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MCG is a
tobacco-free campus

Tech Fair brings 
technology down 
to earth
by Allison Brown-Owens 

The presenters are booked, the 
exhibits are in place and a famous 
man-about-campus is gearing up to 
Boldly Go.

Dr. McGeek, MCG’s Technology 
Fair mascot and honorary member 
of the Information Technology 
Support and Services staff, returns 
Wednesday, March 11 to host the 
seventh annual Technology Fair in 
the Wellness Center. He’ll showcase 
new and innovative technologies 
used and developed at MCG, 
and he’ll be joined by over 45 
internal and external vendors.

McGeek will dole out prizes 
and refreshments to students, 
faculty and staff who attend, 
including Aiken Steeplechase 
tickets, a GPS tracking 
device, a 
Dell monitor 
and printer, 
an iPod 
Touch, gift 
certificates to 
local businesses and 
restaurants and even an 
MCG parking space. Visit 
www.mcg.edu/techfair to 
play trivia games for more 
chances to win. 

There’s even a mini-
fair Monday, March 9 from 
11a.m.-1 p.m. in the Health 
Sciences Building lobby.

This year’s theme, Boldly 
Go, isn’t just a reference 
to Captain Kirk and his 
loyal Enterprise team. It 
encapsulates the MCG vision 
of expanded services and 

education as the campus reaches 
throughout Georgia and beyond. 
As construction projects begin and 
partnerships are forged across the 
state, MCG technologies continue to 
evolve and contribute in new ways. 

Technology is not just about 
the computer on your desk or 
the iPhone in your pocket. It is 
also the SELDI Protein Chip Mass 
Spectrometry technology used to 
determine the inflammatory profile 

of chronic rhinosinusitis or the 
use of a fluorescing agent 
applied to a tooth surface 
to identify the presence of 
tooth tissue. In learning 
about the technologies 
developed and used 
at MCG, the MCG 

community learns more 
about its workplace.

“The goal of 
the Tech Fair is to 
demonstrate how 
much technology 
can enhance patient 
care, research 

and teaching – all 
important to each MCG 
audience – in a fun and 

functional way,” said 
Becky Rogers, project lead 
for the fair.

Plans are under way 
to podcast presentations 
for the first time this 
year. To see a schedule of 
presentations, see page 4.

To learn more, visit www.
mcg.edu/techfair. Check 

often for updates.
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Demolition begins

An excavator begins tearing down the Gilbert Manor housing project to make room for MCG 
expansion. A new building for the School of Dentistry will be the first to go up.

by Jennifer Hilliard
 
A national search is under way 

to replace Dr. Curt Steinhart, who 
is leaving his post as president 
and chief executive officer of the 
MCG Physicians Practice Group 
Foundation to serve as chief 
medical officer at Oklahoma 
University Medical Center. An 
interim management team of 
physicians and vice presidents will 

handle his responsibilities in the 
interim, said Dr. Anthony Mulloy, 
chair of the board of trustees.

“Dr. Steinhart has diligently 
pursued the best interests of our 
faculty,” says Dr. D. Douglas Miller, 
dean of the School of Medicine. 
“It is difficult to lose such an 
individual, but we wish him well in 
his future endeavors.”

Search under way 
for PPG president

See PPG, page 7
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DEADLINES
for  Mar. 18 issue - Mar. 11 at noon
for  Apr. 1 issue - Mar. 25 at noon

The mission of the Medical College of Georgia is to discover, 
disseminate, and apply knowledge to improve health and reduce the 
burden of illness on society. In realizing its mission, the Medical College 
of Georgia is committed to serving the people of Georgia, the nation and 
the world by:
•	Preparing	the	health	professional	workforce	of	the	future;
•	Conducting	research	through	programs	that	create,	disseminate	and
	 apply	new	knowledge	relevant	to	human	health;
•	Providing	exceptional,	innovative,	patient-centered	health
	 care	services;
•	Contributing	to	the	economic	development	and	well-being	of	the
 State of Georgia through integrated programs in education,
 research and clinical care.

Wellness March special
The Wellness Center is offering a 

personal training introductory package 
this month for $49, a 30 percent savings, 
which includes a comprehensive fitness 
assessment and three half-hour personal 
training sessions. Other personal training 
packages are 10 percent off. 

Contact: ext. 1-3356 or wellness@mcg.
edu 

Stethoscope repair
MCGHealth Materials Management 

is hosting a Littmann stethoscope 
repair clinic in the Magnolia Room of 
Terrace Dining today from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and tomorrow, March 5 from 4-7 p.m. 
Stethoscopes will be cleaned and repaired.

 

Education lecture
The School of Medicine Education 

Discovery Institute will host its inaugural 
visiting professor tomorrow, March 5, in 
Children’s Medical Center conference room 
1810. Dr. Glenn Regehr, associate director 
of the Wilson Centre in the University of 
Toronto, will speak at noon on authentic 
models of clinical evaluation and at      
4:15 p.m. on deconstructing the fallacies 
of the adult learner. 

 For more information: Peggy Wagner, 
ext. 1-7589

Memorial service
The Department of Surgery will host a 

memorial service for Dr. Jorge Cue Friday, 
March 6 at 5 p.m. in room 1222 of the 
Health Sciences Building. Dr. Cue, who 
died Dec. 26, served MCG since 1990.

For more information: Terri Chavous, 
ext. 1-4651 or terri@mcg.edu

Heart and Sole 5k
Heart and Sole Inc. will hold its third 

annual 5k Run/Walk Saturday, March 7, 
starting at the Children’s Medical Center. 
The cost is $25. Registration is Friday, 
March 6 from 3-7 p.m. and Saturday 
morning from 7-8:45 a.m. Proceeds 
benefit the CMC, Camp Strong Heart and 
the Children’s Heart Program Volunteer 
Council.

For more information: www.
heartandsoleinc.org

Blood drives
A blood drive will take place Tuesday, 

March 10 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
Wednesday and Thursday, March 11 
and 12 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. in the Health 
Sciences Building lobby. 

For more information: ext. 1-3695

Retirees’ luncheon
The MCG Retirees Association will hold 

its quarterly luncheon meeting Tuesday, 
March 10 at 11:30 a.m. at the Enterprise 
Mill. Dr. Brian McKinnon will speak on 
hearing health. 

