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New alma mater captures spirit of MCG
Christine Hurley Deriso

T he irony wasn't lost on Daniel 
Claassen.

When he began medical school at 
the Medical College of Georgia this 
fall, he anticipated a whole new life. 
For years, his heart had been set on a 
music career; as a music major at the 
University of Georgia, he studied, 

 composed, arranged and performed 
music night and day.

But as much as he loved music, he 
gradually realized that the lifestyle of 
a professional musician isn't for him. 
He stayed on at UGA to earn a mas 
ter's degree in nutrition, then began 
medical school. So imagine his sur 
prise when one of his first assign 
ments at MCG was to write a song. 
Not just any song. Dan was one of 
four medical students who wrote 
words and music for MCG's first 
alma mater. The song will debut at 
President Daniel W. Rahn's inaugura 
tion April 26 and will be performed 
at commencement and other univer

sity events.
"Sometimes I can't even believe 

we did it," Dan said. "It was really 
encouraging to know MCG would 
entrust me with a song that will, I 
hope, be around for a long time. It 
was a great experience."

MCG Medical Historian in 
Residence Lois T. Ellison assembled 
a committee to create the alma 
mater, a project she has envisioned 
for a long time. "I think every institu 
tion needs an alma mater that 
reminds students of its importance 
and what they owe that institution 
for their education," Dr. Ellison said. 
"An alma mater invokes a certain 
feeling, an appreciation for what 
your education has meant."

Her enthusiasm for the project was 
infectious. "I learned so much from 
this experience about loyalty to the 
school," said Dan. "Getting caught 
up in Dr. Ellison's spirit - the love 
she has for this school - really 
showed me what MCG is about."

MCG Alma Mater
From thy humble times of childhood

Stood your mission dear:
Changing faces, forms, and features

Still your vision's here.

Refrain:

MCG, our Alma Mater,
We will honor thee.

Keep us mindful of thy purpose
Bind our loyalty.

As we seek to heal and comfort

Let us strive to know
How to master times of trial,

And compassion show.

Refrain

Now we go like those before us
Joined in unity;

Though our paths and journeys differ, 
Bind us MCG.

Refrain

 -v'iuil approval uf the alma mater is pending.

As the committee was assembled, 
Dr. Ellison was astonished at the tal 
ent at hand. Student committee 
members, in addition to Dan, were

Amy Whitmire, an accomplished 
pianist who earned a master's degree 
in music from UGA; Stephen Simko,

See ALMA MATER page 7

Adam excels with help 
of occupational therapists

Kate Pa'nkow

"I did it! I did it!" exclaims 7- 
year-old Adam Hughes. With the 
help of Medical College of 
Georgia Children's Medical Center 
occupational therapist, Susan 
Wise, Adam ties a pair of shoes in 
a perfect little knot. Amid

Adam Hughes, left, learns to tie his 
shoes with the help of his occupational 
therapist, Susan Wise. (Kate Pankow 
photo)

applause and smiles from Ms. 
Wise and his mom, Adam jumps 
up and down and then eagerly 
asks Ms. Wise if they can work on 
a puzzle together next.

Adam was diagnosed with cere 
bral palsy at 9 months old. The 
chronic condition affects body 
and/or limb movement and the 
control of muscle tone and coordi 
nation. Adam weighed only 2 
pounds at birth, but was actually 
the bigger baby of a set of twins

Jeannette Lundy delivered nearly 
eight years ago. Sadly, Ms. Lundy 
lost the other child shortly after 
his birth but has been blessed 
with Adam.

Everyday activities other chil 
dren take for granted like getting 
dressed before school are much 
more difficult for Adam. That's 
why occupational therapy is so 
important. Occupational thera 
pists offer patients like Adam "the 
skills for the job of living," Ms.

See OT
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Wise says, and help improve quality of life. By spending a few hours with 
Adam every Thursday morning, Ms. Wise builds a foundation of skills that 
improve self-care, motor skills and hand-eye coordination.

Only three months ago, Adam was struggling to perform common activi 
ties like tying his shoes and writing in school. But with the help of occu 
pational therapists he is making tremendous progress.

"Adam tells me, 'Momma says I am independent.' He wants to do things 
on his own. He will try and try until he gets it one way or another. I'm the 
same way. We both have determination. We don't give up," Ms. Lundy 
says.

But their determination isn't always enough. "Occupational therapy has 
helped Adam so much," says Ms. Lundy. "Now he can zip his own jacket 
and do so many other things. He's come so far."

Although occupational therapy really is work for Adam, his gleeful 
laugh reveals that he is enjoying his sessions immensely. He eagerly takes 
on each new task Ms. Wise gives him. "The key to therapy is you have to 
make it fun," explains Ms. Wise. "Working with Adam is a joy. His enthu 
siasm is contagious. He not only makes incredible progress, but he makes 
my job fun and rewarding. He's going far in life. I can tell already."

Ms. Wise isn't the only one who recognizes that Adam is special. He 
radiates extraordinary warmth that gladdens everyone around him. Other 
patients walk by the therapy room and call out, "Hi, Adam! How are you?"

Even strangers are drawn to him. "He's a very happy, special child. 
When we go places, people want to meet him. I have people ask me if they 
can shake his hand. He just seems to shine, and people notice," Ms. 
Lundy says.

Picking up a heavy ball, Adam tells a therapist, "I don't need your 
help." He doesn't anymore, and Ms. Wise's goal is to make Adam not need 
help with any everyday task in the future.

"I envision him learning to drive a car, going to college and having a 
family someday," Ms. Wise said.

His mom doesn't doubt his future for a minute. "He falls more than 
other kids, and " pick him up. He always says, 'I'm OK. I'm OK.' He is, and 
one day we will say, 'We helped make him a star.'"

During National Occupational Therapy Month, observed in April, MCG's 
Occupational Therapy Department will have an informative display in the 
Greenblatt Library featuring areas of occupational therapy. For more infor 
mation about the field, contact The American Occupational Therapy 
Association at 1-800-668-8255, 4720 Montgomery Lane, Bethesda, MD 
20814-3425.
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Taste testing
Taste buds provide model for nerve regeneration study

Toni Baker

Taste buds that give life flavor also 
are giving scientists a model for 
studying nerve regeneration.

The thousands of taste buds on the 
tongue and palate - constantly con 
fronted with food, drink, teeth, 
countless bacteria and viruses - are 
in a near-constant state of receptor 
cell turnover.

That barely visible line down the 
tongue's center is a biological line of 
demarcation in that taste buds on 
each side of the line get their life 
from separate sets of nerves, said Dr. 
Lynnette P. McCluskey, neurobiolo- 
gist at the Medical College of 
Georgia. "Each nerve sends off thou 
sands of little branches but they stay 
on their own side," she said. Two 
chorda tympani nerves - so-called 
because they run through the middle 
ear - innervate the front of the 
tongue, hitting the base of the taste 
buds and giving them life until they 
are clipped. This can happen acci 
dentally or purposefully in Dr. 
McCluskey's lab so she can learn 
how, within some 40 days - in rats at 
least - the nerves and the taste buds 
they feed grow back.

"One thing this tells you is there is 
a signal from this nerve to the taste 
buds telling them to come back," she 
said. But she believes it will tell her 
even more about how cells regener 
ate and how the immune system 
helps.

"We need to find out the rules of 
interaction so we can manipulate 
those rules for our own benefit, so 
we can make regeneration occur 
faster or ensure that the regenerated 
nerve has the same function," Dr. 
McCluskey said. "This has implica 
tions for all types of neural injury." 
It's taken the debunking of several 
scientific myths, including notions 
that brain cells can't regenerate and 
that the brain and immune system 
don't interact, to put scientists such 
as Dr. McCluskey in the relatively 
new frontier of neuroimmunology.

"We know now that even in the 
adult, if you get a (nerve) injury, you 
can get recovery, that functionally 
and structurally the nervous system 
has a pretty amazing ability to 
change, even in an adult," Dr. 
McCluskey said. "The logical ques 
tion is, 'Why?' What do you have to 
do to get those functional reconnec- 
tions? Another myth for years, and

Dr. Lynnette P. McCluskey, neurobiologist at the Medical College of Georgia, is using 
taste buds as a model for studying nerve regeneration. (Phil Jones photo)

years, in fact medical students still 
get taught this, is that the brain and 
immune system are separate. They 
never interact. We now know that is 
not true and, in fact, the immune 
system secretes all these little mole 
cules that you can think of as fertil 
izer for damaged nerve cells." 
Scientists are just starting to realize 
that brain cells and cells throughout 
the body have receptors for these 
"fertilizers" and that immune cells 
have receptors as well for neuro- 
transmitters, peptides and other sub 
stances secreted by brain cells.

