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Clinical campus coming to Albany

Dr. J. Harold Harrison (left), a retired vascular surgeon and 1948 graduate of the MCG School 
of Medicine, with MCG President Daniel W. Rahn.

Alum donates $2 million
by Toni Baker

Dr. J. Harold Harrison, a vascular surgeon who helped develop the tech 
niques and tools for repairing or replacing diseased arteries, is making a 
$2 million gift to help his alma mater foster future innovations in his field.

The native of Kite, Ga., now retired from his near 50-year career and living 
with his wife, Sue, on a cattle farm in Bartow, Ga., has pledged the gift over 
three years, said Keith Todd, vice president for university advancement at the 
Medical College of Georgia.

"Cardiovascular disease, from heart attacks to strokes to lost limbs, is a 
major killer and disabler in our state and nation which we will attack from

See GIFT page 16

by Ellen Gladden

The Medical College of Georgia 
and the Phoebe Putney Health 
System are combining resources to 
expand clinical education and 
health care opportunities for south 
west Georgians.

Wednesday, May 12, leaders from 
the state's public health sciences 
university and the Albany-based 
hospital announced plans to create 
the Medical College of Georgia 
Clinical Campus at Albany. The two 
organizations are in the final stages 
of formalizing the agreement.

"There are many counties in 
Southwest Georgia that are under- 
served in respect to the number of 
available physicians," said Dr. Ruth 
Marie Fincher, vice dean for aca 
demic affairs at MCG. "The clinical 
campus in Albany will create an 
opportunity for us to help nurture 
the development of students who 
are interested in a career in medi 
cine, and ultimately, help meet the 
health care needs of the state. 
Community-based practice is a 
dimension of health care that really 
complements what we can teach in 
an academic medical center."

During the 2003-04 academic 
year, 41 medical students completed

Dr. T. Andrew Attrition, associate dean for curriculum in the School of Medicine, talks with a 
reporter about the MCG clinical campus in Albany. (Photo provided)

core clerkship rotations in family 
medicine, internal medicine and 
pediatrics at Phoebe Putney. With 
the formation of the clinical cam 
pus, MCG hopes to increase the 
number of students taking clerk 
ships in Albany as well as the type 
of specialty training, such as sur 
gery, neurology, obstetrics and 
gynecology or psychiatry, available 
to students. 

"The Medical College of Georgia

is committed to providing quality 
health care professionals for the 
entire state," said Dr. David M. 
Stern, dean of the MCG School of 
Medicine. "The fine health care pro 
fessionals at Phoebe Putney 
Regional Hospital have long been 
our partners in this commitment 
and we appreciate the expanded 
role they will now play as we move 
forward with this new clinical cam- 

See PHOEBE PUTNEY page 14
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NCI designation strengthens access to cancer treatment and studies
by Toni Baker

The Medical College of Georgia 
has received designation by the 
National Cancer Institute as a 
Minority-Based Community Clinical 
Oncology Program.

MCG is the 12th institution in the 
nation to receive the designation that 
strengthens access to the latest can 
cer treatment and prevention studies 
for minority patients and, ultimately, 
patients of all ages and races, said 
Dr. Andre.M. Kallab, director of clini 
cal trials for the MCG Section of 
Hematology/Oncology and the pro 
gram's principal investigator.

The Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center in Augusta and Athens 
Regional Medical Center in Athens, 
Ga., are collaborators in the three- 
year, $1.7 million grant that targets 
more than 1 million people in nearby 
Georgia and South Carolina counties.

Dr. Daron G. Ferris, family medi 
cine physician and director of the 
Gynecologic Cancer Prevention 
Center at MCG Medical Center, and 
Dr. Roger A. Vega, chief of the MCG 
Section of Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology are co-princi 
pal investigators.

"This designation will enable MCG 
to strengthen and expand its studies 
of better ways to prevent and treat a

broad spec 
trum of can 
cers," said Dr. 
David M. 
Stern, dean of 
the MCG 
School of 
Medicine."

This initia 
tive is in keep 
ing with the 
health care 
needs of the 
state and with 
MCG's plan to 
build a top- 
notch cancer 
research center 
as well as the 
long term goal 
of designation 
as an NCI 
Cancer Center."

The program seeks to make NCI- 
sponsored clinical trials available to 
minorities, a historically under-repre 
sented group in clinical trials. MCG 
was eligible because of its success in 
treating minorities: about 42 percent 
of its newly diagnosed cancer 
patients are African-American, as are 
about 40 percent of patients enrolled 
in existing clinical trials in cancer, 
Dr. Kallab said.

"This is an opportunity for minori-

Drs. Roger A. Vega (from left), Daron G. Ferris and Andre M. Kallab will manage a new National 
Cancer Institute Minority-Based Clinical Oncology Program at MCG. (Phil Jones photo)

ties to get involved with research 
that will allow them access to the 
most current cancer treatments avail 
able and, at the same time, further 
research, two opportunities that the 
minority community doesn't have as 
often as it should," said Dr. Frank M. 
Rumph, district health director for 
the East Central Georgia Public 
Health District who will serve on the 
new program's advisory board. The 
Augusta chapter of the National 
Black Leadership Initiative Against
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MCG Mission, 
Vision and Values

Mission
The mission of the Medical 

College of Georgia is to improve 
health and reduce the burden of 
illness in society by discovering, 
disseminating and applying 
knowledge of human health and 
disease.

Vision
The Medical College of Georgia 

will be one of the nation's premier 
health sciences universities.

Values
As a public institution dedicated 

to the discovery, dissemination 
and application of scientific 
knowledge, the Medical College of 
Georgia values leadership, social 
responsibility, compassion, 
diversity, professionalism and 
excellence.

Cancer plans to 
work with the 
program to 
increase partici 
pation, share 
information 
and, ideally, 
alleviate any 
fears and con 
cerns, Dr. 
Rumph said. 

NCI program 
funding, which 
becomes effec 
tive June 1, will 
be used to 
build the infra 
structure for 
many different 
clinical studies 
instead of fund 
ing a single 

study, Dr. Kallab said. Dollars will be 
used to hire personnel, including 
research nurses, study coordinators 
and administrative assistants who 
can expand MCG's clinical research 
activity in cancer. MCG already has 
access to some NCI-sponsored trials 
through affiliation with National 
Institutes of Health cancer-related 
groups including the Children's 
Oncology Group and the National 
Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel 
Project.

"The way I see this is we are going 
to have a happy family in which 
adults, pediatrics and preventive 
medicine come together to close the 
circle and anyone who needs any 
type of therapy will come here - 
whether it's a 60-year-old man or a 
2-year-old child - and will be treated 
at the same MCG cancer center," Dr. 
Vega said.

The physician-scientists are partic 
ularly pleased to enroll at-risk indi 
viduals in more preventive studies 
for cancers such as prostate and 
lung; most preventive studies at 
MCG have focused on cervical and 
breast cancer.

Unfortunately, even the national 
list of preventive trials is not nearly 
as long as the one for treatment tri 
als, Dr. Ferris said. "There is a lot 
more money that goes into curing 
people than preventing disease," he

said, but he is excited about ensuring 
that existing prevention trials are 
readily available to those in the 
Augusta-Athens area as well as 
nearby South Carolina counties and 
beyond.

"One area where prevention needs 
to take the lead is in the 10 percent of 
all children treated for cancer who 
will develop a second, different can 
cer in the next 20 years," Dr. Vega 
said. Studies need to examine 
lifestyle, environment and immunity 
to figure out why this happens and 
how to stop it, he said. "At this par 
ticular time we are blaming it on a 
faulty immune system and 
chemotherapy. We give chemother 
apy to kill cancer but some people 
believe it also can cause cancer. Is 
that the truth? Nobody knows 
because it has not been studied sys 
tematically. "

"It's the only way we can answer 
important questions in medicine, 
find new cures and take care of 
patients better than we have in the 
past," Dr. Ferris said of the increas 
ing emphasis on clinical trials at 
MCG. "If we don't study new treat 
ments in a rigid, objective fashion 
with compassion, care and ethics, 
we just don't advance the science of 
medicine. As the state's academic 
medical center, this is part of our 
responsibility."

"We are trying to answer impor 
tant questions and through these 
questions, we are changing the stan 
dard of care," Dr. Kallab said, noting 
that patients enrolled in clinical tri 
als typically have better outcomes 
than those outside of protocols, 
which mandate consistent, closely 
monitored treatment.

Collaborative clinical research is 
the key to treating many diseases, 
said Dr. Vega. "There is power in the 
numbers. Accruing across the 
nation many patients to be seen in a 
uniform fashion gives us answers in 
a very short period of time that we 
can learn from to develop still new 
generations of studies. As a single 
institution, we could never accom 
plish this. Without national studies, 
without comparative studies, there 
is no hope for cancer."

Now accepting nominations
Nominations of sterling employees for recognition 
in the Beeper's SWELL Award are always welcome.

The SWELL award Salutes the Work, Excellence, Leadership and Lives of nominees.

Send a brief description of the nominee to Ellen Gladden at egladden@mail.mcg.edu, FI-1042 (campus mail), 
or fax 1-6723. Please include the nominee's phone number. Deadline for the June 10 issue is June 2.
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Dean's Student Summer Research Program recipients announced
Twelve Medical College of 

Georgia medical students have 
received 2004 Dean's Student 
Summer Research Fellowships to 
conduct full-time basic or clinical 
research for eight to 12 weeks this 
summer. They will receive stipends 
of $300 a week plus $500 for sup 
plies.

