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MCG news and info - have it YOUR way
by Ellen Gladden

Imagine logging on to your own 
version of mcg.edu - a Web site 
where your class schedule, national 
news, safety updates and reminders 
of tests and lectures all are organized 
in a format you chose - a site where 
you access Medical College of 
Georgia events, news and services 
that pertain to your role in the 
institution.

It's coming, with the help of a 
grant received by MCG's Information 
Technology Support and Services 
Division.

The $1 million Campus Enterprise 
Application Integration Consortium 
Oracle Portal Grant will provide 
training and installation of a Web 
portal that allows MCG to integrate online 
learning, administrative computing and student 
services.

Beth Brigdon, vice president for information 
technology, thanked the staff who supported the 
grant application process and noted their efforts 
benefit the institution on numerous fronts.

"Adding this kind of extramural funding to the 
institution's budget is extremely important," she 
said. "It will fund both software and hardware that 
we had no budget for. It also makes us a part of a 
national consortium of other institutions doing 
similar programming and development so we get 
to capitalize on the work of others.

"This is also a great boost to our technical 
infrastructure for building a comprehensive Web 
portal. It's a building block to providing all of our 
business and educational departments a Web 
vehicle to deliver more service in a convenient and 
customizable format."

The new infrastructure will provide customized 
access to databases, listserves and Web pages 
based on user status. Students can log on to 
receive course materials, visit a chat room with 
other MCG students or perform business 
transactions, such as paying student fees. 
Administrators and faculty can view grades, 
budgets or administrative policies.

"The Web portal will allow us to simplify access

to different information through one interface," 
said Alma Novakovic, manager of database and 
application administration and the primary grant 
author. "The software pulls information from 
different databases together and provides different 
access relevant to a person's role."

The Web portal also will enable users to tailor 
communication specifically for alumni, 
prospective students, parents or other visitors. 
Each visitor to the MCG Web site can receive 
specific information relevant to area of interest.

"The Web portal is an invaluable tool for MCG 
to communicate more directly with our many 
constituencies," said Bryan Ginn, vice president 
for external affairs. "We are looking forward to 
tapping into the expertise of the consortium 
members to expand how we disseminate news of 
the institution's research and educational 
achievements."

A content management team for the project is 
being assembled by Mr. Ginn's staff. Caryl Brown, 
director of strategic communications, is seeking 
input from all segments of campus to determine 
how best to represent their areas. During a 
January kickoff meeting, representatives from the 
Office of Student Affairs, the Office of Institutional 
Research, the Greenblatt Library, Materials 
Management and the Division of Human 
Resources joined Information Technology Support 
and Services staff in a teleconference with

members of the consortium.
"We learned that MCG is on the 

right track by having the full support 
of the administration and 
participation from all segments of the 
institution for this project," said Ms. 
Brown. "Consortium members told us 
many universities don't always begin 
this process with the tremendous 
support and university-wide expertise 
we've garnered already."

Mrs. Brigdon's staff will oversee 
the technical infrastructure and 
support of the Web portal. Becky 
Rogers, manager of customer service 
for ITSS, is excited about the portal's 
ability to further improve technology 
support for MCG faculty, staff and 
students.

"This is exciting on so many fronts, 
but most importantly because it means better, 
faster and more effective technology support," 
said Mrs. Rogers. "We'll soon be able to provide 
an online mechanism for customers to track their 
IT work requests in our Remedy work 
management system. We'll also be able to present 
our customer service models to other institutions 
in the consortium."

Campus EAI Consortium, a network of over 60 
institutions of higher education and research and 
design firms, was created to address the unique 
technology needs of educational institutions and 
other non-profits. The group will help MCG 
implement the portal in eight phases including 
installation of software, training, identity 
management integration, testing and 
deployment.

A pilot version is slated to be available at the 
MCG Technology Fair March 24, where MCG 
faculty, staff and students can log on to their own 
"My MCG" portal.

"We are extremely eager to have feedback and 
participation in this project from all segments of 
the MCG community," said Mrs. Brigdon.

To serve on the technical teams being 
assembled to launch the Web portal, contact Mrs. 
Rogers at ext. 1-3668 or brogers@mcg.edu. To 
contribute to the design content teams, contact 
Ms. Brown at ext. 1-3964 or carbrown@mcg.edu.
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Bits & Bytes
Editor's note: Information Technology offers 
technology tips in this column. To submit questions 
or suggestions for topics, contact Becky Rogers, 

manager of customer service, Information Technology 
Support and Services, at ext. 1-3668.

ITSS launches new Web site
As another means to serve the MCG community, Information Technology 

Support and Services has redesigned its Web site.
The new site at www.mcg.edu/itss/ includes tips on e-mail storage, 

accessing online forms and blocking spam found in previous Bits & Bytes 
columns. New articles are added every two weeks. Meanwhile, the help 
section includes 'how to' instructions for software downloads, file and print 
services, general computing and more. The site will soon offer a way for 
users to check the status of Help Desk requests filed through the Remedy 
work management system.

"We're hoping that the Web site is more informative and easy to use," said 
Becky Rogers, manager of customer service. "We would love to have your 
feedback about things that need to be added or changed to make the site 
even more user-friendly."

A Security Advisory section lists the latest updates for virus protection 
software and fraud alerts. Users can also check the status of planned 
technology projects such as Wireless Internet Access and Banner 
implementation.

Comments and suggestions are encouraged and should be sent to Mrs. 
Rogers at brogers@mcg.edu.
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MCG to Celebrate Homecoming April 21-25
The Medical College of Georgia 

will host activities for faculty, 
students and alumni in all five 
schools during its 2005 homecoming 
celebration April 21-25.

The spring edition of MCG Today 
will publish a finalized homecoming 
calendar and a brochure will be 
mailed to alumni. The calendar to 
date includes the following events:

Thursday, April 21
  School of Graduate Studies Alumni 
Association board meeting, noon, 
MCG Alumni Center

Friday, April 22
  Goldstein Lectureship, 7:30 a.m., 
Radisson Riverfront Hotel
  Campus history tour/lunch, noon, 
MCG Alumni Center
  School of Allied Health Sciences 
Alumni Association Luncheon, noon, 
Old Medical College
  School of Dentistry Alumni 
Association/Goldstein Luncheon, 
noon, Radisson Riverfront Hotel
  School of Medicine Dean's 
Reception, 5 p.m., Old Medical 
College
  School of Medicine Alumni 
Association Banquet, 6 p.m., Old
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MCG Mission, 
Vision and Values

Mission
The mission of the Medical 

College of Georgia is to improve 
health and reduce the burden of 
illness in society by discovering, 
disseminating and applying 
knowledge of human health and 
disease.

Vision
The Medical College of Georgia 

will be one of the nation's premier 
health sciences universities.

Values
As a public institution 

dedicated to the discovery, 
dissemination and application of 
scientific knowledge, the Medical 
College of Georgia values 
leadership, social responsibility, 
compassion, diversity, 
professionalism and excellence.

DON'T MISS A BEEP
The deadline for the Feb. 3 issue is 

Jan. 26 at 5 p.m. Deadline for the 
Feb. 17 issue is Feb. 9 at noon.

EMPLOYEE ADDRESS 
CHANGES & CORRECTIONS

should be entered on a Personnel
Action Request Form

available online at
www.mcg.edu/hrforms/pdf/par.pdf

RETIREES
Contact the Human Resources 

benefits office at (706) 721-3770
for address changes and

corrections or to report changes
in Benefits status.

Medical College
  School of Dentistry Alumni 
Association Reception, 4 p.m., 
Radisson Riverfront Hotel
  School of Graduate Studies Alumni 
Association/Distinguished Alumnus 
Award Presentation/Lecture, 
6:30 p.m., Alumni Center

Saturday, April 23
  Distinguished Alumnus Awards 
Breakfast, 7:30 a.m., President's 
Home
  School of Medicine Alumni 
Association board meeting, 
8:45 a.m., MCG Alumni Center
  School of Nursing Dean's 
Reception, 10 a.m., School of Nursing
  President's Cookout, 12:30 p.m., 
President's Home
  Reunions for Schools of Dentistry, 
Medicine 6 p.m., Radisson Riverfront 
Hotel
  Homecoming dinner for the School 
of Nursing, 6:30 p.m., Pinnacle Club
  Homecoming dance for all schools, 
9:45 p.m., Radisson Riverfront Hotel

Sunday, April 24
  School of Medicine Alumni 
Association Memorial Service, 
10:30 a.m., Old Medical College
  School of Medicine Alumni 
Association Emeritus Club 
Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Old Medical 
College

Addresses of Homecoming Functions
• MCG Alumni Center, 919 15th 
Street
  Radisson Riverfront Hotel, Two 
Tenth Street
  Old Medical College, 598 Telfair 
Street
  President's Home, 920 Milledge 
Road
  School of Nursing (EG Building), 
997 Sebastian Way, MCG Campus
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Research turning up the heat on fowl bacteria
by Toni Baker

Finding how the fowl-borne 
bacteria Campylobacter jejuni makes 
at least a million Americans 
miserable for a week each year is on 
the plates of two Medical College of 
Georgia microbiologists.

Raw and undercooked poultry and 
meat, raw milk and untreated water 
are sources for Campylobacter, the 
most common bacterial cause of 
diarrhea in the United States, 
according the U.S. Public Health 
Service.

But finding how these bacteria that 
happily co-exist with chickens and 
turkeys burrow their way into 
intestinal cells to eat and make 
people sick in the process should 
provide direction on how to stop 
them, say Drs. Stuart A. Thompson 
and Christopher M. Burns.

"The basic problem with 
Campylobacter is that we don't know 
how it causes disease," says Dr. 
Thompson, who recently received his 
third National Institutes of Health 
grant to answer this question and 
develop a vaccine. "To understand 
how to treat a bacterium, you have to 
understand how it causes disease."

He and Dr. Burns, co-principal 
investigator on the latest grant, are 
learning that the mindless 
microorganism is an incredibly 
skilled survivor.

"What we are working on is one of 
the basic mechanisms of any 
bacterial disease: that bacteria 
regulate their own genes in order to

cause whatever disease process they 
cause," says Dr. Thompson. 
"Bacteria exploit their hosts to live."

And the human body is ripe for 
picking. "Think about it, inside 
human cells are tons of goodies, all 
kinds of sugars and other elements. If 
bacteria can get there, cause the cells 
and tissue to become inflamed, cells 
starts releasing all these nutrients 
and the bacteria have things to eat. 
In fact, bacteria don't want to kill a 
host because then they run out of 
nutrients."

All this exploitation requires being 
responsive to the environment. 
"Organisms can sense where they are 
in people and respond by changing 
their gene expression so they are 
making the right proteins for the 
environment they happen to be in," 
says Dr. Burns.

The researchers are exploring this 
exploitation to learn how gene 
regulation changes. Dr. Burns is 
using microarray technology to look 
at gene expression in Campylobacter, 
which has one of the smallest 
genomes of any free-living bacteria, a 
fact that should simplify the search 
somewhat. Dr. Thompson is using 
proteomics to look at protein 
expression patterns of genes. "Mostly 
it's trying to work out regulatory 
pathways," he says.

As an example, temperature, 
which can regulate some protein 
expression, may play a role in why 
Campylobacter live harmlessly in 
normally warm chickens and makes 
cooler humans sick. In looking at

Neurosurgeons partner with Aiken Hospital
byDanielle WongUoores

The MCG Department of Neurosurgery has signed an agreement to become 
the exclusive provider of neurosurgical services at Aiken Regional Medical 
Centers.

