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by Amy Connell

When the roles were reversed, 
Dr. Paul Weinberger truly learned 
the importance of patient- and 
family-centered care.

“I can really testify to how 
much difference it makes, not only 
in terms of outcomes, but how 
engaged the patients and the family 
are in achieving those outcomes,” 
says the fourth-year otolaryngology 
resident. “I try to treat every patient 
like I would want to be treated.”  

Dr. Weinberger was about to 
start his otolaryngology residency 
when he and wife Stacey brought 
their daughter, Lainey, to one of the 
department’s specialists. 

“She was coughing and choking 

after eating, and she had real 
problems with drinking liquids. She 
aspirated everything she drank, so 
she had to have thickened liquids,” 
Dr. Weinberger says of Lainey,   
then 2.

“We put liquid in a sippy cup 
with a straw and made her hold 
the cup down to her belly button, 
and it allowed her to swallow in 
the chin-tuck position,” says Dr. 
Lori M. Burkhead, speech-language 
pathologist and clinical research 
scientist. “So just by getting creative 
with this, we were able to lessen 
her burden. As you can imagine, 
a thickened liquid doesn’t really 
quench your thirst, so it opened up 
the enjoyment for Lainey to have 
regular liquids”

“Dr. Burkhead taught her how 
to do some of the compensatory 
strategies such as a chin tuck, 
which elevates the larynx and 
makes your swallows safer,” says 
Dr. Weinberger, who earned a 
biology degree from Georgia State 
University. “Usually, you can’t teach 
children this technique, but Dr. 
Burkhead was able to do it. It really 
helped Lainey have safe swallowing 
until we got her reflux controlled. 
For several years when we would 
sit down to dinner, she would say, 
‘Daddy, tuck your chin.’ It was 
really cute.”

MCG’s 2008 Resident of the Year 
draws on the experience with Dr. 

Research easy to swallow for 
MCG Resident of the Year

Dr. Paul Weinberger

MCG is seeking nominations for 
the Erie P. Blissit and Clay Adamson 
Facilities Management Employee of 
the Year Awards.

Both awards honor active, full-
time classified employees with 
at least one year of continuous 
employment. Recipients receive 
cash awards and have their names 
added to the respective plaques 
in the Human Resources Division 
and Facilities Offices and Shops 
Building.

The Erie P. Blissit Award honors 
excellent administrative, clerical 
and secretarial support and 
outstanding service. The award is 
made possible by an endowment 
fund established by James A. 
Blissit, vice president and Treasurer 

Emeritus of MCG, in memory of 
his late wife, Erie, who retired 
from MCG after 30 years of service. 
Mrs. Blissit served 17 years as an 
administrative assistant to the 
president.

The Clay Adamson Award 
is given to an employee in the 
Facilities Management Division, 
excluding senior management and 
department head positions, for 
outstanding service. The award 
was initiated last year by W. 
Clay Adamson Jr., director of the 
Physical Plant Division from 1968 
until his retirement from MCG in 
1997.

To nominate an employee for 
either award, pick up a nomination 
packet from the Human Resources 

front desk, print a copy of the 
nomination packet from the Human 
Resources Training and Education 
Web page at www.mcg.edu/hr/
training, or request a packet by 
e-mail from Wanda O’Brien at 
wobrien@mcg.edu.

The nomination deadline is 
Thursday, Aug. 21 at 5 p.m. All 
packets should be returned to 
Human Resources Training and 
Education, in room 1136 of the 
Annex.

Both awards will be presented 
during the annual Employee 
and Faculty Recognition Service 
Ceremony Thursday, Oct. 9.

For more information, contact 
Wanda O’Brien at ext. 1-4054.

Blissit, Adamson Award 
nominations sought

Along with the completed 
nomination form, the following 
information is needed:

description.

the employee exceeds normal job 
requirements.

documentation of outstanding 
performance and information 
regarding continuing education are 
strongly recommended.

be judged in areas of customer 
service, teamwork, continuous 
improvement, interpersonal skills, 
quality and delivery of service.

nominees will be judged in 
areas of initiative, attendance, 
productivity, resourcefulness, 
dedication, teamwork, continuous 
improvement, interpersonal skills, 
quality and delivery of service.

See Resident, page 16
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DEADLINES
for  Aug. 20 issue - Aug. 13 at noon
for  Sept. 3 issue - Aug. 27 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:

 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.

DQ for CMC
Select CSRA Dairy Queen stores will 

donate a portion of the sale of every 
Blizzard to the MCGHealth Children’s 
Medical Center during the third annual 
Miracle Treat Day, tomorrow, Aug. 7. 
Proceeds benefit programs and services for 
children and families.

To learn more: ext: 1-4004 or 
mcghealth.org/kids

Wellness Center special
During August, the Wellness Center 

is offering a free Instructional Program 
registration or 10 percent off the Apparatus 
Pilates package with the purchase of any 
Flex-month membership option greater 
than $18 per month.

Contact: ext. 1-6800 or www.mcg.edu/
wellness

Award nominations
Nominations for the Erie P. Blissit and 

Clay Adamson Facilities Management 
Employee of the Year Awards will be 
accepted through Aug. 21. Visit www.
mcg.edu/hr/training/index.html for 
requirements and nomination packets.

Privacy training
The Office of Human Research 

Protection will offer a Webinar Aug. 19 at 
8:30 a.m. on “Privacy and Confidentiality 
in Clinical Research.” A classroom session 
will be held at 3:30 p.m. in room 3302 of 
Pavilion III.

Contact: Kim Koss, ext. 1-1481

Education meeting
The Education Interest Group will meet 

Thursday, Aug. 21 from noon-1 p.m. in 
room 127 of the Greenblatt Library. A 
faculty panel from the five schools will 
discuss how they teach and evaluate 

communication skills. Chris White, 
associate dean for faculty development 
and educational achievement in the School 
of Medicine, will facilitate. The group is 
open to all faculty members.

Contact: Jeanne Aycox, ext. 1-3529

Dentists needed
The Department of Oral Health and 

Diagnostic Sciences needs part-time 
dentist volunteers to teach radiographic 
interpretation to dental students twice a 
week.