Recipients and their mentors are: 
• Courtney Rollins, "Effect of low 

literacy intervention on breast feed

ing levels and knowledge," with Dr. 
Michelle Brenner
• Brad Mitchell, "Preventing kid 

ney damage in type II diabetic rats 
by epoxide hydrolase inhibition," 
with Dr. John Imig
• Alyssa Paetau, "Non-invasive 

assessment of lung inflammation in 
children with chronic lung dis 
eases," with Dr. Margaret Guill
• Azeem Oladunjoye, "Cloning 

and functional characterization of

rabbit intestinal SMCT, a sodium 
coupled transporter for short-chain 
fatty acids and nicotinic acid," with 
Dr. Vadivel Ganapathy
• Vincent Scoglietti, "Synthesizing 

VPU-FLT-KDEL degrakine to inhibit 
corneal angiogensis," with Dr. 
Balamurali Ambati
• Fatima Stanford, "Remodeling of 

transplanted tendons in develop 
mental joint reconstruction," with 
Dr. Karl Wenger

• Chris Coppeans, "Self-harm 
behavior incidence and correlates 
in a GLBT community," with Dr. 
Amy House
• Devak Desai, "Influence of HIV- 

1 Tat on lysine transport and CAT-1 
expression in RBE-4 cells," with Dr. 
Vadivel Ganapathy
• Kevin Ikhumetse, "Expression 

pattern of SMCT on intestinal tract 
in normal and in germ-free mouse," 
with Dr. Vadivel Ganapathy

• Derek Doran, "Regulation of 
gene expression in the develop 
ment of hypertension in male and 
female rats," with Dr. Jennifer 
Pollack
• Matthew Grisham, "Health liter 

acy and bone density screening," 
with Peggy Wagner
• Craig Colby, "Induction of 

indoleamine 2, 3 dioxygenase in 
the GI tract," with Dr. Andrew 
Mellor

The future of research

Dr. Balamurali Ambati, assistant professor in the Department of Ophthalmology, was a judge for the Ashthavadhani Vidwan Ambati 
Subbaraya Chetty Foundation during the Intel International Science & Engineering Fair, held May 13 in Portland, Ore. The foundation pro 
vided $6,000 in awards to talented high school students with projects that are creative, ingenlus or mark a substantive scientific advance. 
Dr. Ambati and his brother formed the foundation in honor of their grandfather. They and their father serve as judges for numerous regional 
and national science fairs. Dr. Ambati (right) and his father, Ambati M. Rao, speak with IB-year-old Mitali Thakor about her first-place proj 
ect, "Stem Cell Tissue Engineering with a Nanowlre-Hydrogel Matrix." (Photo provided)
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Personal experience with 'White Plague' spurs service
Editor's note-. Dr. Lois J. Ellison, HOC medical historian in residence, wrote the following account of her service with the American Lung Association 
for the association's Centennial Celebration Conference May 22. Dr. Ellison served as president of the organization from 1986-87.

Lois Ellison in the Hay 11,1947 Atlanta Journal photograph she references in her essay.

My introduction to the Lung 
Association began with a dramatic 
event 57 years ago. My husband (Dr. 
Robert G. Ellison, Charbonnier 
Professor of Surgery and Chief of the 
Section of Cardiothoracic Surgery 
Emeritus) was a Medical College of 
Georgia thoracic surgery resident at 
Battey State Tuberculosis Hospital in 
Rome, Ga., an institution with 
approximately 1,500 patients. I was 
recuperating from pulmonary tuber 
culosis that had forced me to drop 
out of medical school just before my 
senior year. Although no longer hos 
pitalized, I had not been cleared to 
re-enter medical school.

The superintendent of the hospital 
was Dr. Rufus Payne, who became 
well known for his work in tubercu 
losis treatment, including conducting 
chemotherapy trials and identifying 
what was first named the Battey 
bacillus. He invited me to work 
under his supervision on the admis 
sion service.This was truly a wonder

ful educational and inspirational 
experience.

Although streptomycin was avail 
able in small amounts, not nearly 
enough was available for the many 
patients who desperately needed it. 
No state funds were available. Dr. 
Payne had a plan. He contacted the 
Georgia Tuberculosis Association and 
requested a campaign to raise funds 
to purchase streptomycin. The asso 
ciation enthusiastically consented. 
The money was needed immediately.

Dr. Payne knew something had to 
be done to raise the public's aware 
ness of this great need. He called me 
to his office and explained a plan to 
ask the Atlanta Journal, Atlanta's 
daily newspaper, to announce a fund 
drive. He asked if I would allow my 
story to be a part of the appeal. Of 
course, my answer was yes. I would 
do anything to help. As a result, on 
Mother's Day, May 11, 1947, a large 
photograph of me at the bedside of 
an 11-year-old boy holding a

Mother's Day card appeared on the 
front page of the state edition of the 
paper.

The accompanying article 
explained the immediate need for 
$75,000 to purchase streptomycin for 
patients who desperately needed it. 
Results were unbelievable. Money 
poured in—small and large contribu 
tions—often accompanied with a let 
ter expressing hopes and prayers for 
the victims of the "White Plague," a 
term used in the article. Within 
weeks, a total of $111,815 was col 
lected, exceeding the goal by 49 per 
cent. As a result, 650 patients 
received streptomycin.

During the ensuing months, 
patients and staff at Battey Hospital 
witnessed what could only be called 
a miracle, one made possible by the 
Georgia Tuberculosis Association and 
the generosity of Georgians. I made a 
solemn vow that I would someday be 
a part of the Lung Association. My 
commitment continues.
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Milestones
Nurses honored

MCG Health System nurses were 
honored at the seventh annual Spirit 
of Nursing Showcase, presented by 
the Georgia Nurses Association, 10th 
District.

Ann Hayes, nurse manager of peri- 
anesthesia services and catherization 
lab at the Children's Medical Center, 
was named CSRA Nurse Manager of
me iear aunng 
the showcase.
Ms. Hayes is 
responsible for 
administrative
and clinical
management of 
the pre-op clinic, 
post anesthesia 
care unit, seda-
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•**^
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Ms. Hayes
tion service,
anesthesia support and the pediatric
catherization lab.

Nurses honored during the show 
case were selected based on their sig 
nificant contributions to nursing and 
health care in the CSRA, Georgia and

nationally, exceptional leadership 
skills, effectiveness in promoting the 
professional image of nursing, men- 
toring skills, and sustained commit 
ment to enhancing and improving 
health care.

In addition, Sue Alien, Terence 
Leegan, Kay Abraham, Jill Williams, 
Paula Chambers, Karen Catchings 
and Randy Murphy received a "Spirit 
of Nursing" Award. Tamara Dunstan 
was honored posthumously. Nurses 
who received this award exemplify a 
spirit of caring and commitment to 
nursing, whether at a patient's bed 
side or in leading others.

Obituaries
Ruth Crawford, a retired food pro 
duction assistant, died May 4, at age 
89. Ms. Crawford served MCG for 20 
years. Survivors include son John 
Crawford; granddaughter Deborah 
Crawford; grandson Toney Crawford; 
cousin Alice Smith and daughter-in- 
law Cleo Crawford.

Bring your news to Beeper editor 
Ellen Gladden at egladden@mcg.edu
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Campuswide education comes from disaster drill
A simulated tornado disaster on 

April 29 helped Medical College of 
Georgia building coordinators, pub 
lic safety officers and campus 
administrators prepare operations 
plans for natural or manmade disas 
ters.

"This exercise was a follow-up to 
a tabletop disaster drill conducted 
by the MCG Crisis Management 
Team in 2003," said Director of 
Public Safety Mitch Jones of the 
campuswide disaster drill. "The 
goal of this year's drill was to test 
several aspects that were identified 
in the tabletop, primarily, MCG's 
ability to communicate effectively 
campus wide."

Formed in 1996, MCG's Crisis 
Management Team was originally 
designed to respond to and review 
workplace violence issues. "Since 
transition, the team has evolved to 
be the emergency operations team 
for campus operations," said Mr. 
Jones, who facilitates the team's 
meetings.

Because interoperability and 
quick communication are essential

when responding in disaster situa 
tions, the drill was designed to 
assess how well planned methods of 
communications would work during 
a disaster. Using e-mail notifications 
of weather conditions and questions 
about evacuation procedures, the 
drill helped Crisis Management 
Team members examine plans to 
communicate with all building 
occupants.

After evaluating the responses 
from building coordinators, some 
issues identified were:
• E-mail system was slow due to 

the number and frequency of 
Campus Announcements.
• A communications dependency 
on phones, cell phones and pagers 
was evident, and methods of insur 
ing contact were discussed as a 
result of the drill.
• How to develop contingencies for 

power outages, loss of cellular serv 
ice, and other important utilities.
• Communication to and from 

building coordinators was deemed 
very good.
• Communications and emergency
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency offers 
"Are you ready: A citizen guide to emergency prepared 
ness" online at www.fema.gov/areyouready/. The 
book includes facts on disaster survival techniques, 
disaster-specific information, and how to prepare for 
and respond to natural and manmade disasters.

responses for building coordinators 
that are assigned multiple buildings 
needs to be addressed. Developing 
advance warning responses and "no 
warning" responses to help speed 
overall campus response were also 
suggested.
• A need to set up paging groups 

with proper priorities and create 
coded messages to eliminate some 
confusion.
• Working with communication 

groups on a periodic basis to main 
tain current contact information is 
needed.
• Annual updates and periodic 

meetings with building coordinators 
should be held to discuss changes to 
plans and responses.

"The after action review was 
extremely helpful in revealing 
some basic needs for MCG's 
campus response," said Mr. 
Jones. "We learned that adding 
some other methods to ensure com 
munication will greatly assist us in 
these types of situations. As a result 
of this drill, we are researching 
some possible solutions with com 
munications vendors."

Overall, Mr. Jones said the drill 
was successful.