Identifying the molecules that 
enables such interaction is one of 
many goals of the young researcher 
who joined the MCG Department of 
Physiology faculty a year ago, after 
finishing her postdoctoral fellowship 
at Harvard Medical School.

University of Virginia researcher 
David Hill, with whom Dr. 
McCluskey studied in graduate 
schoql, piqued her interest in using 
the taste buds as a model when he 
found that if developing taste buds.

were deprived of sodium - a major 
body component and a favorite stim 
ulus of taste buds - normal-looking 
taste buds develop, but they never 
respond to sodium. "They lost or 
have been stunted in their ability to 
sense, salt; it's very specific, nothing 
else," she said. Her question was, "If 
you have new (regenerated) taste 
buds in the adult rat, do they also 
show these changes? Do you have 
this plasticity in the adult rat?"

She found more than she 
expected. She expected the taste 
buds on the side of the tongue 
deprived of salt would have little or 
no response to it and they didn't. She 
also expected that the supposedly 
dissociated other side of the tongue 
would have normal taste buds. 
Instead she found they seemed to 
over-compensate, becoming super 
salt-sensitive.

"What is it that is crossing the
tongue and letting the taste buds talk
with each other? There is no neural
connection. What is the signal?" She

See TASTE BUDS page 3
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Wanted:
Blissit Award nominees

Do you know someone at the Medical 
College of Georgia who deserves special 
recognition for outstanding service?

The 2002 Erie P. Blissit Award will 
honor an active, full-time classified 
employee, with at least one year of 
continuous employment who performs 
administrative support services, such 
as clerical, secretarial and administra 
tive assistance responsibilities.

Established by James A. Blissit, MCG 
Vice President and Treasurer Emeritus, the 
award honors his wife, Erie, who retired from 
MCG after 30 years of service. Mrs. Blissit served 17 years as 
administrative assistant to the president.

Nomination forms for the 2002 Erie P. Blissit Award Program are available 
in room 1125 of the Annex (the Human Resources Division's Training 
Section). Along with the nomination form, a copy of the employee's job 
description is required and specific examples of how the employee exceeds 
normal job requirements are recommended. Letters of support, documenta 
tion of outstanding performance and information regarding continuing educa 
tion are encouraged. Customer service, teamwork, continuous improvement, 
interpersonal skills, quality and delivery of service will be judged.

Winners will receive a plaque, a cash award of at least $500 and the addi 
tion of their name to a plaque in the Human Resources Division. Previous 
winners are not eligible for the award. The deadline for nomination applica 
tions is May 24.

Contact Laurie Bush at 1-3196 or via e-mail at laubush@mail.mcg.edu for 
more information.

TASTE BUDS from page 2

reasons that when she injured the 
nerve so that connected taste buds 
would die and new, salt-deprived 
ones would form, some immune 
cells that moved in to help repair the 
nerve also crossed the demarcation 
line of the tongue, effectively altering 
the function of cells on that side. 
"When you hurt the wiring of one 
side, the other reacts and it really 
shouldn't," she said.

She took it one step further, inject 
ing lipopolysaccharide, a chemical 
that turns on nearly every compo 
nent of the immune response, and 
the taste buds on the intact side 
maintained a normal response to 
sodium. "By changing the level of 
the immune system, we can preserve 
normal function on that side," Dr. 
McCluskey said.

She wants to know what happens 
in the normal, uninjured tongue as 
well. "You would expect it to be 
filled with macrophages and T-cells 
because microbes, viruses, all sorts 
of nasty things come into your 
mouth. But what's interesting is it 
looks like immune system activity is 
pretty calm; there are not a lot of 
immune cells in there normally," she 
said. It may be the communication is 
re.dproc.al .and.that the taste buds 
and other cells in the mouth are sup

pressing the activity of the immune 
system - at least until an injury hap 
pens. "Everything gets turned on," 
she said.

So she explores this relationship 
between the nervous and immune 
systems by looking at their interac 
tion in the taste buds.

She believes that the immune sys 
tem, which once had a bad reputa 
tion when it came to nerve 
regeneration, actually is important 
for normal nerve function and 
regrowth. "We think we have found 
evidence in the injured tongue that 
the immune system is helping regen 
erate nerves. We know that it can 
change the function of regenerated 
nerves," Dr. McCluskey said. "In all 
of the sensory systems, we don't 
know much about what the immune 
system does, whether it's taste, 
smell, vision, touch. All of these 
receptors and nerves can respond to 
these immune cells and molecules. 
So, what is going on in the normal 
system and how is this changing 
nerve function after regeneration 
from injury? If we can figure out how 
they normally communicate and fos 
ter regeneration and change of func 
tion, we might be able to reinstall or 
reacquaint the two when something 
happens."
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Academic Council 
representatives sought

ACADEMIC

The Academic Council, a representative body that gov 
erns the faculty of the Medical College 
of Georgia, is seeking nominations to ;!! ^ 
fill 14 vacancies for the 2002-03 aca- * 
demic year.

The council is comprised 
of elected representatives 
from each of MCG's five 
schools to follow up on 
faculty suggestions and griev 
ances. Academic Council com 
mittees review existing policies and 
procedures and promote student and faculty achieve 
ments at the bi-annual General Faculty Assembly.

Based on one representative for each 20 full-time fac 
ulty members, the council has a membership of 49. 

. Officers of the Academic Council consist of a vice chair 
man and a secretary/treasurer. The vice chairman is 
elected by the assembly and serves the first year as vice 
chairman-elect, the second year as vice chairman and the 
third year as past vice chairman. The secretary/treasurer 
is also elected by the assembly and serves a two-year 
term. The officers and the faculty representatives to the 
council are elected from the full-time faculty.

The council meets monthly with President Rahn, but 
conducts most of its business through the work of 

||, committees and subcommittees. Actions of the . 
8": Academic Council are carried out as 

motions or resolutions that are 
passed on to the president 
directly or are reported to the 
General Faculty Assembly.

The vacancies on the 
Academic Council include open 
ings in the Schools of Allied Health 

Sciences, Dentistry, Medicine (a criti 
cal 10 seats short) and nursing, said Dr. Michael Shrout, 
vice chairman.

"Important issues such as promotion and tenure, fac 
ulty development, faculty grievances and strategic initia 
tives of the institution will all be on the agenda for 
discussion next academic year. Help ensure your school 
is represented," said Dr. Shrout.

Interested parties should contact an Academic Council 
representative of their school (a list can be found at 
http://www.mcg.edu/faculty/council/acmembers.html) 
or faculty secretary Jeaneanne Atkinson, at 1-2334, or Dr. 
Shrout, at 1-2607.

First Bank
Metro Augusta's Bank of Choice

MEDICAL CENTER OFFICE
1580 Walton Way   Augusta, Georgia
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Assessing faculty needs
Ellen Gladden

For the past several months, one 
Medical College of Georgia commit 
tee has taken time to identify fac 
ulty members' needs.

"Last October during the Senior 
Leadership Conference, [MCG 
President Daniel W. Rahn] sug 
gested a survey to see what the fac 
ulty wants in terms of teaching 
support," explained Dr. Roman 
Cibirka, who chairs the Academic 
Council's Faculty Development 
Needs Assessment Committee. "We 
needed a tool to identify faculty 
development needs."

The committee convened in 
November to assess the career 
development needs of faculty in all 
five of MCG's schools.

"We developed the survey follow 
ing an extensive literature review of 
survey instruments," explained Dr. 
Carol Lefebvre, who chaired the 
subcommittee that designed the 
survey. "What makes it unique is 
we distributed it via e-mail in hopes

of increasing the return rate. It was 
Web-based to assure anonymity."

Sent to over 700 faculty in 
February, the survey was completed 
by nearly one-third of the recipi 
ents. Using a ranking of 1 to indi 
cate "No Need" and 5 to denote 
"High Need," survey participants 
ranked their personal level of need 
for programs that address advanced 
training in grant writing, designing 
courses and leadership skills. One 
section asked for written comments 
on the present faculty development 
process in terms of sabbatical and 
professional/academic develop 
ment.

"We've received volumes of com 
ments. The committee will be eval 
uating and organizing the data over 
the next few weeks and plan to 
present the findings to the Senior 
Leadership soon," explained Dr. 
Lefebvre. "Surveying faculty needs 
is important in terms of recruitment 
and retention. It is an important 
issue and I'm glad to see it is being 
addressed.

Relay for Life 
volunteers needed

MCG needs your help to walk, jog or run in the American Cancer Society's 
2002 Relay for Life.