Contact Dr. Sajitha Kalathingal, ext. 
1-2264 or skalathingal@mcg.edu

Cancer fundraiser
The Comprehensive Cancer Clinic is 

collecting recipes from cancer survivors, 
their families and caregivers for a 
cookbook, proceeds of which will be 
donated to the forthcoming MCGHealth 
Cancer Center and the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life 25th Anniversary 
Year 2009.

For more information: ext. 1-3249 or 
1-8899

ALS Walk
The annual Walk to D’Feet ALS takes 

place Saturday, Oct. 4 at 10 a.m. at the 
Augusta Riverwalk. Dr. Michael Rivner 
and the MCG Shockers invite sponsors and 
new team members to participate.

Contact: Team captain Michelle 
Coleman, ext. 1-2681

Office Depot barred
Office Depot has been barred from 

doing business with the State of Georgia 
government. State agencies, including 
MCG, may not make purchases from Office 
Depot.

For more information: James Harris, 
jharris@mcg.edu

Tobacco cessation
The MCG Nursing Faculty Practice 

Group offers free tobacco-cessation 
treatment to eligible MCG employees and 
students and MCGHealth plan participants. 
Treatment includes medical screening 
to create a personalized treatment plan, 
group counseling and up to three months 
of medication therapy.

For details: ext. 1-8224 or cayates@mcg.
edu

Nicotine Anonymous
A Nicotine Anonymous support group 

meets Tuesdays from 5-6 p.m. in the 
Tobacco Treatment Clinic, Suite 1500, in 
the Health Sciences Building, for former 
tobacco users who want to stay tobacco-
free and current users who want to quit.

For more information: ext. 1-1195 or 
www.nicotine-anonynous.org

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and 
their immediate family at no charge. The 
sessions may cover any personal or work-
related area of concern and are held at 844 
Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the Aug. 20 edition, deadline is 

Aug. 13 at noon. For the Sept. 3 edition, 
deadline is Aug. 27 at noon. Send 
announcements or story ideas to beeper@
mcg.edu or contact Beeper Editor Sharron 
Walls at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) 
or swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing 
NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu and the 
Campus Events Calendar at www.calendar.
mcg.edu

PeopleSoft 8.9
Training Details in Next Issue
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by Amy Connell

Earl Stewart knew being 
accepted to his first-choice medical 
school would be difficult.

So he came home to Augusta this 
summer before beginning his senior 
year at Mercer University to get a 
head start.

“When I decided I wanted to 
be a cardiologist, I knew I wanted 
to attend the Medical College of 
Georgia,” says Earl. “My primary-
care physician is here, and I’ve 
always been treated as a person, 
not a case. I want to give my 
patients the same kind of care I’ve 
received.”

Dr. Mac Bowman, a University 
Hospital cardiologist and a 1977 
MCG School of Medicine graduate, 
urged Earl to participate in MCG’s 
Student Educational Enrichment 
Program. The seven-week program, 
held this year May 31-July 18, 
exposes high school and college 
students to health sciences 
university coursework and accepts 
approximately 55 students each 
summer.

“SEEP allows under-represented 
and disadvantaged students in high 
school and college to experience the 
environment of a health sciences 
university,” says Linda James, 
program director. “MCG faculty, 
students and local professors teach 
courses and present seminars these 
students will need going into a 
health sciences profession.”

Coursework includes biology, 
chemistry, cells and tissues, critical 
reading and medical writing, along 
with intense preparation for medical 
and dental admissions tests.

“This is my second year in SEEP, 
and it has helped me tremendously. 
My first year, I participated at the 
intermediate level, and this year 
at the advanced level,” says Earl, 
a biology major. “I definitely feel 
more prepared, and hopefully 
by fall 2009 I’ll be on my way to 
achieving my dream of becoming a 
cardiologist practicing in Augusta.”

The Augusta native first learned 
of the program while attending 
A.R. Johnson Health Science & 
Engineering Magnet High School, 
with which MCG has an expanding 
partnership aimed at increasing 
career opportunities in health care 
for high school students.

“A.R. Johnson provided excellent 
physician-shadowing experiences 
at MCG,” Earl says. “Those 
experiences also made me realize I 
want to be in a career that doesn’t 
just help people, but helps people 
help themselves. I know this is 
what God wants me to do, and I 
don’t want to turn back because it’s 
such a rewarding career.”

LaDawn Hackett’s career choice 
wasn’t always as clear, but another 

MCG pipeline program eased her 
path.

The Buford, Ga., native wanted 
to be a teacher until age 11, when 
she went for a checkup with her 
new pediatrician.

“Previously, all my other 
physicians were older, white males 
who seemed more interested in 
talking to my mother or aunt than 
to me,” says LaDawn. “But my new 
pediatrician greeted me and asked 
me how I was feeling. It really 
made me change my perception 
of physicians, and I knew then I 
wanted to be a doctor.”

But she was encouraged to 

pursue a different career after 
graduating from Spelman College 
with a biology degree.

“I had no prospects for medical 
school, and my senior adviser told 
me I should pick another career,” 
LaDawn says. “I was definitely 
disappointed, and then I realized 
that no one decides who I want to 
be but me.”

She took baccalaureate classes 
at Georgia State University, retook 
the Medical College Admission Test 
and began working for a cardiology 
practice near her hometown. Her 

MCG pipeline programs pave 
way to health care careers
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Earl Stewart

LaDawn Hackett

re/max masters, inc
cyndi harrell, crs

certified new home specialist™
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• 100% Financing Available

• Convenient Location

• Sidewalk Community

• Ranch & 2 Story 

• Multitude of Plans 

• Garages

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday • 2pm-6pm : Sunday • 2pm-5pm

Phase I Close-Out!
Aylesbury Commons

Open floor plan, ranch style, soaring 
vaulted ceiling in greatroom, 3 BR, 

2 BA, privacy fenced backyard, deck. 
$137,900.

3009 Brockham Court
Over 1500 sq. ft., 3 Bdrm, 2 1/2 

Ba, greatroom w/fireplace, kitchen 
w/stained cabinets, ceramic tile floor, 

breakfast bar & dining area. $139,900.

