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Don Snell has resigned as presi-
dent and chief executive officer of 
MCG Health, Inc., effective at the 
end of the month.  “The board, 
reluctantly and with great apprecia-
tion for his many accomplishments, 
accepted his resignation [Oct. 21] at 
its annual meeting,” said Erroll B. 
Davis Jr., Chancellor of the Univer-
sity System of Georgia.

Mr. Snell served 11 years after 
having been recruited in 1999 by the 
Board of Regents and the Board of 
Directors of MCG Health, Inc. Dur-
ing his tenure, he:

• Led the restructuring of the 
clinical system into a private, not-
for-profit organization with the 
flexibility to respond to a rapidly 
changing economic and competitive 
environment.

• Stabilized the organization 
financially and operationally, turn-
ing a potential $25 million deficit in 
April 2000 into a $20.7 million mar-
gin within 18 months. In addition to 
its financial success, the organiza-
tion continues to offer the lowest 
cost in the University HealthSystem 
Consortium.

• Elevated the performance of the 
health system to the top quartile of 
U.S. academic medical centers, re-
sulting in numerous national patient 
safety and quality awards.

• Led the health system to na-
tional prominence in patient- and 
family-centered care and built a 
strong foundation of partnership and 
cooperation with hospitals in the 
region, particularly rural hospitals.

by Sharron Walls

While the country tries to work 
through its economic woes, MCG 
has implemented a class hoping 
to keep students out of financial 
trouble in the first place.

The online Student Financial 
Seminar went live in mid-October. 
Students in all five schools must 
complete the course by Jan. 15. In 
subsequent years, incoming stu-
dents will take the seminar as part 
of orientation.

“In surveys with students, it was 
apparent they wanted some sort of 
financial planning assistance,” says 
Beverly Boggs, executive director of 
financial aid. “What we’ve found 

with graduate students is that some-
times they use credit cards to make 
ends meet. That really impacts 
their quality of life when they leave 
here.”

Interactive tools of the software 
allow students to calculate credit 
card payments and construct a 
budget, among other features. There 
are sections on student loans, credit 
scores and credit in general.

“It’s quite an eye opener,” Dr. 
Boggs says. “Some features are not 
required, but offer an extra incen-
tive for students to become actively 
involved in their finances.”

A feature Dr. Boggs hopes 
students will participate in is an 
anonymous poll that produces a 

graph showing students how they 
compare financially with the rest of 
the student body.

In development for nine months, 
the online course was created in-
house after unsuccessful attempts 
to find an appropriate outsourced 
program. It has already captured the 
attention of other graduate schools.

While the seminar pinpoints how 
current students can control debt, a 
sequel focused on life after gradua-
tion is under consideration. “That’s 
going to be a challenge,” says Dr. 
Boggs. “We have a very diverse 
population with a variety of future 
plans and demands.”
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Beverly Boggs, executive director of financial aid, speaks to first-year students about finances.

Don Snell
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EMPLOYEE ADDRESS CHANGES & CORRECTIONS should be 
made to Human Resources through department managers. 

Home address changes may be made in SoftServe.

RETIREES Contact the Human Resources benefits office 
at 706-721-3770 for address changes and corrections or 

to report changes in Benefits status.
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1-800-559-2311 ext. 2371 

or  803-644-2371
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DEADLINES
for  Nov. 11 issue - Nov. 4 at noon
for  Nov. 25 issue - Nov. 18 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.
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SCCP campaign
The State Charitable Contributions 

Program, a statewide campaign enabling 
employees to contribute to approved chari-
ties of their choice, runs through Nov. 6. 

For more information: www.mcg.edu/
sccp             

Bake sale
The Public Safety Division will hold 

its second annual bake sale to benefit the 
State Charitable Contributions Program 
Friday, Oct. 30 starting at 6 a.m. in the An-
nex 2 conference room. Goodies from Very 
Vera, Einstein Bros. Bagels, Fresh Market, 
Shanhil Sweets and many more will be 
featured.

Contact: Mandy Flanders, ext. 1-2916

Wellness Center
The Wellness Center will sponsor a 

Halloween Poker Walk Friday, Oct. 30 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in front of the School of 
Dentistry. Registration is a canned food 
item, which will be donated to the food 
bank at Beulah Grove Baptist Church.

During November receive a free fitness 
assessment with the purchase of any pay-
roll, flex or 12-month membership package.

Contact: Susannah Spears, ext. 1-5042 or 
suspears@mcg.edu               

Trick-or-Treat
The School of Nursing and the CSRA 

Eos Support Group will hold a food-free 
Halloween Festival for children with diet 
restrictions Friday, Oct. 30 from 3-5:30 p.m. 
on the fourth and fifth floors of the Health 
Sciences Building. 

To participate: ext. 1-2451

Career Day
MCG Career Day for the Schools of 

Allied Health Sciences, Graduate Studies 
and Nursing will take place Monday, Nov. 
9 from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Health 
Sciences Building lobby. Visit with area 
employers and register for door prizes. 
Lunch is free for the first 250 students.

For more information: Campus Life 
Services, ext. 1-7242

Tuition assistance
The deadline to submit applications for 

the Tuition Assistance Program is Monday, 
Nov. 16 at 5 p.m. TAP waives the cost of 
up to eight hours of tuition and certain fees 
per semester and is available to full-time 
benefits-eligible MCG employees who have 
successfully completed six months of em-
ployment in a benefits-eligible position. 

For more information: Wanda O’Brien 
ext. 1- 4054 or wobrien@mcg.edu        

Pediatric conference
The 23rd Annual Shriners Frank H. 

Stelling Pediatric Conference will be held 
Nov. 20-21 in the Children’s Medical Center 
Conference Room 1800. Speaking will 
be Dr. James H. Beaty, chief of staff and 
professor of orthopedics at the University 
of Tennessee Campbell Clinic.

