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Spending states $$$ in health education discussed 
MCG President William 

H. Moretz last week told 
joint session of the 
Georgia House and Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
that the state's need for 
more primary care physi¬ 
cians can be met with 
more certainity and less 
expanse by existing 
schools and ongoing pro¬ 
grams . 

Also appearing before 
the committee were the 
deans of Emory University 
and Morehouse College 
schools of medicine in 
Atlanta and the president 
of Mercer University in 
Macon. 

Senate Appropriations 
Chairman Paul C. Broun 
of Athens called the ses¬ 
sion for fact gathering 
prior to a vote on re¬ 
quested funds by Mercer 
and Morehouse.  Morehouse 
is seeking $3.4 million 
in additional state fund¬ 
ing toward achieving four 
year status.  The Mercer 
project is seeking up to 
50 percent of its opera¬ 
ting costs necessary to 
open in September.  Both 
schools received $5 mil¬ 
lion in 1973 to found 
medical schools geared 
to training family prac¬ 
tice physicians. 

Prior to the question 
and answer period, tele¬ 
vised by Georgia ETV, Dr. 
Moretz made a presentation 
to the committee.  In 

summary, he said: 1) The 
questions relating to 
physicians today seem to 
reflect (a) A shortage 
(b) Too few primary care 
physicians who are geo¬ 
graphically maldistrib- 
uted (c) Too many special¬ 
ists, also maldistributed, 
as compared to primary 
care physicians. 
2) The Graduate Medical 
Education National Ad¬ 
visory Committee reports 
that by 1990 there will 
be an oversupply of physi¬ 
cians of about 60 to 
70,000 and by 2000 a 
130,000 surplus.  The 
only areas with predicted 
shortages are psychiatry, 
emergency medicine, 
anesthesiology, oncology 
and physical medicine. 
The report recommends that 
existing schools reduce 
enrollment by 10 percent 
or more and that there 
be no federal support or 
encouragement for new 
medical schools except 
under the most compelling 
circumstances. 
3) MCG has 280 housestaff 
positions and 145 (52 per¬ 
cent) of these are in 
primary care fields. 
4) MCG started its Family 
Practice program in 1972. 
Such a program takes six 
or seven years to reach 
fruition.  Faculty has 
to be recruited, the cur¬ 
riculum developed and in¬ 
tegrated into overall 

curriculum, outpatient 
facilities similar to a 
family practice must be 
developed, hospital beds 
must be made available 
and residency training 
programs developed.  There 
are now 14 faculty in 
MCG's Family Practice Pro¬ 
gram and 18 residents in 
training.  Preceptorships 
(one month by a resident 
with a family practitioner 
in Georgia) have increased 
from 16 students in 1974 
to 126 in 1980.  Patient 
visits to the Family Prac¬ 
tice Center are up from 
1400 in 1974 to 20,000 
this year and the budget 
of $220,000 in 1974 has 
grown to over $2 million. 
In addition, the program 
in other parts of the 
state is being developed 
with the Joint Board of 
Family Practice (Rome, 
Savannah, Columbus and 

Macon).  Including those 
at MCG, there are 101 
Family Practice residents 
in these programs, of 
which 32 will complete 
programs this year.  Since 
1977, 45 have completed 
the program and 60 per¬ 
cent of these remained 
in Georgia. 
5)Where a resident com¬ 
pletes training has far 
more to do with where one 
practices than the loca¬ 
tion of the school from 
which he graduates. 
6) The satellite programs 
in Savannah, Macon and 
Columbus began in 1973 
expose medical students 
to varied teachers and 
patients and gets them 
into other areas of the 
state. 
7) Continuing Education 
in the last two years has 
presented 377 programs 
to over 6,500 persons 
throughout Georgia. 
8) The Student Educational 
Enrichment Program each 
summer for 80 students is 
designed to increase the 
number of minority and 
rural students. 
9) MCG supports the State 
Medical Boards program of 
scholarships which can be 
repaid through service in 
underserved areas.  Clear¬ 
ly an increase in the 
$33750 annual scholarship 
would encourage a higher 
yield of students prac¬ 
ticing in underserved 
areas. 
10) The Medical Fair is 
a physician - dentist 
recruitment program for 
rural areas of Georgia 
and is sponsored by the 
State Medical Education 
Board, MCG, the Medical 
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Oral surgeons do more 
than just pull teeth 

Diane Haygood (left), Noah Bernard (middle) and Vicky 
Evitt (right) are some of the children in 8W to enjoy 
a  train set  donated by Dr.   Karl  Karlson. 