The agreement includes inpatient care and consultative services, 
emergency department on-call coverage and outpatient care Monday through 
Thursday at facilities adjacent to Aiken Regional Medical Centers in offices 
owned by Aiken Neurosciences, PC.

Some operative cases will be performed at Aiken Regional Medical Centers. 
Pediatric and complex operative cases will be managed at the MCG Children's 
Medical Center and MCG Medical Center.

"Thanks to Augusta's location on the border of Georgia and South 
Carolina, we have a unique opportunity to help provide neurosurgical 
services to communities beyond our local area," said Bill Hamilton, 
administrative director of the MCG Neuroscience Center. "The Department of 
Neurosurgery is pleased to continue MCG Health System's longstanding 
tradition of providing quality medical care and outreach to the region."

"Aiken Regional Medical Centers is pleased to partner with the MCG 
Department of Neurosurgery," said K.D. Justyn, chief executive officer of 
Aiken Regional Medical Centers. "With the clinical expertise of these highly 
trained neurosurgeons, we are most comfortable and proud of our 24-hour-a- 
day, seven-days-a-week neurological care team."

proteins turned off and on in 
chickens and people, Dr. Thompson 
zeroed in on one called CJ1461 that is 
turned on in people. The "wild hope" 
he had that this unusual protein was 
involved in gene regulation appears 
to be a reality.

When the researchers disabled the 
protein, gene regulation went 
haywire, Dr. Thompson says. "So we 
have hit on something that affects a 
large number of different processes 
in the cells. The genome of 
Campylobacter had been sequenced 
so CJ1461 was known, but there was 
only an educated guess as to what it 
did. What it appears to be is a DNA 
methylase, which means it adds 
methyl groups to DNA to somehow 
change gene regulation," says Dr. 
Thompson.

"One of the things that we are 
finding is that CJ1461 controls how the 
cell can swim," says Dr. Thompson. 
"Campylobacter have little tails called 
flagella so they can swim, and their 
ability to swim is critical for getting

See THOMPSON & BURNS page 11
Drs. Stuart A. Thompson (left) and Christopher M. Bums (Phil tones photo)
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More muscle means better regulation of blood pressure, study finds
by Joni Baker

People with more muscle than fat have 
increased ability to regulate their blood 
pressure in response to stress, according to a 
Medical College of Georgia study.

"Fitness facilitates the ability to regulate 
blood pressure; fatness impedes your ability to 
regulate blood pressure through your ability to 
regulate sodium," says Dr. Gregory Harshfield, 
hypertension researcher and second author on 
the study in the November issue of the 
American Journal of Hypertension.

"When you are under stress, your blood 
pressure should go up and when the stress is 
over, it should come back down," says Martha 
Wilson, research manager and the study's lead 
author. "Look at the Olympic athletes. 
Certainly their pressures are up when they are 
swimming or running or doing gymnastics, but 
I'm sure their pressures come back down 
relatively quickly afterward."

Previous studies have made the seemingly 
odd link between lean body mass and higher 
blood pressure in adults and children. And 
when the MCG researchers started analyzing 
their data on how 127 young adults with 
normal blood pressure responded to stress, 
they found the same thing. "I thought the data 
was wrong," says Dr. Harshfield.

What might be wrong is the notion that an 
increase in blood pressure is bad. "If you think 
about it, that concept doesn't make sense," Dr. 
Harshfield says. "If you are in a stressful 
situation, your blood pressure should go up. If 
it doesn't, then you do have a problem," he 
says, referencing the natural fight-or-flight 
mechanism that enables more blood and

Beeper advertisers 
save you time and money!
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your patronage!

Dr. Gregory Harshfield and Martha Wilson are authors of a study in the Hovember issue of the American Journal of 
Hypertension. (Phil Jones photo)

oxygen to get to the body during stress.
When the researchers looked at the 

percentages of fat and lean tissue on their 
study participants and looked at their ability to 
excrete sodium - the primary mechanism for 
dropping blood pressure back to normal - they 
found those with more fat had a decreased 
ability to excrete sodium.

MCG researchers say lean body mass may 
have gotten a bad rap because previous 
studies looked at casual blood pressure and 
did not factor in fat's contribution. Not unlike 
building muscle in response to lifting heavier 
weights, the body also builds more lean 
tissue to support more fat. "The argument

was that you have to have greater lean mass 
to carry the greater fat mass, so it was really 
the greater fat mass that was the culprit," Dr. 
Harshfield says. "I am sure this is true, 
particularly in adults."

Fat, especially abdominal fat, secretes 
angiotensin which makes angiotensin II, a 
powerful vasoconstrictor that also directs the 
kidneys to absorb more sodium so blood 
vessels retain more fluid volume, says Dr. 
Harshfield, who is principal investigator on a 
separate National Institutes of Health grant 
looking at how fat contributes to high blood 
pressure. Research he published in 2003 in 
Hypertension also shows that overweight boys

have greater blood pressure increase in 
response to stress than their female peers and 
decreased ability to return to normal.

For the newly published study, researchers 
measured the blood pressure of study 
participants every 15 minutes throughout a 
two-hour baseline period, an hour of 
competitive video games and a two-hour 
recovery period.

They found that while blood pressure 
increased an appropriate average of 5 percent 
in response to the stress of video games, 
participants who had more lean muscle mass 
than fat were better able to return to normal 
levels through this sodium excretion process 
called natriuresis.

Previous studies by Dr. Harshfield have 
shown that race also contributes to elevated 
pressures following stress because of blacks' 
reduced ability to excrete sodium. The new 
study shows that high body fat is another 
independent predictor of the abnormal 
response.

"The major finding of this study is that body 
composition is related to the pressure 
natriuresis response to mental stress," the 
researchers write. "Specifically, (lean body 
mass) was associated with higher (blood 
pressure) during stress. In contrast, greater 
body fat was associated with a slower 
natriuretic response to stress as well as slower 
natriuresis during stress, which is in part 
related to (angiotensis II)."

Those findings point back to the adage that 
fitness is good and should start early in life, 
Mrs. Wilson says.

The research was funded by grants from the 
NIH.

Start the new year on the right foot with exercise
Regular physical activity is essential to 

overall health and wellness. For those who 
have resolved to get fit in 2005 with an 
exercise routine, the following 
recommendations from the American 
College of Sports Medicine and the MCG 
Wellness Center can help keep you on the 
right track.
  Start slowly but challenge yourself - 
Extra pounds don't appear or disappear 
overnight. Set short-term and long-term 
goals and celebrate successes of all sizes. 
A four-month Wellness Center 
membership is an opportunity to see if the 
facility and equipment are right for you - 
once you complete a short-term goal, 
longer membership options are available.
  Increase daily physical activity - 
Whenever possible, use stairs instead of 
elevators and park farther from the store or 
your office and walk. Add a little variety to 
your workout with a game of basketball, 
volleyball or badminton on the Wellness 
Center's cushioned, hardwood courts.
  Exercise regularly - For the greatest 
overall benefit, complete 20-30 minutes of

aerobic activity three or more times a week 
and some type of muscle-strengthening 
activity and stretching at least twice a 
week. The Wellness Center offers 25 group 
exercise classes each week to help 
diversify your workout. Studio cycling, 
Pilates, yoga, core-strengthening and many 
more classes are available several times a 
day to fit your schedule. 
  Find a friend - Exercising with a spouse, 
friend or co-worker provides extra 
motivation to stay committed. The

Wellness Center offers a Partner Training 
Program allowing two people to work out 
with a personal trainer. Meet your goals 
with this affordable, personalized option.
  Don't overdo it - While jogging or 
walking briskly, you should be able to hold 
a conversation. If you feel faint or have 
difficulty breathing during or after 
exercise, you are working too hard. The 
treadmills, elliptical cross-trainers and 
exercise bikes in the Wellness Center are 
fitted with heart rate monitors to help you 
work out at a consistent level and avoid 
overexertion.
  Consult your physician - Some medical 
conditions make working out unsafe. If you 
are older or fairly inactive, talk to your 
doctor before beginning any exercise 
program.

The MCG Wellness Center offers 
membership to all employees of the 
Medical College of Georgia, MCG Health, 
Inc. and the Physicians Practice Group. 
Alumni and retirees are also welcome. For 
more information, visit 
www.mcg.edu/wellness or call ext. 1-6800.
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A gift for words' sake
by Ellen Gladden

Since childhood, Dr. Katie McKie's 
relationship with her honorary 
grandpa has centered on books, so 
his wedding present to her was a 
natural.

"Katie was an enchanting child, so 
I could not resist spoiling her, 
principally with OZ Books," said Gen. 
Jack Rogers, who dubs himself her 
brevet grandfather, signifying the 
honorary military commission that 
doesn't increase pay or authority.

Somewhere around age 2, Katie's 
family met the Rogers family at 
William Beaumont Army Medical 
Center in El Paso, Texas. Her parents 
(MCG faculty members Drs. Virgil 
and Kathleen McKie) worked with 
Drs. Jack and Sara Rogers, two other 
Army pediatricians who had a son 
about Katie's age and a set of retired 
parents living nearby. Those parents, 
General Jack and Jean Hamilton 
Rogers soon began to love Katie and 
her sister, Erin, as their own.

Reading together was a special 
event, and the Rogers' sent books to

Dr. Katie McKie and honored wedding guest 
General Jack Rogers

the McKie girls after the family 
moved from Texas to Augusta. 

"When a child reads easily, 
automatically absorbing content 
without effort, the first hurdle to 
learning has been cleared. The path 
to good reading is through practice; it 
is necessary, then, to convince the 
child that books are entertaining. As 
the child learns to read, the process is 
pretty much self-propelled; just make

books available. A wonderful side 
effect is that reading is a lifelong 
source of pleasure," Gen. Rogers said.

Today, Dr. McKie, an instructor in 
the Department of Pediatrics, is 
sharing the love of books that Gen. 
Rogers instilled in her with the 
children in the MCG Children's 
Medical Center. Through Reach Out 
and Read, a national non-profit 
program that promotes early literacy 
by providing children with books 
during pediatric visits, Dr. McKie 
talks with parents about the 
importance of reading with their kids.

"Our site in the Pediatric 
Continuity Clinic was opened seven 
years ago by pediatric residents," she 
said. "We give out books to all the 
kids between 6-months and 5 years 
old who come to our clinic for well 
checks."

Katie mentioned Reach Out and 
Read in a note, said Gen. Rogers. "It 
was obviously near and dear to her 
heart and hence, to mine, so I made a 
small contribution, and have 
continued (to do so) on occasions 
such as her birthday," he said.

Reach Out and Read
Since 1989, pediatricians have been prescribing books and reading aloud for 
their young patients through Reach Out and Read. The national, non-profit 
organization focuses on children growing up in poverty and provides books 
during well checks. Cash donations help purchase new books for children ages 6 
months to 5 years. Gently used books are given to siblings of patients or children 
who are in the office for sick visits. For more information, or to donate, contact 
Dr. Katie McKie at ext. l-4404orktmckie@mcg.edu. For more information about 
the national program, visit www.reachoutandread.org.

In honor of Dr. McKie's recent 
wedding, and to honor his 62nd 
wedding anniversary, the general 
donated $620 to the program.

