
U. S. Postage
PAID

Permit No. 210
Augusta, GA

Non-Profit Org.
Division of Strategic Support
Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, Georgia 30912

beeper

beeper
Vol 19   No 23   Wednesday, November 11, 2009News and Information for the MCG Community

Welcome • 6
Recipe Contest • 6

Learning Curve • 12
Newsmakers • 14

Buzzles • 17
Pet Gazette • 18

MCG is a tobacco-free campus

P
hi

l J
on

es
 p

ho
to

by Jennifer Hilliard

MCG has been named one of the 
top 15 places in the United States to 
work in academia by The Scientist. 

MCG, one of two Georgia schools 
that made the list, is ranked 14th. 
Emory University in Atlanta is 
ranked fifth. The complete list is 
published in the November issue of 
the magazine.

Results were compiled from 
surveys sent to 2,355 scientists who 
work in academic, hospital, govern-
ment and research organizations 
across the country. Respondents 
were asked to assess their work 

environments based on criteria such 
as infrastructure, research resources, 
teaching and mentoring programs. 

Overall, respondents focused 
most on collaboration, team build-
ing and unique funding opportuni-
ties as important work environment 
factors.

“This ranking is a positive and 
honest appraisal by those who work 
here of the exponential growth and 
enhancement of the MCG research 
environment,” said Dr. D. Douglas 
Miller, senior vice president for 
health affairs and dean of the School 

by Paula Hinely

Generating grants, contracts 
and clinic income has allowed the 
School of Dentistry to grow despite 
state budget cuts, Dean Connie 
Drisko said Oct. 28 during her an-
nual State of the School Address.

Cuts were offset through fur-
loughs, clinic income and eliminat-
ing vacant staff and faculty posi-
tions. “We’ve had no layoffs, and 
the bottom line is that by taking 

furloughs, everyone has contributed 
to saving jobs this year,” Dr. Drisko 
said. 

”We’ve done a pretty good job 
of moving in the right direction to 
become more independently funded 
and not so heavily dependent on 
the state,” she added. State funding 
accounts for 52.5 percent of the 
school’s budget – just 2.5 percent 
above the dean’s goal and about 14 

School of Nursing Dean Lucy Marion (right) dons a clown costume while handing out toys during 
the third annual Non-Food Halloween Festival Oct. 30. The event is for children with medically 
restricted diets, including those with severe food allergies, diabetes and gastrointestinal 
disorders. “Many children cannot enjoy the food and candy we all associate with Halloween,” 
said Katy Slagle, pediatric nurse practitioner and instructor in the Department of Biobehavioral 
Nursing. “We want to offer these kids a fun and safe alternative to neighborhood trick-or-treating 
and other festivals.”

MCG named 
among top 15 
places to work

Who wants a treat?

School of Dentistry 
exceeding goals, 
dean says

See Goals, page 6

See Top 15, page 5
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to report changes in Benefits status.
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Direct advertising inquiries to:

Dee Taylor, Sales Manager
AIKEN COMMUNICATIONS
P.O. Box 456, Aiken, SC 29802
1-800-559-2311 ext. 2371 

or  803-644-2371
dtaylor@aikenstandard.com

DEADLINES
for  Nov. 25 issue - Nov. 18 at noon

for  Dec. 9 issue - Dec. 2 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.
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Wellness Center
During November receive a free fitness 

assessment with the purchase of any pay-
roll, flex or 12-month membership package.

Contact: Susannah Spears, ext. 1-5042 or 
suspears@mcg.edu               

Tuition assistance
The deadline to submit applications for 

the Tuition Assistance Program is Monday, 
Nov. 16 at 5 p.m. TAP waives the cost of 
up to eight hours of tuition and certain fees 
per semester and is available to full-time 
MCG employees who have successfully 
completed six months of employment in a 
benefits-eligible position. 

For more information: Wanda O’Brien 
ext. 1-4054 or wobrien@mcg.edu        

Pediatric conference
The 23rd Annual Shriners Frank H. 

Stelling Pediatric Orthopaedic Conference 
will be held Nov. 20-21 in the Children’s 
Medical Center Conference Room 1800. Dr. 
James H. Beaty, chief of staff and professor 
of orthopedics at the University of Tennes-
see Campbell Clinic, will lecture.

For more information: Dorothy Harmon, 
ext. 1-1633 or dharmon@mcg.edu     

Gift drive
The Healthy Grandparents Program is 

collecting gifts for children in the program 
through Monday, Nov. 23 for its Dec. 8 
Christmas party with Santa. Donations or 
gifts for a specific child are accepted.

For more information: Mike Patton, 
mpatton@mcg.edu

Campus closings
The campus will close Thursday and Fri-

day, Nov. 26-27 in observance of Thanks-
giving. The Human Resources Division and 
MCG Printing & Copying Services also will 
be closed Wednesday, Nov. 25. The Well-
ness Center will close at 8 p.m. Nov. 25 
through Sunday, Nov. 29.

Poinsettia sale
The MCG Sertoma Club is selling large 

red poinsettias for $17 each, delivered  
Dec. 1. Proceeds benefit local community 
needs.