Teams are needed for the Richmond-Columbia County leg of the cancer 
awareness fund-raiser scheduled for 7 p.m. on Friday, May 10 through 8 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 11, at Greenbrier High School.
"If you are unable to participate in the event, then sponsor a friend," said 

MCG Health, Inc. Director of Materials Management Andy Anderson. "It's a 
worthwhile cause."

Relay for Life, sponsored by the American Cancer Society, raises funds for 
cancer research, recognizes cancer survivors in the community and educates 
the public about cancer and the society's programs.

Last year, MCG Health, Inc. formed 67 Relay for Life teams that raised 
$140,000, a total they hope to increase to $180,000 this year.

"This is an opportunity for us to be recognized in the community, highlight 
our cancer program and recruit all of our cancer patients to participate in the 
opening Survivor Walk ceremony," Mr. Anderson said. "It is also a fun event 
for those who participate, and a team builder for departments."

To participate in Relay for Life, or for more information, please contact 
Michelle Marchant at 1-2217 or Kim Cheely at 1-6744.

The new Beeper contest:
We hide neat stuff in random copies.

You can't win if you don't read your Beeper!
Don't miss an issue!

What's in your copy?
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Memorable Moments for Mellicks

Dr. Larry Mellick, chairman and professor of the Department of Emergency Medicine 
and section chief of Pediatric Emergency Medicine, and his son, flaws Mellick, attend 
ed the 2002 Winter Olympics, where they saw cross-country skiing, a hockey game 
between Russia and Belarus and several medal ceremonies. "Security was excellent, 
similar to what you'd find at a large airport. I did not detect any significant tensions. 
The crowds were very disciplined. Despite the large crowds and the apparent security, 
the people of Salt Lake City were gracious hosts. There was a sense of camaraderie 
because everyone was sharing the spirit of excitement," Dr. Mellick said. (Provided 
photo)

Campus beat
The following incidents were recorded by the MCG Public Safety Department, Periodic 
reports of crime-related news on campus are posted in conjunction with federal, state 
and local laws and are intended to maximize campus safety and awareness. To report 
crimes or suspicious activity, call MCG Public Safety at 1-2911 
or #2911 from a cellular phone.

Automobile Break-Ins

A blue Saturn SL2 and a white Nissan 
Altima were broken into while parked in 
Lot #35, on 15th Street next to the FT 
building and the Paine College Library, 
between 12:09 a.m. and 4:40 p.m. on March 22. A portable CD player was 
taken from the Saturn. Nothing was reported missing from the Nissan. 
Anyone with information should contact MCG Police at 1-2911.

A green Pontiac Bonneville was broken into while parked in a parking lot at 
Paine College, 1235 15th Street, on March 22 between 1 a.m. and 6:10 a.m. A 
Pioneer compact disc player was taken. Anyone with information should 
contact the Richmond County Sheriff's Department at 821-1080.

Vehicle Break-ins/Update

A suspect has been identified and an arrest warrant issued for a June 4 
vehicle break-in in the ACC Parking Deck nexl to the Ambulatory Care Center.

The reported Jan. 30 break-in of a Chevrolet Camaro in MCG Parking Lot 
#1 did not result in a missing sunroof and radar detector, as previously 
reported. The items were found at the victim's residence.

Need police? On campus dial 1-2911 or 721-2911

Health Center 
Credit Union
Serving the Medical and Educational Community Since 1976

^•••^^^^^^^•^^^^^^•^•^^^^^^^^^•^^^^^••••^^^^^^^^^•^^^^•••••^^^^^^^^^^•^^^••^^^^^^^^^^^^^^••••^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^•••^^^^^^^^^M

April 1st thru April 30th
New & Used Autos • Trucks 
Boats • ATVs • Motorcycles

We will finance 100% on new vehicles and full NADA retail on used.
Refinances from other institutions are welcome. Annual Percentage

Rate good for anything that can be titled, excluding real estate loans.

Main Office • MCG 
HB 1010 
721-2605

Annex II Branch 
HT 1010 
721-1203

Health Center Credit Union   We Have a Way With Money!
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ADSI MOVING SYSTEMS 
UNITED VAN LINES

DEPENDABLE SERVICE • EXPERIENCED, PROFESSIONAL CREWS 
SANITIZED VANS WITH SATELLITE TRACKING SYSTEMS

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE ASSISTANCE 
AND CONSULTATION

UNFTED 
UN/TED 
UNITED
Van Lines

The Quality Shows In Every Move We Make

AUGUSTA CALLING AREA TOLL-FREE NATIONWIDE

706-793-0186 ON THE WEB: 
adsiunited.com

888-299-0186

TOP-NOTCH CAR WASH
BUY ONE, GET ONE ' COMPLETE DETAIL JOB

CHOOSE ANY TOP-NOTCH CARWASH AND GET 
ANOTHER JUST LIKE IT FREE - WITH THIS COUPON

Expires April 30, 2002. May not be combined 
with any other offer, coupon or promotion. Must present this coupon.

MARTINEZ

3853 Washington
Rd 

868-1550

AUGUSTA 
MALL

3425 Wrightsboro
Rd 

738-1300

OFF
GET A COMPLETE TOP-NOTCH DETAIL JOB AND GET ANOTHER 

JUST LIKE IT FOR HALF PRICE - WITH THIS COUPON
HAND WAX, INTERIOR SHAMPOO, AND MORE. REG. PRICE: $69.95 MOST CARS

Expires April 30, 2002. May not be combined with any other offer,
coupon or promotion. Must present this coupon.

MARTINEZ

3853 Washington
Rd 

868-1550

AUGUSTA 
MALL

3425 Wrightsboro
Rd 

738-1300

Save money
Read the Beeper

Use Beeper coupons

Cauqht in a money saueeze?
Wecannelp!

Empire Financial is here to loan
MONEY for any need you have.

Don't delay! Call or stop in today!
TAKE YOUR PICK: 

30-day cash advance or 
monthly payment plan

OFF first hi!
NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY • WITH THIS AD 

ALL LOANS SUBJECT TO OUR LIBERAL CREDIT POLICY

EHIE FINANCIAL SEIMas «903 GfIEENEST* 724-18316
BEST OF AUGUSTA WINNER

WE HAVE AN EXCELLENT SELECTION OF

NEW & GENTLY WORN

1914 Walton Way • 738-1526 
Tues - Fri: 10-5 Sat: 10-4

:D BEST CONSIGNMENT SHOP

The Beeper is available free of charge
in the newspapers section of
Borders Books in Augusta.

TOOTH-COLORED FILLINGS
The Department of Oral Rehabilitation needs patients 
who want tooth-colored fillings to treat new cavities or 
to replace fillings that are no longer acceptable. These 
subjects will participate in the clinical evaluation of two 
commercially available filling materials marketed to the 
dental profession as Single Bond and Bacon. Patients 
must be 21 or older, in good health and in need of mod 
erate fillings on back teeth. Patients must have at least 
two fillings that need to be placed. The Human 
Assurance Committee of the Medical College of 
Georgia has approved this study. Patients may benefit by 
having an improved smile. The study will last 
two (2) years. The restorations will be 
placed without charge to the subjects.

Principal Investigator:
Dr. William D. Browning

Department of Oral Rehabilitation
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

PLEASE CONTACT BARBARA CLIETT
(706) 721-0868
Mon-Fri 8 am - 5 pm

.;-. *a'.-i'-T,' i / J..1 K.L J,J I j-
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president of the prestigious 
University of Georgia Glee Club his 
senior year of undergraduate school; 
and Amy Alvarez, a first-year med 
ical student who writes poetry.

Dr. Ellison pointed out that the 
students also have particularly 
strong ties to MCG: Dan is the recip 
ient of a School of Medicine Alumni 
Scholar Award and Amy Whitmire, 
whose father graduated from MCG, 
is the recipient of one of the alumni 
association's Descendant Scholar 
ships.

Rounding out the committee were 
Deb Barshafsky, executive assistant 
to the president; Dr. Randy 
Butterbaugh, director of student 
affairs; and Drs. Talmadge A. 
Bowden Jr., John F. Fisher and 
Louie H. Griffin Jr., who served as 
faculty advisors and are musicians 
themselves.

"The faculty advisors were a 
tremendous addition to the commit 
tee with their musical experience 
and their commitment to MCG. 
They played a very important role,"

Dr. Ellison said. "For the faculty to 
take the time to work with these 
students was just terrific."

The students began the project by 
developing themes - MCG's history, 
its values and its future — to incor 
porate into each verse of the alma 
mater. "An alma mater should 
reflect the characteristics of the 
school," Dan said. Another priority 
was to ensure the lyrics represented 
the entire university. (Student repre 
sentatives from all five schools were 
invited to sit on the committee, and 
the Student Government 
Association endorsed the alma 
mater upon completion.)

