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Governor Harris reaffirms commitment to higher education 
Governor Joe Frank Harris 

included a stop in Augusta 
in his recent tour of the 
state to promote support 
for his proposals on edu¬ 
cation. 

In answers to questions 
following his prepared re¬ 
marks to reporters and on¬ 
lookers at Daniel Field, 
he indicated that higher 
education was not being 
left out in the push to 
strengthen education in 
Georgia. 

Harris said that support 
of higher education would 
include a continuation of 
the previous year's cap¬ 
ital equipment funding, 
continued retention of 
research overhead funds by 
the institutions of the 
University System, and 
salary raises for system 
employees more in line with 
those proposed increases 
for primary and secondary 
school teachers. 

Awareness first step to biological safety 

For someone unfamiliar 
with the job, Dr. Emma 
Santini's position might 
be hazardous duty.  But 
with more than 25 years 
of experience, Santini 
knows the trade. 

Santini is MCG's new 
biological safety officer. 
The position was created 
in 1981 in the Division 
of Laboratory Animal Re¬ 
sources and Biological 
Safety under the direction 
of Dr. Malcolm Kling. 
Santini replaces Bill 
Homovec who accepted a po¬ 
sition at the University 
of North Carolina. 

Chemical carcinogens, 
toxic and hazardous chemi¬ 
cals, pathogens, toxins, 
oncogenic viruses and re¬ 
combinant DNA are some of 
the hazardous materials 
founa at health science 
universities. 

The government has 
regulations for the proper 
use and disposal of these 
products.  It's Santini's 
job to see that MCG em¬ 
ployees are informed and 

Santini 

comply with these standards. 
Dumping a by-product of 

an experiment down the 
drain today could threaten 
tomorrow's water supply. 
"We're in charge of help¬ 
ing workers protect them¬ 
selves against hazardous 
material," Santini says. 

Biological safety is 
not always as dramatic as 
it sounds.  For example, 
if a group of office 
workers were to experience 
continued respiratory tract 
irritation, Santini's sec¬ 
tion would explore the 
area for possible irri¬ 
tants in the carpets or 
drapes. 

Santini explains that 
although biological safety 
works closely with Public 
Safety's Safety Division, 
they are separate entities. 

It's important, she 
says, that employees know 
that this resource is 
available.  "We want to 
make a visible system so 
employees can retrieve in¬ 
formation they can use." 

Santini comes to MCG 
from California where she 
spent much of the last 16 
years working for pharma¬ 
ceutical and cosmetic com¬ 
panies, making sure their 
products conformed to 
government regulations. 

Her short-term goal at 
MCG is to find out how 
many labs on campus use 
hazardous material and 
monitor lab personnel to 
see if the guidelines are 
being followed. 

According to Santini, 
her biggest challenge will 
be educating people about 
the proper handling of 
hazardous material.  She 
plans to have seminars, 
continue a newsletter and 
talk directly to laboratory 
supervisors.  "People are 
not aware they should take 
care of themselves and 
the enviornment," she says. 

Among those attending Governor Joe Frank Harris'   news 
conference  from MCG were Dr.   Francis  Tedesco,   vice presi¬ 
dent for Clinical  Activities,   and Gerald Woods,   legal 
advisor  to  the President. 

Tag Mobile to visit campus four more times 
All MCG employees and 

students are advised that 
the Richmond County "Tag 
Mobile" will be on campus 
four times during January 
and February. 

The "Tag Mobile", which 
allows Richmond County 
residents to purchase their 
motor vehicle license with¬ 
out going to the tag of¬ 
fice, will be set up in 
the rear service area be¬ 

tween the Central Energy 
Building and the Dugas 
Building. 

The dates are January 
30 and February 4, 18 and 
25.  Hours will be from 
9 am until 1 pm and from 
2 pm until 4 pm. 

Corrections and addi¬ 
tions on pre-mailed forms 
can be made at the "Tag 
Mobile" at no cost to the 
individual. 

The  Tag Mobile's next  visit will  be January  30. 

General Programs faculty luncheon Jan. 30 
Dr. Lowell M. Greenbaum, 

acting dean of the School 
of Graduate Studies and 
acting vice president for 
research, will be speaking 
at a General Programs Fac¬ 
ulty luncheon on Jan. 30 in 
the Student Center at noon. 

His presentation will 

focus on the "New Role of 
the School of Graduate 
Studies." All interested 
persons are invited to 
attend.  Since it is a 
"Dutch" lunch, partici¬ 
pants should go through 
the cafeteria line from 
11:45 to noon. 