"The goal was really to test our 
current communications plans and 
identify necessary improvements. 
Gathering information on our per 
formance, training and educating 
staff regarding responses and mak

ing improvements that benefit the 
MCG campus are all very positive 
results," he said.

Information from the disaster 
drill will be used to develop tem 
plates to format emergency 
responses for all campus depart 
ments. For more information about 
the disaster drill or the Crisis 
Management Team, contact Mr. 
Jones at ext. 1-2914.
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Bits & Bytes
f ditor's note: Information Technology Support and Services offers technology tips in this column. 
To submit questions or suggestions for topics, contact Becky Rogers, manager of customer serv 
ice, Information Technology, at ext. 1-3668.

Why has access to the Internet been so slow
Information Technology Support and 

Services recently has been battling 
numerous viruses - the biggest being 
W32.Welchia.B worm. This virus/ 
worm generates lots of network traffic, 
which slows access to the Internet and 
other services. Welchia.B, along with 
most other virus/worms, is very easy to 
contiol and ultimately eliminate in our 
environment by maintaining a firewall 
that protects the internal network 
(Intranet), keeping desktop operating 
systems (all versions of Microsoft 
Windows) updated with the latest serv 
ice packs and security patches and 
installing antivirus software (i.e. 
Symantec Antivirus).

IT maintains a firewall to protect 
from outside attacks and to ensure that 
we are good Internet citizens by keep 
ing bad traffic (i.e. viruses, worms, 
Trojans, etc) from going out. Because 
the firewall is processing traffic from 
infected computers inside the network

and necessary work traffic, access to 
the Internet is delayed. It takes only one 
infected computer to slow the whole 
network.

Despite the firewall, MCG computer 
systems still get infected via laptops 
infected at another location that con 
nect to the MCG network, computer 
users who download infected software 
or SpyWare from the Internet, vulnera 
ble or non-updated computer systems 
and not running updated antivirus pro 
tection software.

Infected software and SpyWare can 
easily get added to a user's system 
through normal Web browsing. Some 
SpyWare programs create back doors 
for another program to access later, oth 
ers generate pop-up windows and still 
others slow the operating system. 
Several programs are available to scan 
for SpyWare and delete it. IT is investi 
gating licensing issues related to using 
these on campus. In the meantime,

report any suspicion of Spyware to the 
Help Desk (ext. 1-4000 for MCG, or ext. 
1-7500 for MCG Health, Inc.)

MCG has enough licenses to cover 
every user on campus - including home 
computers. Two new Symantec utilities 
that will work together with the 
antivirus program have been added. 
Both will better protect against worms, 
SpyWare and other kinds of malware 
(bad programs).

Protecting the MCG Intranet is a joint 
effort. Users must utilize Microsoft's 
most current service packs and security 
patches. IT has posted system mainte 
nance instructions on the Web. For sys 
tems that haven't been updated in a 
long while, the update may need to be 
run several times, until there are zero 
critical patches left to install. (See 
www.mcg.edu/it/Departments/sa.htm 
Windows Update Instructions.)
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Library offers new resources 
for clinical questions

The Greenblatt Library is offering a 
vital new clinical resource for MCG 
faculty, students and staff.

InfoPOEMs, a database that can be 
downloaded to a PDA or Pocket PC, 
focuses on patient-care information 
to meet the clinician's need for quick 
access to evidence-based informa 
tion.

The two components of 
InfoPOEMS, InfoRetriever and 
DailyPOEMs, are integrated data 
bases, but can also be searched sepa 
rately. InfoRetriever allows the user 
to search by text phrases or to select 
from an alphabetical listing. Similar 
to an OVID search, users can choose 
the best match for a term before the 
actual search is performed. Search 
results are organized by evidence- 
based categories including diagnosis, 
treatment, harm and prognosis. In 
addition, Griffith's Five Minute 
Clinical Consult, practice guidelines, 
photographs and patient education 
are included when available for the 
topic. Clinical calculators can be 
searched to narrow diagnoses, esti 
mate prognosis and assess risk for 
selected conditions.

Daily POEMs include the question, 
clinical implications, brief synopsis 
and links to a PubMed abstract for 
further information. POEMS are 
selected from a monthly review of

ICHARD
:ALHOUN

over 36 years, 
we've been helping 

folks at MCG."
Different homes. 

Same results since 1967. 
Call Stewart and Laura.

phin3324@bellsouth.net 
office: (706) 863-8953 
home: (706) 733-4138

N
lust say yes! Let our family help your family"

How is InfoRetriever 
different from Ovid@Hand?

• InfoRetriever allows users to 
search several sources of evi 
dence-based medicine informa 
tion, such as 5-Minute Clinical 
Consult, Practice Guidelines and 
Poems (summaries of research 
articles).
• InfoRetriever has clinical rules 
and calculators, a photo gallery, 
ICD-9 Codes, E/M coding wizard.
• Drug information is searchable 
by name or class and relative cost 
information is provided. 
OVID@Hand provides better 
information for contraindications, 
adverse reactions, lab test interfer 
ences and patient and family edu 
cation.
• Memory requirements - 
InfoRetriever on the palm requires 
a 64MB memory stick and uses 
approximately 700 KB of internal 
memory and 29.2 MB of external 
memory. The Pocket PC requires 
approximately 51 MB of memory.
• Palm OVID@Hand requires 2 
MB for Journals@OVID and 
approximately 1 MB for A-Z drug 
facts.

over 100 journals and can be sent to 
your e-mail account or searched 
online. Each POEM must address a 
clinical question, produce measura 
ble outcome and have the potential 
to change clinical practice.

InfoPOEMs excels at summarizing 
comprehensive literature and organ 
izing the results in a clinical bottom 
line.

The heart of InfoPOEMs is based 
on conditions commonly presented 
to family medicine practitioners. 
More in-depth information needs 
may require MEDLINE searching.

For more information about 
InfoPOEMs or MEDLINE, contact the 
library information desk at ext.l- 
3441.

Enter our 2nd annual
"Look What I Grew"
gardening contest!

DETAILS, PAGE 11
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Study links arterial elasticity, erectile dysfunction
by Toni Baker

Men whose small arteries have lost 
elasticity because of hypertension, 
smoking, diabetes and the like could 
easily have problems with erectile 
dysfunction as well, according to a 
study at the Medical College of 
Georgia.

The study used a wrist device to 
measure arterial stiffness in 106 
hypertensive men and the Sexual 
Health Inventory for Men Scale or 
SHIM to measure the quality of their 
erection, said Dr. L. Michael Prisant, 
cardiologist and hypertension expert 
who directs MCG's Hypertension and 
Clinical Pharmacology Unit.

Not surprisingly, Dr. Prisant and 
his colleagues found a direct correla 
tion between arterial stiffness and 
erectile dysfunction.

"Everyone would intuitively think 
that, but it has not been proven," Dr. 
Prisant said of the study presented 
May 20 during the American Society 
of Hypertension's 19th Annual 
Scientific Meeting in New York City.

It has been proven that age, hyper 
tension, diabetes, hyperlipidemia and 
smoking relate to arterial stiffness 
and erectile dysfunction, but the 
MCG study is the first to show the 
reciprocal relationship between small 
artery stiffness and erection prob 
lems. In addition to being hyperten 
sive, 43 percent of Dr. Prisant's study 
participants were smokers or ex- 
smokers, 24 percent were diabetic 
and 50 percent had high lipid or fat 
levels in their blood. Their mean age 
was nearly 59.

The study also showed an even 
stronger direct relationship between 
age and a low SHIM score and that 
the longer men were hypertensive, 
the greater their risk of erectile dys 
function. He found no correlation 
between large vessel elasticity - the 
loss of this comes much later in car 
diovascular disease - and erectile

Dr. L Michael Prisant presented research that shows the correlation between arterial 
stiffness and erectile dysfunction.

dysfunction.
"We have patients who believe that 

the drugs we give them for their heart 
disease and hypertension cause prob 
lems with erectile dysfunction," Dr. 
Prisant said. "We know some of these 
drugs can cause problems, but we 
also know that the diseases them 
selves cause these problems."

Experience and research have 
shown that some diuretics routinely 
given to heart and hypertension 
patients contribute to erectile dys 
function but certain anti-hyperten 
sives actually improve erectile 
dysfunction. Left untreated, hyper 
tension increases the risk of erectile 
dysfunction, Dr. Prisant said. On the 
other hand, one way Viagra appears 
to work is by reducing arterial stiff 
ness, he said.

A new class of drugs still under 
study called advanced glycation end- 
products crosslink breakers, which 
also will be discussed at the 
American Society of Hypertension

meeting, appears to lower blood pres 
sure by restoring flexibility to blood 
vessels, the heart and other tissue, 
Dr. Prisant said.

He encourages patients to talk with 
their physicians about problems with 
erections and physicians to use the 
tools available to them, including the 
SHIM questionnaire and the wrist 
device for measuring elasticity, to 
assess the problems. These problems 
may be early indicators of cardiovas 
cular disease, he said.

"The things that cause atheroscle 
rosis of the human body are the same 
things that cause sexual dysfunc 
tion," Dr. Prisant said. "When I see a 
young kid who is smoking, I don't 
tell him he can get coronary artery 
disease or lung cancer because that 
won't connect with him. What I tell 
him is it can make him impotent."

Dr. Don Loebl Jr., a 2003 graduate 
of the MCG School of Medicine, and 
Helen Fain, a registered nurse and Dr. 
Prisant's study coordinator, also are 
authors on the abstract.

The work was funded by Pfizer as 
an independent medical school 
grant.