For more information: Carolyn 
Thompson, 706-736-6272

Tech Fair
The seventh annual MCG Tech Fair will 

take place Wednesday, March 11 in the 
Wellness Center.

For more information: Becky Rogers, 
ext. 1-3668 or www.mcg.edu/techfair

5K Race/Walk
The Changing Lives 5K Race/Walk 

will be held Saturday, March 14 at Lake 
Olmstead. Runners start at 9 a.m. and 
walkers start at 9:30 a.m. Proceeds 
benefit MCG’s Department of Pediatric 
Nephrology.

For more information: Adam 
Goldberg, agoldberg@mcg.edu or www.
changinglives5k.org

CMC golf tournament
The “Fore the Kids Golf Tournament” 

will take place Saturday, March 14 at 
the Forest Hills Golf Club. Registration 
is at noon with a 1 p.m. shotgun start. 
Early registration by March 7 is $55, late 
registration is $75. There will be $2,000 
in prizes. Proceeds benefit the Miracle 
Marathon and the Children’s Medical 
Center.

To register: www.active.com or 
miraclemarathon@gmail.com 

Purchasing deadlines
Non-construction-related Request 

for Quotes must be submitted to the 
Purchasing Department by Friday, March 
20. The RFQ process is used to purchase 
equipment, products and other goods and 
services valued at $5,000 or more from 
non-state-contracted providers.

Contact: James Harris, ext. 1-2424 or 
Greg Woodlief, ext. 1-2213

Golf tournament
The fourth annual Tony Molini Golf 

Tournament to benefit MCG nuclear 
medicine technology student education 
and promote melanoma awareness will 
take place Saturday, March 21 at Gordon 
Lakes Golf Course. The $60 entry fee 
includes greens fee, golf cart, dinner at 
the Fort Gordon Club House, drinks and 
prizes.

For more information: mowen@mcg.
edu or 706-774-5001

SEEP summer positions
The Office of Educational Outreach and 

Partnerships is accepting applications for 
summer positions as program assistants 
and residence hall supervisors in its 
Student Educational Enrichment Programs 
for high school and college students. 
Program assistants serve as teaching 
assistants and peer mentors/tutors. The 
residence hall supervisor oversees all 
dormitory activities. Qualified health 
professions students will work at least 
40 hours a week from May 29-July 17, 
and receive compensation and dormitory 
accommodations. Application deadline is 
March 30.

For more information: Linda James, ext. 
1-2522 or ljames@mcg.edu 

Cookbook sale
Cookin’ for a Cancer Cure, a collection 

of recipes from MCGHealth Cancer Center 
patients, families, staff and friends, is on 
sale at the Cancer Clinic and the gift shops 
for $15 plus tax. Proceeds will benefit the 
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life 
May 15-16 and the center opening next 
year. 

For more information: Tracey Slagle, 
ext. 1-3249 or tslagle@mcg.edu

Tobacco cessation
The MCG Nursing Faculty Practice 

Group offers free tobacco-cessation 
treatment to eligible MCG employees and 
students and MCGHealth plan participants. 
Treatment includes medical screening 
to create a personalized treatment plan, 
group counseling and up to three months 
of medication therapy.

For details: ext. 1-8224 or cayates@mcg.
edu

Confidential counseling
MCG’s Employee/Faculty Assistance 

Program offers up to six confidential 
counseling sessions to employees and 
their immediate family at no charge. The 
sessions may cover any personal or work-
related area of concern and are held at 844 
Chafee Ave.

For more information: ext. 1-2599

Beeper deadlines
For the March 18 edition, deadline is 

March 11 at noon. For the April 1 edition, 
deadline is March 25 at noon. Send 
announcements or story ideas to beeper@
mcg.edu or contact Beeper Editor Sharron 
Walls at ext. 1-4410, FI-1042 (campus mail) 
or swalls@mcg.edu.

MCG news may also be submitted 
to the MyMCG Web portal by e-mailing 
NEEDTOKNOW@mcg.edu and the 
Campus Events Calendar at www.calendar.
mcg.edu.
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by Amy Connell

Oral surgery, colon cancer 
screening, pediatric malignancies, 
lupus and headaches are among 
topics up for discussion during the 
spring semester of the MCG Mini-
Medical School that runs through 
March 31.

The lecture series, conducted 
by MCG faculty members, helps 
educate the public about medicine 
and health care as it gives them a 
taste of what medical students learn.

“It provides the general public 
with an opportunity to learn 
about medical topics and allows 
physicians to share knowledge in a 
comfortable environment,” says Dr. 
Alan Roberts, associate professor of 
medicine and creator of the MCG 
Mini-Medical School. “This is what 
the patient-physician relationship 
and interaction is all about and adds 
to the concept of family-centered 
care, which is at the core of the 
MCG health care delivery system.”

Classes are from 7-9 p.m. on six 
consecutive Tuesdays in the School 
of Dentistry at the corner of 15th 
Street and Laney-Walker Boulevard. 

Participants can park at the Student 
Center lot across from the School 
of Dentistry. Tuition is $10 for high 
school students and $25 for college 
students with identification, $35 for 
MCG employees, $50 for individuals 
and $75 for families. Snacks, 
learning materials and a certificate 
of achievement are provided. The 
semester counts for 12 hours of 
continuing education credit.

The MCG Mini-Medical School 
began in fall 2003; the first mini-
medical school was developed by 
the National Institutes of Health, 
and more than 80 similar programs 
now exist nationwide.

MCG attendees have ranged in 
age from teens to senior citizens. 
Former participants are encouraged 
to attend.

Class dates, topics and 
educators:

March 10: Physical Medicine – 
What Is It and What Is a Physical 
Medicine Doctor?, Dr. Pamela B. 
Salazar, clinical assistant professor 
of pediatrics, School of Medicine; 
and Learn All About Oral Surgery, 

Dr. Solon T. Kao, assistant professor 
of oral and maxillofacial surgery, 
School of Dentistry.