Professor receives research award 
Dr. Ina C. Ehrhart, asso¬ 

ciate professor of physi¬ 
ology, has been awarded an 
American Heart Association 
Research Investigatorship 
from the Georgia Affiliate 
of this organization. 

Through her investiga¬ 
tion, she hopes to provide 
a better treatment for pa¬ 
tients suffering from a 
life-threatening lung con¬ 
dition known as pulmonary 
edema. 

Ehrhart joined the MCG 
faculty in 1974 after com¬ 
pleting post-doctoral 
training in physiology at 
Michigan State University. 
She received the PhD de¬ 
gree in physiology in 1974 
from Ohio State University. 

Ehrhart entered her 
profession in a roundabout 
fashion.  She was a diploma 
graduate of the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital School of 
Nursing.  Feeling a need 
to obtain more education, 
she worked as a nurse 
while she pursued a bacca¬ 
laureate degree in bio¬ 
logical sciences from Ohio 
State University. 

Taking care of a patient 
one day, she became "so 
fascinated with the pat¬ 
terns on the cardiac moni¬ 
tor," she forgot to keep 
an eye on the respirator 
tubing.  Her supervisor 

Chemicals for transfer 
MCG's hazardous chemical 

exchange has the following 
items available for trans¬ 
fer to another budget 
unit: 

Glacial Acetic Acid 
(5-5 lbs.), Dichloro 
Acetic Acid (1 pt.), Mag¬ 
nesium Nitrate (1 lb.), 
Mono-Bromo Benzene (1 pt.). 
Liquified Phenol 88 per¬ 
cent (4-1 qt.), Liquified 
Phenol 88 percent (4-1 
pt.), Diethylmalonic Acid 
(5-5 grs.) and Diethylma¬ 
lonic Acid (5-2.5 grs.). 

Also, Imidazole (100 
grs.) Heptane (2 kgs.), 
1-Butanol (1 L.), Rotenone 
(10 grs), Meta-Phosphoric 
Acid (5-5 grs.). Theobro¬ 
mine (100 grs.), 2-Methyl- 
1, 4-Naphthaquinone (25 
grs.) and Hewlett-Packard 
Rapid Developer Solution 
(24-8 ozs.). 

In addition, NaCl (1 
lb.), Polyethlene Glycol 
6000 (3 lbs.), Isobutanol 
99 percent Mole Pure (2-1 
L.), Sodium Ferricyanide 
(2-1 lbs.) and 2-Propanol 
(2-1 gals.). 

Those interested in 
these items should call 

pte^ Biological Safety 

| ■[ at ext. 2663 
•-w jy  before Jan. 28. n 

brought the situation to 
her attention. 

"I really wasn't doing 
what I was supposed to be 
doing as a nurse," she 
says.  The incident served 
as a turning point.  "I 
decided I was probably 
more interested in the 
science than in the patient 
care." 

As a former nurse, 
Ehrhart says she sees how 
"our research is very ap¬ 
plicable to patient care. 
We may answer some ques¬ 
tions that may make it 
easier to care for patients 
in the future." 

She is pleased with 
the Heart Association 
award, saying "It's made 
it possible for us, at 
least over the next three 
years, to work more inten¬ 
sively on our research. 
It's rewarding to receive 
funding for this project 
because we are very close 
to answering some critical 
questions.  I feel very 
good about it." Ehrhart 

Investigation of pulmonary edema basis for award 
Pulmonary edema, or ex¬ 

cess fluid in the lungs, 
is a problem which may re¬ 
sult from foreign particles 
such as blood clots (em¬ 
boli) becoming lodged in 
the blood vessels of the 
lung. 

"Over 50 percent of 
blood Is water," says Dr. 
Ina C. Ehrhart, associate 
professor of physiology. 
In pulmonary edema the 
water moves out of the 
lung's blood vessels into 
the lung tissue and air 
spaces.  "The patient has 
great difficulty breathing 
and could drown in his or 
her own fluid." 

Pulmonary edema follow¬ 
ing embolism is associated 

with high pressure in the 
arteries of the lung, says 
Ehrhart.  Previously, it 
was not clear whether the 
edema was caused by in¬ 
creased permeability 
(leakiness) of the blood 
vessels, or the high pres¬ 
sure, which would force 
fluid out of the vessels. 

Ehrhart and her asso¬ 
ciates, Dr. Wendell Hofman, 
associate professor of 
physiology, and laboratory 
technician Susanna Scott, 
spent much of the last 
five years developing a 
method to Isolate (the 
lungs) for experimental 
purposes in order to con¬ 
trol arterial pressure 
and measure minute fluid 

shifts. 
They then determined 

Chat when emboli are in¬ 
troduced, edema still re¬ 
sults no matter what pres¬ 
sure the arteries register. 
"High artery pressure does 
not seem to increase the 
edema," she says. 