For more information: Dorothy Harmon, 
ext. 1-1633 or dharmon@mcg.edu     

Medical educators
The MCG School of Medicine Academy 

of Medical Educators is accepting applica-
tions through Dec. 1. Academy members 
strive to improve medical education, share 
strategies and demonstrate outstanding 
contributions to medical education through 
teaching, innovation and/or educational 
scholarship.

For more information: www.mcg.edu/
som/ames/index.html           

Veterans’ collection
The MCG Ambassadors are collecting 

items to give to residents of the Georgia 
War Veterans Nursing Home. Donations 
will be accepted through Friday, Dec. 4 
and distributed during the holidays. Col-
lection boxes are located across campus, 
or items can be dropped off in the Office 
of Academic Admissions, room 170 in the 
Kelly Building. 

For more information: Eric Drake, 
edrake@mcg.edu

Kohl’s Cares
The Children’s Medical Center is 

participating in the Kohl’s Cares for Kids 
program, which donates 83 percent of the 
sale price of select Kohl’s children’s books 
and matching plush toys. Purchases may 
be made online at Kohls.com or at the store 
at 4227 Washington Rd. in Evans.

Interfaith gathering
The MCG Baha’i Student Association 

sponsors interfaith devotional gatherings 
the first and third Sunday of the month at 8 
p.m. in room 108 of Residence IV. 

For more information: Philip Neiheisel, 
706-821-7220 or pneiheisel@mcg.edu

Free tobacco treatment 
to end

Free tobacco-cessation treatment for 
MCG campus employees and students will 
end in November, at which time the cost 
for six weeks of counseling at the MCG 
Nursing Faculty Practice Group will be 
$285 plus the cost of medication (approxi-
mately $150 per month for at least three 

months). This is the last chance to receive 
free counseling and medication. 

To register: ext. 1-8224 or cayates@mcg.
edu

Moms connect
Moms Connection, a support group 

sponsored by Women’s Health to guide 
new mothers through the early stages of 
parenthood, meets every Tuesday from 
1-2 p.m. at 1225 Walton Way, room 1010C. 
Babies are welcome. 

For more information: ext. 1-8283 or 
mcghealth.org

Child care study
Child care providers who care for 

children under 2 are needed to complete 
a questionnaire about their child-care 
routines, including diet. Participants will 
be paid. 

For more information: Jane Mikell, ext. 
1-0084 or jlancaster@mcg.edu      

New moms study
The Georgia Prevention Institute is 

looking for first-time moms in their third 
trimester or with a healthy baby less than 
2 months old to talk about life during their 
baby’s first year. Eligible participants must 
not smoke, take blood pressure medica-
tion or be diabetic and must be able to 
participate in normal activities. Participants 
will be paid.

For more information: Jane Mikell, ext. 
1-0084 or jlancaster@mcg.edu 

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and their 
immediate family free. The sessions may 
cover any personal or work-related area of 
concern and are held at 844 Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the Nov. 11 edition, deadline is Nov. 

4 at noon. For the Nov. 25 edition, deadline 
is Nov. 18 at noon. Send announcements 
or story suggestions to beeper@mcg.edu or 
contact Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at ext. 
1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) or swalls@
mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted to the 
MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing NEEDTO-
KNOW@mcg.edu and the Campus Events 
Calendar at www.calendar.mcg.edu.
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Employees honored
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Rick Quarles and Abby Sheff were 
honored during the 2009 Employee 
Recognition Ceremony Oct. 9 for the 
dedication and spirit they bring to 
their work at MCG. 

The Clay Adamson Award is 
given to an employee in the Facili-
ties Management Division, excluding 
senior management and department 
head positions, for outstanding 
service. The award was initiated in 
1997 by W. Clay Adamson Jr., direc-
tor of the Physical Plant Division 
from 1968 until his retirement from 
MCG in 1997.

Rick Quarles, recipient of the 
2009 award, is a busy man. In ad-
dition to his work as a locksmith 
for MCG, he has a cabinet-making 
business, volunteers as a firefighter 
with the Martinez-Columbia County 
Fire Rescue and enjoys riding mo-
torcycles. He’s been with MCG since 
1986 and calls it a “pleasant place to 
work.” He and wife Catherine have 
two daughters, 22 and 18.

The Erie P. Blissit Award honors 
excellent administrative, clerical and 

secretarial support and outstanding 
service. The award is made possible 
by an endowment fund established 
by James A. Blissit, vice president 
and Treasurer Emeritus of MCG, in 
memory of his late wife, Erie, who 
retired from MCG after 30 years of 
service. 

Administrative assistant Abby 
Sheff, the 2009 award recipient, 
joined MCG in 2006 and “thorough-
ly enjoys working here, where I’ve 
found another family in the Depart-
ment of Biostatistics.” Her husband, 
Sean, is a fifth-year general surgery 
resident at MCG and they have a 
4-year-old son. Abby enjoys run-
ning, reading, scrapbooking and 
activities at Warren Baptist Church. 

Both awards honor active, 
fulltime classified employees with 
at least one year of continuous 
employment. Recipients receive cash 
awards and have their names added 
to the respective plaques in the 
Facilities Offices and Shops Building 
and the Human Resources Division.

MCG President Daniel W. Rahn presents awards to Richard Quarles Jr. (left) and Abby Sheff.
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IN THE HEART OF NORTH AUGUSTA
3 BD 2.5 BA, fp, deck, 1,619 sq ft

817 East Ave*$149,000

GORGEOUS CUSTOM BUILT W/2.8 ACRES
4 BD 3.5 BA, bonus rm, hwd flrs, 3141 sq ft

120 Smoke Ridge Road *$299,900

BRAND NEW EVERYTHING!
3 BD, 2 BA, new HVAC, roof, apps, tile, carpet

146 Monterey Avenue *$94,900
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by Sharron Walls

Training and Compliance Aware-
ness Month takes place in Novem-
ber for all MCG campus faculty, 
residents, staff and students. 