March 17: Screening for Colon 
Cancer in 2009 – What Are 
the Options?, Dr. Sherman M. 
Chamberlain, associate professor 
of medicine, School of Medicine; 
and Lupus Nephritis, Dr. Michael P. 
Madaio, chair of the Department of 
Medicine, School of Medicine. 

March 24: Pediatric Malignancies, 
Dr. Colleen H. McDonough, assistant 
professor of pediatrics, School 
of Medicine; and Breast Cancer, 
Dr. Thomas A. Samuel, assistant 
professor of medicine, School of 
Medicine. 

March 31: I Have Such a 
Headache, Dr. J. Ned Pruitt, 
associate professor of neurology, 
School of Medicine; and Pathologists 
– The Doctors Behind the Scenes, 
Dr. Paul W. Biddinger, chief of the 
Section of Pathology, School of 
Medicine.

For more details, contact 
the Department of Continuing 
Education at ext.1-3967 or visit 
www.mcg.edu/ce/.

Mini-Medical School spring 
semester under way

MCG improves 
recycling efforts

Last March, MCG 
combined its paper-
recycling and shredding 
programs. In that time, 
281,500 pounds of paper 
have been shredded 
and recycled, 91,344 
pounds more than the 
previous year, a volume 
equivalent to 2,500 
trees.

Only about one-
third of the fiber 
used to make paper 
in the United States 
comes from whole 
trees. Another third is 
recovered paper. Wood 
chips and scraps left 
behind from forest and sawmill 
operations make up the final 
third. Paper manufacturers 
often combine various amounts 
of recycled and new fiber to 
produce the desired quality and 
grade of paper.

MCG has 167 recycling/

shredding containers on campus. 
Paper to be recycled or shredded 
should be placed in these secure 
containers.

For additional containers 
or more information, contact 
Kevin Doyle, assistant director 
of materials management, at 
1-1796.
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Traffic on Laney-Walker 
Boulevard is feeling the 
repercussions of moving through a 
construction zone, coming to a stop 
for up to 10 minutes at a time.

Pre-cast concrete sections of 
the MCGHealth Cancer Treatment 
Center are being brought in on 
trucks and lifted by crane to the 
construction site. While the crane 
is lifting, flagmen are stopping 
traffic in all four lanes for five to 
10 minutes. At times, trucks are 

scheduled to arrive every 15-30 
minutes. This phase of construction 
should last three weeks. 

“I don’t see this running 
continuously, but there will be a 
lot of activity,” said MCG Chief of 
Police William McBride. “Traffic up 
and down Laney-Walker is certainly 
affected.”

He advises drivers to take 
alternate routes or factor more travel 
time into their schedules.

Construction to 
affect traffic

2009 Technology Fair Presentation 
Schedule Sneak Peak
Time Room 1 Room 2 Open Area

9 a.m.

10 a.m.

11 a.m.

Noon

1 p.m.

2 p.m.

Social Networking Safety 
Tips: Jason Rote, ITSS, 
Security

Smart Phone for Expert 
Remote ECG Assessment of 
Acute Cardiac Events: Andrew 
Morgan, Telemedicine

How to Use Acrobat to Save 
Money and Stay Green: 
Robert McDaniels, Adobe

Plug and Play Course 
Development: David 
Lloyd, Board of Regents

Bibliographic Tools: Zotero vs 
Endnote: Lynn Jaffe, SAHS 
Occupational Therapy

The Role of Informatics in 
Collaborative Clinical and 
Translational Science: Tony 
O’Hare, Percipenz

Learning Objects: Save 
Time and Impress your 
Students:  Clare Billman, 
ITSS, Instructional Design

Library Launches New Web 
Tools: Sandra Bandy, Library

PowerPoint Tips: Diantha La 
Vine, Visual & Instructional 
Design

Top Five Information 
Security Mistakes and How 
to Avoid: Walter Ray, ITSS, 
Security

MCG Grid Computing: Anil 
Devarapu, MCG

Medical College of Georgia 
and Collexis Research 
Profiling Project: Martha 
Golubock, Collexis

Alternative Learning and 
Teaching Tools: SAHS-
Physical Therapy

Technology for Tomorrow’s 
Learner: Roman Cibirka, Vice 
President for Instruction and 
Enrollment Management

A. R. Johnson Internship 
Program: A.R. Johnson 
Magnet School

Integrating WIMBA LIVE 
for Synchronous Distance 
Education into a Traditional 
Classroom Format: Laura 
Gunder, School of Allied 
Health Sciences

Health Assessment Online: 
Gayle Bentley, School of 
Nursing

Clinical Research 
Management System 
Demonstration: Angie Allen, 
Percipenz OnCore

Subscribe to
Need To Know Daily Digest

my.mcg.edu
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Office spotlight: The Office of Institutional 
Audit and Compliance
by Sharron Walls

 
Editor’s note: From time to time, 

the Beeper will take a closer look at 
select departments and offices on 
campus. In the issue, we visit the 
Office of Institutional Audit and 
Compliance.

Doing more with less. The MCG 
Office of Institutional Audit and 
Compliance has become so good 
at it, they’ve been invited to show 
other universities how.

Michael Hill, vice president for 
internal audit, compliance and risk 
management, will present at the 
Society of Corporate Compliance 
and Ethics’ Effective Compliance 

Systems in Higher Education 
National Conference May 31- June 2 
in Austin, Texas.

“The session will be on how dual-
role offices, those with audit and 
compliance and/or risk management 
responsibilities on campuses 
similar to ours, can justly perform 
their duties with limited human 
and financial resources,” said Mr. 
Hill. “Everything keeps expanding 
when it comes to internal controls, 
regulatory compliance issues and 
risk management.”

For most people, “audit” 
means one of two things – taxes 
or inventory. At MCG, it means 
safeguarding resources, making 
sure accounting functions operate 
properly and controls are efficient 

and effective while being compliant 
with regulatory issues. 

“It’s not an ‘I gotcha’ mentality,” 
said Mr. Hill. “We’re here to help. 
We’re part of the MCG family. We 
share the same institutional goals 
and mission. The organizational 
structure allows us to review and 
assess processes and procedures 
from an independent, objective 
perspective. Our recommendations 
are driven by the philosophy of 
what is best for MCG.”