It may be that the em¬ 
boli somehow protect the 
capillaries from the effect 
of high arterial pressure. 
"In the future it may be 
possible to remove even 
small emboli," says 
Ehrhart.  "If we could 
remove the emboli, would 
it make the edema worse?" 

This, and other ques¬ 
tions, she hopes to answer 
as her research continues. 

Newsbriefs 
Text Editor workshop 

A Text Editor Workshop 
will be held on Jan. 24 
from 9 am to noon in room 
CI-103 of the RES building. 
This workshop will provide 
hands-on experience using 
the CDC CYBER FSE editor. 

It is highly recommended 
for those who are planning 
to attend the SPSS Work¬ 
shop.  No previous computer 
experience is assumed. 

If you are planning to 
attend or desire further 
information, call Beth 
Robinson at ext. 3785. 

Nursing program set 

"Challenges in Psy¬ 
chiatric Nursing" will be 
held Jan. 30 and 31 at the 
Learning Center Conference 
Room 205A, in the Veterans 
Administration Medical 
Center. 

The purpose of the pro¬ 
gram is to offer updated 

information about current 
psychiatric nursing prac¬ 
tices by sharing innova¬ 
tive psychiatric nursing 
interventions.  Classes 
will be taught by VA and 
MCG faculty. 

Continuing education 
credit is offered to par¬ 
ticipants completing all 
sessions. 

For additional informa¬ 
tion contact Debra Peeples 
or Linda Gonder at the 
Southeastern Regional Medi¬ 
cal Education Center (205) 
933-8101. 

SPSS course set 
A Workshop on SPSS 

(Statistical Package for 
the Social Sciences) will 
be held on Jan. 31 from 
9  am  to noon in room CI- 
103 at the RES building. 
This introductory workshop 
will emphasize accessing 
SPSS through computer 
terminals for statistical 
analysis of data. 

Neither sleet nor snow... 

Employees in MCG Hos¬ 
pital and Clinics are re¬ 
minded that they are ex¬ 
pected to report to work 
even when other activities 
of the Medical College 
may be closed because of 
severe inclement weather. 

"The needs of our pa¬ 
tients continue, regard¬ 
less of the weather," Ralph 
X. Randall, assistant hos¬ 
pital administrator and 
chairman of the Emergency 
Operation Plan Committee, 
says. "Hospital employees 
should report to work as 
soon as they possibly can, 
even though other activi¬ 
ties on campus may be 
called off." 

If transportation is 
needed, employees should 
contact their department 
head or, if unavailable, 
the Hospital Emergency 
Operation Center at ext. 
3031. 



Notables 

S.Y.K. YOUSUFZAI PhD, 
and A.A. ABDEL-LATIF* PhD, 
Cell and Molecular Biology, 
wrote "The Effects of 
Alpha^-adrenergic and 
Muscarinic Cholinergic 
Stimulation on Prostaglan¬ 
din Release by Rabbit 
Iris," Prostaglandins 28: 
399-415, 1984. 

D.H. PASHLEY* DMD, PhD, 
Oral Biology/Physiology, 
M.B. Brannstrom, Karolinska 
Institute, Stockholm, 
Sweden, and R. Garberoglio, 
Siena, Italy, wrote "Perio¬ 
dontal Ligament Anaesthe¬ 
sia: Clinical Experience 
and Review of Recent Re¬ 
search," Grafica Editorale, 
Asti, Italy, 1984. 

B.B. GELFANT RN, BSN, 
MSN, Operating Room, wrote 
"Postanesthesia Recovery: 

A Life Saver," Point of 
View 21(3):18-19, 1984; 
"Reality Orientation: A 
Clinical Advance," Nurs¬ 
ing Homes 33(4):25-30, 
1984; "Stress Assessment 
of the M.I. Patient," 
The Journal of Practical 
Nursing 34(2):44-49, 1984 
and "Physical Assessment 
Skills: A Necessity in 
Nursing Practice," Point 
of View 22(1):18-19, 1985. 

G. BENNETT PhD, Mental 
Health-Psychiatric Nursing, 
presented "Substances of 
Abuse" at the National 
Nurses Society on Addic¬ 
tions, Chicago, 111., 
October, 1984. 

BENNETT was elected 
president of a national 
committee, within the 
National Nurses Society 

Cobbs Nixon,  standing,  of the Augusta Rowing Club,   dis¬ 
cusses  the possibility of beginning an    MCG rowing team 
with students at a  recent organizational  meeting.     Those 
interested should contact Student Affairs for further 
information. 

on Addictions (NNSA), de¬ 
veloping a new journal, 
tenatively to be titled 
Journal of Nursing and the 
Addictions. 

