
by Kim Miller

Dr. Jennifer Tucker, assistant 
professor of emergency medicine, 
proved her worth as a pediatrician 
when she won the fourth annual 
Raft Debate April 13.

“What scares the younger ones 
is the white coat, which I’ve worn 
twice, including today,” Dr. Tucker 
said when a student asked her 
if patients scream and cry when  
they see her. “When you have a 
frog on your stethoscope, they 
aren’t as afraid.”

The Raft Debate, sponsored by 
the School of Medicine Alumni 
Association, teaches sophomore 
and junior medical students 
about the pros and cons of 
different medical fields.

A hypothetical scenario sets 
the stage: A sinking ship with 
an internist, pediatrician and 

surgeon on board has a life raft 
that will hold only one person. 
Contestants are faculty members 
who defend their specialties, 
hoping to be convincing enough to 
be the lone inhabitant of the raft.

This year’s participants were 
Dr. Tucker as a pediatrician, Dr. 
Walter Moore, associate dean for 
Graduate Medical Education, as an 
internist, and Dr. Edward Kruse, 
assistant professor of surgery, as a 
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VT shooting prompts look at MCG safety 
by Sharron Walls

Thirty-two people were 
killed on an American college 
campus April 16 by a single 
gunman. It is a tragedy 
that could have happened 
anywhere.  Is MCG prepared?

Yes, says Director of Public 
Safety and Chief of Police Bill 
McBride. “We train every six 
months. We role-play hostage-
taking situations, domestic 
violence in dorms, school 
shootings in classrooms, every 
contingency – we practice 
right here on campus. We’ve 
also begun to train with             
other agencies.”

Public Safety, the first 
responder to any campus crisis, 
is a fully accredited police 
force whose rapid-response plan to 
emergencies has been tested before 
and worked flawlessly. “It was 
textbook,” said Chief McBride.

In 1996, David Hill killed three 

employees at the Department of 
Social Services in North Augusta, 
S.C. Within minutes of word that 
his next stop was the MCG Medical 
Center, the entire campus was locked 

down, with police officers at every 
hospital entrance.

In 2005, when a prisoner escaped 
custody on the eighth floor of 
the hospital and made his way 

downstairs to the Harper 
Street entrance, MCG 
officers were already 
there; when he refused 
to surrender and pointed 
a gun at an officer, the 
escapee was shot and 
killed without harm       
to bystanders.

In addition to routine 
training, MCG’s 32 
sworn police officers 
will cross-train with 
Richmond County SWAT 
teams in May. Also, 
former FBI Agent William 
McArdle recently joined 
Public Safety as MCG’s 
emergency management 
program coordinator, 
a new position. An 

automated calling system is in 
the works as well.

In a situation such as the 
one that occurred at Virginia 
Tech, communication is key. The 
department’s policy is to notify all 

members of the campus and hospital 
community immediately by way of 
e-mail, telephone and building visits 
by officers as affected areas are being 
secured. Off-duty officers would be 
recalled to campus.

A safe, secure campus 
environment is Public Safety’s 
paramount priority. “I’m just as 
concerned for our safety today as I 
was the day before the Virginia Tech 
shootings,” said Chief McBride.

The number-one security 
measure, according to Chief 
McBride, is staff and student 
vigilance. Wearing IDs, being alert 
to our surroundings, reporting 
suspicious activity – these are the 
everyday actions that lead to a safe 
environment for all.

“We believe in a team approach,” 
said Chief McBride. “The more 
our staff, students and faculty are 
involved, the better we like it. 
Campus safety is that much more 
heightened with 5,000 pairs of eyes 
looking out for each other.”

Raft Debate educates and entertains medical students

see Raft Debate page  6
Dr. Kruse Dr. Tucker Dr. Moore

And the survivor is...

MCG police officers in training
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Briefs... Need to Know news, events and more

Golf tournament
The School of Allied Health 

Sciences Department of Respiratory 
Therapy invites golfers to 
participate in the inaugural Art 
Hardy Memorial Golf Tournament 
tomorrow, April 27, in memory of 
Art Hardy, a respiratory therapist 
who lost his life in a plane crash 
while transporting a critically ill 
baby to MCG. All proceeds support 
scholarships for MCG respiratory 
therapy students.

Contact: Arthur Taft, ext. 1-3554, 
ataft@mcg.edu

Cystic Fibrosis walk
The Cystic Fibrosis Center is 

seeking team leaders and walkers to 
take steps to find a cure Saturday, 
April 28 at the Savannah Rapids 
Pavilion. Registration begins at   
8:30 a.m. and the walk starts at  
9:30 a.m.

Contacts: Kathy Rhodes, ext. 1-2635; 
Kayla Woehler, ext. 1-2566

Fine Arts Exhibition
The inaugural MCG Fine Arts 

Exhibition is on display on the 
second floor of the Student Center 
and the first floor of the Greenblatt 
Library. Art work from faculty, staff 
and students is featured. A closing 
reception and awards ceremony 
will take place Monday, April 30 at         
5 p.m. in the Student Center.

Asthma puppet 
show

The Kids on the Block puppets 
will present “The Karate Kid,” the 
story of a young karate student 
with asthma, Tuesday, May 1 at 
2:30 p.m. in the fifth-floor lobby 
of the Children’s Medical Center 
in recognition of World Asthma 
Day. Handouts on asthma will              
be available.

For more information: Vickie 
Redd, ext. 1-4919

Posture study
A student and faculty research 

group in the Department of 
Occupational Therapy is studying 
posture at the workstation. Full-time 
employees age 20-65 who spend 
at least half their workday at a 
computer may participate; they will 
take a written survey and have their 
posture assessed.

For more information: Mary 
Fuller, ext. 1-3641

Wee Wisdom
Wee Wisdom is a series of free 

parenting programs for caregivers 
of children age 5 and younger held 
every Wednesday from noon to 1 
p.m. in the CMC Family Resource 
Library. On May 2, Valerie Chapman 
with Occupational Therapy Services 

will discuss attention deficit 
disorders, pervasive developmental 
disorders and autism. Deana Hirata, 
inclusion coordinator with Child 
Care and Coordinating and Referral 
Service of East Georgia, will discuss 
language for children with special 
needs May 9.

Contact: Ashley Hodge,            
ext. 1-6838

Run for Safe Kids
MCG’s Voice for Kids Health and 

the Augusta Striders will host the 
fourth annual Family Fitness 5K 
Saturday, May 5 at Lake Olmstead 
Park. A Kids Fun Run is included. 
Proceeds benefit Safe Kids, a non-
profit organization dedicated to            
the prevention of accidental 
childhood injuries.

To register: Cristin Wise, ext. 
1-2456, cwise@mcg.edu or www.
geocities.com/familyfunrun

Free cancer 
screening

The Section of Dermatology will 
offer a free skin cancer screening  
for faculty, students and staff 
Monday, May 7 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
at the Dermatology Practice Site on 
the fifth floor of the Ambulatory 
Care Center. May is Melanoma/ 
Skin Cancer Detection and 
Prevention Month.

For more information: ext. 1-6223

Year-end        
planning dates

Closing dates for year-end 
planning for fiscal 2007 have 
been posted at www.mcg.edu/
comptroller/index.htm. The 
PeopleSoft requisition system will 
be available through Thursday,         
May  31. Managers for each 
academic and administrative 
department should check the Web 
site for other dates.

For more information: Sharon Gay, 
ext. 1-2619

Safe Kids            
seeks volunteers

Safe Kids East Central, led by 
the Children’s Medical Center, 
is looking for volunteers to help 
support events and lead ongoing 
programs for children and teens. 
The training will take place May 8 
at the CMC.