The office validates MCG’s 
system of internal self-assessment 
by departments. With over 100 
participating business units on 
campus, the cycle to complete 
system audits has been cut to 
two and a half years, a significant 
improvement over the previous rate 
of four to six audits per year. “We 
get more bang for our buck,” Mr. 
Hill said.

The office by necessity has a 
broad understanding of campus 
issues to ensure adequate controls 
are in place. Audit and compliance 
team members strive to keep the 
institution on track and to eliminate 
gaps that might allow fraud or non-
compliance issues to exist.

“Some might say we are risk 
specialists,” said Mr. Hill. “We try 
to differentiate between what’s 
working in an area and what’s not, 

and then make recommendations to 
management.”

Stressing that his seven-person 
team learns as much from other 
areas on campus as those areas 
learn from them, Mr. Hill encourages 
open, honest dialogue and 
welcomes concerns and questions. 

“The departments we work with 
are the subject matter experts,” he 
said. “Our objective is not to tell 

them how to do their job, but to 
look at what they are doing and 
determine if it is compliant with 
internal and external regulations. 
Most people are doing what they’re 
supposed to be doing. If not, we 
ask, ‘How can we become compliant 
while making the process better?’ 
We focus on improvement as well as 
compliance.”

The Office of Audit and Compliance staff: Christine Adams 
(seated, from left), Mike Hill and Kim Templeton. Will 
Barnes (standing, from left), Mandy Herron, Lisa Carrier 
and Crystal Corey.
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It’s Your Call.
Compliance Hotline
1-800-576-6623
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Stroke
Living human brain tissue 

obtained during surgeries to treat 
seizures is enabling an MCG 
neuroscientist to advance stroke 
research.

Dr. Sergei Kirov, director of 
MCG’s Human Brain Laboratory, 
replicates a stroke in the tissue by 
withholding oxygen and glucose. 
He then measures different drugs’ 
effectiveness in halting a stroke’s 
characteristic waves of electrical 
silence that kill brain cells.

Blocking or minimizing the waves 
should enhance recovery from 
stroke, a leading cause of death and 
disability in the United States.

Hypertension
MCG researchers have identified 

estrogen’s role in helping protect 
premenopausal women from 
hypertension.

Salt-sensitive hypertension results 
when the body tries to force the 
kidneys to shed the excess sodium 
some people inexplicably retain. 
Endothelin B receptors, found in 
the blood vessels and tubules of 
the kidneys, are thought to act as 
gatekeepers, deciding how much salt 
the body should excrete.

Endothelin A receptors counteract 
this work by signaling an increase 
in blood pressure. Pulmonary 
hypertension is treated by blocking 
the receptors.

MCG tests showed the receptors 
reduce blood flow to the kidneys 
more in male rats than in female 
rats. When researchers removed the 
female rats’ ovaries, they responded 
more like the males. Estrogen 
appeared to improve the action 
of the receptors, said Dr. David 
Pollock, renal physiologist in the 
Vascular Biology Center.

The findings were published 
in the February edition of 
Hypertension.

Diabetes
Dr. Andrew Mellor, director of 

MCG’s Immunotherapy Center, and 
his colleagues are seeking to create 
a “no-go zone” in their efforts to 
forestall type 1 diabetes.

They will try to delay or prevent 
the disease in laboratory mice by 
boosting the levels of the immune-
suppressing enzyme, IDO, or 
by packaging islet cell antigens, 
which get the immune system’s 
attention, with this suppressor. 
Dr. Mellor believes T-cells, which 
decide whether to attack or ignore 
an antigen, will ignore insulin-
producing cells if they see them for 
the first time with IDO.

He and his colleagues, funded 
by the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation International, suspect 
that a defect in dendritic cells 

hinders IDO expression. Dr. Mellor’s 
research partner, Dr. David Munn, 
collaborated with Dr. Jonathan Katz 
of the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center to demonstrate that 
diabetes worsens in mice when 
dendritic cells and IDO are depleted.

Obesity
Knocking out a gene that 

contributes to insulin resistance 
appears to prevent obesity-related 
cardiovascular damage.

Dr. David Stepp, co-director of 
MCG’s Diabetes & Obesity Discovery 
Institute, and his colleagues found 
that cardiovascular function 
improved after eliminating a gene 
called PTP1B in genetically fat mice 
that get diabetes.

He hopes the finding will lead 
the gene to become a drug target 
for obese people whose struggle 
with blood glucose control threatens 
diabetes.

“We have shown cardiovascular 
function is improved by knocking 
out this gene. The question is why,” 
says Dr. Stepp, principal investigator 
on five-year, $2.5 million National 
Institutes of Health grant that he 
hopes will help find the answer.

Overeating increases glucose, 
which prods more insulin 
production and decreases levels of 
nitric oxide, a blood vessel dilator. 
“Once you have less nitric oxide, 
you start getting blood vessel 
disease,” said Dr. David Fulton, 
senior investigator on the grant.

Research Roundup

See Roundup, page 7
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Recipe Contest
Winner

receives a FREE LUNCH FOR FOUR 
delivered to her office by Choice Catering.

Lynn Norvell

Sausage Dip

WE NEED YOUR RECIPES! 
Submit your recipe to the Beeper! 

beeperrecipes@aikenstandard.com

Lunch for 4 
provided by

R129892•BP030409

1 pound sausage
1 block Philadelphia cream cheese

1 can Ro*Tel tomatoes 
(I use Original Diced Tomatoes & Green Chilies)

Brown sausage & drain. Melt cream cheese with browned sausage.
Add Ro*Tel tomatoes (undrained) and heat thoroughly (do not boil).

Cook over medium heat about 5 minutes or until cream cheese is completely  
melted and mixture is well blended, stirring frequently. Serve warm as 

a dip with Fritos or Tostitos. 
(It works well to serve it in a miniature crock pot to keep it warm.)

Ingredients

Directions

choicecatering.com • 706.364.4492
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discount 
with MCG ID

10%

Join Us For

On St. Patrick’s Day!
GREEN BEER
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Individuals interested in 
advanced nursing education at 
MCG can learn more about the 
graduate programs at the School 
of Nursing’s annual Spring 
Information Session Saturday, 
March 7. 