"We tried to make it applicable to 
the general theme of health care and 
wanted to evoke pride in MCG," 
Amy Alvarez said. "Hopefully, it 
will create unity through newfound 
school spirit. Writing in meter was 
something new for me, but it was so 
rewarding when we created some 
thing we are very proud of."

Once the lyrics were completed, 
Dan and Amy Whitmire wrote the

MCG students who helped write the new alma mater left to right, front row are: Amy Alvarez, Daniel Claassen, Amy Whitmire and 
Stephen Simko; back row: Drs. Talmadge A. Bowden Jr., John F. Fisher and Louie H. Griffin Jr. (Phil Jones photo)

music and sent it to Dr. Roger Vogel, 
a UGA professor of music. Dr. Vogel 
agreed to arrange the music for 
piano, organ, orchestra, concert 
band and chorus.

The UGA collaboration, Dr. 
Ellison noted, is particularly appro 
priate not only because of the stu 
dents' ties to the university, but

because MCG used UGA's alma 
mater when it served as UGA's med 
ical college. Another coincidence: 
J.B. Wright Jr., who wrote the words 
for UGA's alma mater, was from 
Augusta; his father and uncle were 
MCG alumni.

"So many elements came into 
place for this project," Dr. Ellison

said.
She is thrilled with the way it 

turned out. "Our original plan was 
to introduce the alma mater at com 
mencement, but when I heard Dr. 
Rahn's inauguration would be in 
April, I said, 'Why can't we intro 
duce it then?' I think it will defi 
nitely be a highlight."

Milestones
Department honored 
by Regents

The Department of Oral 
Rehabilitation in the Medical College 
of Georgia School of Dentistry has 
been awarded a 2002 Regents' 
Teaching Excellence Award.

Teaching Excellence Awards, given 
annually by the University System of 
Georgia Board of Regents, honor 
member institutions' employees and 
departments or programs that pro 
mote teaching excellence. MCG's 
award represents the department/ 
program category among the 
University System of Georgia's 
research institutions.

The Department of Oral 
Rehabilitation's 28 faculty members 
teach. courses on dental materials, 
occlusion, operative dentistry, prac 
tice management and prosthodon- 
tics. Those courses, all with 
extensive classroom instruction and 
clinical training, comprise about 40 
percent of MCG's dental curriculum. 
"The department's exemplary teach 
ing program deserves recognition as 
an outstanding and innovative edu 
cational program of the University 
System," wrote Dr. Barry D. 
Goldstein, MCG senior vice president 
for academic affairs, in a letter to the 
regents nominating the department 
for the award.

Dr. W.

He cited factors such as the 
faculty's high level of student 
involvement, the department's 
commitment to technological 
innovations in education and 
students' consistently high 
rankings on licensure examina 
tions.

The department has a long 
history of rising to challenges, 
said Chairman W. Frank 
Caughman, including the 
recent loss of a third of its fac 
ulty when MCG offered an early- 
retirement incentive to employees 
two years ago. "We were able to 
recruit new faculty and continue 
instruction without missing a beat," 
Dr. Caughman said. "It was very dif 
ficult, but with a commitment from 
the entire department, we did it."

In the past 10 years, four faculty in 
the department have been selected 
by the schoolwide faculty to receive 
the School of Dentistry's Teaching 
Excellence Award and four have 
been awarded by the Judson C. 
Hickey Teaching Excellence Award 
by the graduating senior class, Dr. 
Caughman said.

The strength of the faculty, he 
noted, is reflected in student per 
formance. For instance, in past nine 
years, the students have ranked from 
first to 12th place nationwide in their 
performance on the operative den

tistry and prosthodon- 
tics sections of the 
National Dental Board 
Examination, disci 
plines taught solely 
by oral rehabilitation 
faculty

"Success by stu 
dents in the oral 
rehabilitation curricu- 

________ lum," Dr. Goldstein
Frank Caughman wrote in his nomina 

tion letter, "is the 
direct result of focused efforts by the 
faculty to improve teaching."

Dr. Caughman noted that the 
department also excels in research. 
"Teaching is our primary focus, but 
we keep a balanced program," he 
said, citing about 200 publications of 
clinical techniques and research 
results and over 200 faculty presenta 
tions to dental groups within the past 
two years.

"I'm very pleased for the people 
who work so hard in this department 
and deserve the recognition," Dr. 
Caughman said. "I'm familiar with 
similar programs around the country, 
and I wouldn't trade this faculty for 
any other."

New lab enhances cardiology 
treatment

•MCG Health System recently

See MILESTONES page 10
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Nursing Ph.D. student Maria Smith, left, is working with Dr. Martha Tingen on a study 
of adolescent smoking. Members of the Oncology Nursing Society and the National 
Cancer Institute will critique Mrs. Smith's study proposal. (Phil Jones photos)

Mrs. Smith goes to 
Washington

EHen Gladden

Maria Smith wants to know why children start smoking cigarettes.
In a few weeks, the Medical College of Georgia School of Nursing doctoral 

student will receive help with her proposed study of rural fourth- and fifth- 
graders from some of the nation's leading cancer nursing researchers.

Mrs. Smith is one of 10 Ph.D. students nationwide invited to present a 
research proposal during the Oncology Nursing Society's annual congress in 
Washington, D.C., on April 18-21. She'll present her manuscript, "Self- 
Concept, Locus of Control, and Tobacco Use among Rural Minority 
Preadolescents," during the seminar's Cancer Nursing Research Short Course, 
developed by the Oncology Nursing Society and the National Cancer Institute.

Feedback from the course will help Mrs. Smith as she explores reasons chil 
dren start tobacco use at alarmingly younger ages than before. "I thought it 
was the adolescent years, but as I got into the literature, they are starting as 
early as 9 to 10 years old. These children are starting to smoke very early and I 
wanted to know why. What was their influence? So I wanted to look at their 
self-concept, how they perceive themselves and how they look at themselves 
in their home life, in their school and among their peers - three influential 
areas for this age," said Mrs. Smith. "If they value themselves in these areas, 
how do they view the future? They may feel self-worthy, but feel that they have 
no control or their destiny is preplanned for them so they smoke anyway."

Using a cross-sectional study, Mrs. Smith proposes to survey fourth- and 
fifth-grade students in the rural communities of Jefferson, Jenkins, Burke and 
Screven Counties with questionnaires to assess their self-concept, tobacco 
usage, feelings of control and demographic data. "These (school systems)

See TEEN SMOKING page 10

Students connect 
cultures with medicine

Ellen Gladden

For a decade now, one group of 
Medical College of Georgia students 
has been exploring the issues of inter- 
cultural medicine first-hand in Third 
World countries.

The non-profit, student-run volun 
teer organization, known as the 
Students for Intercultural Medicine, 
sponsors its own humanitarian 
efforts abroad. FourtrT-year students 
in the School of Medicine accompany 
rising second-year students to 
Honduras to provide supplies and 
services to citizens. In turn, the stu 
dents receive early clinical training as 
well as a new perspective of medi 
cine.

"It was amazing," past treasurer 
Jeff Denney said of the group's last 
trip. "You get the opportunity to do 
sutures. Some people got to help 
deliver babies. Medicine (in 
Honduras) really is different because 
there are so many poor and under- 
served people there."

"It is a good way to learn about 
medical procedures and medicine 
itself," said past President Myles 
Taffel. "Our hope is that by submerg 
ing students in this different culture, 
they will have a better understanding 
of their future patients' vast diversity 
of perceptions and beliefs. An 
improvement in communication 
between the doctors and their patients 
could greatly improve areas such as 
patient compliance and preventive 
health. The idea is to start the stu 
dents at the ground level - not to have 
their interactions for the first time in 
their residency or in their practice."

A number of students planning to

Students for Intercultural Medicine will host a tennis tournament April 20 and 21 at 
the MCG tennis courts to help fund a medical relief trip to Honduras. (Ellen Gladden 
photo)

attend this year say the trip will be the 
first step in a career path.

"I want to work my first few years 
out of med school in a foreign country 
where the health needs are largely pre

vention. You can do a little and help a 
lot of people down there," said Tullie 
Ackerly, one pf the club's vice presi 
dents for fourth-year opportunities.

See INTERNATIONAL page 9

The Students for Intercultural Medicine will host a tennis tournament April 20 and 21 at the MCG tennis courts 
behind the Student Center. Brackets will be available for singles, doubles and mixed doubles at beginning, inter 
mediate and advanced levels of play. Individuals' fees are $10 and doubles teams' fees are $16, and all MCG stu 
dents, faculty and staff are invited to play. Trophies will be awarded to the winner of each bracket. Proceeds 
benefit the Students for Intercultural Medicine's annual medical mission trip to Honduras and scholarships to 
promote diversity. Sign-up forms can be obtained from Karyn Bourke at 364-3666 or via e-mail at 
kbourkemd@students.mcg.edu.



THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2002 MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA beeper
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During last summer's Students for 
Intercultural Medicine trip, MCG stu 
dent Arlene Ratanasit helped deliver a 
baby in the Mariana Catarina Rivas 
Hospital in San Pedro Sula, Honduras. 
(Photo provided)

Ms. Ackerly and fellow student 
Leanne Buckner are seeking ways to 
encourage students to study medicine 
in another country. "We're researching 
electives for the fourth-year (students) 
to study abroad - not just in Central 
America," said Ms. Buckner. "We 
want to provide information for our 
peers on the opportunities available 
them to work in another country in 
programs like Doctors Without 
Borders. A lot of these programs will 
pay back their student loans in 
exchange for working a few years."

Since the Honduras program began 
in 1991, basic hospital supplies - 
scrubs, surgical masks, gauze, gloves, 
over-the-counter pharmaceuticals and 
educational materials - have been gen 
erously donated from Augusta-area 
hospitals. However, transporting the 
supplies to Mariana Catarina Rivas 
Hospital in San Pedro Sula, Honduras 
has become a problem.

"We have no money to get the sup 
plies there. We all bring an empty 
suitcase and pack as many supplies 
as we can, but we have pallets of 
donated supplies in a warehouse 
here in Augusta," said Mr. Taffel.

In addition to providing funds for 
their airfare, students also fund the 
lecture materials and speaker travel 
expenses necessary to prepare for 
their trip. Students planning to 
attend the two- to four-week 
exchange program take courses in 
Spanish medical terminology, cross- 
cultural medicine, suturing and an 
introduction to obstetrics and gyne- 
cology. And while students have held 
fund-raisers to help offset the cost of 
each individual's trip, this year they 
are seeking to fund the program on a 
more permanent level with a possi 
ble endowment from alumni.

For this summer's trip, two $200 
scholarships will be offered to 
fourth-year students for the 
Honduras program. One $200 schol 
arship will be offered for a non-mis 
sion based rotation in a developing 
country that will be arranged by the 
recipient. The trip is an accredited 
elective through the MCG 
Department of Family Medicine. 
Applications are available by contact 
ing the Students for Intercultural 
Medicine's faculty advisor, Dr. Carlos 
Isales, at 1-0692.

Students win national 
EMS research award

Toni Baker

Ed Malcom and T. Michele 
Thompson, senior medical students 
at the Medical College of Georgia, 
and MCG emergency medicine physi 
cian Phillip L. Coule, recently won 
top honors from The National 
Association of EMS Physicians for 
their research on the demographics 
of cardiac arrest in Georgia.

The students and Dr. Coule 
reviewed more than 600,000 
statewide emergency medical service 
patient care reports for their research, 
"The Location and Incidence of Out 
of Hospital Cardiac Arrest in Georgia: 
Implications for Placement of 
Automatic External Defibrillators."

They were among 16 groups of stu 
dents, residents and fellows nation 
wide to present their research at the 
association's annual meeting in 
Tucson, Arizona. Their work tied for 
first place in the oral presentation 
category.

"Ed and Michele took the impor 
tant, timely topic of how to make the 
best use of the automatic external 
defibrillator and explored a core issue

See EMS AWARD page 11

It's a perfect fit...

Fourth-year students in MCG's School of Medicine joined their colleagues across the 
nation on March 21 for Match Day. The National Resident Matching Program ranks med 
ical students' preferences for residency programs and matches them with lists of the 
programs' preferred students. Results are released at noon on Match Day. Associate 
Dean of Admissions and Student Affairs Dr. Mason Thompson noted 30 percent of MCG's 
students matched with programs in Georgia, and half of those will be doing a residency 
program here at MCG. Fourth-year class president Travis Caudill (above), his wife Jenni, 
and their son, Carter, read the news that dad will be doing a family medicine residency 
at McLennan County Family Practice in Waco, Texas. (Phil Jones photo)

Senior medical students T. Michele Thompson and Ed Malcom with Martinez Fire 
Department firefighter Christopher Waham and Dr. Phillip L. Coule, Medical College 
of Georgia emergency medical physician. (Phil Jones photo)

(Hurry in — we're closed Masters" Week!)
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opened a second Adult 
Catheterization Laboratory, complete 
with a state-of-the-art imaging sys 
tem that reduces the amount of radi 
ation exposure to patients, as well as 
to the physicians, nurses and techni 
cians who operate it. The new 
imager also holds more weight and 
has a longer table to accommodate 
taller patients.

Cardiologists and other profession 
als use the new system to view and 
treat potential coronary artery block 
ages that could cause heart attacks 
or other serious cardiovascular dam 
age. The system provides cardiolo- 
gists with more information than 
earlier models, resulting in better 
diagnosis and treatment of cardio 
vascular disease.

"We are providing our patients 
with the most up-to-date cardiac 
imaging technology available for left 
heart catheterization and interven- 
tional procedures," said Brian 
Matthews, a registered nurse who 
works in the lab.

Renovation and installation took 
only four months, shaving $30,000 
off of expenses, according to 
Neuroscience Center Administrative 
Director Bill Hamilton.

"We were able to utilize in-house 
resources to complete the lab renova 
tions while we maintained our level 
of patient care by performing the car 
diac catheterization procedures in 
the CMC's laboratory," he said. "It is 
another case of the health system 
collaborating to accomplish a goal."
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have populations that are at least 50 
percent minority and I want to com 
pare that data with Caucasian 
groups. I live in a rural community 
and work with minority populations 
as a family nurse practitioner, so I 
wanted to look at minorities because 
the existing literature focuses mostly 
on Caucasians," said Mrs. Smith, 
who holds a master's degree in rural 
community health nursing.

"It looks like the Hispanic and 
black children are [smoking more 
and at higher rates] than the white 
children," she said.

Like teacher, like student? Mrs. 
Smith's Ph.D. advisor, Dr. Martha 
Tingen, who provided a letter of 
support for Mrs. Smith's course 
application, is duly proud of her stu 
dent's acceptance because, "in 1994, 
when I was a doctoral student, I was 
selected to present in the Short 
Course. It was such a wonderful 
experience for me," said Dr. Tingen. 
"Maria will present to experts in dif 
ferent areas of oncology nursing. 
They will give her an oral critique 
and two weeks after she returns 
home she will receive a written cri 
tique. So it can really strengthen her 
proposal before she actually gets 
started with her research. It's a great 
opportunity to get feedback from 
experts across the country."

Tobacco prevention among ele 
mentary students was Dr. Tingen's 
topic when she presented research 
during the Research Short Course, 
but she never pushed her student to 
follow in her footsteps. " I didn't 
know," said Mrs. Smith. "She never 
once pushed her research on me. 
Afterward I said to myself, 'Well, why 
didn't she let me know this?' But I 
feel your mentor or advisor should 
never push their work on you. This is 
something I wanted to do."

"(When working with PhD stu

dents) I want one thing they do their 
dissertation on to be something they 
are really passionate about," said Dr. 
Tingen. "It is so time-consuming, so 
time-intensive - it's an incredible 
process, and I can't imagine going 
through the whole Ph.D. experience 
focusing on an area that my mentor 
or my advisor forced on me or that I 
wasn't compelled to do later. I'm 
thrilled Maria is focusing on tobacco 
prevention."

With the results of her study, Mrs. 
Smith plans to help rural communi 
ties prevent tobacco use. "I would like 
to develop an educational program to 
give back to the schools and to health 
care providers, to help them with

what to counsel students on in smok 
ing cessation programs," she said.

A full-time faculty member at 
Georgia Southern University's School 
of Nursing, Mrs. Smith noted she was 
honored to be chosen for the 
Research Short Course and that the 
application process was rigorous. "In 
submitting my application I had to 
trim down my proposal and identify 
the purpose, methodology and signif 
icance to cancer nursing," she said. 
"It had to be written so that you had 
the gist of the proposal down in only 
five pages (reduced from more than 
40). I told my husband that was 
more difficult than writing the 
paper." i

Medical history

Dr. Jeffrey A. Cooper, professor and acting chairman of the Department of 
Radiology at Albany Medical Center in New York, discusses the history of federally 
mandated institutional review boards March 15 at a one-day training workshop 
hosted by the Medical College of Georgia Office of Clinical Trials Compliance. 
Susan I. Kornetsky, director of Clinical Research Compliance at Children's Hospital 
in Boston, also gave an overview of federal operational guidelines for the boards at 
the meeting at the Radisson Riverfront Hotel. Attendees included institutional 
review board members from Augusta-area hospitals, Paine College, Augusta State 
University and the University of Georgia as well as Athens Region Regional Medical 
Center and St. Mary's Hospital in Athens. (Phil Jones photo)
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Newsbriefs
Beeper deadline

The deadline for the April 18 
Beeper is April 10. The deadline for 
the May 2 issue is April 24. Please 
send story ideas or announcements to 
Beeper Editor Ellen Gladden, FI-1042 
(campus mail), ext. 1-4410 (phone), 
egladden@mail.mcg.edu, (e-mail).

