
>eeper
Thursday, August 5, 2004 J^> Volume 14 | Number 16

Hard work is propelling dental school forward
by Christine Hurley Demo

When School of Dentistry Dean Connie Drisko 
says that things are looking up, she means it 
literally.

She cited increases in research funding, clinic 
volume, student test scores, alumni participation 
and many other indicators as she reflected on the 
past year during her July 27 State of the School 
Address.

"We've done a lot of work, and we have a lot of 
work to do," she said, applauding the efforts of 
faculty, staff, students, administrators, alumni and 
friends, all of whose efforts have propelled the 
school forward.

For instance, research funding grew 128 percent 
this year, and the school is rapidly expanding in 
areas such as biomedical and biomaterials 
research. Such research not only garners national 
and international acclaim but offers exciting 
advances for patients and creates a stimulating

environment for students, she said.
And the school's students have never been more 

impressive, Dr. Drisko said, noting that 219 
applicants vied for this year's 62 first-year spots. 
Seventeen of the 62 freshmen come from 
medically underserved areas of the state. Eight are 
African-American and four are Hispanic, reflecting 
the school's commitment to diversity. "And as 
we've become more diverse, our grade point 
average has gone up," Dr. Drisko said.

The school is also busy recruiting top-notch new 
faculty and hopes to establish three new endowed 
chairs soon. "When I came to MCG, I was told that 
if we find the right people, MCG will help us get 
them here, and that has certainly been true," she 
said.

As the school grows, its focus grows as well, she 
said, observing that "dentistry is about so much 
more than just teeth." The school works closely 
with faculty from other MCG schools and with

See DENTAL ADDRESS page 16
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School of Dentistry Dean Connie Drisko citesgrowth in 
virtually every segment of the school. (Phil Jones photo)

Study cites success of stroke-prevention efforts
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Dr. Robert J. Adams is second author on a study of stroke rates in children with sickle cell 
disease. (Phil Jones photo illustration)

by Toni Baker

The incidence of first stroke in children with 
sickle cell disease in California has taken a 

nose-dive since 1998 and the likely reason is 
a program developed at the Medical 

College of Georgia to identify and treat 
children at risk, a new study shows. 

The study by the University of 
California, San Francisco, 

published in the current 
issue of Blood, looked at 
nearly two-thirds of the 
state's children at high risk 
for stroke.

Researchers found a 
more than 80 percent 
reduction in first strokes, a 
decline that began soon 
after the National 
Institutes of Health issued 
a clinical alert that regular 
blood transfusions could 
dramatically reduce 
stroke risk.

2000

"Among Californian children with sickle cell 
disease, stroke rates were relatively stable in the 
eight years leading up to the STOP study and then 
declined significantly (by more than 80 percent) 
over the subsequent two years," wrote the 
research team, led by Dr. Heather J. Fullerton, 
neurologist.

MCG's STOP study began in 1995, following 
130 at-risk children age 2-16 at 14 sites in the 
United States and Canada. It found a 90 percent 
reduction in strokes in patients receiving regular 
blood transfusions, prompting the NIH to halt the 
$12.1 million study funded by the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute 16 months early so that 
doctors and the general public could learn the 
news.

"This is the first objective evidence from 
another source of what we predicted should 
happen if people followed the strategy that was 
proven to be effective in the STOP study: that new 
strokes ought to be reduced significantly," said Dr. 
Robert J. Adams, MCG neurologist who is second 
author on the Blood study and was principal 
investigator on the original STOP study.

See STROKE page 14
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Bits & Bytes
Editor's note: Information Technology offers technology tips in this column. To submit 
questions or suggestions for topics, contact Becky Rogers, manager of customer service, 
Information Technology Support and Services, at ext. 1-3668.

Student wireless access
Would you like to have wireless access to the 

MCG data network and the Internet on campus? 
With help from the student technology fee, 
Information Technology Support and Services is 
working to make it happen.

The Mandatory Student Fee Committee 
recognizes the potential of wireless Internet 
capability and allocated funds to expand wireless 
capability to several new locations on campus as 
Phase I of the Student Wireless Project. The 
addition of wireless will greatly enhance learning 
opportunities for students. This service will 
provide hands-on access to curriculum materials, 
e-mail and the Internet, which are currently not 
available in some areas due to lack of computer 
connections or lab computers. Wireless access 
uses radio frequency signals to exchange 
information between your computer and the 
Internet through special equipment (wireless 
access points) connected to the MCG campus 
network. No cables are required.

  Wireless locations fall into three categories - 
libraries, classrooms and meeting/common areas
- and service at these locations will be funded in 
multiple phases. Phase I will include

implementation of wireless access for the entire 
Greenblatt Library and classrooms used by all 
five MCG schools, including some classrooms in 
the School of Dentistry, School of Nursing, Walter 
L. Shepeard Building, Pavilion I, Telemedicine 
Building, Jennings Building, Pavilion III, 
Auditoria Center, Sanders Building, Hamilton 
Wing Building, Faculty Office Building and 
Interdisciplinary Research Building. Meeting and 
common areas in these buildings will be included 
in Phase II.

The Mandatory Student Fee Committee has 
allocated $50,000 from the student technology 
fee to fund start-up costs for wireless in Phase I 
areas. Information Technology Support and 
Services will oversee the installation over the 
next several months. Site surveys of each 
building and area will be done to provide a cost 
per building. This site survey will ensure that 
wireless coverage will be available in the areas 
identified by each school. Phase I is expected to 
be completed by Jan. 1.

More information on the project's progress will 
be provided in future Bits & Bytes and on posters 
and signs across campus.
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MCG Mission, 
Vision and Values

Mission
The mission of the Medical 

College of Georgia is to improve 
health and reduce the burden of 
illness in society by discovering, 
disseminating and applying 
knowledge of human health and 
disease.

Vision
The Medical College of Georgia 

will be one of the nation's premier 
health sciences universities.

Values
As a public institution dedicated 

to the discovery, dissemination 
and application of scientific 
knowledge, the Medical College of 
Georgia values leadership, social 
responsibility, compassion, 
diversity, professionalism and 
excellence.

Mini-Medical School seeks participants
Want to learn more about your 

health, disease and the science used 
in forming new treatments?

The MCG Mini-Medical School 
offers the public an in-depth look 
at medical science, covering health 
issues from birth to death. The 
only prerequisite for entry is an 
interest in science, medicine, 
health and the body. MCG faculty 
members will teach the six-course 
semester, which begins Oct. 12.

Classes will be held on Tuesday 
evenings through Nov. 16 from 7-9 
p.m. in the MCG School of 
Dentistry auditorium, room 1020.

Seating is limited and registration 
is encouraged by Oct. 1. An online 
registration form is available at www. 
mcg.edu/ce/MedicalCE/MiniMed 
Fall04.htm.

For more information, contact the 
Division of Continuing Education at 
ext. 1-3967 or (800) 221-6437.

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
A question-and-answer session will be held after each presentation. 

Light refreshments win be served.

  Oct. 12: Drs. Walton Curl and Monte Hunter will discuss arthroscopic 
surgery joint disorders, diagnoses and treatments
  Oct. 19: Drs. Kevin and Carolyn Landolfo will discuss heart health, heart 
diseases, treatments and diagnoses.
  Oct. 26: Drs. Bernard Gutin and Robert G. Martindale will discuss diets, 
obesity, exercise and nutrition.
  Nov. 2: Drs. Ines H. Berger and J. Ned Pruitt will discuss pain 
management, including migraine headaches, cancer pain, nerve pain, back 
pain and fibromyalgia.
  Nov. 9: Drs. Ronald Lewis, James Brown and Martha Terris will discuss 
prostate cancer, urinary incontinence and erectile dysfunction.
  Nov. 16: Drs. Edward Chin and Anthony Mulloy will discuss diabetes, 
thyroid disorders, osteoporosis and treatment options.

A fond farewell
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I/reception 
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Thyroid removal technique minimizes scarring
by Toni Baker

The best approach to removing a 
diseased thyroid, the endocrine 
gland just under the Adam's apple 
that controls the body's metabolic 
rate, amazingly may be from under 
the arm, according to a study 
published in the August issue of the 
journal Laryngoscope.

"It was simply the easiest way to 
take these glands out that provided a 
cosmetic incision," said Dr. David J. 
Terris, Porubsky Professor and chair 
of the MCG Department of 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery and the article's lead author. 
"Because it requires coming from a 
little distance, it gives the surgeon 
additional perspective."

Using pigs as his animal model, 
Dr. Terris and his colleagues were the 
first to compare five different 
minimally invasive approaches, 
where surgeons use small incisions, 
tiny telescopes and video monitors. 
In other countries, these approaches 
already are being tested clinically for 
removing thyroids because of cancer 
and benign growths.

"Endoscopic thyroidectomy has 
been introduced as an alternative to 
open surgery because it is minimally 
invasive, provides superior 
visualization, and results in reduced 
scars," the authors write in 
Laryngoscope. "Several different 
endoscopic techniques have been 
proposed, and each was associated 
with good clinical and cosmetic 
results."

Their comparative study indicated 
that while the more distant approach 
through the armpit takes a little 
longer, the inconspicuous scars make 
it worth that effort.

"Some approaches previously 
explored included coming up under 
the chest skin, coming down from 
the upper neck and coming from the 
armpit (the axilla), but nobody had 
really compared these and there was 
no description in an animal model," 
Dr. Terris said. "We settled on the 
axilla because, as you can imagine, 
those incisions will be completely 
hidden. If it's your 23-year-old 
daughter, wouldn't you rather have 
this technique?"

The standard approach in the 
United States to removing half or all 
of the two-inch, two-lobed thyroid 
gland remains direct access through 
a several-inch incision near the base 
of the neck. But Dr. Terris predicts 
that procedure also will change in 
this country as it has for many 
surgeries.