"We married in Hollywood, Calif., 
on April 12,1942. The marriage, 
which we always claimed was the 
longest-lasting Hollywood marriage 
ever, ended when Jean died 53 years, 
eight months and five days later," 
said Gen. Rogers. "The figure 62 years 
refers to my still feeling married. It 
happened that a note from Katie 
arrived on that marriage's 62nd 
anniversary. The coincidence caused 
me to think of a wedding present 
more personal than a toaster, one that 
could be continuous."

He's already planned next year's 
contribution of $630 because "money 
cannot be better spent than to make a

child happy."
"No one could hope for a more 

wonderful grandfather than Grandpa 
Rogers has been to me and my sister," 
Dr. McKie said of Gen. Rogers. "As a 
child, I looked forward so much to 
each new book at birthdays and 
Christmas. Now, thanks to his 
generosity, we are able to give books 
to children who may not be lucky 
enough to have their own Grandpa 
Rogers. I only hope that they grow up 
to love books and reading as much as 
I did because of his support and 
encouragement!"

Editor's note: Gen. Rogers'children, Drs. 
Jack and Sara Rogers, are MCG alumni who 
practice pediatrics in Rome, Ga., and work 
with MCG medical students on rotations.
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Mini-Medical School offers 
free health science education

Want to learn more about your health, disease and the science used in 
forming new treatments?

The MCG Mini-Medical School offers the public an in-depth look at medical 
science, covering health issues from birth to death. The only prerequisite for 
entry is an interest in science, medicine, health and the body. MCG faculty 
members will teach the six-course semester. Classes will be held on Tuesdays 
from Feb. 22 through March 29 from 7-9 p.m. in the MCG School of Dentistry 
auditorium, room 1020.

Class dates and topics are:

  Feb. 22: Drs. William Lutin and William Strong will discuss heart 
disorders, diagnoses and treatments from fetus to adult.
  March 1: Drs. Joseph Konzelman, Van Haywood and John Stockstill will 

discuss cosmetic dentistry, tooth-whitening, temperomandibular joint 
syndrome and maxillofacial pain.

See MINI-MED page 13

J. Larry Hornsby
Vice President

Enterprise Mill
Suite 560
1450 Greene Street
Augusta, Georgia 30901
706/821-2649
888/409-2640

COMPLETE FINANCIAL SERVICES

Financial & Retirement Planning   Trust & Estate Services

Stocks   Mutual Funds   Insurance and Annuities   IRAs

Corporate & Muni Bonds   College Planning   CDs

Morgan Keegan
Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc.   Members NYSE, SIPC

Not FDIC Insured May Lose Value No Bank Guarantee

Department Managers:
If your campus credit union relies on us for 

their staffing needs, shouldn't you?

HCCU recognizes the benefits of Staff 2000's 30-plus years
of medical and general staffing experience, and they
utilize our resources to maintain a knowledgeable,
dedicated workforce. We can do the same for you!

Call us and see why we are a proven solution 
to today's staffing needs: (706) 651-0636

Ptrsotoid Sennets www.staff2k.net

New MCG pay plan nears completion
MCG's new classification and salary structure is 

moving into its next phase.
"Things have gone very smoothly so far," Susan 

Norton, director of Human Resources, said of the process 
that began last summer. "We truly appreciate the extra 
effort made by all of the departments on campus and the 
HR staff in making this transition as seamless as 
possible."

Phase I of the project, completed in August, included a 
review of all positions affected by changes in the Fair 
Labor Standards Act regulations. Some 80 research 
assistants received a pay boost to comply with the new 
salary requirement while another 90 
administrative/clerical staff members experienced a 
change in their exemption designation.

"This part of the change has not been without some 
stress," said Ms. Norton, "but overall it is going well.

"The first group of reviews was completed in August. 
The second, larger, group of positions is now under 
review based on job evaluation questionnaires completed 
by almost 450 employees. Some of these positions had 
been exempt under the old regulations while others had 
been non-exempt, but we wanted to make sure that like 
positions were fairly evaluated. Approximately 100 
positions in this second group are being changed to non- 
exempt," she said.

"The bottom line is that the new regulations are 
resulting in fewer positions that can be deemed exempt. 
It is important for employees to know that a non-exempt

designation in no way alters the value we place on the 
employee and the work being performed. This is simply 
to ensure compliance with these new regulations."

As defined by the regulations, Human Resources began 
recruiting employees based on the new structure and pay 
grades. Additionally, a new formula was put into place to 
evaluate whether a candidate could be offered more than 
the minimum salary for a given position. The formula 
includes considerations for years of experience, 
educational degrees, certifications and licensure.

Throughout the fall, title and classification changes 
were made to bring affected positions into compliance 
with the new list of 27 pay grades. Some employees 
experienced title changes that didn't affect their salaries, 
according to Ms. Norton.

The next phase of the project began after the fiscal year 
2004-05 merit raises went into effect Jan. 1. Human 
Resources is identifying employees who still fall below 
the minimum range for their pay categories and will 
work with department chairs, directors and business 
managers to pull those salaries within the designated 
range.

The final and longest phase of the project will address 
equality and compression issues. Department managers 
will be encouraged to evaluate employees and adjust 
salaries as departmental budgets allow to recognize 
seniority and outstanding performance and to ensure 
market-competitive rates based on qualifications and

See PAY PLAN page 13
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Cervical cancer is preventable
Editor's note: The following health information was provided by MCG Health System and Dr. 
Sharad Ghamande, gynecologic oncologist.

Since the late 1960s, Pap smears 
have helped reduce the rate of 
cervical cancer, which strikes about 
14,000 women in the United States 
annually.

While small, this number does not 
mean women should discount the 
importance of yearly checks for 
cervical cancer. Consider the analogy 
of the iceberg. Only a bit of the 
iceberg may show above the water, 
representing the 14,000 women who 
develop cervical cancer. But below 
the water line, add another 50,000 
women with advanced precancerous 
cells. And below that, add an 
additional 3 million with abnormal 
Pap smears.

Women need to remain focused on 
the importance of yearly Pap smears 
in diagnosing and preventing 
cervical cancer. While the rate of 
cervical cancer has dropped 
dramatically since the 1960s, the 
current rate has hit a plateau 
because a certain number of women 
do not receive regular medical care 
and get yearly Pap smears.

Most women diagnosed with 
cervical cancer have not had a Pap 
smear in four or five years. There are 
numerous reasons - some related to 
access and others to societal issues. 
But one reason is that many young 
women feel they are not at risk for 
cervical cancer.

Cervical cancer can strike women 
of all ages. But it is preventable if 
women receive regular screenings 
through Pap smears. In general, it 
takes several years for cervical 
cancer to develop. If precancerous 
changes are detected through regular

January is Cervical 
Health Awareness Month
Risk factors for cervical cancer 
include:
  HPV infection. There are many 

strains of HPV, including Type 16 
and Type 18, which more 
commonly cause cervical cancer. 
Ask your physician about tests that 
can detect these types of HPV 
infection.
  Multiple sexual partners
  Having first sexual intercourse 

at a young age
  Smoking
  Oral contraceptive use
  Weakened immune system 
Signs of cervical cancer include 

unusual vaginal bleeding or 
discharge, pelvic pain and post- 
coital pain or bleeding.

Pap smears, these can be easily 
treated.

It is true that Pap smears are not 
100 percent accurate. Some women 
have had normal Pap smears for 
years and then were diagnosed with 
cervical cancer. Cervical cancer is 
most commonly caused by HPV 
infection, but other more aggressive 
types can develop quickly without 
warning. However, regular 
screenings remain effective in most 
cases in preventing cervical cancer.

Ask your doctor about the new 
liquid-based Pap smears, which 
have a higher success rate in 
detecting precancerous changes in 
the cervix.

Take your Beeper home 
for others lo read.

Newsbr
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Beeper deadline
The deadline for the Feb. 3 issue is 

Jan. 26 at noon. Send story ideas or 
announcements to Beeper Editor 
Ellen Gladden, FI-1042 (campus 
mail), ext. 1-4410 (phone), or 
egladden@mcg.edu, (e-mail). For 
more information about advertising, 
visit www.graphic365.com or call 
706-860-5455.

Visual and Instructional Design 
seeks input

The Division of Visual and 
Instructional Design is asking 
members of the MCG community to 
provide feedback of their services 
through a survey available at 
www.mcg.edu/aaffairs/survey/ 
through Jan. 31. For more 
information, contact Elaine Mertins 
at ext. 1-2234 or Gwvn Toole at ext. 
1-3096.

Library hosts Laney Museum art
The Greenblatt Library is hosting 

an exhibit from the Lucy Craft Laney 
Museum featuring a fusion of 
manmade and natural art through 
Jan. 28. Symbiosis: A Fusion of 
Manmade and Natural Art, is in the 
first-floor garden area and the 
second-floor wood display case. The 
exhibition, sponsored by the MCG 
Arts Council, is free and open to the 
public during the library's business 
hours, Monday - Thursday, 7:30 a.m. 
to midnight; Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sunday, noon to midnight. For more 
information about special collections 
at the Greenblatt Library, contact 
Lisa Westrick, special collections 
librarian, at lwestrick@mcg.edu. For 
more information on the symbiosis 
exhibit or the Lucy Craft Laney

Toner Low? : Toner Charge!
business partner

invent

Additional 5% discount for MCG users!
Printer, copier, and FAX toner
HP Authorized Service Provider
F roe Pick up anri delivery (with a smile!)

Call 278-1066 www.ionwr.harqe.coni

Museum, contact Anthony 
Page at 706-724-3576.

Cancer support group
The MCG Gynecological 

Cancer Support Group will offer free 
Lunch and Learn sessions about 
cervical cancer every Friday in 
January at MCG Medical Center's 
Terrace Dining Room from noon to 1 
p.m. Lunch will be provided. 
Physicians from MCG Health System

will present topics relating to 
cervical cancer prevention and 
treatment. For reservations, call ext. 
1-3992. /

Doctors Who Cook
Tickets are now available for the 

ninth annual Doctors Who Cook 
fund-raiser Saturday, March 19, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Bell Auditorium. 
The annual fundraiser for the

See NEWSBRIEFS page 8
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E-I-E-I-O...

It's no hogwash that MCG President Daniel W. Rahn wants to get a closer look at 
MCG service units. On Jan. 6, he spent the afternoon with Dr. Nancy Rodriguez, 
attending veterinarian in the Department of Lab Animal Services, and Dr. Laura 
Easley, director of Lab Animal Services. As part of his initiative to learn more about 
the operations of campus service units, Dr. Rahn toured the animal facilities at 
Gracewood and helped weigh pigs and clean their cages. In December, he worked 
with Environmental Services employees cleaning the Alumni Center. For a schedule 
of upcoming Afternoons with Dr. Rahn, visit www.mcg.edu/admin/afternoons.asp.

For kin'fun
Editor's note: The following is compiled from Information provided by the 
National Pork Board. For more pig tales, visit www.smithfieldfoods.com/ 
Consumer/Pigs/Facts.asp.

"No man should be allowed to be President who does not understand hogs."
; — President Harry Truman

A pig in a poke
The reference is to a common trick of 17th-century England of trying to palm 

off a cat on an unsuspecting "greenhorn" for a suckling-pig. When he opened the 
poke (sack) he "let the cat out of the bag, " and the trick was disclosed.