, IhisMist device can belnphysiciaosjissess the elasticitynl bloodvessels. (PJiil tones photos)
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Faculty Senate presents honors
by Ellen Gladden

The Medical College of Georgia 
Faculty Senate presented Faculty 
Recognition Awards May 18 in the 
Alumni Center. The faculty senate is 
composed of elected representatives 
from the faculty of each department 
in the School of Medicine and serves 
as an advisory body to the Dean of 
the School of Medicine.

Honored faculty and their awards 
are:

Dr. Wendy Bollag, associate pro 
fessor, Department of Medicine, 
Basic Science Teaching Award.

Dr. Jerry Ned Pruitt II, associate 
professor, Department of Neurology,

Clinical Science Teaching Award.
Dr. Sylvia Smith, professor, 

Department of Cellular Biology and 
Anatomy, Basic Science Research 
Award.

Dr. Shirley Poduslo, professor, 
Department of Neurology, Clinical 
Science Research Award.

Dr. Michael Macfee, chief, Section 
of Gynecologic Oncology and vice 
chair of the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, Patient Care Award.

Dr. Margaret Guill, professor, 
Dorothy A. Hahn Chair and vice 
chair of academic affairs for the 
Department of Pediatrics, 
Institutional Service Award.

Dr. Erhard Bieberich, assistant pro 
fessor, Department of Medicine, and

Thanks, HCCU!

The Health Center Credit Union recently became the first Champion-level sponsor for 
the HCG Children's Medical Center by donating $5,000 to support several CMC fund 
raisers during the year. Funds raised at the events will benefit family services pro 
grams. President of the Health Center Credit Union Stacy Tallent (from left) presents 
the check to Julie Moretz, director of Family Services Development, and Dr. William 
Kanto, medical director of the CMC. (Photo provided)

Dr. John Imig, associate professor in 
the Department of Physiology, 
Outstanding Young Basic Scientist 
Award.

Dr. Catherine Davis, assistant pro 
fessor, Department of Pediatrics, and 
Dr. Robert Stager, assistant professor, 
Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, Outstanding Young 
Clinical Scientist Award.

Dr. Frank Treiber, professor, 
Department of Pediatrics and direc 
tor, Georgia Prevention Institute, 
Outstanding Faculty Award.

Also, Educator of the year awards 
were presented by medical students 
to Dr. John F. Fisher, associate pro 
fessor, Department of Medicine; Dr. 
Robert A. Pendergrast Jr., associate 
professor, Department of Pediatrics; 
Dr. Michael W. Felz, associate profes 
sor, Department of Family Medicine; 
Dr. John C. Morgan, assistant profes 
sor, Department of Neurology; Dr. 
Rachel E. Gagen, resident, 
Department of Pediatrics; Dr. Mark 
J. Gresham, community obstetrician 
and gynecologist in Waynesboro, 
Ga.; and Dr. Vadivel Ganapathy, 
interim chair of the Department of 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.

Dr. Bartosz Chmielowski, resident, 
Section of Internal Medicine, 
received the Resident of the Year 
award.

Additionally, Dr. Thomas N. Kias, 
Jr., of Athens, Ga., received the 
Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical 
Society Volunteer Clinical Faculty 
Award.

Top: Michelle Ying presents the
Educator of the Year award

to Dr. Robert Pendergrast.

Right: Dr. M. Iqbal Khan (left) passes
the gavel to incoming Faculty Senate

President Dr. Jack C. Yu.
(Phil Jones photos)

1472 Broad St • 724-4259 • Outdoor Furniture • Shabby Chic • Primitive Southern Stuff • One-Of-A-Kind Gifts
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On the fast track
by Ellen Gladden

Like many medical students, 
Fatima Cody Stanford stays so busy 
that when some unexpected free 
time arises, she's not sure what to 
do.

"I'm definitely going to treat 
myself to some Thai food at my 
favorite restaurant, but after that, I 
have no idea how I'll spend the after 
noon," she said after completing her 
first-year exams at the Medical 
College of Georgia School of 
Medicine.

She pondered reading an issue of 
her favorite magazine, which has 
been collecting dust while she ful 
filled the duties as president of her 
class, completed proposals for two 
summer research fellowship pro 
grams and worked to organize the 
Georgia Chapter of the Association 
of Women Surgeons, which held its 
first meeting on campus in March. 
Her spare time will become more 
scarce in October, when she begins 
the duties as vice chair of the organi 
zation's National Medical Student 
Section.

"There are over 1,800 members, 
students and surgeons, and my job 
will be to help coordinate the men- 
torship program and keep students 
informed of decisions made at the 
national level," said the Atlanta 
native. "I will also serve on the 
national chapter development com 
mittee to help others establish 
statewide chapters throughout the 
country." For the newly formed state 
chapter, Fatima will work to build a 
membership base - targeting medical 
students at MCG, as well as at Emory 
University, Mercer University and 
Morehouse School of Medicine.

"A lot of interest has been gener 
ated for this," she said. "We're really 
striving to make women realize that 
surgery is something they can do, 
and do really well.

"I'm not 100 percent sure I'll be 
choosing surgery as my career, but 
right now it interests me the most. 
All women in medical school should 
come get involved to hear the 
options that are available before rul 
ing it out. I think a lot of women 
come to medical school already rul 
ing out surgery because it has a rep 
utation for being so demanding. 
When do you find time to have kids?

Talking with some of the women sur 
geons, you get a feel for the different 
approaches they took and how they 
were able to do that in such a 
demanding and typically male-domi 
nated field."

This summer, Fatima will use 
some of her down time from classes 
to explore other career interests: bio- 
medical research and orthopaedics.

"Orthopaedics is very exciting, 
probably because I have a strong fit 
ness/sports background in dance 
and track. I was a sprinter in high 
school and I danced with the Georgia 
Ballet and the Emory University 
Dance Company," said the young 
woman who found time to earn a 
Gold Congressional Medal of Honor 
for Community Service. She also 
worked at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the 
American Cancer Society and the 
DeKalb Rape Crisis Center while 
completing a bachelor's degree in 
anthropology/biology and a master 
of public health degree in public 
health policy and management from 
Emory.

Fatima's passions for leadership, 
Service and academic excellence 
have begun to pay off. Earlier this 
month, she was named one of 32 
students nationally to receive the 
2004 Bristol-Myers Squibb Academic 
Medicine Fellowship. The $6,000 
award will help supplement her

work in an eight- to 12-week sum 
mer research project under the guid 
ance of Dr. Karl Wenger, assistant 
professor of orthopaedic surgery. Her 
project was also among the 12 stu 
dent research initiatives awarded 
through the School of Medicine 
Dean's Student Summer Fellowship 
Program. (See related story, page 3.)

"Fatima's project takes what we 
have learned clinically in the field of 
adult ligament reconstruction and 
extends our scientific knowledge to 
better understand how transplanted 
ligaments adapt to growing limbs in 
children," said Dr. Wenger. "We will 
investigate the basic question of 
whether a grafted ligament will grow 
normally when subjected to mechan 
ical stress as the child grows."

Next March, Fatima will join the 
other awardees (students from med 
ical schools including Johns 
Hopkins, Duke, Stanford, Harvard, 
Brown and UCLA) in presenting their 
research at a symposium hosted by 
National Medical Fellowships Inc. 
The non-profit organization was 
founded to improve the health of 
underserved communities by train 
ing and educating minority physi 
cians, educators, researchers and 
policymakers in the United States. 
Since 1946, the group has awarded 
over $38 million to 23,000 individu 
als.

Medical student Fatima Cody Stanford recently received two scholarships to partici 
pate in a summer research program. (Phil Jones photo)
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Beeper deadline
The deadline for the June 10 issue 

is June 2. Deadline for the June 24 
issue is June 16. Send story ideas or 
announcements to Beeper Editor 
Ellen Gladden, Fl-1042 (campus 
mail), ext. 1-4410 (phone), or eglad- 
den@mcg.edu, (e-mail). Advertising 
inquiries should be addressed to 
publisher Dan Pearson, P.O. Box 397 
Augusta, Ga., 30903-0397 or call 
(706) 860-5455.

MCC retirees to meet
The MCG Retirees Association 

will meet June 8 at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Clubhouse on Washington 
Road. Lunch is $10. Retired General 
Perry Smith will present "Learning 
from our Heros: What our living 
Medal of Honor Recipients Can 
Teach Us." MCG First Lady Lana 
Rahn will speak about the MCG 
Arts Council's efforts to fund a 
Steinway piano for campus. Door 
prizes will be given. For reserva 
tions, send a check made payable 
to MCG Retirees Association to Dr. 
Dave Welter, P.O. Box 2997, 
Augusta, GA, 30912. For more 
information, contact Dr. Biagio 
Vericella at bvericell@mcg.edu.

Arts Council seeks performers
The MCG Arts Council is seeking 

the talents of faculty, staff and stu

dent musicians and perform 
ers for its 2004-05 noon arts 

conference series. Those inter 
ested in sharing their talents 

with the MCG community for 
these one-hour midday concerts 
and other events, should send an e- 
mail to Dr. Kathleen McKie at 
kmckie@mcg.edu by May 31. 
Please include your talent (danc 
ing, singing, musical instrument, 
etc.), any special equipment your 
performance would require (micro 
phone, etc.), and your level of 
availability for the 2004-05 aca 
demic year.

HR offers listening workshop
The MCG Division of Human 

Resources will offer an effective lis 
tening workshop for all campus 
employees June 1 and 3, at 9 a.m. in 
the Human Resources Training 
Room, Annex 1, room 1151. 
Registration is available online at 
www. meg. edu/hr/training/ 
regform.htm.

