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The Georgia Radation Therapy Center stands almost ready for occupancy.     Dr.   Gerald 
Boe was recently named administrative director for  the facility.     Story on page  two. 

Preventive orthodontics straightens 
children out at an early age 

When people think of 
teeth with wires and bands 
on them, their image is 
usually of teenagers. 
But these aids to straight¬ 
ening are also used on 
pre-teen children who 
still have their primary 
or baby teeth. 

"Children are very in¬ 
terested in their teeth 
and are attentive enough 
through their socializa¬ 
tion processes to want to 
have nice looking teeth. 
The wires and space main- 
tainers we sometimes use 
are usually not a real 
problem with them," says 
Dr. Ronald Bell, assistant 
professor of pedodontics 
at MCG's School of Den¬ 
tistry. 

There are several 
reasons why pedodontists 
or children's dentists 
are using what they call 
preventive, or intercep- 
tive orthodontics in the 
care of children's teeth. 
"The main reason for using 
these techniques is to 
optimize the child's 
later dentition.  The tech¬ 
niques include regular re¬ 
storative care like fill¬ 
ing teeth and, if a pri¬ 
mary tooth is lost pre¬ 
maturely, the maintaining 
of the space where the 
lost tooth had been," Bell 
relates.  It is when the 
space between teeth has 
to be maintained that re¬ 
movable appliances much 
like dentures or fixed 
band and wire appliances 
secured to adjacent teeth 
may be used. 

The pedodontist explains 
that since the primary 
teeth serve as guides for 
the permanent teeth, the 
teeth may come into the 
mouth out of place if the 
primary teeth are out of 
line. 

Preventive orthodontics 
is also being used to deal 
with primary teeth which 
don't come into the mouth 
when and how they should; 
to correct functional 
problems such as deviations 
in the way the jaws come 
together, called cross- 
bite, and to make changes 
in cases where there are 
extra teeth in the mouth. 

"The primary teeth gen¬ 
erally will remain in the 
child's mouth up until the 
age of twelve, that is the 
average age when the last 
primary tooth is lost," 
Bell says.  "You are talk¬ 
ing about a significant 
portion of the child's life 
span.  Therefore good 
primary teeth are very im¬ 
portant in preserving the 
normal relationships for 
the permanent teeth when 
they come into the mouth." 

"All of these areas can 
be identified very early 
by the pedodontist and 
procedures can often be 
implemented to eliminate 
or minimize the effects of 
these problems.  The earli¬ 
er these problems can be 
identified and corrected, 
the better the chance of 
heading off later prob¬ 
lems," according to Bell. 
If later problems do arise, 
the pedodontist says sub¬ 

sequent orthodontic therapy 
will probably be more sim¬ 
ple and shorter in duration 
than if no early preventive 
work had been done. 

In many of these situ¬ 
ations, the pedodontist 
could use some type of 
dental appliance in the 
child's mouth incorporating 
bands, wires or removable 
spacers.  Bell says there 
are some cases where the 
pedodontist will refrain 
from placing this type 
device in the child's 
mouth.  "If a child doesn't 
have a good oral hygiene 
program, there are going 
to be additional problems 
since wires and other 
attachments to the teeth 
can act as food traps 
which can lead to caries 
and gum problems.  So un¬ 
til the child has adequate 
hygiene, wires and bands 
will just complicate the 
problem." 

This leads to the most 
basic method of insuring 
a child has good teeth in 
this early stage of life - 
routine dental care. 
"General prevention to 
guard against decay and 
gum disease are very im¬ 
portant.  This is where 
the parents come in.  You 
are talking about good 
oral hygiene, good diet 
and regular visits to the 
dentist with the parents 
being involved in their 
children's oral health, 
because most of the time 
the children will not do 
it adequately themselves," 
Bell says. 