Contact: Patti Levins, ect. 1-6718

Medical educators
The MCG School of Medicine Academy 

of Medical Educators is accepting applica-
tions through Dec. 1. Academy members 
strive to improve medical education, share 
strategies and demonstrate outstanding 
contributions to medical education through 
teaching, innovation and/or educational 
scholarship.

For more information: www.mcg.edu/
som/ames/index.html           

Veterans’ collection
The MCG Ambassadors are collecting 

items to give to residents of the Georgia 
War Veterans Nursing Home. Donations 
will be accepted through Friday, Dec. 4 
and distributed during the holidays. Col-
lection boxes are located across campus, 
or items can be dropped off in the Office 
of Academic Admissions, room 170 in the 
Kelly Building. 

For more information: Eric Drake, 
edrake@mcg.edu

Retirees Association
The MCG Retirees Association will host 

a Christmas meeting and luncheon Tues-
day, Dec. 8 at 11:30 a.m. at the Enterprise 
Mill, 1450 Greene St. Guests are welcome. 

For more information: Al Slavens, 
alslavens@comcast.net

Kohl’s Cares
The Children’s Medical Center is 

participating in the Kohl’s Cares for Kids 
program, which donates 83 percent of the 
sale price of select Kohl’s children’s books 
and matching plush toys. Purchases may 
be made online at Kohls.com or at the store 
at 4227 Washington Rd. in Evans.

Interfaith gathering
The MCG Baha’i Student Association 

sponsors interfaith devotional gatherings 
the first and third Sunday of the month at  
8 p.m. in room 108 of Residence IV. 

For more information: Philip Neiheisel, 
706-821-7220 or pneiheisel@mcg.edu

Moms connect
Moms Connection, a support group 

sponsored by Women’s Health to guide 
new mothers through the early stages of 
parenthood, meets every Tuesday from 
1-2 p.m. at 1225 Walton Way, room 1010C. 
Babies are welcome. 

For more information: ext. 1-8283 or 
mcghealth.org

Child care study
Child care providers who care for 

children under 2 are needed to complete 
a questionnaire about their child-care 
routines, including diet. Participants will 
be paid. 

For more information: Jane Mikell, ext. 
1-0084 or jlancaster@mcg.edu      

New moms study
The Georgia Prevention Institute is 

looking for first-time moms in their third 
trimester or with a healthy baby less than 
2 months old to talk about life during their 
baby’s first year. Eligible participants must 
not smoke, take blood pressure medica-
tion or be diabetic and must be able to 
participate in normal activities. Participants 
will be paid.

For more information: Jane Mikell, ext. 
1-0084 or jlancaster@mcg.edu 

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and their 
immediate family free. The sessions may 
cover any personal or work-related area of 
concern and are held at 844 Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the Nov. 25 edition, deadline is Nov. 

18 at noon. For the Dec. 9 edition, deadline 
is Dec. 2 at noon. Send announcements or 
story suggestions to beeper@mcg.edu or 
contact Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at ext. 
1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) or swalls@
mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted to the 
MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing NEEDTO-
KNOW@mcg.edu and the Campus Events 
Calendar at www.calendar.mcg.edu.

Questions about the flu? Visit www.mcg.edu/flu
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by Amy Connell

A new MCG organization serving 
the health care needs of Hispanics 
participated in a free community 
health fair Oct. 24.

SANO (Serving All Health Care 
Needs of Hispanics) is an organiza-
tion for faculty, residents, students 
and staff interesting in planning 
health-related events for the His-
panic community, learning more 
about the culture and brushing up 
on the Spanish language. 

“The sole purpose of SANO is to 
serve, unite and educate Hispanics 
in need,” said Amy Myers, founder 
and second-year dental student. “It’s 
extremely important to reach out to 
this community because they are in 
great need of health care services, 
whether it’s blood pressure checks 
or dental screenings. The word sano 
in Spanish means healthy, so it’s 
fitting.” 

The health fair at Fleming 

Christian Church featured education 
about diabetes, hypertension and 
oral hygiene and dental screenings. 
Students helped check vital signs 
before patients saw volunteer doc-
tors. 

“This is very exciting because we 
have volunteers from various MCG 
schools and programs, including 
nursing, respiratory therapy, dental 
hygiene, medicine, physical therapy 
and more,” Amy said. “My hope is 
that SANO members will be able to 
volunteer their services at least once 
a month.” 

Before dental school, Amy lived 
in Ecuador and taught English to 
Spanish-speaking natives. After 
earning her master’s degree in Span-
ish, she worked as a Spanish medi-
cal interpreter in Atlanta, serving on 
many medical mission trips to Peru 
and Nicaragua.

For more information or to 
become a member of SANO, e-mail 
Amy at amaliamyers@gmail.com.

Health fair serves Hispanics

Amy Myers

Open enrollment training
Employees can now make benefits changes through 

SoftServ. Human Resources will offer hands-on training 
sessions:

•	Thursday,	Nov.	12,	11	a.m.-1	p.m.,	Greenblatt	Library
•	Tuesday,	Nov.	17,	11:30	a.m.-1	p.m.,	HR	Training
	 Room	1151	
•	Thursday,	Nov.	19,	11:30	a.m.-1	p.m.,	HR	Training
	 Room	1151	
•	 Friday,	Nov.	20,	1-4:30	p.m.,	HR	Training	Room	1151	

Changes	must	be	submitted	online	by	7	p.m.	Friday,	
Nov.	20.