Memorial Day Ceremony
The Georgia War Veterans Nursing 

Home will host a Memorial Day 
Ceremony Monday, May 31 at 9 a.m. 
in the courtyard. Brigadier General 
Gregory J. Premo, deputy command 
ing general at Fort Gordon, will be 
the featured speaker. Augusta- 
Richmond County Mayor Bob Young, 
Fort Gordon's U.S. Army Signal 
Corps Band and the Post Color Guard 
will participate. The public is invited. 
For more information, contact Karen 
Yonceatext. 1-2531.

on 15th Street across from the MCG Annex

f f 4-1101
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PowerPoint training
The Office of Educational Design 

and Development will offer level 1 
PowerPoint training June 8 at 9:30 in 
the Greenblatt Library, room 163. 
The course is designed for the begin 
ner and will cover creating basic 
slides with text and images, using 
shortcut toolbars, and applying a 
design template. Registration is avail 
able online at www.oedd.mcg.edu/ 
WebCtlis.nsf/winfo?OpenView.

Right to know training
MCG employees must complete 

Basic Right to Know Training each 
calendar year. The online training 
familiarizes University System of 
Georgia employees about the impor 
tance of working safely with haz 
ardous materials, and generally takes 
approximately 15 minutes to com 
plete. To fulfill the training require 
ment, visit www.usg.edu/ehs/ 
training/rtkbasic/. For more infor 
mation, contact the Division of

Environmental Health and Safety at 
ext. 1-2663.

Blood donors needed
The Medical College of Georgia 

Blood Donor Room is seeking dona 
tions of all types. All blood drawn 
at the MCG Blood Donor Room is 
used for MCG patients. To donate, 
call ext. 1-3694, or stop by the 
Blood Donor Room on the first floor 
of the Sydenstricker Building, room 
1200.

Cancer support group
The MCG Gynecologic Cancer 

Support Group meets on the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. in 
the Breast Health Services confer 
ence room on the first floor of MCG 
Medical Center. All affected by gyne 
cologic cancer are invited. For more 
information, call ext.1-3992.

Sing about it
MCG faculty, staff and students
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with vocal talent are needed for a 
new MCG chorus. All are welcome to 
join rehearsals Mondays at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Large Auditorium. For more 
information contact Marilee Grecian 
at mcreelan@mcg.edu.

Official business mail reminder
Official business mail must bear 

the Medical College of Georgia or 
MCG Health Inc. return address 
including the department name, sec 
tion, budget department number, 
city, state and ZIP code in the upper- 
left corner to be eligible to receive 
postage. For more information, con 
tact Vickie Harrison in Campus Mail 
Services at ext. 1-3996

Lend a hand in an emergency
The Georgia 4 Disaster Medical 

Assistance Team is looking for all 
types of health care workers as well 
as non-medical support staff to vol-

See NEWSBRIEFS page 11

Name change creates Department of Health Informatics
by Christine Hurley Deriso

The Medical College of Georgia School of Allied 
Health Sciences has renamed its Department of 
Health Information Management the Department of 
Health Informatics.

The program will continue to train students to 
compile, manage and analyze health-related informa 
tion to optimize patient care. Graduates will be pre 
pared to work in roles including applied health 
informatics researcher, chief information officer, pub 
lic health information officer, health information sys 
tems application designer and health 
data/information resource manager.

"The name change is more reflective of the profes 
sion and program," said MCG Provost Barry D. 
Goldstein. "Informatics is a broad term that encom 
passes understanding the impact technology has on 
people, the development of new uses for technology 
and the application of technology in the context of 
another field."

MCG offers a bachelor's degree in the field for stu 
dents transferring as college juniors and a post-bac 
calaureate certificate for students with registration or 
a license in an allied health or nursing profession.

"Today's students are looking for an education that 
will give them career options now and in the future," 
said School of Allied Health Sciences Dean Shelley 
Mishoe, noting that the name change better reflects 
the cutting-edge nature of the field that combines 
health care and extensive computer technology.

"We believe the proposed name change better 
reflects our abilities as leaders in the allied health 
professions, offering innovative, value-added pro 
grams from the state's only health sciences univer 
sity," said Dr. Carol Campbell, chair of the 
department.

Dr. Campbell also spearheaded MCG's new mas 
ter's degree program in public health with a major in 
health informatics.

For more information about the programs, contact 
the department at ext. 1-3436.
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Summertime skin safety
Editor's note: MCG Health System submitted the following information from Dr. Jack Lesher, 
chief of the Section of Dermatology,

Summer is a time when people 
head to the beaches to bask in the 
sun. And despite the best intentions, 
it is sometimes hard to shake the 
notion that a bronzed body is a 
healthy body. The reality is, too 
much sun can lead to skin cancer 
and premature aging.

The following are the top-six 
myths about sun exposure, tanning 
and aging:

Myth: It is OK to tan if you are 
wearing sunscreen. 
Reality: Tanning indicates a change 
in your skin, so no tan is healthy or 
safe. Use a broad-spectrum sun 
screen that blocks both ultraviolet A 
and ultraviolet B rays with a sun pro 
tection factor of at least IS (30 or

higher if you have a history of skin 
cancer). Remember you need to 
apply sunscreen about an hour 
before going out into the sun. 
Reapply sunscreen every two hours 
(and more often if you are swim 
ming).
Myth: You need to wear sunscreen 
only if you are going to the beach 
or planning to be outside for sev 
eral hours.
Reality: It is actually best to wear 
sunscreen every day. You should rou 
tinely use sunscreen if you will be 
exposed to the sun for more than 10 
to 15 minutes. Driving, sitting in 
your office in front of a window and 
walking outside all expose you to the 
sun. Try incorporating sunscreen 
application into your daily schedule.

Products such as moisturizer/sun 
screen combinations and spray-on 
sunscreens make daily application a 
little more user-friendly. 
Myth: You need to be out in the sun 
to make sure your body produces 
enough Vitamin D. 
Reality: You need only about five to 
15 minutes of sun exposure two to 
three times a week on your face and 
hands for your body to produce a 
sufficient supply of Vitamin D. Milk 
and multivitamins are excellent 
sources of Vitamin D. 
Myth: You do not need to worry 
about sun exposure during the 
winter or during cloudy days. 
Reality: The sun may not feel hot 
during the winter or on cloudy days, 
but the ultraviolet rays are still being 
absorbed by your skin. So remember 
sunscreen and protective gear, even 
when it is not hot out.

Beeper's "Look What I Grew!" contest needs you
Do you have homegrown vegetables maturing in your 

garden? You could reap rewards from your crop in the 
Beeper's second "Look what 1 grew!" gardening contest. 
Share your fattest, skinniest and most unusual-looking 
fruits and vegetables with the Beeper and you could 
earn gardening goodies and gift certificates 
from contest sponsors.

Got a noteworthy homegrown 
piece of produce you'd like to 
enter? Contact Beeper Editor 
Ellen Gladden at ext. 1-4410 
(phone) or egladden@mail. 
mcg.edu (e-mail) or send a 
photo of you with your garden 
gem to FI-1042 (intercampus 
mail). Entries should include a pic-

ture of the grower with the vegetable or fruit. Categories 
include, but are not limited to: Fattest Produce, Skinniest 
Produce, Longest Produce, Most Uncommon Produce (i.e. 

kiwi fruit, which are not commonly grown in this 
area) and Most Unusual-Looking Produce (i.e. grew in 

an odd shape). Send us what you think is noteworthy 
_ and tell us why. We'll award prizes 

*"° for your time and efforts.
All gardeners must be MCG-affili- 

ated. Only students, retirees, current 
employees or spouses of MCG, MCG 

Health, Inc., or Physicians Practice Group are 
eligible for prizes. All produce must be home- 
grown.

Deadline for entries is July 13. Winners will 
be published in the July 22 issue.

NEWSBRIEFS ... from page 10
unteer emergency assistance during 
national disasters. Time commit 
ments vary and all amounts of partic 
ipation are accepted. For more 
information, contact Beth NeSmith at 
ext. 1-3153 or Jane Williams at ext.l- 
4951.

Confidential counseling
MCG's Employee/Faculty Assist 

ance Program offers up to six confi 
dential counseling sessions to MCG 
employees and their immediate fam 
ily at no charge. The counseling ses 
sions may cover any area of concern, 
whether personal or work related. 
The program is located in the FE 
building, 844 Chafee Avenue and is 
open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more 
information or to make an appoint 
ment, call ext.1-2599.

WORLD EXCLUSIVE!
This newspaper's 

"Buzzle" crossword and 
"Quotation Buzzle" 
appear in no other 

newspapers anywhere 
in the world.

Find them by turning the page.

Myth: Tanning beds 
are safer than tan 
ning under the sun. 
Reality: Tanning beds 
use ultraviolet light, 
similar to the rays 
emitted by the 
sun. In fact, the 
effects of exposure 
are intensified in a tanning 
bed. Spending an hour in a 
tanning bed is easily equiva 
lent to spending several 
hours outside in the sun. 
Myth: Exposure to sunlight helps 
your skin look young and healthy. 
Reality: Too much sun actually ages 
you prematurely. Compare skin on 
your face and hands with skin on a 
part of your body that is not regu 
larly exposed to the sun and see the

difference. While this is not a recom 
mendation for you to hide from the 
world, it does offer a compelling rea 
son (if the thought of skin cancer is 
not enough) to protect your skin 
from the damaging effects of sun 
light.

A
BS

IWALTON WAY DRESSMAKING 
& ALTERATIONS

795 EVE STREET • 737-2100
GOOD NEWS: Same-day service! 10% OFF

FOR MEDICAL PERSONNEL

SPRING IN!
TO OUR UNCOMMON APARTMENTS!