For more information: Rene 
Hopkins, ext. 1-7606

Call for speakers
The 28th annual meeting of 

the Southeastern Pharmacology 
Society will be held at the Augusta 
Marriott Hotel and Suites Oct. 12-
13. Those interested in participating 
as regional speakers should 
submit CVs by May 11. Graduate 

students and postdoctoral fellows 
are encouraged to participate in 
platform and poster sessions.

Contact: Vanessa Cherry, 
vcherry@mcg.edu

Arthritis walk
The adult and pediatric 

rheumatology departments are 
recruiting team captains for the 
third annual Arthritis Walk on 
Saturday, May 12 at the Savannah 
Rapids Pavilion. Visit http://
2007arthritiswalkaugusta.kintera.org 
for registration information.

Contact: Richard Lawson,         
706-860-8903

MS support group
The Augusta Multiple Sclerosis 

Center Support Group meets the  
last Monday of each month from 
6-7:30 p.m. in the MS Center 
Conference room on the sixth floor 
of the hospital. Dinner is provided.

For more information: Dr. 
Sarah Shelton, ext. 1-7239, 
sashelton@mcg.edu

GoodSearch.com 
donates to CMC

The Children’s Medical Center is 
registered with GoodSearch.com, 
a search engine powered by Yahoo 
that donates a penny for every 
search done in the CMC’s name. 
Visit www.GoodSearch.com to   
learn more.

Confidential 
counseling

MCG’s Employee/Faculty 
Assistance Program offers up to six 
confidential counseling sessions 
to employees and their immediate 
family at no charge. The sessions 
may cover any personal or work-
related area of concern and are held 
at 844 Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the May 10 edition, deadline 

is May 2 at noon. For the May 24 
edition, deadline is May 16 at noon. 
Send announcements or story ideas 
to beeper@mcg.edu or contact 
Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at ext. 
1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) or 
swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-
mailing NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu 
and the Campus Events Calendar at 
www.calendar.mcg.edu.
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VOTED “BEST CAR WASH” BY READERS OF AUGUSTA MAGAZINE!

$4.00 AUTOMATIC WASH & FREE VACUUMS
“A New Concept in FAST Car Washing”

2841 Washington Road (next to Red Lobster)
HOURS: Mon-Sat: 8-8; Sun: 11-6

Oil change and lube featuring
quality Valvoline products.
(at Evans & Express locations only.)

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30-5:30

Sun: Noon-5:00

Across From Evans Cinemas

706-868-1450

EVANS

MARTINEZ

DOWNTOWN

AUGUSTA MALL

Across From West Towne

706-868-1550

Next to Johnson Motor Co.

706-722-4109 (Closed Sun.)

Across From the mall

706-738-1300

ANY PACKAGE WASH

$200 Off
Deluxe Wash or Higher

NOT VALID WITH ANY
OTHER SPECIAL OR OFFER

 HAND WAX
$45Includes Full Services

Wash, Tire Shine, Air
Freshener & Hand Wax

MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID
WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL 

OR OFFER. 
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M I R A G E
SALON & SPA

1456 WALTON WAY (NEAR MCG)

706.432.0959
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Giving it up
by Sharron Walls

“I no longer think like a smoker,” 
said Marlene Moore. “It’s difficult 
for me to explain, but I have let the 
cigarette smoker in me go away. I 
no longer want to smoke.”

Ms. Moore, an educational 
program specialist in the School of 
Allied Health Sciences Department 
of Occupational Therapy, was 
one of 10 participants in a 
recent MCG smoking-cessation 
program. Eight employees and two 
nursing students took part in the             
six-week class.

Nearly 13 percent of respondents 
to January’s campuswide tobacco 
survey on use and attitudes 
reported that they currently use 
tobacco, mostly in the form of 
cigarettes. With the campus set 
to go tobacco-free in November, 
employees such as Ms. Moore are 
looking for help to kick the habit.

While it seems unlikely that 
health care workers would use 
tobacco, most started as teenagers, 
before their career choice was 
made. “That’s when a lot of people 
get addicted,” said Dr. Sharon 
Bennett, assistant professor of 
biobehavioral nursing and clinical 
director of the on-campus program. 
“Adolescents like to experiment 
with all kinds of drugs. They 
experiment with tobacco and       
get addicted.”

Fortunately, help is available to 
kick the habit.

Dr. Bennett implemented 
the nurse-managed smoking-
cessation clinic in January 2006 
after developing it as the project 
for her Doctor of Nursing Practice 
studies. Twelve of the program’s 
first 18 participants quit smoking 
and remained tobacco-free after 
one year. That’s far better than the 
national average, which sees 90 
percent of quitters puffing again a 
year later.

“Studies show it takes multiple 
attempts for some people to 
eventually quit,” said Dr. Bennett, 
“but every single attempt makes it 
more possible.”

Timothy White, a senior nursing 
student, agrees. For 10 of the 15 
years he’s been smoking, he’s had 
many failed attempts at quitting. 
“When I first tried, it was very 
difficult, but now there’s so much 
I’ve learned that it’s just a matter 
of time,” he said. “I really feel like 
the support we get in the program 
from week to week was an excellent 
motivator in helping me stay quit 
this time.”

“The camaraderie is great to 
see. It’s a big help,” said Kathleen 
Clark, assistant professor in the 
Department of Respiratory Therapy 
and co-facilitator of the group.

Social support is just one of 
three important components for 
a successful tobacco-cessation 
program, said Dr. Bennett. The 
other two are medications such as 
nicotine-replacement therapy and 
cognitive behavior therapy.

Over-the-counter nicotine-
replacement therapies, such as 
the patch, gum and lozenges, 
and prescription therapies such 
as inhalers and nasal sprays 
ease withdrawal symptoms. Two 
prescription medications, Wellbutrin 
(Zyban) and Varenicline (Chantix), 
do not contain nicotine but        
ease symptoms.

Cognitive behavior therapy 
stresses mindfulness and behavioral 
strategies for dealing with pressures 
associated with quitting. “We teach 
them how to respond in a crisis 
situation, like when someone offers 
them a cigarette and they feel 
vulnerable,” said Dr. Bennett, “and 
how to not substitute eating for 
emotional needs.”

The clinic’s first two weeks are 
devoted to preparing to quit. “These 
are health-care professionals; they 
know what tobacco use does,” 
said Dr. Bennett, “but it’s not 
an intellectual decision to quit 
smoking. People smoke for a 
variety of reasons and they quit 
for a variety of reasons. They’re            
all unsure when they come in,   
even fearful.”

“They’re so fearful that they’re 
not going to succeed, they have this 
persona of ambivalence,” said Ms. 
Clark, herself a former smoker. “In 
a way, they let themselves off the 
hook and that helps. Maybe it gets 
them through the door, because 
saying, ‘I’m going to try to quit’ is 
almost more important than saying, 
‘I’m going to quit.’”

The rest of the program is 
devoted to long-term success 

strategies. Stress-management 
techniques such as deep breathing, 
relaxation, mental imagery and 
assertiveness plus healthy lifestyle 
changes such as exercise and 
good nutrition help ex-smokers 
stay off tobacco. In addition, at 
the beginning of each two-hour 
session, carbon monoxide levels 
are checked. As participants cut 
back or quit, the levels drop. “It’s               
a very positive reinforcement,”   
said Dr. Bennett.

“Over time,” said Mr. White, 
“I have gradually developed the 
courage to completely quit for 
good. I can smell things now and I 
don’t always have a hacking cough 
with lots of congestion. I don’t 
worry about smelling awful around 
other people and, best of all, my 
confidence and self-esteem have 
dramatically improved.”