“The Institutional Compliance 
Program helps the university meet 
its promise to comply with all 
laws, regulations and policies in its 
operations,” said Christine Adams, 
compliance and privacy coordina-
tor. “It’s a proactive program to 
maximize compliance with Board 
of Regents and MCG policies, plus 
federal and state requirements.” 

Requirements for faculty, resi-
dents and staff includes HIPAA, Mo-

bile Security, Equipment Account-
ability, State Business Transactions, 
Confidentiality, Conflicts of Interest, 
Sexual Harassment, Export Control, 
Drug-Free Campus and Outside 
Professional Activity. In addition, 
the Board of Regents has created 
online Ethics training required of 
faculty and staff.  The Ethics train-
ing will be available as a separate 
module from annual training located 
in the same system. Those requiring 
additional training will be notified 
by e-mail. 

Students will participate for the 
first time this year in an effort to 
build compliance consciousness into 
their daily MCG activities. Lessons 

include HIPAA, Mobile Security, 
Equipment Accountability, Confiden-
tiality Statement, Conflict of Interest, 
Sexual Harassment, Export Control, 
Drug-Free Campus and Ethics.

“Our goal is to educate the MCG 
community about institutional, 
professional and financial obliga-
tions and reputational risks related 
to institutional policy and regulatory 
responsibilities,” said Ms. Adams. 
“We have an ethical obligation to do 
the right thing and to track compli-
ance as appropriate.” 

A reminder e-mail will be deliv-
ered Friday, Oct. 30.

Training requirements must be 
completed by Monday, Nov. 30.

November is annual training 
and compliance month

STAFF
School of Dentistry
 Kristen Marie Bonkowski

School of Medicine
 Kelsie Fitzgerald Cato
 Carson A. Kisner
 Indira Kumar (resident)
 Meghan K. Murrell
 Harumasa Yokota
 Ling Ling Zhang

Controller’s Office
 Karen Michele Castleberry

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare
 Tiffany Lee Gardenhire
 Timothy O’Dell Glass

 Kimberly Kay Hutchison
 Connie L. Jackson
 Esther Chinyer Kagha
 Forestina Lynn
 Shannon Rene’ Shirah

Information Technology 
Support & Services
 Patrice Nicole Smith

Public Safety
Administration
 Wesley William Martin
 Carole Upshaw Romero

Student Health
 Melissa Ann Mock
 Cindy Lynn Piper

FAREWELL…
with thanks, to these retirees for their 
years of service:

Mohamed M. Sharawy, School of
 Dentistry, 40 years
Gurkirpal Sohal, School of
 Medicine, 34 years
Shirley T. Smith, file clerk, 25 years
Steven M. Adair, School of
 Dentistry, 20 years
Sahebarao Mahadik, School of
 Medicine, 17 years
Betty K. Bush, Environmental
 Services, 15 years
Debbie A. Shelton, Human
 Resources, 11 years
Franklin B. Henry, School of
 Dentistry, 10 years

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

Finances...from page 1

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus

 Required seminar features will 
take about 20 minutes to complete. 

“We don’t want it to be a burden 
to the students,” Dr. Boggs says. 
“We want them to check it out and 
enjoy it. We know financial planning 
is not a major concern of graduate 
students; they’re more concerned 
with passing anatomy next week, 
which is understandable. But let’s 

face it, tuition is going to continue 
to go up, the cost of living is going 
to continue to go up, and students 
are going to be challenged with 
greater financial circumstances. If 
we can empower them with knowl-
edge, then we’ve helped ensure their 
success. We’re hoping that this is 
one of those missing pieces they’ve 
been looking for.”
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2358 Washington Rd 706-736-4479 Augusta, GA
www.turnerskeyboards.com

Turner’s Keyboards
New & Used Pianos • Digital Keyboards 

• Piano Rentals • Tuning & Repair • Refinish 
& Rebuilding • We Buy Pianos 

• Fun Piano Lessons For All Ages!
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Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE
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The SWELL Award spotlights students and employees nominated by 
their peers for outstanding achievement. Saluting the Work, Excel-
lence, Leadership and Lives of those who comprise MCG, The SWELL 
Award recognizes staff, students and faculty whose work has made a 
difference on and off campus. 

To nominate someone for the SWELL Award, send a brief descrip-
tion of the nominee to Sharron Walls at swalls@mcg.edu or FI-1042 
(campus mail). Please include the nominee’s phone number.

Tell us who’s SWELL
Learning about benefits

MCG employees 
packed the 
Wellness Center 
Oct. 15 for the third 
annual Benefits 
and Employee 
Awareness 
Fair, which 
featured campus 
departments, 
MCG discount 
program vendors, 
State Charitable 
Contributions 
Program 
organizations 
and preview 
demonstrations of 
the online Open 
Enrollment system. 
Open Enrollment 
runs through    
Nov. 20. 
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Rebekah Goble

Easy Cheesy Chicken Casserole

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R135697•BP102809

4 large boneless, skinless chicken breast halves
2 cups uncooked rice 

3 (10 ounce) cans cream of chicken soup
2 (10 ounce) cans cream of mushroom soup

2 cups shredded Mexican cheese
minced onions

Szechuan seasoning
Lawry’s Seasoned Salt

salt

1. Combine chicken breasts, Lawry’s Seasoned Salt and minced
onions with water in a large pot. Boil until cooked through. Cube chicken and set 
aside. 2. Combine uncooked rice with 4 cups of water and two teaspoons of salt 
in a medium saucepan. Bring to a boil, then lower heat and simmer until rice is 
soft and fluffy. 3. In large bowl, combine all ingredients. Add Lawry’s Seasoned 

Salt and Szechuan seasoning to taste. 4. Spray large rectangular pan with cooking 
spray and add contents of bowl. 5. Place in oven and cook at 350 degrees until 

cheese is melted and mixture begins to bubble. 6. Serve with garlic toast.