Marks Church Stevens Creek 
Commons Commons

APARTMENTS
www.corcoranapts.com • www.rent.net

GREAT ROOMMATE FLOORPLANS • SPACIOUS 1 & 2 
BEDROOM SUITES • SHORT-TERM FURNISHED ARTS 
• SPECIALS FOR MCG STAFF AND STUDENTS •

s*± Corcoran Management Company
LSJ No pets please • Equal Housing Opportunity

COME BY FOR A TOUR TODAY!
BEST OF AUGUSTA WINNER

PJUCU! Rlawifc BitoiuLt!
DOONEY & BOURKE
HANDBAGS

T », 1914 Walton Way   738-1526 .- .
'Wffts T1168 - Fri: 10-5 Sat: 1Q-4 ^ftVft^N W\W

VOTED BEST CONSIGNMENT SHOP
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Doing more with less
by Ellen Gladden

A new window here, a remodeled 
laboratory there: there's always a 
challenge ahead for campus engi 
neers, architects, classroom design 
ers and facilities maintenance 
specialists.

When a building manager needs a 
renovated space to meet a depart 
ment's changing needs, the Facilities 
Management Division begins the 
process.

"We have a renovation cost esti 
mate request form online," said Jon 
Bangs, chief architect. "This gives us 
some general information about the 
goals for the renovation, if a funding 
source has been identified and how 
to move forward - whether the proj 
ect is something we can design and 
complete with in-house resources, or 
if we need to seek outside architects 
or engineers."

At any given time, 20 to 30 proj 
ects are under construction and 
another 30 to 40 are on the design 
table, said Mr. Bangs. (See project 
lists, updated monthly, at

www.mcg.edu/facilities/planning/ 
index.htm.)

With budget reductions in place 
for the last two fiscal years, campus 
architects and engineers are working 
harder to meet needs with fewer dol 
lars.

"Facilities Management has some 
discretionary funds for what the 
Board of Regents calls MRR - major 
repair and renovation," he said. 
"There is a formula based on the 
number of buildings you have, and 
funding is designed to provide 
replacement cost for those buildings 
each year. It usually is not enough to 
meet all the requests, so we prioritize 
based on the age of building, the 
urgency of need, etc."

Renovations nearing completion 
this month in the School of Dentistry 
are a prime example of doing more 
with less. Working with the Office of 
Classroom Services and dental 
school representatives, campus engi 
neers designed a plan to modernize 
three classrooms with minimal 
expenditures.

"The original classrooms date

back to circa 1970 when the School 
of Dentistry was built," said Tony 
Putnam, plant engineer. "There 
was an archaic lighting system in 
disrepair. The school asked us for 
our help nearly two years ago, 
but it was to the point where 
there was little we could do. So, 
we put in a request to get the 
lighting changed out and the dental 
school put in a request for new fur 
nishings and carpet, and we did that 
at the same time."

Two of the rooms, 3001 and 2001, 
had fluorescent lighting, good for 
bright lights during test-taking, but 
not so great for presentations on pro 
jectors. A dimmable incandescent 
lighting system to allow note taking 
during presentations, as well as a 
new motorized screen and a custom- 
built podium to house all wires and 
equipment for audiovisual delivery 
services were installed during the 
classroom renovations.

"When the room was gutted, we 
were able to strip all the old cable 
and put in new cabling to completely 
renovate the audiovisual capability

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2003

Before and after 
photos from a 
recent renovation 
in the School of 
Dentistry. The origi 
nal classroom dates 
to circa 1970 when 
the School of 
Dentistry was built. 
Renovations added 

seating, lighting, 
cabling and network 
accessibility. (Photos 
provided)

ATTENTION MEN
SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME 

WHILE HELPING OTHERS
SPERM DONORS NEEDED ASAP
Xytex Corporation is seeking sperm donors 

meeting these requirements:
age 18-38 • healthy • educated • attractive 

Augusta-area resident for at least the coming year
Contact us today for more information 

about how you can earn up to

$1200 A MONTH

733-0130
Y||4*|1V Be all you can be. Become a Xytex donor. 

Corporation

and provide network capability," 
said Fran Omar, director of class 
room services, who noted the proj 
ect also resulted in additional 
seating capacity. "We've gotten 
raves from faculty who use it."

"We can do whatever is needed 
to provide cutting-edge facilities, 
but what really drives it is fund 
ing," said Mr. Bangs, who noted 
that in light of recent budget reduc 
tions, requests for renovation proj 
ects are down 25 percent from one 
year ago. "Overall projects are 
becoming a little smaller. 
Departments are not choosing as 
big of an area for renovations. 
Where in the past we may have 
been asked to strip everything from 
floor tile to ceiling, now we're 
being asked to leave those and save 
costs on the cosmetics."

Because lab renovations are often 
for short-term needs, more compar 
isons are being made to shop for

short-term products.
"We're using products to keep 

costs down," said Mr. Bangs. 
"We're comparing B-grade and A- 
grade products a lot more than we 
used to. A researcher may be gone 
in five to 10 years, so we'll put in a 
15-year product instead of a 25- 
year product because when a 
researcher leaves, generally the lab 
has to be completely renovated."

While the School of Medicine 
requests the most renovations, Mr. 
Bangs urges all schools to look for 
ward and assess future needs.

"We really encourage people to 
plan early and contact us early. If 
there's a project a department is 
considering for next fiscal year, or 
even a few years down the road, I'd 
rather them come to us this year. A 
lot of times, if we have more time 
than the work requires, we can go 
out and look for alternate materials 
and reduce the cost."

For more information about facilities, visit www.mcg.edu/facilities/. 
For repairs or service requests, contact the Work Management Center at 
ext. 1-2434. For more information about the Office of Classroom Services, 
visitwww.mcg.edu/services/ocrs/index.htm.
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Campus beat
The following incidents were recorded by the MCG 
Public Safety Department. Periodic reports of crime- 
related news on campus are posted in conjunction 
with federal, state and local laws and are intended to 
maximize campus safely and awareness. To report 
crimes or suspicious activity, call MCG Public Safety at 1-2911 
or #2911 from a cellular phone.

Potential protesters on Laney-Walker Boulevard

Attempted Motor Vehicle Theft
A gold 1992 Oldsmobile 88 Royale 

was entered by breaking out the left 
rear vent window while parked in 
the parking lot on Spellman Lane 
between Residence IV and Residence 
V on May 16, between midnight and 
7:15 a.m. The steering column was 
damaged in an attempt to take the 
vehicle. Nothing was reported miss 
ing.

Vehicle Break-In
A black 1997 Kia RLG was entered 

by breaking out the front side pas 
senger window while parked on the 
fifth level of the Ambulatory Care 
Center parking deck April 23, 
between 7:45 a.m. and 3:52 p.m. A 
CD player was reported missing.

Protect yourself and your property!
  Keep your vehicle locked.
  Do not leave property - especially

face plates or after-market stereo 
equipment - in your vehicle visible 
to passers-by.
  Never leave your keys in a parked 

vehicle, even if you think they are 
hidden.
  Carry your vehicle keys in your 

hand and be ready to unlock the 
door as soon as you get to the vehi 
cle.
  Use the campus escort service, 

available 24 hours a day.
  Wear your MCG or MCG Health, 

Inc. photo identification on campus.
  If you see anyone who looks suspi 

cious, lost, confused or out of place, 
call MCG Police immediately.
  Lock the door when leaving an 

unattended office.
  Write down the name, model num 

bers and serial numbers of computer 
components and other equipment. 
Have this information available 
when reporting stolen equipment.

GOLF PACKAGES
3 day/2 night - $249.00 • 4 day/3 night - $349.00

4 day/3 night Elite package - $460.00 
Typical vacation packages include:
• Accomodations for two adults at deluxe resort/hotel
• Complimentary breakfast for two (1st morning)
• Complimentary round of golf for two (cart rental req. where applicable)
• Tickets to popular local attractions

Call Chris Samuels: (803) 279-2170 or tollfree: (877) 437-9382 
or e-mail: csamuels10@aol.com

Portion of proceeds from each package donated to the Georgia Golf Hall of Fame   www.gghf.org

DIRECTIONS: Recreate a timeless nugget of wisdom by using the 
letters in each vertical column to fill the boxes above them. Once any 
letter is used, cross it out in the lower half of the Buzzle. Letters may 
only be used once. Black squares indicate spaces between words, and 
words may extend onto a second line.

Solution on page 15.

Southeastern Carpenter's Local Union 283 has 
obtained a permit from the Richmond County Sheriff's 
Office to protest/demonstrate on the sidewalk on both 
sides of Laney-Walker Boulevard between 13th and 15th 
Streets beginning Wednesday, May 19.

The union has permission for 5 to 45 protesters/ 
demonstrators on the sidewalks from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. from 
May 19-June 19. Protesters may carry signs and chant 
slogans but cannot use megaphones or other amplifiers

because the location is in the center of the health sci 
ences campus, according to the permit. They also are pro 
hibited from going onto MCG property or disrupting 
normal activity, said Clayton Steadman, MCG vice presi 
dent for legal affairs.

"Although this activity will take place on our campus, 
it is our understanding that the protest is directed at a 
subcontractor for the Cancer Research Center," Mr. 
Steadman said.