For more information, call the Benefits/Data Manage-
ment	staff	at	1-3770.
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If anyone exemplifies the mean-
ing of the SWELL Award, it’s Toni 
Smith, says Dr. Greg Harshfield, 
director of the Georgia Prevention 
Institute.

“Toni is exceptional at a job 
which requires her to manage the 
constantly changing needs and 
activities of a clinical research unit 
with over 70 faculty and staff,” says 
Dr. Harshfield of the GPI’s business 
manager. “This includes everything 
from how to buy a bus to reimburs-
ing study subjects for their time. 
When you can’t figure out how to 
do something, you go to Toni. When 
you need to prepare a budget for a 
new grant, you go to Toni. When 
you need to hire someone, Toni 
takes care of it. If you come to me 
with a problem, I send you to Toni 
because I know she has the answer 
and will always give you good 
advice. 

“The really special part of Toni, 
however, is the way she cares for 
the people she works with and her 
sense of fair play. She always thinks 
of others first and herself second. 
Some of us refer to her as the guard-

ian angel of the GPI.”
“I feel like the privileged one 

here,” says Toni. “It’s fun to work 
at GPI. It’s a family; we work as a 
team. We’re like a melting pot, and 
it’s really exciting to learn about 
people.”

Toni started her MCG career as an 
administrative specialist in pediat-
rics in 1995. She’s been with the GPI 
for five years.

Outside MCG, Toni participates 
in the Angel Food Ministry with 
Abilene Baptist Church and the 
Make a Wish Foundation. She and 
her husband have two teenage sons.

The SWELL Award spotlights 
outstanding achievement Saluting 
the Work, Excellence, Leadership 
and Lives of MCG staff, students and 
faculty who make a difference on 
and off campus.

To nominate someone for the 
SWELL Award, send a brief descrip-
tion of the nominee to Sharron 
Walls at swalls@mcg.edu of FI-1042 
(campus mail). Please include the 
nominee’s telephone number.

Toni Smith is SWELL
Toni Smith

Subscribe to Need To Know Daily Digest
my.mcg.edu
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top 15...from page 1

of Medicine. “We’ve worked hard 
to promote substantial growth by 
making focused investments in the 
research enterprise over the past 
two years.”

Dr. Frank Treiber, vice president 
for research development said those 
investments continue to grow.  “We 
have always made it a priority to 
offer researchers superior lab space 
and equipment, funding opportuni-
ties that they might not find else-
where and opportunities to collabo-
rate on multidisciplinary research 
teams,” he said. “The creation last 
year of the MCG Discovery Institutes 
will further foster and strengthen 
multidisciplinary research at MCG.”

Funding opportunities with 
groups such as the Georgia Research 
Alliance, which brings together 
business, research universities and 
state government to fund innovative 
university research, also contribute 
to a healthy research environment, 
he says. 

MCG generated more than $83 
million in total research awards in 
fiscal year 2009 – $60 million of 
which was from federal funding. 
Among like institutions nationwide, 
MCG was ranked second in terms 
of research dollars received per 
scientist in 2006. The institution’s 
research funding has increased 33 
percent since 2004, during a period 
of stagnant federal research budget 
allocations, Dr. Treiber said.

Institutions on the list are:

1. Princeton University, N.J.
2. University of California, San Francisco 
3. Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, N.Y.
4. University of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City
5. Emory University, Atlanta
6. J. David Gladstone Institutes, San Francisco
7. St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, Tenn.
8. Institute for Systems Biology, Seattle
9. The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, Ardmore, Okla.
10. Mayo Clinic, Rochester, N.Y.
11. Trudeau Institute, Saranac Lake, N.Y.
12. University of Pittsburgh
13. Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Seattle
14. Medical College of Georgia, Augusta
15. Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New York

Questions 
about the flu? 

Visit
www.mcg.

edu/flu
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goals...from page 1

percent less than six years ago.
Nearly every other financial goal 

outlined in the school’s 2004-09 
strategic plan has been exceeded, 
the dean said.

Extramural funding has in-
creased 128 percent since 2003. This 
includes significant growth – from 
$2.5 million to $6.1 million – in 
instructional and public service 
contracts, which support outreach 
programs and clinical training 
statewide. 

Clinic income has increased 
drastically; the faculty practice 
alone has nearly doubled its income 
since 2003. “At a time of economic 
downturn, the public has come back 
to the dental school for their treat-
ment and we’ve actually been able 
to grow our clinical programs,” Dr. 
Drisko said. “We’re busier than ever 
in the faculty practice and residency 
program.” 

Income from the faculty practice 
supports predoctoral and residency 
programs – a significant faculty 
contribution, she noted.

Charitable contributions include 
$4.8 million in gifts and pledges, 
including a $3 million pledge  from 
the Woodruff Foundation, far 
surpassing the $2 million goal. Dr. 
Drisko also noted an increase in 
gifts from alumni.