The first minimally invasive 
techniques were used in the

Dr. David J. Terris has shown that the best approach to taking out a diseased thyroid in the 
neck may be from under the arm. (Phil Jones photo)

abdomen, where surgeons now 
routinely remove gallbladders, 
spleens, reproductive organs and 
others using this approach that 
requires smaller incisions and less 
healing time and minimizes scarring 
and complications.

Dr. Terris, who came to MCG from 
Stanford University Medical Center 
in September 2002, has enabled this

approach in the comparatively tight 
confines of the neck by identifying 
the hernia balloon - already used in 
the groin region - as a way to create 
space that allows surgeons to see 
and work. "This has allowed us to 
safely introduce instruments so that 
we can remove lymph nodes, 
submandibular (salivary) glands and 
even do a neck dissection

CATERING
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endoscopically in animal models. 
More recently, we have started doing 
thyroid surgery completely 
endoscopically in animal models as 
well," Dr. Terris said, hence the need 
to objectively assess which approach 
is best.

Now that he's completed the 
animal studies, he plans to test the 
axillary approach for thyroid removal 
in cadavers before using it in his 
clinical practice. Those cadaver 
studies are particularly important 
because the pig, while an excellent 
model for human anatomy between 
the armpit and neck, does have a few 
differences. In the human, 
parathyroid glands, which regulate 
calcium levels, as well as crucial 
nerves that go to the voice box, are 
close to the thyroid gland.

Problems with the thyroid gland 
tend to occur in women in their 30s,

40s and 50s. Growths or goiters can 
result in a hyperactive thyroid gland 
and jittery, sweaty patients who 
can't gain weight. Typically if there is 
a single growth, the surgeons take 
out that half of the gland, rule out 
cancer and that is the end of the 
problem. If it is cancer, the good 
news is the thyroid can be 
completely removed, cure rates are 
high and the gland's function can be 
replaced by a single, daily pill, Dr. 
Terris said. Known causes of thyroid 
cancer include radiation exposure.

He's already received clinical 
approval from MCG's Institutional 
Review Board to use the scar- 
reducing approach to remove lymph 
nodes and salivary glands in a small 
number of patients; once he's 
completed the small clinical study, 
he plans to offer that approach 
routinely.

WINDSOR
JEWELERS

NATIONAL HILLS
2635 WASHINGTON RD.   AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 30904 
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first loan or cash advance loan for 
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Protective mechanism exploited by tumors may provide new cancer treatment
by Toni Baker

Like a parasite exploiting its host, 
some tumors protect themselves by 
recruiting non-tumor cells that 
normally help keep the immune 
system in check, say researchers at 
the Medical College of Georgia.

When the researchers looked into 
the lymph nodes where tumors 
drain - typically the first place 
tumors spread - they found a subset 
of normal host immune cells were 
expressing IDO, an immuno- 
suppressive enzyme also expressed 
by the fetus to help avoid rejection 
by the mother's immune system.

They also found that when they 
gave a drug to block IDO 
expression, the immune system 
rallied.

"Our hypothesis in this situation 
was that the bad guys in this case 
were actually cells from the host, 
perfectly normal cells that had, in a 
sense, been requested by the 
tumor," says Dr. David Munn, 
pediatric hematologist-oncologist 
and lead author on the study 
published in the July 15 issue of 
Journal of Clinical Investigation.

Now they have shown in an 
animal model that these normal 
cells are a type of dendritic cell that 
was previously ignored by the 
scientists because they believed the 
cells were involved in making 
antibodies not in suppressing the 
immune system. By recognizing the 
actual role of these previously 
discarded cells, the MCG scientists 
and their collaborators have moved 
significantly closer to using this 
approach to help cancer patients.

"We have demonstrated that the

IDO inhibitor drug is useful in 
mice," says Dr. Munn. "It's useful in 
a tumor model that is related to the 
kinds of patients we would want to 
treat. This brings us closer to being 
able to approach the [Food and 
Drug Administration] suggesting 
that IDO inhibitor drugs would be 
appropriate to use in patients."

The National Institutes of Health 
will do toxicity studies of the IDO 
inhibitor as well as other studies 
needed to take the proposal for 
clinical trials to the PDA, Dr. Munn 
says.

Should the PDA move toward 
clinical trials, it likely will be at least 
a year before studies begin to look 
at the safety and efficacy of the 
treatments that would help make 
tumors more vulnerable to the 
immune system, Dr. Munn says. He 
added that the therapy likely would 
be an adjunct to existing approaches 
such as chemotherapy and possibly 
a tumor vaccine that stimulates the 
immune response.

"It's a general property of any 
tumor that survives long enough to 
come to medical attention that it has 
figured out a way to evade the 
immune system," Dr. Munn says. 
"What we would hope is that some 
group of tumors would rely 
primarily on this IDO mechanism to 
do that. It may not be because they 
are a particular type of tumor. It 
may be that tumors try different 
mechanisms and some breast 
cancers, colon cancers, melanomas 
or whatever hit on this particular 
strategy."

The idea of using this strategy 
against tumors began in 1998 when 
MCG scientists reported in Science

Dr. David Munn is lead author on a new study that helps explain how tumors protect themselves.

that the fetus used IDO - 
indoleamine 2,3-dioxygenase - to 
locally disable the mother's immune 
system and avoid rejection. The 
potential of using the IDO 
mechanism to manipulate immune 
response is being explored in other 
areas as well, such as protecting 
transplanted organs from rejection 
and helping the immune system 
fight HIV infection.

Fortunately, several compounds 
that might inhibit IDO already 
existed, developed as part of 
studying pathways involving the

Jeanene Pihkala, manager of the Flow Cytometry Core Laboratory, operates cell-sorting equipment (Phil Jones photos)

natural amino acid, tryptophan. 
Tryptophan is a precursor to the 
neurotransmitter, serotonin, and 
some popular antidepressants work 
by making serotonin more available 
to the brain. IDO suppresses the 
immune response by degrading 
tryptophan, which also is important 
to T cells, major orchestrators of the 
immune response.

The MCG researchers were able to 
identify and isolate the IDO- 
expressing cells recruited by the 
tumor by using state-of-the-art cell- 
sorting equipment purchased for 
MCG by the Georgia Research 
Alliance. "Once we had them 
isolated, that allowed us to test 
them in vitro to see if they really 
were suppressive like we thought," 
Dr. Munn says. "Then, the most 
convincing part of this to us was 
that we could transfer the cells from 
a mouse that had a tumor into 
another that didn't and see if the 
immune system of the tumor-free 
mouse also became suppressed. 
And the answer was, 'Yes it did.'"

While he is excited about the 
potential of using the laboratory 
findings to help patients, Dr. Munn 
says the steps from bench to 
bedside are still complex. In the last 
few years, scientists have 
recognized that the immune system 
is not a passive observer. Rather, 
there are ongoing natural 
mechanisms, including IDO 
expression, that actively help keep 
the immune system tolerant. "We

have to be tolerant of ourselves all 
the time; otherwise, you get 
autoimmune diseases such as 
arthritis and lupus," Dr. Munn says. 
"It's the difference between a car 
that is sitting there not moving but 
doesn't have on the emergency 
brake so it could move versus one 
that has on the emergency brake 
and can't move until you take it off. 
Natural tolerance mechanisms are 
like a brake that must be removed 
before the immune system will 
attack the tumor.

"If you take off the brakes (for 
example with an IDO inhibitor 
drug), you may make people sick. 
We need to be very careful that we 
do not do something that causes 
harm to patients. So that is our. next 
task: to test it in animal models to 
see if it's a safe and appropriate 
thing to give patients," Dr. Munn 
says.

His collaborators at MCG include 
Dr. Andrew Mellor, director of the 
MCG Immunotherapy Center; Drs. 
Madhav D. Sharma and Deyan Hou, 
assistant research scientists; Dr. 
Babak Baban, research associate; 
Dr. Jeffrey R. Lee, gastrointestinal 
pathologist; Dr. Phillip Chandler, 
senior research scientist; and Dr. 
Pandelakis Koni, immunologist. 
Also, Drs. Scott J. Antonia and Jane 
L. Messina of the H. Lee Moffitt 
Cancer Center in Tampa, Fla. The 
research was funded by the NIH and 
the Carlos and Marguerite Mason 
Trust.
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<((]Foi over 36 years,
we've been helping

folks at MCG."
Different homes. 

Same results since 1967. 
Call Stewart and Laura.

phin3324@bellsouth.net 
office: (706) 863-8953 
home: (706) 733-4138

N
Just say yes! Let our family help your family"

The Department of Oral Rehabilitation needs patients who 
would like to have whiter teeth. The Medical College of Georgia, 
School of Dentistry, Department of Oral Rehabilitation, needs 
patients who want whiter teeth to participate in the evaluation of 
a tooth whitening system administered by dentist. Patients must 
be 21 or older and in good general health. The Human Assurance 
Committee of the Medical College of Georgia has approved the 
study. Patients may benefit by improved esthetic appearance. The 
study will last six months. The material will be supplied free to 
the subjects.

Principal Investigator: Dr. William D. Browning 
Department of Oral Rehabilitation

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT

DEBBIE NUNLEY OR ANGELA STEEN 
(706) 721-0868 • Mon-Fri 8 am - 5 pm

Don't miss a beep.

ENTERPRISE MILL can 262-4001
or visit 

enterprisemill.com

A IWALTON WAY DRESSMAKING
& ALTERATIONS

795 EVE STREET • 737-2100
GOOD NEWS: Same-day service! 10% OFF

FOR MFDICAI PFRSDNNFI

on 15th Street across from the MCG Annex

All you care to eat;
Salad
Cavatini
Breadsticks

AT A DELICIOUS PRICE:

in a|l your favorite 
choices

FAMILY PACK

99

for 2 people!

SPECIAL OFFER GOOD FOR A LIMITED TIME

Urge Piixa Any Way You Want 
targe 1-Topping Piwa 
Side Order of Breadsticks 
ft 2-Liter

FOR ANY WAY YOU WANT IT, CHOOSE UP TO 3 TOPPINGS, ANY LOVER'S 
LINE OR SUPREME, SUPER SUPREME $1 MORE. VALID ON PAN, THIN 'N 
CRISPY AND HAND-TOSSED STYLE PIZZA. ONE COUPON PER PARTY PER 
VISIT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR OFFER.