C ONGRATULAflO^S
to Katina Corley, a research professional in the Vascular Biology Center! 
Ms. Corley's suggested name for the new MCG shuttle bus, MedEx, was 
selected by the Parking Advisory Committee. The bus will bear her 
moniker and she will receive a free reserved parking space for FY 05."MedEx"

ACROSS
I Experience again 
7 Stay at a state park

II Major area employer
14 Dwells
15 October gem
16 Egg layer
17 Occupant
18 French tres
19 S. American tuber
20 Poet's before
21 Thin candles
23 Medicine
24 Pertaining to law
26 Mocks
27 Cylindrical (botany)
28 Keyboard key
29 College neighbor
31 Like tobacco and cocaine
36 Fuss
37 Posed
39 Tree of the genus Quercus
40 Nothing
41 Resentful
44 Hollywood's Hillary
46 Emergency worker
47 Ginmill
49 Lowest major joint
52 Genesis
55 Medicine bottle
56 4th Hebrew letter
57 Bovine call
58 Field official
59 Olazabel's first name
60 Beeper garden contest 

entry?
62 Place for sickest pts.
63 Belonging to us
64 Overjoyed
65 Robert of the Gray side
66 Periods of history
67 Break

DOWN
1 Appraises
2 Thumbed film critic
3 Division into lines
4 __ Lupino
5 Daring
6 Plantation
7 Dish describer
8 Mimicking
9 Roman god of war

10 Layer
11 Land/sea border
12 Happen again
13 Tangles
22 Word with chip or sweet
23 Obligation
25 First down yardage
26 Gateway to the Tetons
28 Stroke letters
29 National standard
30 Dental org.
32 Drug amounts & intervals

2004 Daniel R. Pearson. All rights reserved.

33 Lifeless
34 Wine
35 North American deer 
38 Illustrative craft
42 Terrorist unit
43 Pointless 
45 Succeeded
48 Scattered rubbish
49 Ms. Lavigne
50 Daughter of one's brother 

or sister
51 River in Zambia
52 Oil port in S. Iraq
53 Musical tones
54 Incriminating facts
56 Sullen
59 Java
61 Non-PC PC

Solution on page IS
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Supply Administration Tidbits
Editor's Me-. To expand communications with customers, the Supply Administration 
Division offers information in this monthly column on its services to support MCG's mission. 
To suggest topics for this feature, contact Director of Supply Administration James 
Harris at ext. 1-2619.

Hew policy for surplus, disposal
The Supply Administration 

Division has created a new policy 
and procedure for declaring com 
puters and other electronic storage 
devices surplus and turning them 
in for disposal.

To ensure compliance with fed 
eral and state statutes, and with 
software license agreements, all 
data and software must be 
removed prior to turning in com 
puters and other electronic storage 
devices as surplus. Any software 
and data files left on a hard drive, 
main frame, server, and/or elec

tronic storage device could poten 
tially be retrieved. This oversight 
can lead to conflicts with software 
license agreements, unauthorized 
access to confidential personnel 
data or patient/research subject 
information and student informa 
tion. Instructions for the removal 
of all data and software can be 
found on the 1TD Help Web site, or 
by calling the Help Desk at ext. 1- 
4000.

Surplused computers must have a 
completed Surplus Computer Form 
(available on the Asset Management

Web site at www.mcg.edu/supply/ 
property/SurplusComputer.pdf) 
affixed to each unit. To schedule 
removal of equipment, complete a 
Moving Request Form (available at 
www.mcg.edu/supply/property/ 
movreq.pdf.) Equipment will be 
removed within 48 hours of receipt 
of the form. Asset Management 
personnel will segregate the com 
puters for potential reuse and recy 
cling.

Complete text of the new policy is 
available at www.mcg.edu/poli- 
cies/1108.html.

ENTERPRISE MILL
LOFT APARTMENTS

Walking distance to MCG
Loft and studio apartments with original 

maple floors, window blinds & ceiling fans,
cable connections, large double- 

insulated windows, fitness center, and more.

Listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places

can 262-4001
or visit 

enterprisemill.com

Artwork used with permission of CMC Development Office and artist Donna Whaley.

for your patronage of our advertisers.

PHOEBE PUTNEY... from page 1

Joel Wernick, president and CEO of Phoebe Putney Health System, spoke about the 
partnership with MCG during a May 12 press conference in Albany, Ga.

pus for the School of Medicine."
MCG's affiliation with Phoebe 

Putney Regional Hospital began over 
a decade ago. Since then, the suc 
cessful collaboration has provided 
quality dental, allied health and 
medical student education. Both 
organizations hope the establish 
ment of the clinical campus will 
stimulate further growth.

"This clinical campus will give 
students an expanded opportunity to 
see the advantages of practicing in a 
community hospital that offers terti 
ary care in a regional setting. As a 
bonus, they will also be making deci-

Priceless.

BECOME AN ANONYMOUS EGG DONOR. 
Ovations is seeking healthy, educated

women between the ages of 18 and 
31, living in or going to college in the 
Aiken-Augusta area. Accepted donors

will be compensated in the sum of

$5,000.00

For more information, please call
733-0130 or toll-free:

1-866-517-7513

sions about their careers while in the 
program, and we think many will 
want to return here to practice medi 
cine," said Joel Wernick, president 
and CEO of Phoebe Putney Health 
System. "Over the past decade, many 
of the young physicians who came 
through our program have done just 
that, even though they've had only 
several months' exposure to the 
rewards of working in our commu 
nity. Their decisions to stay enhance 
the quality of care for the citizens of 
our region."

"My dream for this is that over 
time the Albany campus could grow 
to be a site where a student could 
spend his whole third year of med 
ical school," said Dr. Fincher. "This 
could also be a wonderful opportu 
nity, particularly for the cancer ini 
tiative, to be able to collaborate for 
community-based research."

To coordinate and provide for 
future expansion, the program will 
include an assistant dean for the 
Albany campus who will have MCG 
faculty status. Additionally, MCG and 
Phoebe Putney will seek state funding 
to renovate an auditorium in Albany 
to be used for continuing medical 
education, a community-based mini- 
medical school and high school/col 
lege health care pipeline activities.

"The clinical campus will provide 
an excellent opportunity to enhance 
the strength and size of the pipeline 
of students," said Dr. Fincher. "We 
will be working with the South 
Western Georgia AHEC (Area Health 
Education Center) to encourage 
these rural high school and college 
students with an interest in the 
health professions to gain experience 
by shadowing physicians."
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MCG Marketplace
VACATION RENTALS.

HILTON HEADCondo near beach, 2 bdrm, 
2 1/: bath, poolside. Sleeps six. Shopping, restau 
rants nearby. $110 nightly. (912) 282-1036

VEHICLES.

HONDA Red 1991 Civic Si 3600, 737-6272 

SERVICES________________

"PATCHES" Home Repair (706) 738-0911 
or (706) 231-0371

CHILD CARE Live-in child care. Local au pair 
program now accepting applications for sum 
mer arrivals. Average: $253 per week per fam 
ily, not per child. Call April Stanley: (706) 790- 
7327 or (800) 618-2002 www.EurAupair.com

IN-HOME Family Day Care. 24 Hrs. Georgia 
State registered. CPR/First aid certified. 
Martinez area, near Belair @ l-20.Mrs. Nickol 
(706) 306-8230

HOUSE CLEANING Need a professional, 
dependable hard-working person to clean your 
house? Call Winnie: (706) 627-7076

NEED CASH? Build extra income with a part- 
time e-commerce business. Call (803) 279- 
2170 or csamuelslO@aol.com

BABYSITTER Experienced, CPR certified. 
Great with kids, avail after school, nights, 
weekends, days for summer. Great rates. (706) 
868-1641 or (706) 830-3276

BABYSITTER Experienced, ASU college stu 
dent. Flexible schedule during the week. 
Available nights and weekends. (706) 373-4681

LEARN TO FLY in brand-new airplanes at low 
est rates, www.philsflying.com (706) 595-6663

HOMES, APARTMENTS,
ROOMMATES, ETC.           

FOR LEASE One bdrm apt 5 min from MCG. 
New duplex. Rear apt. avail. Private drive & park 
ing. Central heat/air, all-electric, ceramic tile 
crown molding.e tc. Nice! $425/mo, water incl. 
(706) 755-4617

TOWNHOUSE for sale. 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
garage. 2808 Springwood Dr, National Hills 
West subd. Call 855-1483 or cell: 833-8485

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA beeper

SOUTHERN LIVING DREAM HOMEon 
10th green in prestigious Jones Creek; 6,000+ 
sq ft; 6 BD; 5'/: baths; immaculate; fantastic 
family home, call for appt. 863-5946. 
Sandy Boatright 706-863-8953 
Blanchard & Calhoun Real Estate Co.

OLDE TOWN Very large 2 bdrm, 2 bath apt 
at 3rd & Ellis. DW, laundry room with W/D, 
porch, off-street parking. Non-smoking. (706) 
863-4270 or 951-6822

ON THE HILL 1 bdrm apt, cable, central H/A 
W/D, $435/mo plus utils. No pets. 736-7168

HOME FOR RENT Furnished 2 bdrm 
Summerville cottage, approx I 1/: mi from MCG. 
Short-term lease avail. 733-2256,10 a.m. - 
5:30 pm. After 7 pm call 733-6979

RENT 2 bdrm, 1 bath, hardwood floors, 
fenced yard, 2026 Ohio Ave. Avail July 1. 364- 
7165

HOME FOR RENT Furnished 3 bdrm with 
W/D hookups in Summerville, 5 min from MCG 
& ASU. Short-term lease avail. Immediate occu 
pancy. $500 dep/$500 mo. All utils included. 
(706) 738-7510

HOUSE FOR RENT 3 BR, 3 baths, extra 
room, LR, DR, fireplace, wood floors, laun 
dry, refrigerator, W&D, central H/A, fenced 
backyard, 2-car garage, 5 miles from MCG. 
$750/mo. + deposit. Call 481-0930 or 
951-2114.