The program, which follows 
Department of Health and Human 
Services standards, was developed 
from the American Cancer Society 
program Dr. Bennett attended 
to receive her tobacco-cessation 
facilitator certification. She has 
also completed training and testing 
for national certification as a 
tobacco treatment specialist from 
the Association for Treatment of 
Tobacco Use and Dependence.

Fees for the six-week program 
are $90 for students and $180 for 
non-students. Individual one-hour 
counseling sessions are available for 
$50 per session or four for $150.

“I think the fact that MCG is 
going tobacco-free in November 
is going to be a stimulus for a 
lot of people to try to quit,” said 
Dr. Bennett. “It would be best to     
start now.”

The next clinic begins May 7. 
For more information, contact 
Dr. Bennett at ext. 1-8224 or 
sbennett@mcg.edu.
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Janice Taylor (clockwise from lower right), Matt Eidson, Timothy 
White, Kathleen Clark, Dr. Sharon Bennett and Marlene Moore 
share successful quitting stories

Campus supports tobacco users trying to quit
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We’ve Got

The Secret
Christ Church Unity • 2301 Central Ave. 

Service at 11am • augustaunity.org • 706-738-2458
The Metaphysical Center of the CSRA
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2 year warranty on all prescription eyewear
20% MCG discount

Contact lenses
Eye exams by independent doctors of optometry

SEE BETTER • LOOK BETTER • FEEL BETTER
John W. Anderson
1500 Johns Road

706-736-2020

Phil Harris
1571 Walton Way

706-737-2020  
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Physician assistant program 
ranked among top in U.S.

The School of Allied Health 
Sciences’ year-old master of 
physician assistant degree   
program has been ranked among 
the top graduate health care 
programs in the country. In 
its 2007 list of America’s Best 
Graduate Schools, U.S. News and 
World Report magazine ranked 
MCG’s program 26th out of         
73 programs nationwide.

 “This ranking is quite 
impressive, especially since we 
only started the program last 
year,” said Dr. Shelley Mishoe, 
dean of the School of Allied Health 
Sciences. “The high ranking 
reflects the favorable national 
perception of the quality of our 
program and our faculty’s national 
leadership roles and reputations.”

“The faculty, staff and students 

were absolutely thrilled with the 
news of our national ranking,” 
added Dr. Bonnie A. Dadig, chair 
of the program.

The annual rankings, based 
on peer assessments of deans, 
other administrators and faculty 
at accredited degree programs 
and schools in each discipline, 
appeared in the April 9 issue of   
the magazine.

Medical school faculty honored 
by Toni Baker

Dr. William S. Dynan, 
biochemist and chief of the Cancer 
Biology and Gene Regulation 
Program, is the 2007 recipient of 
the School of Medicine Outstanding 
Faculty Award.

Dr. Dynan, Georgia Research 
Alliance Eminent Scholar in 
Biochemistry and associate 
director of the Institute for 
Molecular Medicine and Genetics, 
also is associate director of the 
new Nanomedicine Center for 
Nucleoprotein Machines based at 
the Georgia Institute of Technology, 
one of eight Nanomedicine 
Development Centers funded by 
the National Institutes of Health in 
the last two years.

Dr. Mason P. Thompson, 
associate dean for admissions 
and associate professor of family 
medicine, received the Institutional 
Service Award.

Drs. Dynan and Thompson were 
among those honored at the annual 
School of Medicine Faculty Senate 
Faculty Awards Ceremony April 19.

Dr. Wen-Cheng Xiong, 
developmental neurobiologist, 
associate professor and Weiss 
Research Professor in the 
Department of Neurology and 
School of Graduate Studies, won 
the Outstanding Young Basic 
Science Faculty Award.

Dr. Adriana E. Foster, assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Psychiatry and Health Behavior, 
received the Outstanding Young 
Clinical Science Faculty Award.

Distinguished Faculty Awards 
went to:

•   Dr. David B. Lause, associate 
professor, Department of Cellular 
Biology and Anatomy, for basic 
science teaching

•   Dr. J. Ned Pruitt II, 
associate professor, Department 
of Neurology, for clinical          
science teaching

•   Dr. Stephen Matthew Black, 
professor, Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology and Vascular 
Biology Center, and Dr. David J. 

Fulton, assistant professor, 
Department of Pharmacology and 
Toxicology and Vascular Biology 
Center, for basic science research.

•   Dr. Lawrence C. Layman, 
professor and chief of the Section 
of Reproductive Endocrinology, 
Infertility and Genetics, and Dr. 
Dennis R. Ownby, professor and 
chief of the Section of Allergy    
and Immunology, for clinical 
science research.

•   Dr. Coral D. Hanevold, 
associate professor and chief of the 
Section of Pediatric Nephrology, for 
patient care.

The freshman class presented 
Educator of the Year Awards to   
Dr. David Scott Lind, professor 
and chief of the Section of Surgical 
Oncology; Dr. John D. Mellinger, 
associate professor and chief of the 
Section of Gastrointestinal Surgery; 
and Dr. Walter J. Moore, associate 
dean for graduate medical 
education and chief of the Section 
of Rheumatology.

Dr. Robyn M. Hatley, professor 
of pediatrics and surgery, was 
honored with an Educator of the 
Year Award by the Class of 2008.

Dr. Greer Falls III, associate 
professor, Department of Pathology, 
Dr. William K. Dolen, professor, 
Departments of Medicine and 
Pediatrics, and John F. Fisher, 
professor, Department of Medicine, 

received Educator of the Year 
Awards from the Class of 2009.

Dr. Vadivel Ganapathy, chair 
and Regents Professor, Department 
of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology, professor, Departments 
of Physiology, Obstetrics and 
Gynecology and Medicine and 
School of Graduate Studies, 
received the Educator of the Year 
Award from the Class of 2010.

Dr. Ganapathy also received the 
inaugural Innovation in Education 
Award, to be presented annually by 
the Class of 2002.

The Department of Pediatrics, 
chaired by Dr. William P. Kanto 
Jr., was once again honored as 
the Outstanding Clinical Science 
Teaching Department by the senior 
class. The Department of Medicine, 
led by Interim Chair Laura 
Mulloy, received the Outstanding 
Basic Science Teaching Award 
for microbiology and infectious 
diseases, from the Class of 2009.

Dr. Sarah Norris, a pediatric 
resident, received the Resident of 
the Year Award, and Dr. Arthur J. 
Provisor, Department of Pediatric 
Oncology, Columbus Regional 
Medical Center in Columbus, Ga., 
received the Alpha Omega Alpha 
Honor Medical Society Volunteer 
Clinical Faculty Award.

Retiring faculty members 
honored and their years of 
service include Dr. You-Jun Fei, 
associate professor, Department 
of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology, 1995-2006, Dr. Ralph 
C. Kolbeck, associate professor, 
Department of Physiology, 
1973-2006, Dr. Patrick Mongan, 
assistant professor, Department 
of Family Medicine, 1980-2007, 
and Dr. Lause, associate professor, 
Department of Cellular Biology and 
Anatomy, 1985-2007.

Dr. Carl R. Menckhoff, 
associate professor, Department of 
Emergency Medicine and outgoing 
Faculty Senate president, turned 
over the presidency to Dr. Robert 
R. Schade, professor and chief of 
the Section of Gastroenterology   
and Hepatology.

Dr. William S. Dynan
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MCG selected for 
second Millennium 
Conference

by Kim Miller

MCG’s School of Medicine has 
been selected to participate in 
the Millennium Conference on 
the Clinical Education of Medical 
Students in Wellesley, Mass.,  
May 3-6.

The meeting is the fifth 
Millennium Conference 
sponsored by the Carl J. Shapiro 
Institute for Education and 
Research at Harvard Medical 
School, Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center and the 
Association of American Medical 
Colleges. The conferences aim 
to improve clinical education 
of North American medical            
students by facilitating 
educational innovation. 