Advertising inquiries should be 
addressed to publisher Dan Pearson, 
P.O. Box 397 Augusta, Ga., 30903- 
0397 or call 860-5455.

School of Medicine Honors Day 
April 25 ,

The School of Medicine will hold 
Honors Day at noon Thursday, April 
25 in lecture hall 1103 of the Hamilton 
Wing of the Carl T. Sanders Research 
and Education Building.

MCG to honor outstanding 
faculty

The Medical College of Georgia will 
present 2002 Outstanding Faculty 
Awards during the university's spring 
General Faculty Assembly April 18 at 
4 p.m. in the first-floor auditorium of 
the School of Dentistry. One faculty 
member from each of MCG's five 
schools will receive the award. 2002 
retiring faculty also will be honored at 
the assembly. The public is invited.

Resident of the Year nominees 
sought

The Medical College of Georgia 
Office of Graduate Medical Education 
is seeking nominations for the 
Resident of the Year Award. The 
extended deadline is April 15.

Nominees should demonstrate 
excellence in patient care, interper 
sonal relationships, teaching and the 
discovery of new knowledge in medi 
cine. Service to the hospital or com 
munity beyond the scope of training 
is particularly desirable. The award 
will be presented in June.

Please send a description of the 
nominee's qualifications to Elizabeth 
Crans, Graduate Medical Education 
Office, AE-3042 or for more informa 
tion call Ext. 1-3052.

EMS AWARD ... from page 9

of how population density impacts 
the location and incidence of cardiac 
arrest," Dr. Coule said.

The students divided the largely 
rural state into four population cat 
egories and looked at how many 
cardiac arrests occurred in those 
areas and a dozen location options
ranging frofn the home to the high-
j

Human Resources Division's 
Brown Bag Training Series

The Human Resources Division will 
sponsor the following brown-bag ses 
sions this spring:
* Dr. J. Larry Hornsby of A.G. 
Edwards & Sons Inc. will discuss fun 
damentals of investing, including why 
people should invest, the importance 
of planning and characteristics of 
stocks, bonds, mutual funds and vari 
ous investment opportunities on 
Thursday, April 18, from noon - 1 
p.m.
* Tom Kalliokoski with American 
Express Financial Advisors, Inc. will 
discuss college costs andhow to 
manipulate financial aid opportuni 
ties on Tuesday, April 23, from noon - 
1 p.m.
* Dr. Hornsby also will discuss special 
issues for female investors, including 
how to reduce taxes, increase income 
potential from current investments, 
build for retirement and a "rainy day" 
fund and accumulate money for a 
child's or grandchild's college educa 
tion on Wednesday, May 15, from 
noon -1 p.m.

All session will be held in the 
Human Resources Division Training 
Room (HS-1151) located in the MCG 
Annex Building. Sessions are free 
but require registration with Laurie 
Bush, Training Coordinator, 1-3196 or 
via email at: 
laubush@mail.mcg.edu.

Augusta State Medical Prison to 
host nursing open house

Augusta State Medical Prison will 
host an open house for nurses April 
20 from 2 to 4 p.m.

Tours of the hospital and prison 
and information packets about 
employment with the Georgia 
Correctional Health Care System will 
be offered. Refreshments will be 
served.

Participants are asked to bring a 
copy of their nursing license or a cur 
rent nursing school identification card 
along with a form of photo identifica 
tion for admittance.

Augusta State Medical Prison is 
located at 3001 Gordon Highway, one 
mile past Fort Gordon's Gate 2. For 
more information, contact RN Staff 
Development Coordinator Dwana

way.
"This research should help com 

munity leaders make the best use of 
the emergency medical service dol 
lars they spend on potentially life- 
saving automatic external 
defibrillators by knowing where 
these devices will be most useful," 
Dr. Ctfule'said, ; i ;*;».'- ', _ m

Chastain at 855-4 741.

Neonatal management seminar
The MCG Division of Continuing 

Education will offer Neonatal 
Management: The Bare Basics, a 
course developed by Neonatal 
Specialized Services in the Section of 
Neonatology. Designed for the 
beginning neonatal clinician or the 
clinician in need of a refresher 
course, the course is offered April

29-May 1 and May 6-8 in the 
Children's Medical Center. 
Registration is $90 before April 15 
and $110 after April 15. For more 
information or registration contact 
the MCG Division of Continuing 
Education at 1-3967.

Confidential counseling
MCG's Employee/Faculty Assis 

tance Program offers up to six confi 
dential counseling sessions to MCG

employees and their immediate fam 
ily at no charge. The counseling ses 
sions may cover any area of 
concern, whether personal or work 
related. The program is located in 
the FE building, 844 Chafee Avenue 
and is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information or to make an 
appointment, call 1-2599.

Turn your favorite photo into

Using a little computer magic, we'll transform 
that treasured photo into a beautiful large 
format watercolor- or oil painting-style image 
suitable for framing, all for a mere $89!

Call today!
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REAL MONEY is inserted
in random copies of every
Beeper issue - maybe in

your copy. 
READ & WIN!

APARTMENTS
Stevens Creek 
Commons Mark$church

Commons
868-0889

868-5020
Spacious 1 & 2 bedroom suites, 
award-winning landscaping, club 

house, tennis, pool, complimentary 
continental breakfast, valet dry 

cleaning and much more

Short-term furnished 
apartments

SPECIALS FOR MCG 
STAFF AND STUDENTS!

Great roommate floorplans

Corcoran Management Company
No pets please   Equal Housing Opportunity

www.corcoranapts.com   www.rent.net

COME BY FOR A TOUR TODAY!

From left, Senator Herman E. Talmadge, Senator Richard B. Russell, Jr., and Mrs. Eugene Talmadge admire the portrait of the late 
Governor Eugene Talmadge. Portraits of former Governor Talmadge and Senator Talmadge were unveiled in a ceremony on 
November 12, 1960. (MCG file photo) Page one photo, taken circa 1959, illustrates the hospital dedicated to Herman Eugene 
Talmadge's father, Eugene Talmadge. (MCG file photo)

Moments in MCG History
Editor's Note: In anticipation of 2003 and the 175th anniversary of the founding of the Medical College of Georgia, the Beeper will 
feature a series of historical articles to present the rich heritage of our institution. The goal of these stories submitted by MCG 
Medical Historian in Residence Dr. Lois T. Ellison is to bring to life the indomitable spirit, courage, commitment and leadership of 
those who have come before us and the human frailties of us all.

ffe/ne/ntog Herman fi/ge/ie Fa/maofe 1513 - 2S02
The Medical College of Georgia bade farewell to a dear 

friend when Herman Eugene Talmadge died March 21 at

The statesman made many contributions to Georgia 
and the nation. .He served as governor of Georgia from 
1948 to 1955 and as a U.S. senator from 1956 to 1980. 
MCG owes him a great debt of gratitude.

Sen. Talmadge advocated as a part of his 1950 platform 
for re-election the construction of a new general hospital 
operating with MCG. Following his election, he asked the 
legislature in December for funding, which was approved 
in January 1951. In February, he signed the State Hospital 
Authority Act that authorized $12 million for a hospital 
for MCG.

In February 1952, the General Assembly announced 
that the new hospital would be named the Eugene 
Talmadge Memorial Hospital in honor of the governor's 
father. MCG's president, Dr. G. Lombard Kelly, was 
pleased and noted that Gov. Eugene Talmadge had made 
substantive contributions MCG's programs. Dr. Kelly 
praised Gov. Talmadge, saying that he had made possible 
the fruition of Augusta's long-cherished dream of having 
a great medical center.

Construction proceeded on schedule and the corner 
stone was laid on Feb. 2,1954 in an impressive ceremony 
attended by a host of local and state officials. Gov. 
Talmadge said, "This is the greatest milestone of progress 
we have made in medicine and the medical progression 
in the entire history of the state." He emphasized that the 
hospital was intended to serve all Georgians, regardless 
of their ability to pay.