LOFT APARTMENTS
Walking distance to MCG

Loft and studio apartments with original 
maple floors, window blinds & ceiling fans

cable connections, large double- 
insulated windows, fitness center, and more

Listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places

Artwork used with permission of CMC Development Office and artist Donna Whaley.

WE'RE OPEN 11-11 SEVEN DAYS

wwj ̂ Bfcs Wf ̂ pk •: • HI ^m • ^ 
Limited delivery area. $8 minimum order.

Healthy Women Needed for Cervical 
Cancer/Genital Warts Prevention Study

Women age 24 to 45 with no history of treatment for cervical
disease may qualify to participate in a study to determine the safety

and effectiveness of a vaccine intended to prevent HPV infection.
HPV causes genital warts and abnormal Pap smears

and may cause cervical cancer.

Benefits of the study include free Pap smears for three years and
free HPV testing. Participants will be paid. For more information,

please contact:

Medical College of Georgia
Department of Family Medicine

(706) 721-2535
or

Call Toll Free: (877) 643-1414 
Principal Investigator: Daron Ferris, M.D.

.Read every Beeper cover to cover
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The Learning Curve Keep HR notified of status changes
HR offers 
training

Editor's note: The MCG Division of Human Resources lists training opportunities in this
monthly column. Courses are free for MCG
employees. For more information about training
course not listed here, contact Training and
Development Manager Ale Kennedy at ext. 1-6197.
A list of courses is available online at
www.mcg.edu/hr/training.

August Classes
Courses are free and are held in the 

Human Resources training room, Annex 
Building, room 1151, unless otherwise 
noted.
• Worker's Compensation - Thursday, Aug. 5,9-11 a.m.
• Customer Service: Quality Matters -Tuesday, Aug. 10; Thursday, Aug. 12; 

Tuesday, Aug. 17; Thursday, Aug. 19 from 9-11 a.m.
• Dealing with Difficult People - Friday, Aug. 13, 9-11 a.m.
• Grant Writing 101 -Wednesday, Aug. 18, 9-11 a.m.
• Workplace Violence- Friday, Aug. 20,10-11 a.m.
• Excel Level II - Wednesday, Aug. 25,9-11 a.m.
• Human Resources Policies and Procedures: Classifying new positions / 

Reclassifying existing positions and hiring different types of non-faculty 
employees -Thursday, Aug. 26,2-4 p.m.

August Brown Bag Series:
• Excel Level I - Monday, Aug. 9, noon -1 p.m.
• Confidentiality and Privacy - Wednesday, Aug. 11, noon - 1 p.m.
• Contracts -Wednesday, Aug. 25, noon - 1 p.m.
• Retirement Planning - Thursday, Aug. 26, noon - 1 p.m.
• Community Involvement - Tuesday, Aug. 31, noon - 1 p.m., Student 

Center, room 2021

Registration Guidelines:
• Registration forms and course descriptions are located on the Human 

Resources Training and Development Web site, www.mcg.edu/hr/training/
• Complete and submit one form per participant, per class.

Milestones
School of Medicine appoints 
associate dean

Dr. Christopher White, professor of 
pediatrics in the MCG School of 
Medicine, has been named associate 

dean for faculty 
development 
and educational 
achievement.

His duties will 
include directing 
the School of 
Medicine Career 
Development 
and Education 

Center, established in 2000 to 
provide career development 
programs for new faculty, promote 
faculty educational development, 
support the scholarship of medical 
education and house education 
resources.

"Dr. White has played a key role in 
the faculty development programs 
sponsored by the Career 
Development and Education Center 
and in training programs for

Dr. White

community-based volunteer faculty 
throughout the state," said Dr. Ruth- 
Marie Fincher, vice dean for 
academic affairs in the School of 
Medicine. "He has earned 
widespread respect as a role model 
and mentor among the MCG faculty 
and peers nationally. We are pleased 
to have his leadership in this new 
position."

Dr. White joined the MCG faculty 
in 1994. Since 2000, he has served as 
co-director of clinical faculty 
development, conducting workshops 
and providing professional 
development opportunities to 
Georgia physicians who volunteer to 
lead medical students during their 
clinical rotations. He has published 
frequently in peer-reviewgd medical 
education journals, often focusing on 
new approaches to use technology 
for teaching.

He received a bachelor's degree 
from the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point and a medical degree

See MILESTONES page TO

Notify employee benefits of your child's student status
MCG employees with children entering college or 

reaching age 19, or those with children with a change to 
their student status should notify the Benefits Section of 
the Human Resources Division to avoid disruption of 
their benefits.
• If a dependent is over age 19 and is a full-time student, 
the employee must provide documentation from the 
college's registrar's office to avoid interruption of 
coverage.
• If the dependent is no longer considered a full-time 
student, the employee must notify the Benefits Office 
within 31 days.

Have you recently moved?
To help Human Resources update addresses and 

phone numbers, employees who have recently changed 
offices should have the department complete a 
Personnel Action Request Form. PAR forms are 
available online at the MCG Forms Repository at www. 
oacs.mcg.edu/forms/. Completed forms should be 
submitted to
HUMANRESOURCES_PROCESSING@mail.mcg.edu, or 
the Processing Unit of the Human Resources Division, 
room 1121, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday-Friday.

Human Resources Division contact information:
Department Phone

Benefits ext. 1-3770
Classification/Compensation ext. 1-3634
Director's Office ext. 1-3777
Employment - Recruitment ext. 1-1389
Employment - Records ext. 1-3631 
Employme^,ytoliiftgs:gjB; ext. 1-0961
GCHC ext. 1-1783
Training ext. 1-3196

Groupwise e-mail address

HUMANRESOURCES_BENEFITS@mail.mcg.edu)
HUMANRESOURCES_CLASSANDCOMP@mail.mcg.edu
HUMANRESOURCES_DIR_OFFICE@mail.mcg.edu
HUMANRESOURCES_EMPLOYMENT@mail.mcg.edu
HUMANRESOURCES_EMPLOYMENT@mail.mcg.edu
HUMANRESOURCES_PROCESSING@mail.n
HUMANRESOURCES_GCHC@mail.mcg.edu
HUMANRESOURCES_TRAINING@mail.mcg.edu

Medical Communi

Metro Augusta's Bank of Choice

MEDICAL CENTER OFFICE
1580 Walton Way • Augusta, Georgia

706-312-6500
Member
FDIC
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No lazy days of summer here
by Ellen Gladden

**.
At age 10, Alyssa Paetau's bedside 

manner earned her the nickname 
"Doc AP" from family members. 
Today, she's working to earn the 
name in the Medical College of 
Georgia School of Medicine.

"When I was 10 years old and my 
grandparents were in town, my 
granddad tripped and broke his 
ankle," said the second-year medical 
student. "(As he lay in bed), I 
remember getting ice for him and 
dancing around the room to make 
him smile. He started calling me Doc 
AP. I've always wanted to make 
people feel better. I guess that's why 
anybody [pursues a health care 
profession]."

Her compassion for others led the 
Marietta native to begin the pre-med 
track at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology. "After two years at Tech, 
I was worn out, but I knew I wanted 
to work in a health care field. One of 
my best friends has cystic fibrosis, so 
I learned a lot about respiratory 
therapists. I also did some 
shadowing in the neonatal intensive 
care unit and could not imagine 
myself doing anything else."

She applied to MCG and in 2002 
earned a bachelor's degree in 
respiratory therapy from the School 
of Allied Health Sciences and began 
working as a respiratory therapist for 
MCG Health System. "After I 
completed my respiratory therapy

degree and worked in the field for a 
while, I thought about medical 
school again and thought, 'I do have 
it in me,'" she said. "I knew I wanted 
to keep working with patients but I 
wanted to do more for them and 
learn more about the body."

With a renewed focus on her goals 
and a year of health care experience, 
in 2003, Alyssa applied to the MCG 
School of Medicine. Faculty and staff 
in the School of Allied Health 
Sciences were happy to lend support 
to Alyssa's application.

"Alyssa was one of our brightest 
students," said Kitty Hernlen, 
assistant professor in the Department 
of Respiratory Therapy. "She was the 
type of student who was always 
looking for new challenges. It's 
rewarding to see that her 
commitment to the profession is still 
strong. We are extremely proud of 
her and grateful she has chosen to 
pursue a medical degree here at 
MCG."

Her first MCG degree and the 
clinical skills she gained working in 
the hospital have provided a "great 
foundation for medical school," 
Alyssa said. "Being able to interpret 
an arterial blood gas and knowing 
the necessary terms has helped a lot. 
I also wasn't as nervous when doing 
a patient history in classes this year 
because I had done it as a respiratory 
therapist."

This summer, Alyssa is on a new 
journey to help others. As one of 12

Border Bash seeks volunteers

recipients of the School of Medicine 
Dean's Student Summer Fellowship 
Program, she is assessing the lung 
function of children with cystic 
fibrosis and asthma, hoping to 
improve patient-management 
techniques.

Working with Juan Reyes, research 
project coordinator for the 
Department of Respiratory Therapy, 
Alyssa guides 60 children, ages 4-16, 
through lung assessment tests on 
three machines designed to collect 
breath condensate, assess the level of 
nitric oxide in the breath and 
measure airway resistance, 
respectively. The School of Allied 
Health Sciences and the Department 
of Pediatrics purchased equipment 
for the study that is currently not 
used clinically.

"There is a marked increase in the 
equipment available now for 
measuring lung function, but it's not 
all user-friendly," said Mr. Reyes. 
"Our test is to see if these pieces of 
equipment, which are more sensitive 
than other measures used and 
require less work from the patient, 
are better tools for diagnosis."

Mr. Reyes, Alyssa and her faculty 
advisor, Dr. Margaret Guill, hope the 
study will provide evidence that 
these non-invasive measures are 
clinically as useful to quantify airway 
dysfunction as invasive measures, 
such as bronchoscopy, in which fiber 
optic tubes are used to view and 
evaluate the lungs.