J.K. BISHOP MS, Nursing 
Administration, presented 
"Conflict Resolution and 
Time Management" at the 
Springwood Psychiatric In¬ 
stitute, October, 1984. 

BISHOP and B. FUSZARD 
PhD, Nursing Administra¬ 
tion, wrote "Adhocracy in 
Health Care Institutions," 
Self-Actualization for 
Nurses, November, 1984. 

M. BROOME PhD, Parent- 
Child Nursing, presented 
"Butterflies are Forever" 
October, 1984. 

G.M. CLAYTON EdD, Adult 
Nursing, L. ELLIS EdD, 
Mental Health-Psychiatric 
Nursing and M.A. SCHROEDER 
PhD, Parent-Child Nursing, 
presented "Comparison Be¬ 
tween Nursing Performance 
and Professional Orienta¬ 
tion Experienced by New 
Graduates Who Had a Pre- 
ceptorship Experience and 
New Graduates Who Did Not 
Have a Preceptorship Ex¬ 
perience" at the Third 
Annual Research in Nursing 
Education Conference, San 
Francisco, Calif., January, 
1985. 

G.V. Sciarratta, G. 
Sansone, G. Ivaldi, 
Cattedra di Genetica Umana 
dell'Universita, Genova, 
Italy, A.E. FELICE PhD, 
and T.H.J. HUISMAN DSc, 
PhD, Cell and Molecular 
Biology, wrote "Alternate 
Organization of a G-Phila- 
delphia Globin Genes Among 

U.S. Black and Italian 
Caucasian Heterozygotes: 
Significance for a Globin 
Gene Expression," Hemo¬ 
globin 8:537-547, 1984. 

R.R. JOHNSON RN, MSN, 
Clinical Faculty-Psychiatry 
and Nursing, presented 
"Relaxation Technique- 
Mental Imagery" at Augusta 
College, December, 1984. 

E.A. LOOMIS JR MD, 
Child and Adolescent Psy¬ 
chiatry, presented "What 
to Tell the Children" at 
Augusta College, December, 
1984. 

L.O. WATKINS MD, MPH, 
Cardiology, presented 
"Personality and Stress 
as Coronary Risk Factors" 
at Augusta College, Decem¬ 
ber, 1984. 

D.M. SHERLINE MD, G.B. 
HOLZMAN MD, and P.G. 
McDONOUGH MD, OB-GYN, 
were examiners for the 
American Board of Obstet¬ 
rics and Gynecology oral 
examinations, Chicago, 
December, 1984. 

T. HARANO PhD and T.H.J. 
HUISMAN DSc, PhD, Cell and 
Molecular Biology, wrote 
"Hemoglobin Abnormalities 
in a Black Family with Hb 
S, Hereditary Persistence 
of Hb F, and a y  Chain 
Variant; A Reevaluation 
Through Gene Mapping," 
Hemoglobin 8:549-568, 1984. 

*Denotes joint appointment 
in the School of Graduate 
Studies. 

Newsbriefs 

Textbook found 

Found.  Textbook in 
front of the Medical Arts 
Building.  Call Mary at 
ext. 2964 and identify. 

Time management 
course to be given 

The Personnel Division 
is sponsoring a one-day 
seminar on "Time Manage¬ 
ment" on Thursday, Feb. 7 
from 9 am until 4:30 pm 
in room 108 of the Library. 

The seminar leader will 
be Dr. Ronald Wiley, di¬ 
rector of Professional De¬ 
velopment Programs, a na¬ 
tional consulting and train¬ 
ing firm. 

The seminar, which has 
a $30 fee, is a seminar 
on self-management.  It is 
designed to help MCG man¬ 

agers and supervisors im¬ 
prove their productivity. 

For more information or 
to obtain registration 
forms, call ext. 3779 in 
Personnel.  Make IDR pay¬ 
ment to account number 
90-00-40-0059-00.  Regis¬ 
tration deadline is Jan. 
31. 

Faculty Assembly to meet 

The School of Medicine 
Faculty Senate will hold 
their Winter Assembly at 
4 pm Feb. 5 in the Dental 
School Auditorium. 

The agenda will include 
presentations by Acting 
Dean Dr. Paul Webster; 
Vice President for Clinical 
Activities, Dr. Francis 
Tedesco and Dr. Donald 
Abele, representing the 
Physicians Practice Group. 

All School of Medicine 
faculty are invited.  A 
reception will follow the 
meeting. 