2921 Aylesbury Drive

Voted Augusta’s Best Barber Shop For 16 Years!
You’ll Look Great!

with a haircut from

2522 Wrightsboro Rd. • 706.736.7230
(Just before Daniel Field Airport)

M-F 9-6 • Sat 9-3 R115268•BP012308

It’s Your Call.
Compliance Hotline
1-800-576-6623

See Pipeline, page 6
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by Paula Hinely

A video celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of the School of Allied 
Health Sciences has earned MCG 
videographer Tim Johnson a Bronze 
Telly Award.

Mr. Johnson co-produced 
Remembering 40 Years of Excellence, 
which debuted during MCG 
Homecoming in April, with Dean 
Shelley C. Mishoe, Dr. W. Kent 
Guion, associate dean for student, 
faculty and community affairs, and 
Grace Miller, the school’s director of 
advancement.

The video features historical 
footage and photographs and 
interviews with the school’s 
founding dean, the late Raymond 
Bard, via archival footage, Dean 
Emeritus Biagio Vericella and Dean 
Mishoe. MCG President Daniel 
W. Rahn and Provost Barry D. 
Goldstein also are featured.

The Telly Awards honor video 
and film productions and local, 

regional and cable commercials 
and programs and are considered 
premier awards for the industry. 
This year’s 29th annual competition 
received 13,500 entries from all 
50 states and across the world. 
Entries don’t compete against each 
other, but against a high standard 
of excellence, with only 18 to 25 
percent of entrants receiving a 
Bronze Telly Award for outstanding 
achievement.

Mr. Johnson, who joined the 
university in 2004, has garnered five 
national awards at MCG, including 
two Telly Awards for other School 
of Allied Health Sciences videos: a 
2005 Silver Telly, the highest honor, 
for To Teach, Discover and Care, and 
a 2007 Bronze Telly for If Given the 
Opportunity. He received the Health 
and Science Communications 
Association’s Silver Award and 
the Admissions Advertising Award 
for his video, A Closer Look: MCG 
Admissions. In Augusta’s Southern 
Fried Flicks Film Festival, he 

received the 2005 award for Best 
Short Feature and the 2006 award 
for Best Local Feature.

To view Remembering 40 Years 
of Excellence, visit www.mcg.edu/
sah/40/video-40-tribute.php.

School of Allied Health Sciences 
video receives Telly Award

Dean Shelley Mishoe (from left), Dr. W. Kent Guion, Tim Johnson and Grace Miller
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The following courses are offered free to MCG employees through the 
Division of Human Resources’ training and education department. To view 
class descriptions and register online, visit www.mcg.edu/hr/training. All 
classes are held in room 1151 of the Annex unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact Joel Smith, ext. 1-0343.

September
Sept. 2 9-11 a.m. Word 2007: Level 1
Sept. 2 2-4 p.m. E-mail Essentials
Sept. 3 9-11 a.m. How to Effectively Train and
   Orient Your Employees
Sept. 3 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series: Module 1
Sept. 4 9-11 a.m. Business Etiquette    
Sept. 4 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9:
   Basic Navigation and Reports
Sept. 5 9-11 a.m. Proactive Customer Service   
Sept. 5 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series: Module 2
Sept. 8 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG     
Sept. 8 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9:
   Basic Navigation and Reports-Inquiries
Sept. 9 9-11 a.m. Customer Service for Managers: Module 1
Sept. 9 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9: MCG Grants 
Sept. 10 9-11 a.m. Resolving Workplace Conflict
Sept. 10 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series: Module 3
Sept. 11 9-11 a.m. Customer Service for Managers: Module 2
Sept. 11 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9:
   Basic Navigation and Reports
Sept. 12 8:30-11:30 a.m. Business Writing
Sept. 12 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series: Module 4
Sept. 15 9-11 a.m. Word Level II   
Sept. 15 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9:
   Basic Navigation and Reports-Inquiries
Sept. 16 9-10 a.m. P-Card New Training
Sept. 16 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9: MCG Grants 
Sept. 17 2-4 p.m. Customer Service Certificate Series: Module 5
Sept. 22 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
Sept. 22 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9:
   Basic Navigation and Reports-Inquiries
Sept. 23 9-10 a.m. P-Card Works Training
Sept. 23 1-4 p.m. ePAR Training
Sept. 24 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9: MCG Grants 
Sept. 25 8:30-11:30 a.m. ePAR Training
Sept. 26 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9:
   Basic Navigation and Reports
Sept. 29 1-3 p.m. PeopleSoft Financials V8.9:
   Basic Navigation and Reports-Inquiries 
Sept. 30 9-11 a.m. Coaching Employees to Improve Performance
 
Registration guidelines

 available at www.mcg.edu/hr/training.

 Waiting-list registrants are notified of vacancies and moved into the
 classes as cancellations are received.

Learning Curve

PeopleSoft 8.9
Training Details in Next Issue
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Johnny Gosier

grandmother became ill a few years 
later, and LaDawn put everything 
on hold to care for her.

“When you go through a 
situation like that, you don’t think 
about what’s going on; you just 
know what has to be done,” she 
says. “For me, her funeral was sort 
of like a rebirth; it recharged me to 
pursue my dream of becoming a 
doctor.”

LaDawn heard about an MCG 
event at Clark Atlanta University 
introducing students to the Pre-
Matriculation Program. She rushed 
from work to get there, almost 
missing the opportunity to speak to 
representatives.

“[MCG representatives] were so 
nice, kind and encouraging. They 
told me to take more classes before 
applying, so I did,” says LaDawn.

After earning a master’s degree 
in biomedical sciences from the 
Georgia campus of the Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine in 
May, LaDawn felt ready to apply 
and was accepted to the MCG 
School of Medicine.

A non-traditional student at age 
30, she was invited to the Pre-
Matriculation Program to prepare 
for her new career path.

The six-week program helps 

entering medical, dental and 
graduate studies students adjust 
to MCG’s academic and social 
environment. Participants receive 
intense coursework in anatomy, 
histology, biochemistry, physiology, 
essentials of clinical medicine and 
dental clinical orientations.