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492

Ingredients

R132176•BP052709
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by Christine Hurley Deriso

When MCG recently became the 
first public health sciences universi-
ty in the nation to offer customized 
mobile applications, reams of medi-
cal information suddenly became 
available at clinicians’ fingertips.

A boon for clinicians, no doubt.  
But even more important: a boon for 
patients.

The digital age, School of Medi-
cine faculty say, is one of the biggest 
advances in history in their effort to 
“first do no harm.”

For instance, the School of 
Medicine recently introduced a Web-
based patient safety module as a 
required component of its Essentials 
in Clinical Medicine course. The 
module includes patient testimoni-
als, strategies, communications 
skills and self-testing to prepare stu-
dents not only to optimize patient 
safety, but to prepare themselves 
when something goes wrong.

“It’s easy to talk about statistics,” 
says Dr. Christopher Fly, associate 
professor of emergency medicine 
and director of the Essentials in 
Clinical Medicine course. “It’s an-
other to hear real stories about how 
medical errors affect people’s lives.”

Dr. Fly was one of five MCG 
faculty to attend the recent 2009 
Millennium Conference on Patient 
Safety, sponsored by Harvard Medi-
cal School, Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center and Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Massachusetts. The 
conference enabled medical faculty 
nationwide to brainstorm about 
incorporating patient safety into the 
medical school curriculum. MCG, 
with initiatives such as its Web-
based module and a pioneering 
emphasis on patient- and family-
centered care, is a leader in the area 
but can never rest on its laurels, the 
faculty say.

“MCG does a lot in leading the 
way, particularly through its Center 
for Patient- and Family-Centered 
Care,” says Dr. Valera L. Hudson, 
vice chairman for education in the 
Department of Pediatrics, pediatric 
residency program director and a 
Millennium Conference participant.

“Patient- and family-centered care 
is what most of us would want and 
expect when we are in the hospital 
– care that welcomes our opinions 
and respects our voices as patients,” 
says Pat Sodomka, senior vice presi-
dent of Patient- and Family-Centered 
Care for MCG and MCG Health, Inc. 
and a conference participant. The 
concept encompasses initiatives 
such as inviting family members on 
rounds and welcoming them in the 
hospital 24/7.

“Nobody is better than family in 
advocating for the patient and cluing 
us into potential safety issues, such 
as noting that a prescribed medica-

tion looks different than the one 
their child usually takes,” says Dr. 
Hudson. “But we certainly haven’t 
perfected this by any means. There’s 
always room for improvement.”

Beating the drum of patient safety 
early and consistently throughout 
medical school is vital, they stress. 
Dr. Fly noted that medical errors are 
responsible for as many deaths in 
the United States – about 98,000 a 
year – as if a 747 crashed every day 
and killed everyone on board.

“But addressing patient safety 
isn’t about assigning blame,” he 
says. “It’s about finding solutions.”

“No physician ever sets out to 
make a mistake,” says Dr. Andy 
Albritton, School of Medicine associ-
ate dean for curriculum and another 
conference participant.

Dr. Fly concurs. “The only way 
to avoid mistakes in the practice of 
medicine is to not practice medi-
cine,” he says. “I made a mistake 
early in my residency and a col-
league said, ‘Forget it, but don’t for-
get it. Move on, but learn from it.’”

Dr. Albritton’s physician father 
gave him similar advice. “He said, 
‘You’re going to make mistakes. Just 
don’t make the same mistake twice, 
and don’t make two mistakes in a 
row.’”

No education will ever be fool-
proof, they acknowledge, but they 
desperately want to minimize the 
chances that future generations of 
physicians will accidentally harm 
their patients and cause themselves 
untold anguish and guilt in the 
process.

“Ask a physician and he can 
name all the mistakes he’s ever 
made,” Dr. Fly says. “When things 
go wrong, we remember. I wasn’t 
prepared the first time it happened 
to me. I didn’t anticipate how 
it would affect me. I don’t want 
MCG’s medical students to feel so 
unprepared.”

One aspect of the Web-based 
patient safety module, he notes, 
involves the student writing an apol-
ogy to a simulated patient. Humility, 
the conference participants agree, 
is a vital component of medicine. “I 
think humility makes a leader stron-
ger,” Dr. Fly says. “People willing 
to admit their mistakes are better 
leaders, not worse.”

The module, and other patient-
safety initiatives in the curriculum, 
also emphasize respect for other 
members of the health care team. 
“It’s important to meet with every 
member of the team involved in 
an error, both to better understand 
the error and to support everyone 
involved,” Dr. Albritton says. “Full 
disclosure and transparency are 
crucial.”

Teamwork is vital not only in cor-

Safety first
 Digital technology and other innovations aim to reduce medical errors

Dr. Asha Nayak-Kapoor (center) on rounds with students and residents.
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See Safety, page 7
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safety...from page 6

recting errors, they note, but in 
preventing them in the first place. 
“A health care provider must have 
respect for every member of the 
team,” says Dr. Stewart A. Shevitz, 
professor in the Department of Psy-
chiatry and Health Behavior, director 
of psychiatric education and training 
and a conference participant.

He applauds innovations such 
as digital medical records, which 
enable every team member to access 
identical information and avoid 
pitfalls such as unnecessary tests or 
potentially dangerous interactions 
that can result from prescriptions 
from multiple sources.

And although advances such as 
digital medical records can minimize 
the risk of error, physicians should 
never over-rely on technology, they 
caution. “The wrong button can 
always get clicked,” Dr. Fly says.

