but within 24 hours, some die
and others become part of a
hollow sphere with an inner
layer – the primitive ectoderm
– that will further differentiate
into an embryo, and an outer
layer – the primitive endoderm
– that sustains the embryo
during development.
“Ceramide distributes to the
apical end of the cell,” says

Kannan Krishnamurthy, MCG
graduate student and first author
of the study, published in the
Feb. 2 issue of the Journal of
Biological Chemistry. “In this
case, the basal, or lower end, is
attached to the outer layer while
the apical end points toward the
sphere’s cavity.”
Cells make ceramide, which
researchers are finding has many
different jobs in the developing
and mature body. Like other
lipids, it helps make up
membranes throughout the body,
has an insulation role in the skin
and is a precursor for myelin, the
protective coating of nerves.
“There is more and more
evidence that ceramide not
only is a structural lipid but a
messenger involved in signal
transduction, in telling proteins
what to do,” says Dr. Guanghu
Wang, MCG research assistant
scientist who shares first
authorship.
In 2003, Dr. Bieberich and his
colleagues reported that ceramide
teams up with the protein PAR4 to eliminate useless cells in
developing brains. Now his team
reports that ceramide plays a key
role in establishing cell polarity
by attracting proteins involved
in polarity to the top of the

Phil Jones photo

Lipid plays big role in embryonic development

Dr. Guanghu Wang (from left), graduate student Kannan Krishnamurthy and Dr. Erhard Bieberich.
cells, then triggering a series of
interactions between them.
When researchers inhibited
ceramide production, polarity
proteins didn’t gather at the top
of cells, cells died and primitive

ectoderm formation was
impaired. When ceramide was
restored, the processes worked.
Longstanding collaborator Dr.
Brian G. Condie, developmental
neurobiologist at the University

of Georgia in Athens, and Dr.
Jeane Silva, MCG research
coordinator, are study co-authors.
The work was funded by the
National Institutes of Health.

by Toni Baker
A motor protein called myosin
X runs the main road of a
developing neuron, delivering
to its tip a receptor that enables
it to communicate with other
neurons. Researchers have found
myosin X travels a portion of a
neuron’s backbone called the
actin filament, a sort of
two-way highway in the cell’s
highest traffic area, says Dr.
Wen-Cheng Xiong, MCG
developmental neurobiologist.
Part of its cargo is DCC
receptor, which needs to move
from the central nucleus where
it’s synthesized to the cell’s
periphery, Dr. Xiong and her
colleagues report in the February
issue of Nature Cell Biology.
At the periphery, DCC
interacts with netrin-1, a
guidance cue for helping the
arm-like extension of the cell,
called the axon, grow in the
right direction. Cells eventually
communicate through
synapses at the end of these
cellular projections.
“During early development,

axons need to grow, find a target,
decide how long and in what
direction to grow. Eventually
they will form a synapse,” says
Dr. Xiong, whose goal in finding
how neurons first connect is to
restore communication lost
in spinal cord injuries and
other disorders.
“Growth is precisely
controlled during development,”
she says. “Myosin X gets the
DCC receptor where it needs to
be so it can interact with netrin-1.”
Errant growth can impair brain
wiring or connectivity.
Her previous studies,
published in 2004 in Nature
Neuroscience, showed that DCC
binding to netrin-1 activates an
enzyme, focal adhesion kinase,
enabling developing cells to
reorganize and move intuitively.
The process enables brain
cells to reach out to each other
and across the midline of the
developing brain and spinal cord.
When the kinase is deleted, the
axon doesn’t make the proper
connections.
When researchers cut off
myosin X’s motor – which they

believe happens in spinal
cord injuries – axon outgrowth
was hindered.
Dr. Xiong suspects the
function of myosin X changes
as the neuron develops. She has
documented that in late stages
of development, when the axon
needs to stop growing, a shorter
molecule, minus the motor, is
expressed. She plans to examine
whether the protein is degraded
in spinal cord injuries. “We
already have evidence that if this
protein degrades, most frequently
without its motor domain, it
becomes negative, inhibits DCC
getting to the proper place and so
axonal growth,” Dr. Xiong says.
The work was funded by the
National Institutes of Health.
Co-authors include Dr. Xiao-Juan
Zhu, former postdoctoral fellow
in Dr. Xiong’s lab, Dr. PengGao
Dai, former postdoctoral fellow
in Dr. Lin Mei’s laboratory at
MCG and Dr. Yu-Qiang Ding’s
laboratory at the Institute of
Neuroscience and Key Laboratory
of Neurobiology, Shanghai
Institutes for Biological Sciences,
Chinese Academy of Sciences.
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Motor protein is pivotal in connecting neurons