The free session, held from 
8:30-11:30 a.m. in the Health 
Sciences Building, will feature 
presentations and breakout 
sessions from graduate program 
directors representing the school’s 

eight programs. 
“We are very excited about the 

opportunities for nurses and non-
nurses to continue their education 
and impact health care delivery 
through practice, education and 
research,” says Dr. Janie Heath, 
School of Nursing associate dean 
for academic affairs. 

Breakfast will be served. For 
more information, contact Isis 
Jarrett, ext. 1-3843 or visit www.
mcg.edu/son/grad-info-rsvp.html.

School of Nursing hosts 
information session March 7Under Dr. Steinhart’s leadership, 

PPG has opened several new 
practice sites, including an 
8,000-square-foot ambulatory clinic 
in Lake Oconee Village in Greene 
County, Ga., and, more recently, 
MCG Orthopaedic Associates on 
West Wheeler Parkway.

The MCG Physicians Practice 
Group Foundation was established 
in 1958 as the academic faculty 
practice plan of MCG and an 
unincorporated association and 
a not-for-profit entity. With 
approximately 365 physician 
members and more than 200 
employees, PPG contracts with MCG 
Health, Inc., to provide clinical 
services. Under the auspices of MCG 
Medical Associates, the group’s 
physicians provide care at over 30 
primary and specialty care locations 
throughout Georgia and South 
Carolina.

PPG...from page 1

“What this gene is telling us,” 
Dr. Stepp said, “is if you can 
improve the fine control [of insulin 
production], despite the fact that 
you are still fat, your cardiovascular 
function is enormously better.”

Breast cancer
Researchers are trying to open a 

door for a killer that breast cancer 
cells shut out.

Dr. Thangaraju Muthusamy, 
assistant professor of biochemistry 
and molecular biology, and his 
colleagues recently obtained grants 
from the Department of Defense and 
National Cancer Institute Breast to 
prod cancer cells to open the door to 
pyruvate, a metabolite in the blood 
that is lethal to rapidly multiplying 
cells.

Since breast cancer cells won’t 
allow pyruvate in, MCG researchers 
looked to a healthy group of rapidly-

dividing breast cells that do let in a 
similar killer.

Breast tissue expands during 
lactation. When breastfeeding stops, 
a fatty acid similar to pyruvate 
called butyrate penetrates the cells, 
said Dr. Vadivel Ganapathy, chair of 
the Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular. Breast size is reduced 
and lactation is halted via this 
process known as involution.

“The normal expansion of breast 
tissue during lactation is similar to 
breast cancer when tumors grow 
and multiply,” Dr. Muthusamy 
said. “But the cell death that occurs 
in normal breast tissue during 
involution does not occur in breast 
cancer. Tumor cells are smart; they 
silence the transporter to avoid 
death. No transporter means no 
pyruvate is getting into the cells.”

The researchers will try to 
force cancer cells to express the 
transporter and open the door for 
pyruvate.

RounduP...from page 6

Dr. Curt Steinhart
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by Amy Connell

Dental students, residents and 
faculty and dental hygiene students 
in the Schools of Dentistry and Allied 
Health Sciences presented research at 
Table Clinic Day Feb. 18.

The event allows students and 
residents to discuss their research 
with peers, faculty and administration 
and prepares them for upcoming 
national research meetings, says Dr. 
Barry Hammond, assistant professor 
of general dentistry and president of 
the Georgia Chapter of the American 
Association for Dental Research. 

“We are very proud of these 
students for their accomplishments 
and are always impressed and 
encouraged by their enthusiasm and 
commitment to the field of dental 
research,” Dr. Hammond says. 

Dr. James H. Reynierson, a general 
dentist in Martinez, Ga. and a fellow 
of the Pierre Fauchard Academy, was 
the keynote speaker. The event was 
sponsored by the School of Dentistry’s 
Student Research Group, the Georgia 
Chapter of the American Association 
for Dental Research and the American 
Student Dental Association.

Research highlighted at Table Clinic Day
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School of Dentistry Dean 
Connie Drisko (from left), 
dental students Bart 
Wilson, Lindsey Thurman, 
Julie Winger, Sara Khan 
and Francesca Seta, and 
Vice President for Student 
Services and Development 
Kevin Frazier enjoy the 
clinic portion of Table 
Clinic Day.

Dr. Drew Kious (from left), Dr. Gary Holmes and senior hygiene students Sally Barnes, 
Madeline Zettler, Erica Newton and Neha Desai discuss a poster.

Campus photographer Phil Jones caught the setting sun reflecting off the new construction fence surrounding Gilbert Manor one recent brisk afternoon.

At the end of the day
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The Greenbrier High School 
Pack Players recently 
performed scenes from 
Beauty and the Beast at the 
Children’s Medical Center. 
Sixteen-month-old Amiah 
Maloyd, of Augusta, doesn’t 
quite know what to make of 
the musical drama.

What’s 
going on?
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by Jennifer Hilliard

Dr. Jack Borders, a pediatric 
otolaryngologist specializing in 
airway management, has joined the 
Department of Otolaryngolgy/Head 
and Neck Surgery in the School of 
Medicine as director of pediatric 
otolaryngology and international 
medicine. 

Airway management is the 
medical and surgical treatment 
of problems in the air passages, 
including the nose, sinuses, throat, 
voicebox and windpipe.

A 1988 graduate of MCG, he 
returns to his alma mater from the 
Johns Hopkins University satellite 
campus in the United Arab Emirates, 
where he served as director of global 
services and assistant professor of 
otolaryngology. 

With extensive experience in 
international medicine, Dr. Borders 
plans to immediately increase 
MCG’s global presence.

“With the Children’s Medical 
Center and all of the resources here, 
my vision is to make MCG a place 
where more and more international 
patients can come to receive top-
notch specialized care,” he says. “I 
want to expand our practice and 
re-affirm it as a place where patients 
from the United States and other 
countries can receive excellent care, 
students are intensely supervised 
and trained and thoughtful research 
is carried out.”

He also plans to begin an airway 
management fellowship program for 
domestic and international students. 

Dr. Borders’ interest in 
international medicine began 
with his own pediatric airway 
management fellowship in Australia. 

