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SGA in motion for 
new academic year

Vital Signs

Ellen Gladden

Students of all ages return to cam-
: pus this month, but four Medical
College of Georgia students came
back to Augusta a little early this
semester.

Student Government Association 
Executive Council officers met Aug. 
6 to plan for another academic year 
of programming for MCG students 
in all five schools. Amid their 
agenda of discussing budgets, serv 
ice projects and entertainment ven 
ues, the four student leaders gave 
the Beeper a few minutes to get to 
know them better.

A senior in the School of 
Dentistry, Charles Poole takes the

rank of president this year after rep 
resenting his class for three years 
and serving as SGA Executive 
Council secretary last year. Hailing 
from Americus, Ga., Charles 
received his bachelor's degree from 
Samford University in Alabama, and 
completed a year of post-baccalau 
reate work at the University of 
Georgia. Noting SGA is the "com 
mon link between the Schools of 
Allied Health Sciences, Dentistry, 
Graduate Studies, Medicine and 
Nursing," Charles encouraged fel 
low students to participate in SGA 
activities to "voice their concerns 
and provide feedback as con 
sumers. " 

"SGA and its activities are only as

Student Government Association Executive Council officers met with Director of 
Student Affairs Dr. Randy Butterbaugh Aug. 6 to map out SGA activities for the 
school year. (Ellen Gladden photo)

strong as the student interest that 
drives them," said Charles. "We are 
fortunate to have the funding to 
plan and execute a variety : r p : 
grams and events. However, without

student input and involvement, it is 
less likely that programs or events 
will-be adequately tailored to meet 
students' needs. Furthermore, stu- 

SeeSGApage2

Groundbreaking held for addition to research building
Toni Baker

Ground was broken Aug. 21 on the 94,000-square-foot addition to the 
Medical College of Georgia Interdisciplinary Research Building.

University System of Georgia Chancellor Thomas C. Meredith was the 
keynote speaker at the ceremony for the $27.3 million, four-story facility 
being constructed just off Laney-Walker Boulevard behind the existing build 
ing.

"This addition essentially doubles the research space of the newest of our 
research buildings and reflects the dramatic growth in our research initia 
tives," said Dr. Daniel W. Rahn, MCG president, who hosted the ceremony.

"We have targeted the areas of cancer, neurological disease, cardiovascular 
disease and infection/inflammation - areas which encompass many of the 
diseases that afflict our citizens - as our major areas for study. And we are 
taking those studies from the laboratory bench to the patient's bedside with a 
heightened emphasis on clinical trials and by fostering the development of 
biotech businesses that evolve from our scientific endeavors. All this work is 
central to our commitment as Georgia's health sciences university to move 
knowledge, and ultimately patient care, forward."

The new building will house the Center for Biotechnology and Genomic 
Medicine under the direction of Dr. Jin-Xiong She as well as'the diverse 
research initiatives of the faculty in the Department of Physiology, chaired by 
Dr. R. Clinton Webb. The MCG Office of Technology Transfer and Economic

Artist's rendering of the addition to the Interdisciplinary Research Building.

Development, under the direction of Dr. Mike Gabridge, associate vice presi 
dent, will operate an incubator facility to foster development of new biomed- 
ical businesses for the Augusta community. Also, Dr. Laura T. Easley, director 
of Laboratory Animal Services, will direct a 6,000-square-foot animal care

See GROUNDBREAKING page 5
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SGA ... from page 1
dents who don't participate will miss 
an excellent opportunity to get to 
know their future colleagues in 
health care."

A fourth-year medical student, 
Josh Young holds this year's vice 
president post after serving as an 
SGA class representative for the past 
three years. A chemistry major from 
Lipscomb University, Josh calls 
Douglasville, Ga., home, and aims to 
take his medical training back to a 
"medium- to small-sized town."

"I chose a health care profession 
to Vvork with people and provide 
care to those in need," said Josh. "I 
want to be a community leader and 
be able to include indigent care and 
medical mission work in my prac 
tice."

Calling SGA a "collective unity 
organization" for MCG students, 
Josh said students from all schools 
should join SGA activities for "fun, 
socialization and opportunities for 
community involvement."

Treasurer Jeff Cryder is a senior in 
the School of Nursing who is pursu 
ing a bachelor of science degree in 
nursing with advancement to a mas 
ter's degree in nursing anesthesia. 
The Elberton, Ga. native received 
bachelor of science degrees in biol 
ogy and psychology from Georgia 
College and State University in 
Milledgeville, Ga.

In his second year of student gov

ernment service, Jeff says he hopes 
"the present group of SGA officers 
will continue the excellent work of 
last year's SGA council to provide 
opportunities that add to the aca 
demic experiences of students at 
MCG."

Calling SGA the "unseen frame 
work for student involvement within 
the college," Jeff said the organiza 
tion is a vital part of campus because 
"it provides needed stress relief and 
helps students become more well- 
rounded outside of their academic 
careers."

Julie Hartrich takes the secretary 
position this year after previously 
serving as an SGA representative for 
her peers in occupational therapy. A 
senior in the School of Allied Health 
Sciences, Julie graduated from the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville. 
The Atlanta native says she chose a 
health care profession because "I've 
always known I wanted to help oth 
ers who were in difficult situations. 
Occupational therapists work with 
so many patients who truly need 
someone to love and care for them."

An active participant in last year's 
SGA Students for Community 
Involvement Committee, Julie enjoys 
volunteering and plans to support 
more community service activities in 
this year's agenda.

When these students are not ful 
filling the many rigors of their aca-
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demic programs, athletics is a common 
denominator. Julie enjoys running and 
hiking. Jeff can often be found umpir 
ing a baseball game or landscaping. 
Josh likes mountain hiking, scuba div 
ing, and skiing on snow and water. 
Charles is an avid jet-skier and snow 
boarder.

No surprise then that athletic pro 
gramming was among their priorities at 
the recent meeting. While SGA 'cur 
rently offers aerobics, martial arts and 
dance classes, along with a host of 
intramural sports, officers are looking 
into adding soccer, providing more co 
ed sports opportunities and the possi 
bility of a powder-puff football league. 
With the new Wellness Center due to 
open in January, Dr. Randy 
Butterbaugh, director of Student 
Affairs, sees an opportunity for

increased programming.
So what's new and different with 

SGA programming?
"We'll have new choices of food and 

entertainment at TGIF parties," said 
Charles. "Children's Movie Night will 
be revamped to become more interac 
tive for students with families. A 
Thursday Night Live coffeehouse series 
featuring student talent is in the works, 
and a Spring Fling is slated for March 
or April. Ideas are being refined for 
self-enrichment programs in various 
areas such as Spanish for the Health 
Care Professional and Planning for a 
Sound Financial Future."

For more information, attend the 
school year's first SGA meeting, Sept. 5 
at 7 p.m. in the Student Center, or call 
the Division of Student Affairs at 721- 
3356.

Meet the SGA 
Executive Council

Student Government Association 
Important Dates for 2002 -2003

SGA Meetings
September 5 
October 3 
November 7 
December 5 
January 9 
February 6 
March 6 
April 3

All meetings begin at 7:00 
in the Student Center. All 
students are invited.

TGIF
September 13 
October 25 * 
November 15 
January 10 
February 7 
March 14 
April 18

TGIF events include food, beer, 
wine and entertainment from 6-9 
p.m. in the Student Center. All stu 
dent, faculty, housetaff and postdoc 
toral fellows are invited. Please bring 
your valid MCG ID and driver's 
license.

* Oct. 25 TGIF will be from 9 p.m. 
to midnight in the Student Center.

INTRAMURALS

Sport

Football
Powder puff football
Volleyball
Ultimate frisbee
Basketball
Softball
Golf
5 K Run

Registration Deadline

September 9 
September 9 
September 16 
September 9 
January 6 
March 3 
April 9 
October 5

Season Begins

September 16 
September 16 
September 23 
September 16 
January 13 
March 10 
April 16-23

Dates of SGA Meetings and TGIF events are 
subject to change. For updates keep reading the 
Beeper, your Groupwise e-mail account and 
bulletin boards in the Student Center.

For more information, call Student Affairs 
at 721-3356.

Charles Poole, president

Josh Young, vice president

Jeff Cryder, treasurer

Julie Hartrich, secretary
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Beeper survey coming soon
The Beeper has experienced many changes in 2002. 

We've tinkered with color, format and content in efforts 
to bring you the most interesting and informative cover 
age of the Medical College of Georgia's people and pro 
grams. Now it's your turn to tell us what you think. 
Starting Sept. S opportunities abound for you to assert 
your opinions about your campus newspaper by complet 
ing a survey. All responses are anonymous and all partici 
pants can enter a drawing to win $50 or four movie 
tickets to Regal Cinemas donated by Health Center Credit 
Union. To fill out a survey and enter the drawing, simply 
do one of the following:

• Stop by the lobby of the Auditoria Center, Thursday, 
Sept. 5 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., have some refreshments, 
fill out a survey then leave your name and contact infor 
mation in our fishbowl.

• Visit the Health Center Credit Union, Friday, Sept. 13 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., have some refreshments, fill 
out a survey then leave your name and contact informa 
tion in our fishbowl.

* Read the Sept. 5 issue of your Beeper for the Web 
address of our online survey. Upon completion, you'll be 
prompted to enter your name and e-mail address for con 
test purposes only. (Your information will not be con 
nected to your response.)

Your input will be used to change the format and con 
tent of the Beeper. Not only does your opinion matter, but 
it could be worth $50!! Thanks in advance for your par 
ticipation. For more information, contact Beeper Editor 
Ellen Gladden at 1-4410.

All MCG, and MCG, HI employees, MCG students and 
retirees are eligible. Only one entry per contestant will be 
accepted. E-mail addresses and phone numbers will not be 
used for any purpose other than winner notification. 
Online surveys and those completed at the Auditoria 
Center and Health Center Credit Union are anonymous. 
Submitting a survey form from the Sept. 5 Beeper waives 
your right to-anonymity if you choose to enter the contest.

Online course wins national honor
Christine Hurley Deriso

A Medical College of Georgia class 
introducing the principles of medical 
ethics has been named a 2002 
Exemplary Course by WebCT, the 
world's leading provider of integrated 
electronic learning systems for higher 
education.

WebCT's Exemplary Course Project 
showcases the best higher-education 
courses taking place partially or 
entirely online. This year, eight win 
ners were selected from 85 applicants 
nationwide. "The winning courses 
showcase tremendous intelligence 
and creativity in harnessing the 
Internet to make education more 
effective, not just more cost-effec 
tive," according to the WebCT Web 
site.

The MCG course was developed by

Kitty Hernlen, a respiratory therapy 
instructor, and Clare Billman, director 
of the Office of Educational Design 
and Development. The interdiscipli 
nary course allows students to dis 
cuss issues related to medical ethics 
in a non-threatening format.

Ms. Herlen, who created the con 
tent, has taught the course twice; she 
will teach it for a third time this fall. 
Ms. Billman incorporated the activi 
ties, communication, tools and pro 
grams into the course. 

"Studies have shown that students 
who have discussed ethical situations 
and topics as part of their curriculum 
are better prepared to handle ethical 
dilemmas when they are profession 
als," Ms. Hernlen said. "I ^mainly 
want the students to think—to 
explore the ethical principles and 
how they may affect their own lives,

both professionally and personally." 
The course was developed specifi 

cally for online instruction, Ms. 
Billman said. "Students were given 
activities in which they had to com 
municate with and learn from each 
other as well as from Ms. Hernlen," 
she said. "The Web-based activities 
required decision-making, research 
and compromise. The outcome was a 
course rich in ideas, information and 
reality."

MCG has developed over 350 Web- 
based courses in all five of MCG's 
schools since 1997. The courses 
enable students to listen to lectures, 
participate in discussions, view 
demonstrations, practice clinical 
skills, take tests and see the grade 
they've earned, all while sitting in 
front of their computer screen at 
home.

New genital herpes drug under study
Toni Baker

An experimental drug that may diminish genital herpes 
outbreaks by helping the immune system find and fight 
the evasive virus is under study at the Medical College of 
Georgia.

The immune response modifier called resiquimod is a 
topical treatment that is more potent than a similar drug 
used for treating human papillomavirus infections, said 
Dr. Daron G. Ferris, family medicine physician and inves 
tigator.