Dr. Wen-Cheng Xiong
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Surgeons honored

Reorganization
leads to new
titles, directors
The Office of Student
Affairs and the Wellness
Center have merged
into a new unit called
Campus Life Services.
Dale Hartenburg, formerly
director of the Wellness
Center, will serve as
director. Tom Fitts, who
had been serving as
interim director of Student
Affairs, has resumed
his duties as director
of Student Housing,
which has been renamed
Residence Life. Mr. Fitts
also assumes advising
responsibilities for the
Student Government
Association. Beverly Tarver

remains director of
Student Diversity.
The Wellness Center, its
programs and operations
staff will now function as
Fitness and Recreation, a
unit within Campus Life
Services. The facility will
continue to be known as
the Wellness Center.
The restructuring is
pending Board of Regents
approval, according to
Dr. Mike Miller, vice
president for enrollment
and student services.
Contact Dr. Miller at
ext. 1-0955 or Mr.
Hartenburg at ext. 1-3356
for further information.

Three long-time faculty members were treated to a reception Feb. 6 in honor
of their recent anniversaries with the university. Celebrating are burn/trauma
surgeon Dr. Michael Hawkins (from left), 20 years; pediatric surgeon Dr. Robyn
Hatley, 20 years; and urology surgeon Dr. Arthur Smith, 30 years. The reception
was held at the Moretz Library and given by their colleagues in the Department
of Surgery.

Gearing up for Team MCG

Phil Jones photo

Dr. David Kozlowski (right) is all smiles after winning the
Tobacco-Free Campus survey raffle. His name was drawn from
more than 3,000 MCG community members who responded
to an online survey designed to assess campus attitudes
toward tobacco use and the Tobacco-Free Initiative that will
eliminate tobacco on campus by the next Great American
SmokeOut Day, Nov. 16. Dr. Kozlowski, with the Transgenic
Zebrafish Core Facility in the Institute of Molecular Medicine
and Genetics, nabbed a Wellness Center personal training
package. Helping him get started with his fitness assessment
is personal trainer Susannah Halweg.

Phil Jones photo

Phil Jones photo

Big response to tobacco survey

Team MCG 2007 kicked off Feb. 8 with a breakfast for team captains in the Cancer
Research Center conference room. Above, R. Bryan Ginn Jr., vice president for
university advancement, thanks the volunteer captains for their enthusiasm and
willingness to take on the challenge of increasing overall participation to 25
percent, 10 percent more than last year. The campaign, which enables MCG and
PPG employees and retirees to help the institution meet its mission, runs Feb. 19
to March 30.
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The following courses are offered free to MCG employees through the Division of Human Resource’s
training and education department. To view class descriptions and register online, visit www.cg.edu/hr/training.
All classes are held in room 1151 of the Annex unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact Debra
Arnold, ext. 1-3196.

MCG retirees
strengthen bonds,
make new friends
by Sharron Walls

February
1

Knowing Your Rights at MCG

9–11 a.m.

1

HR Policies and Procedures: Managing leave,

2–4 p.m.

work hours and overtime
2

Customer Service Certificate Series (class is full)

2–4:30 p.m.

5

Meeting Essentials

8:30–11 a.m.

6

P-Card Training

9–10 a.m.

6

Exceptional Administrative Support

2–4 p.m.

Certificate Program (class is full)
7

Dealing Effectively with Unacceptable

9–4 p.m.

Employee Behavior (Fee: $110; SkillPath)
8

Tuition Assistance Program (TAP)

11–noon

9, 16, 23

GroupWise

1–2:30 p.m.

9

Interviewing: Hiring the Right Person

8:30–10:30 a.m.

12

Welcome to MCG

8:30–10:00 a.m.

12

PSoft Financials: Basic Navigation

1–1:40 p.m.

12

PSoft Financial: Requisition Training

1:45–2:45 p.m.

12

PSoft Financial: Sponsored Project Management

2:50–4:15 p.m.