"People are using these machines 
primarily in a research setting," 
said Mr. Reyes. "We want to provide

Volunteers are needed to 
staff entrance gates, take 
money, check 
identification, issue 
armbands, etc., during the 
llth annual University of 
Georgia / University of 
South Carolina Border 
Bash Friday, Sept. 10, at 
the Augusta Commons 
(Reynolds Street between 
8th and 9th Streets). Shifts 
are from 5-8 p.m. and from 
7:30-11:15 p.m. The event 
features the Swingin' 
Medallions and the UGA 
and USC cheerleaders. All 
proceeds will benefit the 
MCG Children's Medical 
Center. Admission is $8. 
Gates open at 5 p.m. For 
more information, or to 
volunteer, call Henriette 
Halzeratext. 1-3957 ore- 
mail 
hmalzer@mail.mcg.edu.

Rising second-year medical student Alyssa Paetau tests Christian (left) andHicholas Cardona 
as part of a study on non-invasive assessments of lung inflammation. (Phil Jones photo)

data that supports their efficacy in a 
clinical setting. With pilot data from 
this study, we can target more 
specific markers of what to look for 
in children with chronic lung 
disease. This could lead to better 
adjustments of medications and 
gearing treatment options to 
specific markers from lung function 
tests."

The project is enabling Alyssa to 
learn more about clinical research 
and rekindling her love of patient 
interaction. "After a year of classes, 1 
missed being in the clinic," she said. 
"The Dean's Summer Research 
Program has given me an 
opportunity to learn about clinical 
research and work in a field that I 
love with extremely talented 
mentors. It has really been an

enjoyable and enlightening 
experience. I have been working 
hard this summer but have learned 
so much."

"When the call came out for the 
Dean's Summer Research Project, I 
thought of Alyssa immediately," said 
Dr. Randy Baker, chair of the 
Department of Respiratory Therapy. 
"And she apparently thought of us; 
we e-mailed one another at nearly 
the same time. We were able to form 
a great collaborative group with Dr. 
Guill, Dr. Joseph Cannon (associate 
dean for research in the School of 
Allied Health Science) and our 
department to put the project 
together. Alyssa has worked on every 
aspect of the project and has excelled 
at each. It's truly a pleasure to work 
with her again."

Get all your Back to School
news In the August 19

Beeper Issue.
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Champ Camp mixes asthma education with fun
by Christine Hurley Deriso

Marques Sumner has big news 
to share. Really big.

"1 caught the biggest fish 
yesterday!" he gushes.

How big?
"This big!" He spreads his tiny 

arms as far as they'll stretch.
As a 7-year-old with asthma, 

Marques has faced frustrating 
limitations that can sometimes 
impede his headlong pursuit of 
fun. But not this week.

"We've been fishing, 
swimming, canoeing..." he 
says, clicking off a list of 
activities that has managed to 
keep pace with his energy level.

Marques is one of 25 children 
age 6-13 who participated in 
Champ Camp in Columbia 
County July 26-30. The day 
camp, sponsored by the 
American Lung Association, 
hosts children from the 
Augusta area with asthma, a 
chronic respiratory disease 
often arising from allergies

characterized by labored 
breathing, chest constriction 
and coughing.

Medical College of Georgia 
respiratory therapy seniors 
serve as camp counselors, 
leading the children in 
activities while sneaking in 
messages to help them control 
their disease. "This is our 
major service project of the 
year," says Kitty Hernlen, 
assistant professor of 
respiratory therapy in the MCG 
School of Allied Health 
Sciences. "This has been a 
particularly enthusiastic class. 
I'm really proud of them."

"Sometimes they're a little 
nervous at first, but once they 
get out here, they really bond 
with the kids," says Juan 
Reyes, graduate research 
assistant in the Department of 
Respiratory Therapy.

"It's a lot of fun interacting 
with them," says respiratory 
therapy senior Mandy Lucas. 
"It's amazing how many don't

A taste vf health care

understand how to use their medicine. This is our 
chance to reinforce the information."

The respiratory therapy students created 
activities such as drawing pictures of allergy 
triggers (cats, flowers, cigarettes, etc.), gluing the 
pictures to raincoats, then having some children 
don the raincoats while others shoot squirt guns at 
the allergens. The respiratory students also used a 
"red light-green-light" game to reinforce children's 
understanding of peak flow meters, which measure 
airflow. The green zone means the airflow is 
adequate; the yellow zone indicates possible 
danger and the need to inform an adult; the red 
zone requires immediate medical assistance.

"We compare the peak flow meters to a traffic 
light, because that's something they can identify 
with," says Ms. Hernlen. "The main thing is 
helping them realize that they can control their 
asthma."

"The games give them a chance to learn about 
their disease in a fun way and let them know they 
aren't alone," says Dr. Tracy Barefield, an Augusta 
family medicine physician and 1993 MCG School 
of Medicine alumna who volunteered at the camp 
along with several other health care providers. 
Several respiratory therapy alumni also returned as 
volunteers.

As entertaining as the camp was for the kids, it 
included an unexpected treat for one of the 
volunteers. Vickie Redd, the Children's 
Medical Center asthma nurse educator 
and a longtime volunteer at the camp, 
received the American Lung 
Association of Georgia 2004 Volunteer 
of the Year Award. Mitzi Cardona, east 
central director of the American Lung 
Association of Georgia, presented the 
award to her during camp.

"She does a myriad of things as a 
volunteer and is always smiling and 
happy," Ms. Cardona says.

Respiratory therapy student Hannah Chapman (center) fishes with campers 
Brittany Reyes and James Barefield. James is the son of Dr. Tracy Barefield, an 
MCG alumna and volunteer physician at the camp.

Dr. Daniel Chan, associate professor in the 
Department of Oral Rehabilitation, was one of many 
MCG faculty members who volunteered to give 
Georgia high school students a closer look at the 
health professions July 18-24. Over 80 students were 
on campus participating in the Statewide Health 
Careers Academy and the Dental Institute, programs 
sponsored by the Georgia Statewide Area Health 
Education Network Students participated in clinical 
shadowing and attended workshops detailing 
academic and career expectations in the health care 
industry. Above, Dr. assists Atia Boggs, a participant 
of the biennial Dental Institute from Columbus, Ga., 
with a high-speed drill used to shape teeth. (Phil 
Jones photo)

I Voted "BEST BARBER SHOP" by the readers of Augusta Magazine J

Daniel Village Barber Shop
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from the University of Virginia. He 
completed pediatric residency 
training and fellowship training in 
pediatric infectious diseases at 
William Beaumont and Tripler Army 
Medical Centers. He has also 
completed a primary care faculty 
development fellowship at Michigan 
State University.

Ms. Mclntosh to oversee 
P-Card compliance

Sabrina Mclntosh, customer 
service representative with Couche- 
Tardjnc., has been named to the 
new position of purchasing card 
compliance officer in the MCG 
Materials Management Division.

Ms. Mclntosh, who began July 
19, will audit and monitor 
compliance issues with the P-Card 
Program, desktop audits and 
monthly reviews of P-Card 
transactions and departmental field 
audits of each cardholder's 
activities.

"We are pleased to have this 
position and even more fortunate in 
having Sabrina on our staff," said 
James Harris, director of Materials 
Management. "Having Sabrina on 
staff will increase our capability to 
identify and address compliance 
issues in a more timely manner and 
provide follow up as necessary."

Drs. Mei and Xiong join faculty
Dr. Lin Mei, associate professor 

and neurobiologist at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham, has

been named Georgia Research 
Alliance Eminent Scholar and 
professor of neurology at MCG.

The GRA Eminent Scholars 
program is a model for attracting 
scientific talent to Georgia.

At MCG, Dr. Mei will continue his 
neuroscience research in brain and 
spinal cord injuries with his wife 
and research partner, Dr. Wen- 
Cheng Xiong, formerly an assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Pathology at UAB who has been 
named associate professor of 
neurology in the MCG Institute of 
Molecular Medicine and Genetics. 
They began Aug. 1.

"Dr. Mei's recruitment was very 
competitive and the Georgia 
Research Alliance was a big help 
every step along the way," said Dr. 
David Stern, dean of the MCG 
School of Medicine. "We were 
fortunate to get two exceptional 
scientists with this recruit. Dr. Xiong 
is also a first-rate researcher and an 
important addition to our growing 
cadre of top scientists."

Dr. Xiong earned a medical degree 
from The Third Military Medical 
University, Chongqin, China, a 
master's degree in 
neuropharmacology from the 
University of Arizona and a doctoral 
degree in neuroscience from Johns 
Hopkins Medical School.

Dr. Mei received his medical 
degree from Jiangxi Medical College 
in China and his doctorate in 
pharmacology and toxicology from

the University of Arizona. He was a 
postdoctoral fellow and research 
associate at the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine.

"Lin Mei will be a key player in 
neuroscience research at the 
Medical College of Georgia," said 
Dr. Stern. "He will develop a center 
to explore neural development and 
regeneration. He will also stimulate 
wide influence and build 
relationships across our campus in 
both the research and clinical areas."

Dr. Mei's research analyzes the 
diverse ways synapses form 
between neurons and between 
neurons and muscles - specifically 
how these functional contacts adapt 
under aging and pathological 
conditions, and how to identify 
vulnerable genes that affect synapse 
formation and/or flexibility.

Founded in 1990, the Georgia 
Research Alliance is a public-private 
partnership that is implementing a 
strategy to build the state's 
technology-rich economy. The 
Eminent Scholars program is a 
centerpiece of this effort. To date, 
the program has recruited nearly 50 
scientists to Georgia's research 
universities, where they are leading 
research and development programs 
with high economic development 
potential. GRA Eminent Scholars 
and their colleagues have attracted 
more than $1 billion in new federal 
research and development grants to 
Georgia and formed 90 new 
technology companies in the state.

Nursing instructor stresses empathy
by Deborah Steele

Robert Cannon places a high 
priority on empathy.