DON'T LET HIM DRIVE. 
Men and women who 

wouldn't think of pointing a 
loaded gun at a fellow human 
being, think nothing of drinking 
and driving. Drinking turns a 
car into a lethal weapon. And 

drunk drivers kill more than 
25.(100 people each year.   A 
person under the influence should 
never be allowed behind the 
wheel.   Let's not meet by 
accident. 

| AMERICAN COLLEGE OF 
! EMERGENCY PHYSICIANS 



HealthNews 

Gum problems often surface during adulthood, says dentist 
Once they become adults, 

many people tend to forget 
about their teeth.  They 
have gone through the 
cavity stage and settled 
into adulthood thinking 
that all they have to do 
now is continue brushing 
and flossing to keep their 
permanent teeth.  This is 
not the case. 

"Disease patterns change 
in early adulthood," says 
Dr. Jefferson Hardin, asso¬ 
ciate professor of perio¬ 
dontics at the MCG School 
of Dentistry. "By the age 
of 30, a person may become 
the victim of gum (perio¬ 
dontal) disease.  The dis¬ 
ease causes inflammation 
of the gums and a loosen¬ 
ing and eventual loss of 
the teeth as the periodon¬ 
tal membrane weakens.  If 
this disease is undiagnosed 
or untreated, it could 
cause the loss of an in¬ 
dividual tooth or set of 
teeth by the time the per¬ 
son reaches 50.  This 
could occur despite the 
fact the person may have 
had no teeth lost during 
childhood," he says. 

According to Hardin, 
"This is not a disease 
that affects only a small 
percentage of the popula¬ 
tion.  Somewhere between 
60 and 75 percent of the 
people in their 50s and 
60s have periodontal dis¬ 
ease." 

One reason people may 
not be aware they have the 
disease is that it often 
is not painful.  "Dental 
caries, which causes tooth 
decay, can create pain in 
a short period of time. 
Periodontal disease is un- 
dramatic and for the most 
part painless," Hardin 
says.  "This means perio¬ 
dontal disease can be in 
very advanced stages be¬ 
fore there is any discom¬ 
fort." 

One problem faced by 
dentists in controlling 
gum disease, according to 
Hardin, is that "we lack 
a therapeutic 'magic bul¬ 
let' . There are no drugs 
or vaccines yet available 
to control periodontal 
disease the way fluoride 
and sealants control 
caries. 

"When a safe, effective, 
anti-plaque, anti-gum dis¬ 
ease medication becomes 
available as an over-the- 
counter product and when 
more and more of the pop¬ 
ulation has reasonable 
access to this product, 
then we will have signifi¬ 
cant population-wide im¬ 
provement in the control 
of gum disease," Hardin 
says.  He adds, "The con- 

Seven-west personnel were doing double takes and thinking they were seeing double while 
there were four sets of twins on the unit at the same time last week. With the multiple 
multiples  are Frenchie  Taylor,   RN   (left)   and Gwendolyn  Small,   nursing assistant. 

trol of periodontal dis¬ 
ease today is about where 
caries control was in 1944." 

This therapeutic 'magic 
bullet' is actively being 
sought for gum disease 
prevention.  Research is 
being conducted on many 
chemotherapeutic agents in 
an attempt to identify 
drugs or chemical agents 
that will kill or suppress 
the bacteria that cause 
periodontal disease. 

As with other forms of 
health care, all the 
'magic bullets' in the 
world will not control 
gum disease without the 
active participation of 
the patient as a 'co-thera¬ 
pist' in its management. 
"It is hard to modify pa¬ 
tient behavior," Hardin 
says.  "It is difficult 
to get them to stop smok¬ 
ing or drinking and get 
them brushing and flossing 
on a regular basis.  But 
without the patient's 
help, the dentist's whole 
periodontal treatment plan 
goes down the tubes." 

Until the advent of a 
safe, effective medication 
for the control of gum 
disease, Hardin says regu¬ 
lar checkups at the den¬ 
tist coupled with effective 
brushing and flossing are 
the best ways to protect 
against periodontal disease. 

Calendar 
WEDNESDAY 1/30 

Department of Psychiatry and Health Behavior Grand Rounds, 
"Spinal Cord Injury: The Psychological Aftermath," 
Jeffrey L. Ernst PhD, David Sunde MD, PhD, 10:30 am- 
noon, third floor studio, MCG Hospital 

THURSDAY 1/31 

Martha McCranie Lecture, "Role of Preparation and Anti¬ 
cipation in Childhood," Albert J. Solnit MD, Yale 
University, 7:30 pm, Dental School Auditorium 
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