13, 15, 20,

Management Training Series

8:30–11:30 a.m.

14

PSoft Financial: Basic Query

1–4 p.m.

19

PSoft Financial: Delivered Reports and Inquiries

9–noon

22, 27, 29

Panels
19, 26

Word Series I

3–4:30 p.m.

21

Grant Writing (held in CA-2109)

9–11 a.m.

22

Performance Appraisals

2–4 p.m.

26

Welcome to MCG

8:30–10 a.m.

28

Access 2003 Level 1 (Fee $65; CompUSA)

9 a.m.–5 p.m.

30

Excel 2003 Level 1 (Fee $65; CompUSA)

9 a.m.–5 p.m.

HR Course Registration Guidelines
• Class sizes are limited and are filled on a first-come basis.
• Complete and submit one registration form for each class. Forms are available
at www.mcg.edu/hr/training.
• Register at least one to two weeks prior to the scheduled training date.
• Registration forms received after a class is filled are put on a waiting list.
Waiting-list registrants are notified of vacancies and moved into the classes
as cancellations are received.

With Augusta becoming
known nationwide as a great
retirement community, it’s no
wonder so many MCG retirees
stay in the area. And with such a
large population of them, having
an active retirees’ association is
a benefit that can’t be beat.
Members receive a newsletter
every three months as well
as an invitation to quarterly
luncheons, where about half
of the slightly more than 200
active members are usually in
attendance, enjoying good food,
good company and interesting
programs. Last December, for
example, members were treated
to holiday music by one of
the finest choral groups in the
country, the Davidson Fine Arts
Magnet School Chorus. Earlier
in the year, Augusta Mayor Deke
Copenhaver stopped by to chat
about politics in the Garden
City. Scheduled for 2007 are
programs with MCG President
Daniel W. Rahn, athletic trainer
Lisa Adkins and MCG Benefits
Manager Patricia Riley.
Association members come
from various prior positions in
every department and school,
creating an informal atmosphere
where old and new friends
gather. Recently, board members
sent out membership invitations
to over 1,600 eligible retirees, all
former employees who retired
under the Georgia Teachers
Retirement System. Annual
membership dues of $10 cover
newsletters, entertainment and
door prizes at meetings, gifts for
speakers and correspondence.
Founded in 1988 by the late
Dr. Raymond Bard, a man used
to getting in on the ground
floor of things (Dr. Bard was
the founding dean of the School
of Allied Health Sciences), the
MCG Retirees Association meets
to “help keep members aware of
events at MCG and offer retirees
opportunities to stay in touch,”
according to its bylaws.
Dates for this year’s lunches
are March 13, June 12, Sept.
11 and Dec. 11. Mark your
calendars.
For more information about
the MCG Retirees Association,
contact Malcolm (Mike)
Luxenberg at 706-736-585 or Pam
Jenkins at 803-279-8564.

MCG Retirees Association
2007 Board Officers
Dr. Malcolm Luxenberg,
President
Al Slavens, President-Elect
Rob Graybill, Past President
Pam Jenkins, Treasurer
Dorothy Bice, Secretary
Dr. Biagio Vericella,
Program Chair
Board Members
Alan Campbell, Jan Menger,
Mary Hagan, Dr. David Hull,
Whitney Pickett, Dr. Geraldine
Rinker, and Dr. Dave Welter
Interested in becoming a member of
the board?
Contact any current board member.
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We understand the difference
you make every day. And we’d
like to help make a difference
in your life. If you work for
public educational institution
or nonprofit organization,
Edward Jones can explain
options for your 403(b)/TSA
retirement savings plan and
recommend a strategy that’s
best for you.

To learn why it makes
sense to talk with
Edward Jones about
your retirement savings,
call or visit today.
Jarrett E. Hindew
Investment Representative
2816 Washington Rd Suite 102
Augusta, GA 30909
Bus. 706-738-2983
Toll-Free. 888-738-6929
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ACROSS
1. Scala vestibuli’s location
4. Site of the gastrocnemius
7. Curved bone
10. Part of Mao’s name
11. Santa __, California
12. Part of the psyche
13. Lateral incisors’ neighbors
15. Word with chicken or small
16. “...There __ great tempest in the sea...” (Matt. 8:24)
18. Foreign ruler
21. __ sprue; digestive disorder
24. Type of intubation
26. One of Hippocrates’ four humors
27. Boat propellers
28. Band of connective tissue
30. Nothing by mouth: abbr.
32. Histologist’s study
36. 1/16 of a gallon
37. Him, in Italian
38. Prefix for glylceride or geminal
39. Carbohydrate’s suffix
40. System that employs paramedics, for short
41. Ending for intern or physic