"I try to impress upon my 
students that even if they want 
to work in the emergency room, 
intensive care unit, critical care 
unit, etc., they are all 'psych' 
nurses," said Mr. Cannon, an 
instructor at the Medical 
College of Georgia School of 
Nursing in Athens and a 
licensed clinical nurse specialist 
in psychiatric/ mental health 
nursing. "Our patients and 
families need counseling, 
reassurance and support. They 
are often frightened and 
depressed. All nurses need to be 
able to deal with the emotional 
needs of the patients and 
families."

Mr. Cannon, whose physician 
father provided early exposure

"I try to impress upon
my students that

even if they want to
work in the emergency

room, intensive care
unit, critical care unit,

etc., they are all
'psych'nurses."

to the world of medicine, 
worked at a local hospital in 
Galesburg, 111., during summer 
breaks from college. A summer 
job as a scrub nurse in surgery 
quickly morphed into a desire to 
be a nurse anesthetist.

"I became interested in 
anesthesia and entered the 
University of Illinois School of 
Nursing to become a nurse 
anesthetist," said Mr. Cannon.

"As often happens, I became 
sidetracked, worked in many 
different areas of nursing and 
ended up with an interest in 
treating chemical dependency 
and impaired health care 
professionals."

Few students seek out the 
nursing profession to become 
psychiatric nurses, he noted, but 
they will undoubtedly encounter 
psychiatric patients in every area 
of health care and in the general 
public.

"Chemical dependence and 
mental health treatment 
facilities are closing every day," 
he said. "The patients are 
ending up in emergency rooms, 
being treated in home health 
settings and going to general 
hospital beds. This is one more 
reason the students need to pay 
close attention to this area of 
nursing."

Top Doctors
Thirteen Medical College of 

Georgia physicians have been 
selected for inclusion in America's 
Top Doctors, a national patient 
reference guide published by Castle 
Connolly Medical Ltd. The book, 
which identifies the top 1 percent of 
physicians in the nation, helps 
patients find the top specialists in 
any given medical field. The 13 MCG 
physicians, most whom have been 
on this list for the past three years 
and all of whom have been on this 
list for the past two years, are:
  Dr. Robert J. Adams, Neurology
  Dr. Walton W. Curl, Orthopaedics
  Dr. Thomas R. Gadacz, General 

Surgery
  Dr. David C. Hess, Neurology
  Dr. Ronald W. Lewis, Urology
  Dr. C. Lawrence Lutcher,

Hematology
  Dr. Bruce MacFadyen, General 

Surgery
  Dr. Russell Moores, Oncology
  Dr. Julian Nussbaum, 
Ophthalmology
  Dr. Dennis R. Ownby, Pediatric 

Allergy and Immunology
  Dr. Daniel W. Rahn, 
Rheumatology
  Dr. Steve J. Schwab, Medicine
  Dr. Kapil Sethi, Neurology

Obituaries
Vernon M. Pruitt, a retired 

maintenance worker in the Physical 
Plant, died July 10, at age 81. He 
served MCG for 10 years. Survivors 
include wife Irmgard Pruitt. 
Memorials may be made to the 
Parkinson's Support Group, 2708 W. 
Terrace Dr., Augusta, GA 30909.
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Back from Iraq
by Ellen Gladden

After 12 months of driving across the desert, 
where there were no speed limits and no lanes 
of traffic, it took Walter Henderson a while to 
get used to driving on America's roads again.

"Sometimes I could almost run off the road 
lookin' at the greenery here in America. You 
really miss it over there in the desert," he says.

An equipment operator with the National 
Guard, Walter put his carpentry job in the MCG 
Physical Plant on hold when he was deployed 
to the Middle East. He spent the last year 
driving bulldozers and operating machinery to 
build roads that allied forces in Iraq used to 
haul supplies. Walter and his unit, the 878th 
Engineering Battalion, were stationed at a U.S. 
military fort 30 minutes south of Baghdad.

"Our unit was basically building roads and 
supporting anything the company needed," 
said the 18-year MCG employee. "We opened 
the main road to Baghdad for convoys to travel 
on. We hauled gravel for parking lots, built 
lookout towers, chapels, latrines and small 
buildings for offices. We put in a running track 
and pipes for irrigation."

On March IS, 2003, Walter was deployed to 
Fort Stewart, where his unit prepared for the 
trip overseas. They landed in Kuwait on June 3, 
spent several weeks in desert training, then 
went to Iraq.

"That heat was a kicker," he says. 
"Sometimes it got to 130 degrees. The plated 
vest and all your gear probably weighed an 
extra 20 pounds. The worst part wasn't the 
heat, it was dealing with a lot of stress - 
moving equipment in a convoy, you drive fast 
and hope you don't get shot at."

While his unit was not stationed in an area 
with heavy fighting, Walter said the sounds of 
artillery firing were frequent.

"At first, when I got there I'd wake up every

night hearing rounds fire in the middle of the 
night. That really throws your timing off and 
makes it hard to work in the day," he says. And 
although he's been back in the states since 
May 18, "Sometimes now, I still wake up in the 
middle of the night."

Sharing pictures of his bunk and his 
bunkmates, he describes, "That was my little 
area where I lived. That's one of my buddies 
using the computer. When we weren't on a job, 
people would listen to music or watch movies 
on DVD players. Some people went into 
Baghdad to get a bite to eat or pick up supplies, 
but I never did that because it was too 
dangerous."

For Walter and his fellow troops, calls to 
home, care packages from family and co- 
workers were a great comfort. His fellow MCG 
employees sent cards and care packages - even 
a Christmas tree, he "kept that up until the 
middle of February. It was great."

A husband and father of four adult children, 
Walter called home nearly every day.

"I called as much as I could. We had phone 
lines, but they weren't up all the time," he 
says. "Sometimes you'd stand in line for two 
hours to use the phone and when it was your 
turn, the phone had gone down."

Support from American citizens for the 
soldiers was great, but Walter noted there was 
also an unexpected amount of support from 
Iraqis.

"Some of them were glad to see us and some 
were not," he said. "Those who were glad to 
see us understood that we were bringing 
money to their country and we were there to 
help. They shared meals with us and invited 
some soldiers into their houses."

A National Guardsman for 28 years, Walter 
had never been deployed before he was called 
to Iraq. Fortunately, no one in his unit was 
killed or injured during his year of

Walter Henderson enjoyed meeting Iraqi citizens while he served with the 878th Engineering Battalion.

deployment.
"We as Americans don't realize just how 

free we are," he says. "Being over there gave 
me a whole different perspective. I enjoy life a 
whole lot better now. I'm still trying to get 
back into the flow of things and trying to lock 
some things I went through out of my mind, 
but I got some good out of if."

"It's a good part-time job," he says when 
asked why he volunteered for the Guard. "It 
brings in extra money and I like being able to 
travel and see the world. I like the challenge on 
the projects we do. (My unit) built soccer fields 
outside of Atlanta and we rebuilt roads and 
bridges in Americus, Ga., after the floods a few 
years back.

"If push comes to shove, I'd go back over 
there if I had to. To make it through (wartime 
military duty) you have to have a good sound 
mind. You have to learn how to adapt real 
quick because you don't ever know what 
you're about to get into. You have to always 
stay at a calm, level place in the middle of all 
that stress."

July 12, his first day back at MCG, Walter 
was admittedly glad to be back on the job. 
"The whole campus changed since I left," he 
says, noting construction of the Cancer 
Research Center and the completion of the 
Interdisciplinary Research Building. "But back 
at work, it's just like old times. We have a good 
time over here in the shop."

Walter Henderson is back at work in the MCG Physical Plant after a yearlong deployment in Iraq. (Phil Jones photo) SAUDI ARABIA
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Superior Amenities Package

1O35 ALEXANDER DRIVE
733-OO64

OCOIKMA Washington Rd / Calhoun Exp.

Walton Way
MCG

www.UnitedResidentialProperties.com

ATTENTION MEN
SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME 

WHILE HELPING OTHERS
SPERM DONORS NEEDED ASAP
Xytex Corporation is seeking sperm donors 

meeting these requirements:
age 18-38 • healthy • educated • attractive 

Augusta-area resident for at least the coming year
Contact us today for more information 

about how you can earn up to

$1200 A MONTH

733-0130
Be all you can be. Become a Xytex donor.

Corporation

Newsbri

Beeper deadline
The deadline for the Aug. 19 issue 

is Aug. 11. Deadline for the Sept. 2 
issue is Aug. 25. Send story ideas or 
announcements to Beeper Editor 
Ellen Gladden, FI-1042 (campus 
mail), ext. 1-4410 (phone), or 
egladden@mcg.edu, (e-mail). For 
more information about advertising, 
visit www.graphic365.com or call 
Dan Pearson at (706) 860-5455.

Retirees meet
The MCG Retirees Association will 

meet Sept. 28 at 11:30 at The 
Clubhouse on Washington Road. 
Lunch is $10. Patricia Riley, benefits 
manager in the MCG Human 
Resources Division, will speak on 
retiree benefits. For reservations, 
send a check made payable to MCG 
Retirees Association to Dr. Dave 
Welter, P.O. Box 2997, Augusta, GA, 
30912. For more information, contact 
Dr. Biagio Vericella at bvericell® 
mcg.edu.

School of Medicine orientation
The School of Medicine Career 

Development and Education Center 
will host an orientation for new 
School of Medicine faculty Aug. 18 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. in the 
Greenblatt Library. Participants will 
receive an overview of the medical 
school curriculum, student 
evaluations, promotion and tenure 
guidelines and educational support 
services available on campus. Lunch 
will be provided. To register or for 
more information, contact Jeanne 
Aycox at ext. 1-4569.

MCG Arts Council seeks 
performers

Performing artists - solo, 
group, instrumental, vocal and 

dance - from the MCG community 
are needed for the MCG Arts 
Council's Noon Arts Conference 
Series for 2004-05. To share your 
talents during these free midday 
concerts, e-mail Dr. Kathleen McKie 
at emckie@mcg.edu or call ext. 1- 
0175.