"We are very excited about this agent's potential 
because it represents a new class of drugs that has not 
been previously available for treating genital herpes," he 
said. Anti-viral drugs currently used to treat genital her 
pes don't eliminate the herpes virus either; rather they 
treat an outbreak and can be given prophylaqti.cally to 
reduce outbreaks. The sexually 'transmitted" disease;

which causes small blisters and ulcerations, is contagious 
during outbreaks.

The herpesvirus avoids elimination by the immune sys 
tem by hiding in the nerves in the lower back so it's 
unrecognizable. "It comes down the nerve tracks to cause 
the outbreak, so it's very deceptive in the way it can hide 
itself from the immune system," Dr. Ferris said.

"Like other commercially available treatments, this prod 
uct may not be a cure for herpes, but it's another therapeu 
tic option that may modify or reduce the incidence of these 
outbreaks just by boosting the immune system," he said.

He is currently enrolling otherwise healthy people age 
18 or older with a history of recurrent outbreaks. They 
will be followed for one outbreak, receiving either 
resiquimod or placebo. The study drug and related health 
care is provided at no cost and participants will be com 
pensated for their time. 

• : Formore'information,-call 1 Dr.- Ferns' office at'1*2535.'

What's cookin'?

Send us your favorite recipe, If we
select yours to print here, you win a

gift certificate from The Cotton Patch!
Whether your favorite recipe is a 

deluxe milkshake or an elegant feast 
- whether it takes minutes to prepare 
or days - we'd like to see it, And we'd 
like to send you out to dinner on us!

Send your favorite recipe to 
graphicadv@knology.net today!

Mounds Cake . ,

Devil's Food cake mix
1 can of cream of coconut
1 can Eagle brand sweetened condensed milk
1 large container Cool Whip
1 package frozen shredded coconut

Prepare cake in oblong pan per package directions. 
Mix cream of coconut and condensed milk in a pourable 
container. With the handle of a wooden spoon, poke lots of 
holes in cake as soon as you take it out of the oven. 
Immediately pour coconut/condensed milk mixture into 
each hole and then all over cake. Let cake cool completely. 
It can be put in the fridge overnight. Frost with Cool 
Whip. Sprinkle coconut over frosted 
cake. Enjoy!

Submitted by:
Tammy Van Cise, Clinic 12.

Thanks, and congratulations!

Tammy won a T-Bonz 
Steakhou.se gift certificate
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Physical therapist says book bags shouldn't be a pain
Christine Hurley Deriso

As school resumes this fall, parents are 
advised to check book bags to ensure that 
children's homework isn't literally weighing 
them down.

Research substantiates what parents prob 
ably already intuit: heavy book bags take a 
heavy toll on the back, according to Dr. Mary 
Ellen Franklin, a Medical College of Georgia 
physical therapist and exercise physiologist.

"There's a fairly high incidence of back pain 
in children, and it appears to be greatest dur 
ing the period of rapid growth—ages 11-16," 
Dr. Franklin said. "One U.S. study reported a 
back pain prevalence of 36 percent in adoles 
cents."

Dr. Franklin recently supervised a study in 
which physical therapy students assessed 
book bags' contribution to the problem. The 
students asked children ages 10 to 13 to stand 
on a platform that measures force. The chil 
dren stepped from the platform onto a high 
step, simulating stepping onto a school bus, 
then stepped down the other side, back onto 
the force platform. The children did the task 
three times, once with no book bag; once with 
backpacks loaded with books equaling 15 per 
cent of their body weight; and once with

backpacks loaded with books equaling 20 per 
cent of their body weight.

The students observed that the heavier the 
backpack, the greater the force children 
exerted to step up, and there was a trend 
toward greater impact forces when they 
stepped back down.

"Your body tries to keep the center of mass 
between the feet, so with a backpack, the 
trunk is in a more forward position, placing 
abnormal forces on the spine," Dr. Franklin 
said. "This requires shifting the head forward, 
too, but this would mean looking down rather 
than forward. You compensate by bringing the 
head up, which makes part of the neck curve 
to a greater extent. It's very stressful on the 
neck."

Dr. Franklin said parents and educators can 
take several steps to minimize the problem. 
The most important step, she said, is lighten 
ing the load. "Physical therapists advise that 
children carry loads no heavier than 15 per 
cent of their body weight," she said. A 100-lb. 
child, therefore, should carry a maximum of 
15 Ibs.; a 50-lb. child's load shouldn't exceed 
about 7 Ibs.

Rolling book bags are excellent choices, Dr. 
Franklin said, except that the extra weight and 
bulk cause problems when lifting them into or

out of a bus or car. The best alter 
native to a rolling book bag is a 
sturdy backpack with two padded 
straps, one for each shoulder. "The 
worst choice is a single-strap bag, such 
as an athletic bag, or any bag held on 
one shoulder or with one hand," she 
said. "This requires leaning the spine 
laterally, which may be detrimental to 
children with scoliosis."

Children should be taught to wear their 
backpacks correctly, which requires using 
both shoulder straps and carrying them as 
snugly against the body as possible. Some 
models have belts that fasten in front at the 
chest and/or waist, which aid in this effort, 
Dr. Franklin said. Bags should also correspond 
with the child's size; overly large backpacks 
sag toward the buttocks, stressing the lower 
back and shoulders.

Signs of an overly heavy or ill-fitting back 
pack include back pain, red marks from the 
straps and visibly poor posture. Torn or worn- 
out backpacks should be replaced immedi 
ately. Properly fitted and reasonably loaded 
backpacks, Dr. Franklin said, are essential to 
keep homework from being a pain.

Physical therapists recommend that 
backpack weights not exceed 15 

percent of a child's body weight. 
(Phil Jones photo illustration)
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Ask the Beeper!

How do I reserve a room for 
a function at the Alumni Center?

Medical College of Georgia students, employees, alumni and retirees 
and MCG Health, Inc. employees may reserve the banquet rooms in 
the Alumni Center on 15th Street by completing a reservation form 
available on the MCG forms repository at 
www.rficg.edu/forms/pdf/facilityuse.pdf. Banquet rooms and a 
kitchen can accommodate seating for 189 or a buffet with 400 stand 
ing. A $35-per-room fee and a $35 kitchen deposit are required for 
weekday events. An additional setup fee applies to weekend events. 
Parking is available at the Alumni Center and requires an additional 
reservation with Parking Services. All events must be MCG-related. 
Special procedures are required for events where alcohol will be 
served. For more information, contact Sandra Morgan at 
smorgan@mail.mcg.edu, or at ext. 1-2121.

In an effort to open the lines of communication around campus, the 
Beeper offers its spine-cracking research abilities to you in this feature, 
Ask the Beeper. We solicit your questions about MCG History, campus 
policy and other issues of curiosity. Simply ask via e-mail (eglad- 
den@mail.mcg.edu), voice mail (1-4410), fax (16725) or campus mail 
(FI1042) and you'll see an answer in the following Beeper. ; ;; ; :
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The Aesculapian:

Campus chronicle since 1946
The college yearbook is tradition 

ally a cherished possession for grad 
uates, as well as their children and 
succeeding generations. It is a way 
for alumni to relive their college 
experiences by remembering class 
mates, (acuity and the campus. For 
the institution it provides a unique 
chronicle of history.

The 1946-1948 Aesculapian, 
MCG's first yearbook, included the 
classes of 1947-51. Dr. Victor Moore, 
class of 1948, was editor and wrote, 
"Formerly included as a section of 
the Pandora, yearbook of the 
University of Georgia at Athens, the 
Medical School this year, for the first 
time, has an annual of its own. It is 
hoped that future years will find suc 
ceeding issues of this, the 
Aesculapian of the University of 
Georgia School ef Medicine." ——

Co-editor Carol Pryor, class of 
1947, suggested the book's name for 
Aesculapius, the Greek god of medi 
cine and healing. However the 
Aesculapian's symbol, a single ser 
pent coiled around a rough knotty 
staff, was not used until the 1951 
issue. The caduceus, a straight wand 
with wings entwined by two ser 
pents, was depicted in the first edi 
tion and often in subsequent issues. 
Its widespread usage, including by 
the U.S. Army Medical Corps, has 
made this recognizable as a medical 
emblem. However, the caduceus rep 
resents the Greek god Hermes, the 
messenger of the gods and the 
patron of trade. The staff of 
Aesculapius is considered the true 
symbol of the medical profession.

Drs. Moore and Pryor remember 
the yearbook to be a consuming and 
difficult task but well worth the 
effort. They cited an excellent staff 
and outstanding support and encour 
agement of Dean G. Lombard Kelly. 
The annual was dedicated to the 
memory of Dr. Joseph Krafka, Jr., 
class of 1933 and longtime professor

of histology 
embryology.

Dr. Kelly 
addressed the 
Aesculapian staff 
and student body 
in an introduc 
tory letter 
beginning, "It 
is a source of 
much pride 
and satisfac 
tion to realize that 

. our school has grown to the 
stature of producing an 
annual of its own. The 
inclusions in the 
University's annual, the 
Pandora, have been excel 
lent, but it will mean far 
more to our institution 
to have an individual 
publication than to be 
a small part of a large 
one."

"The blue print for a 
medical center on our campus has 
been definitely outlined. Let us all 
pull together in order to realize the 
fulfillment of the magnificent 
dream," read Dr. Kelly's concluding 
paragraph. Plans were already in 
motion for MCG to include a hospital 
and other health professional 
schools.

MCG's inclusion in the Pandora 
began in 1911, when MCG began a 
true affiliation with the University of 
Georgia. The section was designated 
for the Medical Department of the 
University of Georgia, MCG's name 
since 1873. In 1933 the name was 
changed to the University of Georgia 
School of Medicine. The last inclu 
sion in the Pandora was in 1949 
although some previous years were 
absent, including 1947 and 1948, 
because MCG students did not sub 
mit information.

The Aesculapian was published 
annually from 1950 to 1996 except

Moments in MCG History
Editor's Note: In anticipation of 2003 and the 175th anniversary of the founding of the 
Medical College of Georgia, each Beeper includes a series of historical articles to present 
the rich heritage of our institution. The goal of these stories submitted by MCG Medical 

Historian in Residence Dr. Lois T. Ellison is to bring to life the indomitable spirit, courage, 
commitment and leadership of those who have come before us and the human 
frailties of us all. To suggest a topic for this feature, contact Dr. Ellison, at 1-4013.

great

GROUNDBREAKING from page 1

facility to support scientific studies.
The projected 18-month construction will be managed by Turner 

Construction of Atlanta. Lord, Aeck & Sargent, also of Atlanta, designed the 
building.

Invited guests at the groundbreaking ceremony included Rep. Jack 
Connell; Regent Joe Frank Harris; Regent J. Timothy Shelnut; Sen. Charles 
W. Walker; Dr. Julius S. Scott Jr., special assistant to the MCG president for 
diversity initiatives; and Dr. Francis J. Tedesco, MCG president emeritus.

for the combined issue for 
1978/1979 in celebration of 

MCG's 150th

anniversary. The School of Nursing 
first appeared in.the 1958 issue, 
Graduate Studies in 1967, School of 
Allied Health Sciences in 1968 and 
School of Dentistry in 1970. 
In 1993, publication of the yearbook 
was in jeopardy. Keith Barrett, the 
editor, wrote in his editorial com 
ments that he was the only staff 
member and that the yearbook never 
would have been published had it 
not been for his wife, Jenifer. He 
urged students to get involved so 
that the publication could be contin 
ued. Three more issues were pro 
duced. Hossain Alavi was co-editor 
with Nancy Hendrix in 1994 and edi 

tor in 1995.
Top, the 1946-1948 Aesculapian, Rose xran 

the first issue of the MCG yearbook. ancj Rjck 
Below, the 1951 Aesculapian show- powell were 

ing the staff of Aesculapius, the true co-editors 
symbol of the medical profession. for tjje nnai

edition.
According to - Dr. Randy 

Butterbaugh, director of Student 
Affairs, the trend among many col 
leges is to not have a yearbook. He 
explains that it is very expensive and 
MCG students apparently do not 
have the time or the commitment for 
the work required. Another problem 
was that many students did not 
bother to get their copy of the year 
book. The MCG Web site contains a 
pictorial directory of students and 
faculty.

The Aesculapian collection con 
tains photographs of MCG students 
from the class of 1947 to the fresh 
man class of 1999. These publica 
tions also include photographs of 
faculty, organizations, campus and 
candid shots of student activities. We 
owe a great debt to the students who 
produced these yearbooks.

