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by Christine Hurley Deriso
 
Editor’s note: Visit www.mcg.

edu/admin/sou for the full text of 
the President Daniel W. Rahn’s 2008 
State of the University Address.

In the face of both unprecedented 
challenges and extraordinary 
opportunities, the Medical College 
of Georgia community must be 
more than smart—it must be brave.

“Despite risk, despite uncertainty, 
despite powerful and unpredictable 
forces, we must be smart enough 
to survive and brave enough to 
thrive,” according to President 
Daniel W. Rahn, who issued the 
challenge during his 2008 State of 
the University Address Sept. 4.

The challenges include a state-
mandated $9.5 million budget cut 
that the president plans to manage 
through belt-tightening, attrition 

and careful consideration of new 
hires. He stressed that MCG has 
not instituted a hiring freeze nor 
rescinded previously approved 
raises.

“We are taking steps to minimize 
the impact of this budget reduction 
on our core mission and on you,” 
he told the MCG community. 
“Please know that we are working 
hard to plan our reductions in a 
way that doesn’t put the brakes on 
our forward momentum.”

That momentum, he noted, is 
considerable. Over the past few 
years, MCG’s student applicant pool 
has grown more than 40 percent, 
enrollment is up 18 percent, the 
faculty has grown 16 percent, 
inpatient admissions have risen 26 
percent and sponsored research has 
increased 28 percent.

2008 State of the 
University Address
President counsels bravery in 
forging new ground

MCG President Daniel W. Rahn

by Sharron Walls
 
The annual State Charitable 

Contributions Program, “A Better 
Tomorrow Begins Today – Give 
from the Heart,” will run Sept. 
30-Nov. 15, two weeks longer than 
in previous years. 

Also new will be a Sept. 30 
campuswide kickoff program in 
the Natalie and Lansing B. Lee 
Jr. Auditorium from 11:30-12:30. 
MCG President Daniel W. Rahn 
and Associate Vice President for 
Human Resources Susan Norton 
will greet guests. Entertainment 

will be provided by the Family Y 
Children’s Choir and guest speakers 
from the United Way and Family Y 
will explain the importance of the 
campaign to local charities. Light 
refreshments will be provided.

A Better Tomorrow 
Campaign kicks off Sept. 30

See Address, page 3

See Campaign, page 3
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DEADLINES
for  Oct. 1 issue - Sept. 24 at noon
for  Oct. 15 issue - Oct. 8 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.

Student finance 
program

An Edward Jones financial advisor 
will present “Building a Strong Financial 
Foundation” for students tonight, Sept. 17 
from 6-7 p.m. in room 2021 of the Student 
Center. A free dinner will be provided to 
the first 75 students. 

For more information: Residence Life, 
ext. 1-3471

Wellness specials
During September, the Wellness Center 

is offering introductory personal training 
packages for $49. Other personal training 
packages are 10 percent off.

For more information: www.mcg.edu/
wellness or ext.1-6800

TGIF party
The Student Government Association 

will sponsor a TGIF evening Friday, Sept. 
19 from 7-10 p.m. at Tropicabana, 1251 
Broad St., for students 21 and older.

Contact: Kimberly Rathbun, 
krathbunmd@mcg.edu

Safe Sitter
Safe Sitter teaches 11- to 13-year-olds 

how to handle emergencies while caring 
for younger children. A class will be held 
Saturday, Sept. 20 from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
Wesley United Methodist Church, 825 N. 
Belair Road in Evans. The cost is $25 per 
student and includes lunch. Registration is 
required.

For more information: ext. 1-KIDS 
(5437) 

Family Day 
Family Day for first-year students, 

their families and friends will take place 
Saturday, Sept. 20 at the Student Center 
beginning at 9 a.m. for the Schools of 
Allied Health Sciences, Dentistry, Graduate 
Studies and Nursing and at 10:30 a.m. for 
the School of Medicine.

Contact: Campus Life Services, 
ext.1-3356 or campuslifeservices@mcg.edu

Wellness Center hours 
Due to Family Day activities Saturday, 

Sept. 20, the Wellness Center will be open 
from noon-5 p.m. Normal operating hours 
will resume Sept. 21.  

Contact: www.mcg.edu/wellness or ext. 
1-6800

SOM research posters
Student participants in the School 

of Medicine Dean’s Summer Research 
Fellowship will present posters in the 
lobby of the Research and Education 
Building Monday, Sept. 22 from noon-
1 p.m. Dean Miller will speak at         
12:15 p.m.  

For more information: Mary Anne Park, 
ext. 1-0193

Supplier Showcase
The third annual Supplier Showcase 

highlighting medical, research and 
administrative products and services will 
take place Wednesday, Sept. 24 from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Wellness Center. 
Refreshments and door prizes will be 
available.

For more information: Kimberly Hayes, 
ext. 1-9105 or khayes@mcg.edu

Communication panel
The Education Interest Group will 

hold a panel discussion on teaching 
communication skills at MCG Thursday, 
Sept. 25 from noon-1 p.m. in room 1106 
of Pavilion III. The panel will include Dr. 
Carol Campbell, School of Allied Health 
Sciences; Dr. Bob Kaltenbach, School of 
Dentistry; Dr. Peggy Wagner, School of 
Medicine; and Dr. Janie Heath, School of 
Nursing. No preparation is needed. Bring 
your lunch and share ideas with like-
minded educators. The Education Interest 
Group is open to all MCG faculty. 

Contact: Jeanne Aycox, ext. 3529 or 
jaycox@mcg.edu

SON Address 
School of Nursing Dean Lucy Marion 

will present her first State of the School 
address Thursday, Sept. 25 at 3:30 in the 
Health Sciences Building in room 1210. 
The address is open to the campus. 

Lunch and Learn
Dr. Stephanie Goei will discuss eye 

infections during a Friday, Sept. 26 Lunch 
and Learn from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in 
the Dogwood Room of Terrace Dining.  
For more information: ext. 1-1165

SCCP 2008
The State Charitable Contributions 

Program will kick off Tuesday, Sept. 
30 from 11:30 a.m.-noon in the Lee 
Auditorium with entertainment and 
guest speakers from The Family Y and 
United Way. Upcoming events include the 
Employee Awareness Fair and the SCCP 
Silent Auction, both on Thursday, Oct. 16, 
and the SCCP Heart Contest, Sept. 30-Nov. 
1. The program enables employees to 
support local charities through a payroll 
deduction or other convenient methods.

For more information: Joel Smith, ext. 
1-0343 or jsmith6@mcg.edu

ALS Walk
The annual Walk to D’Feet ALS takes 

place Saturday, Oct. 4 at 10 a.m. at the 
Augusta Riverwalk. Dr. Michael Rivner 
and the MCG Shockers invite sponsors and 
new team members to participate.

Contact: Team captain Michelle 
Coleman, ext. 1-2681

Recognition Ceremony
The 41st Annual Employee and Faculty 

Service Recognition Ceremony honoring 
staff with 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 and 40 
years of service will take place Thursday, 
Oct. 9 at 2 p.m. in the Lee Auditorium. 
A reception will follow at the Wellness 
Center. R.S.V.P. to humanresources_
training@mcg.edu by Friday Sept. 26.

National honor
Dr. Mostafa El-Sayed, a Georgia Tech 

chemistry professor, has received the 
National Medal of Science, the nation’s 
highest scientific honor. Dr. El-Sayed is the 
only University System of Georgia faculty 
member ever selected for the medal and 
the second person in Georgia’s history to 
be so recognized.

For more information: www.gatech.
edu/ 

Volunteers needed
MCGHealth needs volunteers to assist 

families and friends of patients and other 
visitors. Volunteers are trained in assisting 
others and work collaboratively with staff. 

For more information: Volunteer 
Services, ext. 1-7608 or 1-3596; 
MCGHealth-Volunteers@mcg.edu   

Gift Shop discount
 The Little Store and Ferns and Fossils 

Gift Shops offer a 15 percent discount to 
students, residents, faculty and employees 
of MCG, PPG and MCGHealth on 
purchases of $5 or more on full-priced 
items. 

Nicotine Anonymous
A Nicotine Anonymous support group 

meets Tuesdays from 5-6 p.m. in the 
Tobacco Treatment Clinic, Suite 1500, in 
the Health Sciences Building, for former 
tobacco users who want to stay tobacco-
free and current users who want to quit.

For more information: ext. 1-1195 or 
www.nicotine-anonynous.org

Beeper deadlines
For the Oct. 1 edition, deadline 

is Sept. 24 at noon. For the Oct. 15 
edition, deadline is Oct. 8 at noon. Send 
announcements or story ideas to beeper@
mcg.edu or contact Beeper Editor Sharron 
Walls at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) 
or swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing 
NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu and the 
Campus Events Calendar at www.calendar.
mcg.edu
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MCG’s upgrade to PeopleSoft 
version 8.9 has been delayed from 
Oct. 1 to Nov. 1. The date change 
allows for two additional weeks of 
training, which begin Sept. 15.