MCG will host 
Tour and See 
Day this month 

"Tour and See Day" at 
MCG will be Feb. 21 from 
8 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 

The annual event is 
sponsored by the Medical 
Dames Club, a service 
and social organization 
composed of wives of MCG 
medical students.  This 
day is an opportunity 
for students, parents and 
counselors to tour the 
campus and learn more 
about careers in the al¬ 
lied health sciences and 
nursing fields. 

Anne Downing, chair¬ 
woman for the event says 
guests will meet for a 
general informational 
session in the large 
auditorium on campus. 
Tour guides will then 
lead guests to individual 
sessions, each lasting 
20 minutes. -=-■•— 

"At this time there 
is no way to estimate the 
number of participants, 
but each group will have 
approximately 25 students." 

Tour participants will 
learn about admission re¬ 
quirements, the curricu¬ 
lum, financial aid and 
educational costs, career 
opp6rtunities and avail¬ 
ability and salary of 
jobs. 

A refreshment break 
will be provided by the 
Interns and Residents 
Wives Club." 
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Tag mobile schedule 
The "Tag Mobile" will 

be set up in the rear 
service drive of the 
Murphey Building from 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. and from 
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. on the 
following dates:  Feb. 9, 
Feb. 23, Mar. 13." 



Stereotypes disproved in 
MCG study with children 

From early childhood 
through adolescence, dif¬ 
ferences in weight between 
blacks and whites change 
dramatically, according 
to the results of a re¬ 
cent study at MCG.  The 
researchers speculate 
that the differences may 
be due to a combination 
of factors including the 
influence of genetics and 
lifestyle elements such 
as eating habits. 

At some ages, there is 
a pronounced difference 
between the relative body 
weight of black and white 
children, says Robert 
DuRant, research consul¬ 
tant to the Children and 
Youth Clinic at MCG. 
Other researchers working 
on this project include 
Dr. Charles Linder and 
Dr. William Weston of 
MCG's pediatric depart¬ 
ment and Donna S. Martin, 
assistant director of 
dietetics, University 
Hospital, Augusta. 

The study measured 
the relative body weight 
of 1,830 children from 
low income families re¬ 
ceiving comprehensive 
health care.  The children 
ranged in age from two 
months to 18 years. 

Relative body weight 
is a person's actual 
weight for their height 
compared to their expect¬ 
ed weight for height at a 
particular age, DuRant 
explains. 

The researchers dis¬ 
covered that from birth 
to one year of age, blacks 
are heavier than whites. 
The groups maintain ap¬ 
proximately equal weights 
from this time until three 
years of age when whites 
tend to be heavier than 
blacks. 

From ages four to 12, 
blacks and whites are 
about the same, but at 
13, whites are quite 
heavier.  At 14 and 15, 
blacks are heavier and 
during later adolescence, 
both groups weigh about 
the same. 

Not considering age, 
the study found that 
eight percent of black 
males in this group were 
obese and approximately 
10 percent of females of 
both races and white males 
also were obese. 

In addition, 3.4 per¬ 
cent of black males were 
found to be too thin, 
while 5.1 percent of 
black females, 5.8 percent 
of white females and 8.1 
percent of white males 
were too thin. 

"The results seem to 
indicate that biological 
and genetic factors strong¬ 
ly interact with cultural 
and environmental factors 
to influence the preva¬ 

lence of obesity and thin¬ 
ness in this particular 
population of children," 
DuRant says. 

In the past, the re¬ 
searcher explains, many 
people had sterotypical 
impressions that blacks 
are generally heavier 
than whites and females 
generally heavier than 
males.  "This study found 
that these sterotypes do 
not exist for all age 
groups of children."* 

AMA conducting 
activity survey 

The American Medical 
Association is conducting 
a Physicians' Professional 
Activities Census during 
early 1981 preliminary to 
publication of the 28th 
edition of the American 
Medical Directory. 