Social Security Reminder
The Human Resources Division 

reminds all departments hiring new 
employees that all employees must 
have a Social Security number before 
they can begin work at MCG. A 
Social Security number is required 
for MCG to process any pay. No 
employee may start employment 
without a valid Social Security 
number. Any special agreements 
must be coordinated with the Legal 
Office. When hiring individuals from 
other countries, please allow ample 
time for them to secure a Social 
Security number and to be processed 
by Human Resources as a new hire.

Cancer support group
The MCG Gynecologic Cancer 

Support Group meets on the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. in 
the Breast Health Services 
conference room on the first floor of 
MCG Medical Center. All affected by 
gynecologic cancer are invited. For 
more information, call ext.1-3992.

Right to Know training
MCG employees must complete 

Basic Right to Know Training each 
calendar year. The online training 
familiarizes University System of 
Georgia employees about the 
importance of working safely with
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hazardous materials, and takes 
approximately 15 minutes to 
complete. To fulfill the training 
requirement, visit www.usg.edu/ 
ehs/training/rtkbasic/. For more 
information, contact the Division of 
Environmental Health and Safety at 
ext. 1-2663.

Blood donors needed
The Medical College of Georgia 

Blood Donor Room is seeking 
donations of all types. All blood 
drawn at the MCG Blood Donor 
Room is used for MCG patients. To 
donate, call ext. 1-3694, or stop by 
the Blood Donor Room on the first 
floor of the Sydenstricker Building, 
room 1200.

Healing Hearts family forum
The MCG Children's Heart 

Program Volunteer Council will host 
a Healing Hearts family forum Aug. 
28, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
MCG Children's Medical Center first 
floor conference center. Health care 
professionals and the families of 
children with heart disease will 
explore the latest medical technology 
and the newest techniques for 
coping with physical, developmental 
and learning disabilities. A 
complimentary light breakfast and 
lunch will be provided. Seating is 
limited. To register or for more 
information, call ext. 1-0575 or visit 
www. mcghealth. org/cmc/ 
Childrens_Heart_Program

Sing about it
MCG faculty, staff and students 

with vocal talent are needed for a 
new MCG chorus. All are welcome to 
join rehearsals Mondays at 5:30 
p.m. in the Large Auditorium. For 
more information, contact Carol 
Lapp at clapp@mcg.edu.

CMC hosts pediatric nursing conference

Find your name in an ad? You just won $50.00!

The MCG Children's Medical Center will 
host the Keys Important for Delivering 
Superior Care to Kids Conference Sept. 9- 
10, at the MCG Alumni Center.

The conference will provide tools to 
deliver exceptional pediatric health 
care to nurses in all settings 
(school, office, hospital, home 
health, etc.) and nursing 
students.

"Children are not small adults, 
and that's why superior pediatric 
nursing care requires specialized 
knowledge and expertise," said 
Barbara Meeks, administrative 
director of pediatric services in the 
CMC. "Increasing numbers of 
children in our community have 
special health care needs, which is

why nurses who work in all types of settings 
must keep pace with advances in pediatric 
care."

Nurses may attend the full conference, 
the Sept. 9 half-day skills session (12:30 to 7 
p.m.) or the Sept. 10 full-day session (7:30 

a.m. to 4:15 p.m.). Cost for the full 
conference is $165. The Sept. 9 session 
is $75, and the Sept. 10 session is 

I, f'j , r $120. Nursing students pay $50. 
*** Continuing education credits will be 

offered.
The conference is sponsored by 

the CMC, the MCG School of Nursing 
and the Society of Pediatric Nurses. 

For more information or to make 
reservations, call ext. 1-3967 or 800-221- 
6437, fax ext. 1-4642 or visit 
ww.mcg.edu/ce/Nursing/KIDSConf04.htm.
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Campus beat
The following incidents were recorded by the MCG Public 
Safety Department Periodic reports of crime-related news on 
campus are posted in conjunction with federal, state and local laws 
and are intended to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report crimes or suspi 
cious activity, call MCG Public Safety at 1-2911 or #2911 from a cellular phone.

Burglary
On July 18 at 2:53 p.m., MCG 

Police responded to a security alarm 
at the President's House. The back 
door was found forced open and two 
laptop computers were missing. The 
President's House is located on 
Milledge Road between Walton Way 
and Pickens Road. Anyone with 
information about this incident 
please contact the MCG Police at 721- 
2911.

Robbery - Kroger Grocery Store
A robbery was reported to the 

Richmond County Sheriff's 
Department in the 15th Street Kroger. 
On July 16 at 5:15 a.m., a cashier 
reported that a male approached the 
checkout counter and asked for 
change. After the clerk opened the 
cash drawer, the suspect reached 
into the drawer, grabbed a handful of 
money and fled the store. The 
suspect is described as a black male, 
5 feet, 8 inches 5 feet, 10 inches tall, 
140-160 Ibs, short black hair, last 
seen wearing a dark shirt, dark pants 
and white tennis shoes.

Attempted Robbery - Comfort Inn
A robbery was reported to the 

Richmond County Sheriff's

Department at the Comfort Inn, 1455 
Walton Way, On July 17 at 10 p.m., 
the victim was in the pool when a 
male walked up behind him and 
demanded his money. When the 
victim told the suspect he had none, 
the suspect demanded the key to the 
victim's room. The victim exited the 
pool and started walking toward the 
suspect. The suspect then told the 
victim that if he did not do as he was 
told, the suspect would get a gun. 
When the victim started walking 
towards the office, the suspect fled 
the area. The suspect has been 
identified by the Richmond County 
Sheriff's Department.

Burglary - Macuch Steel
A burglary was reported to the 

Richmond County Sheriff's 
Department at Macuch Steel, 1527 
Augusta Avenue, adjacent to the 
Lancing B. Lee Warehouse on Clay 
Street. Between July 19 at 7 p.m. and 
July 20 at 6:45 a.m., The business 
was entered by prying open the 
security bars. Two two-way radios 
and a drill were reported stolen.

Anyone with information concerning 
these incidents should contact the 
Richmond County Sheriffs 
Department at (706) 821-1080.

C 2004 Daniel R. Pearson. All rights reserved. _ FletchGT KflGbel

DIRECTIONS: Recreate a timeless nugget of wisdom by using the 
letters in each vertical column to fill the boxes above them. Once any 
letter is used, cross it out in the lower half of the Buzzle. Letters may 
only be used once. Black squares indicate spaces between words, and 
words may extend onto a second line. Solution on page 15.

Protect yourself and your property!
  Keep your vehicle locked.
  Do not leave property - especially 
face plates or after-market stereo 
equipment - in your vehicle visible 
to passers-by.
  Never leave your keys in a parked 
vehicle, even if you think they are 
hidden.
  Carry your vehicle keys in your 
hand and be ready to unlock the 
door as soon as you get to the 
vehicle.
  Use the campus escort service, 
available 24 hours a day. 
« Wear your MCG or MCG Health, 
Inc. photo identification on campus.
  If you see anyone who looks 
suspicious, lost, confused or out of 
place, call MCG Police immediately.

Keep your home safe
The MCG Division of Public 

Safety offers the following tips for 
preventing home burglary:
* Be sure to lock all doors; 20 
percent of burglaries happen in 
unlocked homes.
* Consider key operated locks for 
windows instead of thumb latches
* Exterior lights deter break-ins. 
Lights should be on a timer or 
motion detector so they come on 
at random times or when someone 
walks into the yard.
* While on vacation, don't 
advertise that you are away. Stop 
mail and newspaper delivery, or 
have someone pick these up for

you everyday. Newspapers on the 
doorstep are a sign to the thief that 
no one is home.
* The vast majority of burglaries 
are done in empty homes. Most 
burglars will not tackle anything 
but an empty house.
* Alarm systems are a definite 
deterrence. Burglars can see these 
alarms points on windows and 
doors and will often go to an 
easier target.
* Don't hide you spare keys to 
your home under the flowerpot on 
the front porch or other obvious 
places where a burglar can find 
them.

ACROSS
1 Jobs computer 
6 Mr. Ballesteros 

10 Remaining
14 Blister
15 Parched
16 Potpourri
17 Challenged
18 Of manipulation
20 Israeli submachine gun
21 Minor blunder word
23 Bachelor bride
24 Type of resort? 
26 Folds
28 Gold statuettes 
30 Georgia's fruit 
34 Stimulus 
37 Garden tool
39 Period of history
40 Large beer mug
41 Out of fashion (si)
43 Sick
44 Schedule letters
46 Embodiment
47 Precipitous
49 Lunar feature
51 Proclaim
53 Ovum
57 MCG publications editor
60 Drug program acronym
62 Work help program
63 Related to the Twelve 
65 White poplar tree
67 Office note
68 Wife of Jacob
69 Ascended
70 Hammer head
71 Cost-cutting event
72 Home or bed finisher

DOWN
1 Smallest 'Idol" judge

2 Public square
3 Tour de France terminus
4 Falsehood
5 Tracheal starter
6 Bridgette Wilson's hubby
7 Pencil end
8 Wine
9 What 57-A does, in part

10 Local author Shivers
11 Building extensions
12 Italian car brand
13 The Pentateuch (var.) 
19 Premeditated 
22 Not readily evident (Med.) 
25 Touched rubber of

pitching mound 
27 Word with blond? 
29 Greatest degree of 47-A
31 Immeasurably long 

time period
32 Carnivorous reptile, for short

2004 Daniel R. Pearson. All rights reserved.

33 Hearty's partner
34 Egyptian goddess of fertility
35 Dissolve from heat
36 Collide (with "into")
38 Forced removal
42 Bra or bellum starter
45 Knee injury letters
46 Otalgia
48 Top U.S. inventor? 
50 Arm pulse location 
52 Loses heat
54 Canadian birds
55 Hood-shaped 

anatomical part
56 Use up
57 Moist
58 Fencing sword
59 Italian capital 
61 Old TV antennas 
64 Meadow 
66 Drill adjunct

IA
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STROKE from page 1

California children requiring 
hospitalization for all reasons related 
to their sickle cell disease remained 
stable during the study period of 1991 
to 2000, researchers wrote in the 
newly published study. "That 
indicates that declining stroke rates 
in California's children do not 
represent some general advance in 
sickle cell disease treatment, because 
figures do not indicate that 
hospitalizations for all problems 
related to this disease are 
experiencing similar declines," Dr. 
Adams said.