PeopleSoft is the software used 
to manage the university’s financial 
functions.

The delay is partially due 
to updates MCG receives from 
the Board of Regents’ Office of 
Information and Instructional 
Technology. MCG is not part of 
the systemwide implementation 
of PeopleSoft financials, but the 
university relies heavily on the 
software version developed for 
systemwide use.

“Moving the date will give us 
access to the consultants that have 
assisted in the systemwide initiative 

and allow us to benefit from the 
Board of Regents’ experience in 
that process,” said Bill Bowes, vice 
president for finance and chief 
finance officer.

The existing version of PeopleSoft 
will be available to all current users 
until 5 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 30. 
MCG’s Finance Division will run 
its financial closing procedures the 
following day. The upgraded system 
will be available to users beginning 
Nov. 10 for requisitioning, reporting 
and queries. Data from the current 
version will be available for 
reporting and queries indefinitely.

For an updated PeopleSoft 
Financials training schedule, 
visit www.mcg.edu/peoplesoft/
peoplesoft_v89.htm.

PeopleSoft Financials upgrade 
moved to November

Requisitions dates
End-user access to PeopleSoft 

Requisitions will terminate Monday, 
Oct. 27 at 6 p.m. On Tuesday,     
Oct. 28, the Purchasing Department 
will begin taking hard-copy 
requisitions to source products and 
services during the nine business 
days PeopleSoft is down.

Departments must ensure funds 
are available and, as the transition 
approaches, plan purchasing needs 
accordingly.

End-user access to PeopleSoft 
Financials 8.9 will begin Monday, 
Nov. 10.

For more information, contact the 
Purchasing Department at 1-2619.

Pledge forms and brochures 
will be distributed this month to 
MCG faculty, staff and retirees. 
Donations help support over 
1,200 good-will organizations 
that provide a diverse array 
of health, welfare, education 
and environmental programs. 
They support the sick, disabled, 
troubled and homeless, as well as 
environmental conservation and 
preservation programs.

Donations to the annual 
campaign may be made by cash, 
check, money order or payroll 
deduction. New pledge forms 
must be filled out every year. 
Employees may direct their 
donation to specific charities. 

In 2007, MCG employees 
contributed over $60,000. 
Statewide, $2.8 million was 
raised. MCG’s goal this year is to 
double last year’s participation.

“Imagine in this time of budget 
cuts how that’s affecting our 
local charities.” said Joel Smith, 

SCCP program coordinator. “For 
example, the Salvation Army 
budgets were depleted when the 
tornadoes came through our area 
last year. They really stepped up 
and gave, and now they need our 
help. Any amount helps make a 
difference.” 

Many participating local 
charities will have representatives 
at the third annual Employee 
Awareness Fair Oct. 16 from       
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Wellness 
Center. Several dozen items will 
also be available for bid during a 
silent auction. 

The Georgia General Assembly 
established the State Charitable 
Contributions Program in 1982 
to provide state employees a 
convenient means to contribute 
to participating charitable 
organizations through payroll 
deduction once a year.

For more information, contact 
Mr. Smith at ext. 1-0343.

Campaign...from page 1

“All indicators of our most 
important areas are moving in the 
right direction,” President Rahn 
said.

The next few years promise 
even more growth, he said, noting 
a 20 percent expansion of MCG’s 
footprint with the recent acquisition 
of Augusta’s Gilbert Manor property 
to house new facilities for the 
Schools of Dentistry and Medicine.

And the growth will far exceed 
the city limits, thanks to a plan to 
increase the number of medical 
students 60 percent by 2020 in 
Augusta, on clinical campuses in 
Albany and Savannah and in a 
partnership campus in Athens. The 
dental school plans to incrementally 
increase its class size from 62 to 
100.

MCG’s goals throughout this 
period of rapid and extensive 
growth will include expanding 
the capacity and reach of its 
educational assets; educating a 
workforce committed to improving 
health in an increasingly diverse 
society; adapting curricula to reflect 
new technology and evolving 
learning styles; conducting research 
in areas that most significantly 
impact Georgians; and improving 
the quality and availability of 
clinical services.

President Rahn expressed 
full confidence that the MCG 
community is up to the challenge. 
“It is your knowledge, your bravery 
and your unflagging commitment 
to serve the best interests of society 
that will get us there.”

address...from page 1

President Rahn (right) greets guests before the address.
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by Denise Parrish

When a reaction to medication 
turned into liver and kidney failure 
for 16-year-old Chantal Gunn last 
year, she was hospitalized for 20 
days at the MCGHealth Children’s 
Medical Center. She often read 
books or watched TV to pass the 
long hours in her room.

“I would watch a lot of the 
cooking channel,” said the T.W. 
Josey High School senior, “and 
I love to read. But at times I 
would be so bored that I thought 
I was gonna go out of my mind.” 
She envied the young children 
who retreated to the hospital’s 
playrooms to color or play with toys 
and wished for a place where she 
could get away.

Thanks to a $10,000 grant 
from the Alicia Rose “Victorious” 
Foundation, hospitalized teens now 
have that place. A new room is 
open to teens age 13-18 on the fifth 
floor of the CMC, offering a private 
escape to find entertainment or 
simply hang out and talk with other 
teens.

The foundation was established 
by Gisele and Mario DiNatale in 
memory of their daughter Alicia 
Rose DiNatale, who spent numerous 
days in a hospital battling a rare 
form of cancer. She died in 2002 at 
age 17. The foundation is dedicated 
to enhancing quality of life for 
hospitalized adolescents by funding 
teen rooms in children’s hospitals 
across the nation.

CMC child life specialists asked 
Chantal and other teen patients 
what they’d like in a teen room and 
implemented many of those ideas. 
The room is decorated in collegiate 
style with football jerseys, posters, 
baseball caps and other sports 
memorabilia. There are bean bag 
chairs, a couch, rockers, a flat-
screen TV, a DVD player, a stereo 
and multiple shelves lined with 
board games, movies, books and 
arts and crafts supplies – all geared 
for teens. There is a PlayStation 3 
and a computer with Internet access 
for keeping up with homework and 
friends.

“Our patients provided input 
about their needs and suggested 

ways we could improve things 
for them, and we listened,” said 
Kimberly Allen, CMC manager for 
Child and Adolescent Life Services. 
“The new teen room provides a 
place where teens can be teens. We 
want them to have just as many 
opportunities for entertainment as 
the younger children do and to feel 
like their needs are being met here.”

$10,000 grant makes room 
for CMC teen patients 
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on 15th Street 
across from the MCG Annex

$499

(706)724-3302

All You Can Eat!

We
Deliver!

11:00 - 1:30 • Mon - Fri
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(or 2 for $9.98, drinks not included, 
must present coupon, 1 coupon per visit)

Lunch Buffet!

New Menu Items At
Wings Toasted 

Sandwiches• Bone-Out
• Bone-In

• Traditional
• Pasta

• Taters & Curly Fries
WING STREET
WINGS
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Flu shots will be available to employees of MCG, MCGHI 
and the Physicians Practice Group beginning Oct. 1. The 
shots will be offered in the Employee Health Clinic, weekdays 
from 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. You must show your badge to get 
vaccinated. The shots are free for MCGHI staff and $18 for 
MCG and PPG employees. FluMist®, the intranasal spray, will 
be available for $20.

Employee health will come to your department or unit 
by appointment. To schedule a mobile clinic visit, contact 
Michele Wallace at miwallace@mcg.edu.

Employee flu 
shots available
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by Christine Hurley Deriso

MCG students and faculty 
are invited to learn about 
complementary and alternative 
cancer treatments during a free 
seminar series in October and 
November.

The series, “Evidence-
Based Complementary and 
Alternative Medicine for Cancer 
Survivors,” will include lectures, 
demonstrations and interactive 
Web-based instruction, according 
to Dr. Gerald Bennett, project 
director and chair of the School 
of Nursing Department of Health 
Environments and Systems. The 
series is sponsored by the Georgia 
Department of Human Resources 
and MCG Cancer Center.

Topics will include combining 
conventional treatment with 
nutritional support, mind-body 
interventions, spiritual care, 
therapeutic body work/physical 
conditioning and pain management. 
Participants may choose any or 
all seminar activities. No course 
credit will be given, but students 
are eligible for drawings for three 
iPod touches. The greater their 
participation, the greater their 
chances of winning.

The online component will 
include six modules covering 
evidence-based information for 
health professionals, much of it 
prepared by the National Institutes 

of Health. The modules also will 
feature a discussion board and 
helpful links, along with pretests 
and post-tests.