If you have not re¬ 
ceived your PPA Census 
forms, these are available 
from the Division of Sur¬ 
vey and Data Resources, 
American Medical Associa¬ 
tion, Chicago, 111. 60610.B 

Course for 
instructors to 
be offered 

An instructor's course 
in Advanced Cardiac Life 
Support for physicians 
and oral surgeons will 
be offered at MCG Mar. 
13-15. 

The continuing medical 
education course is pre¬ 
sented by the School of 
Medicine and the Georgia 
Affiliate of the Ameri¬ 
can Heart Association. 

Enrollment is limited 
to 48 persons and upon 
successful completion of 
the course, they will be 
expected to teach at 
least five provider 
courses in Advanced Car¬ 
diac Life Support during 
the next three years. 

Dr. Daniel Ward, as¬ 
sistant professor of sur¬ 
gery, medicine and family 
practice (emergency medi¬ 
cine) at MCG serves as 
director of the course 
along with Dr. Edwin Joy, 
professor and chairman 
of oral surgery, professor 
of surgery and chief of 
hospital services. 

Besides refreshing the 
participant's skills in 
cardiac resuscitation, 
the course will allow 
them to teach others in 
the hospital to become 
more effective in cardiac 
care.  "This has been 
very effective in raising 
the level of emergency 
services and code manage¬ 
ment in hospitals," Ward 
says. 

Those interested in 
enrolling should contact 
the MCG Office of Contin¬ 
uing Education (ext. 3967) 
or Ward (ext. 3332). Ad¬ 
vanced registration is 
necessary to obtain mate¬ 
rial to study before the 
course begins.■ 

Dr Boe named to head 
radiation therapy center 

Dr. Gerald P. Boe has 
been named administrative 
director of the Georgia 
Radiation Therapy Center. 
He assumed his position 
Jan. 9. 

Boe earned the PhD 
degree from Texas A&M 
University, College Sta¬ 
tion.  He also holds a 
baccalaureate degree in 
biology and a masters of 
science in clinical pa¬ 
thology. 

Boe has served as ad¬ 
ministrative chief, de¬ 
partment of pathology, 
Dwight David Eisenhower 
Medical Center, Ft. 
Gordon.  He retired from 
active military duty Feb. 
1, at the rank of lieu¬ 
tenant colonel.  He was 

in the military 21 years. 
Boe has had extensive 

experience as a general 
management consultant.* 

Don't be a 
heart breaker 

Stop smoking. 
The Amencan -tear? Association 

WERE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE 0 

Spring basketball 
signup underway 

Early spring basket¬ 
ball will begin at MCG on 
Mar. 16. Departments in¬ 
terested in participating 
in the league should con¬ 
tact Bishop Reid at ext. 
2969. 

Games will be played 
at the John Milledge 
School gym  Mondays and 
Tuesdays at 7:35 p.m. 

Each team is responsi¬ 
ble for paying a league 
fee of $130.  The money 
must by paid by Mar. 1. 
In addition, all teams 
will have to wear uni¬ 
forms." 

Workshop to aid 
report writers 

A workshop on the use 
of the SPSS Report Writing 
Program will be conducted 
Feb. 24 in Room CB-1F1 
(R&E first floor confer¬ 
ence room) from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. 

Registration will be 
$10 and will include lunch. 
Pre-registration is re¬ 
quired as enrollment is 
limited to 20. Persons 
interested in attending 
should contact Harry Davis 
at 3786.■ 

Make stress work 
for you 

Human beings can draw 
vitality from stress will 
be the theme of a contin¬ 
uing education course at 
the MCG School of Nursing 
Feb. 11. 

The course will begin at 
7 p.m. on Feb. 11 in the 
Nursing Building on Harper 
Street and the fee is $30. 

Lucille Ryan, associate 
professor of Mental Health 
Psychology at MCG, will be 
the instructor.  Informa¬ 
tion can be obtained from 
the Division of Continu¬ 
ing Education or the 
School of Nursing.■ 



Dr.  Walter Leavell,   vice dean of the University of Cincinnati School of Medicine 
chats with students during a  visit  to MCG.     Dr.   Leavell  was on campus  to deliver  the 
banquet speech  to  the workshop conference for pre-medical  advisors and science in¬ 
structors. 