Barbecue
...Is derived from French-speaking pirates, who called this Caribbean pork 

feast "de barbe et queue," which translates "from beard to tail." In other words, 
the pig roast reflected the fact that the hog was an eminently versatile animal 
that could be consumed from head to toe.

Pork barrel politics
The phrase is derived from the pre-Civil War practice of distributing salt pork 

to slaves from huge barrels. By the 1870s, congressmen were referring to regu 
larly dipping into the "pork barrel" to obtain funds for popular projects in their 
home districts.

Who's that tech geek?
This masked crusader of gadgetry is on the prowl to 

spread the word about the third annual MCG Technology 
Fair, March 24 in the Greenblatt Library.

He's a cyberspace wizard and a portable information 
device junkie - and yes, he's an 
actual person. Guess the 
identity of the MCG 
employee known as "the , 
Techie Guy" and you could 
take home a prize package 
of T-shirts and gift 
certificates from local 
restaurants.

Entry forms to guess the 
Techie Guy's real name are 
available online at 
www.mcg.edu/techfair/ 
TechieGuy.htm through Feb. 
25. Individuals involved in 
contest promotion, those 
serving on Technology Fair 
Committees and those in 
the Techie Guy's 
department are not eligible 
to enter. Three winners 
will be chosen at random 
from all correct 
entries. Winners 
will be notified by 
March 1 and may 
be photographed for the Beeper and the Technology Fair 
Web site.

NEWSBRIEFS
Children's Heart Program at the 
MCG Children's Medical Center 
features community physicians who 
donate their time, recipes and 
culinary skills. After-dinner 
entertainment will be provided by 
recording artist Ty Herndon. Tickets 
are $100 per person ($70 is tax 
deductible) and tables of eight are 
$800. Tickets are limited and 
available on a first-come basis. 
Proceeds will go toward hospital 
equipment, family support, Make-A- 
Wish foundation trips, special 
events, treats for hospital patients 
and more. For ticket information, 
contact Sherry Hajec at ext. 1-0575 
or shajec@mcg.edu.

Chinese New Year
The MCG Chinese Students 

Scholar Association will host a 
Chinese New Year celebration 
Feb. 12 from 5-9 p.m. in the Alumni 
Center. All members of the MCG 
community are invited to learn more 
about the music, food and customs 
of the Chinese New Year. Admission 
is free, however donations will be 
accepted. For more information, 
contact Dr. Guichun Han, 
association president, at ext. 1-9632

Technology Fair showcases 
new, emerging technology

by Ellen Gladden

The third annual Medical College of Georgia 
Technology Fair is an opportunity for faculty, staff, 
students and alumni to get a closer look at how 
technology can enhance patient care, research and 
teaching.

The event, hosted by the Academic Research and 
Advisory Board and Information Technology Support and 
Services, will kick off March 24 with an 8:30 a.m. ribbon- 
cutting ceremony in the Greenblatt Library lobby. MCG 
and external exhibitors will showcase technology 
throughout the day that can help advance MCG mission.

"We're encouraging all members of the MCG 
community to come get an individual demonstration of 
the latest technology tools for health care," said Patricia 
Goodwin, team leader for the Technology Fair's Publicity 
and Promotions group and office manager in the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Presenters are needed to discuss developing online 
health care classes, new publication models for medical 
journals, searching critical genetic information 
databases, implementing Personal Data Assistant 
applications in clinical practice, unique methods for 
reporting research results and advances in telehealth 
technology in the library's electronic classrooms. Faculty 
and staff are encouraged to share their expertise in any of 
these areas by completing an application at 
www.mcg.edu/techfair/registration.htm or by contacting 
Camille Morgan, program development team leader and 
director of application systems, at ext. 1-3798 or 
camillem@mcg.edu.

or ghan@mcg.edu.

Hispanic clinic seeks staff
Physicians, nurse practitioners, 

physician assistants, social workers, 
residents and medical students are 
needed to assist at the St. Vincent de 
Paul Clinic at the Salvation Army on 
Greene Street on the third 
Wednesday of each month. Health 
care workers fluent in Spanish are 
especially valuable for this clinic 
designed for the Hispanic 
community. For more information or 
to volunteer, contact Nancy Kappus 
Schear at 706-860-1066 or 706-832- 
0173.

Sing about it
MCG faculty, staff and students 

with vocal talent are needed for the 
MCG chorus. All are welcome to join 
rehearsals Mondays at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Large Auditorium. For more 
information, contact Carol Lapp at 
clapp@mcg.edu.

MCG on the road
Members of the Medical College of 

Georgia community who are Georgia 
residents are invited to apply for a 
Georgia license plate

commemorating the university. The 
application (form MV-9C) is 
available on the Department of 
Motor Vehicle Safety's Web site 
www. dmvs. ga. gov/motor/plates. 
The tags are $25 in addition to 
regular taxes and fees. Two-digit tag 
numbers are available by contacting 
Diana Morris in the Department of 
External Affairs at ext. 1-4413.

MCC Arts Council seeks 
performers

Performing artists - solo, group, 
instrumental, vocal and dance - 
from the MCG community are 
needed for the MCG Arts Council's 
Noon Arts Conference Series for 
2004-05. To share your talents during 
these free midday concerts, e-mail 
Dr. Kathleen McKie at 
kmckie@mcg.edu or call ext. 1-0175.

Blood donors needed
The MCG Blood Donor Room is 

seeking donations of all types. All 
blood drawn at the MCG Blood 
Donor Room is used for MCG 
patients. To donate, call ext. 1-3694, 
or stop by the Blood Donor Room on 
the first floor of the Sydenstricker 
Building, room 1200.
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New disaster courses focus on decontamination from deadly chemicals
by Toni Baker

A course that prepares hospital 
support personnel to decontaminate 
patients exposed to potentially 
dangerous chemicals is spreading 
across Georgia.

"We use the example of the sarin 
gas attack in the Tokyo subway in 
1995," says Chuck Studley, a 
physician assistant and director of 
operations for the Medical College of 
Georgia's Center of Operational 
Medicine, which developed the new 
Core Disaster Life Support - 
Decontamination or CDLS-D« 
course. "Several hospital employees, 
over 23 percent, became 
contaminated and suffered the signs 
and symptoms of nerve agent 
exposure in that attack. This course 
shows personnel the proper steps to 
decontaminate patients prior to them 
entering the hospital, protecting not 
only those providing 
decontamination, but the clinicians 
providing care inside the hospital."

The Georgia Division of Public 
Health, the course sponsor, has

asked MCG to teach courses across 
the state over this year to ensure that 
all regions are prepared for 
bioterrorism and other disasters.

Courses are scheduled at Phoebe 
Putney Memorial Hospital in Albany, 
Ga., Jan. 20-21; Emory Crawford 
Long Hospital in Atlanta, Feb. 3-4 
and Satilla Regional Medical Center 
in Waycross, Ga., Feb. 23-24.

MCG worked with colleagues at 
the University of Georgia, the 
University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center at Dallas and the 
University of Texas at Houston 
School of Public Health to design 
Basic Disaster Life Support and 
Advanced Disaster Life Support 
courses that, much like Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support for heart 
patients, are becoming the national 
training standard for providers who 
might treat victims of natural or 
manmade disasters.

The latest CDLS-D® targets the 
people who help those providers. 
Plans already are in motion to make 
it available across the country as 
well.
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"Most of the decontamination 
training today has focused on the 
'hot zone' and very little of it has 
been taught at hospitals," Dr. Greene 
Shepherd, a University of 
Georgia/MCG toxicologist at the 
center, says of the newest course. 
"But what we learned from Tokyo 
and other situations is that about 80 
percent of the victims of such attacks 
are going to go directly to the 
hospital without interacting with 
EMS or the hazardous materials 
team."

CDLS-D* focuses on 
administrators, security and safety 
officers, housekeeping personnel and 
others who might become the 
hospital's front line in disasters, 
setting up decontamination sites so 
patients can be cleaned quickly and 
correctly before entering the hospital 
and spreading contamination.

Hospitals in the Augusta area 
worked through such a situation Jan. 
6, when a train collision in nearby 
Graniteville, S.C., sent out a cloud of 
chlorine gas; nine people died and

See DECONTAMINATION page 16
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Mr. Newton

Mr. Newton named vice president
Andrew R.H. Newton, MCG senior 

legal advisor, has been named vice 
president for legal affairs.

Mr. Newton, who 
came to MCG in 1995 
as assistant legal 
advisor, has served as 
interim vice president 
since July 2004.

"Andrew's counsel 
has been invaluable 
to me and to this 

institution," said MCG President 
Daniel W. Rahn in announcing the 
selection. "He is a principled, 
forthright individual and a terrific 
addition to our senior management 
team who will help MCG continue 
its forward momentum."

"I am honored to have been asked 
to serve the Medical College of 
Georgia as vice president for legal 
affairs," Mr. Newton said. "I 
appreciate the support of our 
administrators, faculty and staff as 
we do the work of this great 
institution. I am particularly grateful 
to my predecessors, Jerry Woods and 
Clay Steadman, who helped prepare 
me for this day."

Mr. Newton earned his 
undergraduate and law degrees from 
the University of South Carolina. 
Previous appointments include five 
years in the U.S. Navy, including 
serving as a lieutenant at the Naval 
Air Station in Brunswick, Maine, and 
as command judge advocate for 
Naval Hospital, a 300-bed teaching 
hospital in Bremerton, Wash. At 
MCG, he was promoted to associate 
legal advisor in 1997 and to senior 
legal advisor in 2002.

Mr. Newton is a member of the 
National Association of College and 
University Attorneys, the American 
Health Lawyers Association and the 
Georgia Academy of Healthcare 
Attorneys.

Mr. Tobias named vice president
Richard D. Tobias, formerly the

Mr. Tobias

system director of design and 
construction services with the South 
Broward Hospital District in 
Hollywood, Fla., has been named 
vice president of facilities services 
for MCG Health, Inc.

Mr. Tobias is responsible for 
providing leadership, management 
direction and 
administration of all 
facility-related 
services that support 
the business units of 
MCG Health, Inc.

His previous 
experience includes 
serving as vice
president of Support Services at 
Miami Children's Hospital and vice 
president of facilities and 
construction at Intracoastal Health 
Systems in West Palm Beach, Fla., 
Jackson Memorial Health System in 
Miami and CVPH Medical Center in 
Pittsburgh, N.Y. He has 15 years of 
experience in health care, including 
pediatric and academic medical 
center facilities operation and 
management.

He graduated cum laude from 
Lawrence Technological University 
in Southfield, Mich.

Dr. Helfgott named chief
Dr. Andrew Wayne Helfgott has 

joined the MCG 
faculty as professor 
and chief of the 
Section of Maternal- 
Fetal Medicine.

He comes to 
MCG from Pensacola, 
Fla., where he was 
medical director of

Dr. Helfgott

Maternal Fetal Medicine at Sacred 
Heart Health System and obstetrical 
director for the hospital's Regional 
Perinatal Intensive Care Center. He 
also served as clinical professor in 
the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at the Florida State 
University College of Medicine 
where he directed the ob-gyn

wood swings   arbors   picnic tables 
adirondack chairs   potting tables

en
wicker • country antiques

clerkships for fourth-year medical 
students.

Dr. Helfgott's previous 
appointments include director of the 
HIV Women's Clinic at the 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston and assistant 
professor at the University of Miami 
School of Medicine.