The lectures, held in room 
1102 of the Cancer Center unless 
otherwise noted, will be held from 
4-5 p.m. on the following dates:

• Oct. 7, Dr. Ted Gansler of 
the American Cancer Society: 
“Epidemiology of CAM Use by 
Cancer Survivors and Evidence-
Based Guidelines for Clinicians 
for CAM Treatment Guidelines for 
Clinicians”

• Oct. 14, Dr. Vernon Barnes of 
the Georgia Prevention Institute: 
“Evidence-Based Meditation 
Approaches for Cancer Survivors”

• Oct. 21, Dr. Rosalind Jones 
of the MCG School of Nursing: 
“Trends in CAM Use Among 
African-American Cancer 
Survivors.” Health Sciences 
Building room 1210

• Oct. 23, Cynthia F. Catts of 
Aiken-Augusta Holistic Health: 
“Nutrition Therapy for Cancer 
Survivors”

• Oct. 28, Dr. Stephen Hsu of the 
MCG School of Dentistry: “Anti-
Cancer Mechanisms and Effects of 
Green Tea”

• Nov. 11, Dr. Robert Pendergrast 
of the MCG School of Medicine 
and Aiken-Augusta Holistic Health: 
“Evidence-Based CAM for Cancer 
Survivors: Future Directions for 
Health Sciences Curriculum and 
Health Care Services”

• Nov. 13, Dr. Matthew P. 
Mumber of the Harbin Clinic 
Radiation Oncology Center in 
Rome, Ga.: “Self-Care for Physicians 
and Other Health Care Providers in 
Oncology”

The demonstrations, also held 
in room 1102 of the Cancer Center, 
will be held from 4-5 p.m. on the 
following dates:

• Oct. 9, Dr. Vernon Barnes of 
the Georgia Prevention Institute: 
“Breathing Awareness Meditation”

• Oct. 16, Nancy Leishman of 
Rainforest Retreat in Augusta: 
“Massage Therapy for Cancer 
Survivors”

• Oct. 30, Dr. Robert Pendergrast 
of the MCG School of Medicine 
and Aiken-Augusta Holistic Health: 
“Hypnosis and Cancer Pain 
Management”

• Nov. 6, Rosemarie Brummett 
of The Balanced Body in Augusta: 
“Aromatherapy”

• Nov. 18, Laurie de Graaf 
of Aiken-Augusta Holistic 
Health: “Chinese Medicine and 
Acupuncture”

Registration is requested by 
Oct. 1, though registration will 
be accepted through Nov. 30 for 
whichever components of the series 
are still available. To register or 
for more information, contact Dr. 
Bennett at gbennett@mcg.edu.

Free series covers complementary, 
alternative cancer treatments
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Looks Just Like Paint, 
Lasts Like Vinyl

WWW.STOPPAINTINGNOW.COM

Never
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Again!

Free Estimates This Week!
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R
12
32
08
•
B
P
09
03
08

G. Sherris Liquid Vinyl Authorized Dealers: Aiken, Columbia, Charleston and Hilton Head, SC, 
Augusta, Savannah, Atlanta and Athens, GA, Panama City and Spring Hill, FL, Charlotte, NC
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Ninety-five new and returning faculty members were honored 
at the annual New Faculty Reception Sept. 2 at the Savannah 
Rapids Pavilion. Guests enjoyed remarks by Bill Andrews, 
vice chair of the Academic Council; June Newton, president of 
the Faculty Spouse Club; and Dr. Daniel W. Rahn, MCG presi-
dent. Music was provided by first-year medical student Robert 
Schleifer.

Getting to know you
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Debby Kalliokoski 

Salsa Stew

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R124340•BP091708

1 pound ground beef, browned and drained
1 can corn, drained

1 can black beans, drained
1 jar salsa

1 can diced tomatoes
1 can chicken broth

Combine all ingredients in large pot, 
season with cilantro to taste, heat, serve

Directions

Ingredients

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492
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I Specialize Too.... in making your dreams 
of buying a home come true!!

(offi ce)
706-855-SOLD

(direct)
706-513-1022
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Vice President/Associate Broker • GRI - Graduate Realtor Institute
ABR - Accedited Buyer Representative • SRS - Seller Representative Specialist

Look for these designations when choosing a REALTOR!

Rob Fagan
20 Years of Local 

Experience

Handyman servicE

706.829.2452
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“We treat you home like it’s our own!”

Call for estimates

www.hometimehandyman.com

• Carpentry & Minor Plumbing Repairs

• Ceiling Fan, Light & Other Installations

• All Types of Home Repair

ATLANTA AIRPORT
Reliable

Convenient
Affordable

39 Trips Weekly to 
Atlanta Hartsfield International Airport

Serving Augusta since 1998

4389 W Maysfield Drive • Augusta, GA 30909
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Senior nursing students Jessica Simmons (left) and Brandi 
Bowers welcome volunteers donating blood to learn more about 
sickle cell disease, a blood disease that affects the red blood 
cells. The blood drive, hosted by senior nursing students and the 
Shepeard Community Blood Center, was held Sept. 6 at Wal-Mart 
on Deans Bridge Road.

Getting the info out

Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE
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Extensive experience 
with Technical Subject 
Matter Experts to ready 
material for publication.
• Dissertations • Articles • Training Materials 
• Books • References Available
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by Amy Connell

As a 5-year-old girl, Lauren 
Smith was the first to help her 
friends when they got hurt.

As a 22-year-old adult, the senior 
nursing student is ready to take on 
patients. 

“I’ve never had better professors 
than I’ve had here,” says the 
Atlanta native, who is earning her 
bachelor’s degree in nursing in the 
School of Nursing. “The clinical 
experience and working in the skills 
lab have been phenomenal, and 
I really feel good about caring for 
patients.”

A new curriculum in the two-
year program allows students 
to spend a total of 990 hours in 
various clinical experiences, 45 
more hours than before, says 
Rebecca Rule, undergraduate 
program director.

“The amount of time devoted to 
hands-on, clinical education is one 
of the most important strengths of 
the program. It’s where they get the 
chance to pull everything they’ve 
learned in the classroom together,’ 
she says. ‘And spending more time 
in the clinical area boosts their self-
confidence.”

Evan Moon can attest to that. 
“The hands-on experience is 

more valuable to me than anything 
else,” says the senior from Lilburn, 
Ga. “Through clinicals, you have 
the opportunity to become familiar 
with the daily routine of a nurse, 
incorporate all the book knowledge 
into practice and improve your 
bedside manner.”

Students practice these 
invaluable lessons at several area 
hospitals, schools and health 
departments that partner with the 

School of Nursing. 
“I don’t think I can say enough 

about our partners, because without 
them, we couldn’t provide these 
great clinical experiences for the 
students,” Ms. Rule, assistant 
professor of biobehavioral nursing, 
says. “They are very open, 
welcoming and patient.”

The partnerships enable a lower 
faculty-to-student ratio – 1 to 8 – 
than the 1-to-10 ratio mandated by 
the Georgia Board of Nursing.  

“This is especially important in 
the first semester when students 
go into a hospital and work with a 
patient for the first time,” Ms. Rule 
says. 

Students approach general health 
problems during the first semester, 
and then move into specialized 
areas such as psychiatric-mental 
health, pediatrics, obstetrics and 
geriatrics.  

In the last semester, students 
work one-on-one with a registered 
nurse.  

“The RN preceptor signs 
off on everything they do, like 
administering medications and 
charting,” Ms. Rule says. 

The training clearly pays off; 
MCG’s first-time pass rate of 93 
percent for the National Council 
Licensure Examination after nursing 
schools exceeds the national 
average by 10 percent.

“I’m really proud of the fact 
that we’re well above the national 
average. I’m biased, but I think 
we’ve got the most exceptional 
students in the state,” Ms. Rule 
says. 

Georgia ranks 42nd in the 
country for supply of registered 
nurses, according to the Nursing 
Education Task Force, so keeping 

those exceptional students in 
the state to practice is a priority. 
The School of Nursing is helping 
address the shortage by increasing 
enrollment (in the bachelor’s 
program) 50 percent by 2010, says 
Dr. Janie Heath, associate dean for 
academic affairs in the School of 
Nursing.

“What is very alarming is that 
there is an expected shortfall of 
16,400 registered nurses in Georgia 
by 2010 and 37,700 by 2020,” she 
says.

By 2010, Lauren will be doing 
her part. 

“I want to work in an intensive 
care unit for at least a year because 
I really like the one-on-one patient-
nurse interaction and fast-paced 
atmosphere. And I definitely want 
to stay in the state to practice,” 
she says. “There are a lot of 
opportunities here; I just think it’s a 
great profession, and we’re always 
needed.”

The program also is offered at 
MCG’s satellite campus in Athens. 
For more information about MCG’s 
nursing programs, visit www.mcg.
edu/son.