' Dr. Adams and Dr. Virgil C. McKie, 
MCG Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics 
and retired chief of the Section of 
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology, 
demonstrated in 1992 that the 
painless, relatively inexpensive 
transcranial Doppler can identify 
children at high risk for stroke by 
measuring blood flow rates in the 
brain. They followed with the first 
STOP study that identified 
transfusions as a way to reduce 
stroke risk. Dr. Adams is principal 
investigator on STOP II that seeks to 
identify the optimal duration for 
transfusions that maximizes stroke 
prevention and minimizes 
transfusion-related problems.

A recent study by Dr. Adams and 
his colleagues published in the May 
15, 2004 issue of Blood confirmed the 
predictive value of transcranial

Doppler. Researchers looked at 2,000 
children who had been screened. 
They found that younger children 
whose blood flow rates approached 
the threshold for stroke risk are likely 
to cross that threshold and that older 
children with normal Doppler studies 
likely will continue to be stroke-free.

Yet, despite significant and 
growing evidence of the efficacy of 
transcranial Doppler in identifying 
children at risk and transfusions to 
help them, Dr. Adams worries that 
many children still are not getting 
screened.

One objective cause for his 
concern came from information 
presented in 2001 at the American 
Society of Hematology's annual 
meeting. A survey of 236 pediatric 
hematologists-oncologists who treat 
children with sickle cell disease 
showed transcranial Doppler was 
available to 79 percent of the doctors, 
but only 27 percent were confident 
that their results using Doppler were 
reproducible or interpretable.

Also, only 36 percent of the doctors 
said they would strongly recommend 
transfusions as the best treatment 
option when children were identified 
at risk. Children with a 10 percent 
risk of stroke per year, a risk about 20 
times that of a healthy child, are 
categorized as high-risk. The 
California study showed the majority 
of those children were age 5-14.

"I know that when I talk with 
practitioners around the country who 
are not involved in STOP, not all kids 
are being screened," Dr. Adams said. 
He hopes that one day, all children 
with sickle cell disease will be 
screened by about age 2. Then the 
families of those found at risk can at 
least discuss the contributions and 
complications of transfusions with 
their health care providers, he said.

Meanwhile, MCG continues to 
offer courses in transcranial Doppler 
screening to help more health care 
professionals become proficient with 
the technique. Dr. Adams also is 
working with researchers at 
Washington University to see 
whether magnetic resonance imaging 
- a commonly used, albeit more 
costly tool - is a good substitute for 
transcranial Doppler.

A type of MRI called magnetic 
resonance angiogram provides three- 
dimensional images of blood vessels, 
but vessel disease is usually 
advanced by the time the test detects 
it. Transcranial Doppler often can 
identify problems before they show 
up on the more costly study. "This 
suggests we can intervene before the 
blood vessel disease is established," 
Dr. Adams said. "It suggests that not 
only does intervention prevent [the 
stroke] and its resulting disability, it 
prevents the worsening of vascular 
disease down the road."

"Beep-Beep!"

bang for your beep online!
Want to know who won the Hidden Name contest?

www.graphic365.com
Want to read and place classified ads online?
www.graphic365.com

Need the schedule for every Beeper issue of 2004?
www.graphic365.com

At home or on vacation and want the Beeper crossword?
www.graphic365.com

Want to check out Beeper stories online?
www.mcg.edu/news/beeper

www.graphic365.com

Keep immunizations up to date
byDanielleWong

As the school season begins and flu season lies just around the corner, 
physicians want to remind parents and others of the importance of timely 
immunizations for both their children and themselves.

"To put it simply, vaccines save lives," said Dr. Dennis Murray, 
pediatrician and vaccine specialist at MCG Health System. "There is no 
reason why any healthy adult or child should not receive the 
recommended vaccines currently available. Immunizations help ensure 
their continued health and the health of others now and in the future."

Thanks to vaccines, many life-threatening diseases have now become 
rare in the United States, and continued vaccinations ensure that these 
diseases do not make a comeback. "It's just wise to be prepared," said Dr. 
Murray. "If you can get a vaccine that will reduce your risk of becoming 
ill, it makes good sense to go ahead and get it."

Some may worry about the safety of vaccines or fear that vaccines will 
cause them to develop a disease. Dr. Murray explained numerous studies 
have been performed proving the safety of vaccines. "Vaccines are made 
up of either killed or inactivated bacteria or viruses (or pieces of 
inactivated bacteria or viruses) or live-attenuated viruses. None cause the 
development of diseases in healthy persons," he said. "Side effects from 
killed vaccines may include soreness at the injection site and fever. Live- 
attenuated viruses may cause some fever and, in the case of the measles 
vaccine, a non-infectious rash. If a child develops a body rash after 
receiving the chickenpox vaccine, parents should contact their 
pediatrician's office for advice."

The following checklist, adapted from the National Partnership for 
Immunization, offers guidance for people of all ages seeking information 
on necessary immunizations.

Vaccine checklist for adults, adolescents and children
• Hepatitis A: Recommended for 
those with chronic liver disease or 
clotting factor disorders, those who 
travel to countries where hepatitis A 
is prevalent and children older than 
2 where rates of hepatitis A are 
higher than the national average.

• Hepatitis B: Part of the 
recommended childhood 
immunization schedule 
(three doses). It is also 
recommended for adults 
with certain medical, 
behavioral, occupational or 
other risks, and adolescents 
who did not receive this vaccine 
as a child.

• Influenza: Recommended 
for heath care workers, adults 
50 and older, pregnant women, 
those with chronic diseases or in 
a household with people at risk 
for influenza-related 
complications, healthy children 
(age 6 to 23 months), older children 
with certain medical or other risks 
and their household contacts.
• Measles, mumps, rubella: Part of 
the recommended childhood 
immunization schedule (two doses). 
Those without a history of measles, 
including those born after 1957, 
health care workers, travelers to 
countries where measles is 
common, and those entering 
colleges and post-secondary 
institutions should receive the two 
doses required to ensure immunity.

• Meningococcal: Required or 
recommended by many colleges for 
incoming students.

• Pneumococcal: Part of the 
recommended childhood 
immunization schedule. 
Recommended for all adults 65 and 

older, younger adults with 
chronic medical conditions, 

Alaska natives and some Native 
American populations. 

• Diphtheria-tetanus- 
pertussis: Part of the 

recommended childhood 
immunization schedule. A 
booster is recommended every 
10 years beginning at age 11 or 
12.
• Chickenpox: Part of the 
recommended childhood 
immunization schedule. 
Recommended for adults or 

adolescents who are unvaccinated 
or who have never had the disease.
• Haemophilus influenzae type 
b: Part of the recommended 
childhood immunization schedule. 

Inactivated poliovirus vaccine: 
Part of the recommended 
childhood immunization schedule.

Remember, vaccines are safe, 
simple and effective. Talk to your 
pediatrician or family doctor to 
ensure you and your family are up 
to date on all necessary 
immunizations.

August is National Immunization 
Awareness Month.
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MCG Marketplace

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA

VEHICLES.

MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE 2003 Honda 
650XR street & trail, like new: only 700 miles. 
Two helmets incl. $4500. Call 829-8688

2001 HYUNDAI TIBURON. 48,725 miles. 
10 yr/100,000 mile warranty. Excellent condi 
tion! $9,000 (negotiable) 736-1284

MISCELLANEOUS            

FOR SALE 4 sleeping bags, $10 ea. 1 bathroom 
cabinet (new) with fixtures $100. 5 new regular 
bedspreads $25 ea. (706) 868-6744

MATTRESS SET Brand new Queen size: $129 
Full size: $114. Delivery avail. (706) 533-5895

KING MATTRESS and boxsprings. Never used. 
$249. Delivery avail. (706) 533-5895

QUEEN PILLOWTOP MATTRESS SET still 
in plastic. $149. Delivery avail. (706) 533-5895

VACATION RENTALS _________

EDISTO BEACH 3rd row. Queen, 3 doubles, 2 
twins. Sat - Sat $300 refundable deposit. $1100 
week. (803) 874-4578

HILTON HEAD Condo near beach, 2 bdrm, 22 
bath, poolside. Sleeps six. Shopping, restaurants 
nearby. $110 nightly. (912) 282-1036

WANTED                 

NANNY/HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED for 4 year 
old girl and 9 month old boy. Typical hours M-F, 
~7am-5:30/6pm. Must have exp, refs and be 
able to drive. Must know infant/child CPR. Call 
Amy at 231-8779-leave message.

LOVE BABIES? Nanny needed Tues &Thurs, 
other weekdays negotiable. Must have car, refs. 
Call Karen: 736-4873

SERVICES

SKILLED CARPENTER Remodeling, repairs, 
additions, decks and trim. FREE estimates. 
(706) 556-8187 - (cell) 589-4268

POWELL'S PAINTING & HOME REPAIR 
Interior and exterior painting, replacement of 
rotten wood, home improvements. Expect a

quality job. Free estimates. Licensed, bonded 
and insured. 25 years experience. Call (706) 
592-9083 or (706) 831-3034

SAVE $50k to $100k on your mortgage - without 
refinancing! No points, no credit check, no appraisal 
fee. Start saving today! For free info and a free mort 
gage analysis, call Brad Messer: (706) 792-0827

PATCHES Home Repair (706) 738-0911 or 
(706) 231-0371

CHILD CARE Live-in child care. Local au pair 
program now accepting applications for sum 
mer arrivals. Average: $253 per week per fami 
ly, not per child. Call April Stanley: (706) 790- 
7327 or (800) 618-2002 www.EurAupair.com

NEED A NANNY? Sitter? Or elderly caregiver? 
Contact Family Comforts, Inc. for long or short 
term help. Call (706) 364-5542 or (800) 470- 
0564 for more info.