“That experience really opened 
my eyes,” he says. “We have so 
much in the United States that the 
rest of the world doesn’t have in 

terms of good and available medical 
care. It helped me understand our 
responsibility to export that care to 
places that aren’t so lucky.”

After the fellowship, he continued 
working internationally – traveling 
with the U.S. Olympic team, 
working in eastern Europe and 
China and doing medical aid work 
in Haiti – all while maintaining a 
private practice in coastal Georgia.

“But it was really my 
international work that always kept 
me going,” Dr. Borders says.

When the opportunity arose 
to manage 517 physicians at the 
Johns Hopkins satellite hospital in 
the United Arab Emirates, he knew 
he’d found a niche. And because 
he was the only physician in the 
Persian Gulf who specialized in 
pediatric airway management, he 
knew he’d have the opportunity to 
treat thousands of young patients 
who wouldn’t otherwise receive 

specialized care.
“Airway management in 

pediatrics can be especially scary 
– for patients and their families,” 
Dr. Borders says. “We’re talking 
about seeing patients with a range 
of issues – from premature babies 
on ventilators to children with life-
threatening nasal tumors. This was 
a place with no access to specialized 
care. Without a specialist, those 
patients and their families might 
be sent abroad to hospitals that did 
have specialists or not treated at 
all.”

Dr. Borders sees MCG as a place 
that can help.

“Seeing those patients always 
presents an interesting set of 
challenges, but it can result in a 
mutually beneficial relationship 
between MCG and other countries,” 
he says. “I am very enthusiastic 
about planting those seeds and 
watching them grow.”

“Dr. Borders has distinguished 
himself at every step of his career,” 
says Dr. David Terris, department 
chair and Porubsky Distinguished 
Professor in Otolaryngology. “He 
has a long track record of program-
building and leadership and we 
are confident that he will have an 
immediate and positive impact 
here.”

Dr. Borders to increase focus 
on international presence

Dr. Jack Borders
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9CRUISES TOURS & TRAVEL

401 WEST MARTINTOWN ROAD • NORTH AUGUSTA, SC 29841
Toll Free 877-879-1667 or 803-279-1667 • ctt1@comcast.net

GRACELAND TOUR
April 7-8, 2009

 Rates Starting At $350.00

COME JOIN CRUISES TOURS & TRAVEL 
ON THE 2009 EXCURSIONS:

Transportation Is Provided On All Land Tours.  
Ask About The Washington, DC & Jamestown, VA & Our European Packages For 2009.

BILTMORE ESTATE FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS
April 20-21, 2009

 Rates Starting At $300.00

ALASKA EXCURSION
June 17-24, 2009 

COPPER CANYON ADVENTURE
September 6-14, 2009

COUNTRY MUSIC AT SEA
FREEPORT & NASSAU

Special Guest Artists
September 10-14, 2009

FALL FOLIAGE ESCAPFROM NY
BOSTON, PORTLAND, MA , BAY OF 
FUNDAY HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

September 19-26, 2009

BEST OF EASTERN CANADA 
MONTREAL, QUEBEC CITY, 

OTTAWA,NIAGARA FALLS & TORONTO
 September 20-28, 2009

WINTER ESCAPE CRUISE
GRAND CAYMAN & JAMAICA 

Rates Starting At $367.00
December 5-10, 2009

R129586•BP030409
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Send news of accomplishments 
to Beeper Editor Sharron Walls at 
swalls@mcg.edu.

Dr. Campbell named 
fellow

Dr. Carol Campbell, associate 
dean for 
academic and 
business affairs 
in the School 
of Allied Health 
Sciences, has 
been named 
a fellow of 
the American 
Health 
Information 
Management 

Association.
Of the association’s 52,000 

members, only 64 are fellows. Dr. 
Campbell is the first MCG recipient 
of this honor. 

“I’m humbled by this,” Dr. 
Campbell said. “While it’s a 
recognition of my accomplishment, 
more importantly I know it comes 
with a responsibility to continue 
making significant contributions to 
the field and to mentor others.”

Her most significant contributions 
have been in academia. Since Dr. 
Campbell came to MCG in 1984, 
294 students have earned health 
information management degrees. 
“It’s a privilege to shape and 

mold the profession by educating 
our future colleagues,” she said. 
During her tenure as chair of the 
Department of Health Informatics, 
she helped establish the Master of 
Public Health Program in Health 
Informatics.

Dr. Campbell is a professor in the 
Schools of Allied Health Sciences, 
Graduate Studies and Medicine. 
She received the 2006 Outstanding 
Service Award from the School of 
Allied Health Sciences.

She is a member of the Alpha 
Eta Society, Georgia and American 
Health Information Management 
Associations and the Academy of 
Management.

She is an editorial board member 
of Perspectives in Health Information 
Management, Health Care Manager 
and the Journal of American 
Health Information Management 
Association.

Obituaries
The MCG community extends 

condolences to the friends and 
family of:

Eula Lee Griffin, 81, a retired 
environmental services technician, 
who died Feb. 13. She was with 
MCG from 1966-90.

Newsmakers

STAFF
School of Medicine
 Shan Shan Zhan

School of Nursing
 Joseph M. Garner

Environmental Services
 Kelvin Cornelius Dorsey Jr.

Georgia Correctional 
HealthCare
 Carolyn Ross Terrell
 Sarah W. French
 Judie Ann Sanders
 Marqus Carl Coleman
 Patricia M. Cobb

Georgia War Veterans 
Nursing Home
 Marjorie Jenkins Cain
 Melode Wright Frye

MCG Cancer Center
 Zhi-Chun Ding

Office of Educational 
Design & Development
 Michael Shane Casdorph

Sponsored Program 
Administration
 Joshua S. Heath

FAREWELL…
with thanks, to these retirees for their 
years of service:

Diane O. Sherman, senior staff 
nurse, 24 years
Brenda Hillis, Controller’s Office, 
23 years
Eric L. Hillman, Family Medicine, 
11 years
Martha Gilmer, GCHC Phillips State 
Prison, 10 years

Welcome…
to these new members of the MCG community  

Subscribe to
Need To Know Daily Digest

my.mcg.edu
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ATLANTA AIRPORT
Reliable

Convenient
Affordable

39 Trips Weekly to 
Atlanta Hartsfield International Airport

Serving Augusta since 1998

4389 W Maysfield Drive • Augusta, GA 30909
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by Amy Connell

In eighth grade, Josepha 
Iluonakhamhe worked hard to 
conceal her Nigerian accent. 