New curriculum gives nursing 
students more clinical experience

Senior nursing student Lauren Smith (second from left) talks 
to junior nursing students (from left) Chris Williams, Jason 
Barham, Cassie Martin, Becky Hagler and Shikara Jordan in the 
skills lab.
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A.B. BEVERAGE • DIXIE RIVERSIDE / A & A VENDING

Shari Alexander 
706.631.4257

524 Georgia Avenue • Suite 2 • North Augusta
803.279.0999 • riverviewrealtyshoppe.com

High Ceilings, Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding Throughout and Beautiful Decor  by Persnickety.  
Marble Fireplace in Great Room, Gourmet Kitchen, Deluxe Owner’s Suite, Central Vacuuming 

System, and Much More Including Gorgeous Professionally Landscaped Garden. Close to 
Greenway, Riverview Park & Boat Ramp. Directions: Georgia Avenue to Buena Vista, 

left at entrance to park, left into Campbell Towne Landing, home on left.
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Custom Built Dream Home in Riverfront Community!  
Open Sunday 1-3

140 Savannah Pointe Drive • Campbell  Towne Landing
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Osteoarthritis Common Cause 
of Disability in Older Adults

Osteoarthritis (OA), the most common type of arthritis, is associated with a break-
down of the cartilage in joints. It affects nearly 21 million Americans and your 
chance of developing OA increases with age. It can occur in almost any joint in the 
body, but most commonly occurs in the weight bearing joints of the hips, knees and 
spine. As the cartilage deteriorates, tendons and ligaments stretch, causing chronic 
pain that can be debilitating.

The knees are the body’s primary weight-bearing joints.  According to the National 
Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin (NIAMS), they are among the 
joints most commonly affected by osteoarthritis.  They may be stiff, swollen, and 
painful, making it hard to walk, climb, get in and out of chairs, and use bathtubs. 
If not treated, osteoarthritis in the knees can lead to disability. Medications, losing 
weight, exercise, and walking aids can reduce pain and disability.

A nationwide research study for an investigational medication for people in pain 
from arthritis of the knee is seeking volunteers for participation. Adults age 40 or 
older that have been diagnosed with OA of the knee for at least one year may be eli-
gible to take part in this research study. They must have moderate to severe chronic 
pain and be currently taking non-opioid medications such as Tylenol®, Motrin®, or 
Celebrex® to treat their OA pain of the knee. Qualified participants will receive all 
study related medical care at no charge, including office visits, laboratory services, 
and study medication or placebo. To learn more about the study call Catrina L. 
Creech (Clinical Research Coordinator) for Dr. Hemant Yagnick at the Walton Pain 
& Headache Center at (706) 434-1594. 

STAFF
School of Allied 
Health Sciences
 Leonard Davey DeRamus

School of Dentistry
 Lisa Ann Bruce

School of Medicine
 Kilwanna Gamuchiria
  Bush-Brown 
 Brian Matthew Close 
 Linda B. Daniel 
 Joshua J. Farrow
 Sungguan Hong
 Qingwei Hu
 Michael Lee McNair 
 Brent Michael Shafer
 Amanda Oulsnam Stefanakos
 Dongmin Yin
  Resident
       Mustafa Musa Mohamed
         Nimir Abdalla

School of Nursing
 Carol Bennett Norton
 Paula Susanne Price

Child Care Center
 Ebony Rochelle Sims

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare
 Lisa Hope Burkett 
 Trina Lesley Chatman
 Nina Cooper 
 Peggy Michelle Foskey
 Alice Faye Humphrey 
 Willynda Beverletta Jackson
 Karen Leah Pentz
 Cynthia Denise Tucker
 Tiffany Devane Whatley

Georgia War 
Veterans Nursing 
Home
 Cassandra R. Connor 
 Rachel Danyell Cummings 
 Joyce A. Glover
 Shannon M. James 
 Anissa Lynette Myers 
 Anita Palrice Powell
 Lashonda Maria Sims 
 Cynthia L. Thomas

Human Resources
 Joni Laronce Thurmond

Information 
Technology Support 
& Services
 Rajeshwar Rao Garrepally

MCG Cancer Center
 Steven Ray McKinnon

Parking 
Administration
 Amanda LaFontaine Peters

Public Safety 
Administration
 Corbin Arick Dickson 
 Robert Edward Dyer Jr.

Registrar’s Office
 Valerie Jean Gudith

Student Health
 Symura Keepler Harvey

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  Constitution Day is Today

visit www.mcg.edu/history/

It’s Your Call.
Compliance Hotline
1-800-576-6623
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Career plans:  

Kimberly: Some kind of residency, 
maybe emergency medicine
John: Graduate
Matt: Pursue a residency in urologic 
surgery
Mayur: Private practice, most likely 
in Atlanta. I’m pretty sure at some 
point I will end up in education.
Ryan: Return to coastal Georgia and 
practice dentistry

Favorite medical term to roll off your 
tongue:

Kimberly: Spinocerebellar ataxia
John: Anything that isn’t the word 
anesthetist.
Matt: Anosmia
Mayur: Actinomycetemcomitans
Ryan: Hepaticocholangiocholecys-
tenterostomies

What do you think of TV shows like 
ER and Grey’s Anatomy?  

Kimberly: I love them! I just hope 

people aren’t getting their medical 
advice from them, because they 
aren’t necessarily an accurate 
depiction of what it’s really like.
John: I’ve never seen an episode of 
either. I’m a Scrubs fan.
Matt: Unrealistic, but good for 
entertainment if you have the time!
Mayur: I haven’t been keeping up 
with them in recent years, but I 
have been watching a new show 
called Hopkins on NBC which is the 
closest you’ll probably get to 
medical reality TV.
Ryan: I think both shows are 
entertaining and I wish that real 
health care professionals were 
admired in the same manner as the 
actors who play them.

If you weren’t at MCG, where would 
you be?  

Kimberly: A big city with lots of 
good shopping and good food.
John: Ideally, I’d be living in New 
York as a celebrated travel writer. 
Realistically, I’d be living in my 

parents’ basement complaining 
about the injustices of life. 
Matt: Traveling across Europe.
Mayur: I would probably be an 
admiral in the Zimbabwean Navy. 
Seriously, if dental school had not 
materialized I would probably 
pursue a degree in education or 
public health.  
Ryan: I was a business major and 
worked in Atlanta before coming to 
MCG. So, I would probably still be 
stuck in a cubicle if I hadn’t been 
lucky enough to be accepted into 
dental school.

What would you do with four extra 
hours every day?  

Kimberly: Row, sleep, catch up 
on my to-do list and go to the gym 
more often.
John: Learn Spanish and to play 
the harmonica.
Matt: Sleep more, read more books 
unrelated to medicine.
Mayur: I would probably use the 
time to fill the 18 holes that seem to 

elude me on the golf course. 
Ryan: Work out or read.

Secret unhealthy habit:  

Kimberly: I’m addicted to cheese 
and condiments. (Not together, 
though!)
John: I don’t get enough sleep.
Matt: I’ll tell you mine if you tell 
me yours.
Mayur: It’s not really a secret, but I 
could eat tiramisu all day long!
Ryan: Ben and Jerry’s Chocolate 
Fudge Brownie. I can’t buy it 
because it will only last a couple 
days…it haunts me from the 
freezer.

SGA goals:

Kimberly: Get more students 
involved, increase efficiency and 
have fun.
John: Increase the number of SGA 
committees, inform students how 
student activity fees are spent, 
increase attendance at our 21-plus 

TGIF events, add family-oriented 
entertainment, combine TGIF 
events with community service 
opportunities and promote SGA’s 
Wounded Warrior Resource 
philanthropy.
Matt: Get as many MCG students as 
possible involved in the SGA.
Mayur: Promote Alpha Upsilon Phi 
(the new campus service 
organization), update the SGA 
Constitution bylaws, make the SGA 
more visible on campus to 
encourage student participation.
Ryan: Promote Alpha Upsilon Phi.

Meet your 2008-09 SGA Officers

Kimberly Rathbun, President
Schools of Medicine/Graduate 
Studies, Class of 2011

John Hansford, Vice President
School of Dentistry, 
Class of 2010

Matt Rudy, Comptroller
School of Medicine, 
Class of 2010

Mayur Nayee, Secretary 
School of Dentistry, 
Class of 2010

Ryan Fulchi, Humanitarian
School of Dentistry, 
Class of 2010

Family Day is
Saturday, Sept 20
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A pain-relieving drug that may 
stimulate memory appears to 
prevent diabetes-related retinal 
damage.

Dr. Sylvia Smith, a retinal cell 
biologist in the School of Medicine, 
recently found that the “(+)-” form 
of pentazocine appears to avert 
eye damage by binding with sigma 
receptors in the retinal cells.

“The effects of this drug on 
retinal health are phenomenal,” 
said Dr. Smith, a co-director of the 
school’s Vision Discovery Institute.