30-day cash advance
INTEREST-FREE!

WE OFFER:
• 30-Day Cash Advance

(first-time customers get your first 
30-day advance INTEREST-FREE 
when paid off on time - with this ad only)
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• Starter Loans
• Fast Friendly Service

We have the money you need 
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ALL LOANS SUBJECT TO OUR LIBERAL CREDIT POLICY AND LIMITATIONS IF ANY
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When you need $$$

1 Mima caa HCIcome see us!
$25 OFF!

New customers get
$25 off first 

advance when you
pay off on time 

(with this ad only)

EMPIRE FINANCIAL SERVICES • 903 6REENE ST • 724-1836
ALL LOANS SUBJECT TO OUR LIBERAL CREDIT POLICY AND LIMITATIONS IF ANY

APARTMENTS
Stevens Creek 
Commons Marks Church

Commons868-5020
868-0889Spacious 1 & 3 bedroom suites

Short-term furnished apts
SPECIALS FOR MCG STAFF AND STUDENTS
Great roommate floorplans

Corcoran Management Company
No pets please • Equal Housing Opportunity 
www.corcoranipts.com • www.rent.net

'COME BY FOR A TOUR TODAY!

HCCU
Health Center Credit Union
Serving the Medical and Education Community since 1976

»

Checking 
Savings
Certificate Accounts 
Auto Loans 
Mortgage Loans 
Home Equity Lines of Credit 
VISA Credit Cards 
VISA Check Cards
Discount tickets to Regal and Evans 12 Cinemas, 

Six Flags, Riverbanks Zoo, and Whitewater tickets

Main Office • MCG 
HB 1010 
721-2605

Annex II Branch 
HT 1010 
721-1203

Health Center Credit Union • We have a way with money!

Dr. Davis receives Georgia Lung 
Association research award

Dr. W. Bruce Davis, chief of the 
Section of Pulmonary and Critical 
Care at the 
Medical College of 
Georgia, is the 
recipient of the 
American Lung 
Association of 
Georgia 2002 
Research Award 
for his leadership 
in the associa- Dr. V. Bruce Davis 
tion's research programs at the state 
and national levels.

"Dr. Davis bringrboth knowledge 
and a national reputation of excel 
lence to the ALAG research pro 
gram," said Charles White, chief 
executive officer of the American 
Lung Association of Georgia.

Dr. Davis, who also is chief of the 
Pulmonary Division of the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Augusta, 
chairs the Georgia lung association's 
Research Committee and is a grant 
reviewer for the American Lung 
Association, the American Lung 
Association of Georgia and the 
Veterans Administration Merit 
Program. He is a reviewer for the 
American Journal of Respiratory and 
Critical Care Medicine, Annals of 
Internal Medicine, Journal of Clinical 
Investigation, Journal of Applied 
Physiology, New England Journal of 
Medicine and Chest.

He came to MCG in 1992 from 
Ohio State University. He is a 1975 
graduate of Emory University 
Medical School and completed his 
internal medicine residency and pul 
monary medicine fellowship at 
Georgetown University. He was a 
senior staff fellow at the Pulmonary 
Branch of the National, Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute before joining the 
faculty of Ohio State in 1983.

Dr. Bell named Georgia Cancer 
Coalition Scholar

Dr. Beverly A. 
Bell, a pediatric 
hematologist-' 
oncologist anu 
cancer researcher 
at the Medical 
College of Georgia, 
has been named a 
Georgia Cancer 
Coalition Disting 
uished Cancer Clinician 
Scientist.

Dr. Bell, whose primary goal at 
MCG is to enhance access to innova 
tive treatments for childhood can 
cers, is the seventh Georgia Cancer 
Coalition Scholar at MCG. The coali 
tion is an initiative of Gov. Roy

Dr. Beverly A. Bell
and

Barnes to improve cancer preven 
tion, treatment and research in the 
state.

"Childhood cancers, like most dis 
eases that impact children, share 
some of the same names but very lit 
tle else with the cancers we see in 
adults," said Dr. David M. Stern, 
dean of the School of Medicine. 
"Research and treatment targeting 
the specific needs of children with 
cancer is fundamental to the Augusta 
and Athens communities' war on 
cancer at all fronts," he said, refer 
encing the Augusta-Athens Regional 
Cancer Center under development by 
the two cities, MCG and the 
University of Georgia. In June, the 
center was one of eight in the state to 
receive a planning grant from Gov. 
Barnes' Georgia Cancer Coalition ini 
tiative.

"We want to extend clinical trials 
and research in all directions in chil 
dren," Dr. Bell said, noting the dra 
matic increases in survival rates from 
childhood cancers over the last few 
decades because of such an aggres 
sive approach in pediatric oncology. 
Dr. Bell came to MCG in January 
from Alberta, Canada where she was 
associate professor in the 
Department of Pediatric Hematol- 
ogy/Oncology at the University of 
Alberta in Edmonton and senior spe 
cialist, acting director and principal 
investigator at the Cross Cancer 
Institute. She served on the faculty of 
Emory University School of Medicine 
from 1984 to 1997.

She is a graduate of the University 
of Alberta and completed her pedi 
atric training at Montreal Children's 
Hospital at McGill University in 
Montreal and Alberta Children's 
Hospital at the University of Calgary 
in Calgary. She completed her pedi 
atric hematology-oncology fellow 
ship at Montreal Children's Hospital 
and a fellowship in hematology- 
oncology at Royal Victoria Hospital 
also at McGill University.

She serves on several committees 
of the Children's Oncology Group 
involved in developing new drug 
treatments for acute lymphocytic and 
acute myelocytic leukemia.

Dr. Bell has served as a consultant 
to the National Hemophilia 
Foundation Education Committee. 
She is a manuscript reviewer for the 
American Journal of Pediatric 
Hematology-Oncology, the Inter 
national Journal of Pediatric Hema- 
tology/Oncology and News Update 
in Pediatric Hematology/Oncology. 
She is on the editorial board of 
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology 
Forum.

Arthritis camp debuts in Georgia
. The Medical College of Georgia 
Children's Medical Center held an

arthritis camp Aug. 9-11 for CMC 
patients ages 7-17. Campers swam, 
golfed, hiked, boated and made 
ceramics at Camp Twin Lakes in 
Rutledge, Ga.

Juvenile arthritis is incurable and 
can significantly impair quality of 
life.

"The camp gave these children 
time away from parents, giving them 
an opportunity to interact with oth 
ers who know what they are experi 
encing," said Dana Cook, a pediatric 
rheumatology nurse. "Most of all, it 
was a time for them to just have 
fun."

Administrative director of 
Ambulatory Care Surgical Services 
named

Michael Dixon was recently 
named administrative director of 
Ambulatory Care Surgical Services 
for MCG Health, Inc.

He will manage the operation of 
ambulatory care surgical services, 
which includes the departments of 
general surgery, urology, plastic sur 
gery and ear-nose-throat.

Mr. Dixon was formerly adminis 
trator at the East Baltimore Medical 
Center, part of the Johns Hopkins 
Health System, and administrator of 
the Division of Gastroenterology at 
Georgetown University Medical 
Center in Washington, D.C.

MCG nursing anesthesia students, 
faculty noted at national meeting

Students and faculty of the 
Medical College of Georgia School of 
Nursing were honored at the annual 
meeting of the American Association 
of Nurse Anesthetists.

Graduate students Michete Bork 
and Troy Conner were selected 
Young Gun speakers, as part of a 
program started by the AANA last 
year to introduce new nurse anes 
thetists and senior students to speak 
ing at the national level. As a Young 
Gun, the students worked with a fac 
ulty mentor to refine their presenta 
tions. Ms. Bork and Mr. Connor 
presented Total Electrical Failure in 
the Operating Room, a report based 
on a simulation designed and imple 
mented in MCG's anesthesia simula 
tion lab.

Jim Leonard, a second-year stu 
dent, presented a poster on a qualita 
tive study he conducted with Dr. 
Jessica Jamison from North Carolina 
State University Department of 
Communications titled, Conflict 
Management Practices of Nurse 
Anesthetists and Anesthesiologists. 
Jason Butler, a second-year student, 
presented a poster, Characterizing 
Nurse Anesthesia Workload, as part 
of Dr. Fred Lupien's research on 
adapting NASA human performance 

See MILESTONES page 7
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measurement techniques for use in 
anesthesia. Dr. Lupien is chairman 
of adult nursing. Jason also was one 
of 40 students selected to participate 
in the Student College Bowl 
Competition among the nearly 800 
students who attended the meeting. 
Judy Graham-Garcia, a second-year 
student, received the Joyce Kelley 
scholarship, a nationally competitive 
award presented to an outstanding 
student.

Melanie Register, a second-year 
student, received the Georgia 
Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
scholarship, awarded to an outstand 
ing student who attends school in 
Georgia, or is a Georgia resident 
studying outside of Georgia. Melanie 
also won the AANA's student writing 
contest for a paper on the simulation 
model she developed to demonstrate 
the effects of varying degrees of 
intrapulmonary shunt on cardiac 
output and arterial oxygenation.

Liz Monti, acting program coordi 
nator of nursing anesthesia, was 
awarded the $5,000 Palmer Carrier 
Doctoral Scholarship to support her 
dissertation research on rural anes 
thesia practice characteristics. She 
also presented results from her stud 
ies.

Additionally, MCG Children's 
Medical Center nurse anesthetists 
Christina Mondy and Jill Nesley pre 
sented posters at the conference. Ms. 
Mondy presented Vomiting after 
Strabismus Surgery in Pediatric 
Patients from research by Dr. Eugene 
Betts, and Laurie Yates, a certified 
registered nurse anesthetist. Ms. 
Nesley presented Vomiting After 
Tonsillectomy in Pediatric Patients 
from research she conducted with 
Ms. Mondy and Dr. Betts.

The nursing anesthesia program's 
Send Our Students campaign raised 
$4,000 to defray travel expenses for 
16 graduate students to attend the

meeting in Orlando, Fla., Aug. 3-7. 
The School of Graduate Studies con 
tributed nearly $2,000 to support 
students who presented their 
research.

Obituaries

Clarence E. Lewis, a retired 
groundskeeper, died July 2, at age 
82. Mr. Lewis served MCG for 9 
years. A native of Evans, Mr. Lewis 
was a member of Trinity Baptist 
Church. He was a WWII veteran, 
who served as Staff Sergeant in the 
U.S. Army with the 36th Armored 
Infantry and was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, The Purple Heart, 
the American Defense Service 
Ribbon and the European African 
Middle Eastern Ribbon with three 
Battle Stars for Normandy, North 
France and Rhineland. Survivors 
include daughters Eleanor Shelton, 
Edith Fitzgerald and Sandra 
Voivedich; brothers James Lewis and 
Billy Lewis; sisters Mary Bargeron, 
Grace Story, Doris Turner, Helen 
Crawford, Eunice Newman, Martha 
Story and Lillie Mae Snyr; seven 
grandchildren and eight great grand 
children.

Daniel Webster Florence, hus 
band of Gwendolyn Florence, retired 
from academic affairs, died July 5, at 
age 71. Mr. Florence is survived by 
his wife; daughters Laurie Beard and 
Melissa James; sons Bryan Florence 
and Glenn Florence; sisters Margaret 
Jean Taylor, Janis Bailey and Vera 
Hagler; brothers Alex Florence and 
Lester Florence; and six grandchil 
dren. He was a member of Hopeful 
Baptist Church of Blythe, and a mem 
ber and past president of the Briar 
Creek Hunting Club. He served in the 
U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict 
and was a retired reactor supervisor 
with Savannah River Plant. Memorial 
contributions may be made to 
Hopeful Baptist Church Building 
Fund, Winter Rd, Blythe, Ga.

Newsbriefs
Beeper deadline

The deadline for the Sept. 5 Beeper 
is Aug. 28. Deadline for the Sept. 19 
issue is Sept. 11. Please send story 
ideas or announcements to Beeper 
Editor Ellen Gladden, FI-1042 (cam 
pus mail), ext. 1-4410 (phone), 
egladden@mail.mcg.edu, (e-mail). 
Advertising inquiries should be 
addressed to publisher Dan Pearson, 
P.O. Box 397 Augusta, Ga., 30903- 
0397 or call 860-5455.