Dr. Hudson agrees. “There is a 
fear that everyone is looking at a 
computer and no one is looking 
at the patient,” she says. “There 
can be a disconnect. Technology is 
generally beneficial, but you can’t 
ever lose your connection with the 
patient, and we have to set that 
example.”

The most important example, Dr. 
Albritton says, is to prepare students 
to be perpetual learners, always 
putting their patients’ needs first, re-
gardless of what particular tools are 
at hand. “Technology will change,” 
he says. “Our goal is to prepare a 
student for a lifelong practice of 
medicine.”

Lessons Learned
MCG participants in the 2009 

Millennium Conference on Patient 
Safety identified the following 
priorities in incorporating patient 
safety into every aspect of medi-
cal education:

• Create a culture of trust, mu-
tual respect and teamwork.

• Identify key health system 
leadership to work with medical 
educators.

• Make patient safety an 
element of a patient’s medical 
history; record on his chart, for 
instance, what he considers his 
biggest fear associated with hospi-
talization, and document how his 
fear is addressed.

• Teach in the context of the 
learner.

got news?
beeper@mcg.edu
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Firefighters Walter Jonske (above) and Megan Griffin from Augusta-Richmond County Station 2 on 
Walton Way visited the MCG Child Care Center during Fire Prevention Week, allowing the children 
to climb on the fire truck while they learned about fire safety. For fire prevention tips on the job, 
contact MCG Fire Safety Officer Gregg Stokes at ext. 1-8334 or Fire Safety Technologist John 
Parrish at ext. 1-9100.

Staying safe

8

on 15th Street 
across from the MCG Annex

706-724-3302

Let Us Deliver, Dine-In
or Pick Up After Work!

10 Wings & Large Pizza

SPECIAL!
$1699 Large Specialty 

Pizza & 
10 Winstreet Wings

Choose Bone-In, Bone-Out or Traditional Wings.
For Specialty Pizza Any Lover’s Line® or Supreme.

Super Supreme $1 More. Additional Charge For Extra Cheese.
Valid on Pan, Thin ‘N’ Crispy® and Hand-Tossed Style Pizza.
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got news?
beeper@mcg.edu

9

Fatman’s
Too!

“We Operate On Hunger”

Breakfast • Salads • Pizza
Homestyle Lunch • Sandwiches

706-721-3280
WE DELIVER!

www.fatmanstoo.edu

LUNCH SPECIALS
Mondays

3 Vegetables & Corn Bread
Tuesdays

Baked Chicken & Side

Wednesdays
Baked Spagetti

Thursdays
Meatloaf & Side

Fridays
Tilapia & Side

Every Morning - We’ve Got GRITS!!!

Including Drink • $6.50

R135936•BP102809
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by Amy Connell

Ten MCG nursing students have 
received $10,000 scholarships from 
the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion New Careers in Nursing Schol-
arship Program. 

Clinical Nurse Leader Program 
students Joshua Dunn, Aleshia 
Edwards, Tamiracle Ezell, Dayne 
Godwin, Tehrae Heflin, Patrick 
Hosey, Audrey Kim, Angel Mobley, 
Alexias Register and Lee Sullivan are 
the 2009-10 recipients. The program 
aims to alleviate a statewide nursing 
shortage by offering accelerated 
training for people with degrees in 
other fields.

The foundation, along with the 
American Association of Colleges of 
Nursing, launched the New Careers 
in Nursing Scholarship Program in 
2008, awarding eight scholarships 
to MCG students that year. Award 
preference goes to students from 
groups under-represented in nursing 
or from disadvantaged backgrounds.

“The Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation continues to provide 
support toward growing future nurs-
ing leaders and increasing diversity 
within the profession,” said Annette 
Bourgault, a scholarship program 
director and instructor of physi-

ological and technological nursing. 
“This is an exciting opportunity for 
our students to be part of the bigger 
picture in health care.”

The scholarship program has 
spawned recruiting partnerships 
between MCG and three Georgia col-
leges with majority African-Amer-
ican student bodies: Morehouse, 
Paine and Spelman. Robert Wood 
Johnson Scholars will participate in 
recruiting activities including health 
fairs with partnership schools, 
School of Nursing open houses, 
monthly professional development 
sessions and community events. 

MCGHealth has committed an 
additional $40,000 for scholar-
ship recipients who intend to seek 
employment with MCGHealth after 
graduation. Augusta’s University 
Hospital has awarded $20,000 in 
service-cancellable loan scholarships 
to two current Robert Wood Johnson 
Scholars. Athens Regional Medical 
Center has committed to awarding 
up to two $2,000 scholarships to 
qualified scholars. 

For more information about the 
program, visit www.mcg.edu/son/
cnl, e-mail Olivia Mitchell, program 
manager, at omitchel@mcg.edu or 
call Dr. Cynthia Mundy, director, at 
ext. 1-9767.

Clinical Nurse Leader 
students awarded 
scholarships

Audrey Kim (second from left) and Alexias Register (far right) 
are two of 10 scholarship recipients. Lovoria Williams (far left) 
and Annette Bourgault (third from left) are co-directors of the 
program.
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Send your recipes to
beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com  

Win lunch for four!

Help Build a Better Tomorrow – Give From the Heart
  The State Charitable Contributions Program 

runs through Nov. 6

10

R134313•BP070809

R128981•BP020409

.”



11Wednesday, October 28, 2009beeperMedical College of Georgia

Send news of accomplishments 
to Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at 
swalls@mcg.edu.

Dr. Callan appointed 
chair

Dr. Richard Callan, associate 
professor of 
general den-
tistry, has been 
appointed chair 
of the Depart-
ment of Gen-
eral Dentistry. 