The hospital was dedicated in another impressive cere

mony on March 15, 1956, which was attended by Gov. 
Marvin Griffin and dignitaries throughout Augusta and 
the state. Former Gov. Talmadge delivered a lengthy 
address at the dedication. His opening remarks included: 
"This is the day of which all Georgians justly can be 
proud. With these ceremonies we make the dedication in 
the name of humanity, of the magnificent new public 
institution   one which is destined to influence and 
bless, one way or another, the lives of most of the present 
and all of the future citizens of the state. Here the doc 
tors, nurses and medical technicians who one day will 
find their way into places of service in your hometowns 
and mine, will be trained. Here medical scientists will 
conduct research which well may bring forth cures of 
such dread killers as cancer and heart disease and perfect 
revolutionary new techniques for treating such cripplers 
as infantile paralysis and arthritis."

He retired from public life following his defeat in 1980 
for another term in the U.S. Senate. For the last several 
years of his life, he was in poor health and had multiple 
medical procedures including open-heart surgery for 
valve replacement and surgery for a laryngeal tumor 
resulting in speech impairment.

Sen. Talmadge's wife, Lynda, graciously granted Drs. 
Robert G. and Lois T. Ellison a visit at their home on Lake 
Talmadge in Hampton, Ga., on Aug. 18, 2000. Although 
he was able to sit up only a few hours a day, he 
requested that this time be reserved for this occasion. 
The visit was to thank Sen. Talmadge for his many con 
tributions to MCG, especially in making possible the hos 
pital. His mind was as sharp as ever and, as the Drs. 

. , . ,,Y,V/;vY, See TALMADGE page 13
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Ask the Beeper!
I know a high school senior interested in attending MCG. 
How can he get more information?

He can call ext. 1-2725 to schedule a Closer-Look Tour to check out the campus and get an idea of what the uni 
versity has to offer. Tours are held selected Fridays beginning at 1 p.m. on the second floor of the Student Center. If 
he isn't sure which field(s) he wants to explore, he can call ext. 1-2725 to schedule an appointment with an MCG 
admissions counselor who can help match his talents with career opportunities.

In an effort to open the lines of communication around campus, the Beeper offers its spine-cracking 
research abilities to you in this feature, Ask the Beeper. We solicit your questions about MCG History, 
campus policy and other issues of curiosity. Simply ask via e-mail (egladden@mail.mcg.edu), voice 
mail (1-4410), fax (16723) or campus mail (FI1042) and you'll see an answer in the following Beeper.

Rx by Dan Pearson

Are you worried 
about finals7

What will you do if you 
flunk out of med s«

Xou bet I am.
/

want to stay in medicine.

\

How can you do that if 
W don't graduate7

Answer the 17 questions to find the words hidden in this 
Buzzle. Look for those words hidden vertically, horizontal 

ly, diagonally, spelled forward or backward.

!.______ means "of the spine. "
2. The grinding or chewing teeth are 
called ______.
3. The _______ is what most
people know as the kneecap.
4. That indispensable guidebook to 
every drug known to man is the ___.
5. Dr. __ .__ _ _ was MCG's sixth 
president.
6. The little flap in your throat that 
keeps food from going down the wrong 
pipe?It's the___________
7. After surgery your first stop is 
usually the ________ room.
8. The wall separating your nostrils 
is called a _______
9- ____________ therapy
may help a patient relearn job skills.
10. Look this word up and it will say 
"between the tarsus and phalanges 
of the foot." (__________)
11. Parents often get their first 
glimpse of junior via a ________ 
12. Humans aren't cordless; they start 
out with an _________ cord.
13. The "breastbone,"technically, is
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the_______.
14. And "shoulder blades" are the

15. And the "collarbone" is the

Buzzle solution appears on page 14

16. The ______ covers the iris.
17. ________ should never mean
"cold and impersonal" to a patient

Behold! Bit by bit Buzzles build better brains. Battle the Beeper Buzzle biweekly!

TALMADGE

Ellison reviewed with him the hospital's history, he smiled and nodded with 
a gleam in his eyes as if he was reliving these experiences. He was told that 
the hospital had fulfilled his expectations and would continue to do so. 
When asked what he considered his greatest contributions during his years 
in government, he answered medicine and health care.

Portraits of former Gov. Talmadge and Sen. Talmadge unveiled in a cere 
mony on Nov. 12,1960 are displayed in hospital lobby.

Correction
In the March 21 Beeper, the caption under the monument for Dr. Long 

states that he was born November 1, 1915 and died June 16, 1878. He was 
actually born in 1815. The Beeper regrets the error.

All made from the freshest ingredients and delivered to you! 
No group too large or too small.

Free delivery with $25 order 
Convenient payment

, Cl7nvoidnCg . 3128 Washington Rd, Suite B
Call for menu!

Augusta, GA 30907

BUY BEEPER!
Support our fine advertisers

The Department of Oral Rehabilitation needs patients who 
would like to have whiter teeth. The Medical College of Georgia, 
School of Dentistry, Department of Oral Rehabilitation, needs 
patients who want whiter teeth to participate in the evaluation of 
a tooth whitening system administered by dentist. Patients must 
be 21 or older and in good general health. The Human Assurance 
Committee of the Medical College of Georgia has approved the 
study. Patients may benefit by improved esthetic appearance. The 
study will last six months. The material will be supplied free to 
the subjects.

Principal Investigator: Dr. William D. Browning 
Department of Oral Rehabilitation

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CONTACT

BARBARA CLIETT 
(706) 721-0868 • Mon-Fri 8 am - 5 pm
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MCG Marketplace
SERVICES.
NEVER FORGET! Let us preserve 
your memories. Photography for all 
occasions. Weddings, portraits, parties, 
commercial. Stone Lantern Photogra 
phy. Call Don Pinkham 706-840-0791

MANUSCRIPT SERVICES 
Nonfiction, fiction, essays, articles, 
scholarly works. Help with content, 
structure, grammar, revisions. Send 
SASE for fee schedule: Birchwood 
Editorial Service 403 Telfair St., 
Augusta GA 30901

CUSTOM EMBROIDERY Golf/denim 
shirts, lab coats, etc. Quality work at 
reasonable prices. Paula's Fabrications: 
(706) 394-6824

CHURCH COOKBOOKS $8 + $2 
S&H Call 706-651-1933

HANDYMAN Remodeling, addi 
tions, decks. QUALITY work, REA 
SONABLE prices, FREE estimates. 
References available. Call Tyre 
Construction: 556-8187

NEED YOUR HOUSE CLEANED? 
We have a few openings in our 
schedule. Experienced, depend 
able, honest and hardworking. 
References. Call Dana or Melanie 
at (706) 650-7612

TomThumb Lawn Maintenance 
Knowledgeable and experienced 
service for regular care of small 
landscaping projects. FREE esti 
mates. Call Thorn Story: 556- 
9846 Cell: 339-4032

CHILDCARE All About Me Family

Childcare offering quality, loving 
and affordable care for your most 
precious gifts. Open 24/7, DHR 
registered, CPR/First Aid certified. 
Call now: (706) 790-9033

LYNN'S HOUSECLEANING 
Reasonable rates, excellent refer 
ences. Call 556-9846 for free in- 
home estimate.

RONNIE'S COMPUTER SERVICE 
"Quality Service and low prices" 
On-Site Repair (Home or Office) 
Upgrades and Custom built sys 
tems with Windows 98/XP, 1-yr 
warranty starting at *$280! Call 
706-231-0063 On the web: 
RonniesComputerService.com 
* Installation fee not included.

BEAUTY MASK 
www.faceliftmask.com/195

Augusta Canal Cruise & Cookout
Cim/J/tu An pi I 00 f7AC\ 000 t\AA(\ollfiaay. Muni Zo Sign up with family and friends now! l/UOj oZg-U'RU

f t | W I i 111. I, i i   111.111

P addle the Canal or pedal the towpath between the 
historic headgates and the renovated Enterprise 
Mill, where you'll party to the tunes of Air 

Apparent, enjoy Sconyers Barbeque and play games 
for fabulous prizes.

Canoeing: $40 per person includes canoe, life jacket, 
paddle, security, bus transportation from Enterprise Mill 
to the headgates, launch and landing assistance and 
drawing for a recreational kayak from American 
Wilderness Outfitters Limited. Register with a canoe 
ing partner. Children must be 7+ and accompanied by a 
parent. All participants must be swimmers.

Atlanta Gas Light Company
www.AtlantaGasLight.com

Sponsored by Atlanta Gas Light for the Augusta Canal

Bicycling: $20 per person includes mid-ride refreshment 
station and drawing for a Giant Simple canal cruiser from 
Andy Jordan's Bicycle Warehouse. Ride begins and 
ends at the Enterprise Mill. You furnish bike and helmet.