The findings of the National Eye 
Institute-funded study, published in 

the September issue of Investigative 
Ophthalmology & Visual Science, 
suggest such compounds that bind 
with the sigma receptors in the eye 
may treat the top two causes of 
vision loss: diabetic retinopathy and 
glaucoma.

This cell protection role could 
help explain the resilience of 
the retina despite stressors such 
as high blood sugar. Nerve cell 
damage from diabetic retinopathy is 
gradual, with the condition spurring 
new blood vessel growth in an 
apparent attempt to increase blood 
and oxygen to dying cells. Instead, 

the vessel proliferation hastens 
vision loss.

Dr. Smith’s lab found cellular 
stress increased pentazocine’s 
binding with sigma receptors but 
the drug did not impact insulin 
levels. “It does not solve that 
problem of diabetes,” she said. 
“However, our findings suggest that 
hyperglycemia does not [guarantee] 
diabetic retinopathy.”

Her lab is collaborating with 
other MCG investigators to breed 
mice without a sigma receptor to 
better understand its role.

Drug sheds new light on 
blinding disease

Dr. Heath appointed 
to panels

Dr. Janie Heath, associate dean 
for academic 
affairs in 
the School 
of Nursing, 
has been 
appointed to 
an American 
Heart 
Association 
panel studying 
smokeless 
tobacco 

products and a Tri-Council for 
Nursing panel studying advanced 
practice nursing care.

Dr. Heath is one of two nurses 
selected for the 12-member 
American Heart Association panel, 
comprised mostly of physicians 
and scientists. The AHA panel will 
review the extensive literature to 
write a position paper, “The Impact 
of Smokeless Tobacco Products 
on Cardiovascular Disease: 
Implications for Policy, Prevention 
and Treatment.” 

The panel aims to raise 
awareness of the health 
implications of smokeless tobacco 
products among health care 
providers and leaders who influence 
tobacco treatment, prevention or 
regulation. It will focus on two 
categories of smokeless tobacco 
– chewing tobacco and potential 
reduction exposure products, or 
PREPs, such as smokeless cigarettes 
and dissolvable tobacco.

“Six percent of our country’s 
population uses smokeless tobacco 
products, compared to the 21 
percent addicted to cigarettes,” 
says Dr. Heath, director of clinical 
operations for the School of 
Nursing’s Tobacco Cessation 

Program. “Most research on 
smokeless tobacco focuses on oral, 
esophageal and pancreatic cancers, 
but we also know nicotine in the 
products increases the workload on 
the cardiovascular system.”

The Tri-Council for Nursing 
panel includes 12 to 14 nurses, 
epidemiologists, economists and 
policymakers. They will review 
nearly 20,000 articles on patient 
outcomes by advanced practice 
nurses, which include nurse 
practitioners, nurse anesthetists, 
nurse midwives and clinical nurse 
specialists.

The panel will write a position 
paper, “An Assessment of the 
Safety, Quality and Effectiveness 
of Care Provided by Advanced 
Practice Nurses,” for all health care 
influencers – from providers to 
executives to policymakers.

“Since 1990, there has not 
been an extensive review of the 
effectiveness and outcomes of care 
by advanced practice nurses,” says 
Dr. Heath, a nurse practitioner. 
“This will be a great opportunity 
to promote our autonomy and 
scope of practice by informing 
decision makers, such as educators, 
health care policy makers 
and organizations, about our 
contributions to decreasing health 
care costs and increasing access to 
care.”

The Tri-Council for Nursing 
is an alliance of the American 
Association of Colleges of Nursing, 
the American Nurses Association, 
the American Organization of Nurse 
Executives and the National League 
for Nursing.

Dr. Heath came to MCG in 2006 
from the Georgetown University 
School of Nursing and Health 
Studies. Her research focuses on the 
health effects of tobacco and PREPs 
and improving health through 

tobacco-cessation.
She is an American Academy of 

Nursing fellow. She is a member of 
the American Nurses Association, 
the American Association of 
Critical Care Nurses, Sigma Theta 
Tau International Honor Society of 
Nursing, the National Organization 
of Nurse Practitioner Faculties, the 
Society for Research on Nicotine 
and Tobacco, the American 
Thoracic Society and United 
Advanced Practice Registered 
Nurses of Georgia.

Dr. Morgan named 
director 

Dr. John Morgan, assistant 
professor of 
neurology in 
the School of 
Medicine, has 
been named 
director of 
the MCG 
Movement 
Disorders 
Program’s 
National 
Parkinson 

Foundation Center of Excellence. 
Dr. Morgan has worked closely with 
former director Kapil Sethi since 
2003.

Dr. Morgan will administer two 
foundation grants that help provide 
comprehensive care and optimize 
the interdisciplinary aspects of 
program. They increase outreach 
and community education, 
including developing community 
networks to help educate those in 
rural and underserved areas about 
Parkinson’s disease.

The Movement Disorders 
Program studies new treatments 
for Parkinson’s and other 
disorders such as tremor and 

Restless Leg Syndrome. It also 
offers comprehensive care by a 
team that includes movement 
disorder specialists, a functional 
neurosurgeon, a psychiatrist, 
nurses, occupational therapists, 
physical therapists, speech-language 
pathologists, social workers 
and neuropsychologists. For its 
leadership in providing innovative 
care and developing community 
relations, the program is one of 
approximately 50 centers worldwide 
to earn the National Parkinson 
Foundation designation. 

Dr. Morgan came to MCG after 
completing a residency in neurology 
and fellowship in movement 
disorders at the University of 
Virginia. He researches Parkinson’s 
disease, Huntington’s disease and 
Restless Legs Syndrome.

He is a member of the American 
Academy of Neurology’s Education 
Committee, the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs National 
Parkinson’s Disease Consortium, 
the Movement Disorder Society and 
the Society for Neuroscience. 

Dr. Terris serves as 
guest editor 

Dr. David Terris, chair of the 
Department of Otolaryngology-

Head and Neck 
Surgery, is the 
guest editor for 
the September/
October issue 
of the Journal 
for Oto-Rhino-
Laryngology 
and Its Related 
Specialties. The 
issue covers 
new and 

emerging concepts in thyroid and 
parathyroid surgery.

In addition to writing the 
editorial column, he contributed 
three articles to the issue: 
Classification System for Minimally 
Invasive Thyroid Surgery, Current 
Technology in Thyroid Surgery and 
Findings from a Public Thyroid 
Screening Protocol: Ultrasound and 
Disease Characteristics.

Dr. Terris, Porubsky 
Distinguished Professor in 
Otolaryngology and surgical 
director of Thyroid Center for 
MCGHealth, is internationally 
renowned in minimally invasive 
thyroid and parathyroid surgery. 
He researches innovative surgery 
techniques for thyroid and other 
head and neck cancers. 

He is a member of the 
International Association 
of Endocrine Surgeons and 
the American Academy of 
Otolaryngology/Head and Neck 
Surgery’s Endocrine Surgery, Head 
and Neck Oncology and Program 
Committees. He is on the Board of 
Governors of the American College 
of Surgeons.

Dr. Terris serves on the editorial 
boards of Laryngoscope, Operative 
Techniques of Otolaryngology-Head 
and Neck Surgery, Microsurgery and 
Medical Science Monitor.

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the friends and 
family of:

Helen Exum, 76, a retired senior 
administration secretary with the 
Department of Speech and Hearing, 
who died Aug. 25. She worked for 
MCG from 1989-93.

Newsmakers
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Dr. Sylvia Smith (right) with research associate Dr. Ying Dun
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Campus Beat
Periodic reports of crime-related 

news on campus are posted in 
compliance with federal, state and 
local laws to maximize campus 
safety and awareness. To report 
crimes, suspicious activity or 
information regarding reported 
incident(s), call the MCG Public 
Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or 
2911 from a cellular phone.

Entering automobiles
 On Aug. 26, three vehicles 
parked in MCGHealth Parking Deck 
10 adjacent to the Medical 
Center and one in MCGHealth 
Parking Deck 21 next to the 
Ambulatory Care Center had 
windows broken and items 
taken. Purses, bags and other 
items were left in plain view in the 
vehicles. 

Drug violation  
 On Sept. 3, MCG Police 
stopped a vehicle in MCG Parking 
Lot 3, adjacent to the Student 
Center, for a traffic violation. A 
check revealed the driver had no 
valid driver’s license, an active 
warrant for failure to appear, 
the vehicle registration had been 
canceled and the vehicle had no 
valid insurance coverage. A search 

found marijuana, small plastic 
bags and a set of scales. The driver 
was booked into the Richmond 
County Jail charged with Felony: 
Possession of Marijuana with Intent 
to Distribute and issued traffic 
citations for: Failure to Obey Traffic 
Control Device, Canceled Vehicle 
Registration, No Valid Insurance 
and Driving While Unlicensed.