Johnny Gosier says these courses 
will help him carry on a family 
tradition: becoming a dentist.

“I will make the ninth dentist in 
my family, and I’ll be the fifth to 
come to MCG,” he says. “Working 
with my cousin, Ulysses Marable, 
really showed me a new aspect 
of dentistry, and that experience 
definitely gave me the opportunity 
to say, ‘Hey, this is the right choice 
for me.’”

Johnny grew up in rural Dixie, 
Ga., and participated in SEEP last 
year while at Fort Valley State 
University. He graduated with a 
degree in animal science in May 
and is in the Pre-Matriculation 
Program this year. He begins dental 
school at MCG in the fall.

“The classes I took last year 
really helped me in my college 
classes at Fort Valley,” says 
Johnny. “And with the dental 
school component, we did mock 
interviews, and I got to experience 

what applying was really like. That 
was a really great experience.

“I chose to come back this 
year because I can’t go wrong; 
it’s knowledge,” he says. “If I had 
stayed at home this summer, I 
would have sat around, not doing 
anything. I thought, ‘Why not come 
and do schoolwork? What better 
experience?’”

Johnny wants to return to 
south Georgia to practice general 
dentistry.

“I’m a country boy. I’m used 
to dirt roads, fields and having 

my space,” he says. “I’m looking 
forward to seeing how a patient’s 
self-esteem will change just with 
a pair of dentures. It’s amazing 
how you can transform a person’s 
smile.”

“We hope the program will better 
prepare students for their advanced 
education in health care here at 
MCG,” says Wilma Sykes-Brown, 
assistant dean for Educational 
Outreach and Partnerships in the 
School of Medicine.

With continuous state funding 
since its inception in 1970, SEEP 

has seen 80 percent of participants 
go on to enroll in a health sciences 
university.

Students in both programs 
were awarded for outstanding 
performance at a banquet July 18 
at the Augusta Marriott & Suites, 
with School of Medicine Dean D. 
Douglas Miller the guest speaker.

For more information about 
the programs, contact the Office 
of Educational Outreach and 
Partnerships at ext. 1-2522 or visit 
www.mcg.edu/careers/specop/.

PIPELINE...from page 3
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I Specialize Too.... in making your dreams 
of buying a home come true!!

(offi ce)
706-855-SOLD

(direct)
706-513-1022

R119560•BP051408

Vice President/Associate Broker • GRI - Graduate Realtor Institute
ABR - Accedited Buyer Representative • SRS - Seller Representative Specialist

Look for these designations when choosing a REALTOR!
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by Amy Connell

Dr. Andria Thomas, associate 
professor in the School of Medicine, 
is the school’s first associate dean 
for evaluation.

“Dr. Thomas provides 
outstanding program management 
support to the School of Medicine,” 
says Dean D. Douglas Miller. “This 
fact was recently recognized by 
the Liaison Committee on Medical 
Education, which observed that 
the Office of Evaluation Services 
was a key institutional strength 
in our eight-year reaccreditation 
report. Her skill in using technology 
as a tool is remarkable, as is her 
capacity to collaborate with others 
to upgrade the applicability of 
our student, resident and faculty 
evaluation platform.”

Dr. Thomas will direct all aspects 
of School of Medicine evaluation, 
including that of students, faculty 
and programs on all campuses. 
She will oversee a comprehensive 
education program evaluation 
system and create and maintain 
related databases.

Dr. Thomas came to MCG in 
2001 from the University of Toledo 
in Ohio. She is a member of MCG’s 
Curriculum Oversight Committee, 
Career Development and Education 
Center, School of Medicine 
Evaluation Team and University 
Assessment Committee for SACS 
Review. She received a 2006 

Outstanding Service Award from 
MCG’s Academic Council.

She is a reviewer of Annals 
of Family Medicine, Annals of 
Behavioral Sciences in Medical 
Education and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s 
Preventing Chronic Disease.

Dr. Thomas is a member of the 
Association of American Medical 
Colleges’ Southern Group on 
Educational Affairs, Research in 
Medical Education Committee on 
Resident Training, Southern Group 
on Educational Affairs Steering 
Committee and Augusta Area 
Psychological Association.

Dr. Thomas named 
associate dean for 
evaluation

Dr. Andria Thomas

by Sharron Walls

It never hurts to do a bit of 
self-evaluation. MCG is about to 
embark on a continuous, university-
wide self-assessment that will 
cycle through areas of examination 
during a two-and-a-half year period.

“Every department and unit 
on this campus works to support 
institutional effectiveness,” says 
President Daniel W. Rahn, pointing 
out that “establishing goals, 
assessing performance and using 
the results of assessment to make 
improvements” should be priorities 
in every segment of campus.

To make the process as effective, 
consistent and straightforward as 

possible, the Office of Institutional 
Audit and Compliance has 
developed a Departmental Self-
Assessment Tool, created to assist 
with evaluations and establishment 
of internal controls. For each area 
of assessment, the guide provides 
objectives, risk levels, criteria, 
weaknesses, helpful tools, MCG 
contact and information resources, 
case scenarios, best business 
practices and a questionnaire.

The tool was a year in the 
making, according to Crystal Corey, 
internal auditor and project lead. 
Tailored specifically to MCG, it 
covers 36 areas. 

“We want people to be very 
open and honest,” says Ms. Corey, 

stressing that the information is for 
internal use only. 

The project will begin Oct. 1, 
with a due date of Nov. 21 for the 
first six areas. All schools, units, 
departments and centers on campus 
will participate. Representatives 
from each segment of campus will 
participate in training to guide the 
process.

Training is scheduled for Aug. 
26 from 8 a.m.-noon and Aug. 27 
from noon-4 p.m. in the Small 
Auditorium. Register by Aug. 
22 by contacting Lisa Carrier in 
the Office of Institutional Audit 
and Compliance, ext. 1-2661 or 
lcarrier@mcg.edu.

Control self-assessment 
initiative gears up

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus
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by Sharron Walls

What’s summer without 
summer camp? For a group of 31 
occupational therapy students, a 
week at Camp TBI in Rutledge, Ga., 
July 12-18 put their curriculum to 
good use.