Dr. Helfgott is a 1983 graduate of 
the Universidad Autonoma de 
Guadalajara School of Medicine in

Mexico. He completed obstetrics and 
gynecology training at The Brooklyn 
Hospital - Caledonia Hospital in 
New York in 1988 and a maternal- 
fetal medicine fellowship at the 
University of Miami's Jackson 
Memorial Hospital. He earned a 
master's degree in health policy and 
administration from the University of 
North Carolina - Chapel Hill in 2003.

Dr. Gourin appointed
Dr. Christine G. Gourin, an MCG 

otolaryngologist specializing in head 
and neck cancer, has received a 
three-year appointment as cancer 
liaison physician to MCG Medical 
Center by the American College of

Surgeons' Commission on Cancer. 
Dr. Gourin will 

serve as part of a 
1,600 member 
national network that 
provides leadership 
and support for 
Commission on 
Cancer activities at 
the medical facilityDr. Gourin

where they practice.
The commission, comprised of 

some 40 national organizations 
involved in cancer care, exists to 
reduce cancer morbidity and 
mortality through education, 
standard-setting and quality

See MILESTONES page 12

Dr. Names, epidemiology pioneer, dies
Dr. Curtis Gordon Hames Sr., a 

1944 graduate of the Medical 
College of Georgia whose 
epidemiological research 
revolutionized the understanding of 
health patterns in the Southeast, 
died Jan. 6 in Savannah, Ga.

Dr. Hames practiced medicine 
from 1947-88 in Claxton, Ga., 
treating as many as 60 patients a 
day. In the mid-1950s, he began an 
epidemiologic study of Evans 
County residents that attracted 
international attention from the 
scientific community. The National 
Institutes of Health funded the 
Evans County Heart Study from 
1958-95, allowing Dr. Hames to 
become a pioneer researcher 
studying patients within their 
environment.

His data led to over 560 published 
papers in major medical journals 
worldwide on subjects including 
heart disease, genetics, cancer, 
hypertension, stroke, pesticide 
pollution, neurohormones and 
psychological determinants of 
disease, immunology, viruses and 
the effects of social interaction on 
disease. His study was one of the

Dr. Hames

first to show the
protective value of
HDL cholesterol and
the possible impact
on the absence of
certain trace
elements in the diet
of coastal residents.
The study became
the model for many other family
practice community-based research
projects, including most recently
HamesNet, created by the MCG
Department of Family Medicine and
named in his honor.

The Society of Teachers of Family 
Medicine established the Curtis G. 
Hames Research Award in Family 
Medicine. The award, supported by 
MCG's Hames Endowment, is given 
annually to individuals whose 
careers exemplify dedication to 
research in family medicine.

Dr. Hames was an MCG clinical 
professor of family medicine and a 
clinical professor in the University 
of North Carolina School of Public 
Health Department of Epidemiology. 
He was a visiting clinical professor 
in the Medical University of South 
Carolina Department of Family

Medicine, an adjunct professor of 
family medicine at Mercer Medical 
School and an adjunct professor in 
the Georgia Southern University 
School of Health and Professional 
Studies.

His honors throughout his career 
included the Medical Association of 
Georgia Lamartine Griffin Hardman 
Cup, the Albert Lasker Special 
Public Health Award and the John 
D. MacArthur Foundation 
Fellowship Award. MCG established 
the Curtis G. Hames Chair in Family 
Medicine in his honor, and Georgia 
Southern University established 
Curtis G. Hames Scholarships in 
Nursing.

Dr. Hames received a doctor of 
science degree from Emory 
University in 1991 and a doctor of 
medical science degree from the 
Medical College of South Carolina in 
1996. He was past president of the 
Georgia Heart Association, a fellow 
of the American College of 
Cardiology, a member of the 
American Medical Association and a 
trustee of the MCG Foundation, Inc.

Survivors include wife Betty, two 
sons and a granddaughter.

BECOME AN ANONYMOUS EGG DONOR!
Infertility affects thousands of women yearly who

desperately desire to have children. With your help,
their dream can come true. Excellent compensation

paid for each cycle completed, ranging from
$2500-$5,000, guaranteed.

Xytex Ovations
30 yean of expertise in Reproductive Medicine

Please call toll free, 1-866-517-7513, for 
additional information. Ask for Renee Koon, 
Director, or Catherine Hobbs, Adm. Assistant. 
Email photos to rkoon@xytex.com

Candidates Must Be:
* Between the Ages of 18-31 
» Healthy with Normal 

Reproductive Cycles
* Non-smokers
* Intelligent & Attractive
» Height & Weight Proportionate
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

Check this out!
Editor's note: In each Student Pulse issue of the Beeper, don't forget to "Check 

this out" to stay informed about what's going on at MCG. Jb suggest news for 
this feature, contact Beeper Editor Ellen Gladden at ext. 1-4410 (phone) or 
egladden@mcg.edu (e-mail).

TGIF nooner
Bring your trivia knowledge and 

your thinking cap to the next 
Student Government Association 
TGIF and participate in the Think 
Fast Game Show. The winning team 
will receive a $400 cash prize. The 
fun begins Friday, Jan. 21, at noon 
in the Wellness Center. Lunch will 
be available for the first 400 
students with ID. For more 
information, call the SGA office at

ext. 1-3357.

Intramural sports
The registration deadline for men's 

and women's table tennis and co-ed 
billiards is Jan. 26. Entry is $5 per 
participant. The table tennis 
tournament will be held Jan. 31. The 
billiards tournament will be held 
Feb. 1. To register, visit the SGA 
Office, room 2008 of the Student 
Center.

SGA meeting
The next Student Government 

Association meeting is Feb. 3 at 
7 p.m. in the Student Center, room 
2021. All students and class officers 
are encouraged to attend. Dinner 
will be served for the first 50 
students. Following the meeting, 
SGA officers will hold an informal 
meeting for those interested in 
running for a SGA executive 
committee position for 2005-06.

Explore another culture with online language classes
by Ellen Gladden

Ever wanted to speak another 
language but found no time to 
attend classes?

Medical College of Georgia 
students, faculty and staff can take 
courses in Japanese, Chinese and 
Russian through a University 
System of Georgia distance learning 
initiative.

Dr. Roman Cibirka, associate vice 
president for academic affairs, 
noted the courses are available to 
university system staff and students 
through a U.S. Department of 
Defense National Security 
Education Program, which funds 
foreign language education online. 
Courses funded by the four-year 
grant will be available fall semester.

The course series aims to

broaden exposure to less commonly 
taught foreign languages using 
multimedia to deliver the three- to 
four-credit-hour instruction per 
course. Professors at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology will teach 
Japanese and Chinese. Faculty at 
Georgia State University will lead 
Russian courses. Students who 
complete the four-semester course 
sequence in one language may be 
eligible for scholarships to study 
abroad in the country of the 
language they study.

"We want students to be aware of 
the many opportunities to study 
abroad and other distance-learning 
opportunities we have to offer," 
said Dr. Cibirka. A complete list of 
study-abroad programs is available 
at www.mcg.edu/aaffarrs/ 
associate/abroad.htm.

LET'S WARM UP 
TO EACH OTHER!

Marks Church Stevens Creek 
Commons Commons
868-08891868-5020

APARTME NTS
www.corcoranapts.com • www.rent.net

GREAT ROOMMATE FLOORPLANS • SPACIOUS 1 & 2 
BEDROOM SUITES • SHORT-TERM FURNISHED APIS 
• SPECIALS FOR MCG STAFF AND STUDENTS •

/\. Corcoran Management Company
~~j No pets please • Equal Housing Opportunity

COME BY FOR A TOUR TODAY!

"Expanding your knowledge and 
understanding other languages and 
cultures is important for personal 
and professional growth," said Dr. 
Cibirka.

Online language courses count 
toward university system required 
core curricula, but do not currently 
match curriculum requirements in 
MCG programs. MCG students 
who've already completed core 
courses may ask their dean or 
department chair whether the 
language courses will qualify as 
elective credit.

Students will be responsible for 
tuition to the university offering the 
instruction. No textbooks are 
required as all materials are 
available online.

"We've had a remarkable 
response from staff and students 
interested in this program last 
year," said Dr. Cibirka, whose office 
channels study-abroad

THOMPSON & BURNS
where they need to go."

One place Campylobacter want to 
go is to the intestinal wall where they 
can get inside cells, eat and hide from 
the immune system. But they have to 
work hard to get there, including 
swimming through the thick mucus 
constantly being shed by the gut. 
CJ1461 is involved in the gene 
regulation necessary to produce 
much-needed tails for the task. The 
protein also appears to affect the 
bacteria's ability to take up iron, 
which is scarce and necessary for life.

CJ1461 also seems to work as a 
lifesaver for Campylobacter by 
helping the bacteria survive oxygen 
radicals released by the immune 
system when it sees the invaders. 
These oxygen radicals also prompt 
the intestinal inflammatory response

. from page 3 
that makes people sick.

Symptoms include diarrhea, 
cramping, abdominal pain and fever; 
in the worst-case scenarios, which are 
fortunately rare, people develop 
Guillain-Barre' syndrome, a paralysis- 
inducing autoimmune response to a 
bacterial or viral infection.

Drs. Burns and Thompson hope 
their studies will help identify targets 
for better treatments for the disease 
and ultimately a vaccine to prevent it.

In the meantime, they encourage 
consumers to cook poultry products 
thoroughly and carefully wash their 
hands, pots, utensils, counters and 
anything else that comes in contact 
with raw poultry.

For more information about 
Campylobacter and other food-borne 
illnesses, visit www.fightbac.org.

on 15th Street across from the MCG Annex

724-3302

All you care to eat:
Salad 
Cavatini 
Breadsticks 
Pizza

AT A DELICIOUS PRICE:

FAMILY PACK

for 2 people!

SPECIAL OFFER GOOD FOR A LIMITED TIME

  ^m ^m wmt ^m ^m ^m
Pizza Any Way You Want It 

Larsc 1-Topping Pizza 
Side Order of Breadsticks 
& 8-tHer

FOR ANY WAY YOU WANT IT, CHOOSE UP TO 3 TOPPINGS, ANY LOVER'S 
LINE OR SUPREME, SUPER SUPREME $1 MORE. VALID ON PAN, THIN 'N 
CRISPY AND HAND-TOSSED STYLE PIZZA. ONE COUPON PER PARTY PER 
VISIT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR OFFER.

I
See LANGUAGE page 13 |

WE'RE OPEN 11-11 SEVEN DAYS

We Deliver!
Limited delivery area. $8 minimum order.

ir your pride in all 
that's great about medicine 
for all to see!

WWW,

Why did you 
go to the doctor?

\

I sow this adorable pinfc pill
on TV and the ad said,

"Ask your doctor."
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MILESTONES>... from page 10

monitoring. Twenty-two percent of 
U.S. hospitals have commission- 
approved cancer programs where 80 
percent of newly diagnosed cancer 
patients are treated, according to the 
commission.

Dr. Gourin is the 2003-04 Daichi 
Clinical Scholar of the American 
Academy of Otolaryngology and a 
reviewer for The Laryngoscope, The 
American Journal ofRhinology and 
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck 
Surgery. She is president of the 
Georgia Chapter of the Association 
of Women Surgeons.

Dr. Stachura elected president
Dr. Max E. Stachura, director of 

the MCG Center for 
Telehealth, has been 
elected president of 
the nonprofit Alliance 
for Public 
Technology.