LOFT 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 2 LR, 2 stories, too 
great! Broad Street. High ceilings, FPs, iron 
balcony. $700/mo Call (803) 279-1965

N AUG 3 bdrm, 2 bath home for sale, 1850 
sqft, detached garage, 2 workshop/storage 
bldgs, many updates. $124,900 (803) 278- 
1484

FOR RENT WaltonWayExt, quiet, prestigious 
neighborhood conv. to MCG. 2 bdrm, 2-story, 
only $545/mo. Call (706) 855-5986 or page

(706) 560-4194
FOR RENT Brick stucco bungalow, 2 bd/l 
bath, fenced yd, security syst, HW floors, W/D 
hook-up,DW, great for med student: 5 min from 
MCG and ASU. Completely renovated. 
Immediate occupancy. $500 deposit/$500 mo. 
Call Frank: 495-9580

RENT 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 3rd bdrm or study. 
Hardwood floors, fenced yard. Avail June 1. 
737-6272

HARLEM Large private 2 bdrm, 2 bath mobile 
home, nice 2'A acres. Excl. cond. $450/mo Call 
556-1472

FOR RENT One bdrm furnished duplex, full 
kitchen, WD. $395/mo plus $100/mo utils. 
210-9511

WANTED.

HELP! New mother needs help around 
house approx 8 hrs/week. References 
required. 825-3909

MARKETPLACE ADVERTISERS 
Use the convenient form below to place your 
ad today. Deadlines for classified advertising 
in our next issue are always found at the bot 
tom of the classified form - in this case, sub 
mit by June 4 for the June 10 issue.

THE PUZZLE SOLVED

SEE PAGE 13

QUOTATION BUZZLE SOLUTION:

PAGE 13: "Be true to your teeth 
or your teeth will be false to 
you." — Dental proverb

OVERLOOK THE SAVANNAH RIVER
Open, yet traditional Southern Living Plan. 
High ceilings and heart pine floors. 4 bed 
rooms and 4 baths (2 full and 2 half). 
Beautiful views of woods and the Savannah 
River from almost every room. This home 
features decks on two levels and a double 
garage, plus river access.

Recently appraised at $570,000
FOR SALE $525,000

For information and a private
showing, call Billy Benton:

(803) 215-6166

From this choice 4 bedroom, 4 bath all brick 
custom home on 2 acres in The Rapids

HouncUlake Realty
(803) 649-5335   Toll free 1-888-3HOUNDS

Congratulations!
Tia Jackson found her name hidden in the 

Walden Hills Apartments ad on page 12 of our last issue.
TIA WON A COOL $50.00!!!

WILL YOUR NAME BE HIDDEN IN THIS ISSUE?
CHECK OUR ADS TO FIND OUT! AND REMEMBER: 

CALL BEFORE THE FRIDAY NOON DEADLINE!

...wherein we hide (with fiendish cleverness) the names of randomly 
chosen students and employees   one per issue   then slather them 
with cash if they manage to find their name. If your name is hidden in 
one of the advertisements in this issue, you'll score fifty dollars. Sure, 
it pays to read the Beeper.
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden with 
in one of the ads in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, call the Beeper busi 
ness office (706-860-5455) or notify us via e-mail (graphicadv@knology.net) before noon on 
Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 
FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not call. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or 
employed by MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is 
responsible for printing errors which may make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other 
newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more than one person has the same hidden name, 
the first person to claim the prize is the sole winner. 7. Prizes awarded to winners may vary 
from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

MCG Marketplace J-----

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Name______________ 
Address              

MCG extension (if applicable):. 

Home phone: _________

_ad may not contain 
an MCG extension

Category of ad (leave blank if unsure):.

AD (write one word per line, including home phone number):

.25 .50 .75

1.00 1.25 1.50

1.75 2.00 2.25

2.50 2.75 3.00

3.25 3.50 3.75

4.00 4.25 4.50

4.75 5.00 5.25.

5.50 5.75 6.00

6.25 6.50 6.75

7.00 7.25 7.50

7.75 8.00 8.25

8.50 8.75 9.00

Copy this form or continue on additional sheet if more space needed.

Send this form with payment to: 
Graphic Advertising, PO Box 397, Augusta, GA 30903-0397

Total ad cost by number of words above: $__________ 
Multiply by number of times ad to run: x_________

Total submitted: $

MCG Marketplace ads are 25j per word per issue, pre-paid and non- 
refundable (payment: check or money order payable to Graphic 

Advertising). Ads for next issue (June 10) must be received in writing not 
later than June 4. (Our publishing schedule: every other Thursday)
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A Reminder of Home

Augusta Mayor Bob Young recently sent an American flag to Dr. Jason 
Mailhot, associate professor of periodontics and an Army reservist now sta 
tioned in Balad, Iraq, just north of Baghdad. "I am proudly flying it at our 
380th Medical Company Dental Clinic and outside the sleep tent," Dr. 
Mailhot reported to the Beeper in an e-mail. "It is my daily reminder of 
home." (Photo provided)

The Beeper welcomes news from other military members of the MCG 
community stationed abroad. Send news/photos to Beeper Editor Ellen 
Gladden at egladden@mcg.edu.
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every angle," said Dr. Daniel W. 
Rahn, MCG president.

"We have committed to building a 
cardiovascular center of excellence 
that encompasses blood vessel dis 
ease throughout the body. It is ter 
rific to have Dr. Harrison at our side 
in this important fight. His commit 
ment to his alma mater is inspiring 
and his most recent gift is exceed 
ingly timely," Dr. Rahn said of the 
1996 recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award from the Alumni 
Association of the School of 
Medicine. That same year Dr. 
Harrison, a past president of the 
Alumni Association and MCG 
Foundation, Inc., also was honored 
with the MCG president's Vessel of 
Life Award for his contributions to 
MCG. Dr. Harrison's latest gift is the 
single largest commitment by an 
MCG alumnus, Mr. Todd said.

"Dr. Harrison's career is a wonder 
ful story of forward thinking and 
motion that resulted in advances in 
his chosen specialty," said Dr. David 
M. Stem, dean of the MCG School of 
Medicine. "We intend to use his gen 
erous gift to follow in those fine foot 
steps."

The $2 million includes funds to 
establish an endowed chair and for 
programmatic development in the 
Division of Vascular Surgery, Dr. 
Stern said.

In the past year, MCG has 
recruited several key physician-scien 
tists in cardiovascular disease. Dr. 
Harrison's gift will enable more 
recruits in vascular surgery, includ 
ing a new chief and a research part 
ner, to strengthen MCG's clinical, 
scientific and educational endeavors 
in vascular surgery in particular and 
cardiovascular disease in general, Dr. 
Stern said. MCG Health, Inc., which 
manages the MCG Health System, 
also has pledged to support this 
strategic area.

"If the dean can accomplish what

he said he is going to do in cardiovas 
cular disease, he will have one hel 
luva program," said Dr. Harrison. "I 
am proud to help," said the 1948 
graduate of the MCG School of 
Medicine who knew he was going to 
be a doctor the day his parents, James 
W. and Geneva Harrison, told him 
that he would be one. "My daddy was 
a farmer, a mule trader and a cow 
dealer," Dr. Harrison said. "In the '30s 
during the Depression, my daddy told 
me I was a smart boy and some way 
or the other he was going to make 
enough money to send me to school 
and my momma was going to make a 
doctor out of me. There was never 
any question from the time I was 6 
years old." Dr. Harrison whizzed 
through high school by age 15, spend 
ing a year at Georgia Military College 
Prep High School in Milledgeville, 
then six quarters at the University of 
Georgia before arriving at medical 
school at age 18.

"It's an institution that gave me an 
opportunity to go to medical school 
from Kite, Ga., without any fanfare, 
and it takes everybody," he said of 
his alma mater. "You don't have to 
be a doctor's son or a lawyer's son. If 
you do your work, you can get into 
the Medical College of Georgia. 
Number one, I am paving back for 
that opportunity. Number two, I 
would say giving money to the 
school increases the potential for 
education for kids like me coming to 
the school."

Dr. Harrison chose his specialty in 
1953 when, as a resident at Grady 
Memorial Hospital, now Grady 
Health System, in Atlanta, he had a 
patient with an aorta blockage. He 
had just attended a meeting where 
he had learned about a new tech 
nique for freeze-drying arteries for 
later use, so he and a Ph.D. student 
assigned to him decided to give the 
new approach a try. "We got us an 
artery, he freeze-dried it, we sched-
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uled the patient and operated on him 
and fixed it. From that point on, I 
was a vascular surgeon."

It was a natural interest for a 
young man who'd grown up seeing 
water systems save crops. "It's 
plumbing," he said of the body's 
extensive vascular network. "That's 
the way it works. If you have a bad 
part you either take it out and 
replace it or clean it out and put it 
back together," he said. "It was like 
we did chitterlings in the country. I 
had to get my instructions from 
momma about how we ought to do 
it," he said of his mother, Geneva, 
who at age 100, just gave up doing 
his books at the farm full time a year 
ago; now she keeps them part-time. 
Dr. Harrison spent two years in the 
U.S. Army at Fitzsimmons Army 
Medical Center doing research to 
find better blood vessel and plastic 
grafts. He was among the first gener 
ation of surgeons willing to operate 
on arteries, wanting to do more than 
just tie off diseased ones. "That was 
the choice then: lose a leg or lose a 
life," he said.

He joined the faculty of Emory 
University School of Medicine and 
later headed the Department of 
Surgery at St. Joseph's Hospital of 
Atlanta, performing some 7,000 
blocked neck artery surgeries.

His father would steer him back to 
his farming roots before he died of 
cardiovascular disease in 1965; about 
five years ago, he walked away from 
the vascular surgery he loved to 
focus on wife Sue and farming full 
time. "I didn't want anybody telling 
me it was time to quit. I did a carotid 
one day, just like the textbooks say 
do it. Everything was lovely. Then I 
told (my operating team) that was it. 
They had just seen the last." These 
days find him riding his four-wheeler 
across the Bartow acreage he loves 
and likely scaring a few of his cattle 
in the process.
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