Horse show benefits 
Camp Rainbow

The Medical College of Georgia 
Children's Medical Center will host 
the ninth annual Camp Rainbow 
Benefit Open Horse Show Saturday, 
Sept.7, at the Hippodrome Horse 
Complex in North Augusta.

Registration begins at 8 a.m. with 
the opening ceremony at 9 a.m. 
Classes include English, Western, 
Championship and Exhibition, with 
awards for first through sixth place. 
Entry fees are $5 for standard 
classes, $10 for the Championship 
class and $2 for the Exhibition class. 
Spectators are admitted free. A nega 
tive Coggins Test is required for 
horses' admittance to the 
Hippodrome. Equestrians of all ages 
are welcome.

Camp Rainbow is a free annual 
summer camp for CMC patients with 
cancer or a rare blood disease.

For more information or to volun 
teer, call 1-4004.

Border Bash returns to Riverwalk
Swingin' entertainment, cheer 

leaders and die-hard fans mark the 
return of the ninth annual University 
of Georgia/University of South 
Carolina Border Bash to Riverwalk's 
Eighth Street Plaza on Friday, Sept. 
13, at 6:30 p.m.

The event features the Swingin'

TOP-NOTCH CAR WASH
BUY ONE, GET ONE

CHOOSE ANY TOP-NOTCH CARWASH AND GET 
ANOTHER JUST LIKE IT FREE - WITH THIS COUPON

Expires September 20, 2002. May not be combined 
with any other offer, coupon or promotion. Must present this coupon.

MARTINEZ

3853 Washington
Rd 

868-1550

AUGUSTA 
MALL

3425 Wrightsboro
Rd 

738-1300

COMPLETE DETAIL JOB

1/2 OFF
GET A COMPLETE TOP-NOTCH DETAIL JOB AND GET ANOTHER 

JUST LIKE IT FOR HALF PRICE - WITH THIS COUPON
HAND WAX, INTERIOR SHAMPOO, AND MORE. REG. PRICE: $69.95 MOST CARS
Expires September 20, 2002. May not be combined with any other offer,

coupon or promotion. Must present this coupon.

MARTINEZ

3853 Washington
Rd 

868-1550

AUGUSTA 
MALL

3425 Wrightsboro
Rd 

738-1300

Medallions, the UGA and USC cheer 
leaders and this year's newcomers, 
the Cat Daddies. Gates open at 5 
p.m., and admission is $5, with pro 
ceeds benefiting the Medical College 
of Georgia Children's Medical Center. 
Entry points will be at the Ninth 
Street fountain, Burum Street at 
Reynolds Street, Eighth Street at 
Reynolds Street and Eighth Street just 
off Riverwalk. Attendees are encour 
aged to bring lawn chairs and enjoy 
this year's expanded area. 

For more information, or to volun

teer, call 1-3957.

Kidney Early Education Program 
Aug. 24

The National Kidney Foundation 
of Georgia will host a free health 
screening and Kidney Early 
Evaluation Program Saturday, Aug. 
24, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Beulah Grove Community Resource 
Center, 1446 Linden Street, Augusta, 
Ga.

Clinicians are encouraged to refer 
See NEWSBRIEFS page 8

Full Service Auto Repairs 
Auto Air Specialists

(706) 722-3565
FAX (706) 722-3567

SMITTY'S AUTO SERVICE
Our Family Serving Yours Since 1936 

Shuttle Service Available

Chuck Smith, Pres. 
Certified Technician

1428 Gordon Hwy. 
Augusta, GA 30906

OLDTOWNE CANOES • PERCEPTION KAYAKS -YAKIMA RACKS • MAD RIVER CANOES 

CANOE & KAYAK X^?SS!!!^5!55S^\ RENTALS & SHUTTLE

Gear & More For The Great Outdoors
BIRKENSTOCK « PATAGONIA « THE NORTH FACE • CHACO SANDALS

2328 Washington Rd • 738-8500

tation Medid Students!
We will DOCTOR your lease to suit your program!

HUNTER'S RUN
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments 

706-737-8866

PETERSBURG PLACE )
1 & 2 Bedroom Townhouses 

706-860-0734

WYLDS WOODS
2 Bedroom Apartments 

706-738-2779

COLLIER MANAGEMENT Co., LLC
Large enough to serve you. ..Small enough to know you. 
.......... Serving, Augusta since 1963. .........
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adult patients with high blood pres 
sure or diabetes, or who have a par 
ent, grandparent, brother or sister 
with diabetes, high blood pressure or 
chronic kidney disease to attend the 
screening. Free blood pressure, 
weight, blood and urine tests will be 
offered. Participants will complete a 
screening questionnaire detailing 
personal and family medical history 
to determine risk factors for kidney 
disease and will have an exit inter 
view with a physician. The National 
Kidney Foundation of Georgia will 
contact participants with test results. 
For more information, contact Dr. 
Pamela Fall at 1-2861 or 3-8052. For 
more information about the National 
Kidney Foundation of Georgia, call 
(770) 452-1539 or (800) 633-2339 or 
visit www.nkfg.org.

Study seeks asthmatic adults
The Medical College of Georgia 

.Section of Pulmonary and Critical 
Care is studying a new long-term 
treatment for asthmatic adults. The 
12-week study will compare an 
inhaled steroid used alone to an 
inhaled steroid combined with a 
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory pill.

ADSI MOVING SYSTEMS 
UNITED VAN LINES

DEPENDABLE SERVICE • EXPERIENCED, PROFESSIONAL CREWS 
SANITIZED VANS WITH SATELLITE TRACKING SYSTEMS

CALL
FOR FREE ASSISTANCE 
AND CONSULTATION

UNtlED 
UNTTED 
UHFTED
Van Lines

The Quality Shows In Every Move We Make
AUGUSTA CALLING AREA

706-793-0186 ON THE WEB: 
adsiunited.com

TOLL-FREE NATIONWIDE

888-299-0186

Participants must have moderate, 
persistent asthma for at least six 
months and will be compensated for 
their time.

For more information, call Betsy 
Willis at 1-7405.

Tournament to benefit 
SIDS research

The fourth annual Golf 
Tournament for Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome hosted by the Parker W. 
Sayles Foundation will be held 
Monday, Sept. 30 at the Rivertowne 
Country Club in Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 
Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. 
with the tee-off at 12:30 p.m. Fees 
are $85 per person and $340 per 
team with lunch, beverages and buf 
fet dinner included. Prizes include a 
Volkswagen Beetle, $5,000 cash and 
more. For more information or to 
make a tax-deductible donation, con 
tact Tamera Collier at (706) 394-9133.

Employee service pins available
MCG employees with 5, 10, 15, 20, 
25 or 30 years of service, who did not 
attend the Employee & Faculty 
Service Recognition Ceremony, can 
pick up a service pin and certificate 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the 
Annex Building, room 1103. All serv 
ice pins must be picked up by Friday, 
Aug. 30. For more information, con 
tact Laurie Bush at 1-3196 or 
laubush@mail.mcg.edu

Health Research Associates 
seminar

Dr. Diane Hatchell of Health 
Research Associates will provide 45- 
minute individual faculty consulta 
tions Monday, Aug. 26 and Tuesday, 
Aug. 27 about developing fundable 
grant proposals to external sponsors.

Faculty members preparing new 
proposals, revising previous applica 
tions for resubmission and/or 
strengthening research activities after 
completing post-tenure review are 
encouraged to participate; those 
already in consultation with Health 
Research Associates may continue 
that arrangement. To schedule an 
appointment, contact Tamiko 
Hamblin in the Office of Grants and 
Contracts via e-mail at thamblin 
©mail.mcg.edu For more informa 
tion, contact Wanda Prince, grants 
program administrator, or Betty 
Aldridge, director, Office of Grants 
and Contracts, at 1-2592.

Practice management seminar for 
residents

All Medical College of Georgia resi 
dents are invited to a practice man

agement seminar Friday, Aug. 30, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Alumni 
Center.

Gates, Moore & Company, a health 
care consulting organization that 
assists physicians and hospitals in 
establishing, integrating and manag 
ing practices, will give information 
about setting up one's first practice. 
The MCG Offices of Recruitment and 
Retention and Graduate Medical 
Education will host the seminar, 
which is co-sponsored by the 
Southern Medical Association.

A continental breakfast and lunch 
will be provided. For more informa 
tion and registration, call Elizabeth 
Crans in the Office of Graduate 
Medical Education, at 1-0941.

Smoking-Cessation Program
The Family Medicine Center offers 

the American Cancer Society's 
Freshstart Smoking Cessation 
Program Wednesdays at 10 a.m. The 
program is free and open to every 
one. Emphasizing an individualized 
approach to quitting, the program 
offers education, encouragement and 
ongoing support for those who are 
ready to be freed from tobacco. For 
more information, call Ginger Mosely 
at 1-6199.

Sing about it
MCG faculty, staff and students 

with vocal talent are needed for a 
new MCG chorus. For more informa 
tion contact Wilma Sykes-Brown at 
1-2522 or wsykes@mail.mcg.edu, or 
Marilee Grecian at 1-9910 or mcree- 
lan@mail.mcg.edu.

Lend a hand in an emergency
The Georgia 4 Disaster Medical 

Assistance Team is looking for all 
types of health care workers to vol 
unteer emergency medical assis 
tance. Time commitments vary and 
all amounts of participation are 
accepted. For more information con 
tact Beth NeSmith at 1-3153 or Jane 
Williams at 1-4951.

Confidential counseling
MCG's Employee/Faculty Assist 

ance Program offers up to six confi 
dential counseling sessions to MCG 
employees and their immediate fam 
ily at no charge. The counseling ses 
sions may cover any area of concern, 
whether personal or work related. 
The program is located in the FE 
building, 844 Chafee Avenue and is 
open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more 
information or to make an appoint 
ment, call 1-2599.

Look for your Beeper reader survey!
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Campus beat
The following incident was recorded by the MCG Public Safety Department. Periodic reports 
of crime-related news on campus are posted in conjunction with federal, state and local laws 
and are intended to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report crimes or suspicious 
activity, call MCG Public Safety at 1-2911 or #2911 from a cellular phone.

A black 1978 Chevrolet Monte Carlo was reported stolen Aug. 14 from the CMC Parking Deck. The vehicle was last 
seen parked on the first level of the deck on Aug. 13 at 3:15 p.m. The CMC Parking Deck is located on Harper Street 
next to the Children's Medical Center (BT). Contact MCG Police at 1-2911 with any additional information.

Students asked to make safety a priority
As Medical College of Georgia stu 

dents converge on campus to begin a 
new school year, the MCG Public 
Safety Division reminds them to be 
careful out there.

MCG, with its own 35-officer 
police force, is one of the safest uni 
versity campuses anywhere, and 
Chief of Police Bill McBride wants to 
keep it that way.

"The environment here is very, 
very, safe," he said "Over the years, 
as we've built up the police depart 
ment, the campus has become incre- 
mentally safer and safer. But we are 
in the middle of an urban area and 
we do have crime."

Most campus crimes (thefts and 
breaking into parked cars are the 
most common) are committed by 
people unaffiliated with the campus, 
Chief McBride said. "Students 
should wear their MCG identification 
badges wherever they go," he said. 
"That's not to hassle them; that's so 
we can tell who is supposed to be 
here from who is not supposed to be 
here. It really helps protect them."

Although the university is public, 
MCG police officers are authorized to 
issue trespassing warnings and tick 
ets to those who don't have a legiti 
mate reason to be on campus. "It 
sends the message that MCG isn't a

user-friendly place for thieves." Mr. 
McBride said.

The police force further bolsters 
safety by continually patrolling the 
10-acre campus, monitoring traffic, 
enforcing speed limits, housing an 
office in most campus dormitories, 
monitoring the library when it closes 
and providing 24-hour escort service 
upon request. Those who want to be 
escorted from one campus location 
to another (for instance from the 
library to a car or dormitory) are 
asked to call public safety at ext. 1- 
2911 approximately 20 minutes 
before they plan to leave. Those

See CAMPUS BEAT page 17

Completely Different
We enjoy making better 
products for our customers
So you can enjoy making 
better choices for your skin

Natural

1036 Broad St. 
724-6423

Mon - Wed 11:00 til 6:00 
Thu - Sat 11:00 til 10:00 p.m.

Treat yourself to a visit. We'll treat 
you to the "Cloud Nine Experience". 
We want you to try our products and 
see for yourself how wonderful they 
are before you choose the ones that 
best suit your skin type.