National health quiz to be given Feb. 15 
We are not as healthy 

as we could be.  We eat 
and drink too much.  We 
smoke and diug  ourselves 
until we're sick.  We 
don't exercise nearly 
enough.  And we don't 
know as much as we should 
about good health habits. 

However, there is 
reason to be optimistic. 
More than ever before, we 
want to know how to take 
better care of themselves 
and how to prevent seri¬ 
ous health problems. 

In response to the 
unprecedented demand for 
medical and health infor¬ 
mation, the Public Broad¬ 
casting Service will pre¬ 
sent "The National Health 
Quiz," a one-hour self- 
evaluation health special 
from the producers of the 
popular PBS consumer self- 
care series "Here's to 
Your Health."  Cover girl 

and health and beauty 
reporter Cheryl Tiegs and 
actor Peter Graves will 
co-host the special pro¬ 
gram to be nationally 
telecast Sunday, Feb. 15 
at 10 p.m. EST on PBS 
(check local listings). 

"The National Health 
Quiz" will test viewers' 
general medical knowledge 
and evaluate their health 
risk factors for the four 
leading causes of death: 
Heart disease, cancer, 
stroke and auto accidents. 
In the heart disease cate¬ 
gory, for example, viewers 
will be able to determine 
how such factors as blood 
pressure, cholesterol 
level, family history of 
heart disease, smoking, 
weight and exercise com¬ 
bine to increase or de¬ 
crease their risk of death 
due to heart disease. 

"The National Health 

Quiz" will also allow 
viewers to compute their 
"body age," which may be 
more or less than their 
actual age depending upon 
their physical condition, 
medicial history and be¬ 
havior patterns as tabu¬ 
lated on the score sheet. 
For example, a man who is 
41 years old might have a 
body age of 46, meaning 
he would have the same 
likelihood of dying within 
the next 10 years as a 
man aged 46,  His in¬ 
creased body age could be 
attributed to factors such 
as being overweight, 
having high blood pressure 
or smoking cigarettes. 
But that same man could 
lower his health risks 
and even become a 41-year- 
old man in a 38-year-old's 
body if he modified his 
poor health habits. 

Credit union to hold annual meeting 
The Health Center 

Credit Union's annual 
meeting will be at 2 p.m. 
Feb. 10 in the small 
auditorium.  All members 
are invited and encour¬ 
aged to attend, as new 
members of the Board of 
Directors will be elected, 
as well as those on the 
credit and supervisory 
committees.  The past 
year's operations also 
will be reviewed. 

Each member attending 
will receive a gift, and 
door prizes will be 
awarded and refreshments 
served. 

HCCU members also are 
reminded that statement 
accounts are available 
in the HCCU office in the 

Murphey Building.  These 
statements contain in¬ 
terest paid and dividends 
received during 1980 and 
will be helpful in com¬ 
piling tax forms.  (Fed¬ 
eral and Georgia state 
tax forms are available 
in the HCCU office.) 

And finally, it's not 

too late for those HCCU 
members who want to get 
a jump on next Christmas. 
Membership in the Christ¬ 
mas club is still open. 
The HCCU is open from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thurs¬ 
day and Friday.  Its 
telephone extension is 
2040." 

81 CIST books 
now available 

The 1981 GIST telephone 
directories are now avail¬ 
able in the warehouse. 
A representative from 
each department should 
pick up the appropriate 
number for that office." 

NOTABLES 
C.W. LINDER MD, asso 

prof, ped, received 
$10,004 from Richmond 
County Health Department 
for Teenage Pregnancy Pre¬ 
vention Demonstration Pro¬ 
ject. 