Many procedures per¬ 
formed by the oral and 
maxillofacial surgeon to¬ 
day were the result of 
experiences originally 
gained in military con¬ 
flicts. 

According to Dr. Wade 
Hammer, professor of oral 
surgery at MCG's Schools 
of Dentistry and Medicine, 
cases of oral trauma 
treated by oral surgeons 

during wartime, taught 
them a great deal.  "They 
surmised they could sur¬ 
gically duplicate, on an 
elective basis, the treat¬ 
ment given maxillofacial 
wounds in the same anatom¬ 
ical area around the oral 
cavity.  Electively in¬ 
cising facial bones and 
and structures gave the 
oral surgeons complete 
control of the situation, 
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MCG personnel  recently participated in a  firearms  safety course coordinated by Jim Mobley in  the Public Safety 
Division.     Participants  attended   two  classes  where  they learned proper procedures and precautions  in  using guns and 
then  spent one Saturday morning practicing  their skills at a  local   firearms range. 

How old is elderly? 

A workshop on normal 
and abnormal aspects of 
aging will be presented 
by Augusta Area Mental 
Health Center Thursday, 
Feb. 19, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at University 
Hospital auditorium.  The 
session will feature pre¬ 
sentations by experts on 
the aging process and a 
chance to discuss and 
share information.  Those 
interested can attend the 
workshop at no charge. 

Contact Linda Peach 
at 828-3165 for further 
details. 

Rinker Society 
seminar scheduled 

The John Robert Rinker 
Urologic Society's annual 
meeting will be Feb. 20- 
21 on the MCG campus. 

Dr. Rinker, professor 
emeritus of surgery at 
MCG, served as chief of 
urology for 29 years 
prior to his 1972 retire¬ 
ment.  He was widely rec¬ 
ognized for his work in 
genitourinary tuberculosis 
and was one of the first 
to perform needle biopsies 
of prostate glands. 

Guest speaker for the 
day-long session will be 
Dr. Harry Grabstald, pro¬ 
fessor of urology and 
director of urologic on¬ 
cology at the University 
of Florida/Gainesville. 
The lecture will be in 
the fourth floor surgical 
amphitheater of the 
Sydenstricker wing of 
Talmadge Memorial Hospital. 

The Rinker Society was 
founded in 1974 in order 
to promote friendship 
and scholarly inquiry 
among Rinker's former stu¬ 
dents.  Dr. David C. 
Williams Jr. of Augusta 
is the society's current 
president. 

Nutrition lectures 
to be in Feb. 

The Georgia Institute 
of Human Nutrition has 
scheduled several lectures 
and meetings during Feb¬ 
ruary. 

Dr. Elaine Feldman will 
give the first of two lec¬ 
tures on alcoholism from 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m., on Fri¬ 
day the 13th, fourth floor 
amphitheatre in the Syden¬ 
stricker Wing of the hos¬ 
pital.  The second lecture 
will be by Dr. Terrence 
Kuske from 7:30 to 8:30 
a.m. Monday the 16th in 
the third floor amphithe¬ 
ater of the Sydenstricker 
Wing. 

Dr. Ezzat Aziz of the 
department of pediatrics 
will lecture in CJ 271 at 
7:30 a.m. on Tuesday the 
17th on "Special Problems 
of Premature and SGA 
Babies." 

Also on Tuesday from 
1-2 p.m. there will be 
enteral testing in 550 W 
of the hospital.  Please 
call 4861 in advance. 

Dr. Jack Feldman will 
present "Cancer and Hyper¬ 
alimentation" as the 
Augusta District Dietetics 
Association lecture from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m., Feb. 17, 
at Health Central. 

A meeting of the nutri¬ 
tion committee for the 
medical staff will be held 
in BIH-204 of the hospital 
beginning at 9 a.m., 
Wednesday. 

BSMA will sponsor 
sweetheart ball 

The Black Student Medi¬ 
cal Alliance at MCG in 
conjunction with Alpha 
Phi Alpha fraternity of 
Pain College will sponser 
a "Sweetheart Ball" at 
9 p.m. Feb. 14 at the 
Westside Clubhouse, 1011 
Riverridge Rd.  Admission 
is $1. 

Tax forms available 
at HCCU 

Statement accounts are 
available in the Health 
Center Credit Union of¬ 
fice in the Murphey Build¬ 
ing.  These statements 
contain interest paid and 
dividends received during 
1980 and will be helpful 
in filling out tax forms. 
Federal and Georgia state 
tax forms are available 
in the HCCU office. 