Get your free trial size sample of our 
new facial exfoliant with any purchase.

MCG Human Resources Division 
offers Brown Bag training:

* Wednesday, Sept. 4, noon to 1 p.m., in the Human Resources Division 
Training Room (HS 1151), Achieving Financial Success: financial goal setting, 
net worth, cash flow, dollar-cost averaging, diversification, asset allocation 
and tips for reducing taxes. The presenter will be Tom Kalliokoski with 
American Express Financial Advisors, Inc.
* Tuesday, Sept. 17, noon to 1 p.m. in the Magnolia Room of Terrace Dining, 
All Weather Strategies for Investing: techniques to reduce volatility and pre 
pare stock portfolios for the future regardless of near-term market conditions. 
The presenter will be Dr. J. Larry Hornsby with A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.
* Wednesday, Oct. 9, noon to 1 p.m. in the Magnolia Room of Terrace Dining: 
Sound Concepts for Women Investors: information for novice to experienced 
women investors. Topics include establishing a time frame for investment 
goals, designing a portfolio to fight inflation, establishing and maintaining an 
asset allocation strategy and implementing tax strategies to help with retire 
ment planning. The presenter will be Dr. J. Larry Hornsby with A.G. 
Edwards & Sons, Inc.

* Wednesday, Oct. 30, noon to 1 p.m. in the Magnolia Room of Terrace 
Dining, Fundamentals of Investing: tips to reduce taxes and keep more earn 
ings, protect savings from a decline in buying power, accumulate wealth 
while reducing risk, build a fund for retirement or other goals and make more 
informed decisions about money. The presenter will be Dr. J. Larry Hornsby 
with A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.

All sessions are free but registration is required. To register, contact Laurie 
Bush, Training Coordinator, at 1-3196 or e-mail laubush@mail.mcg.edu

Daniel Village Barber Shop
2522 Wrightsboro Road • 736-7230

We're the reason 

men don't wear

these 

things 

anymore.-

STOP BY TO HELP US CELEBRATE 5 YEARS AT
OUR "NEW LOCATION (SEE MAP BELOW) AND

YOU JUST MIGHT WIN A $500 US SAVINGS BOND!
Q: Has any Atlanta Braves pitcher ever struck out 4 batters in one inning?
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"Look what I grew I
The Beeper's first annual Garden Contest was a success! Thanks to all contributing gardeners 
sharing the fruits of your labor. Winners should contact Dan Pearson at 860-5455 or via e-mail at 
graphicadv@knology.net to claim prizes.

Linda Griffine, administrative manager in 
lab animal services, swings into first 

place in the Most Athletic Vegetable cat 
egory with this photo of her "baseball 

bat squash," also known as yellow 
squash. Her juicy produce has earned 

her a Green Thumb West gift certificate.

Todd Goff, a research 
assistant in anatomic pathol 
ogy, sizzles into first place in 
the Hottest Produce category 
with his jaloro jalapenos and 
Charleston hot cayenne peppers, 
He also submitted the Longest, 
Most U-shaped squash the contest 
saw - his summer squash seen above. 
For his hard work, Mr. Goff has won a 
California Dreaming gift certificate

MCG Horticulturist Tab 
Carter (who, granted, has 
the advantage of actually 
having been born with a 
green thumb) will receive 
a (what else?) Green 
Thumb West gift certifi 
cate for her tomatoes, 
which won the 
Produce With the Most 
Game category.

MCG retiree Geraldine Pinker takes home a Borders Books gift certificate in the Most 
Unique Vegetable category for submitting this photo of her mirlitons, also known as 
chayote squash or vegetable pears. She notes these mild flavored squash are good 
raw in salad, added to a stir-fry, stuffed with seafood or sausage, or in chow chow.

Deborah Diles, an administrative specialist in lab animal services, has won a Juice 
gift certificate in the Most Conjoined Vegetable Category for sharing her Siamese 
carrots. "Siamese carrots are simply carrots that haven't been thinned out while 
growing and they have just twisted around each other. Some of them are actually 
forked while others are crooked," she described.

See page 14 for more garden 
contest prize
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M.D./Ph.D student brings lifetime of learning
Ton/ fia/rer

She has yet to earn her first graduate degree, but 
Alexis Simpkins already is making science.

It was the summer between her junior and senior 
years at Augusta State University and she was spending 
it down the road at the Medical College of Georgia 
learning more about what it's like to be a scientist.

She had another incentive as.well: she had to com 
plete an honors thesis to graduate from Augusta State. 
Working with Dr. Susan C. Pagan, a faculty member at 
the University of Georgia College of Pharmacy and 
adjunct professor of neurology at MCG, Miss Simpkins 
got the opportunity.

Through MCG's Undergraduate Research 
Apprenticeship Program the duo did an assay, or analy 
sis, that measures the hemorrhage that can occur in 
stroke patients after taking the clot-buster, t-PA.

"How in the world can you tell if a drug works or not 
if you can't measure (the blood)? My project was to 
determine the utility of that assay," said the 22-year-old 
who would not only find the flaw of this assay but con 
tinue her studies with Dr. Pagan to help find a test that 
would work.

"Unassuming ... even-keeled ... reliable ... creative 
problem-solver ... hard working ... wonderful person," 
are some of the terms that come to Dr. Pagan's mind as

SMURP:
A summer 
of science

Toni Baker

As a child, Janessa Ellis liked mix 
ing ingredients in the kitchen, not to 
eat the results, just to see what they 
were.

"I enjoy asking why and trying to 
figure out how," said Miss Ellis, who 
this fall begins her senior year as a 
biology major at Stetson University 
near Orlando, Fla.

This summer she took her natural 
inquisitiveness to the laboratory of 
Dr. Ann Schreihofer, neuroscientist 
at the Medical College of Georgia, to 
help explore fundamental hows and 
whys of the brain's roles in blood 
pressure regulation.

Her -queries took her deep inside

she describes the young woman who has now worked 
with her for two years.

As of Aug. 5, she can add M.D./Ph.D. student to the 
list.

A go-getter by anyone's definition, Ms. Simpkins has 
taken advantage of essentially every preparatory pro 
gram MCG has to offer - and then some - while com 
pleting an honors program in chemistry at Augusta 
State.

She has participated in the Summer MCG 
Undergraduate Research Program, or SMURP, for all col 
lege students interested in biomedical sciences and the 
MCG Undergraduate Research Program, or McGURP, for 
students at Paine College and Augusta State. She's also 
participated in the Office of Special Academic Programs' 
Summer Educational Enrichment Program for under- 
represented minorities interested in health sciences and 
its Prematriculation Program for students who already 
have been accepted to MCG in addition to its research 
apprentice program where she first met Dr. Pagan. But 
she wasn't done yet. She graduated from Augusta State 
in December 2001 and went back to work in Dr. Pagan's 
lab - along with a second job at the child-care center 
her mother runs.
Her work won her the Ned Holsten Honors Program 
Award for the best honors thesis at Augusta State, a stu-

See M.D./PH.O. page 13

Janessa Ellis, right, spent the summer working with Dr. Ann Schreihofer as part of 
the Summer MCG Undergraduate Research Program. (Phil Jones photo)

the brain stem to the CVLM - the 
caudal ventrolateral medulla - an 
area that helps control blood pres 
sure by inhibiting or activating the 
sympathetic nervous system, also 
called the autonomic nervous system 
because it can work automatically. 

"Most of the function of the sym 
pathetic nervous system is out of 
your control and something you are

not aware of," said Dr. Schreihofer, 
who came to MCG in September 
from the University of Virginia. "But 
there are things you can do to 
increase it. If you get excited or upset 
or stressed, your sympathetic nerv 
ous system is activated. It can cause 
dilation of the pupils, increased heart 
rate, sweating, all those things."

See SMURP page 1 6

M.D./Ph.D student Alexis Simpkins, right, with her mentor, Dr. Susan C. Fagan. 
(Phil Jones photo)

OT student receives scholarship
Nikeesha Dickson, a senior in 

the Medical College of Georgia 
Department of Occupational 
Therapy, has received a $2,000 
scholarship from Vought Aircraft 
Industries Inc.

The scholarship was one of eight 
given nationwide to academically 
outstanding college juniors and 
seniors whose parents or grandpar 
ents are active employees of 
Vought, the world's largest inde 
pendent supplier of aerostructures.

The scholarship program is 
sponsored by Vought Aircraft

Industries, the Vought Aircraft 
Management Association, United 
Aerospace Workers Local 848, 
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 20, 
International Security, Police and 
Fire Professionals of American 
Local 263, the Margo Parker 
Scholarship Fund and the Gordon 
and Nina Williams Scholarship 
Fund.

Ms. Dickson graduated from 
Baldwin High School in 
Milledgeville, Ga.,in 1997.
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Dr. Richard C. Venema (left) and Dr. John D. Catravas have received American Heart 
Association and National Institutes of Health funding. (Phil Jones photo)

Studies identify 
new cardiovascular 
treatment tools

Toni Baker

A sort of biochemical scaffold for a compound that enables blood pressure 
to be low, heart bypass grafts to remain open, and nerves to communicate 
has been identified by Medical College of Georgia researchers.

Researchers say identifying the framework for how these and other posi 
tive health benefits occur should help them find ways to identify new treat 
ments for cardiovascular disease, which may result when the support 
structure falls apart.

"It's a whole new ball game," Dr. John D. Catravas, director of the Vascular 
Biology Center, said of the findings, which contradict previous understanding 
of how the compound, cyclic GMP, is ultimately produced. Cyclic GMP also 
helps keep blood vessels open and enables penile erection.

Dr. Catravas and biochemist and molecular biologist Dr. Richard C. 
Venema recently received funding from the American Heart Association and 
the National Institutes of Health to study how the scaffold they have found is 
assembled.

They found the scaffold while studying the endothelial and smooth muscle 
cells - the two major cell types within blood vessels - in healthy animals. 
They discovered, not surprisingly, nitric oxide synthase, which produces 

1 nitric oxide, the short-lived gas that activates the enzyme guanylate cyclase, 
or sGC, a key to the production of cyclic GMP. In fact, heart drugs such as 
nitroglycerin work by stimulating sG6 to produce cyclic GMP.

They also found the heat shock protein 90, or hsp 90, - one of the ubiqui 
tous heat shock proteins - that makes nitric oxide synthase more efficient in 
producing nitric oxide.

What they didn't expect was to find that the three substances combined to 
form an efficient biochemical structure that makes sGC readily available to 
support the positive benefits of cyclic GMP.

Prior to the findings by MCG researchers, it was believed that only hsp 90 
and nitric oxide synthase were packaged together, that the resulting nitric 
oxide would essentially float away in search of sGC. But in fact, that may be 
the disassembled structure that can precipitate or augment cardiovascular 
disease, Dr. Catravas said.

See RESEARCHERS page 13
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M.D./PH.D. ... from page 11

dent scholarship in cerebrovascular 
disease from the American Stroke 
Association's Stroke Council and 
much more.

"After I had done the research I 
said, This is very cool and I can't 
imagine doing my medical career 
without including some aspect of 
research,'" said Miss Simpkins. 
Those words are music to the ears 
of Dr. Leslie Fuchs, director of the 
University System of Georgia 
M.D./Ph.D program. The program, 
which began at MCG in 1988, 
expanded in 1995 to include the 
other research universities in the 
system - Georgia Institute of 
Technology, University of Georgia 
and Georgia State University - for 
the Ph.D work. "That gives the stu 
dents a much wider variety of 
options and it makes us a stronger 
program," Dr. Fuchs said.

All of the participants complete 
their first two years of pre-clinical 
courses at MCG; many of the 
courses count toward their Ph.D. 
After their first year, they do a sum 
mer research rotation with a pro 
gram mentor. After two years with 
coursework fresh on their minds, 
they officially begin their Ph.D. 
work. Although many of the stu 
dents have opted to stay at MCG to 
do that, Dr. Fuchs is encouraging 
them to broaden their horizons 
when appropriate. Once they finish 
up their Ph.D. work, it's time to 
complete their medical school edu

cation with two years of clinical 
rotations. The whole program takes 
about eight years. Most then opt for 
additional training with a resi 
dency, postdoctoral fellowship or 
both.