Income from the school’s highly 
respected continuing education pro-
gram has increased from $137,000 
in 2004 to $719,000 last fiscal year.

Dental faculty submitted six 
patent applications this year, and 
Dr. Drisko anticipates increases in 
research funding.  

The school’s intangible goals also 
have been surpassed.

“We have refocused our admis-
sions to make sure the proper work-
force is trained to serve the residents 
of Georgia,” Dr. Drisko said. In 
six years, the number of students 
from Georgia’s health care shortage 
areas has increased from 10 to 41.5 
percent. Many of those students are 
expected to return to those under-

served areas to practice. Student 
diversity has also increased to 
better reflect the state’s population. 
Eight percent of the student body is 
African-American and six percent is 
Hispanic or Native American.

Student research also is grow-
ing. In 2003, only two students 
were involved in research; now 30 
students are mentored by 15 faculty 
members.

”I can’t be any prouder of our 
students,” Dr. Drisko said, adding 
that students are taking leadership 
roles locally and nationally. Four of 
the five MCG Student Government 

Association officers are dental stu-
dents, and two dental students hold 
national offices with the American 
Student Dental Association.

“Every person here has contrib-
uted to our school’s excellence,” Dr. 
Drisko said. “Today we’ve celebrat-
ed the past, and we’ll keep grow-
ing and excelling in our future. We 
have an unbelievable opportunity in 
this new school, not only through 
increasing the size of our student 
body and faculty, but also in making 
pretty significant changes in our cur-
riculum, including more infusion of 
technology.”
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Dean Connie Drisko

School of Medicine
 Denise N. Gamble
 Fengying Huang
 Henrique De Paula Lemos
 Meng Li

Environmental
Services
 Queen Prescott Settles
 

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare
 Charlotte P. Austin
 Michaela N. Doyle
 Sabrina Machelle Harris
 Andrea Deloris Johnson
 Stephanie Danyelle Melton
 Keisha Janea Sessoms

Georgia War Veterans 
Nursing Home
 Daniel Stephen Fain
 Crystal Lanora Smith
 Brenda Marie Williams

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

STAFF

6

Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Linda Hill

Pumpkin Chocolate Chip Cookies

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R137100•BP111109

1 cup canned pumpkin
1 cup white sugar

1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 egg

2 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder

2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon milk

1 tablespoon vanilla extract
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips

1/2 cup chopped walnuts (optional)

1. Combine pumpkin, sugar, vegetable oil and egg. In a separate bowl, stir 
together flour, baking powder, ground cinnamon and salt. Dissolve the baking 

soda with the milk and stir in. Add flour mixture to pumpkin mixture and mix well. 
2. Add vanilla, chocolate chips and nuts.

3.  Drop by spoonful on greased cookie sheet and bake at 350 degrees for 
approximately 10 minutes or until lightly brown and firm.

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492

Ingredients

Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R110214•BP081607
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Dr. Scott deRossi (right), chair of the Department of Oral Health 
and Diagnostic Sciences, brings up the rear at a tricycle race and 
School of Dentistry Associate Dean Darrell Gentry (above) gets 
pied during the school’s Dental Derby Day Oct. 22, which raised 
$2,374 for the State Charitable Contributions Program. Below, 
Associate Dean Carole Hanes is ready for the race to begin.

Fun for a cause
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The MCG community enjoyed a Howling Halloween Tuesday Noon Per-
forming Live concert Oct. 27. The next show will be a holiday concert Tues-
day, Dec. 8 at noon in the Lee Auditorium. It’s free and open to everyone.

Live!

Dr. Chris Sheils from the School of Medicine (left) and Sharon 
Chestnut from the School of Allied Health Sciences

Adam James (left) and Matt Gregory, physical therapy students, 
Class of 2011

Bill Bowes, senior vice president for finance and administration

The MCG Chorus

A rousing round of applause.
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by Sharron Walls

The MCG Arts Council, a fixture 
on campus since 2000, is expanding 
its membership levels to enhance 
the organization and ensure finan-
cial stability.

“Whether you have a talent 
or not, as a member of the Arts 
Council, your life is enriched on a 
different level,” says Renee Shar-
rock, the council’s vice president. 
“The council creates cohesion for 
students, faculty and staff and an 
opportunity to show a different side 
of themselves.”

Perhaps known primarily for 
its Tuesday Noon Performing Live 
concerts in the Lee Auditorium, the 
council oversees several arts activi-
ties to promote a healing environ-
ment. It sponsors exhibits at MCG 
hospitals and clinics, the Greenblatt 
Library, the Student Center and 
Twin Gables, the president’s home. 
The MCG Chorus performs on cam-
pus and throughout the community. 
The Healing Arts Program brings 
art into the hospital for patients and 
visitors. A partnership with David-

son Fine Arts High School provides 
original artwork for the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit. The council 
consults with university administra-
tion on acquiring works of fine art, 
which it curates.

“Art is all part of the healing envi-
ronment, not just for patients but for 
the MCG community.” Ms. Shar-
rock says. “We draw people closer 
together with music, visual arts and 
performances. Everyone can partici-
pate, either as an artist or supporter 
or part of the audience.”