Membership in the HCCU 
Christmas club remains 
open.  To apply, contact 
the HCCU anytime from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Mon¬ 
day, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday, ext. 2040. 

Oral biology 
seminar is set 

The graduate and facul¬ 
ty seminar in oral biology- 
anatomy for Feb. 12 will 
be given by Dr. Frank 
Delgado.  The topic will 
be "Developmental and 
Structural Aspect of the 
Human Dental Pulp." Fol¬ 
lowing the seminar, Dr. 
Jerry Garnick and Dr. Jim 
Keagal will lead a dis¬ 
cussion. 

The seminar will be 
at noon in room 178 of the 
dental building. 

The time is now 
Pre-registration for 

spring quarter for stu¬ 
dents in allied health 
sciences, nursing, and 
graduate studies is Feb. 
9-12.  All completed forms 
are due in registrar's 
office by 4 p.m., Feb. 12. 

Dr. Walter Jones, reg¬ 
istrar, urges students to 
pre-register as it "helps 
them get a jump on the 
Augusta College classes 
they want and helps in 
the overall operation of 
registration." He says 
only the MCG registrar 
should obtain AC course 
cards for MCG students. 

Surgical Society will 
hold conference 

The William H. Moretz 
Surgical Society will hold 
its annual  conference 
Feb. 27 and 28 in the sur¬ 
gical amphitheatre, fourth 
floor, Talmadge Memorial 
Hospital. 

Over 11 oral presenta¬ 
tions of professional 
papers will be made by 
society members during the 
two day meeting. 

Dr. Fairfield Goodale, 
dean of the School of 
Medicine, will speak on 
"The State of Medical 
School" and Dr. Moretz, 
president of MCG and 
former chairman of surgery 
will speak on "The Depart¬ 
ment of Surgery - Moretz 
Era," during a luncheon 
meeting on Friday. 

The Moretz Surgical 
Society was founded in 
1972 to honor Dr. William 
H. Moretz and to promote 
exchange of scientific 
research and observation. 

Same time, 
same channel 

The one hour self-eval¬ 
uation health special, 
"National Health Quiz" 
will be aired over Geor¬ 
gia ETV (Channel 20, Wrens) 
at 10 p.m. Feb. 15. 

Peter Graves and Cheryl 
Tiegs will co-host the 
special, which concen¬ 
trates on helping an in¬ 
dividual identify his 
personal health risks. 
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The tooth' of the matter is... 
Whose job can enable 

a teenager to have a bet¬ 
ter self-image, teach 
elementary school children 
about taking care of their 
teeth and counsel adults 
about the importance of 
good nutrition?  The 
dental hygienist - they 
don't just clean teeth. 

"There are so many 
things a dental hygienist 
can do these days," says 
Joan Catherman, associate 
professor of dental hy¬ 
giene at MCG's School of 
Allied Health.  "The hy¬ 
gienist can really become 
involved with the dental 
health education of the 
patients if they work in 
a dentist's office.  In 
most cases the hygienist 
is the first person a pa¬ 
tient sees and can have 
a real impact on the pa¬ 
tient." 

If the hygienist doesn't 
want to work in a dental 
office, it no longer means 
not being able to find 
other employment.  "Dental 
hygienists are being em¬ 
ployed by school districts 
both to educate the stu¬ 
dents about good dental 
care and in certain in¬ 
stances, clean the stu¬ 
dent's teeth under the 
supervision of a dentist," 
Catherman relates. 

"One of the most re¬ 
warding things about being 
a dental hygienist is 
working with and motivat¬ 
ing the patient toward a 
healthy mouth," according 
to the hygienist.  "Most 
people don't realize it, 
but good dental health 
helps the whole body." 

There are two under¬ 
graduate programs avail¬ 
able in dental hygiene at 
MCG's Allied Health Sci¬ 
ences School.  The first 
is a two-year associate 
degree program and the 
other is a four-year 

bachelor of science pro¬ 
gram.  Thirty-two students 
a year enter the under 
graduate program.  If a 
hygienist wants to stay 
in an academic setting 
and teach other hygienists, 
the Allied Health program 
also offers a masters 
degree in health education. 

According to Dr. Billy 
Pollard, professor and 
chairman of associate 
dental sciences at MCG, 
students in either the 
associate or BS program 
are "going to hit the 
ground running.  The stu¬ 
dents are involved with 
patients in a hands-on 
situation from their 
second quarter in school." 