"This is "^ unique student, the 
kind of student who can do clinical 
work and the basic science work," 
Dr. Fuchs said. "They have to 
develop clinical skills, but they also 
learn to develop hypotheses and be 
creative in the lab and it's two com 
pletely different ways of thinking. 
They come out a well-rounded indi 
vidual."

Ms. Simpkins is one of only four 
students starting the program this 
year, a number Dr. Fuchs and the 
Admissions Committee whittled 
from 40 applicants; they hope to 
increase the applicant pool to 100 
next year. "We are recruiting these 
guys, really," and Dr. Fuchs wants 
the best available.

This small group is different in 
many ways from the fellow stu 
dents around them. Ms. Simpkins 
and her three classmates are 
counted among the 180 freshman 
medical students starting at MCG 
this year, but after two years, they 
will take a distinctive path. "What 
I've seen as the hardest time for 
them is when their classmates are 
going away into the clinics and 
they are going into the labs and 
starting research," Dr. Fuchs said. 
Another tough point can be the

transition, some four years later, 
into the clinics. Dr. Fuchs is work 
ing with Dr. Thomas A. Albritton, 
associate dean for curriculum in 
the School of Medicine, on a course 
that will ease that transition.

Another distinction for the stu 
dents is that, in keeping with the 
national norms, tuitions are waived 
and they are paid a stipend as they 
learn so they will not finish their 
arduous coursework in debt. Dr. 
Fuchs hopes to get extramural 
funding from the National 
Institutes of Health to pay those 
costs and help the program grow. 

  Looking at the long road ahead 
for these students, a logical ques 
tion could be, "Why do it?" But Ms. 
Simpkins more likely would ask, 
"How could you not?"

A woman whose mother, Bettie 
Jean Simpkins, taught her how to 
read at age 2, she has spent her life 
learning and loving it. Her earliest 
memories of science and medicine 
are wrapped in the warmth of a 
velour blanket and her father's 
arms as Samuel Simpkins carried 
her into the hospital for a tonsillec- 
tomy. The seizures that her oldest 
brother, Samuel Jr., experienced as 
a child are a constant reminder that 
there is more to learn.

And the summer programs and 
other hours spent at MCG made her 
know that she wanted to learn 
those things here.

RESEARCHERS ... from page 12

"The way we think it works right now is that this hsp 
90 is like a scaffold that allows sGC and nitric oxide syn- 
thase to attach," Dr. Catravas said. "You have one nitric 
oxide synthase sitting on the hsp 90 and you have an 
sGC molecule, which allows for a very, very close envi 
ronment for the nitric oxide to move to the sGC. This is 
very important because nitric oxide has a very short life 
and there are other compounds inside cells that, as soon 
as the nitric oxide is produced, they grab it and either 
inactivate it or turn it into a toxic compound."

And there's the rub. When sufficient nitric oxide isn't 
available to activate sGC, the unhealthy result can be 
production of one of the most potent self-made toxins in 
the body and resulting hypertension, heart and kidney 
disease and erectile dysfunction. "We propose that 
when the enzyme sGC is not part of the structure, this 
contributes to cardiovascular disease," Dr. Catravas 
said.

"We are saying that one of the reasons nitric oxide is 
more beneficial than detrimental in the body is because 
it doesn't have the opportunity to be attacked by other 
compounds and become a toxin because it's very close 
to its receptor, to the sGC enzyme that it stimulates and 
then creates all the good things that it does," he said.

They first confirmed the structure by using a process 
called immunoprecipitation, in which antibodies were 
used to try to pull each of the three proteins out of the 

j pjsjWjwtpa'sakk/'When we pulled down heat

shock protein 90, for example, it also pulled down sGC 
and nitric oxide synthase because they are all attached."

An NIH grant reviewer wanted to know if this union 
held up in an intact, living cell as well, rather than in a 
cell that is ground up for the purposes of immunopre 
cipitation where a chemical reaction could explain the 
close proximity of sGC.

So they used a process called co-localization to also 
study the relationship in a living cell, using fluorescent 
antibodies to the two proteins: the antibody for hsp 90 
was labeled green and an antibody for sGC was labeled 
red. The resulting yellow glow showed that the two pro 
teins were together in the living endothelial and smooth 
muscle cell.

The question remained: Does the form they found 
really affect function? So they also used drugs to inter 
fere with the scaffolding and the activity of the sGC 
enzyme decreased. "That is when we started thinking 
we had something important," Dr. Catravas said. -

Now they are looking to see exactly where hsp 90 and 
sGC bind and why sometimes they don't; possibly a 
mutation in heat shock protein 90 makes it difficult for 
the other two proteins to attach, they said.

"This is the hypothesis: when these two proteins 
move apart, that is when you worsen or precipitate car 
diovascular disease. We still have to prove this," Dr. 
Catravas said. "If this is true, it could very well change 
how we treat those diseases.'1   " •*''
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TOOTH-COLORED FILLINGS
The Department of Oral Rehabilitation needs patients 
who want tooth-colored fillings to treat new cavities or 
to replace fillings that are no longer acceptable. These 
subjects will participate in the clinical evaluation of two 
commercially available filling materials marketed to the 
dental profession as Single Bond and Bacon. Patients 
must be 21 or older, in good health and in need of mod 
erate fillings on back teeth. Patients must have at least 
two fillings thaty need to be placed. The Human 
Assurance Committee of the Medical College of 
Georgia has approved this study. Patients may benefit by 
having an improved smile. The study will last 
two (2) years. The restorations will be 
placed without charge to the subjects.

Principal Investigator:
Dr. William D. Browning

Department of Oral Rehabilitation

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT BARBARA CLIETT

(706) 721-0868
Mon-Fri 8 am - 5 pm
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Summer camps target health care needs
Students bring fun to asthma education

Respiratory therapy student Carol Hickock, standing, helps 
asthma camp students study airway anatomy. (Ellen Gladden 
photo)

Ellen Gladden

Champ Camp is more than learning 
about asthma. Just ask 11-year-old Rose 
Almeter. She's been attending the weeklong 
day camp since first grade.

"It's just a great time," she explained. 
"They teach you about asthma and what to 
do when you are in trouble, but we also get 
to swim and play games. I like archery the 
best."

Sponsored by the Northeast affiliate of 
the American Lung Association of Georgia, 
Champ Camp offers fun and education for 
children age 6-12 who require daily medica 
tion for their asthma. In between swim 
ming and macaroni art, kids spend time 
with Medical College of Georgia respiratory 
therapy students learning about respiratory 
disease and medication. 
Each morning the July camp at the August 
Jewish Community Center begins with

peak flow tests to assess the force of exha 
lation. Children learn the levels of a peak 
flow meter with a color-coded system 
where the green zone - their predicted or 
greatest peak flow to 80 percent of that - 
with no symptoms means it is OK to play. 
The yellow zone - 80 to 50 percent of pre 
dicted zone - means to take the inhaler, 
relax and test again. The dangerous red 
zone - less than 50 percent of peak flow - 
means to tell a parent and take medicine 
immediately.

"Technique is very important when mon 
itoring breathing and using asthma medi 
cine, so we start each day taking their peak 
flows and teaching the proper way to take 
medications," said Dr. Randy Baker, chair 
man of MCG's respiratory therapy depart 
ment. "On the last day of camp, students 
and faculty talk to parents about warning 
signs and symptoms on a personal level. 
Often we have to introduce the younger

children and their parents to warning signs 
like wheezing, because they aren't sure 
when they are in danger."

Meanwhile, MCG students learn from 
teaching. Since 1998, students have devel 
oped the curricula for campers as a part of 
a problem-based learning course. 
Educational games - like asthma baseball 
where batters must answer a question 
about asthma or airway anatomy to pro 
ceed to first base - are designed by students 
to help children understand their medical 
condition.

"I didn't realize how much work was 
involved," said rising senior Tiffany 
McCants. "We had to come up with a 
theme for the week as a group and then 
each (age) group got a different name and 
different packet for the week. It's been tir 
ing but fun. The challenge is trying to make 
learning fun."

See CAMP CHAMP page 16

Camp takes focus off living with HIV
Ellen Gladden

Dr. Barbara Kiernan and 
Christine Gordon spent their sum 
mer vacation performing many of 
the tasks their day jobs require - 
giving daily medications, breath 
ing treatments and tube feedings. 
But for these Medical College of 
Georgia nurses, swimming, skits 
and singing were also a part of the 
job July 7-11 at Camp High Five, a 
summer program for Georgia chil 
dren infected with and affected by 
HIV, the human immunodefi 
ciency virus.

In addition to staffing "Club 
Med," the camp's infirmary, Dr. 
Kiernan and Ms. Gordon shared 
laughter and good times with the 
50 children at Camp Twin Lakes in 
Rutledge, Georgia.

"The kids were basically thei 
for fun," said Dr. Kiernan, a pedi- 
atric nurse practitioner in the pedi- 
atric infectious disease section and 
assistant professor in the School of 
Nursing. "There was not a lot of 
focus on them having HIV. They 
formed friendships, participated in 
activities and had a good time just 
like children at other summer 
camps."

"Having kids myself - witnessing 
the amount of strength and courage 
these kids had to face on a regular

The Tree of Life helped Camp High Five partici 
pants remember those who have died of AIDS. 
(Photo provided)

said Christine Gordon, a nurse clini 
cian in the infectious disease section. 
"They still had their teen-ager atti 
tudes and played like other children, 
but their courage was an inspira 
tion."
Amid their week of arts, crafts and 
fireworks, campers age 7 to 16 took
time out to remember those who 
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bons on the Tree of Life. But the 
camp's focus was not on illness. 

"All of these kids were 
infected through vertical trans 
mission, because their mothers 
were HIV-positive. Children with 
HIV are living a lot longer than 
they did years ago," said Dr. 
Kiernan, who noted the increasing 
prevalence of medical camps is 
largely due to a greater acceptance 
of different medical conditions.

Camp High Five provided 
an atmosphere free of the 
ostracism these children may face 
in their daily lives due to their ill 
ness, said Ms. Gordon. "The kids 
who had to take medicine were 
not worrying or embarrassed 
because they knew everyone was 
accepted and they didn't have to 
deal with the stigma they might 
face at school," she said.

"In the past, many kids 
with different medical conditions 
were not as accepted at regular 
summer camps. For example, dia 
betes at summer camp was not 

easy to deal with because counselors 
didn't know what to do. Now that 
education is greater it has become 
easier to deal with individual needs," 
said Dr. Kiernan.

The camp also provided an oppor 
tunity for professional growth, said 
the MCG nurses, who worked with

See HIV CAMP page 1 6
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HIVCAMP ... from page 15

Doris Pearson and Carolyn Yancey, two social workers from the Richmond 
County Health Department/Ryan White Program. The Ryan White 
Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act is federal legislation 
that funds primary health care and support services of persons living with HIV. 
Ryan White, 1971-1990, was an Indiana teen-ager whose courageous struggle 
with HIV/AIDS helped educate the nation. The nurses also enjoyed working 
with nurses from Grady Hospital in Atlanta.

"You don't see a lot of people working in this area," said Ms. Gordon. "I feel 
like we've formed bonds and friendships and I look forward to attending next 
year."
In its second year in Georgia, Camp High Five included children from MCG's 
infectious disease clinic for the first time this summer.

"Our hope is that the word will get out and next year more Augusta kids will 
be involved," said Dr: Kiernan.

iHabla Espanol?
Introductory Spanish 
for health care providers

The Medical College of Georgia School of Nursing is offering a new continu 
ing education program, Introductory Spanish for Healthcare Providers, to 
teach commonly used Spanish language words and phrases to individuals 
working in any area of healthcare.

Dr. Eric Skipper, Spanish Professor at Augusta State University, will be the 
featured lecturer for the 10-week course, which will provide basic Spanish 
conversational skills and discuss cultural values of Hispanics that influence 
health and health care. He received his doctorate in Spanish literature from 
Florida State University, where he was also a teaching assistant. Dr. Skipper 
has traveled extensively in Puerto Rico and Spain and has lectured on various 
Spanish-related topics.

The course will be held Tuesday evenings from 7-9 p.m. in the MCG School 
of Nursing, Sept. 3 - Nov. 5. Registration fee is $300. Registration is limited. 
Participants will receive two continuing education units. To register, call the 
Division of Continuing Education, at 1-3967.

It's good to be cool.