As part of their Level I fieldwork, 
the student volunteers helped 27 
campers age 9-21 with traumatic 
brain injuries in recreational and 
daily living activities, and cared 
for them 24/7. This year’s theme, 
“Under the Big Top,” provided 
plenty of opportunity for fun and 
games, some of which the students 
helped plan.

“It was a unifying event for the 
first-year students, facilitating all of 
their learning,” said Dr. Ben Herz, 
assistant professor of occupational 
therapy and liaison for the program.

The camp is sponsored by the 
Walton Foundation and supported 
by grants.

OT students bolster skills at camp

Camper Jimmy Freels and OT student Laurie Allen clowning around 
before breakfast

Amanda Russo splashes around with Gerald Lyons

Natalie Muchnick (left) and Celia Perry 

help Khalyle Cleveland prepare a bow
Chasity Carter gives Deidre Goode tips on her swing

Jason Shew gives camper RJ Moultin a hand

Meagin Knight (from left), Mary Catherine Thompson, Annie Smith and Amber 
Barbree are ready to start strokin’

Everybody loves 
a clown: Tyler 
Cox (from left), 
Amber Barbree, 
Annie Smith, 
Mary Catherine 
Thompson, 
Meagin Knight, 
Megan Parker, 
Kate Baly and 
Alexis Butler 
(sitting)
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106 E. Martintown Road 
North Augusta
803.441.8300 

www.oldesouthrealty.com

* Visit any of Olde South’s listings for a chance to win a Green Jackets package which includes 4 box seats & a parking pass. You can also register at our office.

Olde South... Your Home Team Advantage WIN 
GREEN JACKETS

TICKETS*

Liz Berry 
706.627.2047

Kamey Hawk 
706.513.4891

Jamie Paull 
706.564.8599

Thomas Paull 
803.474.2441

Leo Rice 
706.267.6691

Gloria Turner 
803.640.5662

Popular split floor plan. 
3 BR, 2BA recently updat-
ed with new carpet, vinyl 
flooring, and some new 
appliances. 2 car garage 
with automatic sprinklers 

in the front yard. 
Priced at $144,900. 
Call Thomas Paull 

803.474.2441

Hunters

Gate
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Go Green!
Mossy Oak a North 

Augusta new 
neighborhood. 3BR, 

2BA, double car 
garage. This Blu- 

Wood/environmen-
tally friend home will 
be ready in Summer 
2008. Call Gloria at 

803.640.5662.

Beech Island, SC.
3BR, 2BA, doublewide, 

large eat-in kitchen, 
firplace in den, lovely 

front porch & spacious 
back deck. $68,000.

Liz Berry 
706.627.2047

Shetland Acres - 
Grovetown, 3BR, 2BA, 
4.43 acres in Columbia 
County, second mobile 

home on property 
currently used for 
storage. $78,000. 
Call Kamey Hawk 

706.513.4891 

Are You Interested In A 
Career In Real Estate?

If so, call Bert Ellis 
at 706.993.6408 

or email 
bellis@oldesouthrealty.com

Brand new neighborhood 
in North Augusta. This 

beautiful 4 BR, 2 BA house 
will be using Blu-Wood to 
prevent mold & termites. 
Close to downtown North 

Augusta and minutes 
away from Augusta (MCG 
& University hospitals). 
Ready by late summer/

early fall 2008. Call Jamie 
Paull 706.564.8599

MOSSY

OAK

Jackson, SC
Very nice 

neighborhood, 
3BR, 2BA, 

double carport.
$98,500

Call Leo Rice 
706.267.6691
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Rob Fagan
20 Years of Local 

Experience

Handyman servicE

706.829.2452
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“We treat you home like it’s our own!”

Call for estimates

www.hometimehandyman.com

• Carpentry & Minor Plumbing Repairs

• Ceiling Fan, Light & Other Installations

• All Types of Home Repair

ATLANTA AIRPORT
Reliable

Convenient
Affordable

39 Trips Weekly to 
Atlanta Hartsfield International Airport

Serving Augusta since 1998

4389 W Maysfield Drive • Augusta, GA 30909
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FACULTY
School of Allied
Health Sciences
 Lisa Kessler

School of Nursing
 Andrea Monique Boyd
 

STAFF
School of Dentistry
 Leigh E. Flanders
 Marques Jamar Scales
 Joan Paula TenBroeck

School of Medicine
 Stachina M. Pringle
 Rebecca B. Rote
 Amber Nicole Smith

 Residents
  Eduardo Enrique Britton-
   Vidal, dentistry
  Eric K. Newcott, OB/GYN
  Moonkyung C. Schubert,
   medicine

Continuing Education
 Carson Helen Barnard

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare
 Patricia Marie Glisson
 Ramekia N. Jordan
 Martin Glenn McGregor
 Winnie Ray Olson
 Brenda Gail Tolleson
 Christopher C. Tucker
 Elaine Theresa Watts
 Georgianna Harper White

Greenblatt Library
 Patricia Ann Adams
 Mary Ann Jones

Human Resources
 Joel E. Smith

Materials Management
 Beverly Sue Simpers

MCG Cancer Center
 John Kenneth Cowell
 LesleyAnn Hawthorn
 Laura Somers Logue

University Advancement
 Hayden A. Hutchison

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

• Pizza

• Calzones

• Hoagies

• Full Bar

Open 
7 Days A Week!

100 + Beers
Call 706-828-5578 

for TakeOut
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by Sharron Walls

Junior and senior undergraduate 
nursing students without a personal 
laptop computer can check one 
out through the Nursing Workforce 
Diversity Program, funded by the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services Health Resources and 
Services Administration.

“Augmenting the educational 
experience with technology enables 
students to devote more time to 
academic studies,” according to Dr. 
Deborah Smith, program director. 
Recipients are required to attend free 
peer-led study sessions in certain 
courses. They also receive support 
from senior students who serve as 
tutors and can identify with the 
day-to-day challenges of completing 
nursing school.