“Rick was 
very instru-
mental in 
helping start 
the general 

dentistry department, so it’s a natu-
ral progression for him to become its 
chairman,” said School of Den-
tistry Dean Connie Drisko. “He has 
unmatched management skills and 
an ability to bring private practice to 
dental education.”

A 1983 alumnus of the School 
of Dentistry, Dr. Callan is the first 
permanent chair of the department, 
which was created in 2006. He has 
served as the department’s interim 
chair since September 2007.

Dr. Callan came to MCG in 2000 
from private practice. He is co-
director of the dental school’s Com-
prehensive Care Clinic. He serves 
on the School of Dentistry Student 
Affairs, Admissions and Curricu-
lum Committees and the University 
System of Georgia Board of Regents 
Academic Advisory Committee on 
Business Administration.

Dr. Callan is a member of the 
American Dental Association, Acad-
emy of General Dentistry, Ameri-
can Dental Education Association, 
Academy of Operative Dentistry, 
International Association of Dental 
Researchers, Pierre Fauchard Acad-
emy and International College of 
Dentists.

Ms. Garner makes 
presentation

Registrar Rita Garner discussed 
MCG’s innova-
tions in digital 
orientation 
materials dur-
ing a meeting 
of the Georgia 
Association 
of Collegiate 
Registrars and 
Admissions 
Officers in Oc-
tober. She will 

also present at the annual confer-
ences of the Southern and American 
associations in 2010.

“Orientation in a Flash” presents 
orientation materials mailed to new 

students on a flash drive. It was 
developed jointly with the Division 
of Enrollment Management, Visual 
Instruction and Design and a stu-
dent advisory group.

Dr. Maria chairs 
symposium

Dr. Bernard L. Maria, chair of the 
Department 
of Pediatrics 
and Ellington 
Charles Hawes 
Chair in Pedi-
atrics in the 
School of Medi-
cine, chaired 
the annual 
Neurobiol-
ogy of Disease 
in Children 

Symposium earlier this month in 
Louisville, Ky.

The symposium, which focused 
this year on muscular dystrophy, 
brought together scientists, clini-
cians and other caregivers with 
National Institutes of Health pro-
gram officers to discuss optimizing 
pediatric research. The meeting was 
held in conjunction with the 38th 
Annual Meeting of the Child Neurol-
ogy Society.

Proceedings will be published in 
the Journal of Child Neurology and 
audio podcasts summarizing key 
topics and speakers are available at 
www.neurobiologyofdisease.com. 

Dr. Maria, a pediatric neurologist 
and pediatric neuro-oncologist, is 
principal investigator on the NIH 
grant that has funded the annual 
conference since 2001. “This confer-
ence pulls from across the world the 
best scientists studying a pediatric 
neurological disease and the best cli-
nicians taking care of kids with the 
condition along with representatives 
from dedicated foundations and 
associations to assess where we are 
and where we need to go to improve 
care,” he said.

Dr. Maria’s early interest in the 
rare Joubert syndrome, character-
ized by brain malformation and 
poor balance control and coordina-
tion, led him to pursue NIH funding 
for these focused gatherings. He 
secured NIH funding for the first 
symposium on Joubert syndrome 
in 1998 before obtaining annual 
meeting support. Cerebrovascular 
disease will be the topic for the 2010 
symposium. 

Dr. Maria is senior associate edi-
tor for child neurology for Medlink 
Neurology and an editorial board 
member for the Journal of Child 

Neurology and Pediatric Neurology. 
He is a co-editor of the John H. 
Menkes “Textbook of Child Neu-
rology” which will be published 
posthumously (8th edition) as the 
“Menkes Textbook of Child Neurol-
ogy” in 2010. Dr. Maria also is editor 
of “Current Management in Child 
Neurology,” whose fourth edition 
published this year contains con-
tributions from over 150 leaders in 
child neurology. 

Dr. Sharma named 
fellow

Dr. Gyanendra Sharma, associ-
ate professor 
of cardiology 
and medical 
director of the 
Cardiovascular 
Outpatient 
Center, has 
been named a 
fellow of the 
American Soci-
ety of Echocar-
diography. The 

designation recognizes members 
who have fulfilled certification 
requirements through the National 
Board of Echocardiography.  

The society is an international 

organization of physicians, cardiac 
sonographers, nurses and scientists 
involved in echocardiography, the 
use of ultrasound to image the heart 
and cardiovascular system. The 
organization was founded in 1975. 

Dr. Wikesjo 
appointed interim 
dean

Dr. Ulf M.E. Wikesjö, professor 
of periodon-
tics and oral 
biology, has 
been appointed 
interim as-
sociate dean 
for research in 
the School of 
Dentistry.

Dr. Wikesjö 
came to MCG 
in 2006 from 

Temple University School of Den-
tistry and is the founding director 
of MCG’s Laboratory for Applied 
Periodontal & Craniofacial Regenera-
tion. He serves a joint appointment 
in the MCG School of Graduate 
Studies and is an adjunct professor 

Newsmakers

See Newsmakers, page 12
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by Paula Hinely

When Stacy Creighton’s father 
suffered a devastating brain injury 
three years ago, she watched her 
mother, a retired nurse, become his 
full-time caregiver.

“Even with a nursing back-
ground, my mom had trouble find-
ing support and getting answers to 
her caregiving questions,” the senior 
in the School of Nursing at Athens 
says. 

Her mother inspired Stacy’s own 
nursing career and her interests in 
caregiving, which have garnered 
her one of four 2009 Mattie J.T. 
Stepanek Caregiving Scholarships 
from the Rosalynn Carter Institute 
for Caregiving. Created in memory 
of a world-renowned poet and 
peacemaker who died of a rare form 
of muscular dystrophy at age 13 
in 2004, the scholarship provides 
financial assistance to family, profes-
sional or paraprofessional caregiv-
ers seeking training or education 
in skills that enhance care while 
protecting the health and well-being 
of the caregiver.