Family Day is
Saturday,
Sept 20

12 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1. Frequency recommended for Allegra: abbr.
  4. Reproductive cells
  7. Pelvic bones
  8. Stethoscope detection
10. Hallux valgus
12. Confused
13. Scrape
14. DCC halved
15. Actor Gulager
16. “...on earth as it is in Heaven. __...”
19. Lymphatic capillary
21. Has as one’s goal
22. Suffix for intern or nutrition
25. Part of the arm
26. Twinkler
27. Ill-mannered person
28. One reason to prescribe Norvasc
30. “__ Room”; 1963 Beach Boys hit
31. Makes a lap
32. 1/8 of a bushel: abbr.
33. Capp and Capone

DOWN
  1. Radar screen image
  2. 54 and 56
  3. Atlanta cardiologist/internist Dr. __ Sorescu
  4. Prescription to treat rosacea
  5. Blood vessel inflammation
  6. Namesakes of Guinness
  7. Pancreatic tumor
  9. Suffix for ether or arbor
10. Monogram for country singer Cyrus
11. Ending for spirit or intellect
16. Actor Scott’s initials
17. Give __ go; attempt
18. Boxer’s doc
20. Drug to treat Type 2 diabetes
21. All __; from the beginning
23. Word with Juan or Jose
24. Refrain syllable
25. Where in old Rome
26. Bilko and Pepper: abbr.
28. Fit __ fiddle
29. Diddly-squat

beeper 
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706.855-7653 • Office
706.832-5678 • Mobile

andreajohnson1@remax.net

Visit my website 

www.AndreaJohnsonRealEstate.com 
to view all my listings!

Andrea Johnson

4629 Rocky Branch Court 
3BD 2BA, 1960 SF! Derisable schools, 

neighborhood Tennis Courts, and 
neighborhood Pool. Stocked Fishing 
Pond! Lovely Cape Cod style home 
with beautiful new kitchen! Slate and 

Hardwood floors throughout main 
level! Large living room with built-in 
bookcases! Nice and bright rooms! 
Cozy Sunroom overlooks private 
rear yard! Double layered decks 

with Jacuzzi tub! $219,900

This one has it all! 

Constitution Day is Today
visit www.mcg.edu/history/

Register to Vote by Oct. 6

13

Full Service Hours: Mon-Sat: 9-6 • Sun: 11-6 • Express Wash Hours: Mon-Sat: 8-7 • Sun: 11-6
Hours may vary due to weather or location

DOWNTOWN
1022 Walton Way

Lots of Time?

Next to Johnson Motor Co.
706-722-4109 (Closed Sun)

MARTINEZ
3853 Washington Rd.

Across from West Town
706-868-1550

AUGUSTA MALL
3425 Wrightboro Rd.

Across from the mall
706-738-1300

SOUTH AUGUSTA
3552 Windsor Spring Rd.

Next to Sprint Gas
706-793-3962
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Quick Lube
 & Wash

Locations

EVANS
512 N. Belair Rd.

Across from Evans Cinemas
706-868-1450

WASHINGTON RD.
2841 Washington Rd.

Next to Red Lobster
706-738-0753

Enjoy Our 
FULL SERVICE

Car Wash!

Zip Thru Our
3 MINUTE EXPRESS

Car Wash!

No Time?

(FREE Vacuums!)

SPECIAL OFFERS!

Valid at Evans & Washington Rd.
(next to Red Lobster) locations. 

Not valid with any other offers or specials.

FREE 
Full Service Wash & 

$5 Off Oil Change 
& Lube

Expires 9/30/08

Gift Cards
20% Bonus Value
Added To Each Purchase
Buy a gift card & we’ll add 20% more to the value 
you purchase. Not valid with any other offers or 

specials. No coupon necessary.

Voted Augusta’s Best Barber Shop For 16 Years!
You’ll Look Great!

with a haircut from

2522 Wrightsboro Rd. • 706.736.7230
(Just before Daniel Field Airport)

M-F 9-6 • Sat 9-3 R115268•BP012308
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The following courses are offered free to MCG employees through the Division of Human Resources’ training and 
education department. To view class descriptions and register online, visit www.mcg.edu/hr/training. All classes 
are held in room 1151 of the Annex unless otherwise noted. For more information, contact Joel Smith, ext. 1-0343.

October
Oct. 1 9-11 a.m. How to Handle the Irate Caller
Oct. 1 2-4 p.m. The Art of Conversation
Oct. 3 9-11 a.m. From Curt to Courteous
Oct. 3 1-4 p.m. Resume Writing
Oct. 6 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG    
Oct. 7 10 a.m.-noon Using Macromedia     
Oct. 7 2-4 p.m. Meeting Essentials
Oct. 8 2-4 p.m. Workers Compensation
Oct. 10 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Access Level 1 ($65 fee)
Oct. 14 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card Orientation
Oct. 14 2-4 p.m. How to Handle Emotional Leakage
Oct. 15 9-10 a.m. Tuition Assistance Program    
Oct. 15 2-4 p.m. Performance Appraisals
Oct. 16 9-11 a.m. Coping with Anger
Oct. 16 2-4 p.m. Sexual Harassment
Oct. 17 8:30-11:30 a.m. Business Writing Part 2: How to Say It
Oct. 17 1-4 p.m. Team Building with True Colors 
Oct. 20 8:30 a.m.-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
Oct. 21 9-10:30 a.m. P-Card Works Payment Manager
Oct. 21 1-4 p.m. ePAR Training
Oct. 22 9-11 a.m. Effort Reporting
Oct. 22 2-4 p.m. Supervising People
Oct. 23 8:30-11:30 a.m. ePAR Training
Oct. 23 2-3 p.m. Cost Transfer 
Oct. 24 9-4 p.m. Access Level 2 ($65 fee)
Oct. 27 9-4 p.m. Excel Level 1 ($65 fee)
Oct. 28 9-10:30 a.m. PCard Renewal/Refresher 
Oct. 28 2-4 p.m. Word Level 1
Oct. 29 9-11 a.m. Interviewing: Hiring the Right Person
Oct. 29 2-4 p.m. Speak with Confidence
Oct. 30 9-11:30 a.m. Dealing with Difficult People
Oct. 30 2-4:30 p.m. Qualities of a Team Player

Registration guidelines
•	Class	sizes	are	limited	and	filled	on	a	first-come	basis.
•	Complete	and	submit	one	registration	form	per	class.	Forms	are	available	at	www.mcg.edu/hr/training.
•	Register	at	least	one	to	two	weeks	prior	to	the	scheduled	training	date.
•	Registration	forms	received	after	a	class	is	filled	are	put	on	a	waiting	list.	Waiting-list	registrants	are
 notified of vacancies and moved into the classes as cancellations are received.

Learning Curve
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Augusta area.

Department of Family Medicine
1423 Harper Street • Augusta

706.721.2269
R123219•BP090308 CRRI# Pro00000300

STEPPINGSTONES TO RECOVERY
• AM & PM Programs
• Treatment Guarantee
• Relaxed Environment
• Strong Family Program

Ken Wilson, Director
GA DHR Lic. 121-502-D

706-733-1935 • 2610 Commons Blvd.
www.steppingstonestorecovery.net R119839•BP061108

Washington Road

I-
20

McDonald’s

Super 8 Motel

Boy Scout Road

Steppingstones
Commons Blvd.

Send photos and stories about your pets to Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette

Meet Sadie, an 8-year-old Doberman adopted from the Augusta shelter by Lawrence Kearney 
with Information Technology Support and Services. “She’s my third Dobie,” says Lawrence, 
“and she demonstrates the personality traits I have found consistent in the breed: emotional 
neediness, emotional generosity, cat-like curiosity and unreserved devotion to anyone they 
bond with. Despite their graceful looks they are often clumsy and, as the picture details, they 
seem to be able to use facial expressions...even if they’re dopey. She’s a sweet girl and we 
hope she has many years with us to come.”

R
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8
7
2
2
•
B
P
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16
0
8

MCG is a
tobacco-free campus
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15 Classifieds

$300 New Bedroom Set; 5 pieces still in original boxes. Can
Del                                 706-733-5339

Cherry Sleighbed with mattress set. New. Sacrifice $350 
                                       706-339-2793

Brandnew  Queen PILLOW-TOP Mattress set in factory-
sealed bag: $125 

706.339.2793

3 piece no-flip King mattress set; NEW & never opened $190
                                       706-733-5339

$125 twin or full mattress set; NEW in plastic 
                                       706-736-3811

7  pc  Bedroom  Set  includes  mattress  set.  New  in  boxes.
$499! Can deliver.          706-733-5339

$110 Queen Orthopedic Mattress Set, new, sealed in bag. 
                                       706-339-2793

CAN DELIVER!!!!