This year’s focus is the 
challenges and potential solutions 
confronting research in medical 
education. MCG also participated 
in the 2002 Millennium 
Conference on undergraduate 
medical education. 

 “Our participation in a second 
Millennium Conference brings 
us another dimension of national 
recognition and prominence in 
the field of educational research 
and scholarship,” said Dr. 
Ruth-Marie Fincher, School of 
Medicine vice dean for academic 
affairs. “We consider it a great 
opportunity to work with people 
in other medical schools who 
share a common interest, to learn 
from what they’ve done and to 
share our ideas with them.

  “Our university will benefit 
by being able to build upon the 
germinal infrastructure to support 
educational research on our 
campus and make it more robust 

and effective,” Dr. Fincher said. 
“I expect the result will be more 
presentations, more abstracts, 
more publications, more tangible 
products that result from our 
work in education that will be 
peer-reviewed and made public 
for others to learn from and    
build upon.”

Medical schools nationwide 
are chosen by a competitive 
application process. Other 
participants this year include 
Case Western University School 
of Medicine, Harvard Medical 
School, Mayo Medical School, 
New York University School of 
Medicine, Pennsylvania State 
University College of Medicine, 
Southern Illinois University 
School of Medicine, Uniformed 
Services University of the    
Health Sciences - F.E. Hebert 
School of Medicine and the 
University of New Mexico School 
of Medicine.

Each school sends a 
curriculum expert, educational 
research expert, evaluation 
expert, clerkship or program 
director, and a member of the 
school’s Institutional Review 
Board. MCG will send Dr. 
Fincher; Dr. Valera Hudson, 
assistant professor of pediatrics 
and pediatric program director; 
Dr. George Schuster, chair 
of the Department of Oral 
Biology and Maxillofacial 
Pathology and chair of the 
Human Assurance Committee; 
Dr. Adria Thomas, associate 
professor of medicine and 
director of evaluation services 
and Dr. Chris White, professor of 
pediatrics and associate dean for               
faculty development.
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XYTEX WANTS YOU
• Men Between 18 & 38

• Must be in College or a College Graduate

• Must be Attractive & Healthy

• Plan on Being in the Augusta Area for the Next Year

The Fit, The Fertile

THE FUTURE
TAKE THE FIRST STEP. LOG ONTO WWW.XYTEX.COM

TO FILL OUT THE MEDICAL HISTORY QUESTIONNAIRE.
NEAREST RECRUITING STATION: 1100 EMMETT STREET, AUGUSTA, GA 30904

R103223•BP032907

���������������
MCG Faculty, Staff & Students

Join AAA Today & Get 2 Months FREE!!!
14 Months of AAA Membership for only $60.00

Plus Bonus Movie Ticket or Road Atlas
To Take Advantage of this Special Offer Go To

www.aaasouth/kim.meeks 
& Enter Special Offer Code: gemedga

R106345•BP041207

Kim Meeks 706-877-1933 or email: kmeeks@aaasouth.com
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1. Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Brown hamburger up with onion. 
 Drain well.
3. Mix soup, milk, salt and pepper in  
 a large bowl. When well-blended, add  
 mushrooms, green beans and 
 hamburger and stir till mixed.
4. Pour mixture in a medium to large 
 cake pan.
5. Place tots in rows on top of mixture.
6. Bake for 30 minutes or until tots are  
 golden brown.

Tater Tot Casserole

You could win FREE FOOD, too. Submit your 
recipe to the Beeper! recipes@mcgbeeper.com

Lunch for 4 provided by

Lisa Parrish wins lunch for herself and three 
co-workers courtesy of 2go-Box Delivery!

1 bag frozen tots
1 pound hamburger, browned and
 drained
1 can green beans, drained
1 small can mushrooms, drained  
 (optional)
1 family-size can (or 2 small cans)  
 cream of mushroom soup
milk (enough to fill 3/4 soup can)
onion (to cook in with hamburger  
 when browned)
salt and pepper to taste

Ingredients Directions

Recipe Contest
Winner

R106140•BP042607
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surgeon. School of Medicine Dean 
Doug Miller served as moderator, 
wearing a king’s crown, and Dr. 
Jerry Buccafusco, professor of 
pharmacology and toxicology, 
played devil’s advocate.

“It’s an exaggerated version 
of how it’s supposed to be,” 
said Tammy Huff, a second-year 
medical student. “It’s a great 
way to learn more about each   
specialty and see a funnier side of 

the faculty.”
Each physician made a three-

minute opening statement and 
one-minute rebuttal to demonstrate 
why he should win the raft. They 
also faced tough questions from 
the audience, which included 
President Daniel W. Rahn.

“If you survive, on the first day 
you get back on solid land, how 
will you benefit humanity?” the 
president wanted to know.

“I will yank people from 
the jaws of death!” answered 
Dr. Kruse, dressed as William   
Wallace, with his arms 
outstretched in victory.

Dr. Tucker, feeling brave in 
a Spiderman costume under 
her white coat, was quick with           
a retort.

“I, too, will yank them from 
the jaws of death and the perils of 
diarrhea and ringworm!”

RAFT DEBATE...from page 1

Students react as doctors trade wits for their hypothetical lives.
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  Campus Beat
   Periodic reports of crime-related news on campus are posted in compliance 
with federal, state and local laws to maximize campus safety and 
awareness. To report crimes, suspicious activity, or information regarding 
reported incident(s), call the MCG Public Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 
or #2911 from a cellular phone.

•   Wear your MCG identification badge on campus   
     at all times.
•   Always be aware of your surroundings.
•   Use the Campus Escort Service, available 24 hours a day.
•   Avoid poorly lighted areas.
•   Avoid walking alone, especially after dark.
•   Carry your vehicle keys in your hand and be ready to   
     unlock the door as soon as you get to your vehicle.
•   Keep valuables locked up and out of sight.
•   Lock your door when leaving an unattended office.
•   Write down brand name, model numbers and serial 
     numbers of computer components and other equipment.  
     Have this information available when reporting stolen     
     equipment.
•   Keep your vehicle locked at all times. Consider purchasing    
     an anti-theft device if you don’t have one.
•   If your vehicle stereo is equipped with a detachable face,  
     remove it from your vehicle or place it out of sight.
•   If you see anyone in and around your work area or 
     building who looks suspicious, lost or out of place, 
     call ext. 1-2911.
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Alumni homecoming highlights
Reconnect and rediscover

Thursday, April 26

Table Clinic Day, School of Dentistry, Wellness Center, 9:30 a.m.
Alumni Association Board Meeting, School of Graduate Studies, Alumni Center, noon
Biomedical and Radiological Technologies CE Program, School of Allied Health Sciences, Alumni Center, 5:30 p.m.
Occupational Therapy Open House and Reception, Health Sciences Building, 6 p.m.
Student Faculty and Talent Show, School of Dentistry, Large Auditorium, 7 p.m.