She and her family moved to 
America when Josepha was 12, an 
age when standing out isn’t so cool.

“It was scary at first, and I felt 
like I stood out in a negative way 
because of my strong accent,” says 
Josepha, a second-year medical 
student. But as she got older, she 
embraced her roots, and says, “Now, 
I try to stand out.”

Stand out, she does. Josepha 
is one of eight students in the 
country to receive a $1,200 National 
Association of Medical Minority 
Educators, Inc., scholarship to 
increase the number of minority 
health care professionals in the 
United States. She received the 
award for her academic standing, 
community service and work 
with MCG’s Student Educational 
Enrichment Program, a seven-week 
summer program that exposes 
high school and college students to 
health sciences. She was a program 
assistant, tutoring and mentoring 

program participants.  
“I was in the SEEP Pre-

Matriculation Program and it made 
me want to give back and help other 
students,” Josepha says. “I had 
mentors who really inspired me and 
introduced me to different things, 
and I wanted to do the same.” 

Linda James, program director, 
says she succeeded.  

“She was an outstanding 
employee and role model and was 
a tremendous asset in helping 
SEEP students be successful in and 
out of the classroom,” Ms. James, 
who nominated Josepha for the 
scholarship, says. “I could always 
depend on her.” 

Josepha’s family provided 
inspiration as well.   

“I was only thinking of a career 
in biology when I started college, 
but then my father got really sick, 
and it was the first time everything 
clicked for me,” she says. “I actually 
believed the doctors when they said 
everything was going to be all right. 
I want to give that feeling to my 
patients.”

Her brother, Kevin, a 2008 School 
of Medicine graduate, gave Josepha 

a glimpse into her remaining two 
years of school.

“At first, I was a little freaked out 
when I would see him leave at 6 
a.m. and get home at 11 p.m., but 
the fact that he’s doing so well really 
encourages me because I know I can 
do it too,” she says.

Wilma Sykes-Brown, assistant 
dean for School of Medicine’s 
Office of Educational Outreach 
and Partnerships, says Josepha’s 
compassion is one of the 
many reasons she received the 
scholarship.

“She’s very humanistic in how 
she deals with people, and that’s 
one of the things that impressed me 
about her,” Ms. Sykes-Brown says. 
“I wasn’t surprised she was selected 
for the award.”

For more information about the 
National Association of Medical 
Minority Educators, Inc., visit www.
nammenational.org. To find out 
more about MCG’s SEEP Programs, 
call the Office of Educational 
Outreach and Partnerships at ext. 
1-2522 or visit www.mcg.edu/
careers/specop.

Medical student receives national scholarship

Josepha Iluonakhamhe
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TRANSCENDENTAL
MEDITATION

706.860.6483
askthedoctors.com

March 10 • Noon
MCG Conference Room

Room 2001
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Campus Beat
Periodic reports of crime-related 

news on campus are posted in 
compliance with federal, state and 
local laws to maximize campus 
safety and awareness. To report 
crimes, suspicious activity or 
information regarding reported 
incident(s), call the MCG Public 
Safety Department at ext. 1-2911 or 
2911 from a cellular phone.

On Feb. 8, an armed robbery 
occurred in the rear of the Kroger 
on 15th Street. Two black males, 
18-20 years old, approached the 
victim from behind. One placed a 
box cutter to the victim’s neck and 
took his wallet. If you have any 
information about this incident, 
contact the Richmond County 
Sheriff’s Office at 706-821-1080.

13 Puzzle

ACROSS
  1. Scalp problem
  5. Suffix for alcohol or magnet
  8. County in central Georgia
  9. Oropharyngeal airway, for short
10. Tissues often blamed for snoring
12. Comic strip dog
13. Of blood vessels: abbr.
14. Poisonous substances
16. Painkiller
18. Wedding miracle town
20. Treats a sprain
21. Spaghetti sauce ingredient
23. Oropharyngeal candidiasis
24. Information
28. Buzzers
29. Total decrease in oxygen
31. Yrbk. section
32. Word on colonoscopy prep instructions
33. Type of scan, familiarly
34. Kennedy and others

DOWN
  1. Hot stuff
  2. Radio host Don
  3. Bone of the foot
  4. Historical period
  5. Essential element for the thyroid
  6. Syringomyelia sites
  7. West and others
  8. 1967 Jack Lemmon movie
11. DDE’s command in WWII
12. Opoid analgesic medication
15. Norse deity
17. Carps
18. Stick together
19. Cardiac __
22. Cry of discovery
23. Recipe abbr.
25. Fired
26. Allen and Daly
27. Battery size
30. Holey item

beeper 

MCG is a
tobacco-free

campus
2358 Washington Rd 706-736-4479 Augusta, GA

www.turnerskeyboards.com

Piano Sale

Turner’s Keyboards

New & Used Pianos, Digital Keyboards, 
Piano Rentals, Tuning & Repair, Refinish 

& Rebuilding, We Buy Pianos, 
Fun Piano Lessons For All Ages!
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The following courses are offered free to MCG employees through the 
Division of Human Resources’ training and education department. To view 
class descriptions and register online, visit www.mcg.edu/hr/training. All 
classes are held in room 1151 of the Annex unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact Joel Smith, ext. 1-0343.