MOBLE Y
MECHANICAL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
Heating, Air Conditioning & Electrical

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • NEW CONSTRUCTION • 24-HR SERVICE

706-855-7879 • Toll Free 800-892-4550

CUISINE

LUNCH SERVED TUB - SUN 
LUNCH BUFFET • 11:30 am -2:30 pm

BUFFETDINNER SERVED TUBS - SUN 
5:00 pm - 10:00 pm

From left, Dr._Barbara Kiernan, Dr. Sheryl Henderson, 
Christine Gordon, and Hermeyone Hunter combined the tal 
ents of MCG and Grady Hospital at Camp High Five as "Dr. S. 
and the Sucrets." (Photo provided)

SMURP ...from page 11

3112 WASHINGTON RD {NEXT TO HANCOCK FAURICS) 
(706) 210 - 4696

It also has a role in the minute-to- 
minute regulation of blood pressure 
that Dr. Schreihofer - and more 
recently Miss Ellis through the 
Summer MCG Undergraduate 
Research Program, or SMURP - 
have been working to understand.

High blood pressure has always 
interested Miss Ellis. "It's a very 
common problem among African 
Americans. It's very common in 
my family," she said. "I just 
wanted to know more about it."

Miss Ellis was willing to give up 
a summer in her coastal home 
town of Panama City, Fla., to help 
put together the science of how 
this intricate system works. "This 
has really given me an idea of 
exactly how it works and I proba 
bly never will forget how it works, 
so it's been a very good experi 
ence," she said of her research 
project and SMURP, which made it 
possible.

Miss Ellis is not a stranger to the 
campus; she participated in last 
summer's Student Educational 
Enrichment Programs and decided 
to try and spend a second summer 
in Augusta when she saw informa 
tion about SMURP on the Internet.

A requirement for SMURP is 
that the student find a mentor on 
his own and submit an application 
jointly with that mentor, said Dr. 
Rhea-Beth Markowitz, director of 
intramural and undergraduate

CAMP CHAMP ... from page 15

"I've learned a lot," said Tiffany's classmate, Emi 
Taylor. "You really have to adapt and change the way 
you present the information to the kids' level. You have 
to find ways to help them understand what you are try 
ing to get across. I didn't realize how hard it is to break 
things down to their level and relate to them. This will 
really help me when I'm dealing with patients."

MCG faculty, who are also on site for the camp, cri 
tique students during the delivery of their lessons. 
Juan Reyes, a part-time respiratory therapy instructor, 
is a graduate of the MCG program and served as a 
Champ Camp counselor.

"Hopefully we're making the kids and the parents - 
aware of their condition and they'll start asking their 
physician more questions," said Mr. Reyes.

The need for medical education camps is growing, 
said Mr. Reyes, since premature babies are living 
longer, healthier lives. "A common consequence of pre 
mature birth is asthma, because the lungs may not 
have fully developed before birth," he said.

The American Lung Association of Georgia estimates 
that 108,000 children in Georgia have asthma.

For more information on Cham'p Camp, call the 
Augusta chapter of the ALA at 738-6435. For more 
information about the American Lung Association of 
Georgia, visit www.lungusa.org/georgia.

research programs at MCG.
Miss Ellis found out about Dr. 

Schreihofer and her work from the 
MCG Web site and took it from 
there. She was one of 18 college 
students from across Georgia and 
neighboring states to take part in 
the 3-year-old program that pairs 
students with an interest in bio- 
medical science with faculty, post 
doctoral fellows or senior-level 
graduate students who are willing 
to help them learn more.

"Our goal really is to introduce 
these students to basic science 
research with the hope that some 
of the students will come to our 
graduate program," Dr. Markowitz 
said. The program helps them fig 
ure out if a doctorate in the bio- 
medical sciences is right for them 
by taking on a research project, 
seeing it through, giving a 10- 
minute oral presentation and writ 
ing a short paper.

"They are not acting as a pair of 
hands just to help someone out," 
Dr. Markowitz said. "They are 
learning that some things work, 
some things don't and that the 
amount of time you have to spend 
on something can be one hour or 
five hours." They also attend jour 
nal clubs and take workshops on a 
variety of subjects including 
research ethics and the use of ani 
mals and human subjects in 
research. Students receive a

stipend for their summer work 
that is funded by the office of the 
vice president for research and the 
School of Graduate Studies.

What SMURP looks for in return 
is committed students who have 
taken the appropriate science 
courses and excelled in school. 
The minimum grade point average 
for SMURP is 3.0, but participants 
have averaged a 3.5 GPA over the 
last two years, Dr. Markowitz said. 
Applications are due by mid- 
March and available on the MCG 
Web site at www.mcg.edu/Grad 
Studies/smurp.htm.

Miss Ellis, who is pondering a 
career as a physician, is thinking 
about research as well now. "It's 
opened up more options for me, 
opened up my mind," she said.

Dr. Markowitz hopes SMURP 
ultimately will bring those minds 
back to Augusta.

This fall, a number of former 
SMURP participants starting 
school at MCG, including gradu 
ate student Rachel Novak and 
M.D./Ph.D student Alexis 
Simpkins. Also Matt Collins, a 
SMURP participant last summer, 
received an American Physiology 
Society Undergraduate Summer 
Research Fellowship to finish this 
summer the research he started 
last year with Dr. Jennifer 
Pollock.
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Cathy Borren is SWELL
In Saluting the Work, Excellence, Leadership and Lives of those who comprise MCG, the Beeper asks for your nomina 
tions of students, faculty or staff whose work has made a difference on and off campus. Each Beeper spotlights a student 
or employee nominated by his/her peers for outstanding achievement.

This issue's SWELL employee is Cathy Borren, senior administrative 
secretary in the Section of Pulmonary Vascular diseases. Mrs. Borren was 
nominated by a peer who noted, " She is kind of shy and may not want 
to be singled out, but she deserves it. Cathy has been extremely helpful. 
She knows whom to call to schedule tests and is an endless resource. She 
works so hard every day and I can say I never see her waste any time. 
She does the 'little things that matter' to keep the office running 
smoothly. We are really lucky to have her. She is great."

This November Mrs. Borren will celebrate 10 years of employment 
with MCG. Her daily duties include answering phone calls, assisting with 
patient scheduling, pulling charts for clinics and organizing travel 
requests. "The people here are very easy to work with," she said. "I have 
a great supervisor. I can go to her with any problem that may come up, 
whether it is personal or business, she will listen to me and do what she 
can to help. All of the people that I work with in this section have been 
very supportive for the last two years when I needed it the most. You 
couldn't ask for better people to work with."

When she is not at work, Mrs. Borren is an avid reader who enjoys 
playing ping-pong and spending time with her nephews, ages 10 and 12. 
During the summer she can often be found camping and water-skiing at 
Thurmond Lake. She also enjoys working in the yard and going to Nascar 
races. She is originally from West Virginia, but has lived in Augusta for 
•over 15 years. She is a graduate of Butler High School and Augusta 
Technical College. Cathy Borren

To nominate someone for the SWELL Award, send a brief description of the nominee to Ellen Gladden at 
egladden@mail.mcg.edu, FI-1042 (campus mail), or fax 1-6723. Please include the nominee's phone number. 
Deadline for the Sept. 5 issue is Aug. 28.

CAMPUS BEAT

THE BLOOD BUZZLE r>

Solve the 16 clues to find the words hidden in this Buzzle.
Look for those words hidden vertically, horizontally,

diagonally, spelled forward or backward.

1. In the lungs, blood is infused with
OX Y G E N.

2. Corpuscles come in two basic 
colors:___and(3)_____ .
4. Red blood cells are more correctly 
known as _____________
5. And white blood cells are called

6. The straw-colored liquid compo 
nent of blood is _______
7. Red blood cells get their color 
from ___________
*• ---------have the job of
clotting the blood.
9. One of the major infection-fighting 
proteins is _____ _________
10. ___ ____is another major
protein in the plasma. 
!!.____ _-cytes, as their name
suggests, eat bacteria.
12. Some white cells are called T- 
cells because of their transformation 
in the _______
13. The ___ _ __ __ reading of
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one's blood pressure measures 
pressure as the heart contracts.
14. _____are the return vessels 
of the circulatory system.
15. The tiniest vessels in the circu-

Buzzle solution appears on page 19p

...from page 9

who chose to walk on the campus at night are reminded, "There is safety in 
numbers," Mr. McBride said. "A mugger is much less likely to approach, say 
three people than one. We advise students not to walk alone at night."

He also urges students not to leave their valuables unattended or visible to 
passers-by. A thief won't hesitate to grab a purse from an unoccupied lab or 
break a window to snatch valuables from the seat of a car, he noted. 
Likewise, students shouldn't leave keys unattended or to lend them to others. 
"Keys to residence halls are issued only to residents," Mr. McBride said.

Students also are asked to keep their eyes and ears open on campus and to 
immediately report any dangerous or suspicious activity to public safety, ext. 
1-2911. Ring-down phones in parking decks, lots and building exteriors, plus 
blue tower phones throughout campus are available for emergencies and ring 
directly to public safety.

Public safety reports criminal activity and safety tips in the Beeper, MCG 
Web site (www.mcg.edu) and e-mailed campus announcements. For more 
information about campus safety, contact public safety at ext. 1-2911.

latory system are

16. Each ______ has the job of
cleansing poisons from the blood.

Quiet, Relaxed Living
Spacious 2 & 3 bedroom apartments in Augusta's most 

prestigious area. Pool, patios, balconies, ample parking and
washers & dryers are just a few of our available amenities! 

Discounts for MCG students & personnel!

Call today for move-in specials • 733-3823

ENTER OUR NEW 
RECIPE CONTEST

Get free 
food!

SEE PAGE 3!

If this is your parking
sticker number, you've
won a FREE CAR WASH
from TOP NOTCH CAR
WASH and a FREE OIL

CHANGE from
TIRES PLUS!

Call (706) 860-5455 to 
claim your prizes!
(before the next Beeper issue!)
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Ongoing MCG studies
NEAD (Neurodevelopmental Effects 
of Antiepileptic Drugs) Study

The Medical College of Georgia 
Department of Neurology is recruiting 
expectant mothers with epilepsy in 
their first trimester of pregnancy to 
participate in a study comparing the 
effects of antiepileptic medications on 
child development. Participants 
should already be on only one of 
these antiepileptic drugs: Tegretol 
(carbamazepine), Dilantin (pheny- 
toin) or Depakote (Valproate). Visits 
will occur during each trimester until 
birth and then annually for three 
years. Families will be compensated 
for participation. For more informa 
tion, call Rina Kaul Gupta at 1-2797.

Diabetics with a Moderate 
to Severe Diabetic Retinopathy

Diabetics with a moderate to severe 
diabetic retinopathy who have not yet 
experienced the excessive blood ves 
sel growth that may occur, may qual 
ify for an MCG study that may help 
prevent further eye damage. 
Participants may have type 1 or 2 dia 
betes and cannot be pregnant. Half

the participants will receive an inves- 
tigational drug designed to inhibit 
progression of the eye disease and the 
remainder will get a placebb. 
Participants will be followed for four 
years, get free study-related care and 
be compensated for their time. For 
more information, call June Benson,, 
at 1-1172.

Asthmatic adults
Adults who have had moderate 

asthma for at least six months and 
use an inhaled corticosteroid are 
needed to participate in a steroid 
step-down asthma study. The study,, 
conducted. by Dr. Bruce Davis at 
MCG, is investigating a lower dose of 
inhaled steroid for long-term asthma 
management. Eligible participants 
may be compensated for their time. 
For more information, call Joel White, 
1-2617.

The Salt Study
Teen-age volunteers are needed for 

a study at the Georgia Prevention 
Institute of the Medical College of 
Georgia to examine the biochemical 
links to changes n blood pressure

during and after stress. Healthy sub 
jects ages 15 to 18 will participate n 
four days of testing and be compen 
sated for their time. For more infor 
mation, contact Martha Wilson, 
Lynne Mackey, or Dr. Gregory 
Harshfield for more details at 1-1755. 
Parents should call for teens under 
age 18.

SideStep Study for Diabetic Adults 
with a Foot Infection

The Medical College of Georgia 
Surgical Research Service is recruiting 
adults with Type 1 or 2 diabetes who 
have an infected foot to participate in 
a study comparing the effects of an 
investigational once-daily car- 
bapenem to a currently available 
antibiotic. Participants should be 
individuals who will be admitted to 
the hospital and expected to receive 
at least five days intravenous antibi 
otic therapy. Antibiotic therapy 
within three days of referral for the 
study may influence suitability. For 
more information, contact Mary Anne 
Park, 1-0193 (office) or 3-1343 
(pager).