H.W. MERCHANT MSD, prof, 
oral med, received $1,125 
from Endo Laboratories, 
Inc. for an open pilot 
study of Tantum (benzyda- 
mine HC1) in patients 
with aphthous ulcers fol¬ 
lowing periodontal sur¬ 
gery. 

S.M. REICHARD PhD, reg 
prof, rad and physio, 
elected president-elect of 
Shock Society.  Will 
assume responsibilities 
of president, June, 1981. 

J.C. CALVERT MD, PhD, 
prof and chair, fam prac, 
and W.M. JAY MD, asst prof, 
ophth, wrote "Management 
of the Child with Strab¬ 
ismus," American Family 
Physician, as part of 
"Practical Therapeutics 
Series." 

J. CUNNINGHAM MD, prof, 
radio, presented "Advanced 
Renal Sonography," Central 
South Carolina Radiology 
Association, Columbia, 
Nov., 1980. 

CUNNINGHAM presented 
"Ultrasound of the Ureters 
in Obstructive Uropathy," 
Scientific Session of 
Annual Meeting of Society 
of Uroradiology, San Diego, 
Ca., Jan., 1981. 

CUNNINGHAM presented 
"Workshop in Fundamentals 
of Urosonology" and 
"Ultrasonic Pseudolesions," 
Third Annual Postgraduate 
Course in Uroradiology, 
San Diego, Jan., 1981 

CUNNINGHAM wrote 
"Empyema of a Duplicated 
Gallbladder: Echographic 
Findings," Journal of 
Clinical Ultrasound, 
8:511-512, Dec, 1980. 

C.W. FAIRHURST PhD, 
prof and coord, dent mat¬ 
erials, rest dent, receiv¬ 
ed $9,050 from National 
Institute of Dental Re¬ 
search for "Pin and Slot 
Retention in Amalgam and 
Composite Material." 

G.H. NELSON MD, PhD, 
prof and chief, ob labs, 
ob-gyn, wrote "Considera¬ 
tion of Blood Loss at Del¬ 
ivery as Percentage of 
Estimated Blood Volume," 
American Journal of Ob¬ 
stetrics and Gynecology, 
138:1117-1119, 1980. 

R.S. AR0NSTAM PhD, asst 
prof, pharm, received 
$6,500 from Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers Association 
for "Psychotomimetic 
Agents and Cholinergic 
Neurotransmission." 



Career opportunity 
day to be held 

Career-Opportunity Day 
for students in Allied 
Health Sciences and Nurs¬ 
ing is set for Feb. 24. 
Over 300 hospitals and 
health care organizations 
have been invited to meet 
with students between 3 
and 6:30 p.m. in the stu¬ 
dent center. 

Students will have an 
excellent opportunity to 
survey the job market and 
talk to prospective em¬ 
ployers." 

Cope appointed 
coordinator 

Marie H. Cope has been 
appointed to the Clinic 
Staff Coordinator position 
in the Outpatient Build¬ 
ing, it was announced to¬ 
day by Patricia L. Seaman, 
director of Clinic Nursing. 
Ms. Cope's office is 106 
in the Outpatient Build¬ 
ing and her extension is 
2241." 

Dental lab technician can be own boss 

Mrs. Marjorie Bee died 
Wednesday, Jan. 28, 1981 
at her home.  She retired 
from MCG March 31, 1975, 
following a long and well- 
remembered association 
with the college and many 
of our faculty. 

In the early 1940s, Mrs, 
Bee was a public health 
nurse working with Dr. 
Butler and Dr. Virgil P. 
Sydenstricker.  She was 
involved in the two physi¬ 
cians ' influential nutri¬ 
tion studies.  In the 
mid-1940s she left the 
public health service and 
began working for Dr. 
Sydenstricker and Dr. 
Robert Major.  Later, Dr. 
Robert Ellison joined the 
faculty and Mrs. Bee 
worked for the three 
physicians.  She left MCG 
briefly in 1955, accompany¬ 
ing Dr. Major as he estab¬ 
lished a private practice. 
When he moved out-of-state 
in 1963, Mrs. Bee returned 
to MCG and the department 
of surgery, where she re¬ 
mained until her retire¬ 
ment. 