Friday, April 27

29th Annual Goldstein CE Lectureship and Luncheon, School of Dentistry, Marriott Hotel and Suites, 7:30 a.m.
Dental Hygiene CE Alumni Day, School of Allied Health Sciences, Alumni Center, 7:50 a.m.
Art Hardy Memorial Golf Tournament, all alumni, Bartram Trail, 1 p.m.
Campus History Bus Tour and Luncheon, all alumni, Alumni Center, noon
Hospitality Suite, Marriott Hotel and Suites, all alumni, 3-5 p.m.
Alumni Association Reception, School of Dentistry, Marriott Hotel and Suites, 3:15 p.m.
Dean’s Reception, School of Medicine, Old Medical College, 5:30 p.m.
Alumni Association Banquet, School of Graduate Studies, Alumni Center, 6 p.m.
Volunteer Faculty Appreciation Dinner, School of Dentistry, Enterprise Event Center, 6:30 p.m.
Alumni Association Banquet, School of Medicine, Old Medical College, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 28

Saturday CE with Faculty, School of Dentistry, room 1020, 8:30 a.m.
Time Capsule Ceremony, School of Allied Health Sciences, Health Sciences Building, 9:30 a.m.
Alumni Association Board Meeting, School of Medicine, Alumni Center, 9:30 a.m.
Dean’s Brunch, School of Nursing, Health Sciences Building, 9:30 a.m. 
Health Sciences Building tours, 10 a.m. to noon
President’s Cookout, all alumni, President’s Home, noon
Canal Boat Tour, School of Dentistry, Augusta Canal Interpretive Center, 3 p.m.
Hospitality Suite, Marriott Hotel and Suites, all alumni, 3-6 p.m.
Ph.D. 20th Anniversary Get-Together, all alumni, Pinnacle Club, 5:30 p.m.
Banquet and Reunions, School of Dentistry, Marriott Hotel and Suites, 6:30 p.m.
Class Reunions, School of Medicine, Marriott Hotel and Suites, 6 p.m.
Banquet, School of Allied Health Sciences, Marriott Hotel and Suites, 6:30 p.m.
Alumni Association Banquet and Reunions, School of Nursing, Pinnacle Club, 6:30 p.m.
Homecoming Dance, all alumni, Marriott Hotel and Suites, 9:45 p.m.

Sunday, April 29

Alumni Association Memorial Service, School of Medicine, Old Medical College, 10:30 a.m.
Alumni Association Emeritus Club Luncheon, School of Medicine, Old Medical College, 11:30 a.m.

Additional Continuing Education courses

Occupational Therapy, Health Sciences Building, Thursday 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Respiratory Therapy, Health Sciences Building, Thursday 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m.-12:35 p.m.

Registration for these events is required. For more information, visit 
www.mcg.edu/Alumni/Homecoming2007/ or call 800-869-1113.

Voice mail quick tips
Need a little help with the new 

Unified Messaging voice mail 
system? Login to www.gavoicemail.
com to customize your GA Voicemail 
account. Select Options, then adjust 
the appropriate settings to fit your 
needs. Here are a few hints:

•   Use caller ID to set the 
displayed phone number for 
incoming follow-me calls and 
outgoing calls that pass through the 
GA Voicemail system.

•   With follow-me, you can set 
up a schedule to forward incoming 
calls to an alternate phone number 
at different times of the day or day 
of the week. If active schedules 

overlap, the top-most item will                 
take precedence.

•   Message forwarding sends     
an e-mail notice to any e-mail 
address when new messages arrive 
in your inbox.

•   When checking voicemails 
by phone, message playback can 
set the order in which to play them 
and whether to automatically play 
the date/time at the beginning of      
each message.

•   Enable the Recognize Me 
feature so that when you dial the 
System Access number to check 
your messages from a number other 
than your desk phone, for example, 

your home number, the system will 
automatically recognize you and only 
request that you enter your phone 
PIN. This saves the step of entering 
your desk phone number each time 
you call.

•   When listening to messages 
by phone, quickly press the “1” key 
twice as soon as the announcement 
starts to go directly to the 
first message.

Visit www.gavoicemail.com for 
registration and online training. For 
more information, contact Keith 
Peeples at ext. 1-3985. MCGHI 
employees contact David Earnest     
at ext. 1-6511.

National Medical Laboratory Professionals Week  
April 22-28 
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“Big Phil” by James Cormier
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“Crab Innard #3” by Kelvin Li
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“Tree in Mist” by Michael Stanley

PAINTING
Faculty/Staff: Honorable Mention – Bharati Bhatt, “Calm at the Ocean”
Student: First – Kelvin Li, “Crab Innard #3”
Second – Jennifer Stowe, “Heirloom”
Honorable Mention –  Cheryl Reese, “Carnivore Skulls Comparison”

DRAWING
Faculty/Staff: First – Adam Donnelly, “The Fate of Lindsfore”
Honorable Mention – Bart Goodwin, “Kathy & Brook” 
Student: First – Matthew Whitford, “Belly”
Second – Anneliese Lilienthal, “Riposo” 
Honorable Mention – Matthew Whitford, “Solace” 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Faculty/Staff: First – Michael Stanley, “Tree in Mist” 
Second – Michael Stanley, “Hornbill” 
Honorable Mention – Nathan “Ben” Herz, “Jellyfish Blues” 
Student: First – Heidi Dalberg, “Serenity” 
Honorable Mention – Heidi Dalberg, “Camellia-Augusta State University” 

CERAMICS
Faculty/Staff: First – Adam Donnelly, “Rock’n Raku”

SCULPTURE
Student: First – James Cormier, “Big Phil” 
Second – James Cormier, “Chickory” 

   The inaugural MCG Fine Arts Exhibition is on display on 
the first floor of the Greenblatt Library and the second 
floor of the Student Center, featuring works from talented 
faculty, staff and students.  An awards ceremony and 
closing reception will take place Monday, April 30 at      
5 p.m. in the Student Center. The winners are:

Arts Council announces exhibit winners
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  Week of the 
young child

Augusta Mayor Deke Copenhaver proclaimed April 16-
20 the Week of the Young Child as the MCG Child Care 
Resource and Referral Agency and the Georgia Golf 
Hall of Fame hosted a celebration Monday to kick off 
the week with fun and games for CSRA kids. The Child 
Care Resource and Referral Agency has developed a 
Community Resource Guide listing resources available 
to families in 14 counties, including a brief description 
of services and contact information. Visit www.mcg.
edu/pediatrics/ccrr/guide.htm.

Investigational cancer drug 
targets critical proteins
by Toni Baker

A drug under study selectively 
kills cancer cells because of its 
affinity for a modified version of 
a critical heat shock protein they 
contain, researchers have found.

Heat shock proteins, called 
molecular chaperones because of 
their caretaker role, activate genes 
that ultimately make proteins, 
move proteins around cells and fold 
them into the proper shape for the 
proper function. Chaperones even 
help proteins group properly and 
discard old proteins.

Misfolding of proteins can cause 
cancer. Molecular chaperones are 
highly expressed in human cancer 
and seem resistant to radiation 
therapy and chemotherapy, 
according to Dr. Kapil Bhalla, 
director of the MCG Cancer Center.

Cancer was found in a modified 
version of heat shock protein 
90, or hsp90, which promotes 
cell survival. Researchers then 
showed that in breast cancer 
and leukemia, this modification, 
called acetylation, confers a strong 
attraction to investigational drug 
17-AAG, says Dr. Yonghua Yang, 

postdoctoral fellow  
in molecular oncology 
in Dr. Bhalla’s 
laboratory.

“17-AAG blocks 
the activity of hsp90, 
which normally binds 
with ATP, an energy 
source for cells,” 
says Dr. Yang, who 
received a training 
award to present 
his research at the 
American Association 
for Cancer Research 
Annual Meeting April 
14-18 in Los Angeles.

An unfortunate 
side effect is that 17-
AAG also immediately 
induces hsp70, which 
can compensate for the 
cell-supporting activity of hsp90, 
says Dr. Yang, noting that, like 
hsp90, hsp70 presents a modified 
form in cancer. 17-AAG seems to 
shun normal hsp90 or hsp70 in 
healthy individuals, he adds.

The net effect is that while 
the drug ably finds its target, to 
maximize effectiveness it may 
need to be modified or used in 

conjunction with another drug 
to also block hsp70. The 
researchers are discussing     
options with Novartis and                     
Kosan Pharmaceuticals.