New Twin mattress set  in
plastic,  $95. 

  QUEEN PILLOWTOP
MATTRESS SET. New in

plastic. $80. 

BRAND NEW KING PIL-
LOWTOP Mattress Set.

$180. 

CHERRY SLEIGH BED
Solid wood  $175   

5 PC CHERRY Finish
BEDROOM SET  $295

NEW FULL mattress  set
$115 

New  Queen Metal Bed w/
Mattress Set $330

New Microfiber Sofa and
loveseat w/ 3 pc Coffee

Table Set $595

New Bunkbed solid wood
in box $150

706.284.8691

NEWLY RENOVATED
Hill Apartments (near

MCG). New Appli-
ances, tenant laundry,

tenant parking lot. 
 Water and trash 
pickup included.
803.279.5134

445 Furniture

510 Apartments
For Rent 

1100 SF CONDO.  
7 mins from MCG. 
2 br 2 full baths. 

$900/mo   
706-306-5886

WHEELER RD 
(Hillwood Sub) Augusta

4BR/2Ba, formal  DR/LR,
Den, kit w/breakfast nook,

D/W, CH/A, sunroom,
fenced rear yard. 

NO PETS!!!. 
$1075/mo. 

Call  (706) 564-3968.

2 BR 1 BA, CH/A, Hard
wood Floors, fenced

yd, W/D hook-up,
$600+dep. Credit

check & 
refs required. 

2026 Ohio Avenue
706.231.9935

520
Condominiums
For Rent 

535 Houses
For Rent

445 Furniture445 Furniture
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The following is a response 
to Title II of the Student Right-
to-Know and Clery (Campus 
Security) Act of 1990.  It contains 
an abridged statement of the 
requirements and addresses our 
compliance.

A.  Institutional policy 
statement on reporting crimes or 
other emergencies and response 
to these reports.

All crimes or other emergencies 
occurring on the Medical College of 
Georgia campus are reported to the 
Medical College of Georgia Public 
Safety Division, Police Bureau. 
The Public Safety Division’s 
offices are located in the Annex 
II building, room #HT-1101. The 
Medical College of Georgia policies 
and procedures designates Public 
Safety Division’s Police Bureau as 
the law enforcement unit for the 
institution. Employees and students 
are encouraged to report crimes 
directly to Public Safety. However, 
students may also report crimes to 
the Director of Student Affairs, who 
will then report the information 
received to Public Safety. Campus 
personnel are informed of this 
procedure through new employee/
student orientation. Written reports 
are made and followed up by the 
appropriate personnel in Public 
Safety (detectives, safety officers, 
et al).

B.  Institutional policy 
statement on security and access 
to facilities and maintenance of 
security.

As a public institution of higher 
learning, the Medical College 
of Georgia welcomes anyone 
interested in utilizing the wide 
range of educational facilities on 
campus. For security reasons, 
however, not all MCG buildings are 
open to the public. MCG student 
housing facilities are private 
residences, and a person must be a 
guest of a resident in order to enter 
any area of student housing. Only 
authorized personnel are permitted 
in many areas of MCG’s Hospital 
and Clinics buildings. Furthermore, 
most buildings open to the public 
are closed and locked after regular 
business hours.

 
The Police Bureau has a printed, 

internal policy on the security of 
buildings on campus as well as 
parking lots and parking decks. 
Other designated groups may have 
separate policies in conjunction 

with the Police Bureau, for 
example, Student Housing. The 
Police Bureau has, as well, a 
procedure for residential protection 
in times of low occupancy such 
as holidays. Residents requiring 
this service may call Public Safety 
and advise them when they will 
be away. These standards are 
monitored through incident reports 
as well as by an annual lighting 
survey and physical security 
surveys conducted, as needed, by 
the Administrative Section.

The Public Safety Division 
provides an escort service to 
students, staff and campus visitors 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

There are 30 emergency phones 
and 9 “Code Blue” call boxes 
located at or near campus buildings 
and parking decks that dial directly 
to the Police Bureau dispatcher. 
There are 29 emergency phones and 
5 “Code Blue” call boxes located 
at or near the Hospital and Clinics 
buildings and parking decks that 
dial directly to the MCG Health, 
Inc. Security and Safety Department 
dispatcher. When an emergency 
phone or a call box is picked 
up or activated, the appropriate 
dispatcher is immediately notified 
of the location of the caller. 

C.  Institutional policy 
statement on campus 
law enforcement and the 
encouragement of accurate and 
prompt reporting of all crimes.

The Medical College of Georgia 
has its own Public Safety Division 
in which is included a Police 
Bureau of some 34 sworn Police 
Officers with full arrest powers, 
certified by the Peace Officers 
Standards and Training Council, 
whose sole duties are campus law 
enforcement and safety. The Police 
Bureau has original jurisdiction 
on campus. The reporting of 
crimes, promptly and accurately, 
is encouraged through distributed 
crime prevention material as well 
as through new employee/student 
orientation.

The Medical College of Georgia’s 
institutional policy requires that 
all crimes be reported to the 
MCG Police Bureau. Students or 
employees will be referred by 
faculty members, administrators, 
or supervisors to the MCG Police 
Bureau for this purpose.

The Medical College of Georgia 
Police Bureau has a mutual aid 

agreement with the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Department for 
emergency situations. The MCG 
Police Bureau works closely with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
and other state and local law 
enforcement agencies regarding 
incidents that occur within their 
jurisdictions. The Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Department, 
Veterans Affairs Police and Paine 
College share information regarding 
crime statistics and other crime 
prevention information with the 
MCG Police Bureau.

The Medical College of Georgia 
School of Nursing in Athens has 
law enforcement response provided 
by the Medical College of Georgia 
Police Bureau, the University of 
Georgia Police Department and 
the Athens-Clarke County Police 
Department. The University of 
Georgia Police Department provides 
primary patrols of the facility on a 
daily basis.

The Medical College of 
Georgia encourages pastoral 
and professional counselors to 
inform their clients of voluntary, 
confidential crime reporting 
procedures as necessary.

D.  Descriptions of programs 
designed to inform students and 
employees about campus security 
procedures and practices.

The Public Safety Division 
distributes the “Public Safety 
Update” as needed to alert the 
campus in a timely manner to 
specific crimes and crime trends. 
Members of the Public Safety 
Division meet with Student Affairs 
representatives and the Resident 
Assistants on a periodic basis to 
discuss crime prevention topics 
and meets with the students of 
each residence hall on an annual 
basis. Police Officers are assigned to 
reside in residence halls as housing 
availability allows. The Medical 
College of Georgia Office of Student 
Affairs assists students in gaining 
access to professional counseling, 
and this office is prepared to assist 
or advise students in reporting 
crimes on a voluntary, confidential 
basis. The Office of Student Affairs 
makes reports as necessary to the 
MCG Police Bureau for inclusion 
in the annual disclosure of crime 
statistics.

The Public Safety Division 
provides information for employees 
at New Employee Orientation and 

through Annual Safety Update 
training. 

E.  Program for the instruction 
about the prevention of crime.

The Administrative Section for 
Public Safety handles this function. 
Tasks include speaking with 
personnel on campus on crime 
prevention topics and distributing 
crime prevention tapes upon 
request. Physical Security Surveys 
are conducted for those requesting 
them as well as other functions. 
Flyers on crime prevention are also 
distributed routinely.

F.  Statistics detailing the 
on-campus, non-campus, public 
property and student residence 
(as defined in 34 CFR Part 
668), occurrence of murder, 
manslaughter, sexual assault 
(forcible and non forcible), 
robbery, arson, aggravated 
assault, burglary, and motor 
vehicle theft for the most current 
year as well as statistics for the 
three preceding years.

The Police Bureau keeps 
statistical information on these 
crimes as well as any other 
misdemeanors and felonies to 
include traffic violations (et al) 
in the Records Section of the 
Police Bureau. These statistics are 
forwarded to the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation via the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation’s Uniform Crime 
Reporting (UCR) program. Statistics 
are distributed to the campus in 
the form of an annual “Crime 
Report,” as well as to the Campus 
Safety Committee meetings. Annual 
Crime Statistics are published in 
The Beeper and on the Public 
Safety web site,  GOTOBUTTON 
BM_1_ www.mcg.edu/psd/police/
stats.htm. The Medical College 
of Georgia School of Nursing in 
Athens is also provided with crime 
statistics and Clery information 
from the University of Georgia. 
Crime information on locations 
contiguous to the Medical College 
of Georgia School of Nursing in 
Athens has been requested from 
the Athens-Clarke County Police 
Department; however, the Athens-
Clarke County Police Department 
has not provided the information as 
of this date. 