Dr. Lois Ellison, MCG 
provost, remembers Mrs. 
Bee as someone "who did 
more for people than any¬ 
one I have ever known... I 
have never known a person 
who gave so selflessly of 
her time and herself." 

Mrs. Bee was buried 
Jan. 30, in Magnolia 
Cemetery. 

Robert Stewart Jr., 
died Jan. 29, 1981 follow¬ 
ing a short illness.  He 
was first employed at MCG 
in December, 1972 in 
nursing service. 

In most health fields, 
jobs usually require work¬ 
ing for someone else - a 
hospital, a clinic, a 
physician or a dentist. 
It is generally a matter 
in which a student seek¬ 
ing a career in allied 
health has few choices. 

According to Dr. Billy 
Pollard, professor and 
chairman of associated 
dental sciences at MCG, 
one area of allied health 
in which a person can be 
his or her own boss is 
dental laboratory tech¬ 
nology.  "The great thing 
about this field is that 
a person can work for 
someone else, can open a 
laboratory with the abil¬ 
ity to expand as the per¬ 
son desires or can use 
the skills on a part-time 
basis, working out of his 
basement," Dr. Pollard re¬ 
lates. 

A dental laboratory 
technologist, no matter 
which schedule he or she 
choses, takes jobs from 
dentists to fabricate 
various appliances and 
dental restorations for 
the dentist's patients. 
Here again, Dr. Pollard 
states, a dental labora¬ 
tory technologist has a 
wide variety of options 
in the types of restora¬ 
tions and fabrications he 
does.  "A dental labora¬ 
tory technologist can 
stick to doing partial 
and complete dentures or 
go all the way up to where 
he is specializing in 
sophisticated maxillofacial 
prosthetics.  This type 
work would include re¬ 
building portions of faces 
of cancer patients and 
the reconstruction of 
crushed facial bones," 

the dentists relates. 
The dental laboratory 

degree offered at MCG is 
a two-year associate de¬ 
gree program which admits 
15 students a year.  The 
program is operated in 
cooperation with the 
Augusta Area Technical 
School.  Classroom work 
is at AATC and clinical 
work at the Medical Col¬ 
lege.  During the second 
year, students receive 
experience by working in 
commercial laboratories in 
the area and in the lab¬ 
oratories at MCG. 

The diverse opportuni¬ 
ties open to the student 
and the varying levels 
of specialization which 
the student can attain 
are two of the main 
reasons students choose 
dental laboratory tech¬ 
nology as a career oppor¬ 
tunity . ■ 

Dental  laboratory  technicians can work in a  variety of environments and at various 
levels of involvement. 

Regents approve construction plans for MCG 
Approval of preliminary 

plans for construction 
of two parking decks and 
the renovation of the 
seven north nursing unit 
at MCG was given by the 
Board of Regents of the 

University System at their 
January meeting. 

Included in the ap¬ 
proval of the plans was 
the granting of an archi¬ 
tectural contract to 
Planning and Parking Con¬ 

sultants, Inc. of Atlanta 
for the parking decks 
and the approval of an 
architectural contract 
with Edwin C. Eckles, 
architect, of Statesboro, 
for the 7N renovations." 

Pashley to present seminar 
Dr. David Pashley will 

present this week's grad¬ 
uate and faculty seminar 
for the department of oral 
biology and anatomy.  He 
will speak on "Structure 
of Dentin in Relation to 
Dentin Permeability-Future 
Clinical Application." 

Following the seminar, 
there will be a discussion 
given by Dr. Jackie 
Weatherred and Dr. Norm 
Smith. 

The seminar will take 
place at noon, Feb. 5 in 
room 178 of the dental 
building." 
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