DOWN
1. List-shortening abbr.
2. Tempe school, familiarly
3. Dr. receiving in-depth training
4. Hideaway
5. Heart membrane
6. Oxygen and hydrogen
7. __ middle ear; perform tympanoplasty
8. “__ to Extremes”; ’90 Billy Joel hit
9. Rectangular prism
14. Prisoner’s hope, often
17. Singer John’s namesakes
18. Business letter abbr.
19. __-jongg
20. U-235, U-238 or U-239, e.g.
22. Alveoli contents
23. Blood units, for short
25. Soft and mild
29. Suffix meaning “condition”
30. Cpl. or Sgt.
31. Boil contents
33. Urethritis or cystitis, familiarly
34. Trauma ctrs.
35. Quot. op. __; as often as necessary

Where in the MCG world is this? contest
How well do you know your campus?
Play on page 6!

Beeper Recipe Contest!

SUDOKU

DELIVERED MEALS FROM
GREAT RESTAURANTS
Famous Dave’s

RECIPES

If you’ve got a great recipe to share, you could
win a free lunch for yourself and three others —
delivered right to your waiting plates! Who says
there’s no free lunch? What are you waiting for?
E-mail your favorite recipe to
recipes@mcgbeeper.com today!

T.G.I. Friday’s
SPONSORED BY:

Yo Pizza
Barberitos
& many more

SEE THIS ISSUE’S WINNING RECIPE ON PAGE 3!

3

Shangri La

Call (706) 364-4460 to order
& request a menu guide.

www.2go-box.com
(706) 364-4460

www.2go-box.com

Save Your Parking Spot! Save Your Gas!
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Newsmakers

Ms. Goodwin

Ms. Hilliard

Dr. Rausch

Ms. Rust

Dr. Sharawy

Dr. Terris

Ms. Goodwin
appointed
Patricia Goodwin, business
director for the Division of
University Advancement, has been
selected to chair a joint project
of the Development Authority
of Columbia County and the
Columbia County Chamber of
Commerce, the Entrepreneur
Friendly Initiative, a statewide
push for local governments to
become “entrepreneur friendly.”
Ms. Goodwin will help direct
a steering committee of 25
community leaders who will
survey 50 local small business
owners on needs, then compile and
analyze data to develop programs
or services that will foster smallbusiness growth and identify
potential startup companies. The
county hopes to be certified as an
Entrepreneur Friendly Community
by August.
Ms. Goodwin has also been
appointed program chair on the
executive board of the Columbia
County Chamber of Commerce.

Ms. Hilliard named
ASU Young Alumna
Jennifer Hilliard, media relations
coordinator in the Division of
University Advancement, has been
named Augusta State University’s
Young Alumna for 2007. She will
be honored tomorrow, Feb. 16
during the ASU Alumni Association
Annual Awards Celebration at the
Savannah Rapids Pavilion.
Ms. Hilliard received her
bachelor’s degree in communications
in 2001 and a master of public

He is president of the Psychiatry
Research Society and an
American Psychiatric Association
Distinguished Fellow.
Dr. Rausch earned a medical
degree from MCG and completed
residencies at the University of
South Carolina and the University
of California, San Diego, where
he also completed a postdoctoral
research fellowship in clinical
psychopharmacology research.

Ms. Rust earns
certification
Kristin Rust in the Office of
Institutional Audit and Compliance
has been named a certified internal
auditor by the Institute of Internal
Auditors. Recipients must pass a
four-part examination and meet
high standards of character,
education and experience.
Ms. Rust is a certified public
accountant with 20 years of audit
and accounting experience in the
public and private sectors.