“Provision of loaner laptops is yet 
another way to provide support to 
students who are under-represented 
in nursing,” said Dr. Shirley 
Quarles, co-program director. The 
program focuses on building nursing 
workforce diversity.

Nursing students check out their loaned computers.

Nursing students receive 
laptop loaners
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Training Details in Next Issue
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Full Service Hours: Mon-Sat: 9-6 • Sun: 11-6 • Express Wash Hours: Mon-Sat: 8-7 • Sun: 11-6
Hours may vary due to weather or location

DOWNTOWN
1022 Walton Way

Lots of Time?

Next to Johnson Motor Co.
706-722-4109 (Closed Sun)

MARTINEZ
3853 Washington Rd.

Across from West Town
706-868-1550

AUGUSTA MALL
3425 Wrightboro Rd.

Across from the mall
706-738-1300

SOUTH AUGUSTA
3552 Windsor Spring Rd.

Next to Sprint Gas
706-793-3962
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Quick Lube
 & Wash

Locations

EVANS
512 N. Belair Rd.

Across from Evans Cinemas
706-868-1450

WASHINGTON RD.
2841 Washington Rd.

Next to Red Lobster
706-738-0753

Enjoy Our 
FULL SERVICE

Car Wash!

Zip Thru Our
3 MINUTE EXPRESS

Car Wash!

No Time?

(FREE Vacuums!)

SPECIAL OFFERS!

Valid at Evans & Washington Rd.
(next to Red Lobster) locations. 

Not valid with any other offers or specials.

FREE 
Full Service Wash & 

$5 Off Oil Change 
& Lube

Expires 8/30/08

Gift Cards
20% Bonus Value
Added To Each Purchase
Buy a gift card & we’ll add 20% more to the value 
you purchase. Not valid with any other offers or 

specials. No coupon necessary.

Looks Just Like Paint, 
Lasts Like Vinyl

WWW.STOPPAINTINGNOW.COM

Never
Paint
Again! 706-434-8200

Free Estimates This Week!

20%
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G. Sherris Liquid Vinyl Authorized Dealers: Aiken, Columbia, Charleston and Hilton Head, SC, 
Augusta, Savannah, Atlanta and Athens, GA, Panama City and Spring Hill, FL, Charlotte, NC

Dr. Buckley 
appointed to board

Dr. Peter F. Buckley, chair of the 
Department 
of Psychiatry 
and Health 
Behavior and 
associate dean 
for leadership 
development 
in the School 
of Medicine, 
has been 
appointed 
to the Board 

of Directors of the American 
Psychiatric Institute for Research 
and Education.

He will serve a four-year 
term. The institute contributes to 
psychiatric practice and policy and 
supports educational and research 
initiatives that improve patient care.

Dr. Sandra B. Sexson, chief of the 

Section of Child, Adolescent and 
Family Psychiatry, is serving her 
third year as the Council on Medical 
Education and Lifelong Learning’s  
representative to the institute.

Dr. Buckley also is a member of 
that council as well as the Research 
Mentorship Colloquium of the 
American Psychiatric Institute for 
Research and Education. He chairs 
the National Institute of Mental 
Health’s Data and Safety Monitoring 
Board Subcommittee and is the 
inaugural chair of that institute’s 
Interventions Committee for 
Schizophrenia Spectrum Disorders, 
Personality Disorders and Disorders 
of Late Life. He is a special 
member of the Review Panel of the 
institute’s Mental Health Centers 
for Intervention Development 
and Applied Research and Special 
Emphasis Panel.

He is president of the 
American Association of Chairs of 

Departments of Psychiatry and a 
member of the National Foundation 
for Mental Health Board of Directors 
and the International Congress on 
Schizophrenia Advisory Board.

Obituaries

The MCG community extends 
condolences to the friends and 
family of:

James O Ellegood, 81, a retired 
assistant professor of physiology 
and endocrinology,

who died July 5. He was with 
MCG from 1960-90.

Geneva Washington, 67, a 
retired sterile-supply specialist in 
Central Supply, who died

July 18. She was with MCG from 
1985-2000.

Newsmakers
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Leigh Mangrum takes a child’s blood pressure during Summer Safety for Kids Day July 18. She 
was one of 12 clinical nurse leader students providing safety tips and general health screenings 
for children at Underwood Homes, an Augusta public housing community. The students chose the 
project after assessing community health needs.

Kid stuff
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Campus Beat
Periodic reports of crime-related 

news on campus are posted in 
compliance with federal, state and 
local laws to maximize campus 
safety and awareness. To report 
crimes, suspicious activity or 
information regarding reported 
incident(s), call the MCG Public 
Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or 
2911 from a cellular phone.

Entering an 
automobile

On July 21, someone broke a 
window and took items from a 
vehicle parked in MCG Parking 
Deck 4, adjacent to the Student 
Center.

On July 27, in MCGHealth 
Parking Deck 21 next to the 
Ambulatory Care Center, a 
window was broken and items 
were taken from a parked vehicle.

FOR LEASE

CALL TODAY - 706-738-8586

2 BR Townhomes, Washer Dryer/ Microwave
Central Heat & Air/ Hardwood Floors

Bransford Townhomes
Hill Area • 2 miles to MCG

$575 per month
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Subscribe to 
Need To Know 

Daily Digest
my.mcg.edu

12 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1. Neonatal lupus symptom
  5. Flow out slowly
  9. Prefix with coagulant and diuretic
10. Start of a college name
11. Available for immediate use
12. Theater sections
14. Early 7th-century year
15. End of a tumor 
16. __ shock; battle fatigue
19. Possible results of extreme hyperglycemia
21. __ gland; breast
22. Fraternity letter
24. Vasa __; arterioles that supply blood to the kidney
27. Hair covering
28. __ of vitriol; sulfuric acid
29. Onychomycosis sites
32. AMA and NBA
34. Magnavox competitors
35. Soft cheese
36. Medicinal amts.
37. Home in Barcelona

DOWN
  1. Dressing choice
  2. Cyclizine and Tropisetron
  3. RR depot
  4. Bony projection of the femur
  5. Tablecloth shape, often: abbr.
  6. Acapulco gold
  7. Blood vessel-invading infection
  8. Colonoscopy preparation
11. Drug tragedies, for short
13. Scandinavian airline letters
17. Ecclesiastical lang.
18. Monogram for the author of “Little Women”
19. Sonata or Prelude
20. Unprocessed material
22. Cable network now called SpikeTV
23. Muscular organ
25. Dermatophytosis of the keratin
26. Capp and Gore
30. Sitter’s item
31. Draft board: abbr.
32. Opening trio
33. Fem. title

beeper 
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on 15th Street 
across from the MCG Annex

$499

(706)724-3302

All You Can Eat!