The alliance fosters 
widespread access to 
affordable

Dr. Stachura

information and communication 
services and technology by 
educating nonprofit groups and the 
public about technology and

telecommunications services and 
helping eliminate service barriers. 
The organization has 
approximately 120 members from 
sectors including health care; 
seniors; minorities; labor groups; 
urban, rural and low-income 
populations; and people with 
disabilities.

Dr. Stachura, Georgia Research 
Alliance Eminent Scholar in 
Telemedicine, has served on the 
Washington, D.C.-based alliance's 
Board of Directors since 1998 and 
as treasurer and a member of the

ACROSS
1 Battle __
4 Heroic
8 Conceptual framework

14 Female sheep
15 Repeat
16 7th ______
17 Expanded
19 Opposite of Occident
20 Exchange for money
21 Yellow-orange 
23 Made a mistake
25 Rhythmic swing
26 Inquires 
30 Minerals
32 Weep
33 Baseball team
34 Smudge
36 Final Johnny Cash video
38 Meadow
39 A dynasty in China
40 Statement of satisfaction
42 Ball holder
43 "Blue Goose" patient
44 Conclusion
45 Gratis 
47 Seraphs 
49 Mortgage
51 Seek gold
52 Gloomy, sullen
53 Become dim
54 Formerly (formerly) 
56 Vireo homes 
59 Nova Scotian
62 Let it stand
63 Hollywood's Monica 
66 Grisly
68 Assent
69 Protuberance
70 WACG network
71 Doomed
72 Type of gun
73 Long period of time

DOWN
1 ASU library
2 Proprietor
3 Balanced
4 Foul up
5 Tent holders
6 Perfect
7 Major North Atlantic 

food source
8 Thick butter cookie
9 King mackerel

10 Island in the 
South China Sea

11 Abel's mom
12 Adult males
13 Fiery insect? 
18 Wide-awake 
22 Treat with disdain 
24 Unleaded (coffee)
27 Hollywood's Alecia
28 "On your knees!"

2005 Daniel R. Pearson. All rights reserved.

29 Chairs
31 Eavesdropper quality
34 Book keeper
35 Craze
37 Mortise partner
41 Big truck's worst enemy

( _____ Avenue) 
46 Rank of Dean Smith's

character in 1962-64 TV
show

48 Surmise 
50 Straighten up 
55 Cards used by fortune-teller
57 Characteristic rhythm
58 Strict
60 Yield
61 Bare
63 Mat
64 Wood sorrel
65 Ted's movie station 
67 Even (poet.)

Solution on page 15

Executive Board from 2003-04. 
He joined the MCG faculty in 1981 
as chief of the Section of Metabolic 
and Endocrine Diseases. He has 
served as director of the Center for 
Telehealth (formerly Telemedicine 
Center) for seven years.

His professional memberships 
include the American Telemedicine 
Association, the Association of 
Telemedicine Service Providers, the 
International Society of 
Neuroendocrinology, the American 
Diabetes Association and the 
Endocrine Society.

Obituaries
Ruth Little, a retired director of 

dietetics, died Dec. 22, at age 81. 
Mrs. Little served MCG for 26 
years. She was a member of Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, where 
she participated in various 
women's groups. Survivors include 
sons Charles Little, Clay Little and 
Howard Little; daughter Sallie 
Sanderson; brother Howard 
Andrews; seven granddaughters 
and four great-grandchildren. 
Memorials may be made to the

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 2005

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Building Fund, 1002 Carolina 
Avenue, North Augusta, SC 29841.

Joy A. Foushi, a nurse at the 
West Georgia Boot Camp, died Jan. 
5, at age 55. Ms. Foushi served 
MCG for seven years.

Dr. Manjit Singh, a part-time 
professor in the Department of 
Gastroenterology, died Jan. 5, at 
age 68. Dr. Singh served MCG for 
six years. A Pakistan native, Dr. 
Singh moved to Augusta in 1971. 
He was a member of The Guru 
Nanak Darbar Sikh Temple of 
Augusta and many professional 
societies. Survivors include his 
wife, Kawal Sodhi Singh; sons Dr. 
Jay Jaspreet Singh; Dr. Amit Paul 
Singh; daughter Sonia Singh; two 
granddaughters and many family 
members in India. Memorials may 
be made to the American Cancer 
Society, PO Box 1725, Augusta, GA 
30903 or to The Guru Nanak 
Darbar Sikh Temple of Augusta, 
2252 Nellie Dr., Augusta, GA 
30906.

tar support of our advertisers 
makes this newspaper possible,

- 2005 Daniel R Pearson All ngh.s reserved _ 1639-1692

DIRECTIONS: Recreate a timeless nugget of wisdom by using the 

letters in each vertical column to fill the boxes above them. Once any 

letter is used, cross it out in the lower half of the Buzzle. Letters may 

only be used once. Black squares indicate spaces between words, and 

words may extend onto a second line. Solution on page 15.

STUMPED? Go to www.graphic365.com. Click on the "Plus a whole lot more" button, 
then the Quotation Buzzle image. Select the "partially completed Buzzle."
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Endoscopic sinus surgery is safe, effective in older patients
by Toni Baker

Minimally invasive surgery to alleviate the 
pain and pressure of sinusitis is a safe, 
effective therapy for geriatric patients who 
can't be helped by medication alone, 
according to new research.

"This tells us that we should not neglect 
sinus problems in the elderly; that if 
medicines don't work, we have a surgical 
technique that is not that invasive and results 
in good outcomes," says Dr. Stilianos E. 
Kountakis, otolaryngologist, vice chair of the 
Medical College of Georgia Department of 
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery and 
a principal author on the study published in 
the December issue of Otolaryngology - Head 
and Neck Surgery. "There is a way to improve 
symptoms either with medicine or surgery if 
necessary, and it's worth pursuing because 
patients feel better overall and have better 
quality of life."

Dr. Kountakis and collaborators, led by Drs. 
J. Chris Colclasure and Charles W. Gross at 
the University of Virginia Health System, 
looked at 56 patients over age 60 who

underwent functional endoscopic sinus 
surgery, which uses small cameras and 
monitors to approach sinuses through the 
nose and minimize trauma.

They found patients continued to report 
improvement in symptoms over the year 
following surgery, had few minor 
complications and no major complications, 
Dr. Kountakis says. The findings are 
comparable to studies of younger patient 
populations.

Sinusitis, which affects some 30 million 
Americans, is the sixth most common chronic 
condition of the elderly, says Dr. Kountakis. 
"As we mature, the sinus lining is not as 
efficient at transporting secretions so 
secretions stay behind, sinuses become 
obstructed more easily and more easily 
infected."

Despite the high incidence, sinusitis can go 
untreated in some elderly patients because 
other conditions take priority and/or create 
the perception that sinusitis is more difficult 
to treat in older patients, says Dr. Kountakis, 
who directs the Georgia Sinus and Allergy 
Center.

"We thought that maybe the endoscopic 
sinus surgery wouldn't be as effective because 
of the decreased efficiency of the sinuses that 
naturally occurs with age, but that wasn't the 
case. We thought maybe other medical 
problems, might make surgery less safe and 
effective, but that wasn't the case either," he 
says.

Instead they found 64 percent improvement 
in symptoms at three months, 73 percent 
improvement at six months and 75 percent 
improvement at 12 months, based on patient 
reports of their symptoms as well as physical 
exams.

Medical therapy, including inflammation- 
reducing steroids, mucus thinners and salt 
water douches to moisturize and clean the 
sinuses, is always the first approach to 
treatment, Dr. Kountakis says. But after about 
a month, if the condition is no better, a 
surgical approach through the nose can be 
used to remove obstructions and/or widen 
sinus passages. Typically patients will 
continue to need some type of medicine 
following surgery to help keep their condition 
in check.

Dr. Stilianos E. Kountakis is a principal investigator on a 
new study of endoscopic sinus surgery. (Phil Jones 
photo)

All chronic sinusitis is not created equal, study finds
by Toni Baker

Not all congestion-producing, ear- 
popping, runny-nosed, headachy 
chronic rhinosinusitis infections are 
the same, researchers have found.

Rather, this problem that afflicts 
some 30 million Americans annually 
has four severity classifications that 
could help guide treatment today 
and help find better treatments in 
the future, says the lead author on 
the study published in the November 
issue of The Laryngoscope.

"The way we have been reporting 
on chronic sinusitis is we lump it all 
together so we are comparing apples 
to oranges," says Dr. Stilianos E. 
Kountakis, otolaryngologist and vice 
chair of the Medical College of

Georgia Department of 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery. "We treat one patient one 
way and get this outcome, and we 
treat a similar patient the same way 
and get another outcome. Using 
clinical parameters alone does not 
really predict well what is going to 
happen to the patient."

Researchers decided to factor in 
some basic science as they took a 
retrospective look at 55 patients who 
had surgery for their disease at the 
University of Virginia at 
Charlottesville, where Dr. Kountakis 
was previously on faculty. The 
studies included clinical parameters, 
such as preoperative computerized 
tomography scans and endoscopic 
exams as well as patient reports of

their symptoms based on the Sino- 
Nasal Outcome Test, or SNOT.

But researchers also looked at the 
expression of a gene known to 
contribute to sino-nasal 
inflammation as well as other 
indicators of inflammation, 
including aspirin sensitivity and 
allergies. Typically, pathology 
studies completed after surgery 
indicate whether the patient had 
polyps, growths that can obstruct 
sinus passages that are believed to 
result from the body trying to repair 
an injured sinus lining. These 
studies also looked at levels of 
eosinophils, little exterminator-like 
cells found in the nose that contain 
bubbles with toxins that can kill 
fungi and parasites as they enter.

Despite their noble task, when too 
many of these cells are activated, 
eosinophils contribute to 
inflammation and help support 
polyps.

Not surprisingly, researchers 
found that patients with both 
polyps and high levels of 
eosinophils had the worst disease. 
The other three categories include 
patients with polyps without 
eosinophils, patients without polyps 
who had eosinophils and patients 
with neither.

"Our analysis showed that 
disease severity correlated with the 
presence or absence of polyps 
(clinical objective parameter) and 
the presence or absence of sinus 
tissue eosinophilia (histologic

marker)," the researchers write. "All 
other parameters did not 
incrementally contribute to this 
correlation with disease severity."

Dr. Kountakis already has worked 
with Dr. Richard B. Messier, chief of 
the MCG Section of Anatomic 
Pathology, to include eosinophil 
levels on pathology reports for 
sinusitis patients at MCG Medical 
Center, a step that could also be 
taken by other hospitals.

The ability to better categorize 
this common condition is a good 
first step in more targeted 
treatment; for example, patients 
with higher levels of eosinophils 
may benefit from more anti- 
inflammatory agents over longer 
periods, Dr. Kountakis says.

PAY PLAN ... from page 6

experience. Progress reports on future phases 
will be available in future Beeper articles and 
on the Human Resources Web site.

"We are extremely pleased with the 
support we've received throughout this 
process," said Ms. Norton. "We believe this 
new structure has increased MCG's 
competitive strength in recruiting the most 
qualified candidates for every position on 
campus."

A list of frequently asked questions is 
posted at www.mcg.edu/hr/ 
faqsPayPlan.htm.

For more information, contact the 
Compensation Office at ext. 1-3634.