Dr. Rausch inducted
Dr. Jeffrey Rausch, professor
and Case Distinguished Chair in
Psychiatry, has been inducted
into the American College of
Neuropsychopharmacology.
The organization, limited
to approximately 700 leading
scientists, aims to better
understand brain disorders
and behavior and advance the
prevention and treatment of those
disorders. Dr. Rausch is the first
member of the organization
from MCG.
A widely recognized expert
on depressive, bipolar, anxiety
and Asperger’s disorders,
Dr. Rausch published a
study in a recent edition of
Neuropsychopharmacology
identifying a mechanism of
serotonin receptor adaptation that
explains differences in response
to antidepressants.
His work identifying differences
in inflammatory gene expression
associated with antidepressant
treatment and associated
differences in temperature
regulation in people with
depressive illness led to a patentpending thermometer capable
of detecting clinically relevant
changes in body temperature. That
work earned him a 2006 Creativity
Award from the MCG Office of
Technology Transfer.
Dr. Rausch, a faculty member
since 1991, directs studies through
the Schizophrenia and Mood
Disorders Section.

Dr. Sharawy
recognized
Dr. Mohamed M. Sharawy,
professor and director of anatomy
in the Department of Oral Biology
and Maxillofacial Pathology in
the School of Dentistry, was
recognized Oct. 27 with a plaque
of appreciation presented by
Commander Michael Cox of Fort
Sam Houston at San Antonio,
Texas. Dr. Sharawy has served as
a consultant to the U.S. Army for
over 25 years, teaching surgical
anatomy of the head and neck
to residents in the Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery Programs at
Fort Sam Houston, Fort Bragg, Fort
Bennington, Fort Tripler and the
U.S. Air Force.
Dr. Sharawy joined MCG in
1970 as a founding member of the
School of Dentistry faculty. He
is president of the Georgia State
Anatomical Board, a member of
the Board of Governors and chair

see Newsmakers page 14
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Dr. Crumine

Dr. Robert S. Crumrine, Chair
Emeritus and Professor Emeritus
of Anesthesiology, has received
the Crawford W. Long Award
from the Georgia Society of
Anesthesiologists, the society’s
highest award.
The award, named for the
originator of the medical use of
anesthesia, recognizes physicians
who have made exceptional
contributions to the society in the
tradition of service exemplified by
Dr. Long. It was presented to Dr.
Crumrine during the 2007 winter
meeting Jan. 20 at Stone Mountain
Park.
Dr. Crumrine, also Associate
Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics
and Professor Emeritus of Nursing,
joined the MCG faculty in 1985 and
retired in 1999.

administration degree in 2006. She
is a member of Pi Alpha Alpha,
the public administration honor
society, and the ASU Alumni
Association, for which she
serves as vice president for social
and chair of the annual
alumni barbecue.
She is a 2006 graduate of
Leadership Augusta and active in
Volunteer Augusta, an initiative
to streamline the process
linking community non-profit
organizations and volunteers. She
is a former volunteer for University
Hospital’s Rape Crisis and Sexual
Assault Services and a member
of the Red Wagon Society, which
raises money for the Children’s
Medical Center.
Prior to joining MCG, Ms.
Hilliard worked in the public
relations office of Augusta State
University and was a reporter for
The Augusta Chronicle, where she
managed the Teen Advisory Board.
At MCG, she coordinates media
coverage of the Schools of Allied
Health Sciences, Dentistry and
Nursing.
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Retired chair
receives Long Award

14

Thursday, February 15, 2007

beeper

Campus Beat
Periodic reports of crime-related news on campus are posted
in compliance with federal, state and local laws to maximize
campus safety and awareness. To report crimes, suspicious
activity, or information regarding reported incident(s), call the
MCG Public Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or #2911 from a
cellular phone.

Robbery off-campus
A purse was snatched at the 15th Street Kroger west of Annex II
at 8 a.m. Friday, Jan. 26. If you have information about this incident,
contact the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office at 706-821-1080.

Armed robbery
On Saturday, Feb. 3 at 4:13 p.m. a purse was taken in an armed
robbery on the first level of the Children’s Medical Center parking
deck on Harper Street. The victim was approached from behind by
a black male, 5 feet 9 inches to 6 feet tall, 160 to 175 pounds, with
a round face and short hair, wearing a light-blue jacket with a hood
and blue jeans. The assailant, armed with a pistol, fled on foot.
No injuries were reported. Contact MCG Police at ext.1-2911 with
information about this incident.