HOMES, APARTMENTS,
ROOMMATES, ETC.___________

FOR RENT Kings Woods, 2 mi from MCG. 2 
bdrm, 1 bath home. Hardwood floors, W/D con 
nections. $650/month. Call 836-0400

THREE BEDROOM, THREE FULL BATH 
Townhouse in West Augusta- 2years old. Single 
car garage; all landscaped. Asking price 
$104,900 seller will pay closing cost. 706-399- 
9182 or 706-294-1721

CUTE COTTAGE for rent, tasteful rehab, 
immaculate cond. 3 bdrm/1 study/1 bath (or 
2bdrm/2 study). Laundry rm, cent. H&A, hard 
wood, interior shutters, FR fenced yd, quiet. 
Avail, now. $750 Call 495-3036

FOR SALE BY OWNER, 4br/2.5ba, 
2800/sqft brick Georgian home in privacy gated 
Wexford Subdivison. Tile in kitchen, breakfast 
room, all baths. Hardwood floors in 
LR/DR/Foyer. Large fenced back yard, screen 
porch, expansive decking. Oversized double 
garage w/workbench area and storage. 
Neighborhood pool, clubhouse, tennis courts for 
residents and guests. Near shopping, 
Riverwatch Parkway, Washington Road and I- 
20. Stevens Creek Elementary, Lakeside 
Middle/High School. Call for more information. 
706-855-7275

ROOMMATE WANTED 3 BDRM, Pool, 
Fitness, Parking, Free Laundry 10 Min. from

Marks Church Stcvens Creek 
Commons Commons
868-08891868-5020

APARTMENTS
www.corcoranapts.com • www.rent.net

GREAT ROOMMATE FLOORPLANS • SPACIOUS 1 & 2 
BEDROOM SUITES • SHORT-TERM FURNISHED APIS 
• SPECIALS FOR MCG STAFF AND STUDENTS •

^ Corcoran Management Company
LELT No pets please • Equal Housing Opportunity

COME BY FOR A TOUR TODAY!

hospital, $395 Includes all. 738-0224 Michele

ROOM FOR RENT Pleasant room, private 
bath, phone, cable. Use of kitchen, laundry. No 
smoking. $350/mo, half-month deposit. (706) 
738-5011

WINDSONG CONDO for rent: 2 bdrm, 2 
bath, pool, new appliances & carpet, no pets, 
$600/mo. 868-6744

APARTMENTS FOR RENT College Station 
Apartments: fully furnished, utility allowance, 
on-site management, indiv. leases, POOL, free 
parking. (706) 733-1266 - 3105 Wrightsboro 
Road. Rents from $240

FOR RENT: 3bd/2ba House for Rent: Great 
Location off Walton Way, 4 miles to MCG. 
Hardwood floors, Garage, Basement, Privacy 
Fenced Yard, FP, Large Brick Patio, 
Washer/Dryer. $975. 589-5060 or 589-5061

FOR RENT 2 bdrm 1 bath house, Cent H&A, 
hardwood floors, ceiling fans, $500/mo + dep, 
Lease & Refs. Near MCG 863-9102

FOR SALE Nice 3 bdrm, 12 bath, new paint 
and carpet, mins from MCG. $98,900 Call 
Barbara Herring, (706) 829-1365

FEMALE ROOMMATE NEEDED 3 bdrm 
house w/FR W/D, patio, clean & peaceful neigh 
borhood off Washington Rd. 4 mi from campus. 
Seeking responsible, non-smoking individual. 
$275/mo + utils. Call 706-474-4507 or e- 
mail: marie@southcross.com

TOWNHOUSE for rent. 3 bdrm, 2 bath. 
Convenient to MCG & ASU, quiet neighborhood. 
$850/mo (706) 294-0124

FOR RENT: 4bd/2ba lovely home off Wheeler 
Rd. Fenced yard. No Pets. $1000. Call 736- 
5513

Place your 
Beeper 
classified ad 
here or online at 
graphic365.com

THE BUZZLE SOLVED

SEE PAGE 13

QUOTATION BUZZLE SOLUTION: 
Page 13: "Smoking is one of the 
leading causes of statistics."

  Fletcher Knebel

Congratulations!
Linda Sterling found her name hidden hi the 

Daniel Village Barber Shop ad on page 16 of our last issue.
UNDA WON A COOL $50.00!!!

WILL YOUR NAME BE HIDDEN IN THIS ISSUE?
CHECK OUR ADS TO FIND OUT! AND REMEMBER: 

CALL BEFORE THE FRIDAY NOON DEADLINE!

...wherein we hide (with fiendish cleverness) the names of randomly 
chosen students and employees   one per issue   then slather them 
with cash if they manage to find their name. If your name is hidden in 
one of the advertisements in this issue, you'll score fifty dollars. Sure, 
it pays to read the Beeper.
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden with 
in one of the ads in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, call the Beeper busi 
ness office (706-860-5455) or notify us via e-mail (graphicadv@knology.net) before noon on 
Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 
FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not call. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or 
employed by MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is 
responsible for printing errors which may make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other 
newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more than one person has the same hidden name, 
the first person to claim the prize is the sole winner. 7. Prizes awarded to winners may vary 
from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

 c MCG Marketplace

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Name______________ 
Address              

MCG extension (if applicable):. 
Home phone: _________

_ad may not contain 
an MCG extension

Category of ad (leave blank if unsure):.

AD (write one word per line, including home phone number):

.25 .50 .75

1.00 1.25 1.50

1.75 2.00 2.25

2.50 2.75 3.00

3.25 3.50 3.75

4.00 4.25 4.50

4.75 5.00 5.25.

5.50 5.75 6.00

6.25 6.50 6.75

7.00 7.25 7.50

7.75 8.00 8.25

8.50 8.75 9.00

Copy this form or continue on additional sheet if more space needed.

Send this form with payment to: 
Graphic Advertising, PO Box 397, Augusta, GA 30903-0397

Total ad cost by number of words above: $__________ 
Multiply by number of times ad to run: x_________

Total submitted: $

MCG Marketplace ads are 25 f per word per issue, pre-paid and non-refundable
(payment: check or money order payable to Graphic Advertising, or place online

at www.graphic365.com). Ads for next issue (August 19) must be received in
writing not later than August 13. (We publish every other Thursday)
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Beth Fisher is SWELL
In Saluting the Work, Excellence, Leadership and Lives of those who comprise MCG, the Beeper asks for your nominations for students, faculty 

or staff whose work has made a difference on and off campus. The Beeper spotlights a student or employee nominated by his/her peers for 
outstanding achievement.

This issue's SWELL employee is 
Beth Fisher, a nurse practitioner in 
the pediatric hematology/oncology 
clinic. Mrs. Fisher was nominated by 
a co-worker who noted, "She is an 
amazing lady with a very large heart. 
Beth exemplifies hope in hopeless 
situations and maintains an upbeat 
and positive attitude in helping 
patients and families in the fight 
against cancer. She goes above the 
call of duty and demonstrates 
excellence in all she does. We are 
blessed to have her at MCG."

A West Virginia native, Mrs. Fisher 
has been an MCG employee for a total 
of 12 years. She received a bachelor's 
degree from the West Virginia
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community health care professionals 
to add expertise in areas such as pain 
management, craniofacial 
reconstruction, cancer and systemic 
disease.

"We have a tremendous working 
relationship with health care 
providers throughout Augusta," she 
said. "Many of the patients we see 
wouldn't have access to the 
treatment they receive if it wasn't for 
this fine institution. We're way at the 
top in terms of patient care and the 
quality of our programs."

The school is growing so quickly 
that it is outgrowing its 
surroundings. Dr. Drisko said a 
capital campaign will kick off soon to 
raise funds to renovate or rebuild the 
dental school. AFTCO, a dental 
practice transition consulting firm, 
recently pledged $100,000 for the 
dean's fund for innovation, and a 
longtime supporter of the school, Dr. 
Emile Fisher, pledged $50,000 as the 
first contributor to the school's 
facilities fund.

Such generosity couldn't come at a 
better time, Dr. Drisko said. "The 
dentist-to-population ratio has 
decreased nationwide and is 
expected to reach an all-time low by 
2020." MCG has already increased its 
class size and plans to increase it 
further in response to future 
workforce demands.

The school's achievements bode 
well for its accreditation site visit this 
November, Dr. Drisko said. "Our goal 
is to be premier dental school, and 
we're well on our way."

University, a master's degree from the 
University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte and completed the pediatric 
nurse practitioner program at MCG. 
"This is a great job," she said. "I truly 
couldn't imagine doing anything else. 
Watching families go from finding out 
about a devastating diagnosis to 
finding out how much they have in 
themselves and how strong their 
family is, I learn from them every day. 
1 don't think they get nearly as much 
from me as I do from them."

When not at work, Mrs. Fisher 
enjoys swimming, soccer, volunteering 
for the Boy Scouts of America and 
participating in church activities with 
her husband and four children. Beth Fisher

To nominate students, staff or faculty for the SWELL Award, send a brief description of the 
nominee to Ellen Gladden at egladden@mail.mcg.edu, FI-1042 (campus mail), or fax 1-6397. 
Please include the nominee's phone number. Deadline for the Aug. 19 issue is August 10.

"You can place your Beeper classified ad 
online - and pay for it by credit card if 
you wish. Visit graphic365.com today."

YOU CAN ALSO PRINT A PAPER FORM
AT GRAPHIC3B5.COM AND MAIL IT IN

THE OLD-FASHIONED WAY!

[faint, LOJUlf,

706.793.0186 or toil free 888.299.0186
www^dsimoving.com

3122 Mike Padgett Hwy, Augusta,

Your professional 
source for 
complete data 
management -

Desktop Pick-up and Delivery 
X-Ray and Medical Storage 
Business and Legal Storage 
On-Site File Purging 
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