MINI-MED... from page 6

• March 8: Drs. David Terris and Stilianos 
Kountakis will discuss sinus disorders and 
minimally invasive thyroid surgery.
  March 15: Drs. John Barrett, James Craft, 

Richard Hessler, Andre Kallab, and Thomas 
Wang will discuss cancer from initial 
diagnosis through surgery, pathologic 
diagnosis, radiation, chemotherapy and 
further care.
  March 22: Drs. John Bartley and Cesario 

Borlongan will discuss cloning and the 
research and treatment potential of stem cells.
  March 29: Drs. David Bogorad, Stephanie 

Goei, Julian Nussbaum, and Dilip Thomas

LANGUAGE
will discuss laser vision correction, age- 
related macular degeneration and other eye 
disorders.

A question-and-answer session follows 
each presentation. Light refreshments will be 
served.

Seating is limited and registration is 
encouraged by Feb. 11. Online registration is 
available at www.mcg.edu/ce/MedicalCE/ 
MiniMedFall04.htm. Tuition is free for high 
school students with ID and $50 for others.

For more information, contact the Division 
of Continuing Education at ext. 1-3967.

,... from page 11

opportunities from the university system to 
MCG students. "There is a strong interest on 
campus for multicultural career-development 
opportunities like these."

To preview a course, visit www.japanese. 
gatech.edu/WebCTVista/ or 
www. chinese.gatech. edu/.

Enrollment deadline for online language 
courses is March 1. Early registration is 
encouraged. Classes are limited to 20 students 
per class. For more information on the courses, 
visit the University System of Georgia Office of 
International Education at www.modlangs. 
gatech.edu/online_courses/, or contact Dr. 
Cibirka's office at ext. 1-3096.
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Laurie Lane is SWELL
In Saluting the Work, Excellence, Leadership and Lives of those who comprise MCG, the 
Beeper asks for your nominations for students, faculty or staff whose work has made a 
difference on and off campus. The Beeper spotlights a student or employee nominated by 
his/her peers for outstanding achievement.

This issue's SWELL employee is Laurie Lane, 
administrative coordinator for the Faculty Senate. 
Laurie was nominated by a peer who said, 
"Laurie is a wonderfully organized person who 
keeps a sense of humor and a positive outlook on 
life. She is easy to be around and facilitates 
whatever task in a professional manner."

Mrs. Lane will celebrate 25 years with MCG in 
April. She formerly held positions in research 
and educational support, neurology, biomedical 
engineering and respiratory therapy. She notes 
her current position "is perfect for me and I am 
perfect for it. I love working with and spoiling 
the School of Medicine faculty and it's a joy to

arrange and organize meetings for the 15 committees of the Faculty Senate." 
When she's not at work, Mrs. Lane enjoys travel. She has been to most

continents and all 50 states. She and her husband of 20 years, Frank, have
one "child," a 2-year-old Golden Retriever named Reilly, who is never left
behind and also enjoys trips.

To nominate students, staff or faculty for the SWELL Award, send a brief description of the 
nominee to Ellen Gladden at egladden@mail.mcg.edu, FI-1042 (campus mail), or fax 1-6397. 
Please include the nominee's phone number. Deadline for the Feb. 3 issue is Jan. 26.

Campus beat
The following incidents were recorded by the MCG Public Safety Department. Periodic reports 
of crime-related news on campus are posted in conjunction with federal, state and local laws 
and are intended to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report crimes or suspicious 
activity, call MCG Public Safety at 1-2911 or #2911 from a cellular phone.

Armed Robbery/Kidnapping
On Jan. 5, an armed robbery and 

kidnapping at the intersection of 
15th Street and Walton Way was 
reported to the Richmond County 
Sheriff's Department. On Jan. 3 at 
6 p.m., two unknown subjects 
grabbed the victim from behind, 
covered her eyes, put a gun to her 
head and forced her into a vehicle. 
The victim was taken to an unknown 
location where she ran from the 
vehicle. One subject was described 
as a black male with a light 
complexion and heavy build, 6 feet 
tall, 240 pounds and last seen 
wearing a gray sweatshirt and blue 
jeans. The other subject was 
described as a black male with a 
dark complexion and heavy build, 
6 feet tall, 240 pounds and last seen 
wearing a gray Nike jogging suit.

ENTERPRISE MILL
LOFT APARTMENTS

Walking distance to MCG
Loft and studio apartments with original 

maple floors, window blinds & ceiling fans,
cable connections, large double- 

insulated windows, fitness center, and more.

Listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places

Call 262-4001
or visit 

enterprisemill.com

The subjects' vehicle was described 
as a newer-model Cadillac Escalade. 
The victim reported cash and a 
walkman were taken. The victim 
said she waited two days to report 
the incident because she didn't have 
any money. Anyone with 
information about this incident 
should contact the Richmond County 
Sheriff's Department at 706-821- 
1080.

Motor Vehicle Theft and Recovery
A blue 1993 Ford Escort LX 

station wagon was taken from the 
first level of the parking deck on 
Goss Lane behind Pavilion III on 
Jan. 11 between 10 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. On Jan. 11 at 6:30 p.m., 
the vehicle was recovered at the 
intersection of Wrightsboro Road 
and 12th Street after being involved

in an accident. Two black females 
were seen fleeing from the vehicle 
after the accident. Anyone with 
information about this incident 
should contact the MCG Police at 
ext. 1-2914.

Attempted Vehicle Theft
An attempted vehicle theft in the 

John Ervin Towers Apartment 
Complex parking lot at 1365 Laney 
Walker Boulevard was reported to 
the Richmond County Sheriff's 
Department. Between 11:20 p.m. 
Dec. 27, and 3:30 p.m. Dec. 28, a 
1989 Burgundy Cadillac's left side 
rear vent window was broken out 
and the steering column was 
damaged. Anyone with information 
about this incident should contact 
the Richmond County Sheriff's 
Department at 706-821-1080.

Artwork used with permission of CMC Development Office and artist Donna Whaley.

STAR seeks college students 
for summer research training

Know a college student who wants to learn more about biomedical 
research?

MCG's Student Training and Research Program, held on campus May 16 
through July 22, provides a closer look at a graduate education in the 
biomedical sciences.

Selection requirements include:
  Completion of at least freshman year in college.
  Minimum overall grade point average of 3.0.
  Minimum GPA of 3.0 in science courses.
  Currently enrolled in an undergraduate college. (Candidates who have 

already graduated from undergraduate college or who will complete their 
senior year in spring 2005 are not eligible.)
  Proof of current health insurance coverage that extends throughout the 

duration of the STAR Program.
  U.S. citizenship or international students currently enrolled in a U.S. 

college/university holding a student non-immigrant visa.
The STAR program enables undergraduate students to develop the skills of 

scientists and to explore their interest in biomedical research by participating 
in biomedical research under the guidance of a MCG faculty member.

Participants select the MCG faculty member with whom they want to 
work. Research opportunities are available in biochemistry and molecular 
biology, cell biology and anatomy, molecular medicine, pharmacology, 
physiology, vascular biology, oral biology and the Georgia Prevention 
Institute.

Stipends are provided for living expenses. For additional information and 
an application, visit www.mcg.edu/GradStudies/STARHome.htm or e-mail 
STAR@mcg.edu.

place, and pay for Beeper cWfieds online
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MCG Marketplace

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA

WANTED.

SECRETARY Law office needs part-time sec 
retary. Computer skills required, will train for 
rest. Please reply to PO Box 915, Augusta GA 
30903-0915

CHILD CARE Part-time nanny needed for tod 
dler boy. Afternoons and evenings with occa 
sional weekends. Must have car. Non-smok 
ing. Call Jennifer 737-6062

MISCELLANEOUS.

PERSIAN RUGS Authentic Persian designs. 
Machine-made area rugs, affordable prices: 
$15 to $749. Easily maintained sythetic mtls, 
sizes from 3x5 to 10x14. AMIR GALLERY, 
Augusta Mall, upper level near JC Penney

BREAST PUMP Medulla Dual Electric Breast 
Pump $175.00 Call 854-8941 or 564-8944

LOOM Floor four-harness oak loom. Weave 
rugs, blankets, shawls. Like new. Large amount 
of free yarn incl with purchase. $5000 new, 
will sell for $2800 firm. 738-3099

VACATION RENTALS__________

FRIPP ISLAND Classic low country cottage 
with lovely marsh view. 3 bdrm, IVi bath, 
sleeps 5. Short walk to beach, marina, golf 
course. Please view online at www.VRBO.com, 
listing #28888 or call 627-3058 for more 
details. Thanks!

HILTON HEAD FIDDLER'S COVE Condo near 
beach, 5 min. walk. 2 bdrm, 2bath, poolside. 
Sleeps 6. $100 nightly. (803) 279-6152

SERVICES.

SKILLED CARPENTER Remodeling, repairs, 
additions, decks and trim. FREE estimates. 
(706) 556-8187 - (cell) 589-4268

HOUSEKEEPING Call Sherry: (803) 648-6322

CHILD CARE Live-in child care. Local au pair 
program now accepting applications for sum 
mer arrivals. Average: $253 per week per fami 
ly, not per child. Call April Stanley: (706) 790- 
7327 or (800) 618-2002 www.EurAupair.com

VEHICLES

1998 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE for sale, in 
good condition. Green color with tan interior, 
has AC, power steering, power locks, AM/FM 
radio w/ cassette. S42000.B.O. Call Mike for 
info at (401) 345-1018.

HOMES, APARTMENTS,
ROOMMATES, ETC. ___________

NORTH AUGUSTA Historical Neighborhood: 
Spacious, unfurnished 2 bedroom, 2 bath home. 
Living room with marble fireplace, dining room, 
study, kitchen appliances, partially finished attic, 
garage. Maintenance, pest control and yard care 
included: $800/month + deposit. References, 
lease, no pets please. (803) 279-5578

FOR SALE North Augusta, 2100 sq feet, 4 
bedroom, 2'A bath, custom kitchen, breakfast 
nook, formal dining room, office, built in 
2000. Any offer over 125,000 considered. 
Call Cathy:736-6371, leave msg.

SUMMERVILLE AREA Condominium 2 BR, 
1 BA, Central H/A,Newly Renovated, Hardwd 
floors, new carpet, Washer/Dryer, Located at 
501 Milledge Rd. $600/month $250 deposit 
6 month lease Water/Garbage included. 
Available now. 855-1080 or 863-3070.