The new membership levels 
include general memberships open 
to all, affiliated partners, non-profit 
organizations and corporate mem-
berships. Dues start at $5 for stu-
dents and their spouses. Corporate 
membership rates are $100. 

Members support Arts Council 
activities and programs and receive 
invitations to council events, dis-
counted tickets, access to the coun-
cil’s Web site, links on its online 
calendar, a newsletter and display of 
company logos on programs.

For more information, visit mcg.
edu/artscouncil/. 

Arts Council expands 
membership
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Racers take off in front of the School of Dentistry Oct. 24 in the second annual Give a Smile 
5K Run/Walk. Seventy participants raised $2,000 for the student-run foundation, which assists 
MCG dental patients who need help paying a least a portion of their bill. First-place finishers 
were Jacob Melnick, an MCG School of Allied Health Sciences junior, and Bridget Lyons, a 
University of Georgia student.

Running for a smile

9
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Drink Included!
All You Can Eat

$599 Drink Included

Limited Time!

 Lunch Buffet

Pizza, Pasta, Salad Bar, Cinnamon Sticks, Breadsticks & More
Dine-In Only • Monday-Friday • 11:00-1:30

706-724-3302
on 15th Street 

across from the MCG Annex
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Trick or treat!
Employees at the Annex really got into Halloween. 

We know only that these folks landed at the Georgia Prevention Institute.

Linda Turner and Sherry Smith

Angela Moody

Leonard Alfred (from left), Derek Carissimi, Ashley Nix, Lisa Mitchum and Donna Knowles

Lacey Turner (from left), Frances Toole, Lakeisha Stone and Edith Wildy

The Tin Man (Gary Smith), Dorothy (Meghan Hawkes), the Lion (Donna Fields) and the Scarecrow (Sandy Huntington).
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The following courses are offered free to MCG employees through the Division of Human Resources’ training 
and education department. To view class descriptions and register online, visit www.mcg.edu/hr/training. All 
classes are held in room 1151 of the Annex unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact Joel Smith, ext. 
1-0343.

December
Dec. 1 9-11 a.m. Customer Service Series: Module 1  
Dec. 2 9-11 a.m. Customer Service Series: Module 2 
 2-4 p.m. Business Etiquette  
Dec. 3 9-11 a.m. Customer Service Series: Module 3      

 2-4 p.m. Performance Appraisal
Dec. 4 9-noon Establishing Objectives & Reaching Goals 
 1-4 p.m. Timeware Basics
Dec. 7 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
Dec. 8 9-10 a.m. P-Card: Orientation
 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Series: Module 4  
Dec. 9 8:30-10:30 a.m. PeopleSoft: Financials Basic Navigation
 10:30-11:30 a.m. PeopleSoft: Requisition
 11:30-1 p.m. PeopleSoft: Sponsored Project Management
 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Series: Module 5  
Dec. 10 9-noon Five Dysfunctions of a Team
Dec. 15 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card: Renewal/Refresher 
 2-4 p.m. The Power of Nice
Dec. 16 8:30-11:30 a.m. ePAR
 2-3:30 p.m. PeopleSoft: Delivered Reports
Dec. 18 8:30-11:30 a.m. Effective Editing
Dec. 21 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
Dec. 22 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card: Works Payment

Registration guidelines
• Class sizes are limited and filled on a first-come basis.
• Complete and submit one registration form per class. Forms are available at www.mcg.edu/hr/training.
• Register at least one to two weeks prior to the scheduled training date.
• Registration forms received after a class is filled are put on a waiting list. Waiting-list registrants are notified of 

vacancies and moved into the classes as cancellations are received.

Learning Curve

Campus Beat
Periodic reports of crime-related news on campus are posted in compli-

ance with federal, state and local laws to maximize campus safety and 
awareness. To report crimes, suspicious activity or information regard-
ing reported incident(s), call the MCG Public Safety Department at ext. 
1-2911 or 2911 from a cellular phone.

Stolen automobile
On Oct. 27, a burgundy 1991 GMC pickup truck was stolen from 

MCG Parking Lot 28, adjacent to the Physical Plant Shop.

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus

Questions about the flu? 
Visit www.mcg.edu/flu

12

RENOVATIONS 
ADDITIONS

Renovate2Day.com
706-829-3400

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Screen Porches • Kitchens & Baths
Home Makeovers • Garages & Workshops

Room Additions
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COIN SHOW

Cash For Coins!

November 13th & 14th

Gold, Silver, Currency
Jewelry, Collectibles & Supplies

Belair Conference Center
4083 Jimmie Dyess Pkwy

Presented By

AUGUSTA
COIN
CLUB

For Info Call
706.829.5484
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Subscribe to
Need To 

Know Daily 
Digest

my.mcg.edu

The School of Allied Health Sciences celebrated National Allied Health Professions Week Nov. 2-8 
with events including a mayor’s proclamation and a breakfast for allied health students, faculty and 
staff. Allied health students (including nuclear medicine students, above, with Dr. Greg Passmore) 
train for careers in disciplines including physical therapy, dental hygiene and medical illustration. 
Visit www.edu/sah for more information.