Pollard says the dental 
hygienist saves the den¬ 
tist time by handling the 
initial part of the oral 
examination, doing the 
initial work-up of the 
patient and managing the 
recall of the patient. 
He reiterates that the 
hygienist is usually the 
first person to see a 
patient and, as such, has 
a real impact on helping 
the patient understand the 
necessity of preventive 
measures in good dental 
care. 

The dental hygienist 
is regulated by state 
law. Pollard relates, and 
a passing grade on a state 
examination is required. 
"There is a good job 
market within the state," 
he says, "since there are 
so many different areas 
a hygienist can go into." 
Another positive aspect 
of the profession, accord¬ 
ing to the dentist, is 
that the jobs available 
usually range from two 
mornings a week part-time 
to full-time  employment, 
offering the hygienist 
a wide variety of working 
situations. 

State's $$$ 
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Association of Georgia, 
the Joint Board of Family 
Practice and the Univer¬ 
sity of Georgia Coopera¬ 
tive Extension Service. 
11) Dr. Moretz detailed 
the present shortage of 
primary care physicians 
in rural areas and indi¬ 
cated that surveys by 
counties show 21 counties 
with either no primary 
care physician or with a 
ratio of 5,000 people 
to each physician.  He 
suggested that in a view 
of modern roads and tech¬ 
nology that a view by 
"Health Service Area" 
would be better.  There 
are seven such areas in 
Georgia and the State 
Health Planning Develop¬ 
ment Agency has as its 
goal a ratio of one pri¬ 
mary care physician or 
with a ratio of 2,000 
people.  Only one of the 
seven has a ratio of less 
than that and this is in 
the south east corner with 
a 1 to 2458 ratio. 
12) He detailed five 
strategies of the Southern 
Regional Education Board 
for influencing location 
of physicians in rural 
areas and showed how MCG 
and others are already 
addressing these strat¬ 
egies.  More resident 
training opportunities 
with increased support 
for Family Practice; in¬ 
crease scholarship and 
loan forgiveness programs; 
preference in admissions 
to residents of rural 
areas; alter medical cur¬ 
riculum and include rural 
preceptorships; support 
community recruitment 
and retention efforts. 

The other incentives 
relate to reimbursement 
incentives for rural prac¬ 
tice; establishing health 
education centers and re¬ 
vising licensure acts for 
physician extenders. 

Here's the key 
A one day continuing 

education course "Optimal 
Nutrition:  The Key to 
Oral and Extraoral Health" 
is set for Friday, Feb. 20 
in room 200 of the dental 
building beginning with 
registration at 8:30 a.m. 

Guest lecturer is Dr. 
Warren M. Ringsdorf, asso¬ 
ciate professor of oral 
diagnosis at the Univer¬ 
sity of Alabama School of 
Dentistry.  Dr. Ringsdorf 
is author and co-author 
of five books and over 300 
articles. 

Dr. Ringsdorf will speak 
on diet and nutrition as 
forces that help determine 
resistance or suscepti¬ 
bility to disease. 

Cost of the course is 
$75.  It has been approved 
for credit by the Academy 
of General Dentistry and 
accepted by those states 
participating in the ADA 
Continuing Education Reg¬ 
istry. 

Season concludes 
The Georgia Dance 

Theatre will conclude its 
1980-81 season with the 
presentation of Hansel & 
Gretel under the direction 
of Frankie Levy. 

Performances are at 
8 p.m., Feb. 21 and at 
3 p.m., Feb. 22. 

Tickets are available 
at the Georgia Dance 
Theatre studios in Surry 
Center. 

NEXT TAG MOBILE FEB. 23 

Dr.   Harold Gelb,   on stage left,  demonstrates  techniques 
for relieving pain   through adjustments  to   the  tem¬ 
poromandibular  joint.     The dentist  was at MCG for  two 
days as  the guest lecturer for  the annual  Marvin 
Goldstein Lectrureship Series. 



Dyslexia--if you cant read it, you might have it 
Johnny, a fourth grader, 

was asked to read aloud. 
He replied with 'I can't.' 
The others snickered and 
the teacher thought that 
he must be "one of those" 
students. 

What was not obvious 
is that Johnny is dyslexic. 

Dyslexia, a specific 
learning disability is a 
failure to learn to read 
despite normal intelligence 
and good instruction, says 
Dr. Pat Hartlage, pedia¬ 
trician/neurologist, at 
MCG. 

"If you can't read, 
you're not going to be 
very successful in the 
classroom.  The other 
children may consider you 
a dummy or the uninformed 
teacher may think the 
child is lacking in in- 
tellignece or motivation," 
says Hartlage.  "No matter 
how hard the child tries 
he still isn't going to 
be successful at this par¬ 
ticular task." 