They are also looking at 
developing antibodies that target 
hsp90 and at the relationship 
between the modified hsp90 and 
breast cancer metastasis.
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Dr. Yonghua Yang

They sang, they danced, they played and acted...
...and in doing so, wrapped up the season for the MCG Arts Council’s Tuesday Noon Performing Live series. And yes, that’s School of Allied Health Sciences 
Dean Shelley Mishoe on accordion (above, right), joined by physician assistant student Casey Ryals on guitar, who also performed with classmate Beth Fletcher 
on piano. Others on the April 17 bill were the MCG Players, with Dr. Lynn Jaffe from occupational therapy joined by Adam Donnelly in the Department of Oral 
Biology and Maxillofacial Pathology and graduate student Keith Beckman; vocal performances by Sharon Chesnut, an assistant professor in the Department of 
Biomedical and Radiological Technologies, accompanied by Dr. Chris Sheils, associate professor in the Department of Radiology, and Thomasena Germany, a 
health informatics student; and an Argentine tango dance by physician assistant students Summer Green and Stephen Rozier (above left). 
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• Pizza

• Calzones

• Hoagies

• Full Bar
������������������������������������������

Open 
7 Days A Week!

100 + Beers
Call 706-828-5578 

for TakeOut
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Paul G. McDonough 
Lectureship set for May 18

Dr. Eli Y. Adashi, dean of 
medicine and biological sciences 
at Brown University and an expert 
in intra-ovarian regulation and 
the molecular genetics of ovarian 
cancer, is guest lecturer for the third 
Paul G. McDonough Lectureship 
and Symposium May 18.

Dr. Adashi, the Frank L. Day 
Professor of Biology at Brown, will 
discuss “A Personal Journey” at 
1:15 p.m. in the small auditorium 
of the Auditoria Center.

Other symposium speakers      
are former fellows of Dr. 
McDonough, including Dr. Leo 
Plouffe Jr., U.S. Group medical 
director of Lilly Corp.’s Lilly 
Research Laboratory, who will 
discuss non-steroidal compounds 
in gynecology, and Dr. David 
Cohen, director of reproductive 
endocrinology, University of 
Chicago, who will speak on oocyte 
cryopreservation techniques.

Dr. Manubai Nagamani, director 
of reproductive endocrinology 
and infertility, University of Texas 
Medical Branch, Galveston, is 
2007 lectureship chair. She and 
other former fellows of the MCG 
Reproductive Endocrinology, 
Infertility and Genetics Fellowship 
Program established the lectureship 
in 2003 to honor Dr. Paul 
McDonough, Professor Emeritus 
in the Departments of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, Physiology              

and Pediatrics.
Dr. McDonough directed 

the Section of Reproductive 
Endocrinology and Infertility and 
Genetics from 1966-94. He trained 
33 fellows and was a past president 
of the Society of Reproductive 
Endocrinologists, the American 
Society of Reproductive Medicine 
and the North American Society 
of Pediatric and Adolescent 
Gynecology. In 1995, he received 
the President’s Distinguished 
Scientist Award from the Society for 
Gynecologic Investigation for his 
work on the molecular biology of 
mammalian sexual development. 
Dr. McDonough chaired the NIH 
Reproductive Scientist Training 
Selection committee and served 
on the National Breast Cancer 
Susceptibility Gene Committee of 
the Human Genome Task Force. He 
is the associate editor of Fertility 
and Sterility, The Journal of the 
American Society for Reproductive 
Medicine and Editor Emeritus 
of The Journal of Pediatric and 
Adolescent Gynecology. Dr. 
McDonough is certified by the 
American Board of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology in Reproductive 
Endocrinology and the American 
Board of Medical Genetics in 
clinical genetics and cytogenetics.

Dr. Adashi is former chair of 
the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at the University of 

Utah Health Sciences Center, where 
he founded and led the Ovarian 
Cancer Group at Huntsman Cancer 
Institute and Hospital. He has 
trained more than 50 postdoctoral 
fellows and has been funded by 
the National Institutes of Health 
since 1985. At Brown University, he 
leads the Center for Genomics and 
Proteomics to investigate cancer, 
stem cells and fetal and newborn 
heart and lung development under 
an NIH Center of Biomedical 
Research Excellence Grant.

Dr. Adashi

Dr. McDonough

Simulation 
discussion
At the April 12 Forum for the 
Future, sponsored by the Academic 
Council, Dr. Michael DeVita, 
associate medical director of the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center Presbyterian Shadyside 
Hospital, spoke to the MCG 
community on “The Future of 
Education: What Simulation Teaches 
Us About Teaching.” Dr. DeVita, an 
international expert on health care 
simulation, predicts mandatory 
simulation training for all medical 
students. MCG is developing such a 
facility for its students.
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Graduation

May 11

2 p.m.

Civic Center
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• 3 On Staff Certifi ed Arborists
• Cabling, Rodding
• Lightning Protection
• Pruning Following 
Arboricultural Standards
• Tree Fertilizations Using 
The Most Up To Date Materials
• Tree Injections, Fungicidal, 
Insectideal Antibiotics
• Lot Clearing
• Pre Construction Consultation
(We Perform This Service At No Charge
 - We Care About Your Trees)

• 3 Bucket Trucks
• Fully Insured

• 3 On Staff Certifi ed Arborists
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2704 Gordon Hwy
Augusta, GA 30909
www.empiretree.com

706.854.0926

LIGHTNING

PROTECTION!
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Jarrett E. Hindew
Investment Representative
2816 Washington Rd Suite 102
Augusta, GA 30909
Bus. 706-738-2983
Toll-Free. 888-738-6929
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We understand the difference 
you make every day. And we’d 
like to help make a difference 
in your life. If you work for 

public educational institution 
or nonprofit organization, 
Edward Jones can explain 

options for your 403(b)/TSA 
retirement savings plan and 
recommend a strategy that’s 

best for you.

To learn why it makes 
sense to talk with 

Edward Jones about 
your retirement savings, 

call or visit today.

FACULTY
School of Allied 
  Health Sciences
 Patrick Frank Mongan
 Erik B. Stuckart

School of Medicine
 Mark H. Ebell
 Ralph Carl Kolbeck

Greenblatt Library
 David N. King

STAFF
School of Dentistry
 Heather R. Patterson
 Ruth Meyer Patton

School of Medicine
 Michael Kenneth Aufiero
 Rickey Gene Bearden
 Kelly D. Boik
 Jenifer Rayna Hogan
 Janet Nowell Isenberg
 Gina M. Matosian
 Magdalena Mazurek
 Jessica Renee Nicks
 Amanda Michelle Stevens

School of Nursing
 Natasha Faison Alford
 Maria Del Rosario Poo Garcia

Cancer Center
 Janet S. Covin

Environmental Services
 Linda Ann Brown
 Katrina Patrice Kelly

Georgia Correctional   
  HealthCare
 Deborah Denise Bembry
 Malinda Cade
 Kelli Jones Connell
 Pamela Washington Daniels
 Beatrice Holt Dixon
 Roddie N. Ferdinand
 Iris D. Fordham
 Tabatha Larrisa Fowler
 Natalyn Lanier German
 Saisha L. Gray
 Christina Birdzell Harp
 Anna Jean Hendershot
 Thomas Anthony Hennessey
 Maria Theresa Herrin
 Mary Reynolds Hodges
 Mamie Lee Johnson
 Terry Lee Logan
 Lillian Elizabeth Mason
 Sophia Evette Olofintuyi

 Eva Will O’Neal
 Charles E. Stevens
 Kenneth J. Stroub
 Jane M. Thayer
 Wayne Darrell Wells

Georgia War Veterans    
  Nursing Home
 Linda G. Bentley
 Debra Riser Burnham
 Edna S. Carswell
 Sharon LaShell Dent
 Julia Hoffman Eveker
 Cathy Theresa Jennings
 Katherine Moore Sullivan
 Victoria Antoinette Thomas

Parking Administration
 Michael Joseph Gulino
 Joseph Mark Taylor

Plant Engineering
 Ronald Wade Faircloth Jr.
 David Anderson Pulley

Public Safety 
  Administration
 Amanda Katelin Nelson

Visual and Instructional 
  Design
Trudy Jean Gove

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

Homecoming
Highlights

Page 7
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Famous Dave’s

Shangri La

T.G.I. Friday’s

Yo Pizza

Barberitos

& many more

Call (706) 364-4460 to order
& request a menu guide.

www . 2 g o - b o x . c om

DELIVERED MEALS FROM
GREAT RESTAURANTS

Save Your Parking Spot! Save Your Gas!