Allied health professions lauded
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Got a Pet?
Tell the Pet Gazette

beeper@mcg.edu
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630 Edgefield Road • North Augusta • 803.819.9767
Machell Mims • Broker-In-Charge • Licensed in GA & SC

Right Home! Right Price! Wright Agent!
www.wright-realestateagency.com • wrightrealestate@bellsouth.net

R136690•BP111109

Grovetown! Ready To Move In!
All appliances included!

Seller will pay up to $4,000 towards closing.
Call Cinthya at 803-646-9564.

North Augusta! 
3BR, 2BA, close to schools and shopping. 

Seller will pay up to 3% for closing.
Call Cinthya at 803-646-9564.

Great For Investor or First-Time Buyer!
Seller will pay up to $2,000 towards closing.

3BR,1BA.  Apt. in rear - 1BR/1BA
Call Cinthya 803-646-9564.

LOTS OF LOTS!

Move-In Condition! 
Spacious 4 BR, 3BA home on 5 acres 
in Graniteville, SC for only $149,900. 
Call Carolyn today at 803-634-4000. 

Two Master Bedrooms!
4BR, 3BA in Move-In Condition in N. Augusta. 

Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

Quiet Country Living!
4BR, 2BA for only $89,900!

Call Carolyn at 803-634-4000.

ONLY $149,900!

Personal Residence 
or Investment

New homes built by MLTO Construction $95,000 & up! 
Call Carolyn 803-634-4000.

New Listing Taylor Pond Rd. • Lots 37 & 39
Each sold as a package deal seller/builder 

to build home on lot. Call for details!

La Maison on Telfair

veritas
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Send news of accomplishments 
to Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at 
swalls@mcg.edu.

Dr. Dolen appointed 
to committee

Dr. William K. Dolen, professor 
of pediatrics 
and medicine 
and director of 
MCG’s Allergy-
Immunology 
Fellowship 
Program, has 
been appointed 
to the Accredi-
tation Council 
for Graduate 
Medical Educa-

tion’s Residency Review Committee 
for Allergy and Immunology.

The 10-member committee sets 
accreditation standards for fellow-
ship programs in allergy and immu-
nology and provides peer evaluation 
and accreditation.

Dr. Dolen has been a faculty 
member since 1992. He is former 
president of the American College of 
Allergy, Asthma and Immunology, 
the Southeastern Allergy, Asthma 
and Immunology Society and the 
Allergy, Asthma & Immunology 
Society of Georgia. He has chaired 
various committees of the American 
College of Allergy, Asthma and Im-
munology, and received the college’s 
2001 Distinguished Fellow Award.  
He is a member and former chair of 
the American Academy of Allergy, 
Asthma and Immunology Commit-
tee on Medical Informatics.

Dr. Dolen is a five-time recipient 
of the Southeastern Allergy, Asthma 
and Immunology Society’s Hal M. 
Davison Memorial Award given for 
the best scientific presentation at the 
annual meeting.

Ms. McVicker 
named interim 
president

Sandra I. McVicker, senior vice 
president of pa-
tient care ser-
vices and chief 
nursing officer 
at MCG Health, 
Inc., has been 
named interim 
president and 
chief executive 
officer of the 
hospital.

Ms. McVick-
er succeeds Don Snell, who resigned 
in October.

Ms. McVicker joined MCG Health, 
Inc. in 1997 and assumed her cur-
rent positions in 2004. Previous 
positions included roles at Kennedy 
Memorial Hospital and University 

Medical Center, Stratford, N.J.; 
Jeannes Hospital, Philadelphia; and 
Adena Regional Medical Center, 
Chillicothe, Ohio.

The MCG Health, Inc. Board 
executive committee will review this 
action at its Nov. 25 meeting.

Dr. Smith named 
chair

Dr. Joshua Smith, a third-year 
pediatrics 
resident in the 
School of Medi-
cine, has been 
named chair of 
the American 
Academy of 
Pediatrics’ Sec-
tion on Medical 
Students, 
Residents and 
Fellowship 

Trainees. 
The 10,000-member section 

develops ideas and programs to im-
prove the care of infants, children, 
adolescents and young adults. Dr. 
Smith was elected at the organiza-
tion’s annual national conference in 
October for the yearlong post.

As chair, Dr. Smith oversees the 
section’s annual advocacy project, 

which aims to educate parents and 
the community about health care 
issues. This year’s project, Immu-
neWise, focuses on the myths and 
facts about vaccines and links to 
autism. 

Dr. Smith also updates the 
academy’s Board of Directors on the 
section’s goals and objectives and 
makes recommendations regarding 
policy statements related to pediat-
rics residency training. 

“Our goal is to help medical stu-
dents, residents and fellows become 
better child advocates and leaders in 
pediatrics,” he says. 

Dr. Smith will serve as MCG’s co-
chief pediatrics resident in 2010-11. 
Following residency, he will pursue 
a pediatrics endocrinology fellow-
ship.