Stacy received a $2,500 scholar-
ship and support to attend the 2009 
Rosalynn Carter Institute National 
Caregiving Summit Oct. 21-23 at 
Georgia Southwestern State Univer-
sity in Americus. The scholarship 
recipients were honored at a lun-
cheon, participated in translational 
research sessions on caregiving and 
met Mrs. Carter, the wife of former 
President Jimmy Carter.

“The more caregivers sacrifice for 
their loved ones, the less they are 
able to seek resources to support 
themselves,” Stacy says. “Too often 
they don’t know where to turn and 
don’t have the time to invest in 
themselves.”

When her gerontology class held 
an interdisciplinary health fair last 
spring, Stacy developed a station on 
caregiving education with Amy Ye-

rkes, a University of Georgia social 
work graduate student. That experi-
ence encouraged her to broaden her 
role in educating family caregivers. 

Stacy found the American Red 
Cross Family Caregiving Program, a 
national education program that was 
not available in northeast Georgia. 
The program covers topics including 
home safety, nutrition, medication, 
legal and ethical issues, ambulation 
and hygiene. She and Amy decided 
to spearhead the program locally as 
an intercollegiate independent study 
project.

“Stacy had the insight, ability and 
willingness to take her course work 
to a higher level,” says Dr. Mary El-
len Quinn, associate professor at the 
School of Nursing at Athens, who 
encouraged Stacy to pursue the proj-
ect. “Stacy was willing to take on 
the responsibility for this initiative 
on her own time as an independent 
study, despite being a mother of two 
and a student in a demanding nurs-
ing program.”

The program will debut as a care-
giving workshop in early November 

at the Athens Community Council 
on Aging. In addition, a major part 
of the study is to collaborate with 
the UGA School of Social Work, 
Northeast Georgia Care-Net and 
the Northeast Georgia Area Agency 
on Aging to develop methods of 
sustaining the program into the 
following year in Athens and the 
surrounding 13-county area.

The support Stacy has received 
from the community, her MCG 
professors and UGA has been 
instrumental in her work with the 
program, she says.

“I get so excited when I think 
about what we may be able to ac-
complish with this program,” Stacy 
says. “It’s not the solution for the 
strain on these caregivers, but it 
might be part of the solution. It’s 
clear that the caregivers are the real 
experts here, not me.” 

The Rosalynn Carter Institute 
was established in 1987 to enhance 
Mrs. Carter’s commitment to human 
development and mental health.

Nursing student receives 
Stepanek Scholarship

Stacy Creighton
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at the Malmö University Centre for 
Oral Health Sciences in Sweden.

He researches craniofacial tissue 
engineering, oral implants, bone 
biomaterials and devices and peri-
odontal wound-healing, regenera-
tion and therapy.

Dr. Wikesjö chairs the school’s 
Nobel Biocare Research Subcommit-
tee and serves on the Nobel Biocare 
Center of Excellence Operations 

Committee, MCG Institutional 
Animal Care and Use Committee 
and the school’s Research Advisory 
Committee.

Dr. Wikesjö is a diplomate of the 
American Board of Periodontology. 
He serves on the editorial boards 
of the Journal of Periodontology, 
Journal of Clinical Periodontology 
and Clinical Implant Dentistry and 
Related Research.

newsmakers...from page 11

Obituaries

The MCG community extends 
condolences to the friends and 
family of:

Emily F. Tutt, 73, a retired 
transporter in Ambulatory Care, 
who died Oct. 3. She was with 
MCG from 1975-98.
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COIN SHOW
Cash For Coins!
Free Appraisals!

November 13th & 14th

Buying & Selling Gold & Silver
Belair Conference Center
4081 Jimmie Dyess Pkwy

Evans

Presented By
AUGUSTA

COIN
CLUB

For Info Call
706.541.4143
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13 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1.  Arm bone
  5. Abscess contents
  8. Manhandle
  9. Word with body or place
10. Most common roundworm infection
14. Largest internal organs
15. Dessert choice
17. Purchases for an arm lymphedema patient
21. Prefix with puncture or pressure
22. Scala vestibuli’s location
23. Collection of neutrophils
28. Fraternity letters
29. “Oh, now __!”; phrase from one who finally understands
31. Schick test’s focus
35. Answer to the query: “Is gout the most common inflammatory joint disease?”
36. Fleming and McKellen
37. Suffix for cream or stitch
38. Bullring cries

DOWN
  1. Actress Thurman
  2. Article south of the border
  3. __ pulposus; jellylike spinal disc substance
  4. Jai __
  5. No longer popular
  6. Prefix with cellular or lobular
  7. Respiratory or circulatory: abbr.
11. Winnebagos and Fleetwoods, for short
12. Ending for Dan or Nathan
13. Common verb
15. __ smear
16. Hosp. section for the critically ill
18. __ ramus; one of two branches of a spinal nerve
19. Contents of the Seine?
20. Yrbk. section
24. Inebriated
25. Word of disgust
26. Permit
27. Africa’s second-most populous nation: abbr.
30. “...__. And on that farm there was a pig...”
31. Angiogram injection
32. Suffix with blood or oil
33. Ending for Paul or Joseph
34. Beast of burden

beeper 
R133805•080509
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Interim MCG 
President 
James 
Thompson 
rolls up his 
sleeve to 
receive a flu 
shot from 
Frances Toole. 
Flu shots are 
available at 
Occupational 
Health 
Services on 
Pope Avenue 
from 7 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Shots 
are $12 and 
FluMist is $22. 
Walk-ins are 
welcome.

Campus Beat Taking one for the team
Periodic reports of crime-related news on campus are posted in compli-

ance with federal, state and local laws to maximize campus safety and 
awareness. To report crimes, suspicious activity or information regard-
ing reported incident(s), call the MCG Public Safety Department at ext. 
1-2911 or 2911 from a cellular phone.