Fees include: all-you-can-eat smoked turkey and barbe 
cued pork and beef with all the trimmings (eat-in or take 
out), entertainment and games. Extra cookout tickets: 
$15

Information and phone registration: (706) 823-0440 
(Visa, MC) or at the Augusta Canal Authority at 
Enterprise Mill. Registration deadline: noon Saturday, 
April 27.

Georgia Public Radio N
*-\wir SOWM taf GrMt MtHk and NFS' Nmm J

NATIONAL 
HtRlTACt AREA

www:augustacamal.com'

WACG vi!.>.; M Augusta

www.gpb.org

Authority and Georgia Public Broadcasting

LOSE WEIGHT www.ifoundmywaist.com 

WANTED———————————

HELP WANTED Lady needs stu 
dent several hours a week for yard and 
general clean-up. $8/hr. 733-2010

HOMES, APARTMENTS, 
ROOMMATES, ETC_____
HOME FOR SALE Columbia Cty, 3 
bdrm, 1 bath, 1075 sqft, large fenced 
yard, new central air unit. At the end of 
Riverwatch, 3526 Rainbow St. 
$67,000 706-650-0970

FSBO 3 bdrm, 2 bath, office, sun- 
room, 2-car garage, 2'/2 miles to MCG, 
l ]/2 miles to National. Private, seclud 
ed neighborhood. Call 738-0055 for 
appointment.

FOR SALE OR RENT Patio home, 
2534 Commons Trace, Alexander 
Commons. 3 bdrm, 2'/2 bath, single 
garage. Rent: $950; Buy: $115,000 
(864)445-3484

THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2002

FSBO Conifer Place, 4 bdrm, 4'/2 
bath, 4700 sqft, hardwood floors, 
pod, sunroom, screened porch, fenced 
ya,d. $459,900 706-737-2772

FOR SALE 3-2-2, sunroom, living, 
dining, storage building, five minutes 
from MCG. $116,000. Call 864-220- 
3934

BEAUTIFULLY RESTORED 
3 bdrm, 2 bath home in historic 
Augusta close to MCG. New kitchen, 
LR, DR, den, study loft, deck, patio, 1- 
car garage, fenced. $1200/mo. 831- 
4733

HILL AREA 2 or 3 bdrm 1 bath, 
large kitchen, laundry room, HW 
floors, DW &W/D included, fenced 
yard, central H/A. $640/mo. + 
deposit & credit check. 737-6272

ROOM RENTAL North Augusta 
home $400 Call 202-9507

SUMMERVILLE HOUSE Quiet 
street, 2 bdrm, 1 bath. $325/mo. 
Call 733-4205

Housing info anywhere in the USA
Let GMAC Global Relocation help!

Get information on your new area
Pre-qualify for your new home at great rates through GMAC Mortgage
Get the assistance of a professional realtor to simplify your move

SHERMANAND HEMSTREET I TMtltealEstate
"Service you deserve, people you trust"

Call or e-mail Tom Horner toda! 706.738.6641 
T,JHBHG(a)AOL.COM

Send us
YOUR

classified ad

SEE P* 13 FOR THIS WEEK'S BUZZLE!

Work the Buzzle on page 13. Then check your answers here!
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Angle Van Ronk is SWELL
In Saluting the Work, Excellence, Leadership and Lives of those who comprise 

MCG, the Beeper asks for your nominations for students, faculty or.staff whose work 
has made a difference on and off campus. Each Beeper will spotlight a student or 
employee nominated by his/her peers for outstanding achievement.

This issue's SWELL student is 
Angie Van Ronk, a junior student in 
the School of Nursing. Angie was 
nominated by a nursing faculty 
member who noted, "In addition to 
being an above average student, 
Angie uses her free time to organize 
and run various Georgia Association 
of Nursing Students activities. As 
chapter president she plans a variety 
of activities from fundraisers to the 
School of Nursing's Open House for 
incoming juniors. She is also organiz 
ing and volunteering in a new pro 
gram aimed at mentoring incoming 
juniors throughout their first year in 
nursing school."

In addition to being a student, 
Mrs. Van Ronk works part time as a 
student assistant to School of

Nursing Associate Dean for Research 
Robert Topp. She came to nursing 
school from the U.S. Air Force, where 
she worked as an Arabic linguist dur 
ing her six years of service. In her 
"spare" time she spends time with 
her husband of five years, who will 
become an MCG junior nursing stu 
dent this summer. They are the 
proud parents of two toy poodles and 
one peek-a-poo.

"Angie is a real asset to the Center 
for Nursing Research. She makes a 
difference by supporting my efforts

Angie Van Rank

100 percent," said Dr. Topp. "She's 
going to make an excellent addition 
to the medical community.

To nominate someone for the SWELL Award, send a brief description of the 
nominee to Ellen Gladden at egladden@mail.mcg.edu, FI-1042 (campus mail), 
or fax 1-6723. Please include the nominee's phone number. Employees will be 
noted in the April 18 issue. Students will be highlighted in the May 2 issue. 
Deadline for the April 18 award is April 10.

Walk to MCG 
from

Apartments

Loft and studio apartments with original maple floors,
window blinds & ceiling fans, cable connections, large

double-insulated windows, fitness center, and more.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places

For more information, call 262-4001 or visit
=T our web site: www.enterprisemill.com

In instantly!
irismwn

Gift certificates and other prize announcements have keen randomly
inserted in individual copies of this issue, You might open your copy of

the Beeper and fid doable prizes ,,,or even

MM
In this issue, look for certificates jjood for FREE lunch at

fHHiAi SPORT'S Pi &(H1
If you find REAL US, MOIV hidden in a copy of this issue, you've won the cash - plus I Regal 

Cinemas movie passes, If you find money, call /OtiililUiw to claim your movie passes!

You can't win if you don't read your copy!

BEEPER ADVERTISERS!

MCG Marketplace

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING FORM
Name_____________ 
Address ———————————— 
MCG extension (if applicable):. 
Home phone:_________

_ad may not contain 
an MCG extension

Category of ad (leave blank if unsure):.

AD (write one word per line, including home phone number):

.25 .50 .75

1.00 1.25 1.50

1.75 2.00 2.25

2.50 2.75 3.00

3.25 3.50 3.75

4.00 4.25 4.50

4.75 5.00 5.25

5.50 5.75 6.00

6.25 6.50 6.75

7.00 7.25 7.50

7.75 8.00 8.25

8.50 8.75 9.00

Copy this form or continue on additional sheet if more space needed.

Send this form with payment to: 
Graphic Advertising, PO Box 397, Augusta, GA 30903-0397

Total ad cost by number of words above: $ __________ 
Multiply by number of times ad to run: x _________

Total submitted: $
MCG Marketplace ads are 25$ per word per issue, pre-paid and non- 

refundable (payment: check or money order, payable to Graphic 
Advertising). Ads for next issue (April 18) must be received in writing not 

later than April 12. (Publishing schedule: every other Thursday)
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Rural health goes Hollywood

Nursing student Kaye Hahn, left, receives an award from Georgia Rural Health 
Association President Jan LaBeause. (Photo provided)

Kaye Hahn, a Medical College of Georgia nursing student on the Columbus 
campus, was recently awarded for a paper detailing health issues of migrant 
families.

Her paper, "Migrant Families: Health Related Issues and Challenges of 
Women and Children in a Migratory Work Force" received the Student Paper 
of the Year award at the Georgia Rural Health Association's 20th anniversary 
meeting.

"I wrote this paper as part of a requirement for one of my FNP (Family 
Nurse Practitioner) classes at MCG and decided to submit it for consideration 
by GRHA. I was very surprised to learn that it had received best student 
paper. I have an interest in migrant and rural health so I was pleased to 
receive this award," said Ms. Hahn.

The Georgia Rural Health Association is a non-profit agency that advocates 
for rural health in the state of Georgia.

Courses available from 
MCG Division of 
Continuing Education:
  The School of Dentistry will sponsor the 24th annual Goldstein Lectureship, 
April 26 at the Radisson Riverfront Hotel. Dr. Nasser Barghi will be the guest 
lecturer.
  "Neonatal Management: The Bare Basics," a course developed by Neonatal 
Specialized Services in the Section of Neonatology, will be held April 29-May 
1 and May 6-8 in the Children's Medical Center. Registration is $90 before 
April 15 and $110 after.
  A participation course sponsored by the School of Dentistry, "Clinical 
Advances in a Restorative Practice," is slated for May 24-27 in the Crowne 
Plaza on Hilton Head Island, S.C. Dr. Daniel Chan will be the course director.
  The 17th Annual Symposium on General Dentistry will be held June 30- 
July 6 at the King and Prince Resort, St. Simons Island, Ga. Drs. Kevin Frazier 
and John Ivanhoe will be course directors.
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