April
April 1 9 a.m.-noon PeopleSoft: Basic Query
April 2 9-11 a.m. Grant Writing
  (Interdisciplinary Research Building 2109)
April 2 1-4 p.m. Résumé Writing
April 3 8:30-11:30 a.m. Succession Planning
April 6 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
April 6 2-4 p.m. Telework for Managers
April 8 9-9:55 a.m. PeopleSoft: Navigation
April 8 10-10:55 a.m. PeopleSoft: Requisition
April 8 11 a.m.-noon PeopleSoft:
  Sponsored Project Management
April 9 9-11:30 a.m. Resolving Workplace Conflict
April 10 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Access 2007: Level 1 ($75 fee)
April 14 9-10 a.m. PCard: Orientation
April 14 2-4 p.m. How to Handle the Irate Caller
April 15 10 a.m.-noon Web Publishing
  (formerly Macromedia Contribute)
April 15 2-4 p.m. Telework for Staff
April 16 9-11:30 a.m. Dealing with Difficult People
April 16 2-4 p.m. Reducing Stress
April 17 8-5 p.m. Access 2007: Level 2 ($75 fee)
April 20 8:30-10 a.m. Welcome to MCG
April 21 9-10:30 a.m. PCard: Works
April 21 2-4 p.m. Proactive Customer Service
April 22 2-4 p.m. Qualities of a Team Player
April 23 9-11 a.m. From Curt to Courteous:
  7 Touch Points of Communication
April 23 2-4 p.m. Meeting Minutes
April 24 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Excel 2007: Level 1 ($75 fee)
April 28 9-10:30 a.m. PCard: Renewal  
April 28 2-4 p.m. Effective Delegation
April 29 8:30-11:30 a.m. Interviewing Tips for Employees
April 29 1-4 p.m. ePAR Training
April 30 9-10 a.m. Cost Transfer
April 30 2-4 p.m. Time Management
 
Registration guidelines

•	Class	sizes	are	limited	and	filled	on	a	first-come	basis.
•	Complete	and	submit	one	registration	form	per	class.	Forms	are	available	
at www.mcg.edu/hr/training.
•	Register	at	least	one	to	two	weeks	prior	to	the	scheduled	training	date.
•	Registration	forms	received	after	a	class	is	filled	are	put	on	a	waiting	list.	
Waiting-list registrants are notified of vacancies and moved into the classes 
as cancellations are received.

Learning Curve 12 Bands donate gifts
Organizers and artists with 
the 12 Bands of Christmas 
benefit concert recently 
delivered CD players, 
CDs, Nintendo Wii game 
systems and games, karaoke 
machines and other gifts 
purchased through proceeds 
from the 2008 holiday 
event to the Children’s 
Medical Center. The donated 
items will provide play 
opportunities for pediatric 
patients and their families. 
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P olka Dots
PAPERS & PRESENTS

CUSTOM INVITATIONS • FINE STATIONARY • UNIQUE GIFTS

STORE HOURS
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY • 10:00 - 5:30 • SATURDAY • 10:00 - 3:00

CLOSED ON WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY

(803) 341-9479
LOCATED IN THE NEW JACKSON SQUARE BUILDING

IN DOWNTOWN NORTH AUGUSTA, SC
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15 Classifieds

Crossword
Solution

Suduko
Solution

Word Search
Solution

To Place A Classifi ed Ad,
call 803-279-2793 & ask for “Richardene.”

Or e-mail: rbaskett@northaugustastar.com
Rates: 25 cents per word.

Congratulations!

Is your name in this issue?
Check our ads to fi nd out! 

And remember e-mail: beepercontests@aikenstandard.com
by the Friday at noon deadline.

Tiffany Fleming found her name hidden in the 
Goldcrest ad on page 8 of our last issue.

HIDDEN NAME CONTEST
We hide the names of randomly chosen students & employees - 

one per issue. If your name is hidden in one of the advertisements 
in this issue, you’ll score our Beeper gift package: a gift certifi cates 
to Amici Italian Cafe & Top Notch Car Wash plus movie passes to 

Evans 20 Theatre compliments of Health Center Cedit Union!
THE RULES: 1. Find the name of a randomly chosen MCG student or employee hidden within one of the ads 

in this issue. 2. IF THE NAME YOU FIND IS YOURS, e-mail us; (beepercontests@aikenstandard.com) 
before noon on Friday, the day after the Beeper issue date, to claim your winnings. 3. IF THE NAME YOU 

FIND IS NOT YOURS, please do not enter. 4. All hidden name winners must be enrolled at or employed by 
MCG at the time of winning. 5. Neither the publisher nor any other party is responsible for printing errors 

which make the hidden name illegible, or for mail or other newspaper delivery delays. 6. In the event more 
than one person has the same name, the fi rst person to claim the prize is the winner. 7. Prize awarded to 

winners may vary from issue to issue. 8. A photo ID may be required to claim some prizes.

3BR 1BA, NEW heat/AC, plumbing, wiring, total-
ly new kitchen includes new appliances, Corian
counter tops, hardwood floors, washer/dryer, car-
port &  storage building. $95,900 includes closing
cost and $1500  furniture allowance. 1746 Kiss-
ingbower Rd. (Pendleton King  Park area).  Call
for appointment. 706-724-2452(d), 706-733-5692
(e), 706-825-3288(c)

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

542
Houses For 
Sale By 
Owner

LUXURY 3BR 2BA 
apartments located off 
Pleasant Home Road. 
$725 dep., $725 rent. 

706-228-4655

SEEKING 
(nonsmoker) female 
roommate to share 

2300 sq ft home! 1BR
w/sm study 1BA, Kit, 
LV & W/D privileges. 

For more info  call
706.793.0079

Female roommate
needed to share cute
home in Hill section! 2

miles from MCG!!
2br/1ba, LR, DR, KIT,

W/D,  hardwood
floors, etc. $300/mo
and split utility bills.

706-821-2651

545 Houses
To Share

510 Apartments
For Rent 

To 
Advertise

 in the 
Beeper 

call
 Richardene 

Baskett
at 

803-279-2793
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Send photos and stories about your pets to Sharron Walls at beeper@mcg.edu.

Pet Gazette

This 3-year-old Dutch warmblood colt belongs to Lisa Jerrett-Collier, a nurse in the Children’s 
Medical Center PACU. “Max usually takes a nap every morning after breakfast, but fell asleep in 
his food dish this time,” says Lisa. “You have to be careful going in his stall because he will toss 
his ball at you to play with him. I’ve had him since he was 4 months old. He now stands 17.1 
hands, which is over my head, but he still thinks he’s small enough to lie in your lap.”

16
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423 West Avenue • North Augusta, SC
Save 20% on your entire purchase
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Home Of The World Famous

$19.95
Scrub Set

1216 Broad Street. 
Downtown Augusta        

 706-722-4653Since 
1930 

OUTLET
STORE
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