Entering automobiles
On Oct. 6, the right rear passenger window of a gray 1998 Oldsmo-

bile Regency parked in MCGHealth Parking Lot 55 next to Kroger was 
broken out. Nothing was taken. 

On Oct. 9, two vehicles parked in MCGHealth lots were broken into. 
A music player was taken and the driver’s window broken on a car in 
Lot 30 next to the MCGHealth IT Department. The second vehicle, in 
Deck 21 adjacent to the Ambulatory Care Center, was found with the 
engine running and the steering column damaged. A wrist watch had 
been taken from the glove compartment.

Subscribe
to

Need To 
Know Daily 

Digest
my.mcg.edu
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15 Classifieds

To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Congratulations!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Beverly Nickles found his name hidden in the 
Wright Real Estate ad on page 6 of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cate 
to Amici Italian Cafe & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 

Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Credit Union!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 

in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 
before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 

FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 
MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 

which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

ROYAL PALMS LUXURY APARTMENTS
1251  West Ave., North Augusta

2 bedroom 1bath
Minutes from MCG

$695mo
803-341-9131

Beautiful ground floor, 2br, 2ba Villa in Hilton
Head Island, SC. Fully renovated, WiFi, 50 inch
TV, 2 pools, tennis, racquetball, hot tub, three

blocks from beach. Through December
$250/three night weekend, $450 week. 

706-830-6641 or 
email  hiltonheadretreat@gmail.com

3br/2 full bath, 2415 Seminole Rd, Vineland Sub-
division, minutes to MCG, walk to the National,
updated home,  brick exterior,  hardwood floors,
alarm  system,  carport,  screened-in-porch,  new
roof, ('06), HAVC &  duct work ('03), quiet neigh-
borhood,  refrigerator,  washer   &dryer  remain.
$146,900 OBO Call 706-830-8884

2 to 5 Bedrooms, All Areas
Long and Short Term
McBride Realty, Inc.

706-868-1005
www.mcbriderealty.us

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

510 Apartments
For Rent 

520
Condominiums
For Rent 

535 Houses
For Rent

535 Houses
For Rent

520
Condominiums
For Rent 

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

510 Apartments
For Rent 

   For rent: Sugar Moun-
tain NC 3BR w/ queen
beds plus bonus w/ 2
double beds. 3.5BA.

Beautiful view.
$200/night or $1200/wk.

Call 706-339-6705

MATTRESS QUEEN size
pillow top and founda-

tion, new in plastic, valid
warranty, can deliver.
$150  706-733-5339

BRAND NEW king size
mattress set, pillow top
comfort, in factory plas-

tic, only $230. 
706-736-3811

Kid's bedroom  set-com-
plete, fits full/queen, new
and still boxed, prices to
go! $375. 706-737-6331

Chiropractic mattress
set, FULL SIZE,  major

brand, never  used. 
Delivery??? $125. 

706-736-3811

Brand New Black bed-
room suite, fully assem-

bled, still boxed, can 
deliver, $424. 
706-737-6331

445 Furniture

580 Resort
Property

Beverly Nickles found her name hidden in the 
Wright Real Estate ad on page 6 of our last issue.
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Send photos and stories about your pets to Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette
Lola is a sweet 6-year-old miniature 

poodle that was rescued from a back-
yard breeder by Cullen’s Archangel 
RescuE, Inc., a non-profit animal res-
cue group, and subsequently adopted 
by Christine Adams in the Office of 
Institutional Audit and Compliance. 
Extremely shy, matted to the skin 
and emaciated a couple of months 
ago, Lola is now nearly 10 pounds 
and gaining in health. But she has 
another hurdle to overcome: Christine 
discovered shortly after adoption that 
Lola is going blind. She’s scheduled 
for cataract surgery in December, and 
a fund has been set up to help defray 
the cost. If you would like to contrib-
ute, visit www.caretoadopt.org/info/
donate or send a check to: CARE, P.O. 
Box 90060, Columbia, S.C., 29290 
with a notation to direct funds toward 
Lola’s surgery.

“She’s turned out to be a loving 
and adorable little dog despite her sad 
beginning,” says Christine.

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus

16
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630 Edgefield Road • North Augusta • 803.819.9767
Machell Mims • Broker-In-Charge • Licensed in GA & SC

Right Home! Right Price! Wright Agent!
www.wright-realestateagency.com • wrightrealestate@bellsouth.net

R136642•BP102809

Grovetown! Ready To Move In!
All appliances included!

Seller will pay up to $4,000 towards closing.
Call Cinthya at 803-646-9564.

North Augusta! 
3BR, 2BA, close to schools and shopping. 

Seller will pay up to 3% for closing.
Call Cinthya at 803-646-9564.

Great For Investor or First-Time Buyer!
Seller will pay up to $2,000 towards closing.

3BR,1BA.  Apt. in rear - 1BR/1BA
Call Cinthya 803-646-9564.

LOTS OF 
LOTS!

Move-In Condition! 
Spacious 4 BR, 3BA home on 5 acres 
in Graniteville, SC for only $149,900. 
Call Carolyn today at 803-634-4000. 

Two Master Bedrooms!
4BR, 3BA in Move-In Condition in N. Augusta. 

Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

Calling all Investors!
3BR, 2BA in Beech Island

Only $48,900.
Call Carolyn at 803-634-4000.

Quiet Country Living!
4BR, 2BA for only $89,900!

Call Carolyn at 803-634-4000.

ONLY $149,900!

Personal Residence 
or Investment MAKE AN OFFER!

New homes built by MLTO Construction 
$95,000 & up! Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

New Listing Taylor Pond Rd.
Lots 37 & 39

Each sold as a package deal seller/builder 
to build home on lot. Call for details!
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