Safety tips
• Wear your MCG identification
badge on campus at all times.
• Always be aware of your
surroundings.
• Use the Campus Escort Service,
available 24 hours a day.
• Avoid poorly lighted areas.
• Avoid walking alone, especially
after dark.
• Carry your vehicle keys in your
hand and be ready to unlock the
door as soon as you get to your
vehicle.
• Keep valuables locked up and
out of sight.
• Lock your door when leaving an
unattended office.
• Write down brand name, model
numbers and serial numbers of
computer components and other
equipment. Have this information
available when reporting stolen
equipment.
• Keep your vehicle locked at all
times. Consider purchasing an
anti-theft device if you don’t have
one.
• If your vehicle stereo is
equipped with a detachable face,
remove it from your vehicle or
place it out of sight.
• If you see anyone in and around
your work area or building who
looks suspicious, lost or out of
place, call ext. 1-2911.
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Dr. Terris joins
international
association
Dr. David J. Terris, chair of the
Department of OtolaryngologyHead and Neck Surgery, has
been named a member of the
International Association of
Endocrine Surgeons, an invitationonly Switzerland-based society.

The Porubsky Distinguished
Professor in Otolaryngology is an
innovator in minimally invasive
approaches for thyroid and
parathyroid disorders. He has
been ranked among Best Doctors
in America in 1998, 2001 and
2003-06 as well as the 2004-06
America’s Top Surgeons listing.
His research interests include
translational studies of novel
surgeries for thyroid and other
head and neck cancers, including
robotic neck surgery.
Dr. Terris is a member of
the American Academy of
Otolaryngology/Head and Neck
Surgery’s Endocrine Surgery, Head
and Neck Oncology and Program
Committees. He is on the Board
of Governors of the American
College of Surgeons.
He is on the editorial board
of Laryngoscope, Operative
Techniques of Otolaryngology-Head
and Neck Surgery, Microsurgery
and Medical Science Monitor.
Dr. Terris came to MCG in 2002
from Stanford University where
he directed the otolaryngology/
head and neck surgery residency
program, co-directed the
fellowship in head and neck
oncologic surgery and directed the
otolaryngology clerkship.

Obituaries

3- Minute Car Wash & Quick Lube

$4.00 AUTOMATIC WASH & FREE VACUUMS

The MCG community extends
condolences to the family and
friends of:

“A New Concept in FAST Car Washing”
2841 Washington Road (next to Red Lobster)
HOURS: Mon-Sat: 8-8; Sun: 11-6

Mary Harris, 67, a retired senior
accounting assistant in the
Comptroller Division, who died
Jan. 6. She worked at MCG from
1978-98.

EVANS
Across From Evans Cinemas

706-868-1450
MARTINEZ

William R. Wege, 80, a retired
associate professor in the School of
Dentistry, who died Jan. 14. He was
with MCG from 1967-88.
Lydia A. Cooper, 74, a retired
nursing assistant in the Department
of Nursing, who died Jan. 21. She
served MCG for 38 years, from
1956-94.
P. Kenneth Morse, 82, Professor
Emeritus in the School of Dentistry,
who died Jan. 21. He was with MCG
from 1967-87.
Ruby L. Eggleston, 81, a retired
dietitian assistant in the Department
of Dietetics, who died Feb. 3. She
worked at MCG from 1966-87.

Across From West Towne

706-868-1550
DOWNTOWN

Oil change and lube featuring
quality Valvoline products.
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of the Research Committee
of the American Academy of
Implant Dentistry Research
Foundation. He is a member of
the International Association
of Dental Research, American
Association of Anatomists,
American Association of Implant
Prosthodontics and American
Dental Association.
He is co-editor and contributor
to Orban’s textbook Oral
Histology, senior associate
editor of the Journal of Oral
Implantology, author of
the Companion of Applied
Anatomy and contributor to
several symposia and books
on oral implantology and
temporomandibular joint
disorders.

Next to Johnson Motor Co.

(at Evans & Express locations only.)

706-722-4109 (Closed Sun.)

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30-5:30
Sun: Noon-5:00

AUGUSTA MALL
Across From the mall

706-738-1300

2 Off

$ 00

ANY PACKAGE WASH
Deluxe Wash or Higher

NOT VALID WITH ANY
OTHER SPECIAL OR OFFER

HAND WAX

$

45

Includes Full Services
Wash, Tire Shine, Air
Freshener & Hand Wax

MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID
WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL
OR OFFER.
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