Beeper Recipe Contest!
If you’ve got a great recipe to share, you could 
win a free lunch for yourself and three others — 
delivered right to your waiting plates!  Who says 
there’s no free lunch? What are you waiting for?  
E-mail your favorite recipe to 
recipes@mcgbeeper.com today!

RECIPES

SPONSORED BY:

w w w . 2 g o - b o x . c o m
( 7 0 6 )  3 6 4 - 4 4 6 0

SEE THIS ISSUE’S WINNING RECIPE ON PAGE 3!

SUDOKU

Where in the MCG world is this? contest
How well do you know your campus? 

Play on page 6!

ACROSS
  1. Thrombus
  5. Number of lumbar vertebrae
  9. Peruse
10. “It’s __  __ Mad, Mad, Mad World”; ’63 film
11. Diseases caused by uric acid disorder
12. Stethoscope detections
14. Black-and-white bird
15. Initials for the author of “Little Women”
16. Rickettsia infection symptom
19. Zones
21. __ heat; miliaria rubra
22. Infant’s ailment
24. Regarding
27. By way of
28. Preceding period
29. Synovial hinge joint
32. One reason to prescribe Zyrtec
34. Doctors’ bags
35. Troublefree spot
36. Pouchlike structures
37. Vestibule locations

DOWN
  1. Laryngotracheobronchitis
  2. Thickened area of mouth or tongue lining
  3. Word with bran or meal
  4. Six-pointers, for short
  5. Distant
  6. “__  __ Believer”; ’66 Monkees hit
  7. Fungal lung infection
  8. Anasarca
11. Likely result of aerophagia
13. Copenhagen Airport arrival, familiarly
17. Prefix for glycerides or geminal
18. Command to Fido
19. Wanted poster letters
20. Monogram for the author of “Kidnapped”
22. Stroke, for short
23. Requests for more slop
25. Hot spots
26. Dr. receiving in-depth training
30. Maj.’s superior
31. Suffix for host or heir
32. TV’s “__ Haw”
33. Ms. Lupino

6!

12 Puzzle
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Dr. Akinwuntan 
appointed to 
committee

Dr. Abiodun Akinwuntan, an 
assistant professor in the School of 
Allied Health Sciences Department 
of Physical Therapy, has been 
appointed to the Transportation 
Research Board’s Committee on 
Simulation and Measurement of 
Vehicle and Operator Performance.

The Transportation Research 
Board is a division of the 
National Research Council, a 
private nonprofit institution that 
provides expertise in science and 
technology to the government, 
public and scientific and 
engineering communities. The 
council is jointly administered 
by the National Academy of 
Sciences, the National Academy 
of Engineering and the Institute       
of Medicine.

Dr. Akinwuntan researches 
high-fidelity driving simulation for 
neurologically impaired patients.

Dr. Akinwuntan joined MCG in 
2005. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in physiotherapy at the 
University of Lagos in Nigeria and 
his master’s and doctoral degrees 
in neuromotor rehabilitation at 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven     
in Belgium.

He is a member of the Nigerian 
Society of Physical Therapy, the 
Medical Rehabilitation Therapists 
Board of Nigeria and the Health 
Professions Council of the     
United Kingdom.

Dr. Bergeron to 
serve as consultant

Dr. Michael F. Bergeron, assistant 
professor of physical therapy, 
will serve a three-year term as 
a consultant to the executive 
committee of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics Council on 
Sports Medicine and Fitness.

The council works with pediatric 
health care providers to encourage 
optimal and safe physical activity 
for children.

Dr. Bergeron, an exercise 
physiologist who studies the 
effects of exercise in the heat, 
will advise the council on its 
outreach programs including 
education, policy statements 
and reports, collaborative 
partnerships, advocacy work and 
implementation projects.

A faculty member since 1998, he 
is a fellow of the American College 
of Sports Medicine and chairs its 
Strategic Health Initiative Youth 
Sports and Health Committee. 
He is a member of the editorial 
boards of the International Journal 
of Sport Nutrition and Exercise 

Metabolism and the Journal of 
Athletic Training.

Dr. Buckley named 
to NIH board

Dr. Peter F. Buckley, chair of 
the Department of Psychiatry and 
Health Behavior, has been selected 
to serve on a National Institute 
of Mental Health Data and Safety 
Monitoring Board.

The institute’s boards help 
ensure safeguards for research 
participants and help monitor 
clinical trials to determine  
whether they need to be    
modified or terminated.

Dr. Buckley, who researches 
the neurobiology and treatment 
of schizophrenia, will serve 
a three-year term reviewing 
novel treatments for cognitive 
impairment in schizophrenia.

He is the inaugural chair 
of the National Institutes of 
Health’s Interventions Committee 
for Schizophrenia Spectrum 
Disorders, Personality Disorders 
and Disorders of Late Life. 
He previously served on a 
subcommittee of the National 
Institute of Mental Health Data 
Safety and Monitoring Board and 
Loan Repayment Program Special 
Review Panel.

He is president of the 
American Association of Chairs 
of Departments of Psychiatry 
and a member of the National 
Foundation for Mental Health 
Board of Directors and the 
International Congress on 
Schizophrenia Advisory Board. He 
is on the Scientific Council of the 
National Alliance for the Mentally 
Ill and the National Alliance for 
Research on Schizophrenia and 
Affective Disorders.

Dr. Buckley is the Georgia 
Psychiatric Physicians 
Association’s Psychiatrist of 
the Year. He received the 2004 
Administrative Psychiatric Award 
from the American Psychiatric 
Association for his work on state 
university collaborations.

Dr. Buckley is an examiner for 
the American Board of Psychiatry 
and Neurology. He is editor of 
the Journal of Dual Diagnosis, an 
editorial board member of eight 
journals, including Psychiatric 
Times and Academic Psychiatry, 
and annual co-editor of the 
“Mosby Yearbook of Psychiatry.” 
He is a referee for more than       
40 journals.

He came to MCG in 2000 from 
Case Western Reserve University, 
where he was vice chair of the 
Department of Psychiatry and 
medical director for the state 
psychiatric services in Cleveland. 
He earned a medical degree from 

Ireland’s University College Dublin 
School of Medicine. He completed 
internships at St. Vincent’s 
University Hospital in Dublin 
and a psychiatry residency and 
research fellowship at St. John of 
God Psychiatric Services in Dublin.

Mr. Echols appointed 
to committee

Kenneth Echols, manager of the 
Family Medicine Center and Pain 
Management, has been appointed 
to the Georgia Association of 
Healthcare Executives Civics 
Committee for a one-year term.

He joined MCG in 1988 as 
practice manager of the Eye Clinic.