Walk to MCG 
from

Apartments

Loft and studio apartments with original maple floors,
window blinds & ceiling fans, cable connections, large

double-insulated windows, fitness center, and more.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places

For more information, call 262-4001 or visit
St our web site: www.enterprisemill.com

Conference targets 
caring for children 
with special needs

The Medical College of Georgia Children's Medical Center will host Keys 
In Delivering Superior Care to Kids on Sept. 9, from 12:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Sept. 10, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. at the Radisson Riverfront Hotel.

The conference will feature keynote speaker Genevieve Foley, director of 
patient care services at St. .hide's "Hospital, and is designed to give school, 
office, hospital and home nurses and nursing students the skills to deliver 
care to children with special needs,

"Children are not small adults, and that's why superior pediatric nursing 
care requires specialized knowledge and expertise," said Ruth Wilson, con 
ference coordinator. "Increasing numbers of children in our community 
have special health care needs, so nurses working in all settings must keep 
pace with advances in pediatric care."

Topics include asthma, antibiotic-resistant microorganisms, pediatric 
assessment, sports injuries, neurologic emergencies, child abuse, seizures, 
diabetes, behavioral disorders, trauma, and patient/family-centered care.

Continuing education credits will be offered. The cost is $95 for the Sept. 
9 half-day session and $135 for the full conference. Nursing students pay 
$50.

The conference is sponsored by Pediatric Services of America and 
Schering Laboratories.

For more information and reservations, visit www.MCGHealth.org/ 
CMC/pednurseconf.

CONVENIENT TO MCG

WVLDEN HILLS
APARTMENT HOMES

LUXURIOUS • TRANQUIL • CONVENIENT

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM HOMES
Gated Community • Loft Apartments 

Superior Amenities Package

1O35 ALEXANDER DRIVE
733-OO64

o Washington Rd / Calhoun Exp.

Walton Way

MCG

www.ApartmeritsByLJnited.com
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Rx by Dan Pearson

Can you help me with 
this feeper puzzle? The due is "dead-beat dad"

The frizzle? Sure.

Any ideas?

How about "faux pa?"

\
MCG Marketplace
WANTED-

PARALEGAL Part-time paralegal want 
ed. Significant experience or degree 
required. Hours flexible. Please send 
resume with references to PO Box 915, 
Augusta, GA 30903

ARE YOU HANDY? Helper needed for 
yard and small maintenance projects. 
$10/hr. 733-2010

MISCELLANEOUS.

DENTAL OFFICE Available dental 
office for lease Central Ave, please 
contact (706) 650-7894

FOR SALE: refrigerator, $100; full 
mattress set, $50; antique round 
leather-top coffee table, $150; antique 
spice rack, $25; misc. end tables, 
$25-$40. (706) 364-3780

SERVICES-

NANNY Part-time for newborn care 
starting January 2003. Call (706) 
364-2332 for details

THE WINDOW CLEANERS All 
work guaranteed. Mention this ad 
(after our quote) for a $25 discount 
thru August. Call Michelle and Jeff at 
(706) 556-0892. References avail.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR painting, minor 
repairs, pressure washing, installation of 
doors & windows. Affordable prices, free 
estimates. Services One Construction 
(706) 737-4221 Pager: 510-2719

SKILLED CARPENTER 
Remodeling, additions, decks. 
QUALITY work, REASONABLE 
prices, FREE estimates. Refer-ences 
available. Tyre Construction: (706) 
556-8187

TomThumb Lawn Maintenance 
Knowledgeable and experienced 
service for regular care of small land 
scaping projects. FREE estimates. 
Call Thom Story: 556-9846 Cell: 
339-4032

IKA\ KI. 
CONMX TION

CRUISES 
Group 
Travel

Worldwide Resort Tour Packages 
736-8700

. 3203 Wrightsboro Rd   Augusta. GA 30909 .

NEVER FORGET! Let us preserve your 
memories. Photography for all occasions. 
Weddings, portraits, parties, commercial. 
Stone Lantern Photogra-phy. Call Don 
Pinkham 706-840-0791

VACATION RENTALS-

HILTON HEAD Condo with good 
ocean view, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, balcony, 3 
pools, sauna and tennis plus other 
amenities. $95 per night, three-night 
minimum. Call (706) 860-5735.

FOR RENT One bdrm condo, sleeps 4, 
River Oaks, Myrtle Beach. 5 mins to 
beach. $65 a night. (706) 667-0202

HOMES, APARTMENTS, ROOM 
MATES, ETC             

CONDOMINIUM FOR RENT Ideal for 
faculty, only minutes from MCG: 1209 
Monte Sano Ave (at Bellevue) across from 
St. Mary School. Gould Hagler 733-7030

ON THE HILL 1 bdrm apt, cable TV, 
central heal/air, W/D. $435/mo + utils. 
No pets, please. 736-7168

NEAR MCG 1 bdrm, kitchen, bath, utils. 
incl, very clean and safe. $375/mo + 
$125 dep. Please call (706) 736-9377

FOR LEASE 1 bdrm, 1 bath house, cen 
tral H/A, W/D, conv to MCG. $700/mo 
Deposit. No pets or smokers. Call 481- 
5437

ON THE HILL Three bdrms, each 
with bath, 2'/2 miles from MCG. 
Extra room, Land Dining rooms. DW, 
refrig, stove, W/D. Central H/A. Storm 
windows. Two-car garage. Fenced 
backyard. $750 per month + $700

deposit. 481-0930 or 736-7353.

APT FOR RENT Large 2 bdrm, 1 bath 
incl W/D, DW and POOL. Beautiful hard- 
wd firs, freshly refinished, excellent Hill 
location. $500/mo + deposit. (706) 731- 
9633

HOUSE FOR RENT 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 
laundry room with W/D. Office or nursery 
adjacent to Master bdrm. Downtown 
North Augusta. No pets. $650/mo. $400 
dep. $25 application fee. Avail. Sept. 1. 
277-2392.

ROOMMATE WANTED to share 3 
bdrm 2 bath house off Washington Rd, 
10 min to MCG, quiet neighborhood. 
$400 + Vi utils. (706) 737-0637 or 
(706) 863-8412

QUIET Augusta Country Club neighbor 
hood conv. to ASU & MCG. Furnished 2 
bdrm, 1 bath condo w/hardwood floors: 
$650/mo, water incl. Unfurn: $450/mo. 
Deposit & refs req. (706) 339-1884

RENT OR SALE 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 
Great Rm w/FR DR, big kitchen, cent 
H/A, 1900 sqft. Screened porch, 
laundry room, dbl garage, storage, 
quiet neighborhood. $900/mo + dep 
or $105,000 (706) 364-5253 or 
(704) 588-4295

QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD Lake Forest 
Court Apts: 1&2 bdrm (750 & 1050 sqft) 
starting at $395 315 W. Forest Ave off 
West Ave. (N. Aug.) Res Mgr Apf4-B Call 
819-3684 or Blanchard & Calhoun: 722- 
7331

Work the Buzzle on page 17. Then check your answers here!
(SI

W C

W

(Q/M E H)

X W Q 

K P G

(WHIT

(A M S

(SUM H T

O T S

U E A N E L

1. OXYGEN
2. RED
3. WHITE
4. ERYTHROCYTES
5. LEUCOCYTES
6. PLASMA
7. HEMOGLOBIN
8. PLATELETS
9. GAMMA GLOBULIN

10. ALBUMIN
11. PHAGO-
12.THYMUS
13. SYSTOLIC
14. VEINS
15. CAPILLARIES
16. KIDNEY

Win instantly!
Gift certificates and other prize announcements have keen random!)

inserted in individual copies of this issue, You might open your copy of
the Beeper and find valuable prizes ,,,or even tt|l!

In this issue, look for ash, plus certificates sood lor FREE lunch at

(or movie passes to

II you find REAL US. MONEY hidden in a copy of this issue, you've won the cash   plus 2 Regal 
Cinemas movie passes. If you find cash, call 706.860.5455. to claim your movie passes!

You can't win if you don't read your copy!
» V I II

MCG Marketplace

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Name______________ 

Address              

MCG extension (if applicable):. 

Home phone: _________

_ad may not contain 
an MCG extension

Category of ad (leave blank if unsure):.

AD (write one word per line, including home phone number):

.25 .50 .75

1.00 1.25 1.50

1.75 2.00 2.25

2.50 2.75 3.00

3.25 3.50 3.75

4.00 4.25 4.50

4.75 5.00 5.25

5.50 5.75 6.00

6.25 6.50 6.75

7.00 7.25 7.50

7.75 8.00 8.25

8.50 8.75 9.0Q

Copy this form or continue on additional sheet if more space needed.

Send this form with payment to: 
Graphic Advertising, PO Box 397, Augusta, GA 30903-0397

Total ad cost by number of words above: $___
Multiply by number of times ad to run: x

Total submitted: $

MCG Marketplace ads are 25f per word per issue, pre-puiil and non- 
refundable (payment: check or money order payable to Graphic 

Advertising). Ads for next issue (Sept. 5) must be received in writing not 
later than August 31. (Our publishing schedule: every other Thursday)
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f®| DINING DIRECTORY
The/ Vettest Shop
Homemade cakes, pies, cheesecakes & more

Daily Tuesday thru Friday 9:30 am -2:30 pm 
Thnrs.-Fri evenings 5:30 until • Sat 12:00 pm until

Let us bake a cake for your next gathering!
"FREE slice of pie with
purchase of a slice of

cheesecake and a drink.!
(must present this ad)

1034 Broad St. • 722-4937

THE BEFS KNEES
TUESDAY FRIDAY 

5PM-3AM 
SATURDAY 
6PM-2AM
FULL BAR

HAPPY HOUR
5PM-8PM

LATE 
NIGHT

TUESDAY-FRIDAY
6PM-2AM
SATURDAY
6PM-1AM

CICI'MBIHSAIAD BHUSOimA SAMOS " •,;:; IMPUBA -TOACAHPACCIO-
•MLAMAKI-eHABCAKES-TOfiTll.LA IspAM'i \.POTATOWKDGIS

Hl'MMl'S -PI>'EAPPIESALSA CBAB AM ARTICHOKE DIP
Ql'BADIUA FRUIT AND CHEEK

211 1OTH STREET • BETWEEN EHOAD AND ELLIS 
706.828.3600

1017 Broad St • 826-1678 
Augusta's only juice bar

Try one of our 
DELICIOUS smoothies!

FORMERLY SASURAI

Authentic Japanese Cuisine 
and Sushi Bar

LUNCH: Monday - Friday   11:30 am - 2:30 pm 
| DINNER: Monday - Saturday   6:00 pm until

I 1 048 Broad 5t- 82 3-0555
'il love ou>* laid back/ 

approach to

JoEf5 UNDERGROUND CAFF
OPEN FOR LUNCH • LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY 

CORNER OF STH & BROAD • 724-9457

Bio ON FLAVOR

DOWNTOWN AUGUSTA

LIVE MUSIC
TUE: $1 Lite draft after 7 pm 
WED: $1 Killian draft after 7 pm 
THURS: $1 Bud Lite draft

after 7 pm
SUN: $2.50 White Zinfandel & 

$2 Smirnoff Ice all day

The Boll Weevil
Cafe and Sweetery

tf' A- /. ft

437 
797-669.9 * fat

706.774.0037
MON-THURS:11:30am-12am

FRIDAY: 11:30am-2:00 am
SATURDAY: NOON - 2:00 am

SUNDAY: NOON -12 am
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LUNCH«DINNER • DESSERTS • CATERING

9th Street at Riverwalk 
722-7772

HUNGRY 
FOR CUSTOMERS?

To advertise here,
call Dan Pearson at

(7O6) 86O-5455

FLORENTINE [FLOHR-uhn-teen]
Although florentine cookies may sound Italian (Florence), 
Austrian bakers are credited with inventing them. They're a 
mixture of butter, sugar, cream, honey, candied fruit (and some 
times nuts) that is cooked in a saucepan before being dropped 
into mounds on a cookie sheet and baked. The chewy, candylike 
florentines often have a chocolate coating on one side.

KEEP YOUR KITCHEN COOL - EAT OUT OFTEN!