Newsmakers MCG is a tobacco-free campus

Obituaries

The MCG community extends 
condolences to the friends and 
family of:

Nora Robinson, 65, a retired 
laundry assistant, who died Oct. 
23. She was with MCG from 
1966-94.
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2358 Washington Rd • Augusta, GA
706-736-4479 • www.turnerskeyboards.com

Turner’s Keyboards
• New & Used Pianos • Digital Keyboards 

R137804•BP111109

“The Turner Family Since 1955”

Beautiful Baby Grand Player Pianos!
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Research Roundup
Gene is target for improved 

memory

Over-expressing a gene that 
briefly prolongs brain cell communi-
cation makes a smarter rat, accord-
ing to researchers at MCG and East 
China Normal University.

Dubbed Hobbie-J after a cartoon 
rat in China, the genetically altered 
rat remembered novel objects, such 
as a new toy, three times longer 
than a strain of rat bred for intelli-
gence. Hobbie-J was much better at 
more complex tasks as well, such as 
remembering how to access a treat.

The report comes about a decade 
after the scientists introduced “Doo-
gie,” a smart mouse genetically al-
tered to over-express the NR2B gene 
in the hippocampus, a learning and 
memory center affected in diseases 
such as Alzheimer’s. Subsequent 
testing showed that Doogie main-
tained superior memory as he aged.

“This adds to the notion that 
NR2B is a universal switch for 
memory formation,” said Dr. Joe Z. 
Tsien, co-director of the MCG Brain 
& Behavior Discovery Institute and 
co-corresponding author of the pa-
per published Oct. 19 in PLoS ONE.

Protein linked to blinding dis-
ease

Blocking a protein that battles 
infection may help thwart a com-
mon cause of vision loss in chronic 
diseases such as diabetes, MCG 
researchers say.

The protein, interleukin-6, 
prompts inflammation—a healthy 
and sometimes lifesaving defense 
against invaders such as bacteria 
and viruses. But the protein’s action 
“is bad in diseases like diabetes be-
cause the inflammation is chronic,” 
said Dr. Wenbo Zhang, a senior 
postdoctoral fellow in the Vascular 
Biology Center.

The key insult in diabetes is ex-
cess glucose, which causes inflam-
mation and unleashes a cascade 
of complications. Dr. Zhang is dis-
secting the relationship of interleu-
kin-6 and one of the complications, 
diabetic retinopathy. He recently 
received a three-year, $270,000 
advanced postdoctoral fellowship 
from the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation International to see if 
blocking this pro-inflammatory pro-
tein can target a new treatment for 
the potentially blinding disease.

Screening indicated for midsec-
tion fat

Excess fat around the midsection 
in childhood may portend cardiovas-
cular disease, MCG reseachers say.

“While general obesity certainly 
has its own set of risks for the heart, 
we now know that all fat is not cre-
ated equal,” said Dr. Reda Bassali, 
associate professor of pediatrics 
in the School of Medicine and co-
author of a study published online 
in the International Journal of Pedi-
atric Obesity.

The study suggests routine waist 
measurements in obese children 
might predict risk factors for car-
diovascular disease, such as higher 
fasting insulin levels, lower levels of 
high density lipo-proteins (“good” 
cholesterol) and higher levels of 
triglycerides.

In Dr. Bassali’s study of 188 
obese children, those with the larg-
est waist circumferences were three 
times more likely than the others 

to have high triglyceride levels and 
nearly four times more likely to have 
lower levels of HDL. They were also 
3.7 times more likely to have high 
fasting insulin levels.

“Children with a waist circumfer-
ence at or above the 90th percentile 
are at a greater risk of developing 
the warning signs of cardiovascu-
lar disease,” Dr. Bassali said. “Our 
results indicate that routine clinical 
measurement of the waist may help 
clinicians identify which obese chil-
dren are at a greater risk.”

Thyroid surgery safe for elderly

Thyroid surgery is safe for older 
patients, say physicians who found 
only slight differences in rates of 
complications and hospital readmis-
sions in a multi-year study.

“We were pleasantly surprised,” 
said Dr. Melanie W. Seybt, an MCG 
endocrine-head and neck surgeon 
and first author of a paper published 
in Archives of Otolaryngology - Head 

and Neck Surgery. “We suspected 
older patients might be admitted to 
the hospital more often, have more 
complications and more cancer.”

But their four-year study of 428 
thyroidectomy patients showed few 
differences between young patients 
and those over age 65.

Findings included a comparable 
rate of outpatient surgery for both 
groups and similar complication 
rates (12.5 percent for older patients 
and 11.1 for younger patients). 
Elderly patients had a slightly higher 
hospital readmission rate—4.5 
percent versus 1.2 percent—but re-
admissions were related to transient 
problems with calcium levels, not 
age.

Dr. Seybt hopes the findings will 
allay concerns about the safety 
of thyroidectomies in the elderly 
population, noting that thorough 
preoperative screening, important 
at any age, likely helped minimize 
adverse reactions in study patients.
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The Office of Technology 
Transfer and Economic 
Development sponsored 
an Inventors’ Luncheon 
Oct. 28. Guests of honor 
were Immunotherapy 
Center Director Andrew 
Mellor and Associate 
Director David Munn (left, 
with School of Medicine 
Dean D. Douglas 
Miller). Drs. Mellor 
and Munn discovered 
how indoleamine 2,3 
dioxygenase (IDO) 
suppresses immune 
responses, which led 
to novel therapies for 
cancer.