A child with dyslexia 
isn't identifiable until 
he goes to school and is 
required to produce read¬ 
ing skills.  Other than 
the inability to read, a 
dyslexic child acts no 
differently, says Hartlage. 

However, she says, 
frustration often sets in 
and discourages the child. 
Educators need to be aware 
of this and try to teach 
the child in other ways 

other than the written 
word.  She suggests oral 
tests, class discussions, 
tape recorders and talk¬ 
ing books. 

The goal for these 
children is not fluent 
reading but survival read¬ 
ing—survival such as 
knowing which is the right 
sex restroom, roadsigns 
and newspaper headlines. 
The dyslexic child has a 
problem coding the written 
language.  They speak and 
understand just fine.  It's 
the written language that's 
a mysterious barrier to 
them. 

"I suppose it would be 
like if you went into a 
foreign country and you 
saw signs,.another script 
and another language you 
didn't know," says Hartlage. 
After awhile you would 
figure out that particular 
constellation of figures 
usually went with an eat¬ 
ing establishment or pub¬ 
lic restroom, but exactly 
what it meant never be¬ 
comes clear." 

Dyslexia is usually 
hereditary and mostly 
stays with a person all 
their life. 

"It's not incompatible 
with being successful in 
life.  Famous people such 
as Einstein and vice pres¬ 
ident Rockerfeller were 
known dyslexics," she says. 

Hartlage's advice to 
parents is to teach the 
child to be good at other 
things so they've got good 
self-esteem.  And while 
they may never excel in 
the classroom as excellent 
students there's no reason 
why they can't excel in 
other areas to be success¬ 
ful people. 

Oral surgery 
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something they didn't 
have when the patient had 
been hit by a bullet or 
shell fragment," he states. 

The current scope of 
the oral surgeon's ac¬ 
tivities include perform¬ 
ing procedures on any 
tooth and making surgical 
corrections of improper 
relationships between the 

jaws and teeth caused by 
growth deformities re¬ 
sulting from trauma.  In 
addition, they surgically 
improve the jaw for the 
wearing of a prosthesis 
and can be involved with 
the management of salivary 
gland disease and the re¬ 
moval of oral cysts and 
tumors, says Hammer. 

Many people think of 
an oral surgeon as some¬ 
one who pulls wisdon teeth, 
but Hammer relates these 

cases are a small per¬ 
centage of an oral sur¬ 
geon's work.  "Many cases 
involve correcting over¬ 
bites or misalignments 
of the jaws, called mal¬ 
occlusions."  "This is the 
condition where one jaw 
is either longer or short¬ 
er than normal," he says. 

In these cases, the 
oral surgeon would sur¬ 
gically remove a portion 
of the lower jaw or ad¬ 
vance the jaw to bring 
the two into alignment. 
These procedures are done 
mostly in the portion of 
the lower jaw leading to 
the jaw joint in front of 
the ear. 

The upper jaw can be 
moved if the case dictates, 
Hammer states.  "Many pro¬ 
blems are corrected by 
moving the upper jaw into 
a more compatible position. 
The moving of the upper 
jaw forward or  backward 
is done through incisions 
made in the mouth and 
applications of high pre¬ 
cision surgical bone 
cutting instruments to do 
the surgery." 

Cases of this nature 
are not over with quicl'ly, 
the oral surgeon warns. 
"Each case is individual 
and has to be properly 
planned with x-rays, study 
casts and many hours of 

preparation, which often 
includes extensive con¬ 
sultation with an ortho¬ 
dontist colleague," 
Hammer relates.  He adds 
that many cases often 
involve six months to a 
year of orthodontic care 
along with surgery. 

Dealing with these 
problems, an oral surgeon 
generally will spend about 
four half days a week in 
the operating room. 
Hammer says some of this 
time might be spent in 
the emergency room with 
trauma cases resulting 
from automobile wrecks and 
other accidents.  "The 
oral surgeon is usually 
the one called in by the 
emergency room physician 
when a case is brought in 
with dental or facial bone 
injuries," he states.  In 
many of these cases, the 
oral surgeon will work 
closely with a plastic 
surgeon, repairing the 
teeth and bones while the 
plastic surgeon would re¬ 
pair the more extensive 
tissue lacerations. 

When he is not in the 
operating room, the oral 
surgeon is in his office 
seeing pre and post op¬ 
erative patients or sur¬ 
gically removing teeth, 
cysts and tumors. Hammer 
says. 