We
Deliver!

11:00 - 1:30 • Mon - Fri
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(or 2 for $9.98, drinks not included, 
must present coupon, 1 coupon per visit)

Lunch Buffet!

New Menu Items At
Wings Toasted 

Sandwiches• Bone-Out
• Bone-In

• Traditional
• Pasta

• Taters & Curly Fries
WING STREET
WINGS
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by Jennifer Hilliard

A painless, portable device that 
uses electrical current rather than 
X-ray to detect breast cancer may 
be an alternative to traditional 
mammograms.

MCG is one of 20 centers 
internationally and the only place 
in Georgia studying new technology 
developed by Z-Tech Inc., to 
compare traditional mammograms 
with impedence scanning, a 
technique based on evidence that 
electrical current passes through 
cancerous tissue differently than 
through normal tissue.

This phase of the study will 
focus on women age 40-50. Older 
women tend to have lighter breast 
tissue than younger women, so 
cancer is easier to find, says Dr. 
James Craft, MCG radiologist and 
principal investigator on the study. 
Mammograms, also performed in 
the study, are more accurate in this 
population, so this phase will be a 
tough test of the new technology, 
he says. The first phase of the 

study, which began in 2005, was 
open to women of all ages.

“Normal breast tissue is very 
dense, especially in younger 
women, and can hide tumors,” Dr. 
Craft says. “While we’ve known for 
a while that water flows more freely 
through cancerous cells, we also 
know that electrical current flows 
easier through cancerous and tumor 
tissue.”

The Z-Tech scan works by 
placing a flower-shaped grouping 
of electrodes over each breast and 
sending a small, painless amount 
of electricity through them. Unlike 
traditional mammography, the scan 
does not involve breast compression 
or radiation.

“It’s like doing an EKG of the 
breast,” Dr. Craft says.

A computer immediately 
calculates and presents a report 
based on the electrical signature of 
the breast tissue.

However, for study purposes, 
neither Dr. Craft nor the patient 
will know the results. Patients must 
undergo a mammogram within 90 

days, which Dr. Craft interprets. 
Z-Tech compares those results to 
the electrical study.

The test – called HEDA, or 
Homologous Electrical Difference 
Analysis –should help find 
more cancers, though Dr. Craft 
doubts it will replace traditional 
mammography.

“This method doesn’t use 
radiation, it’s portable and there 
is no pain associated with the 
squeezing that mammograms 
require,” he says. “I can see it being 
used as an additional test. I don’t 
think it will replace mammography, 
but it could increase our chances of 
catching breast cancer.”

The second phase of the Z-Tech 
trial is open to women age 40-50 
having routine mammograms as 
well as those who have a suspicious 
lump scheduled for biopsy.

For more information, call 
Charlene Weathers, nurse, study 
coordinator and sub-investigator at 
ext. 1-9437 or 1-9680.

New breast cancer test may 
augment mammograms

Study Coordinator Charlene Weathers (left) and Dr. James Craft
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Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE

R110214•BP081607
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R119185•S051508

Locally 
Owned & 
Operated 
By Susan 
& Andy 
Maxwell www.clearchoicewindowtreatments-northaugusta.com

R120432•BP062508

Send photos and stories about your pets to Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette

Julie Kelley’s kids named these kittens Simba and Nala after characters in “The Lion King.” It was 
the first litter for their cat, Annie, and when the kittens disappeared, the family thought they hadn’t 
survived. “To our surprise, four weeks after she gave birth, she brought them to our front porch,” says 
Julie. “After being thoroughly loved on by my four children, Annie took them back to wherever she 
had them stashed.” Eventually, says Julie, an office specialist in LSIC/Tech Transfer, Annie brought the 
little ones home to stay.

Rice compound can reduce 
diabetes complications
by Toni Baker

You may want to soak your 
brown rice.

The process unleashes a 
compound that can reduce diabetes-
related complications, according to 
MCG researchers.

“Some active ingredients 
generated as a result of the 
germination process are beneficial,” 
said Dr. Robert K. Yu, director 
of MCG’s Institute of Molecular 
Medicine and Genetics and Institute 
of Neuroscience.

The research, published online in 
the Journal of Lipid Research, shows 
the compound, a growth factor 
called acylated steryl glucosides, 
helps normalize blood sugar and 
enzymes.

The compound is activated 
in brown rice germ after about 
24 hours in water. The scientists 
studied the effects on a diabetic 
animal model, comparing blood 

sugar levels to animals fed white or 
unsoaked brown rice.

“When blood sugar levels 
increase, the metabolic balance 
changes,” said Dr. Seigo Usuki, an 
MCG neurobiologist and the paper’s 
first author. “The growth factor 
increases levels of good enzymes 
that are decreased in diabetes.” 
By optimizing the health of nerve 
membranes and blood vessels, these 
enzymes can preclude potential 
diabetes maladies such as vision 
loss and limb amputation.

Fancl Hatsuga Genmai Co., Ltd., 
in Yokohama, Japan, which funded 
the study, is working with Dr. Usuki 
on a supplement for the compound. 
“The advantage of knowing this key 
ingredient is we can now make a 
ton of it,” Dr. Yu said. “You don’t 
have to rely on rice to get this 
beneficial effect.”

The germ also contains vitamins, 
minerals and fiber that benefit 
health in general. Drs. Seigo Usuki (left) and Robert K. Yu
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HOUSE FOR RENT
HARRISBURG  AREA

3BR 2 BA
$600 MO.