Inventive lunch
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17 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1. Facial twitch
  4. Battery size
  7. Nuclear medicine imaging technique, for short
10. But: Lat.
11. Sermon topic
12. Batter’s stat.
13. Hormone replacement therapy drug
15. Stomach muscles, familiarly
16. Change (as cartilage) into bone 
18. IRA, for one
21. Narrow water passages
24. __ insufficiency; cause of many cases of urinary incontinence
26. Bratislava resident
27. Notice
28. “__ your heart be troubled...” (John 14:1)
30. Corn location
32. Drug given to treat hepatitis B
36. Make a misdiagnosis, for example
37. “__ was saying...”
38. Answer to the query: “Is Adderall prescribed for ADHD?”
39. Flat __ pancake
40. W’s companions on a vane
41. Second-largest bird

DOWN
  1. 1/3 of a tbsp.
  2. Suffix for wind or sand
  3. AB followers
  4. Poisonous reptiles
  5. Reason to prescribe scopolamine
  6. Consecrate with oil
  7. “Hail Mary” and others
  8. Recede
  9. “...__ the season to be jolly...”
14. Incentive
17. Saline laxative enemas
18. Pompous fool
19. Radar O’Reilly or Maxwell Klinger: abbr.
20. Infectious gastroenteritis
22. Spinal __; lumbar puncture
23. Underhanded
25. Patriot Hale
29. Mayberry resident
30. Brewed beverage
31. Surgeons’ places, for short
33. Where hyperopia occurs
34. Sleep stage
35. School in Tempe, familiarly

beeper 
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Send photos and stories about your pets to Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette
The Employee Advisory Council is your voice and we need to hear 

from you! 
We know you have ideas to improve employee campus life. 
The EAC is your way to share ideas, suggestions and concerns with 

MCG administration. Use this form, e-mail your representative or 
send a comment to www.mcg.edu/EAC/. 
 
My idea, suggestion or concern is: 
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Intercampus mail to HS 1138, Attn: EAC
 

Once per quarter, we’ll randomly select a submission and reward the 
winner with a gift certificate to Mocha Mahn.

EAC Suggestion Box

It was a happy Halloween for Marty Thomas and his 3-year-old Chihuahua, Diego. “He’s 
very spoiled,” says Marty, who works in patient accounting. “This picture was taken as we 
returned home from getting groomed.”

It’s Your Call.
Compliance Hotline
1-800-576-6623

18
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Dentist Office 
For Lease

This office is currently leased to 
a dentist and will be available 
January 2010. The building is 

located at 1008 Druid Park Avenue 
near downtown Augusta 
and the medical centers.

For more information, 
call Arthur Bremer at 

(803) 645-7658.
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19 Classifieds

To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Congratulations!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Lee Little found his name hidden in the 
Shen Yun ad on page 6 of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cate 
to Amici Italian Cafe & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 

Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Credit Union!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 

in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 
before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 

FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 
MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 

which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

ROYAL PALMS LUXURY APARTMENTS
1251  West Ave., North Augusta

2 bedroom 1bath
Minutes from MCG

$695mo
803-341-9131

510 Apartments
For Rent 510 Apartments

For Rent 

   For rent: Sugar Moun-
tain NC 3BR w/ queen
beds plus bonus w/ 2
double beds. 3.5BA.

Beautiful view.
$200/night or $1200/wk.

Call 706-339-6705

$240 King Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set – NEW – No

flip style. In plastic. Can
deliver. 706-736-3811

Queen Cherry Bedroom
$575. Complete with new

mattress set. New in
boxes. Can deliver. 

706-737-6331

$140 All New Queen Pil-
lowtop Mattress and
foundation. In plastic

w/wrnty. 706-733-5339.
Can deliver for a small

fee.

BRAND NAME  full mat-
tress set $120. Twin size
$100. NEW!! Not refurbs!

706-736-3811

Contemporary Black
Queen Bedroom Set.

New-Boxed. Can deliver
$389 

706-737-6331

580 Resort
Property

445 Furniture

To 
advertise

 in the 
Beeper

Classifieds
Call 

Richardene 
at 

803-279-2793

Lee Little found her name hidden in the
Shen Yun ad on page 6 of our last issue.
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TheRiver House
Restaurant

North Augusta’s Neighborhood Restaurant

Traditional
American

Authentic
Thai

Formerly B.C. Davenport’s

10% Senior Discount

BRING ANY COUPON!!
WE WILL GIVE 10% DISCOUNT

ON YOUR TOTAL BILL.

Monday – Saturday
Lunch 11:00 am – 3:00pm • Dinner 5:00 - 9:30pm

Sunday – Lunch Only!

301 Georgia Ave.  (803) 278-1858

Book Your

Holiday Parties

DailyLunch Specials

PRIVATE PARTIES EXCLUDED

R136646•BP111109
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