FOR SALE: 14 x 80 SW Mobile Home 
3br/2ba, Cent. H/A, island kitchen, garden tub, 
open, bright, must see! 706-210-1738

FOR RENT: Lease ranch-style home with pool 
in Columbia Co. 3 bdrm, 3 bath, Lg. LR/DR, 
den. Country living in Appling, 30 min from 
MCG. $850 month. 706-541-2398 or 706- 
799-9474

RENT Minutes from downtown, 2 bedroom, 
l'/2 bath condo, fully equipped kitchen, wash 
er/dryer, two decks, great closet space, pool, 
fireplace $650/month plus deposit. 706 667- 
9575 or 706 799-3907

FSBO Condo on Hill, #19 Georgetown Court 
condos. 2 bdrm, 2'/2 bath, 2-story brick end 
unit. Minutes from MCG. Available now. 
$69,900. 706-729-0368 or 706-627-2171

LEASE/APPLING AREA Total Privacy, 4000 
sqft, 4 bedrooms -4 bath, Country Estate- 
$2200/mo. 706/541-9485

HILL AREA Adorable 3BR/2BA,LR,DR. W/D 
conn.HDWD floors, tiled baths and laundry. 
Updated baths.kitchen. Fresh paint inside and 
out. Spotless. Screened porch, deck, carport, 
white picket fence. No smoking, pets nego 
tiable. Avail 2/05. $950/mo+dep. 706-364- 
2616

CONVENIENT TO MCG 2BR/2BA, LR, DR, 
Central AC/H, Ceiling fans, Hardwood floors, 
Washer/Dryer. $595/mo and $500 deposit. 
1740 Verdery St. 231-1948

NEAR MCG Brick bungalow, 2Bd/lBa,LR,DR 
Central AC/H, Ceiling fans, Fenced yard, 
Washer/Dryer.$580/mo and $500 deposit. 
1311 Holden St. 231-1948

FSBO Charming older home North Augusta 2 
bdrm, 1 bath, Ig 4-room basement detached 
garage w/upstairs apt (helps reduce payments) 
Minutes from MCG near NA Post Office: 110 
Briggs Ave. $82,500 (803) 278-4878

SUMMERVILLE 3BR, 2 1/2 BA, Central H/A, 
W/D Hookups, Hardwood Firs throughout, 
recently remodeled. Located in the heart of 
Summerville on Central Ave. $850/mo 
$500dep. Call Steve: 833-8685 or 733-7647

SUMMERVILLE AREA: Apartment 2 BR, 1 
BA, Central H/A, Hardwood Firs. Located on 
Stovall Street. $475.00 mo + 1 month 
deposit. Water included. Call Steve: 833-8685 
or 733-7647.

Need bread?
Score some cash 
selling unwanted 
items using 
Beeper classifieds.

SUMMERVILLE AREA: 3 BR, 2BA, Central 
H/A, Hardwood Firs., Laundry Room, complete 
ly remolded in 2001. Excellent condition. 
$750 mo with $500 deposit. Water included. 
Call Steve: 833-8685 or 733-7647

FOR RENT -1300 sqft cottage, 2 bdrm, 1 
bath, steam room! Goldfish pond. Heart of 
Martinez near 1-20. No smoking, no pets. 
$795/mo, $500 dep. Credit check required. 
(706) 869-8888-W, (706) 267-9451-C, (706) 
868-0449-H

Congratulations!
Eye Clinic employee Esther Polen found her name hidden in the 

Walden Hills apartments ad on page 5 in our last issue.
ESTHER WON A COOL $50.00!!!

WILL YOUR NAME BE HIDDEN IN THIS ISSUE?
FOR RENT: AUGUSTA Small 4 Room 1 Bath 
house, central H/A, ceiling fans, w/d hook ups, 
fenced backyard, $400/month + deposit lease 
& references. Call 8am-8pm 706-863-9102

FOR RENT 2 bdrm 1 bath house, Cent H&A, 
hardwood floors, ceiling fans, $500/mo + dep, 
Lease & Refs. Near MCG 863-9102

NATIONAL HILLS 10 Min from MCG 
3BR/2BA 2-car garage No smoking, no pets 
$800/mo. 799-5932

LEASE PURCHASE- walking distance to 
MCG, $675 per month + dep. 4 X-lg bed 
rooms, 2 baths. Also available for rent, house 
to share, 2 bedrooms with private study room 
and separate entrance, utilities included, $350. 
Call to inquire (706) 722-0421.

FOR RENT Walton Way Ext area: 2 bdrm, IVi 
bath, quiet area, great location, $575/month. 
Call 855-5986

NEAR MCG 2Bd/lBa Home, Central A/H, '
Wood Floors, Ceiling fans, W/D inluded, Fenced 
backyard. $570/mo plus deposit. 1104 Murphy 
St. 231-1948

APARTMENTS FOR RENT College Station

on-site management, indiv. leases, POOL, free
parking. (706) 733-1266 - 3105 Wrightsboro
Road. Rents from $240

MOBILE HOME Large, well-maintained, 2 
bdrm, 2 bath, on 2Vi acres. W/D, stove & fridge 
incl. Close to Ft. Gordon. On cul-de-sac, very pri
vate. $450/mo + dep. 556-1472

ADVERTISE HERE Place your ad here »> 
or online: www.graphic365.com

THE BUZZLE SOLVED!
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Page 12: "We recognize that flat 
tery is poison, but its perfume 
intoxicates us." 
  Charles Vartlet, Marquis de la 

Grange, 1639 - 1692

CHECK OUR ADS TO FIND OUT! AND REMEMBER: 
CAjLL BEFORE THE FRIDAY NOON DEADLINE!

lYjJ^J^JE/./Y J\fe/J.$l& &(§Fi~t]>:&S~b
...wherein we hide (with fiendish cleverness) the names of randomly 
chosen students and employees   one per issue   then slather them 
with cash if they manage to find their name. If your name is hidden in 
one of the advertisements in this issue, you'll score fifty dollars. Sure, 
it pays to read the Beeper.
THE RULES: 1 . Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden with 
in one of the ads in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, call the Beeper busi 
ness office (706-860-5455) or notify us via e-mail (graphicadv@knology.net) before noon on 
Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 
FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not call. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or 
employed by MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is 
responsible for printing errors which may make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other 
newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more than one person has the same hidden name, 
the first person to claim the prize is the sole winner. 7. Prizes awarded to winners may vary 
from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

r-----( MCG Marketplace )-----,

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Name

Address
MCG extension (if applicable)- ad mav not contain

an MCG extension
Home phone:

Category of art (leave hlank if unsure):

AD (write one word per line, including home phone number):

.25 .50 .75

1.00 1.25 1.50

1.75 2.00 2.25

2.50 2.75 3.00

O.^O O.DU O. / O

4.75 5.00 5.25

5.50 5.75 6.00

6.25 6.50 6.75

7.00 7.25 7.50

7.75 8.00 8.25

8.50 8.75 9.00

Copy this form or continue on additional sheet if more space needed.

Send this form with payment to: 
Graphic Advertising, PO Box 397, Augusta, GA 30903-0397

Total ad cost by number of words above: $
Multiply by number of times ad to run: x

Total submitted: $

MCG Marketplace ads are 25f per word per issue, pre-paid and non-refundable 
(payment: check or money order payable to Graphic Advertising, or place online 

at www.graphic365.com). Ads for next issue (February 3) must be received in 
writing not later than January 28. (We publish every other Thursday)
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Attention Students:

Looking for a summer job?
The Office of Educational 

Outreach and Partnerships is seeking 
a program assistant and a residence 
hall supervisor to assist with the 
Student Educational Enrichment 
Programs held on the MCG campus 
from June 4 - July 22. Both positions 
will work 40 hours a week for seven 
weeks.

The residence hall supervisor 
must have at least two years of 
college (bachelor's degree 
preferred), leadership experience 
working with high school and/or 
college students, one year of 
experience working in a health care 
environment, a demonstrated ability 
to make sound and responsible 
judgment and one year of experience 
supervising others. The supervisor

DECONTAMINATION
... from page 9

Medical Center, rapidly set up 
decontamination sites outside their 
doors so patients could be treated as 
quickly as possible.

The two-day CDLS-D® course 
teaches participants something 
about potentially harmful chemicals 
such as chlorine, which was being 
hauled by one of the trains, and 
cyanide, used in industry and also 
shipped around the country. But it 
focuses on familiarizing personnel 
with the terminology and activity of 
disaster management and how to 
rapidly set up and use 
decontamination facilities, says Dr. 
Shepherd. "The goal of all the 
courses is to get everyone to use a 
common language, sort of like CPR. 
You can take somebody from the 
East Coast, somebody from the West 
Coast and meet in the middle of the 
country and they all know how to do 
this the same way. They know the 
same vocabulary. We are trying to 
do that with disasters."

This common language translates 
to smoother management when 
disaster strikes, he says.

Coursework includes a four-hour 
didactic session the first day, where 
participants learn basics about 
hazardous chemical agents. The 
afternoon is spent learning to don 
protective gear or how and where to 
set up commercially-built shelters 
for decontamination. The second 
day, mock disasters enable 
participants to see how it all comes 
together.

For more information, visit 
http://66.160.8.45/cdls_d.asp

will live in the dormitory for seven 
weeks and work four nights per 
week and on weekends.

The program assistant must have a 
bachelor's degree in a science, be 
enrolled full-time at MCG or another 
health professions institution, be in 
good standing with at least a 2.5

grade point average and at least a 3.0 
GPA in a basic science. The assistant 
will live on campus in the dormitory 
for seven weeks. Experience working 
or participating in a summer 
program is preferred.

Compensation for both positions 
will include dormitory 
accommodations.

Applicants must submit an 
application, two recent letters of 
reference, transcript of academic 
performance and a brief resume by 
March 18. Personal interviews with 
program administrators are required.

Applications can be obtained from 
and sent to Linda S. James at 
ljames@mcg.edu or Wilma A. 
Sykes-Brown, wsykes@mcg.edu. For 
more information, call ext. 1-2522.

AUGUSTA TO ATLANTA AIRPORT
www.eliteshuttleservices.com

visit us online at:
www. .com
for current rates and schedule.

"Let Us. Get You...
Connected/"

Elite Shuttle Services, L.L.C. 
3540 Wheeler Road

"*• «••-«-• 407 wheeler Executive Center
Augusta, GA 30909

(Just past the YMCA, across from Morris Travel)

7O6-737-O665or 
Toll Free 877-737-0665

Medical College of Georgia 
| Printing & Copying Services
" 52415th Stmi, Annex II-HT-1200-1220 I 

<^S^^ Augusta, GA 30912 I

10% Discount
ON YOUR NEXT PRINTING/COPYING ORDER

(ONE JOB PER COUPON)

Printing: (706) 721-3575 Fax:(706)721-4785 
Copying; (706) 721-3333 Fax: (706) 721-2676 

Electronic Job Submission at CofyCenter@maiLmcg.edu

Offer Expires
2-28-05

3-Minate Cor Wash & Quick Lube

$4.00 AUTOMATIC WASH & FREE VACUUMS
"A New Concept in FAST Car Washing"

2841 Washington Road (next to Red Lobster)
HOURS: Mon-Sat, 8-8; Sun, 11-6

EVANS

CAR WASHES AND DETAIL SHOPS
Oil change and lube featuring 

quality Valvoline" products.
(at Evans & Express locations only.)

Hours:
Mon-Sat: 8:30-5:30, 

Sun: Noon-5:00

I

Across from Evans Cinemas 
868-1450

( MARTINEZ )
Across from West Towne 

868-1550
( DOWNTOWN ")

Next to Johnson Motor Co. 
722-4109 (Closed Sun)

C AUGUSTA MAlQ
Across from the mall 

738-1300

$2«« off
ANY PACKAGE WASH

!HAND WAX
I S^P ^K^^^

Includes Full Service 
Wash, Tire Shine, Air 

Freshener & Hand Wax

CM WUM£S M» BJETUL BMW'S

Deluxe Wash | <* ,-g* ajfgf' Most vehicles. Not valid
or Higher \<t'r?l~-i'^r~fl «*'* any other special

I ^£S&*Z££S£i Expires 02-25-05

Want to know who won the Hidden Name contest?

Want to read and place classified ads online?

www.graphic365.com
Need the schedule for everv Beeper issue of 2005?

www.graphic365.com
At home or on vacation and want the Beeper crossword?

Want to check out Beeper stories online?

www.mcg.edu/nows/hoeper

www.graphic365.com