DEPOSIT REQUIRED
CENTRAL  HVAC
FENCED YARD
706-294-5933

HOUSE & COTTAGE FOR RENT
GREAT  FOR SEVERAL STUDENTS AT MCG OR

AUGUSTA STATE

HOUSE (2524 AQ. FT.)
SBR 1.5 BATHS

$1000 MO

COTTAGE (786 SQ FT)
2BR 1 BATHS

$400 MO
CITY BUSLINE

DEPOSITS REQUIRED
706-294-5933

535 Houses
For Rent

535 Houses
For Rent

NEWLY RENOVATED
Hill Apartments (near

MCG). New Appli-
ances, tenant laundry,

tenant parking lot. 
 Water and trash 
pickup included.
803.279.5134

WHEELER RD 
(Hillwood Sub) Augusta

4BR/2Ba, formal  DR/LR,
Den, kit w/breakfast nook,

D/W, CH/A, sunroom,
fenced rear yard. 

NO PETS!!!. 
$1075/mo. 

Call  (706) 564-3968.

2br 1ba Brick Duplex
on Hill Central Ave at

Whitney St - 5 min MCG
Central air, total electric
washer/dryer included
Paneled living & dining

w/shelving, Ceiling fans,
attic storage.

$599/mo. $500 dep.
Call 706-667-8638

510 Apartments
For Rent 

535 Houses
For Rent

CAN DELIVER!!!!

New Twin mattress set  in
plastic,  $95. 

  QUEEN PILLOWTOP
MATTRESS SET. New in

plastic. $80. 

BRAND NEW KING PIL-
LOWTOP Mattress Set.

$180. 

CHERRY SLEIGH BED
Solid wood  $175   

5 PC CHERRY Finish
BEDROOM SET  $295

NEW FULL mattress  set
$115 

New  Queen Metal Bed w/
Mattress Set $330

New Microfiber Sofa and
loveseat w/ 3 pc Coffee

Table Set $595

New Bunkbed solid wood
in box $150

706.284.8691

2001 JEEP WRANGLER
Low  miles  – only  43,150
Manual  transmission.  Air,
SC, 4 wheel drive, cruise.
Great  condition.  Green
w/tan  top  &  interior.
$12,000.  Call  706-481-
9742. After 6:00 p.m.

445 Furniture

205 Autos-
Personal
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Building a new home or need to replace an existing roof?
This is the only roof you will ever need!
LIFETIME WARRANTY
• Stone Coated Metal Shingle
• Beautiful Colors
• 5 Patterns
• Won’t Burn
• Won’t Blow Off
• Won’t Break or Crack
• Hail Resistant
• Energy Effi cient
• Earth Friendly

Superior Roof Systems
Certifi ed Distributor & Contractor Dane Rote

rotiet2@yahoo.com
Offi ce • 803.279.6568 / Cell • 706.726.1782
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Burkhead and his daughter when 
treating patients in otolaryngology, 
a specialty dealing with ear, nose, 
throat and head and neck disorders.

His compassion, commitment 
to patient- and family-centered 
care and warm bedside manner 
prompted Dr. David Terris, chair of 
the Department of Otolaryngology 
and Porubsky Distinguished Chair 
in Otolaryngology, to nominate him 
for the award.

“Paul can frequently be found 
staying late to comfort a family 
member or lending support to a 
fellow resident,” Dr. Terris wrote 
in his nomination letter. “He 
epitomizes unselfish, team-playing 
behavior that each of us would 
like to see in our doctor or in our 
classmate or in our friend.”

Dr. Terris met Dr. Weinberger as 
a third-year medical student and 
encouraged him to pursue research 
as part of his studies. 

“I had done a little bit of basic 
science research [as an] undergrad, 
but I hated it. I went to Dr. Terris 
and said, ‘Hey, I want to do ENT.’ 
So he sat down and talked to me, 
which was very unusual for a 
department chair to sit down with 
a third-year student,” says Dr. 
Weinberger.  

“He said that if I wanted to 
pursue academics, I should really 
think about clinical research. He 
said that it’s really important to 
start early, because you can’t ever 
go back and do it.”

A week after the conversation, 
Dr. Weinberger received an 
application for a one-year research 
fellowship.

“I thought, ‘There’s no way I’m 
getting this.’ But I ended up getting 
selected and went to Yale for a 
year,” says Dr. Weinberger. “I love 
doing clinical research where you 
can really see how this would affect 
patients immediately.” 

He studies head and neck cancer 
related to HPV, one of the most 
common sexually transmitted 
diseases in the country. “We know 
HPV causes cervical cancer, and 
there is an HPV vaccine we hope 
will prevent or at least reduce 
cervical cancer,” he says. “Now 
we also are coming to understand 
that at least some head and neck 
cancers are HPV-caused as well, 
but we don’t know nearly as much 
about it as we do cervical cancer.”

Recently, Dr. Weinberger formed 
a consortium of southeastern 
researchers to study the issue.

“There may be new ways of 
treating this cancer, targeted therapy 
directed at the virus,” he says. “And 
there definitely should be new ways 
of detecting this cancer before it 
spreads and becomes advanced. 
The researchers are pooling 
resources and experience to tackle 
this problem together. It’s really 
exciting, and hopefully we will see 
some new discoveries over the next 
several years coming out of this.”

Dr. Weinberger also is working 
with MCG faculty to identify a 

biomarker for thyroid cancer. 
Needle biopsies aren’t as reliable 

as desired in detecting thyroid 
cancer, leading to the unnecessary 
removal of some thyroid glands. 

“If we could come up with a 
simple minimally invasive test to 
detect the ones that really do have 
cancer, we wouldn’t have to take 
out the other patients’ thyroids, 
unless they developed other 
problems, like trouble swallowing,” 
Dr. Weinberger says.

He is studying a protein, 
Galectin-3, expressed in most 
thyroid cancer cells, but not in 
normal thyroid tissue that could 
serve as a biomarker. 

Dr. Weinberger is pursuing a 
laryngology fellowship in England 
next year to further study speech 
and swallowing disorders – a 
specialty with which he has a 
particular affinity, thanks to Lainey. 

RESIDENT...from page 1
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