Mr. Echols is a member of the 
CSRA Medical Managers, the 
Medical Group Management 
Association and the American 
College for Healthcare Executives. 
He served 12 years as a member 
of the Richmond County Board 
of Education, two as president, 
and 10 years with the Richmond 
County Board of Health. He is a 
graduate of Leadership Augusta.

Mr. Echols earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Health Care Management 
at Southern Illinois University and 
a master’s degree in Health Service 
Administration at Armstrong 
Atlantic State University.

Dr. Fincher elected 
to executive board 

Dr. Ruth-Marie E. Fincher, vice 
dean for academic affairs in the 
School of Medicine, has been 
elected to a two-year term as an 
at-large member of the National 
Board of Medical Examiners 
Executive Board, which develops 
the three-step United States 
Medical Licensing Examination, an 
evaluation system for applicants 
seeking medical licensure in the 
United States. The board also 
provides testing, educational, 
consultative and research 
services to medical specialty 
boards, societies and health care 
organizations worldwide.

Its 10-member Executive Board 
considers policy questions and acts 
for the entire NBME membership 
between annual meetings.

Dr. Fincher has worked 
continuously with NBME since 
1987, currently serving as a 
member of the Hubbard Award 
and Composite Committees as well 
as the Patient Note Task Force and 
Key Validation Committee of the 
Step 2 Clinical Skills Examination. 
She was elected a member of the 
NBME board in 2005.

She is a member of the Executive 
Board of the Alliance for Clinical 
Education, a U.S. representative 

to the Institute for International 
Medical Education and a member 
of the board of directors of the 
national medical honor society, 
Alpha Omega Alpha.

Dr. Fincher was recently named 
a member of the six-person 
Oversight Committee of Academic 
Medicine, the journal of the 
Association of American Medical 
Colleges. She is a member of 
the AAMC’s National Group of 
Educational Affairs’ Consensus 
Conference on Educational 
Scholarship Steering Committee 
and Research in Medical Education 
and Undergraduate Medical 
Education Sections. She is a 
member of the AAMC’s MCAT 
Program Advisory Committee, 
MedEdPORTAL Advisory 
Committee and the Education 
Subcommittee of the Group 
on Business Affairs Data and 
Benchmarking Committee.

The annual service award from 
the Clerkship Directors in Internal 
Medicine, the association for 
internal medicine educators in 
North America, is named in her 
honor. Dr. Fincher served on the 
steering committee that developed 
CDIM, was the first elected 
president of the organization and 
has directed its Annual Pre-Course 
for New Clerkship Directors for 
16 years. She received the group’s 
first service award in 1998 and 
the Educational Program Award         
in 2002.

Dr. Fincher joined MCG in 1984 
and was named the inaugural   
vice dean for academic affairs in 
the School of Medicine 10 years 
later. She is a 1976 graduate 
of Emory University School of 
Medicine and completed residency 
training at Emory University 
Affiliated Hospitals. 

Mr. Johnson wins 
Telly Award

Videographer Tim Johnson in 
the Department of Visual and 
Instructional Design has won a 
bronze Telly Award for a video he 
filmed and directed about a grant 
introducing allied health students 
to career opportunities in rural 
areas, If Given the Opportunity: 
The Rural Health Project. The 
video was co-produced by Dr. W. 
Kent Guion, associate dean for 
academic affairs in the School of 
Allied Health Sciences.

Telly Awards recognize regional 
and cable television commercials 
and programs, as well as the 
video and film productions, and 
are considered among the most 
prestigious in the industry.

This is Mr. Johnson’s fourth 

Newsmakers

Dr. Akinwuntan

Dr. Bergeron

Dr. Buckley

Mr. Echols

Dr. Fincher

Mr. Johnson

Dr. Stachurasee Newsmakers page 14
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Home Of The World Famous

$15.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R102000•BP010407
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3170 Skinner Mill Rd.
Augusta, GA 30909

706-733-9848
www.woodwindsapts.com

1 Bedroom / 1 Bath $405
Free Comcast 60 Channel Cable TV Service ( a $45 value)
Swimming Pool / Free Water / Trash Pickup / Pest Control

No other complex comes close to this price, 
even with their confusing specials.

M-F 8am-6pm    Sat 10am-4pm    Sun 1-4pmR
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P
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M I R A G E
SALON & SPA

1456 WALTON WAY (NEAR MCG) 
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national award since coming to 
MCG in 2004.

He won top honors in the 2005 
Telly Awards for the video, To 
Teach, Discover and Care, which 
he produced for the School 
of Allied Health Sciences. He 
won the Health and Science 
Communications Association’s 
Silver Award and the Admissions 
Advertising Award for his video, 
A Closer Look: MCG Admissions, 
and the 2005 award for Best 
Short feature and 2006 award 
for Best Local Feature in 
Augusta’s Southern Fried Flicks 
Film Festival.

Mr. Johnson earned a 
communications degree from 
Augusta College (now Augusta 
State University) in 1985. He has 
worked for production houses in 
California, Augusta and Aiken, 
S.C., and spent 10 years in cable 
television as a video producer 
and freelancer.

Dr. Stachura named 
associate editor 

Dr. Max E. Stachura, director 
of the Center for Telehealth 
and Georgia Research Alliance 
Eminent Scholar in Telemedicine, 
has been named an associate 
editor of the new open-access 
International Journal of 
Telemedicine and Application. 

Dr. Stachura is member of the 
editorial board of Telemedicine 
Journal and e-Health and 
immediate past president of the 
Alliance for Public Technology.

He is a clinical advisor                

for Network of Advisors in 
New York, which works with 
academicians who serve as 
short-term consultants, and a 
member of the advisory board of 
Health-e-Station, LLC in Atlanta, 
a company that provides walk-in 
telehealth clinics. He recently 
completed a six-year term 
on the Advisory Board of the 
Foundation for Blood Research’s 
Intelegen Genetics Clinical 
and Educational TeleOutreach 
Project. Dr. Stachura is MCG’s 
leader for the Siberian State 
Medical University-MCG 
Agreement in Telehealth.

Dr. Stachura came to MCG in 
1981 as chief of the Section of 
Endocrinology. He has directed 
the Center for Telehealth for   
nine years.

MCGHI named     
to top 100 list 

MCG Medical Center is the 
only hospital in Georgia named 
to the Community Value Index 
Top 100 hospitals list for 2007. 
The annual listing identifies 
the top hospitals nationally in 
terms of value to the community, 
defined as financial strength, 
reinvestment, cost of care      
and pricing.

“Being named to this 
prestigious list lets us know 
that we are succeeding in 
adding value to this community 
because we are financially 
viable, because we make the 
appropriate investments in our 
organization, because we 

maintain a low-cost structure 
and because we have reasonable 
charges,” said Don Snell, MCGHI 
president and CEO.

MCGHI has made the list 
three of the past four years. This 
year’s findings were published 
in Cleverley + Associates’ State 
of the Hospital Industry-2007 
edition. Ohio-based Cleverley 
+ Associates is a leading health 
care financial consulting firm 
that specializes in operational 
benchmarking and performance 
enhancement strategies.

Obituaries

The MCG community extends 
condolences to the family and 
friends of:

Bradford Wills, 74, a retired 
orthopedic technician in the 
Department of Ambulatory Care 
Services, who died April 6. He 
served MCG from 1957-96.

Gladys M. Bynes, 65, a retired 
service technician in the 
Department of Environmental 
Services, who passed away April 
7. She worked at MCG from 
1978-96.

Jeffery Blalock, 43, an IT 
specialist in the School of 
Medicine Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, who 
died April 15. Mr. Blalock had 
worked at MCG since 2003.

NEWSMAKERS...from page 13

Welcome Alumni
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NEXT DAY

DELIVERY!

final weekend!
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NO INTEREST FOR 38 MONTHS
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