G.  Institutional policy 
statement on the monitoring of 
crimes at off-campus student 
organizations.

Any monitoring of crime off-
campus is done by the agency of 
jurisdiction where the crime took 
place; however, we are usually 
advised by the agency in question 
or the victim (if a student) of the 
crime and offer any assistance 
especially if the crime is of a 
nature stated in “F.” Further, the 
MCG Police Bureau, during normal 
business hours, reviews all crimes 
listed in “F” that occur on public 
property within or directly adjacent 
to and accessible from the campus 
that are reported to the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Department. The 
Department Veterans Affairs Police 
Department provides statistical 
information on crimes listed in 
“F” annually. The Department 
Veterans Affairs Police Department 
has agreed to notify the MCG 
Police Bureau as soon as possible 
after the occurrence of any crime 
listed in “F” in order that the 
MCG Police Bureau can make a 
timely warning of the crime to the 
campus community. As of this date, 
the Athens Clarke County Police 
Department has not provided the 
requested crime information on 
public property contiguous to the 
Medical College of Georgia School 
of Nursing in Athens (SONAT); 
therefore, no timely warnings were 
published for the SONAT campus.   

H.  Statistics on arrests for 
violations of liquor or drug abuse 
as well as weapons possession 
violations.

The Police Bureau keeps 
statistical information on these 
crimes in the Records Section. 
They are published in the “Crime 
Report.”

I.  Institutional policy statement 
on the monitoring of alcohol and 
drug abuse.

Alcohol is not allowed for 
sale on MCG property. Functions 
which serve alcohol require MCG 
Police Officers to be present. Any 
other abuse of alcohol or drugs is 
subject to enforcement by MCG 
Police through Federal and State 
laws pertaining to such violations. 
Students living on campus are 
allowed to have alcohol in their 
dormitory room only for personal 
consumption.

J.  Timely reports to the 
campus community on crimes 
considered to be a threat to other 
students.

The Medical College of Georgia

Clery Act
(Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act of 1990)
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This function is handled by the 
Administrative Section or Detectives 
handling the case. A “Public Safety 
Update” is issued usually the same 
day of the incident or as soon as 
possible thereafter. The updates are 
sent to employees and students via 
e-mail.

K.  Disclosure in an annual 
report on “A” – “I.”

Information is disseminated in 
the form of a “Crime Report” which 
is distributed annually.

L.  Description of drug or 
alcohol abuse education programs.

Employees wishing information 
on drug or alcohol abuse education 
programs may contact Employee/
Faculty Assistance Program 
and students wishing the same 
information may contact Student 
Health. The Administrative Section 
also has material on these subjects.

M.  Institutional policy 
statement on campus sexual 
assault programs aimed at 
prevention of sexual offenses and 
on procedures followed once a 
sexual offense has occurred.

Students and employees 
wishing information on campus 
sexual assault may contact the 
Administrative Section for material. 
The Public Safety Division provides 
a 24-hour-a-day escort service 
for all MCG students and campus 
staff. Further, the campus sexual 
assault policy is found in the 
Student Handbook and Public 
Safety publishes statistics on sexual 
assaults.

If a sexual offense occurs, the 
victim’s academic and living 
situations will be changed upon 
request, if reasonably available. 
The accuser and accused have the 
same right (if any) to have others 
present during the disciplinary 
hearing. The accuser and accused 
shall be notified of the outcome of 
a campus disciplinary proceeding. 
If the accused is found guilty in an 
institutional disciplinary proceeding, 
sanctions such as dismissal could 
be imposed. Victim services are 
provided by the Medical College of 
Georgia Student Health office, and 
students may contact this office by 
calling 706-721-3448. Off campus 
victim services are also provided by 
the Rape Crisis Center (University 
Hospital) and the local District 
Attorney’s office. The Rape Crisis 
Center may be contacted by calling 
706-724-5200, and the District 
Attorney’s Office may be contacted 
by calling 706-821-1135.

Crime Log

A crime log listing the crimes 
reported to the MCG Police Bureau 
within the last 60 day period are 
open to public inspection 24 hours 
a day, 7 days per week. Crime 
logs older than 60 days are open 
to inspection within two business 
days of the request. All crimes 
reported to the MCG Police Bureau 
are posted to the crime log within 
two business days of the report 
unless the disclosure is prohibited 
by law or would jeopardize the 
confidentiality of the victim. The 
MCG Police Bureau may also 
withhold information from the 
crime log when there is clear 
and convincing evidence that the 
release of the information would 
jeopardize an ongoing criminal 
investigation or the safety of an 
individual; cause a suspect to flee 
or evade detection; or result in the 
destruction of evidence. In cases 
where there is clear and convincing 
evidence to withhold information, 
the information will be disclosed 
when the adverse effect no longer 
exists. Logs may be requested at the 
Medical College of Georgia Police 
Bureau.

Sex Offender Registration and 
Registry

Any person who is required 
under the laws of the state of 
Georgia to register as a sex offender 
is also required to provide written 
notice to the MCG Police Bureau 
that they are enrolled as a student, 
carry on a vocation or employed by 
the Medical College of Georgia of 
Georgia.  Furthermore, the student 
or employee is required to provide 
written notice of each change in 
enrollment or employment to the 
MCG Police Bureau.  

The Sex Offender registry for 
the State of Georgia is located on 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
Web site:  GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ 
http://www.ganet.org/gbi/.  

The Sex Offender registry for 
Richmond County, Georgia is on 
the Augusta Richmond County 
Georgia Web Site:  www.augustaga.
gov/departments/sheriffs_office/
registry_offender. 

The Sex Offender Registry for 
those persons enrolled as a student, 
carry on a vocation or employed 
by the Medical College of Georgia 
may be viewed at the MCG Police 
Bureau.   

This report is published by the 
Medical College of Georgia Legal 
Office in cooperation with MCG 
Police Bureau.

Revised August 18, 2008
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The Student Government Association is holding voter registration 
drives and subsequent absentee ballot drives in the Student 
Center. Registration forms will be available for Richmond and 
Columbia counties. Those who register in Richmond County will be 
automatically unregistered in their previous location and become 
eligible for Richmond County absentee ballots. 

Registration drives for Richmond and Columbia counties:

Today, Sept. 17
Monday, Sept. 22
Wednesday, Sept. 24

Absentee ballot drives for Richmond County:
Wednesday, Oct. 1
Wednesday, Oct. 8
Wednesday, Oct. 15

To volunteer for the drives, contact SGA Vice President John 
Hansford at jhansford@mcg.edu.

SGA sponsors 
voter registration 
drives

O P T I C I A N S

2 Year Warranty On All Prescription Eyewear
SEE BETTER • LOOK BETTER • FEEL BETTER

John W. Anderson
1500 Johns Road
706-736-2020

Phil Harris
1571 Walton Way
706-737-2020  
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106 E. Martintown Road 
North Augusta
803.441.8300 

www.oldesouthrealty.com

Property sold as is 
- property previously 
used as mobile home 

park, two mobile homes 
remain, need tlc, 4 extra 

hook ups, gorgeous 
oaks trees, could be a 

nice homesite.
 Gloria Turner 
803.640.5662.

Over 2 MILES of Water Front!!!
 Great for development, farm (horses 

or cattle), hunting cabin, 
or outdoor treat. 

1000 ACRES TOTAL AVAILABLE- 
MAY SUBDIVIDE

Motivated  Sellers!! 
Jackson, SC. 

Very nice 
neighborhood, 

3BR, 2BA, 
double carport and 

attached double 
garage.

Leo Rice 
706.267.6691

FEATURED LISTING

2.2
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GO GREEN! in 
Mossy Oak, a new 

North Augusta neigh-
borhood. 3BR, 2BA, 
double car garage. 

This Blu- Wood
environmentally 

friendly home will 
be ready in late 2008. 

Call Liz Berry 
706.627.2047

Shetland Acres - 
Grovetown, 3BR, 2BA, 
4.43 acres in Columbia 
County, second mobile 

home on property 
currently used for 
storage. $78,000. 
Call Kamey Hawk 

706.513.4891 

4.4
5 

ACRES

Jamie Paull 
706.564.8599

Investment!!! Located next to 
Kimberly-Clark. This 

property has waterfront, road 
frontage, and so much more. Timber 

value, open land, wildlife galore. 
Sell the “front” and keep the 

balance for a wildlife retreat....

33
5 A

CRES
ROAM TO ROAM! 

CALL THOMAS PAULL  803.474.2441 TODAY 
TO FIND OUT ABOUT THESE BEAUTIFUL PROPERTIES

Open living at its best. This 4BR/4.5BA 
house has lots of space inside and out!! 

4100 sq feet and sits on 8 acres with 
a rocking chair porch and huge back 
deck. Gorgeous hardwoods cover the 
main level with carpet upstairs. Each 

bdr has its own full bath. 4th bedroom is 
the perfect mother-in-law suite with full 
bath and separate entrance. Great for 

horses or quiet country living!!
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Room to Roam!
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